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G O V E R N M E N T  N O T I F I C A T I O N .

H IS  EXCELLENCY THE Governor has been pleased to direct that the fo llow ing telegram  
despatched to the SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE Colonies on the 25th January, 1901, 

relative to the death o f Her Majesty- THE Queen, and of the reply received from  M r Secretary 
CHAMBERLAIN, be published for  general inform ation

“  A t a special m eeting o f the Legislative Council te-day the fo llow in g  resolution was passed 
in solem n silence and w ith  deep e m o tio n :—

‘ W e, the Legislative-Council o f  C eylon, overcom e w ith  gr ie f, hasten to reoord, as far . 
as w ords avail, our inexpressible sorrow  at the grievous loss w h ich  the E m pire has sustained 
by the death o f its beloved Sovereign, QUEEN V ictoria, o f  precious m em ory, and w e 
venture respectfully to express our deep and dutifu l feelings o f  sym pathy w ith  H is M ajesty 
the King-Emperor and the other M em bers o f  the R oyal fa m ily  in the sad calam ity w hich  
has befallen  them  as w ell as the E m pire.’

“  There is w onderful outburst o f g r ie f throughout C olony. Telegram s and letters pour in  from  ■ 
high, and low  o f  all races and creeds, including Consuls o f  all fo re ign  pow ers, and also B oer prisoners 
and Egyptian exiles, affording overw helm ing evidence of the extraordinary m anner in  w h ich  Queen  i 
Victoria ’s personality has endeared itself to her hum blest native subjects. Business is suspended, 
public offices are closed, and solem n sadness prevails in the streets. ' M em orial services and public 
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m eetin g s  o f  con d o len ce  w ill be held  simultaneously throughout the Island on the day o f  the 
fu n e ra l.”

Re p l y .

“  H is  M a j e s t y  t h e  B in e  has been deeply m oved by  your account o f  the sorrow  d isplayed  by 
a ll classes o f  th e  com m u nity  o f Ceylon on the lamented death o f  h is be loved  Mother, and w ishes you  
to  oon v e y  a gratefu l acknow ledgm ent to the Legislative Council and to all w h o have expressed their 
sym p ath y  w ith  H is  M ajesty and the Royal Family in  the irreparable loss w hich  they and th e  w hole 
E m p ire  have sustained.”

By H is E xcellency ’s com m and,

C olon ia l Secretary ’ s Office, W . T . T a y l o r ,
C olom b o, January 28,1901. A cting Colonial Secretary.
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