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T H E E M E R G E N C Y ( M I S C E L L A N E O U S P R O V I S I O N S A N D P O W E R S ) 
R E G U L A T I O N S , N O . 12 O P 1976 

O R D E R MADE BY THE PRESIDENT BY VIRTUE OF THE POWERS VESTED IN HIM BY REGULATION 2 OF THE EMERGENCY (MISCELLANEOUS 

PROVISIONS AND POWERS) REGULATIONS, N O . 12 OF 1976. 

W . GQPALLAWA, 

PRESIDENT. 

COLOMBO, December 17, 1976. 
ORDER 

1. THIS ORDER MAY BE CITED AS THE ESSENTIAL SERVICES ORDER, 1976. 

2. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE EXPRESSION " ESSENTIAL SERVICES " IN REGULATION 2 OF THE EMERGENCY (MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS AND POWERS) REGULATIONS, N O . 12 OF 1976, THE FOLLOWING SERVICES ARE HEREBY DECLARED TO BE « F PUBLIC 
UTILITY OR TO BE ESSENTIAL TO THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY : — 

( 1 ) THE SUPPLY, PRESERVATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF articles OF FOOD OR DRINK. 

( 2 ) THE SUPPLY OR DISTRIBUTION OF FUEL, INCLUDING PETROLEUM PRODUCTS AND GAS. 

( 3 ) THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY. 

( 4 ) PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES FOL PASSENGERS OR GOODS. 

(5 ) WATER SUPPLY. 

( 6 ) POSTAL, TELEPHONE, TELEGRAPH AND BROADCASTING SERVICES. 

( 7 ) ALL SERVICE, WORK OR LABOUR, OF ANY DESCRIPTION WHATSOEVER, NECESSARY OR REQUIRED to BE DONE IN 
CONNECTION WITH— 

(A) THE DISCHARGE, CARRIAGE, LANDING, STORAGE, DELIVERY AND REMOVAL OF ARTICLES OF FOOD OR DRINK, OF 
OF COAL, OIL OR FUEL, FROM VESSELS WITHIN ANY PORT AS DENNED FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE CUSTOMS 
ORDINANCE (CAP. 235) ; 

(b) THE PLANTING, MANUFACTURE, PRODUCTION, SALE, SHIPPING OR STORAGE FOR SHIPPING OF TEA, RUBBER OR 
COCONUT, OR THE PRODUCE THEREOF J 

(C) THE MAINTENANCE, AND THE RECEPTION, CARE, FEEDING AND TREATMENT, OF PATIENTS IN HOSPITALS, 
NURSING HOMES, DISPENSARIES, AND OTHER SIMILAR INSTITUTIONS, WHETHER MAINTAINED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OR OTHERWISE; 

(t f ) UNDERTAKINGS MAINTAINED BY ANY LOCAL AUTHORITY FOR WATER SUPPLY, ELECTRICITY, DRAINAGE AND 
SEWERAGE, FIRE AND AMBULANCE SERVICES, CONSERVANCY AND SCAVENGING (INCLUDING THE REMOVAL 
AND DISPOSAL OF NIGHT-SOIL) ; 

(e) THE PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE OF FACILITIES FOR TRANSPORT SERVICES BYROAD, RAIL OR AIR, INCLUDING 
ROADS, BRIDGES, CULVERTS, AIRPORTS, PORTS AND RAILWAY LINES. 

( 8 } THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY ANY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OR BRANCH THEREOF. 

(9 ) LHE SERVICES PROVIDED BY ANY GOVERNMENT CORPORATION OR BRANCH THEREOF. 
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(10) The services provided by the Central Bank of Ceylon, the Bank of Ceylon and any other b a n * 
engaged in the transaction of commercial or financial business. 

>J 1) The services provided by any mercantile or commercial undertaking engaged in the importation, 
exportation, sale, supply or distribution of goods of any description whatsoever. 

(12) The services provided by all Co-operative Societies and Unions. 

<I3) All service, work or labour of any description whatsoever necessary or required to be done In 
connection with the processing, manufacture or distribution of the following industrial products, 
or the importation or supply of raw materials required for the processing, manufacture o r 
distribution of such products :— 

(a) Dried Milk Powder. 
(b) Poultry and animal food. 
(c) Ice. 
(<f) Cotton yam and cotton textiles. 
(e) Gas mantles. 
( / ) Acetylene gas. 
(M) Oxygen gas. 

(A) Uluminating candles, 
(i) Safety matches. 
(J) Pharmaceuticals and drugs. 
(k) Soap. 
(/) Multi-walled paper sacks. 
(m) Containers made wholly or partly out of polythene film, 
(n) Bottles and other containers made of glass, 
(o) Aluminium foil and finings. 
(p) Barbed wire. 
( f ) Staples. 
(r ) Containers made out of tin plate. 
(s) Collapsible tubes. 
(t) Metal fittings for tea chests. 
(u) Wire nails. 
(v) Electric bulbs. 
(w) Bicycle tyres and tubes. 
(x) Rubber solutions and cement. 

(14) All service or labour of any description whatsoever necessary or required to be done in connectloa 
with— 

(a) the manufacture, distribution, sale or export of ready-made garments by Apparel Exports, 
Hently Garments Limited, and United Garments International Limited, and of pencils 
by Ceylon Pencil Company Limited and Eliya Pencil Company ; and 

(b) the importation or supply of raw materials required for the manufacture of ready-made 
garments by Apparel Exports, Hently Garments Limited, and United Garments Inter
national Limited, and of pencib by Ceylon Pencil Company limited and Eliya Pencil 
Company. 

3. For the purposes of this order— 
(i) " local authority " means any Municipal Council, Urban Council, Town Council or Village Council. 

(11) " Government Corporation " means a corporation the capital of which is wholly or partly subscribed 
by the Government. 

4. This Order shall apply throughout Sri Lanka. 
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