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BOOKS ON SRI LANKA FOR YOUR LIBRARY
Soft

Cover
Rs.

H ard
Cover

Rs.

Sinhalayo
Senerat Paranavitana

50/- 75/-

Ceylon : History in Stone
R. Raven-Hart

100/- 160/-

Seeing Ceylon
R. L. Brohier

90/- 125/-

Discovering Ceylon
R. L. Brohier

125/- 150/-

Some Mahavamsa Places
Maureen Seneviratne

45/-

Food and the People 
R. L. Brohier

30/-

Wild Flowers of Ceylon
Dorothy Fernando

135/-

Guide to Sri Lanka
H. A. J. Hulugalle

120/-

Guide de Sri Lanka (French) 
H. A. J. Hulugalle

120/-

Value Orientations and Nation Building 10/-
Padmasiri de Silva

AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING BOOKSELLERS

Publishers & Distributors

LAKE HOUSE INVESTMENTS LIMITED
41, W. A. D. Ramanayake Mawatha, 

Colombo 2
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATA FORMATS
AUTOMATED INFORMATION STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL
An account of the Meeting of Librarians held at the Colombo Public Library on 21.01.83.

The N ational Library Services Board organized  
a successfu l m eeting to d iscu ss com puterized  
bibliographic form ats on the eve o f SLSTIG 
launching its  com puterized Union Catalogue, 
UNICAST. Around 80 invitations were sent out and 
it was attended by 55 participants who considered the 
topic sufficiently important to take almost half a 
working day off their busy schedules. This itself was 
most encouraging.

Chairman, SLNLSB, Mr. S. Atukorale delivered the 
welcome address and said that it is essential for all 
interested parties to be associated with a project of this 
nature at its outset itself in order to arrive at a common 
understanding. We already have apart from 
UNICAST a Union Catalogue on Development 
Information, and the National Library too is planning 
to compile a Union Catalogue, he added. Hence we 
should identify what problems we are likely to face and 
seek better alternatives.

Director, SLNLSB, Mr. N. Amarasinghe briefly outlin
ed the Board’s interest in the field of standardization and 
said that the Board has already formed a National 
Standards Committee which will be responsible to 
formulate standards in all fields of library activities. 
This work is carried out in association with the Bureau 
of Ceylon Standards, which is the National Standards 
body. Mr. Amarasinghe said that standardization 
promotes economy and consistent quality, while it also 
encourages interchangeability. On the subject of 
Standardization of a bibliographic format for Com
puterized Union Catalogues he explained that the 
Union Catalogue that will be compiled by the National 
Library will be based on a format compatible with other 
formats in use although the format for the National 
Library catalogue will include all the elements listed 
in a detailed format such as MARC/UNIMARC. A 
Union Catalogue being a location device may not need 
such detailed entries but it would be best if the formats 
adopted are within the main framework.

He also added that advent of computers to the 
library world had revolutionized information proces
sing and also the so-called house keeping activities in

libraries. The Board has a national interest in 
promoting standardization in library activities for the 
benefit of all libraries in the national system. Director, 
SLNLSB. further said that there should be uniformity 
in cataloguing practices in libraries, especially in 
fegard to author/title headings and mentioned that the 
National Library is planning to create and maintain 
authority files on author headings and uniform titles.

Mr. N. U. Yapa, Director/NRESA thanked the 
Board for convening this meeting and explained to 
those present, how newer and latest computer techno
logies allow libraries to exploit information as never 
before. Computers have entered all kinds of establish
ments in Sri Lanka during a very short period and 
today one does not require vast financial resources to 
purchase a computer. Improved storage methods 
resulting in economy will be a boon to all librarians he 
said. Networking has made it possible to consolidate 
resource bases and computers make this a very simple 
task.

Touching on the technical problems envisaged in a 
joint venture of this nature, Mr. Yapa said due to the 
diversity of resource contents and user requirements, 
different methods and systems are followed by various 
libraries and information centres. There are a number 
of classification schemes that are being followed by 
various libraries and sometimes although two libraries 
will be using the same scheme they could be different 
editions.

In providing subject index terms and keywords too 
it has to be decided from which particular source these 
are to be selected. Another similar problem that is 
envisaged is, the need to transliterate entries recorded in 
Sinhala and Tamil scripts for input into the data bank. 
A standard form should be used by all participating 
libraries.

Implementation of the project is phased out in to
three, as follows :

Phase 1 — (a) SLSTIC will provide accession
lists to participating libraries.

■(b) Prepare subject bibliographies.

('Contd. on page 8)
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(Contd. from page 4)

. Phase .2 —>• SLSTIG will provide printed cata-

. .. ; . , -logue cards where libraries will add
. whatever extra information is 

required by each individual 
, library. ,
" .Phase 3 — By having terminals installed,
- libraries will be able to contact

the data base on line and access 
information direct.

Response, from the participants to the introductory 
speeches was varied and may be summarised as follows :

(1) Some participants were not familiar with com
puters and how they could be applied-to the

f working of libraries. A request was in fact made 
. that the SLNLSB conducts a seminar or work

shop to. create an awareness among library 
personnel about the capabilities of computers and 

. how they can be applied to library activities.
(2) In the case of compiling a Union Catalogue 

where input is provided by many libraries it is
. '  possible that descrepancies may arise with regard 

tb classification/cataloguing methods^ Assign
ment of indexing terms and keywords is sub
jective and problems may arise when done by 
several individuals in. different institutions.

(3) For computerized information processing, it is 
immaterial which classification scheme is followed. 
W hat is significant is the method of indexing used 
to bring out the information content.

(4) Computerized format for recording of biblio
graphic information should be standardized with 
...the consensus of the majority of participating 
libraries as other Union Catalogues are already 
in existence and as these libraries will also 
participate in the proposed project.

- (5) One area" that creates problems in standardiza
tion is recording bibliographic details of corporate 
Author/uniform titles.

(6) The National Library Services Board should in 
association with SLSTIC/NRESA lay

' down standards to ensure uniformity. The 
other libraries could then adopt them as guide
lines.

(7) SLSTIC should put to test the proposed format 
and in the event of problems being encountered 
find suitable solutions.

Director, SLNLSB summarised the purposes and 
objectives of the meeting and thanked all those present 
for sharing their knowledge and expertise for the 
benefit of all.
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CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES FOR 
GEOGRAPHY MATERIALS
Part II

M. A. GUNAPALA
(Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Peradeniya)

[This article is  continued from  previous issue]

UDC has the possibility of absorbing new branches in 
Physical geography under 911.2 and the other numbers 
related to the subject are :

911.2 : 572 — Ethnological geography
: 574.9 — Biogeography 
: 581.9 — Plant geography 
: 591.9 — Animal geography

All branches in Human geography could be brought 
together under 911.3 by building numbers as required, 
by using faceted features. A few examples may be 
given as follows :

o0 — Social geography
312 — Population geography

32 —1 Political geography
33 — Economic geography

341.222 — Geography of International
boundaries

35 — Administrative geography
656 — Geography of transport
93/99 — Historical geography.

. It is certainly a very good classification scheme when 
compared to Dewey Decimal geography classification. 
However, arrangement within the Human geography 
section is neither logical nor helpful. Political geogra
phy (911.3: 32) and Geography of International 
Boundaries (911.3: 341.222) are in. two different 
places, and Economic geography (911.3 : 33). appears 
in between.. Study of international boundaries is a  part 
of Political geography but this subordination is not 
shown in the classification. It is also more helpful if 
Economic geography (911.3 : 33) and geography of 
transport (911.3: 656) are kept closer rather than 
placing them away from each other. Scattering of 
more closely related subjects could be more clearly 
seen when going on building numbers. Numbers built 
for some subjects in Economic geography, as in column 
“A” in the table below shows the scattering and column 
“B” shows an attempt to bring them together even 
though long numbers are inevitable, e.g,

Subject Column A Column B

Economic geography 
Industrial geography 
Petroleum geography 
Agricultural geography 
Geography- of transport

911.3:33 . 911.3:33
911.3:553.45 911.3:33:553.45 
911.3:553.98 911.3:33:553.98 
911.3:63 911.3:33:63
911.3:656 911.3:33:656

In UDC “911.37 — Settlements, study h f  settlement 
patterns, settlement geography, rural settlements, town 
or city geography5’ is the main contribution of the 
classification for Geography. While the scheme is quite 
in detail, subdivision is also possible by using auxiliary 
signs when necessary. Both rural settlements and town 
and country planning are included here which is quite 
justified. Settlements are classified according to site, 
type arid function, spatial distribution and situation, 
location, settlement pattern, etc. Urban geography is 
sub-divided according to types, of towns or cities, 
buildings, town division in relation to its centre, etc. 
Therefore the settlement section happens to. be the 
most important and well-organized section in the UDC 
Geography scheme.

A part of Theoretical geography is placed at the 
beginning in 910.1 which is for “Science of geography 
and Methodology” . However, the main theory section 
is placed at 911.5/.9. Apart from the dispersion of the 
subject, location of the. subject does not seem to have 
been helpfully done; It has to be suitably located at 
the beginning of the classification and not between 
Systematic and Regional geography. In addition to 
dispersion different branches of study have been put 
together in theory , section 911.5/.9 where Comparative 
geography (911.7) and Applied geography (911.9) have 
also been assigned. While “Applied geography” should 
be given a more prominent place in the classification, 
“ Comparative geography” could be conveniently in
cluded in the Regional geography section because of its 
close relations to regional study,.

ege&azsoe 4/1-—̂2 9



Another important section in the classification is 
“non-literary presentations of a region” (912) which 
includes pictures, graphs, diagrams, profiles, cartograms, 
maps, atlases and globes. It is useful and helpful to 
have them together in a library whatever the subject 
they deal with, because of the nature of the materials. 
It is most helpful to classify non-literary materials in 
order of importance area ■— subject — date — and author 
as Boggs and Lewis4 believe. Their suggestion is 
both impressive and helpful because of the special 
nature of the non-literary items. However, for a 
present day librarian, the scale of map is also of vital 
importance and with this Boggs’ and Lewis’ idea could 
be brought up-to-date.

Having introduced some faceted features UDC has 
certainly gained much improvement over the Dewey 
Decimal Classification. Because of its faceted features 
it could build numbers to express the content of a book 
fairly well, even with prevailing shortcomings. Any 
book on Settlement geography could be very well 
accommodated in this classification which is the main 
contribution of this scheme. In addition, maps and 
atlases section and also Regional geography section have 
been well organised to suit the requirements of geogra
phers. For both these sections its excellent area table 

yris an added advantage.

DISADVANTAGE

NON-LITERARY MATERIAL

It is useful to have non-literary material separately- 
located in UDC, as follows :

912.4 —

.43 — 
.44 — 
.64 — 

.643 — 

.644 — 
.65 —

Pictorials, graphic and cartographic 
descriptions in general.
Maps, plans, charts.
Atlases.
Three dimensional presentations. 
Globes.
Relief models and maps.
Models.

UDC makes provision for classification of non- 
literary items in detail by adding area number, subject 
number and date. However, author or scale cannot 
be added to the classification number in UDC. Two 
other important items to be considered in connection 
with non-literary presentation in UDC are its relative 
location and the regional table. The regional table 
could express any large or small area satisfactorily. 
However, the relative location of the section cannot be 
considered logical or helpful in the middle of the 
subject classification. Since the non-literary presen
tations are very important instruments or reference 
materials used in the study of Geography, this section 
would be more useful at the beginning of the classi
fication. It could perhaps be possible to have it 
separately, because of the fact that these materials are 
kept separately even in libraries.

The Regional geography section in UDC 913/919 
begins with a historical approach from “Regional 
geography of the ancient world” in 913 and then 
proceeds to the “Regional geography of the modern 
world” at 914/919. Its good regional table and faceted 
features help to classify Regional geography books in 
detail in this classification.

The following criticisms of the UDC Geography 
classification are however to its disadvantage :

(1) The main subdivisions in the scheme have been 
done in a manner not at all helpful to educational 
consensus. The main subdivisions introduced, 
General geography, Physical geography, Human 
geography, Theoretical geography, Maps and 
Atlases, and Regional geography are hardly suffi
cient to satisfy the present-day needs of informa
tion retrieval in the field. Some of the main 
branches of Geography (i.e. Applied geography, 
political geography, Bio-geography, and Settlement 
geography are not given their proper places in the 
scheme).

(2) Arrangement within the Geography class is neither 
logical nor helpful. Sometimes it does not bring 
together or closer the most inter-related branches 
of study. On the whole the arrangement or the 
relative location of different branches of study 
cannot be justified.

(3) Space assigned for various branches of study 
within the scheme is not suitably distributed. 
While Regional geography class is assigned 913-919, 
rest of the branches of Geography study (Human 
geography, Theoretical geography,Applied geogra
phy, Historical geography, Maps and Atlases, and 
General geography, etc.) have been assigned 
910-912, and this imbalance causes long numbers 
in the classification scheme.

e.g. Medical climatology 
Medicine climatology 
Climatology- 
Physical geography 
Geography

— 911.2:551.58:61
— 911.2:551.58:61
— 911.2:551.58
— 911.2
— 91
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(4) In UDC general classification, the relative location 
of Geography class cannot be considered satis
factory. As in Dewey Decimal Classification the 
subject of Geography is placed between Literature 
and History. Because of its relationship to Social 
sciences, Pure sciences and also Applied sciences, 
its location with these groups of study would be 
more helpful to the library user. However, FID 
is now considering the Geography class in UDC 
along with Environmental sciences at class 4 which 
could be the most suitable place for Geography.

Library o f  Congress C lassification (LC) :
The best example for an enumerative classification 

among general classification schemes, LC is deviced to 
classify Library of Congress ever-growing literature 
which is being revised with the growth of literature. 
In other words, the classification is based on literary 
warrant.

At the outset, it is quite important to make one 
criticism against the LC Geography classification, which 
perhaps could be the strongest criticism. Even though 
Geography is mainly placed in class G of this classi
fication, more than half of its field of study is scattered in 
other subject classes. I t  is obvious that the geographer 
has to undergo much difficulties to get hold of its 
directly relevant literature. Its subject areas are put 
along with general subjects as given below, viz :

Economic geography in H (Economics)
Political geography in JC (Political science)
Military geography in UA (Military science)
Climatology in O (Science)
Regional geography in D.E.F (History)
Urban geography in H T (Urban sociology)

GT (Manners and
Customs)

NA (Architecture)
INCONVENIENCE

Some other areas of study in Geography have been 
assigned to S and T  as well. There is no provision in 
LC to bring all branches of study in Geography together 
as it is possible in UDC. However much incon
venience it brings to geography studies, LC attempts to 
justify its scattering of subjects. When reasoning out 
the scattered distribution of Geography class, Richard 
H. Schimmelpfeng and C. Donald Cook5 explain 
“one of the major subjects affecting several discipline 
is Geography. General geography, Mathematical 
geography, Astronomical geography, Physical geography 
and Anthropology are allocated in Class G. However, 
the Topography and description of individual continents 
and countries are not classed in G but are placed in 
history schedule (D-F). This collocation was con

sidered desirable because “a knowledge of the geography 
of a country is essential for the understanding of its 
history (class D).” Furthermore, Topical geography is 
not classed in class G, but grouped together with perti
nent subjects, e.g. Economic geography in HC, HD and 
HP (Economics). Geography of transportation in HE 
(Transportation and Communications), Medical geog
raphy in RA (Medicine), Military geography in UA 
(Military science) etc.”

IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE
Any classification scheme should be geared to 

educational and scientific consensus which is an important 
principle by which a classification scheme is to be 
successful. A classificationist should take into account 
method of subject study and its field of study. The 
classification scheme should support the needs of the 
education and research. In a general classification 
scheme a Geography book should be able to be placed 
appropriately in the Geography section but not under 
any other subject. Collocation is unwise at the expense of 
any other subject as it happens in LC. Alfred H. Mayer’s6 
ideas elucidate the dissatisfaction of geographers con
cerning LC. A classification scheme should not only 
satisfy librarians merely to find a pigeon-hole for a 
given book but it should fulfill the supreme aim of 
satisfying the reader, researcher and scholar. There
fore the libraries following the LC system find it difficult 
to bring the Geography books together. The Johns 
Hopkins University Library6 which recognised the 
dispersion problem in the Geography section, has wisely 
taken steps to bring all of them together by adding the 
prefix “Geog” before the call number.

Needless to say the relative location of the Geography 
section in LC, between History (D,E,F) and Economics 
(H) is fairly satisfactory. However, because of the 
nature of the subject (its close connection with Social 
sciences as well as Pure sciences) the best location would 
have been between Social sciences and Pure sciences as 
suggested by FID for future revision of the UDC Geogra
phy schedule.

When considering the general arrangement of the main 
sub division in class G, it is both unhelpful and illogical.

LC class G general arrangement :
G — Geography general 
GA — Mathematical geography 
GB — Physical geography 
GC —■ Oceanography 
GF — Anthropogeography 
GN — Anthropology 
GR — Folklore 
GT — Manners and customs 
GV — Recreation.
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Anthropology, Folklore, Manners and Customs, and 
Recreation are allocated in class G but it is hard to find 
the desirability of it as argued by Richard H. Schim- 
melpfeng and C. Donald Cook.

At the beginning of the Geography class “G 1-73—- 
Geography general class” is very appropriate and quite 
detailed too. This could include all the important 
reference materials such as periodicals, societies and 
congresses, addresses, essays and lectures, directories, 
biographies, museums, exhibitions, etc. However, G 
80—890 is definitely a separate main branch of geogra
phy which should be given a more prominent place.

G 80— 99 — History of geography
G 141 — Historical geography
G 200—890 — History of discoveries, exploration

and travel.

The first two could conveniently go together with 
the “Historical geography” which is a well known field 
of study in the subject. “History of discoveries, 
exploration and travel” is another main branch which 
should stand separately and that should be suitably 
located.

MAPS AND ATLASES

At the end of the General class G 1001—9980 is 
assigned for maps and atlases and this is no doubt the 
main contribution of LC geography classification. 
Atlases are allocated in G 1001—3102 and maps are 
in G 3160—9980 and it is quite useful to have this 
separation because of the nature of the materials. 
Both sections are subdivided in detail according to 
region and historical periods. In the map schedule 
maps are subdivided by particular localities and also by 
towns. It is also possible to further subdivide any area 
by using “Cutter numbers” . Maps and atlases can be 
subdivided according to subjects by using the subject 
table of LC. Therefore, in LC there is provision for 
giving a specific number even for a map of a small 
locality. In UDC this simply is impossible. Further
more, in LC it could add the date, and also the author
ship as Boggs and Lewis suggested. Therefore, the 
“New York State road map of 1947” prepared by the 
American Automobile Association will get the number 
G 3801. P2. 1947. A5,

G 3801 — New York State
.P2 — Roads
1947 — Date of map
.A5 — American Automobile Association.

(Cutter number for authorship of
the map)

The maps and atlases is just one main branch of Geogra
phy schedule, among a number of others. However, 
nearly 75% of the pages from the geography schedule has 
been devoted to this section. According to Robert C. 
White7 the most convenient arrangement for maps 
and atlases is to put them under one number and to 
subdivide them in order of importance, area, subject, 
date and author. As Robert C. White discusses it is 
difficult to say which classification of maps and atlases 
is better.8 Both are based on the same principles 
but LC maps and atlases classification would be defi

n ite ly  better for a library which uses the LC Classifica
tion Scheme.

Class G is assigned for “Mathematical geography and 
Cartography.” Mathematical geography (GA 1—87) 
is subdivided into History, General works (divided by 
period) Surveys (divided by areas). Aerial carto
graphy, Projections, Map reading etc., are given as the 
major subdivisions of Cartography. Map reading is 
also further subdivided by area and period, and there 
are provisions to expand it by using Cutter numbers 
and also by adding the date. On the whole this is also 
another satisfactory area in the LC Geography schedule.

LC has not correctly defined the content of Physical 
geography. Only Geomorphology has been included 
in the Physical geography (GB) class and other branches 
of the discipline has been put along with other branches 
of study. Meteorology and Climatology is in QC 
851-899 at the end of Physics class. As in UDC, 
provision has not been made in LC to class Climatology 
books in the Geography section even if it is necessary. 
While the Geomorphology class is not in logical order, 
it cannot also correctly absorb and place all the 
literature on the subject. Some important problems 
that are studied in Geomorphology, such as cycle of 
erosion, development of slopes, erosion process etc., 
have not found a place in LC Geography schedule.

However, possibility to subdivide almost all the 
subjects by area could be a helpful feature in the scheme. 
In Climatology section no exact place appears to have 
been given for classification of climates which again is 
a well known discipline and as such it has to go along 
with a more general number “OC 981 — Climatology 
and weather general works.” Furthermore, general 
circulation of the atmosphere has to go with “QC 931 — 
Wind, general works” which is neither helpful nor 
logical. Clouds have been assigned to a general 
number QC 920. However, LC provision for sub
dividing climates according to areas is useful. Some
times for detailed classification, cutter numbers could 
also be used when necessary (e.g. QC 976 — Special 
optics). On the whole, Physical Geography has not 
been treated satisfactorily in LC scheme.
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OCEANOGRAPHY

Oceanography is a subject which is not very much 
developed when compared to other branches of study 
in Geography. However, its field of study could be 
clearly distinguished in LC and the subject is well 
treated in this classification scheme. The general 
section at the beginning with instruments (GC 41) is 
both logical and helpful because study of Oceanography 
also begins with the study of instruments. Study of 
oceans, such as depth, composition, salinity, tempe
rature, waves, currents, tides, etc., comes subsequently 
and these are subdivided in detail according to different 
aspects and also areas. Cutter numbers could also be 
used when necessary for detailed subdivisions.

Anthropogeography (GF) is a subject scattered all 
over the scheme. Literature relating to this field has 
also been assigned to Economics and Political science, 
etc. Regional geography goes with history of res
pective countries. Urban geography and rural settle
ments are scattered among H T — Urban sociology, 
GT. — Manners and customs, and NA — Archaeology.

In LC geography schedule some subdivisions. are 
treated extremely well while some are not. The major 
draw-back is due to unnecessary scattering of some of 
its branches of study. In UDC there is provision for 
building numbers and any geography book could be 
conveniently placed within the geography section.

Being a pure enumerative classification scheme, this is 
not possible in LC. However, because LC is based on 
literary warrant and the scheme is revised con
tinuously, a number could be found in the classi
fication for each geography book whether the relative 
location is logical or otherwise.

e.g. Agricultural climatology — s 600
Medical climatolology — RA 793—954.

Moreover, the class G index sometimes does not give 
reference to Geography subdivisions located outside the 
Geography schedule. Some popular Geography techni
cal terms have not been used and, at least no reference 
has been made to them. The term “Urban geography” 
is not referred to in this classification at all. For 
“Human geography” it uses the term “Anthropogeo- 
graphy.” It is always helpful to have the more 
widely used term for the convenience of the user. 
However, its value could be judged from the very 
words of Alfred H. Mayer, “ In any case, the very fact 
that LC is highly sophisticated nomenclature whose 
alphabetical-numerical notation in Geography alone 
constitutes a volume of 500 pages in an encouraging
outlook.................... ” . It is true that some branches of
geography of LG are not detailed enough or not well 
treated. It is also true that if the whole Geography 
numbers could be brought together, it makes the LG 
Geography Classification Scheme a vialuable one.

(to be continued)
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©a? gOaas fpdgOo 253®i2S ©2 8©aa? S3© ggds (®&?82533) 

a©© co®253a? 8 ©da. ©g ©g©g253o gps)d©© ©53a?^8©25?
(19 02) 8Q00)

16 9 e $ 2 5 > 2 5 ) 3 e  9 © a 2 5 ? j 9  4 / 1 — 2



e o Q g q o :  1 9 8 2

§  0 ° 22>a g e$232S)3< 3  @ d Q o  ® ^ e D e © c i  0 0 O  © d S a  ep°G3 © cS a ^ ' esegcScs 1 9 8 2  O d a s c s

<§>£) <3$ S jO c g Z ?  8 < g o )q  5 3 © 3 0 0 1 *0 2 5 3 0 3 2 2 ?  dC025? © @ ®  0 j 6 'S )3 ,  fS €  © d 0 3  C£°G30<3 90028

0 3 ^ 5 ) 3  ^ i g g e d s f  £3250 53250 0 £  o ) 0  5 3 ^ 0 ^ 0  © { 2 5 0 0 .

d>$250 gds>^)30C3
( 1 )  985323310 £ 0 :5  0 0 3  © 128® :

© ©  S g S q O  8028253 9825325330 ^ CG303 1 9 8 2  © d o e s  

dl«  5 5 ,2 1 6 0 .9 5  25? 002533 © 0 3 5 ?  c^ -S S g®  25)8-253 0 £

0 ®  0dao«3 ££0e3;O3 0 2 3  0 0  d j .  2 ,9 0 8 6 7 .6 5  25? 0 0 2 3 3  ($&$£> 

2533® 4 0 1 6  25? 0 0 3  © i2 ^ ® 0  © i2S  0  gfi53.

2530£ 832^253 9 0 5 3 2 5 )0 0  £j!=G303 S3^©3 c£G55? 2530 ©25^2533 0 £  

£3ld-&  ©£33S?, g # 0 ©  ©£335?, £ f 5 ? g S  ©3 9 8 © 2 3 3 3 0  ©£335? epc£Cd

0 0 3  © i2 ^ ©  £££0  0 © d  00325? 0 ® 3 S ] ^ 0 0  8 g 253d253

C ? .  © ®  eaq©3 £ a ?£8  ^ ®0  8  d  ££=© 8 (§cDq 3 © g?& c£ -

825?®©25?’ eg5? 25300)025? £325? 253 825- 0 £  ££253(5, 0 ®  2S>@cj©0 

® ©  <2 0 2 5 ? 0 ©  C30© 253 © ® 0  9025325330 £033 0 0 3  © ^ ® 0  £ 

8 8  003253 ©C33£250 0 ^.

03^253 £3d 532533005 S3^©3 1 9 8 2  0 d O 3 0 < *  £3©53 £25?©0253 

££303253250 ©3 9 g f© 0 3 2 5 ? ’©G? £3025333303 0 l 0 - € £ .

©£335? £3=03310

1. §  0=2533 § © £ ©  £f©3 253 53»C<3C3 (8. 0 3 . § . )  3000
2. ©25330® ® © © 8 ?©(j? gei5325)3 0C3 b500
3. 0 3 ^ 0  ©<t£33(J)53©®25?2^0 150
4. © © 30od c3  eg. 0 . d c 3 © d s , o' ©©2533 29
5. 025?C325? d32^25?©e? 25-38033003 97
6 . © 25-30®  003 0 0 0  § £ 0 3 0 0 3  (£3© d3 533©  142825?*

ga?2530) 580
7 . ©25>. 8 0 .  8 5 0  @©S?@03 2 2

8. <® ei© §gcS353 d32Ss3 9 8 2 5 3 2 5 3 3 0 0 3  2 7

(2) 5̂33332g2̂ 0 53i3?©220:
© ©  C30© 5? 8303? © 0 ’0'2t33d£S^253 ©9£33(^253©®25?25©05? 

025330325: 5 3 1 4  25? 032§253 9 0 5 3 2 5 3 3 0 0 3 0  ££0325? 2S3d ©25? 2533 0 c | .

©©©5325? ©3(500305?53 2533O3Bo0®8 £3^ 0^  032^233 9025325330 

02535^0 ® - © £ 0 0 © 0  §03250 § 0 0 8 3 5 0 0 3  © 0 5 3  ©©253 0©253°, 

8 0 3  ^ © 3 5 ^ 2 ^ 0 0  032^253 9025325-30 © © 30253^(8(^© 0^3 £3=§- 

035305 28 5 0 0 2 3 ?  2530og'43 2530250 0 ^ .

( 3 )  og@25O0©2£3:f €£30325325003 ©0233 0=25>3©0 ©©0250 90253- 

22330 8^£>q ©53382581 ©joS© eaq©o §o?25O30(§o325? ©od©- 
©ossl gpg0  ©53382581 8,0 2^8 ©t8$©5? 8  ef5̂ ©3d©cs25?

© i £ 3 8 ® 5 ?  © ® 0  0 d o © c i|  8 g  25>ds0 0<®.

( 4 )  €£25?S)d 03(3233 ©£335?' £ g 0 © jd i  2330

© ® ®  2S30cg2^ 1 9 8 2  0 d a @ 0 $ J  S30gd823? 0j33£?233 2 8 8 © 0

8 c 3 0 d  ©25?*2533 0 g  S 5 3 d , 8 © © “o©0325? © O ? 8 c 3 0  ©^©C3, 

§5332505303, ^ S ? 1̂ ! © ,  025003, 8 = © d g d i 0 ,  025?©25? d250£3g03

©3 ® i ©C?8 © 3 0  cpc? d 0 0 0  Ol2SS3 £̂ 825325330 © © ©  ep25?53d

©)0®3d^ 2530925 e f ld ® ©  S3d2T> 0 ^. 0©<^(So3 g  2533 © 50 © ^ © 3

ep0©O3 0 5 0  0 © c [©  02^©O3 <^2^5 S - d  © (2$® 025?, ©^(So3 

g25>3©50 8 O d 0 0 0  0S3£?25» 2 8 5 © 0 5 ?  80282^  £g8s325>30O30 

G0OOO3 ©£3353£35? ©3 ©02505? £^253300250 2fod3033©©C325f 0 ® 3  

© 1280025?  © @ ©  d353D325l253d ©£335? ^ 0 © 3 d i  ffi)®© g © © ? -

825- 025? 0  2 ^ © 0 .

( 5 )  8328253 £gds325330 £^©2825?' d ? 5 ©  ae& o i © do3 d ®

£385325330O338£32S25?’©O?’5?> Q25? 253®g025? £325? . 253d £ fg 0

0 ^ © c s 8  S 3 0 9 ? 5  £ e © ©  0 d ^ © o i^  £f3O 0©  S3d253 0 S .

( 6 )  025?1©  63=ds?^^)5c3:
o

8028253 9825335300  ©£335? 0 2 5 3 ^ 0  S3=d2S?®-®503 z S 5 s ®

©0253 S c30d25? © 0 ©  0© cd’@©O525? £f©503 g & 0 ©  © -S5© ci 

g 2 5 ? 0  ® i^ © ®  2530cg233 8 g  25-d50 0 ^ .

83282s) 9825325330 © c 3  9 ^ 5 3 ^ 3 3 0  £003 £3°d5?^-®a03 2 8 5 © ©  

53025? 8c30d25? 0©©C325O' 6°0  £fC55? 9 0 5 ? £ 3 5 ?  Cgj5̂ © . 83C33©23) 

2 8 5 © ®  ( m i c r o - f i l m i n g )  ^ 0 9 2 5  e p d 0 ©  2538250 0 8 .

»̂C3C3
9^ 25)25»0C d)8£3282$?* 4 1 3  ©g©502q3 @25)02533050 £3j &5©303 

©d?25? 1982 0£3d 9 ^ ^  253d250 0 £  ££30 0C3 ©© £3S?03
025? 0 d S30325? 2^0 §  0=^33 8 j 28s 3 9615323330 ©ei03 ®-i3^00O 
©8sr? 9 ^ -^  513 d250 0 £  0©3053® 9^53253 i0.C3l2 £3 ̂ 25?'
e 3 = S » 3 0  © D . £30325? £330250 985>ffi330C 33Sa2825? 2 2 8

©£©5025? ©@ ® 0 © © d  a 3 ® © 3 0 3 0 0  © © © 3 8  g  £p233d © § 5 ? “ 

9 g - ^ , 0 ©  0 ^ g  § ©  ©=SO33©025? 5 5 .2 %  28©©?d250C3 K3d250 

§03250©  ©25330© o ) 0 0  ©25?©0. © 3 © i 0  9eis325330O338a2825?>

1 5 0  25? © ©  0 © d  2 ^ 0  92g<SS0 0 t g  £f253d, 0 ©  253-g£SbC3© g ©  

©=SO33©025?‘ 3 6 .3 %  5?  28©©?d25005 25)d50 ©£0250 S© 30253©  

253-€te©300© © 0 .

1 9 8 2  0 © d  2 3 0 ^ © -© ^ 0 0 0 5  © 825?* 9 ^ - ^  S3d250 0 £ ^©25025? 

§03250 98253S2330© 38a2825? © = 0 ^ 3 0  253380253 cf3C55)5O00

98253253300338a2825? © 0 .  S3ld®253 ^30253250 2 3  8  © © gd -S w

9823325330 oso8 a 2825? a = S a 3 0  g  3 5  © £503©  8 ®  aoc5 © 3 0 3 0 O 

a©25>38 g  €f253d ©g250 § 8  9 § 2 § 0  0 t g  © = 0 a 3 © 0 5 ?  8 .5 %  

a©-® 5 © 0 .  © ® ®  O d a o s  2 5 0  9 & o ^  28 S © ©  a 3 ® © 3 0 3  9 a ?

ai© i25? g  £fS3d 8 0 3  2̂50 3  8 0  (̂ 250 5  £25?03 S 0 O  § S o S S © 8  

8 0 3  § 0 3 . 9 8 5 3 2 5 3 3 0  a?© 8 g © 8  25-0 §0250533 ^ 2 ^ 0 5 ?

§ © 0  © ©  a 3 8 © 3 0 3 0 0  0 1 ©  ££00325003 § 3® © J 8253 25300^^  

0 0 0  © a o g 0 2 n  © 8  8 ©  0 3 0  © 3 0 3 0 0  0 1 0  ©0© 25?’ ©@ ®  

0 a d  ^ 0 ^ ©=©©10250 0  253 d250 0 ^. a 3 0 © 3 0 3 0 0  © (^©25385?

£3© 0a©d^G3253g5250° © 0 ©  9 ^ 53^330  S?© 8 g ® 8  0a23?*Sc3

ggeg2S3© © 8 5 3  © 8 0 3 ^ 0  a 8253 S 3 3 0 a i 8 a /8 0 d i 25?® 8  © 0 Oos 

0 0 3  ©253*2533 0 ^ .

9853S 330 § 0 a 2 5 ? 2 ^  4 / 1 — 2 17



O53602S) 6fQ)33©25) 255*©0S)©0 § 0 2 5 :2 5 5 3 0 0 0  014020255®

ep8£b<5-s5jc3 26)do) 8 (& e3  o )3 6 © o :  cpc325)5) S g2oc?O 2S0di25? , 

2fS©c3?e03 0g2O0°a2S0d{.25), 0630 £fQ)23025) ef©35))33°G;©0 
255360255 9 0 :33025) 9°o©0 2 8 0 0 3 6 2 5 ?“ e s q o s  © 2s? ^  63© ® 5?-  

S)€6c£25? © ®  0 6 3 d  O025?025) 0 < |.

£j>40 06O C3 5^<g^ 0505) 925?©0255 92553695) 2^25) §025525530 

££0)33025) £p°63G3 © $25? O g  23(525} 0c^ 1 . 2^)03 23>l6'©23>

e3MS525} §023>o>jc - 3. ©el. ®>j©a)(̂  (oS. 05)030 cg-sS- 
®0o>d), 2. owd^o) 93025)5) §025)25)30 &S)i6-5$6i 63°g6ot3- 
cg. €f®c585, 3. Directory of Technical Institute Libraries 
—U. Amarasiri.

§eds)23*)0 S3&@<̂5g<SS> £5)3 €3°&)&Q2S5 €f°C3C3 
(1) ©osa? o5s))S3e):

§ 8 s)O>30 e3°860s) 8o©c3& o>{8 @o©25)5) £fgO300o? 
0s) ©oa23?os? $©)23)30c30 8§c3®25? 069©c325? ©®® 8e3©6^4 
®€S?00c<3 ©8s) 0 i§  912S <g>§§© o5<̂  ggg @0325? s>©©0 
632S50 23>(5 esSsxesra 23)d5) 0«| ©®<8<| ooeoic? 203 ©tod25)
§05)25)30 539203 ggSsfOca 0©3 ©4253 0 .̂

©0 £fad 8 °eo0  ®30)s©0 ©0325? 900 25? 009 20825} 04 
95)d, ©8 g<g 0S25''3O)@ d .̂ 20,00} 255 ©S'. ©0 &©255 d0
§235325}!} 25)0j25?630CS ©2625? <®. 8 . 0®. ©©325)“ £?)03O 0{0 8<g- 
©00 G30©25? ©■€£6)003 ©0255 0{O? ££{.28 ©03255 ©513(0©C325? 
6 i. 18,000 255 0 025)3255 ®2iS25? §5? ©03255" 318 25? O3£3i0?
§05)2533 0  9S)©6 ©£)g 2O{8©0 25>0g25 2550255 0 ^. 2550g
0e<O025?S)©0 &25?of6§ §05325)30 ©8030 ©82825? o5z53)536) 
069©C325? 01© ££{2§ ©03255° ©25)36)©C325? ®€n.00©0 ©20^08 
®0)S0©325)C3 ©825? ©Sg 20l8© 63q203 ©0325? @25)30025? 
0003255 0g g£S)d, 8°0 ££®5)d0 880 g §05)0330 89 25? ££25)©6 
©0325? 4773 25? ©Sg 2Oi8®0g S50cg2? 255d255 0 <®.

0§25)325?O-€io25) 203 255380235 €£30325525) §85525530 ££253 @6
©Sg 20̂ 8® 63̂ 203 84)33 203 25)325?S3-€a>25) 25?©025)CO0 ££g0
0(_. 2 0 ,0 0 0  255 gg 0-325)325'©2025? §5? §)°<§8 ©0325? 8g330 
©25)3002 0? g630 ££0)S3©25) 9®3S))33°e9C3 ©025) £>3dî ®0
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SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES
Tokyo, Japan 15—19 Nov. 1982

By N. AMARASINGHE
(Director, National Library, Sri Lanka)

Directors o f National Libraries in the Asian 
and Oceania regions m et in Tokyo, Japan in  Nov. 
1982 to discuss international cooperation among  
National Libraries in Asia and Oceania. 
Following papers were read by the respective 
participants.

Mr. Harrison Bryan: Director General, National 
Library of Australia. Recent developments in inter
national cooperation in library and information services in 
Asia and the Pacific : An Australian perspective. Mr. 
K. M. Karim : Director of Archives and Libraries, 
Bangladesh. Compilation of a National Bibliography : 
some problems. Rev. Lopen Pem ala:Director, National 
Library of Bhutan — Past achievements actual state and 
future directions. Mr. Tan Xiangjin: Deputy Director, 
National Library of China. Some thoughts on resource 
sharing. Mr. K antilal L. J inna : Chief Librarian. Library 
Service of Fiji. Mr. Alex NG. Chief Librarian, Urban 
Council Libraries Hongkong (Territory). An introduction 
of the Urban Council Public Libraries, Hongkong. Mr. 
Subhas C. Biswas: Director, Central Secretarial Library, 
India. South East Asian Collection in India — Problems and 
prospects with emphasis on exchange of publications. M astiri 
Hardo Prakoso Director, National library of Indonesia. 
The Role of the National library of Indonesia in resource 
sharing. Ma. M asahiro Arao: Librarian, National Diet 
Library, Japan. Some proposals for better understanding and 
close cooperation among librarians in Asia and Oceania. Mr. 
K ye-hyunLoh: Librarian, National Library, Korea. 
The Role of Central Libraries in the 1 990t. Mr. M oham m ed  
Hashin: Director General, National Library of
Malaysia. Current priorities in Book Development and 
libraries. Mr. P. G. Scott: National Librarian, New 
Zealand. The New Zealand National Bibliography. Mr. 
Nem atullah Bett: Librarian, Liaquat Hall Library, 
Pakistan. Preservation of deteriorating materials. Sir 
John Yocklumn: National Librarian, Papua New 
Guinea. Recent developments, with particular reference to re - 
source sharing. Dr. Serafin D. Quiason Director, NL of 
Philippines. Inter-Asian and Oceanic Library Cooperation 
an illusive concept and a reality. Mrs. Hoding Anuar : 
Director, NL of Singapore. The NLDC,— SEA Con
sortium. Mr. N. Am arasinghe: Director, National

Library of Sri Lanka. National Library services in Sri 
Lanka. Mrs. K ullasap Gesmankit: Director, NL of 
Thailand. Resource sharing activities of the NL of 
Thailand 1979 — 1982. Mr. TrinhG iem : Director, NL 
Viet-Nam. Collection o f legal deposit copies and com
pilation of Bibliographies at the National libraries of Viet-Nam. 
Mr. Shini M atsum oto: GIP, Unesco. Unesco's in
formation activities on resource sharing.

At the conclusion of the conference, the following 
recommendations were unanimously adopted :

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Second International Conference of Directors of 

National Libraries on Resource Sharing in Asia and 
Oceania meeting in Tokyo from 15th to 19th November 
1982, hereby proposes :

(1) Recognizing the im portance o f the role o f  
a national library as the centre for national 
and international resource sharing, the 
Conference recom m ends :
(A) that in countries where national libra

ries have not been established yet, the 
governm ents o f  countries concerned  
consider the establishm ent o f  such  
institutions so that the role o f  a 
national library be recognized and 
carried out effectively.

(B) that in  countries where national 
libraries have already been estab
lished, they direct increased attention  
and effort toward resource sharing.

(2) Recognizing that effective resource sharing 
depends largely upon access to materials, 
especially in such countries where library 
resources are extremely limited, the Con
ference recommends that all national libraries 
in Asia and Oceania make every effort to make 
their resources available as far and as freely as 
possible for the purpose of international lending 
and reprographic services.

(3) Recognizing the importance and value of a 
national bibliography as an effective tool for
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implementing national and international len
ding and reprographic services, the Conference 
recommends that in countries which do not 
yet have a national bibliography, governments 
of these countries consider providing positive 
assistance for the compilation of a national 
bibliography.

(4) Recognizing that a legal deposit system designed 
to ensure the comprehensive acquisition of 
national publications by the national library, 
is an essential basis for compiling a national 
bibliography, the Conference recommends that A 
a high priority be given to the introduction of 
this system in countries where it does not yet 
exist. As regards the countries where legal 
deposit already exists, the Conference felt that
an appreciable amount of materials published 
in most countries is not received as legal deposit 
and listed in national bibliographies. The 
Conference, therefore, recommends that govern
ments experiencing such difficulty review their 
legal deposit legislation and establish such 
further machinery to enlarge the catchment of 
materials to collect the remaining percentage 
that escapes listing.

(5) Recognizing the existence of a number of old 
and historical documents in the region which 
are in danger of being lost to the country of 
origin, the Conference recommends that each 
government provide assistance to its nadonal 
library or other appropriate institutions to 
locate these documents in order to collect and 
preserve them through purchase or copying.

(6) In order to prevent the deterioration of printed 
materials caused by tropical climatic conditions 
as well as by chemical reactions in paper itself, 
the Conference recommends :
(A) that each country formulate effective pre

servation policies;
(.B) that assistance be sought for the improve

ment of facilities for training and research 
in conservation in the region; and

(C) that assistance be provided to countries in 
the region without conservation labo
ratories to establish such facilities.

(7) Recognizing the increasing need to apply 
modern information technology to various 
aspects of library operations, such as the compi
lation of bibliographies, information retrieval 
etc., the Conference recommends that each 
national library consider the introduction of such 
technology when and wherever appropriate.

(8) In order to promote better understanding and 
closer co-operation among national libraries in 
Asia and Oceania, the Conference recommends :
(A) that consideration be given to the holding 

of more frequent meetings, not necessarily 
limited to heads of the institutions, for the 
exchange of information, views and expe
riences, but especially in order to establish 
personal contacts, and

(B) that the exchange of information among 
libraries be promoted;
(a) by the exchange of their own publi

cations such as information bulletins, 
annual reports, statistics, etc.

(b) by the publication and distribution of 
a newsletter (Co-ordinator, Librarian 
of the National Diet Library, Tokyo) 
designed to serve as a forum for effec
tive communication among librarians 
in Asia and Oceania, and

(c) by the publication and distribution of 
other appropriate materials.

(9) Recognizing the need for training and transfer 
of technology and expertise at regional and 
international levels, the Conference recommends: 
(.4) that countries with library schools and

well-equipped libraries be encouraged to 
welcome trainees from less developed coun
tries for professional education and work 
experience, and

(.B) that UNESCO, IFLA, IDRC or other inter
national aid agencies provide funds to 
facilitate the implementation or secure 
the continuation of these programmes for 
staff training.

(10) Recognizing the value and the necessity of 
continuing dialogue among the national libraries 
in this region, the Conference recommends that 
a meeting such as the present one be held once 
every three yeai's, and that the next Conference 
be held in  Sri Lanka in  1985, i f  possible.

(11) Recognizing the importance of the recommen
dations adopted by the International Congress 
on Universal Availability of Publications held 
in May 1982 as well as the proposals already 
adopted by IFLA, both in this area and in 
relation to Universal Bibliographic Control, 
the Conference recommends that each country 
take appropriate steps to achieve the aims set 
out in these recommendations and proposals.

Contd. on p. 38.
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A GLIMPSE OF LIBRARY SERVICES 
IN SOVIET RUSSIA
Mrs. NELIYA FERNANDO
Assistant. Director, SLJVSB

In a country that extends over one-sixth of the 
world’s land mass and occupied by 264 million 
people, information is almost a basic human need. 
The U.S.S.R. is made up of 15 Union Republics of 
which Russia, or the Russian Soviet Federative Socia
list Republic is the largest. Its capital is Moscow. 
Soviet Russia’s national information policies are closely 
geared to achieving social development and it is the 
State’s responsibility to see that there are no obstacles 
to impede communication of information which is a 
vital factor for development.

The National Library system of the U.S.S.R. is 
composed of National Libraries, Mass Libraries, 
University Libraries, School Libraries, Special 
Libraries, Technical Libraries and Children’s Libraries. 
Each republic has its own leading library which enjoys 
national status and serve as National Libraries. The 
Mass Libraries which are similar to our Public Libra
ries with no definite sets of user groups have as their 
leading library the Republican state library. They 
serve as deposit libraries for the republic and stock 
deposit copies of publications of other republics in the 
U.S.S.R. These libraries also function as the central 
pivot in the Republican library system making avail
able their rich resources to the nation through well 
organized co-operative schemes.

Special Children’s Libraries

Special libraries vary from those serving state Depart
ments to Trade Union Libraries. Trade Union 
Libraries strive to provide information and also supply 
reading material to the workers, farmers and in
tellectuals as the case may be. Special feature in the 
library system of the U.S.S.R. is the chain of children’s 
libraries amounting to 3,500 that have been specially 
set up to supply the information needs of school-going 
children. Within each republic the network of child
ren’s libraries operate at district and city levels within 
each region. These children’s libraries too are classified 
as Mass libraries and are controlled by the Ministry 
of Culture in close coordination with the Ministry of 
Education and the School Library system. School 
Libraries mainly function to supplement the educational

programmes of the school. The aim of the children’s 
library is to cultivate and develop the interests so 
generated in the school’s environment. These are in 
fact like the public libraries we are familiar with—though 
miniature in scale and size. They are fully equipped 
with Reference arid Reading materials collections, 
serials collections, audio visual units and also conduct 
story hours, exhibitions and meetings with authors 
and writers etc.

CENTRALIZED ACQUISITIONS
The children’s libraries operate a centralized 

acquisitions programme and resources are shared 
through inter-library lending systems. The library’s 
stock is divided into three categories :

Group 1 — for grades 1, 2, 3
Group 2 — for grades 4, 5, 6
Group 3 — for grades 7, 8, 9, 10

Apart from supplying the information needs of 
children, special emphasis is laid upon vocation el 
prospects, and children specially those falling into 
group 3 are exposed to prevalent conditions in the 
country in respect to career opportunities in order to 
give them an opportunity to equip themselves to face 
realities of today. These libraries also study the 
reading habits of children and cany out numerous other 
surveys and studies for the purpose of ascertaining 
their needs and identifying gaps in the information 
supply system. Thus the data gathered is analysed 
and recommendatory advice based on the findings are 
offered both to the publishing trade as well as to 
authors and writers, the information generators.

The National Library
The Mass Libraries are appropriately centrally con

trolled by the Ministry of Culture of the Supreme 
Soviet. Some of these libraries even function as non
lending Public Libraries, and at the head of all these is 
the National Library of the Soviet Union. The State 
Lenin Library in Moscow started life as the Moscow 
Public Library in 1862, and in 1918 with the transfer 
of the Soviet capital from Petersburg to Moscow this 
library was elevated to the supreme position of the 
National Library of the country. Today its total
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holdings amount to 36 million and is one of the richest 
depositories of literature in the world. Unlike many 
other national libraries the State Lenin Library is not 
a Copyright Library nor does it compile the national 
bibliography. This task is performed by the All Union 
Book Chamber which is an independent body that 
receives deposit copies under Deposit Laws, sometimes 
as many as 60 copies per title from publishers. Each 
of the Republics has its own Book Chamber and 
through co-ordination, deposit stocks arc effectively 
built up. However, the State Lenin Library maintains a 
deposit collection on a selective basis depending on its 
acquisition policies. There is a large number of 
libraries that specialize in various scientific and techno
logical information sources offering a wide range of 
services to the users and as such the National Library 
concentrates mainly on social sciences and humanities, 
although its holdings can be aptly described as universal.

CLASSIFICATION
The Library has devised its own classification scheme 

and except the scientific and technical libraries that 
use the Universal Decimal Classification Scheme or a 
modified version of it all the other libraries adopt the 
system known as BIBICA (Bibliothecal Bibliographical 
System) which is the classification system of the State 
Lenin Librarv.

The State Lenin Library being the National Library 
also functions as the focal point of the network of 
libraries in the National system. The Union Catalogue 
of holdings of the major libraries of the country has 3 
million entries and it is noteworthy that the holdings 
of the National Library was not included in this Union 
Catalogue as its Own catalogue is adequate for the 
purpose. There are numerous co-operative schemes 
that have originated through resource sharing pro
grammes and this is conspicuous in all areas of library 
activities throughout the country.

O f significance is the work carried out in research 
and methodology and conservation. As the main 
library of the country it offers methodological guidance 
to other libraries and shares with these libraries results 
of research carried out.

This no doubt helps the libraries that need such 
assistance and guidance resulting in optimum 
utilization of resources. Conservation too is regarded 
as a highly specialized job where the staff is exposed to 
latest ..techniques and methods. With great reluctance 
librarians arc compelled to resort to machine-oriented 
conservation techniques due to the voluminous amount 
of work handled although manual methods are still 
preferred in the case of restoring rare material.

The State Lenin Library is the country’s leading 
research institution in the field of library studies and 
bibliology. The development and introduction of 
uniform methods is an important part of the methodo
logical assistance rendered by the National Library to 
libraries in the country. The Lenin Library also plays 
a leading role in activities on standardization in 
library work.

State Library o f Foreign Literature

The Library of Foreign Literature in Moscow covers 
a broad range of subjects and functions as the repository 
ofliterature in foreign languages. Extensive and com
prehensive holdings in humanities, fine arts and 
literature of other countries amount to four and a half 
million volumes. The Library maintains a Union 
Catalogue of foreign books and serves other libraries 
through co-operative programmes. International book 
exchange is one valuable source of expanding the 
information resource collection of the library and with 
this end in view it maintains liaison with around 1,500 
organizations in 90 countries.

Its acquisition policies have been formulated to 
correspond with those of the State Lenin Library which 
is also situated in Moscow. The library of Foreign 
literature has material in 250 foreign languages and 
prepares over 1,000 bibliographies in a year in order 
to satisfy user needs. Practically every week various 
themes or topics are selected and special programmes 
such as exhibitions and discussions are held to com
memorate or highlight a particular event or pay tribute 
to an individual.

Special Libraries

The Central Agricultural Library as its name indi
cates is the major library in the field of agriculture in 
the country and functions as the focal point in the 
network of agricultural libraries. Its main objective 
is to disseminate information and knowledge to research 
workers, scientists and students and special emphasis 
is laid upon disseminating results of research work 
carried out for the benefit of those actually engaged in 
agricultural activities as well as to avoid duplication of 
efforts resulting in wastage of valuable resources.

The library through modern methods in disseminating 
scientific information keeps its users alert with latest 
information. The library’s stock is around 5 million 
and it subscribes to 3,000 periodical titles. Inter 
library loan services are made available to 6,000 
Soviet and foreign organizations while it exchanges 
material with 1,500 organizations.
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Its holdings are of great scientific and cultural 
value. The library stores comprehensive collections 
of domestic and foreign literature in agriculture and 
allied subjects thus providing information support to 
agricultural research and development programmes. 
Materials dating back to the 16th century are partic
ularly valuable to the history of the evolution of 
scientific agricultural thought as well as the history 
of agricultural literature.

There are many other special libraries that serve 
various State Departments and missions. The libraries 
of the Academy of sciences take a prominent place 
among the special libraries. There are 39 such libra
ries attached to the Academies in the country out of 
which the 4 major libraries considered as the nerve 
centres are those in Leningrad, Moscow and Siberia. 
These serve a total of 630 Academies in the whole of 
the U.S.S.R. and the Union Catalogue of the library 
in Leningrad has fifteen and a half million entries.

Readers are served through its reading rooms and 
individual and inter-library loans. It maintains con
tact with many different organizations throughout the 
world and carries out exchange programmes with many 
countries.

Non-lending Public Libraries
Mass Libraries as they are popularly known provide 

the nation with the information it needs. Irrespective 
of ideologies political systems of all shades have realised 
and recognized the value of communication. The 
Mass Libraries are truly open to the public and offer 
many special services to the community it serves.

A new concept of non-lending Public or Mass 
Libraries have been put to test in creating the 
Yankakupala central Mass Library in the year 1949. 
This functions as the Central Mass Library for the

Byelorussian Republic and has twenty one filials 
attached to it.

In organization and resource content it resembles 
the State Lenin Library. When all state Mass 
Libraries in this republic were brought under a centra
lization programme this library became the focal point 
and houses the Union Catalogue containing entries of 
Mass Libraries within the republic. The library’s main 
stock is on closed access although auxiliary collections 
on major disciplines are maintained in close proximity 
to reading halls where users' have direct access to them. 
A special collection is maintained for youth (14-21 
years) and it contains material specially selected to 
serve their interests. For this purpose they maintain 
close contact with schools and the teaching profession 
and also with youth organizations. It also conducts 
surveys research pertaining to user habits and demands 
of all the component libraries in the system. This 
work assists its central acquisition programme im
mensely.

o
The libraries of the U.S.S.R. is a component of its 

coherent information system which promotes inter
connection between all levels of information users and 
information generators. Its unparalleled efficiency and 
the resulting success story marvelled the world when 
it pioneered into space. Development of information 
resources and information supply systems to each 
specific level of user groups and careful integration of 
these into viable networks has enabled the Soviet 
libraries to cope with the demands of the information 
era the world is facing today.

(This article does not claim  to be an exhaustive 
study o f  Soviet libraries. It is  only an attem pt to 
share with the readers the experiences o f  the 
writer during a two week visit to som e o f  the 
libraries in Soviet R ussia ).
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COLLECTION OF BOOKS FOR THE 

SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board (SLNLSB) has 
started collecting material for deposit in the National Library of Sri 
Lanka which is to be opened shortly.

The Board would be grateful for any gifts, donations of 
books, periodicals and other documents relevant to Sri Lanka for 
deposit in the National Library.

Books weeded out from libraries may also be transported 
to the National Library for deposit in its repositories which will be 
made available for reference in the event of such a need arising.

Librarians! please contact the Directer if you have unwanted 
publications.

P.O .Box 1764 CHAIRMAN
Independence Avenue
COLOMBO-7 Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
Te l: 598847
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Indexing Expert 
Visits Sri Lanka

Mi's. Inex Smith, a lecturer at Loughborough 
University, U.K. arrived in Sri Lanka for a short visit 
during the second week of April. Before coming to 
Sri Lanka she spent three weeks in Lahore, Pakistan 
as a British Council Library Advisor where she conduc
ted a three week workshop for University Librarians on 
Indexing. While in Sri Lanka, Mrs. Smith visited 
the National Library Board and had discussions with 
the Editorial staff of the National Bibliography on 
problems of transliteration, PRECIS indexing, machine 
readable bibliographic records, and computer appli
cation.

Library Training 
Programmes: 1982

413 librarians have been trained by the Sri Lanka 
National Library Services Board, through continuing 
education programmes during the year 1982. This 
was the highest number trained in a single year by the 
Library Board. Among those trained are 228 public 
librarians, 150 school librarians and 35 technical 
institute librarians. 15 training programmes ranging 
from 3 days to one week’s duration have been conducted 
for training of these librarians during the year.

Resource persons for these programmes were drawn 
from among qualified senior librarians, the National 
Library, the universities and other large library systems 
in the country.

Batticaloa Seminar
A two day training programme for Public and 

School Librarians in Batticaloa District was conducted 
on the 28th and 29th of April at the Public Library 
Auditorium, Batticaloa. About 50 librarians and 25 
officials from the Department of Local Government and 
the Department of Education participated in this 
seminar, conducted in the Tamil medium.

The seminar was organised by the SNLSB responding 
to the requests of Librarians of the District that oppor
tunities for training- be made available to those who 
are unable to attend full-time courses in librarianship.

SECOND INTERNATIONAL....
Contd. from page 24

(12) In order to facilitate the implementation of the 
programme on resource sharing proposed above, 
the Conference recommends that UNESCO, 
IFLA and other relevant organizations be 
invited to extend support to these programmes.

(13) Recognizing that the proposal to establish a 
regional network for scientific and technological 
information in Asia and Pacific (ASTINFO) 
is significant both in itself and in respect of the 
high level of consultation proposed, the Con
ference commends UNESCO for its initiative 
and recommends the project to the Conference 
members for their careful consideration and 
support.

(14) Those recommendations which are of specific 
relevance to UNESCO or IFLA should be 
forwarded to them for their positive conside
rations and supports.

38 ge&ataoe ê 0aaf2S 4/1—2
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Second Workshop in August
The Library Association’s second International 

Summer Workshop is scheduled to be held at the , 
Library Association in London from the 31st August to ■ 

_9th September. *
'4 -i *

The Workshop of three seminars is intended for 
Librarians, information workers, administrators, 
teachers, manpower planners and similar persons 
concerned with information and library resources. 
Some of the leading personalities in the relevant 
subjects are expected to participate as resource persons 
in the seminar.

WORKSHOP FOR LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE TEACHERS

A workshop for Library and Information Science 
teachers, the first of its kind, was held in the 
Colombo Public Library Conference Hall from 
05.04.83 to J17.04.83. The workshop was inaugu
rated by the Hon. Minister of Educational Services, 
Mr. Lionel Jayatileke. Mrs. Ann Irving, Senior 
Lecturer, Department of Library Studies, Lough- 

. borough University, England and Library
Education Adviser, conducted the Workshop.
The following topics were discussed during the 
workshop:—
Teaching methods : Lecturing styles

do. Lecture structures
do. Projects and research

curriculum design and 
developemnt

Evaluating performance: Assignments
do. Examinations

Putting into action : (i) Choosing methods
do (ii) Planning work

35 librarians who also work as part time lecturers 
in the library science course in the University of 
Kelaniya and Colombo, Sri Lanka Library Associ
ation and Sri Lanka National Library Services 
Board participated in the seminar. The Library 
Education and Training Division of the SLNLSB 
organised the workshop with the assistance of the 
British Council.
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