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Sri Lanka Scientific and
Technical Information
Centre

One of the main constraints to the progress
of scientific research in Sri Lanka has been the
ack of access to current scientific and technical
literature from other countries as well as a
lack of awareness of resources available within
the country. Lack of resources and poor coordi-
nation between libraries and information centres
is a problem not only in Sri Lanka but in many
other developing countries. Library collections
are often inadequate to meet the needs of users
and even when they are adequate are often
underutilized.

The importance for developing countries of
establishing links for bibliographical control
and for the exchange of information cannot
be overemphasized for without such links it
is unlikely that these countries will much longer
have access to the rapidly increasing world’s
scientific literature.

UNESCO through its UNISIST program has
adopted a strategy regarding Scientific & Tech-
nical information which consists essentially
in strengthening the capacity of each country
to collect, store, exchange and use scientific
information by the establishment of a national
scientific documentation centre.

The national scientific documentation Centre
acts as a focal point for information exchange
in that country. The focal point is supposed to
coordinate activities within the country and
_to establish links with information centres in
other countries. Such centres have been estab-
lished in several countries, e.g. India, Pakistan,
Korea, Sri Lanka, etc.

The National Science Council (now the
Natural Resources, Energy & Science Authority)
was nominated in 1976 as the national focal
point for scientific information activity in Sri
Lanka. The national scientific documentation
centre which had as its nucleus, the library

gelnme yhas

by
Nimala Amarasuriya,
Assistant Director, Publications.

Natural Resources, Energy & Science Authority
of Sri Lanka

of the National Science Council was named
the Sri Lanka Scientific and Te¢hnical Informa-
tion Centre (SLSTIC). The main objectives of
the Centre were to provide :

(a) a central documentation and information
centre enabling access to recent and
relevant documentation and fostering

the dissemination of scientific informa-
tion.

(b) the interlinking of existing library and
information institutions into a network
of inter-related institutions which could
jointly switch information to the com-

munity of users.

One of the main functions of SLSTIC is the
development of coordination between national
scientific and technical libraries. This has been

effected by developing networks and cooperative
programs. '

A number of information networks have
been created among the local scientific and tech-
nical libraries in keeping with the objectives
of UNISIST. These networks help in the sharing
of resources and exchange of information.
The Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical Informa-
tion Network (SLSTINET) was established in
1979, with SLSTIC as the Coordinating Centre.
The number of participating libraries is now
about 90. SLSTIC provides inter-library loans,
reprography, audio-visual and other technical
services as well as training services to the libra-
ries in the network.

Within SLSTINET, subject-oriented library
subsystems in specified areas i.e. agriculture,
health and renewable energy have tezn estab-
lished. An Agricultural Information Network
(AGRINET) was established in 1980. Twenty-
four agricultural libraries participate in this
network which is coordinated by SLSTIC.
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The Renewable Energy Resources Informa-
tion Network (RERINET) was established in
1981 with SLSTIC e&s the coordinating centre.
Current awareness services are provided to
member libraries. HELLIS (Sri Lanka) is the
local network of the Health Science Library,
Literature and Information System organized
by WHO for the developing countries. SLSTIC
is one of the network members of HELLIS.
SLSTIC is also a network member of the Pro-
grem on Exchange and Transfer of Information
(POETRI) in the Water Supply and Sanitation
Sector. The focal point for POETRI is the
National Water Supply and Drainage Board.

Subject-oriented  networks proposed by
SLSTINET librarians for future implementation
are the Industrial Information Network and
the Environment Information Network.

One of the main deficiencies of library services
n Sri Lanka was the lack of information on the
holdings of existing libraries and the consequent
duplication of material and budgetary wastage.
To fill this gap, a cooperative program was
initiated by SLSTIC to compile a Union Cata-
logue of Scientific and Technical publications
(UNICAST) and a Union list of Scientific and
Technical Periodicals, (UNILIST). UNICAST
was started in 1977 with the participation of 7
scientific libraries. The number increased to 30
by 1982. UNICAST is published quarterly.
Since 1983, UNICAST has been organized as a
computerized data base. UNILIST records
the scientific and technical journals held in
about 60 local libraries.

UNICAST and UNILIST provide efficient
tools for library cooperation by promoting and
fecilitating inter-library lending, _preventing un-
necessary duplication and aid in rat10nahs1ng
acquisition policies.

A Cooperative Acqulsmon plan to purchase
jointly, expensive and important Abstracting
and Indexing journals, CAP (A & I) has been
organized by SLSTINET to maximize utilisation
of resources available to the scientific libraries.
It was envisaged that CAP (A & I) would maxi-
mize the use of funds by avoiding unnecessary
duplictiaon by two libraries purchasmg the
same title. Money saved by preventing dupli-
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cation could be used to purchase a new title’
CAP (A & I) ensures that the most important
abstracting and indexing journals would be
available at a library in Sri Lanka. 64 titles are
currently included in the Plan. Each title was
assigned to a library after careful consideration
of its area. of interest, availability of funds, its
location and availability of previous issues
in the library. The plan is implemented on
voluntary participation. A Selective Dissemina-
tion of Contents Page Service (SDCP) has been
launched by the AGRINET libraries to exchange
contents pages of primary agricultural journals
on a selective basis. A Union List of Agricultural
pericdicals was compiled by the AGRINET
libraries for this purpose. A library which receives
a new issue of a journal, photocopies the con-
tents page and sends it to SLSTIC. SLSTIC
duplicates the page, if necessary, and sends the
copies to the user library which will forward
copies to appropriate users.

Another area of SLSTIC’s activities is in the
field of library development. SLSTIC has assisted
SLSTINET member libraries to develop their
resources by providing a number of technical
services. SLSTC provides reprographic, printing,
microfilming and audio-visual services. The
microfiche system at SLSTIC provides micro-
fiche making and duplication services to scienti-
fic institutions and libraries. The diazo-dupli-
tion equipment installed at SLSTIC is the only
one of its kind in Sri Lanka. The micro-fiche
system is expected to ensure greater ease of
access to selected foreign documents. Bulky
reports to be sent abroad can be microfilmed
thereby greatly reducing air-mail costs. The
Printing Unit -hopes to provide facilities. for
production of scientific publications for other
institutions. SLSTIC has a collection. of audio-
visual materials which are acce:sible to scienti-
fic and -technical users at nominal rates. The
main objective of the equipment is to make
efficient A. V. tools available to other scientific
and technical institutions for conferences,
meetings, promotion of educational programs, -
etc. They are also used for training librarians
and documentalists in new methods of informa-
tion processing and mostly, for promoting the
use of information services among the users in
the scientific community. ‘
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Since qualified manpower is an essential ele-
ment in the building of national infrastructures,
SLSTIC has organized a series of seminars,
workshops, etc, on specifictopics as an integral
part of its training program. These training
programs are provided for library and informa-
tion personnel as well as scientists, technolo-
gists, researchers, etc, to improve their skills
in information handling,

The development of library resources has
included the procurement of inter-library loans
among member libraries at a national level as
well as international procurement e.g. NTIS
reports.

Documentation services provided by SLSTIC
have as one of their main objectives the indexing
of the national output of scientific and technical
literature, including all forms of published and
unpublished documents, (giving special emphasis
to periodical articles) research reports, con-
ference reports, theses, etc. This information
is issued in the form of a quarterly bulletin-
the Sri Lanka Science Index (SLSI).

SLSTIC is also building up a collection of
administrative and technical reports issued by
local scientific institutions, seminar and con-
ference documents and reports issued by indi-
vidual research workers. The objective is to
create a national depository for scientific and
technical reports, especially unpublished
materials.

The SLSTIC library is not the national science
library. We do not aim to build up a compre-
hensive book collectioa as this would lexd to
duplication of material available in other libra-
ries. Instead the Centre concentrates on special
subject areas : Science policy, Renewable energy
and science education. Literature searches
are provided in these subject areas and any
research worker will be assisted to obtain
information in these fields.

Scientific research cannot be carried out in
isolation but only by establishing links with the
international scientific community. SLSTIC has
therefore established links with many regional
and international scientific and technical systems
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and services in order to gain access to foreign
literature, as well as to ensure that the results
of local research are disseminated abroad.
As the local liason centre for the Common-
wealth Regional Renewable Energy Resources
Information System (CRRERIS), SLSTIC
forwards all locally published documents on
energy to the Network Centre in Australia.
SLSTIC also maintains links with the Regional
Network for the Exchange of Information and
Experiences in Science and Technology in Asia
and the Pacific (ASTINFO) and the Regional
Informatics Network for South and Central
Asia (RINSCA), These affiliations provide
SLSTIC with access to their databases. The
U.S. National Technical Information Service
(NTIS) has selected SLSTIC as the cooperating
agency in Sri Lanka for the dissemination of
its information products and services.

In addition to the services already described,
specific services are provided for scientists.
SLSTIC undertakes literature searches on very
specialised subjects. For e.g, some of the searches
undertaken for scientists were on the topics:

1. Chemical constituents of Medicinal Plants
9. Effects of Soil moisture on K-availability
3. Methods of analysis of Vitamin A and Cin

fruits and vegetables, and so on. A limited
number of searches can be undertaken provided
the field is very narrow and if there is an urgent
need for current information.

Where it is not possible to carry out the search
locally, a request is sent by SLSTIC to the
Australian National Library for an (ANL)online
search. The ANL has offered a limited number
of computers searches and this offer is being
utilized by SLSTIC. The request for such a
search must however, be sent through a library
and not by individuals. Print-outs of searches
after usage will be deposited at the CISIR
Library.

Book-lending facilities are extended by SLSTIC
to libraries and to research grantees. Others
wishing to obtain documents have to do so
through their respective libraries. On receipt
of a request for a book, firstly UNICAST is
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consulted. . If the book is not available in Sri

Lanka, SLSTIC will procure it from abroad e.g.

the British Library.

Of the many services that have to be provided

by a national information centre, one of the-
most importent and basic services is the docu-.

ment supply service. Grantees can obtain photo-
copies of documents by requesting for them
directly to SLSTIC but other users have to
obtzin photocopies through their libraries. On
receipt of a request, local sources will be searched
first by using the UNILIST and if available
locally, SLSTIC will procure ths photocopy.
Otherwise a foreign source will be contacted
e.g. BLLD. If the article is correctly identified,
SLSTIC can obtain a copy of any pubhshed
article.

Another useful facility available at SLSTIC
is the provision of the Science Citation Index,
which is probably the most widely used index
to scientific literature in the world. It enables
a litercture search to be carried out retrospec-
tively as well as ‘forwa-d in time’ from a given
starting point which is achieved by indexing
the citations to earlier work contained in the
articles covered. To use the SCI effectively,
the user should be familiar with it and should

understand the correct technique of consultmg
it. _

. Of special . interest to those working in the
area of renewable energy is the comprehensrve-
collection of literature at SLSTIC in this field-
The CRRERIS network (of which SLSTIC is-
a member) collects documents from all member
countries in the region. All this information is-
availatle in micro-fiche and about 75% of the
total CRRERIS collection is -available at
SLSTIC.

Special courses for uses of information
are found to be increasingly necessary. Pro-
grams are drawn to organise such orientation
courses at SLSTIC for post-graduate and research

workers, research & industrial organisations,
etc.

SLSTIC, has since its inception in 1976,

~ attempted to fulfil the needs of the various groups-

within the Scientific community in addition to
planning for more and better linkages with
regional and international systems. It is now
upto to the user community : the chemists,
technologists, etc, to make maximum use of
the available services, and also to provide feed
back to SLSTIC regarding other facilities re-
quired by them in order to make the Centre:
fulfil its role as a national scientific information-
centre.
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Catalogue of the Mam Library, quversity of Peradeniya, S

Infroduction

Not only is the University of Peradeniya
Library the largest and most importent acade-
mic Gbrary in i Lanka, but 1 also hes  faily
long hicory bzind it running into a [t

- over half a century. s catalogue reflects the
growth of the Lbrery. It might be a useful
exercise in many weys {o meke 2 study of it
Catalogue sinos the catalogue i the most impor-
tant referene tool in any brery. Sucha study
oould help one to understend a catalogue i
detel, o in more knowledge in cataloguing
and classification, to correct inaceuracies ang

1o improve the tanderds of the catdlogee,

Ths bringsthe study of theorefcel and. preti
cal aspeets of cateloguing and chssifcation
together, Undersanding the problems in these

By
M. A, Guapela*

:
i
.
!
,
!
J

(Gradhate Schoolof Libarianshi,
Monash Universty, Clgton,

Victoria, Australa),

Universty College authorties appointed the
firt Horarianin March 1925, Afer that a Library
Reging Walawi) and up to 1905 t wes admi-
nisteed by just one clerk, Quite understandably
10 catalogue had been started before 1925 due
to the absence of a quelfied brarin, Ceglon
dhsfcaton and & cataoguing system was
adopted (3 No notation system was used In
the clssification system, only subjet headings,
Catalogue cards were hand written, It seems

Some thoughts and suggestions

fedswil ontrbut immensely toth deelop-
mentofGoraansh. The improvements sgges
td in i sty ae cesgnd to it the eising
fmancial and ofer fcls of the Gbeay, No
relrence s been made to (e new declope
ments thataretaking place n the West inrlaton
to-automation because such changes and i
provements are ot easbe o least a present

History:

It may interet the reader to el briely
on the historica devlopment of the card gtz
logue of this Hrary, The Hrary is 5 it
lder than i catelogue, It egan s existence
in 1921 ina modest temporary home allzg
“College House” in Thurstan Road, Colombo,
i which budingthe Ceylon University Collge,
the predecessor of the Univesty of Ceylon,
Wes founded the same year, The it books
wete donated by Sir Ponnambalam Arugae
.chaJa.m, and these 3000 books formed the library
of his son Mz, A, Padmanabhy (1), who bad
ml wih an winely deuth, The Unersy
Collge Libary ws situate in the upper foor
of tbe “Colese Bowse” (earer Known

U]

that the author catalogue was started fn 19%
to supplement the subjeet catalogue (4). A
proper clssification scheme was used for the
first tme in 1954 and the ending Erary books
were clasifed (5). A modified version of the
Deswey Decimal Classification was adopted for
chssiying Lorary books, The  clssiicaton
scheme used today is & modifid version of the
sirteenth editon of the Dewey Decimal Clssi
tcaton scheme and oly a e improvements in
the chssficaton scheme vsed have been made
snce then. With the establsment of the Unie
verity of Peradeniye, th collecton was shifted
from the “College House” to the ground floor
of the Arts Faculy buildng at Peracenya in
1952 and from there to the present brary
building i 1962, Vrious features and changss
that have taken plce throughot fs Bisory
can Stll be noticed in some dearee from s
card cataogue, and studying this proces fself
i an educaton for any Hrarian

Dirisions of the Catalogue :

It should be mentoned thet the composion
of the Main Library Catalogue is somewhat

edoi g0

§
]
{
i
4
¥
i

¢ complicated and one needs a comparativly

- Long time to getto kaow s various sectons,
* Table 1 gves various divisions of the catalogue
* There are five main divisions, namely ) Author,

1) Class, 3 Sinhals, 4) Tamil and ) The cata

~logue for the books received from the Deprt.

 ment of National Archives, Each of these sec
" tions again could be subdivided according to

its composition,

Author Catalogee :

The author catelogue made up of two main
sections, the general author catalogue and author
catalogues for special colletions such s palm
leaf manuscrpts, theses, the Lesle de Saram
colletion, the George E. Wickramanayeke
collction, the Reserve collction, the Periodicals
colection, etc

* The' main author catalogue i the union

catelogue or the brary sysem af the Universiy

. of Peradeniya, except for the Dumbara campus

Library. The Dumbara. Campus Library i

- umning 8 an independent ote, though i i

o part of Universy of Peradeniya, Howerer,
adding s records f asttothe union catalogue

~ Would be of much benefit o readers.

* Fling should be acording to & uniorn
. sysem which vould make refrence castr,

[}

I

This catalogue folows e etr-y et
system for fs fling but in some cases it has
Qeviated from this rle. For example, names
srtng with the preix “De” hve been fed
{ollowing the word by word sstm. Not havng
class mumbers n scm2 of the author cards which
have gone to the catlogue durng the carly
days, makes maters it for the readr
Though the author catlogue s generally st

a0

anka

— e

|
+The author s a postgraduate student at the Monagh University
Australia, He_ was & Sinior Assistant Libraran and incharge of
the Cataloguing Division of the Main Library, Uriverigy of

Peradsniya, Sri Lanka undl 1963, This atl s based on 4 study
done in 1982 '

factory, it neds fmprovement i lng, layout
of the cands as well 25 retyping of old cards

Classeatalogye

Compositon of the chss czialogas dogs not
seem geared to the easy persal of the general
Wbraryuser It &5 - seven seperate setion,
namely the general cess catalogue, catalogue
for the Ceylon Room, Education catalogue,
Sinhala catelogue, Tamil catalogue, United
Nations catalogte, and Sanskrit cetalogue,

A reader looking for materal on a given
subjact area has to use the class catalogye in
which the cards are arranged according to the
class numbers, and within class numbers accord-
ing o the alphabetcal order of the man entry
Some seetions of the class catalogue are un-
helpful and illoieal. When clasiying United
Nations publicaons 341,13 has been gven
at the beginning of the subject mumber. Ths
number (341.13) denotes the orgenizaton,
namely the United Netions which i either the
publisher o th author of the work. Therefor,
United Nations publcations on population
have been classified under 34113 : 312, Books
of the United Nations Orgenization have been
selved seperately s a s coleeion (s
lbrary and 34113 i & mere loc2tion mumbger
which should not have bezn considered in iing
the class cards. Similarly, transliterated cards
of Sinhala and Temil ooks should not have
becn i separetely, since the lenguags os
ot indieate any relevace to subject mattr,
When there are two sepaietecatalogues (both
author and class) for Snhela and Temil books
in thei seits, tere 15 no added adventag
i having anoher separats catloge. The Class
catalogue needs to ndicate the Lbvary books
aeording to subjt, and ofter imelovant
divisons wil pose problems for te reader,

. .




This library has probably the best and the
largest Sanskrit book collection in the country
and obviously it cannot be put under just one

general number as was done in the past. Reclassi-

fying the collection has been done and all new
books that are acquired have been classified
according to the new scheme devised (6) in this
library according to the needs of the collection.
Because the library is using a modified version of
the Dewey Decimal Classification this new
scheme is also been devised on the same lines
(Table 2). Undoubtedly, this expansion is an
improvement in the classification scheme used
in the library. Earlier all Sanskrit books were
classified under 891.2 and now the books dealing
with Sanskrit literature have been classified in
- detail as in table 2. Sanskrit books dealing with
subjects other than literature are given the
respective subject number as in the general
classification scheme along with the language
code Skt. Thus, a Sanskrit book dealing with
medicine will get the classification number
Skt 610. The scheme is as useful as it is impres-
sive. In fact these improvements could also be
introduced in a new edition of the Dewey
Decimal Classification itself without any
difficulty. In the library, corresponding adjust-
ments in respective books and in shelf arrange-
ments have also been completed. Nevertheless,
changing the class numbers in author cards
has not yet been carried out and this poses
obvious difficulties for library users. The re-
classification of sociology books which started
towards the latter part of 1970’s has not been
completed. -

Two more special class catalogues that are
much used are the education catalogue and the
Ceylon Room catalogue in particular, the latter
of which is undoubtedly the most useful to
Sri Lanka researchers and also the most heavily
used part of the catalogue. It encourages and
also helps readers and researchers in all aspects
of studies relating to this country. All class
numbers of books belonging to this collection
bear the letter “C” before the class number
to indicate its location as well as the geographical
area of interest. Therefore until about the first
half of the 1970’s the country number was not
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added when it was possible according to the
classification scheme used. Therefore, an econo-
mic history book on Sri Lanka, when it is a
Ceylon Room copy, was given the class number
C 330.9 and the lending copy 330.9548. Since
this could bring some confusion a decision has
been taken to add the country number for
Ceylon Room books as well, as in the case of
others. This resulted in enother kind of con-
fusion in the catalogue because such books
classified earlier have not been reclassified.
The reasons for having the education class
catalogue separately cannot be justified any
longer for two reasons. (1) The education book

“collection was maintained as a special collection

until 1981 but now it is shelved according to
the normal order of the classification number.
(2) Even if the class cards of education book,
are filed strictly according to the class numbers
the education catalogue will still not be dispersed.
Perhaps, having it a. the class number order in
the general class catalogue could make filing
as well as reference easier.

It is difficult for any one to remember the
nctation (or the class numbers) relating to all
the subjects that one is interested in, and there
is no universal acceptance of such a classifi-
cation scheme. Therefore, a subject index to
class numbers used in a library will be a very
useful and important part of a catalogue. A
subject index to the library class catalogue was
started in the early 1970’s and has been main-
tained since then. Now it needs to be located in
a more prominent and eye catching place for
its effective use.

Sinhala and Tamil catalogue :

There are two sections in the main catalogue
in Sinhala and Tamil scripts for the books in
these languages. The Sinhala catalogue was
started in 1963 and the Tamil catalogue also

about the same time to help the readers in verna-
culars. This also could be helpful to others
who look for literature on those languages.
The Sinhala catalogue is in two parts, the author
index and the class file as well as an index to
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“articles appearing in Tamil periodicals which
has proved very useful. This index is unique
in this library but it is sad to note that it has
not been updated for fairly a long time due to
shortage of staff. Even the Tamil author and
class catalogues are behind.

Both these catalogues are arranged in separate
cabinets and placed in a position of prominence
with the main catalogue. The Sinhala catalogue
was started in 1963. Sinhala books acquired by
the library since then have been catalogued and
the cards have been prepared in the vernacular
scripts. This catalogue has both author and
class sections. The Tamil catalogue was started
a little earlier than 1963. It is in Tamil script with
author and class sections. Both these catalogues
are of immense value specially to the student
population who engage in education through
the media of these vernaculars.

Legal Deposit Coliection :

The latest addition, the catalogue for the
Sri Lanka publications received from the Depart-
ment of National Archives (Legal Deposit
Collection catalogue), was started at the begin-
ing of 1982. This catalogue has been organized
on the lines of the Sri Lanka National Biblio-
graphy. Classification numbers and other in-
formation given are exactly the same and this
would serve to reduce the work load of this
library while increasing the value of the cata-
logue itself as a reference tool for any Legal
Deposit Collections in the country. The catalogue
is in two main sections, author and class. The
author catalogue is in three different sections
accordlng to the languages of the publications,
viz, Sinhala, Tamil and English. The card also
has been typed in the same script. Correspond-
ing class cards, even though in thrée scripts,
have been arranged in one sequence. Under
one class number class cards in different scripts
have been arranged separately under language
guide cards.

Even though the Sri Lanka National Biblio-
graphy (formerly Ceylon National Biblio-
graphy) could be used to locate the materials
in-this coltection at the University of Peradeniya
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library from the resistration number of the
book, it is more time consuming because there
are no cumulations for the bibliography. In
order to build the catalogue in as short a time
as possible the library has started preparing
cards from 1980 backwards, and the cards from
1981 onwards are being purchased from the
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
which is the producer of the National Biblio-
graphy. Catalogue cards purghased from the
Board have been prepared in the format needed
in this library. Once the Board is up-to-date
in the production of catalogue cards they will
perhaps agree to provide cards for the period

prior to 1979, which will serve to make the
task faster.

This library has been receiving legal deposit
materials from the Department of National
Archives from 1952. However, the National
Bibliography was not begun until 1962. There-
fore the National Library Serivces Board is
intending to prepare a retrospective biblio-
graphy for the period which has not been
covered. The library will then be able to buy
those cards as well. Even the catalogue cards
for materials prior to 1952, for which the books
are not available at the University of Peradeniya
Library, could also be purchased and have a
comprehensive catalogue which will be one of
the most useful reference tools for studies
relating to Sri Lanka. It will also help in using
other Sri Lanka legal deposit collections in
Department of National Archives, National
Museum (Colombo) and also at the Sri Lanka
National Library. Therefore, this card catalogue
will undoubtedly be the most important addi-

.. tion to- the University of Peradeniya Main
.Library Catalogue in recent times.

The legal deposit collection catalogue is in
four parts.

They are:
1. Sinhala Author Catalogue.
2. Tamil Author catalogue.
3. -English Author catalogue.
4, Class catalogue.



‘As in the Sri Lanka National Bibliography the
catalogue cards are in the same languages as
in the books. The author catalogue is divided
as above according to languages and arranged
alphabetically within the section. However,
it is felt that having the class catalogue in one
sequence is more wuseful than dividing it
according to Ianguages. Therefore, the class
catalogue follows just one class number order
irrespective of the language. However, within
one class the cards are arranged according to
languages and the division is shown by specific
language guide cards. English cards are given
-at the beginning of a given class and, secondly,
Sinhala cards are given after a guide card for
the Sinhala language in blue. Tamil cards are
arranged there after the language guide card
in orange.

Yet another catalogue which has been started
with this catalogue is Index to Serial Publications
in the Legal Deposit Collection. The work has
been started from the new bundles of books
received from the Department of National
Archives at the beginning of 1982 and the
necessary information has been entered in cards

as-and when the new publications are received.

Information has been entered in 8” x 5” index
cards and separately arranged in a suitable
tray. For each serial that is in the Legal Deposit
Collection an index card is prepared giving
details such as its title, language, place of publi-
cation, publisher, frequency and for each issue
volume, number, date of publication, and the
registration number given by the Department of
National Archives. When the serial is published
separately in all three languages (Sinhala, Tamil
and English) the information is given in one
card but cross-references are given from the
respective language titles. This is a unique
reference tool ard also a very useful one for
tracing serial publications in these legal deposit
collections.

The legal deposit collection catalogue has
been much needed for a long time for the pro-
posed Research Area in the library. It has
been on the table for more than a decade and
somehow a start has now been made. For its
continuation the necessary resources are essen-
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