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Libraries in SPI° Lanka

By Lionel R. Amarakoon,

Librarian -National Institute of Health Sciences, Kalutara.

Timely access to health sciences literature and
information can be a crucial element in eradicating
diseases, changing attitudes to public health problems
and saving lives etc. Health sciences literature is grow-
ing at a tremeridous rate and library clientele such as
policy makers, administrators, planners, people’s
representatives; Programme managers, trainers and
researchers; Health care workers and medical care
workers, find it difficult to keep pace with all that is
being produced in this field. They have access to
such a large amount of literature which contains poten-
tially useful information (published- and unpublished)
that they cannot go throught it all by themselves and
need assistence in gathering the material and in being
presented in a concise form with only that informatoin
which is most pertinent to their requirements.

In a developing world, the vital role of health
information as a basic tool for planning and manage-
ment to achieve the universally accepted goal of ‘‘Health
For All (HFA) by 2000 A. D."" is undisputably -para-
mount. It is for the use of readers that the libraries
exist. Reader is the pivot around which the whole
library information wheel revolves. Libraries collect
relevant material and make it available to the clientele.

The health sciences literature happens to be scat-
tered and disorganized in many developing countries
including Sri Lanka. Thus there is a lack of health
literature so that there 'is a physical absence of the
literature required, with or without satisfactory orga-
nizational set-up.

The libraries in the Third . World, primarily do
not have adequate funds to-acquire such publications.
Apart from that knowledge about the existence of the
required health literature is lacking due to the litera-
ture is being scattered in different libraries.” Lack of
materials may also stem from failure to identify items
needed by users. This refersto the availability of re-
quired health sciences literature in a country which is
housed in various libraries, without co-ordination
mechanism for locating the materials in such libraries.
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On the other hand a large. amount of heaith sciences
literature produced in Third World is not readily availa-
ble to those who need it. The provision of health
literatdure and information should not only be for
research workers , who would need it in their quest
for furthering knowledge, but also to health profes-
sionals at all levels for the provision of better health
care, because health care can only be as good as the
information on which it is based. If the information
available is too little and out of date then the care
provided willalso be inadequate and outmoded.

At the 31 st session of WHO Regional Committee
for South-Fast Asia, held in Ulan Bator, Mongolia
in 1978 had indecated to develop a network of libraries
and information centres in the field of health sciences
for the whole region.

As a sequal to this decision a consultative meet-.
ing was convened in August 1979 at which the est-
blishment of a regional network of library and infor-
mation centers was considered. Absolute lack of
information and lack of services to channel available
information to potential users were identified as main
problems affecting mobilization and flow of informat-
ion generated finds its way into information retrieval
devices was also highlighted. To remedy this situation
a regional network which would serve as a coordinat-
ing mechanism was set up with the participation of
member countries such as Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri
Lanka and Thailand. The purpose of this network
has been defind as ; ‘

“to ensure easy access to relevant infor-
mation for all health personnel and other potent-
ial users’’ :

and its objective as :

“to make better use of existing resources

in the country... other countries: in the

Region ... (and) in other Regions'’.
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The Deputy Director of Health (Laboratory
Service) of the Ministry of Health convened a preli-
minary meeting of heads of institutions and organisat-
ions of health on 19th Dec. 1979. At this meeting
members agreed that the network arrangement and
resource sharing would result in maximum utilization
of available resources. Subsequently a network was
established in 1980 with the participation of 12 libraries.

An information network such as Health Literature,
Library and Information Sciences (HeLLIS) Sri Lanka
is a system of information agencies such as libraries,
information centres etc., which are interlinked by a
communication media for the purpose of imple-
menting a common programme. Therefore in the
HeLLIS (Sri Lanka) network the following important
features can be seen.

(i) A set of information agencies (which are
called nodal points in the network.

(ii) Communication media which links the
nodal points in the network.

and
(iii) A common Programme.

All the health sciences and related libraries in Sri
Lanka which are located in different organizations
engaged in education, training, research and adminis-
tration pertaining to health were identified as the nodal
points.

The Library and Documentation Services (LDS)
of the National Institute of Health Sciences (NTHS)
Kalutara which is one of the nodal point of the HeLLIS
(Sri Lanka) carried out a survey in Oct. 1981 and
brought out a “Directory of Health Sciences Libraries
in Sri Lanka '’ with a view to identifying and describing
resource bases portaining to helth sciences libraries
and information centres in Sri Lanka. It served as
a pre-requisite to mobilizing national resources per-
taining to health sciences literature.

The performance of the HeLLIS Sri Lanka
Network largely depends onthe strength of the nodal
points, effectiveness of the communication media and
usefulness of the common programme.

Communication is essential to transfer and exchange
information and photocopies and other documents
within the network. Better communication have been
achieved by the network by:-
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(@) Establishing a Focal Point.
(b) Organizing communication media such as
meetings and news bulletins etc.

It is convenient to establish a central agency to
co-ordinate the activities of the netwerk. Among the
participating libraries the Colombo Medical Faculty
library has the stronger resources. Hence it was
selected as the focal point. Therefore this Library
functions has the secretariat of the network. This
focal point as to control and monitor the network
operations. It should prepare procedures, codes,
standards and guidelines and see that the nodal points
work to achieve the common goals.

The focal point and the Co-ordinator has organiz-
ed communication media to maintain and improve
communication for the achievement of the objectives
of the network. Regular meeting s of the respresent-
atives of the participating libraries are being held to
help the network to review its activities, to evaluate
the individual and common performance and to adjust
and modify the plans. It was decided at a recent
meeting, in furture, statistics of network activities
were to be submitted by nodal points on a spccxﬁed
form sent by the focal point.

Meetings held at thhe ministry of Healrth are
more effective than a reporting system, as it creates a
forum to discuss common programmes and exchange
ideas. Activities of the network could be made known
to the nodal points by the focal point through a news
letter/news Bulletin.

Since, 1982 NIHS - LDS started bringing out of as
Bi - monthly News Bulletin and as so far published 10
issues. NIHS - LDS has tried to include in this news
bulletin the news of the nodal points and the coordi-
nating agency and other information useful to the
network libraries. In the absence of a regular news .
bulletin as a communication medium for the HeLLIS
Network in Sri Lanka in the early stages of its develop-
ment it served as a communication medium for the
network. In this respect certain networks throughout
the world adopt a rotating editor method which requires
each participating library to take the responsibility of
publishing the news bulletin in turn. Since 1984
NIHS - LDS has been assigned to compile and publish
the “HeLLIS : Quarterly News Bulletin of the
HeLLIS (S.L.) Network’’. NIHS-LDS has published
3 issues of the publication.

HeLLIS Sri Lanka Network is created to carry
out a certain common programme. Its main objective
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as stated in the paper earlier is to ensure optimum uti-
limation of existing resouces in Sri Lanka in the field
of health sciences literature/information.

This is done by exchange of resources or by the
developing common resources. By networking,
resources of all participating libraries become accessible
to all participating libraries. A network could be
created and operated by voluntary or mandutory
participation. The nodal points may be required to
enter into an agreement for the implementation is also
effective in network operations.

Through co-operation/resource sharing every
health sciences library however small and located in
a remote area will have behind it the resources of every
other library, increasing immensely the value of the
total national book collection. Co-operation begins
as an approach to an ideal that of being able to provide
any book for any reader any where. Let us in Sri
Lanka make it an immediate goal to make available
any book in Sri Lanka for any resident of Sri Lanka at
any service point in the island. This immediate goal
is an accessible one, in Sri Lanka through a system
of co-operation in library services, which has been
already set up.

The following network operations were adopted
by the HeLLIS Sri Lanka to overcome the problems
which faced by the health sciences librarians and all
levels of health professionals who need health litera—
ture/information.

HeLLIS Sri Lanka Network Operations

(@)  Acquisition: Nodal points are required to
acquire documents on a rationalized scheme.
The material acquired become resource of
the network.

(b) Inter-library loans : Even before the esta-
blishment of Hellis Sri Lan,ka health
sciences librarians in Sri Lanka had an in
informal scheme of inter-library loans.
Now under the network formal inter-library
loan relations have been established.

(©) Supplyofphotocopies of Journal Articles ete
Arrangements have been made for provid-
ing photocopies to network library clientele.
Out of the 17 nodal points 14 had photo-
copiers.
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(d News Bulletins/Acquisitions Lists etc. : Each
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library in the Network is sharing information
with others about its recent acquisitions by
issuing newsletters, lists etc.

Indexing of locally produced literature :

There are no indexes of current medical
‘literature in the island. However, as
revealed by a study SLSTIC of NARESA
publishes a quarterly index of scientific and
technical literature produced in the country.
This publication includes health sciences
literature. One of the nodal points of the
network, the NIHS-LDS has started bringing
out from Dec. 1984 a Quarterly News Bulletin
entitled * NISH-LDS HSR  News
intended to disseminate information related
to health services reseacrh (HSR) projcets in
Sri Lanka. _

Howevrer another nodal point, the PGIM
Library is responsible for indexing the medi-
cal literature produced in Sri Lanka. This
library sends inputs to the Regional Index
Medicus. Since a large proportion of locally
produced health literature is not readily
accessible to those who may require it,
PGIM library should prepare a ‘‘Current
Awareness Bulletin’’ and circulate among
the Health Sciences Libraries in Sri Lanka.

Union List of Current Periodical Titles of
HeLLIS Sri Lanka Network.

The focal point has maintained a list of perio-
cals currently being subscribe to by nodal
~ points in a card file. Though this network
was setup in 1979 until Dec. 1984 no one
has compiled a Union List in this field and
distributed to other nodal points in Sri Lanka.

NIHS-LDS which is a nodal point of the
network prepared an UNION LIST OF
CURRENT PERIODICAL TITLES IN
HELLIS (Sri Lanka) NETWORK LIBRA
RIES and distributed copies of same to
other nodal points. This Union List
fulfils a long felt need of the HeLLIS.

Directory of Health Sciences Libraries in
Sri Lanka.
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A Directory of Health Sciences Libraries
have been compiled and published by the
NIHS-LDS. in 1982. This directory has
been revised and enlarged by the NIHS-
LDS in Dec. 1984. 1t is suggested that

this publication should updated periedica -

_ly. Itserved as a pre-requistiec to mobi
lizing national res- sources.

(h) Sharing Responsibility

In Sri Lanka this has been taken place to a
certain extent. Obvious example is that
Most of the NetworkPublications has been
prepared by the NIHS-LDS Such as :-

(1) DIRECTORY OF HEALTH
SCIENCES LIBRARIES

(2). UNION LIST :

(3) HeLLIS: Quarterly News Bullem.
of the Network

(4) NIHS-LDS HSR NEWS BULLETIN
© (5) Health Sciences Libraries in Sri
Lanka : - A research Study. '

)] MEDLINE Search Service : MEDLARS
searches are provided free of charge for the’
clientele of the net work. Any library re-
quiring a search should submit their search
request forms through the focal points.

o 0) Traixﬁngan_&contimxingeducaﬁonforlibraries

One day workshops on the following topics
were conducted by the Network for the
participating librarians : ‘
(@) Course on Index Medlcus/Medlars/

Medline , ‘
(b) Network/Networking

A Five day Seminar also have been organized -
for the HSR personnel as well as librarians,

COLL

Sri Laplta Na‘uonal lexary Serv1ce< Board (SLNLSB) has started
collecting materials for deposit in the-

which is to be opened shorily.

The Board wculd be gratefui for any gifts, donation of books,
perlodicals and other *documents ralevant to Sri Lanka for. depos1t

in the Nat10na1 Library.

Books weeded out from libraries ‘may. - also. - be transported to
‘the National Library for deposit . in its | :
“made available for reference in the event of such a need ansmg -

~ Librarians please contact the Dlrector or if you have unwanted .

publications.

P. O Box 1764,
Inde_pendence Avenue,
Colombo 7.

. Telephone: 598847

95200 - 2

ECTION OF BOOKS FOR THE
'SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY

lational letary of Sri Lanka

repositories which will be

. CHAIRMAN

Srl Lanka National Library Seches | I

B oard .
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3rd internatlonai Conference o%' Dsrecmrs of
Nataona! Labrarles in Assa and Oceanla |

This conference is the 3rd of Series, originally

initiated by the National Library of Australia in 1979,

and continued by the Japanese Diet Library who con-
vened the 2nd conference in 1982. The theme of the
conference is ‘“‘Resource Sharing of National Librar-
jes in Asia and Oceania’’. The aims and objectives
‘of the conference are to discuss potential techonlogical
and other facets of regional library co-operation for a
viable Library and information service in the member
countries. The conference will recommend to UNESCO
and the Government of the member countries, ways
and means of improving Library Services at National
and Information level. -

" The conference is sponsored by UNSECO and
co-sponsored by Asia Foundation. The meeting is
convensd by the Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board. All the participants will be Directors of Natio-
nal Libraries in their respective countriesin the Asia
and Oceania regions. There are delegaics ficm
Australia, Bangladesh, China, Hongkong,” Indonesia,
: Japan, Kotea, Malaysia, New Zedland, Pakistan,
Papua New Ginea, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
. Maldives; Nepal, Vietnam, A= Bhutan, Sri Lanka and
observers from U. K., U. A. S., U. S. S. R., Asian
Development Bank, UNESCO and International
Federation. of Library Associations. Top level Iocal
Librarians also will participate as observers

The conference venue will be the Bandaranaike
Memorial International Conference Hall. The open-
ing cz sremony is on the 28th of November at 9.30 a.m.
Mr. R. Premadasa Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka
will declare the conference open.

* The delegates will be accommodated at the Hotel
'Lanka Oberor

[ gedmmic éaazsv"zﬁ ‘

The Sri Lankan delegation will be led by Mr. N.
Amarasinghe and will also include many leadingLibra-
rians, representing Unlvcrsrtres, Special Libiaries,
and Public Libraries. :

Theré are many social and cultural functions
organised for the delegates durmg the period of the
conference. : ‘

" Among the main topics that will be discussed are,
‘“‘National Libraries in general’’, ‘“National Librarie's”,
tructure, Role and Functions (Domestic) ‘‘National
Bibliography’’, ‘National Libraries’’, ‘Role and Fun-

‘ctions - (International) and professronal Manpower

Development.

Sub topics to be taken up include Library Legislat-
ion, Conservation. Use of computor"f’Ii'echonology,
International Lending, Copyright and publjshing
Library Education and Training and Exchange of
Personnel.

A dinner hosted by the Hon. Minister of Education
in Honour of the delegates on 18th November 1985.

A cultnral show sponsored By the Ceylon Tourist B
Board to be held on the 21st- November at the Hotel
Oberoi. :

The Asia Foundation, and the Publishers Asso-
ciation of Sri Lanka too,, will be hosted at receptions. ,

A tour to Kandy and a city tour has been organised
for the delegates..

There are two book exhibitions organized by K.

G. Saur & Co. of West Germany and the Publishers

Association of Sri Lanka, which will be held throughout
the cobference at the BMICH.
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D.C.R.A. Goonetillcke, First StepstoLiterary Criticism
(Colombo: Lake House
Investments Ltd.) Rs. 10/—

D.C.R. A. Goonetilleke, A Study of Fiction (Colombo:
Lake House Investments Ltd.)
Rs. 12.50.

D.C.R.A. Goonetilleke, A Study of Poetry (Colombo:
Lake House InvestmentsLtd.)
Rs. 15)—.

Compact, yet comprehensive and above all, easily
comprehensible; due to a deliberate simplicity of
style and vocabulary and consequently admirably suit-
ed to the requirements even of those who have not
attained a high level of competence in English, D. C.
R. A. Goonetilleke’s three books First Steps to Literary
Criticism, A Study of Fiction and A Study of Peetry
cater to a wide spectrum of needs. Though originally
designed by the author to help ‘‘students of English
working for the G. C. E (A. L.) Examination and
the Guru Vidyalaya Examination (both ‘Ordinary and
‘Advanced’ Level) and undergraduates, especially in
the first year at the University’’, they are likely to prove
of value to readers with a far wider range of interests.’

While this lucid presentation of the fundamental

~ principles and techniques of literary. criticiem is of

practical use for the student of literature whether in
English, Sinhala or Tamil throughout his years
at the University, and for teachers of literature, it could
prove immensely useful to readers in other fields -~ prin-
cipally journalists, not only as guides to literary taste
for those engaged in reviewing fiction and verse but as
a practical aid to the effective use of language; in this
sphere it will also provide practical guidance for script-
writers for radio and television as well as the many
others who aspire to become creative writers. It would

. also prove profitable reading for copy-writers in the

steadily expanding advertising trade.

The fact that the. books are quick an easy read-

ing and likely to appeal to the youthful in no way limits -

their usefulness for the more sophisticated reader, since
simplicity of expression has not lead to any simplifi-
cation of content Densely packed with information
and vigorous comment they quicken the habitaul readers
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interest in familiar stories and poems while they
serve the older school-goer as a helpful and reassur-
ing guide into new territory.

FIRST STEPS TO LITERARY CRITICISM - The
wealth of illustrations and fullness and directness
of comment serve not only to familiarise the readers
with the aims and methodology of literary criticism
but to sensitise the mind and sharpen perception.
In effect, the exposition amd demonstration of the
way in which structure, imagery and rhythm funct-
ion in writing equips the reader with the knowledge
of how to analyse a singlepassage of prose or a stanza
with precision or to grasp the significance of a
larger unit be it a poem, short story or a noval. It
deals intensively with such specialised aspects of
technique as rhyme and prosody and compresses
a great deal of information into its forty pages.

/

A STUDY OF FICTION includes discusion of
two short masterpieces, Conrad's ‘The Secret

Sharer’ and Lawrence’s ‘Odour of Chrysan- '
themums’ and two novels of particular interest
to the Sri Lankan reader, not merely because they
form part of the University curriculum but due to
historical circumstances - E. M. Forster’s A Passage
to India and Woolf's ‘The Village in theJungle.
Sections such as “Woolf’s novelistic equipment
and “The context of the novel’’ emphasise the
intention of making the reader aware of the rela-
tionships between a writer’s work and his back-
ground and between literature and life. There is a
good deal of background material not easily
accessible elsewhere except to scholars; and the
examination of the texts is delicate and detailed.

A STUDY OF POETRY is principally based
on the discussions of a number of poems and
extracts readily accessible to the Sri Lankan reader
in popular anthologies which will help students of
literature to develop their understanding and judge-
ment not merely of specific poems or of English-
poetry as such, but of poetry in any other medium
as well, since the relationship between feeling, con
tent and technique is dealt with intensively. Dr.
Goonetilleke's close examination of the passages

(To Page 22) :
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serves as a guideline, teaching the student how to
understand a poem and respond to it - something
to it - something very different from mechanically
paraphrasing it, a method now all too-popular
in A-level classes. [

While the manner in which the author deals
with the styles of poetry which characterise what
may be termed the principal poetic periods (e.g.
Elizabethan, Romantic and Modern etc.) will
prove of particular value to the student and teacher

of English literature, the detailed discussions with
the light they throw on the effective use of language
extends the usefulness of the book to others.

Though undeniably useful as seperate units, the

books supplement each other; together they provide
the foundation essential for any student or teacher of
literature as well as the critic or creative wiiter in any
of the languages.

—Lakshmi de Silva
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