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PART I : SECTION ( I ) - G E N E R A L 

G o v e r n m e n t Noti f icat ions 

P. O. No . W . 68 (70)/76. 

THE P U B L I C SECURITY O R D I N A N C E (CHAPTER 40) 

R E G U L A T I O N S MADE BY THE PRESIDENT UNDER SECTION 5 OF THE PUBLIC SECURITY ORDINANCE, UPON THE RECOMMENDA
TION OF THE PRIME MINISTER, 

W . GOPAIXAWA, 
President. 

COLOMBO, DECEMBER 17, 1976. 

Regulations 

1. THESE REGULATIONS MAY BE CITED AS THE EMERGENCY (WEIGHTS AND MEASURES) REGULATIONS. 

2. THESE REGULATIONS SHALL HAVE EFFECT NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE 
(CHAPTER 158) AND ANY REGULATIONS MADE THEREUNDER. 

3. ANY INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES OR ANY PRICE CONTROL INSPECTOR SHALL HAVE THE POWER— 

(A) TO ENTER ANY PREMISES USED FOR THE PURPOSES OF ANY TRADE IN ANY PLACE OR AREA IN THE ISLAND (INCLUDING 
ANY AREA WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATIVE LIMITS OF ANY LOCAL AUTHORITY), AND CHECK ANY WEIGHING OR 
MEASURING WHICH IS BEING OR WHICH HAS BEEN DONE FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELIVERING GOODS TO 
A PURCHASER ; 

(b) TO SEIZE AND DETAIN WHERE NECESSARY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ANY PROSECUTION IN RESPECT OF AN OFFENCE UNDER 
SECTION 44B OF THE ORDINANCE AS AMENDED BY ACT N O . 7 OF 1971, ANY GOODS WHICH HAVE BEEN SO 
DELIVERED IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE SAID SECTION 44B. 

4. THE WARDEN OF THE STANDARDS SHALL HAVE THE POWER to SANCTION THE INSTITUTION OF ANY PROSECUTION UNDER 
THE ORDINANCE IN ANY PART of THE ISLAND. 

5. I N THESE REGULATIONS— 

" INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES " MEANS AN INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES APPOINTED UNDER 
THE ORDINANCE ; 

" LOCAL AUTHORITY " MEANS ANY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, URBAN COUNCIL, TOWN COUNCIL AND VILLAGE COUNCIL 
AND INCLUDES THE ANURADHAPURA PRESERVATION BOARD ; 

" ORDINANCE " MEANS THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE (CHAPTER 158) ; 

" PRICE CONTROL INSPECTOR " MEANS A PRICE CONTROL INSPECTOR APPOINTED UNDER THE CONTROL OF PRICES 
ACT (CHAPTER 173) ; -

" WARDEN OF THE STANDARDS " MEANS THE WARDEN OF THE STANDARDS APPOINTED UNDER SECTION 2 OF THE 
ORDINANCE AND INCLUDES THE DEPUTY WARDEN OF THE STANDARDS. 
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6. In these regulations, unless the context olherwise requires— 

"article" means any article of food, drink or such article of merchandise essential to the lite of trie 
community as may be specified by the Competent Authority by notification publised in the Gazette; 

"Competent Authority" means— 

(a) any person appointed, by name or by office by the Prime Minister to be Competent Authority 
for the purpose of these regulations ; 

(b) for the whole Island, the Controller of Prices, (Food and Miscellaneous Articles), the Deputy 
Controller of Prices (Food and Miscellaneous Articles) and every Assistant Controller of 
Prices (Food and Miscellaneous Articles) ; and 

(c) for each administrative district, the Government Agent, the Additional Government Agent 
and every Assistant Government Agent of such distirct ; 

"street" includes any road, lane or passage, whether a thoroughfare or not, over which the public has a 
right of way, together with the land, whether covered or not by may pavement, as well as all drains 
embankments and ditches belonging or appurtenant thereto , or public open places and a such 
waste-land adjoining any street or road as may have been reserved for its protection or benefit ; 
and 

"unauthorized article" means— 

(i) any article imported or brought into Sri Lanka in contravention of the provisions of the 

Customs Ordinance ; or 

(ii) any article the distribution of which is regulated under the Food Control Act ; or 

(iii) any article or thing belonging to the Government or to any Public Corporation ; or 

(iv) any article in the possession of a trader who is not the holder of a licence issued under 

regulation 2 to trade in such article ; or 

(v) any article found in a place not specified in the licence issued under regulation 2 ; or 

(vi) any article found in such quantity in the possession of— 
(a) a trader as is, in the opinion of the Competent Authority, in excess of the requirements 

of the normal trading activity of such trader ; or 
(b) any other person, as is, in the opinion of the Competent Authority, in excess of the 

normal personal requirements of such person. 
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