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THE AUTHOR, THE READER AND 
THE CONCEPT OF COPYRIGHT - I
Ariyaratne Senadheera
Chief Librarian, University o f Peradeniya

A brief introduction to the theory and practice of copyright with special reference to libraries in Sri Lanka
{Based on a lecture delivered at the University o f Peradeniya Library on 5th March 1981)

The reading materials available in libraries are largely 
the intellectual creations of authors. These works of 
authorship are often consulted, studied and copied by the 
readers, researchers and the librarians in their common 
endeavour for pursuing knowledge, paying little or no 
attention to the rights of the creators of the materials.

If the intellectual creations are either wilfully or un
intentionally abused in the process of their use, the 
authors could get discouraged in the creative process, 
resulting in a low out-put in creative works, which 
would bring adverse effects on the reader and researcher 
in their quest for knowledge. The concept of copy
right has, therefore, been evolved and practised to 
stimulate the creation and public dissemination of works 
while giving the authors a reward of recognition for 
their contribution to the society.

Theory of Copyright:

‘Copyright’ is the term used in English speaking coun
tries to characterise the legal recognition of the right 
to control or benefit from the communication of works of 
authorship.

Although copyright cannot be considered an absolute 
property right, it can be classed as a form of property. 
The difference between copyright and ordinary forms 
of property stem from certain unique characteristics of 
intellectual property such as literary, artistic or scientific 
works for which copyright is applicable.

The purpose of creating literary, artistic and scientific 
works is to communicate their contents to the minds of 
the reader, user, viewer, admirer, scholar and student. 
Once this disclosure takes place the work so disclosed 
cannot any longer be possessed or controlled.

With current possibilities of unlimited reproduction, 
utilising modern printing and photocopying methods on 
the one hand and with excellent library facilities well 
supported by efficient inter-library loan networks on the 
other, it has become extremely difficult to protect this 
kind of property by law.

The literature on copyright is crowded by divergent 
efforts to explain it as a form of property, monopoly, 
statutory reward, natural right and personal right. 
Those who argue that copyright is a form of property 
no different from lands and houses demand unlimited 
perpetual rights in copyright works. According to 
them the purpose of the copyright law is to safeguard 
the rights of the author against the exploitation of 
their works by others.

o

Those who advocated the diametrically opposed 
theory that copyright is a monopoly of the authors, 
believed that since all monopolies are evil, that authors 
should be given as little protection as possible.

They believe that copyright should be no bar to disse
mination of information. It should in fact protect the 
rights and privileges of the reader researcher and student 
rather than that of the author.

There is also the theory that authorship is or should 
be an individual creative process which should be set in 
motion in the interest of the society and mankind. 
Those who espouse this theory believe that, as a means 
of stimulating the production of creative works, the 
authors should not only be adequately rewarded but 
also the important - personal element in authorship 
should be duly recognised.

All these theories, shed light on. certain important 
aspects of copyright. It is by. taking a detached view 
of the sum total of these theories that one would be able 
to reach a proper understanding of the subject. -
International Copyright

Returning from speculation to fact, I  must give a 
brief overview of the international copyright scene, 
before we come to discuss copyright matters' pertaining 
to our country.

Prior to 1880, except for a few countries like England, 
France, Denmark, etc., in Europe and the U.S.A., many 
countries did not possess any copyright laws. During the 
period 1882-1886, International Literary and Artistic 
Association formed in Paris took the lead in seeking ways 
to establish an international union of countries pledged to 
the protection of the rights of the authors. Thus in 1886
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the Berne Copyright Convention for the protection of 
literary and artistic works was formed.

Original Berne Union consisted of 14 countries. The 
Convention has gone through a series of partial or com
plete revisions at Paris in 1896, at Berlin in 1908, at 
Rome in 1928, at Brussels in 1948, at Stockholm in 
1967 and at Paris again 1971. In early 1970’s the 
Union consisted of 59 member countries. Both Great 
Britain and Sri Lanka have been members of the Berne 
Union.

USA has never been a party to the Berne Convention. 
With the object of binding pan-American countries to 
the Berne Convention, Unesco took the initiative for a 
second Internation Copyright Convention. This
second Convention adopted in Geneva in 1952 came to be 
known as the International Copyright Convention.

In early 1970’s International Copyright convention 
had 60 member countries, 40 of whom were already 
members of the Berne Union.

The view that the author should be the fundamental 
beneficiary of copyright protection has been the funda
mental philosophy underlying the Berne Convention.

Where this view prevails, the law starts from the 
premise that the protection should be as wide as pos
sible and should provide only those exceptions and 
limitations in public interest. The copyright laws of 
Berne Union countries, for instance, British Copyright 
Acts of 1911 and 1956 and also the Code of Intellectual 
Property Act of Sri Lanka 1979, reflect this approach.

It has also been observed that a slightly different 
approach has been adopted by the Universal Copyright 
Convention which espouses the philosophy that the 
law should give only as much protection as is necessary 
to induce authors to create and disseminate their works. 
The copyright law of U.S.A. PL 94-553 (Copyright) 
1976 seems to be following this approach.

However, there have been no salient points of dis
agreement between the two international copyright 
conventions. This has made it possible for members 
of one convention to seek membership of the other. 
This has also made it possible to bring about some 
uniformity in the copyright laws and practices through
out the world affording almost similar protection to 
authors in their own country as well as in other coun
tries.

Copyright Law of Sri Lanka
History of copyright in Sri Lanka begins with the 

British colonial times. Since the beginning of the 18th 
century British Parliament enacted copyright laws from 
time to time. Of them the British Copyright Act of 
1911 has a special significance, since it is the first of its 
kind to repeal all previous copyright legislation and

codify the Copyright law of Britain according to the 
requirements of the Berne Convention as revised in 1908.

The Act also made provision for its application to 
British Dominions. Taking advantage of this provision 
the British Copyright Act of 1911 was made applicable 
to Ceylon by the Ceylon Copyright Ordinance No. 120 
of 1912. A fcer 45 years, the British Copyright Act of 1911 
was repealed by the British Copyright Act of 1956, but 
this change was not applicable to Ceylon since she had 
obtained her independence in 1948.

Thus the provisions in the British Copyright Act of 
1911 continued to apply to Sri Lanka for over 67 years
i.e., 22 years more than that applied to Britain until it 
was repealed in 1979.

Our new Act, Code of Intellectual Property Act No. 52 
of 1979, came into operation in Sri Lanka on 1st January 
1980. A seven-member committee was appointed by 
the Hon. Minister of Trade and Shipping to draft the 
bill. The World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIDO) had supported and advised the committee in 
the drafting stage.

Code of Intellectual Property Act of 1979 is signi
ficant as a piece of legislation dealing with several related 
subjects such as copyright, industrial designs, patents 
and trade marks. Chapter 2 of the Act comprising 
Sections 6-24 deals with copyright. It is indeed a very 
slim piece of legislation compared with the repealed Act 
of British origin. The new Act, based on the 1971 
revision of the Berne Convention takes into conside
ration the present day copyright needs of Sri Lanka.

#  #  #

I now propose to make a brief overview of our new 
copyright law of Sri Lanka (1979) laying emphasis on 
only those areas of the Act which are significant to 
library users and library workers. In so doing I hope 
to define the scope and nature of the works protected, 
the exclusive rights of the authors, duration of copy
right and limitations imposed by the Act o p  the rights 
of the authors in view of promoting study and research. 
Of those limitations I propose to dwell on the doctrine 
of ‘Fair Use’ which has a special significance to the 
author, reader and the librarian.

Scope and nature of the works protected

According to the Act, the authors of original literary, 
artistic and scientific works are entitled to protection of 
their works, irrespective of the quality and the purpose 
for which they have been created. The Act enumerates 
10 different types of such works. They are :

(Contd. o n p . 16)
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CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES FOR 
GEOGRAPHY MATERIALS-PART III
M. A. Gunapala
Senior Assistant Librarian, University o f Peradeniya

Classification of geography materials; compiled by the 
Association of American Geographers: (Annals of
American Association of Geographers Vol XXVII (2) 
1937 : pp. 49-93).

In 1931, the Association appointed a Committee, 
under the chairmanship of S. W. Boggs to develop a 
classification scheme for Geography to be used in special 
libraries. The scheme was compiled and submitted to 
the Association in 1936 and published in the Associa
tion’s journal in 1937. This is a classification scheme 
devised for special libraries and its underlying principles 
could be roughly categorised as follows ;

(1) The most useful arrangement of geographical 
materials from the Geographer’s point of view is 
believed to be (a) area (b) subject (c) author and
(d) date. In the case of books dealing with both 
area and subjects, “area” will take precedence 
over subject in a geographical library. It is 
believed that maps should be filed by notation 
indicating (1) area (2) subject (3) date and (4) 
author.

(2) When the treatment in a book or an article is
, general or theoretical and of general applicability,

“ subject”  proceeds “ area.”

(3) The notation is a matter of concern to geographer 
because the more cumbersome it is, the more 
frequently will be required the use of a guide to 
the shelves or the map cases: therefore, the shorter 
and simpler the notation, specially for the main 
classes, the better the system will be. It should 
be logical and distinctive, if feasible, making it 
easy to remember in its larger divisions.

(4) Separate and preferably distinct notation is 
necessary for : (1) area (2) subject (3) date and
(4) author. The latter two are already provided 
for in library practice, so that only area and sub
ject need consideration.

The AAG scheme concentrates only on area and the 
subject classification. However, it would have been 
much better if the latter two were dealt within the same 
scheme which would not make the scheme extremely 
longer but would make the scheme more complete and 
easy to follow.

The AAG classification scheme is a purely enumera- 
tive classification which has both subject and regional 
approaches. As indicated in the underlying principles 
in the case of a book on Systematic geography, preference 
could be given to the subject.(9) Main emphasis is given 
to the region in respect of Geography books dealing with 
a particular region and in these cases subject is of 
secondary importance^10) This is so much in accor
dance with the educational concensus because the 
geographer looks at the problems from the regional 
point of view.

Room provided for subdividing regional Geography 
books according to area is very useful. In LC scheme 
Regional geography books are classified under History 
country numbers in classes D-F. Books dealing with 
a particular subject of a region will go under the subject 
and are subdivided according to the region, and there
fore, Regional geography literature could be seen scat
tered in LC system. Any system that will help could 
be followed in UDC. However, the method suggested 
by AAG scheme is certainly more profitable for geogra
phers because of its approach to study.

Main divisions of the AAG scheme are given in 
Appendix II and they are certainly more encouraging 
than those in UDC or LC. The divisions are General 
geography, Travel and Exploration, Mathematical geo
graphy, Physical geography, Biogeography, Human 
geography, Geographical teaching and Historical geo
graphy. Main subdivisions also seem to be more 
logical, viz ,

Human geography — Anthropology
— Geography of population
— Social and cultural geography
— Political geography
— Economic geography
— Military and naval geography.

The outline of the classification though not faultless, 
is certainly better than those of LC and UDC schemes. 
“Aid to geographical study” is assigned to class ‘k’ at 
the end of the classification scheme but it is more logical 
to be placed at the beginning because the type of mate
rial that will go there are fundamental reference mate
rials that would be useful for geographical study. 
“ Settlements and Urban geography” is placed as a sub
division of Population geography. But it should be
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given equal status with Population geography and be 
placed as a main subdivision of Human geography.

Treatment of maps and atlases in AAG scheme is 
somewhat similar to that given to Regional geography 
class. A noteworthy feature in regard to maps and 
atlases is the asterisk marked in front of most of the 
class numbers. A footnote of the AAG scheme says 
“the subjects indicated by an asterisk are, in most ins
tances, those that have been.utilised in cataloguing the 
maps in the map collection, of the US Department of 
State. This section of the subject may prove nearly 
sufficient for map classification and cataloguing in some 
map collections: these maps are, of course, equally 
adopted to the classification of Geographical literature. 
Many subjects that are not marked by an asterisk will 
also prove to be useful to map classification.”

In the meantime it has given separate numbers for 
maps and atlases under some subjects. However, kh- 
atlases, under the main class ‘Aid to geographical study’ 
helps to collect maps and atlases under the main number. 
It is a weakness in the AAG scheme that the other 
cartographical presentations cannot be brought together 
in this classification. UDC and LC have dealt the 
maps and atlases classification with much care in order 
to help the geographical study and to organise a map 
collection suitably.

Although Boggs and Lewis (4) were able to devise an 
excellent maps and atlases classification in 1954, princi
ples therein have been little adapted in this classification 
scheme. However, as far back as 1937, Boggs had the 
basic principles of classifying maps and atlases in mind 
and in the underlying principles he proposes area— 
subject—date—author classification system. Yet the 
system he had in mind is not clearly given in the classifi
cation, and, therefore, it makes it difficult for the 
reader to understand.

The classification scheme starts with a “General 
geography : General description” class for which most 
of the items in “class k-A ids to geographical study” 
should be included. Reference materials of a subject 
is more helpful at the beginning of a scheme so that in 
the shelves of a library the reference materials will be 
shelved at the beginning. The item in class k (biblio
graphies, periodicals, dictionaries, encyclopaedias, 
gazetteers, atlases, biographies) should be in the general 
section at the beginning. In the general class ae— 
Geographical regions, landscape etc* (principles of 
Regional geography) should be with Theoretical geogra
phy for which no place is found in AAG scheme.

The arrangement of class b-Mathematical geography 
is satisfactory with ‘size and shape of the earth’ at the 
beginning and proceeds to the main subdivisions ‘Move
ment of the earth’ (bd), Determination of positions (bf), 
Surveying, map making or map sketching in the field 
(bj) etc. Other branches of Geography such as Statis
tical geography or Statistical techniques and Projections 
seem more appropriate in class b.

Grouping geomorphology, meteorology and climato
logy, and oceanography close together in class c- 
Physical geography is bofh helpful and logical because 
they are closely related. It is also useful to have 
places allocated for fringe subjects such as Geophysics, 
geochemistry, and Geology because knowledge in these 
sciences is essential for detailed study of Physical geogra
phy. The arrangement of the Geomorphology class 
(cb) in the scheme is very helpful, viz :

ebb — Work of forces originating in the interior of 
the earth

cbk — Work of the atmosphere (for deserts, 
steps, etc. see dg).

cbm — Work of flowing surface water.
cbn — Work of subterranean water (Karst topo

graphy).
ebr — Work (or in) standing water.
ebs — Ice sheets glaciers, ground ice and their 

work.
ebu — Land forms due to the combined work of 

different agencies.
cd — The rivers of the lands.

In this classification cbh—Volcanic ac'ivities and 
related forms is too brief, ebu—Land forms due to 
combined works of different agencies, is an attractive 
addition in this scheme which is not found both in 
UDC and LC. Even though, cycle of erosion in its 
different forms has been included in AAG scheme, no 
place is assigned for slopes and their development.

Class ce—Oceanography is detailed enough except 
that it has not given a place for study of instruments, 
as in LC. Meteorology and Climatology (of) section is 
not well drafted and quite a large number of important 
topics have been left out or generalised. ‘Atmospheric 
circulation: wind’ are put together in cfk. There is no 
number for monsoons. All aspects of precipitation 
(cfmb) and clouds (cfms) have been generalised and they 
cannot be detailed enough for a special library which 
needs micro-treatment of subject areas. Generalization 
of the classification of clouds is common to LC and 
UDC as well. Class d—Biography also presented in a 
very generalized form, e.g.
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dg — Vegetational regions
dh — Desserts
dk — Steppes and prairies
dm — Moors and heaths,
do — Tundra

It does not give subdivisions for other important types 
such as Deciduous, Coniferous, Equatorial vegetation 
etc. Animal geography (Zoogeography) (dr) though 
generalized is somewhat satisfactory when compared to 
the small volumes of literature available on this subject. 
However, class d needs more expansion taking into 
consideration the conservation aspect which is currently 
widely discussed subject in any part of the world.

Human geography has been given the largest space in 
this scheme from class e to h, which is reasonable when 
compared to the large amount of literature available on 
the subject. The pattern of main subdivisions shown 
in the outline cannot be seen in the main schedule.

Class f—Political geography consists of two main 
divisions as follows :

fa — Boundaries.
fb — The state and its territorial divisions: ad

ministrative and judicial divisions.

Both sections are well organised and well classified 
except that “fh—International alliances: Leagues: Inter
national rivalries: Geopolitics” should be another main 
subdivisions under Political geography. In fact Geopo
litics should come at the beginning of the f  class because 
it includes theoretical studies of Political geography.

Economic geography (g) is one of the best organised 
and also has a detailed schedule with its logical and 
helpful arrangement. The arrangement of main sub
divisions itself will show its impressiveness up to a 
certain extent, viz :

ga — Economic geography
ga — Economic regions
gb — Natural resources
gbb — Mineral resources
gbm — Food supply
gc — Agriculture
gor — Forests and forestry
get — Textile industries
gcu — Animal industries and products
gd — Products of oceans and rivers and lakes
gf -— Transportation

It begins with resources or raw materials and goes on 
to human activities such as Agriculture, agriculture- 
based industries, and manufacturing industries and 
finally transportation.
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Military and Naval geography (h) is satisfactorily 
dealt with except that its relative location with Political 
geography would have been more suitable. Class j 
(Geographical teaching: institutions engaged in geogra
phical teaching) k (Aid to geographical study: Collec
tions: Library economy: Biographies) and n (History of 
geography) are also more logical at the beginning of the 
scheme.

A helpful feature that runs throughout the entire 
classification scheme is see also and see reference that 
guides the reader to the correct place or the related 
subjects. Two weaknesses noticeable in the scheme 
are :

(1) Area table ; The illogical order of arrangement in 
the area table puts the reader into inconvenience. 
As an example if Asia section is taken, regional 
divisions are given at the be inning and country 
divisions separately as given below :

400 — Asia
402 — Northern Asia
403 — Western Asia
404 — Central Asia
405 — Eastern Asia: Far East
406 — South Asia
406.5 — South-east Asia 
410 — Near Asia.

South Asia regional division is 406 but the 
country fell far away in 450’s.

450 — India: British India.
450.2 — French India.
450.4 — Portuguese India.
457 — Burma.
458 — Nepal and Bhutan
459 — Ceylon

Apart from separation of literature of South Asia 
region and South Asian countries Burma has been 
included among South Asian countries which in 
fact is a South East Asian country.

(2) There is no relative index for the classification. 
Index is a very helpful guide to the classifier.

Though the scheme has not been revised after its 
compilation in 1937, with all its short-comings, it has 
some good features because the nature of the subject 
and the needs of the geographer have been considered 
by the compiler. The aforesaid is true despite the fact 
that it cannot conveniently and helpfully absorb newly 
developed branches of Geography such as Medical cli
matology, Biometeorology, etc.
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Contd. from p. 8

THE AUTHOR...
(1) Books, pamphlets and other writings.
(2) Lectures, addresses, sermons and other similar 

Works
(3) Dramatic works.
(4) Musical works.
(5) Choreographic works and pantomimes.
(6) Cinematographic, radiophonic and audio-visual 

works.
(7) Works of drawing, painting, architecture, sculp

ture, engraving etc.
(8) Photographic works.
(9) Works of applied art.

(10) Illustrations, plans, maps and three dimensional 
works, relative to geography, topography, archi
tecture and science.

Copyright law, therefore, applies to all original works 
of authorship irrespective of the fact that they are ever 
published or disseminated the basic requirements being :

(a) they should be works originally created.
(b) they should be fixed in some tangible medium of 

expression from which the work can be perceived, 
reproduced or otherwise communicated either 
directly or with a machine or devise.

Exclusive rights of author/copyright owner
The Act in the first instance sets forth the exclusive

rights of the author in broad terms. The rights so 
recognised can be initially divided into two categories as 
moral rights and economic rights.

What are the moral rights o f authors ? The moral 
rights consist of basically two aspects namely :

(a) Authors right to claim authorship of his work 
and his right to claim that his authorship be indi
cated when his work is communicated in some 
tangible form.

(b) Author’s right to object to and to seek, relief in 
connection with any distortion, mutilation or 
modification of his work.

Moral rights are possessed exclusively by the author and 
are not transferable.

What are the economic rights of authors? They are 
the rights through which the author obtains an economic 
gain. Subject to certain limitations we shall be discus
sing later, the author has the exclusive right to do or 
authorise to do any of the following for his economic 
gain :

(а) Reproduce his work.
(б) Make a translation, adaptation, arrangement or 

other transformation of his work.
(c) Communicate the work to the public by perfor

mance, broadcasting, television or any other 
means.

Economic rights are transferable within the duration of 
copyright.
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