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|g©328®23 2680® 3 3Ĉ*a25̂ co ©oca, 8 5 ® 2608 
6 6 3  3282555 8362a 9® 6 9280 3°2a 33©2552S}© 
8828 g e °2553 8362a 9^2552330 ©803 ®‘C£Geca 
©255̂ 83 ©i?8® ©̂ 25} 3230 ©*5g 3 © © i23* @©5 ® 
92a3©2©828 ?o0 0© 92330333 ©q©3 9® 6 9280

- i - 1  \s  V
3°2a o®3?® 806235 98255233^
8828 298g 3 C32SS®2S2̂ T\ VofeodO O O c W q b 25} 
©803028. §  O°2553©0 ^280 ^93553032550?^^ ^ggQ 
9280 8©q25}328®255 g ® 6 2 3 ^ ^ f ) $ p ^ © ^ ^ 5 © 0
© ® ®  3«2S5 0 ® ©  $0©C? 02^ 31255.' ^  "

83255)32825)8 9 ® 6  © °S0325)®0 £p>2a 2108 £8 *5)
. 268©^©© 32^0 3282555 8362a 9® 6 9280 3»2aca 
(ISBN ) ©628 260©© 92a3©23}c325 8828 9233©° 
ca0 028 23823 o i§  9280*328 ®©J 6jS 928008  
©°0238®b©28 ©925)3 ©126®® ©126825} 32358,
06 3 ®255<3 0©^© ©128028 0 ® 9 280<30 ©© 
06 ©»0238‘€fi>©O ©©̂ S®. ©© 2603 268(3® 9280$ 
<3230 ®£20 O®2̂  3°2a<328 ©©325}® ©8*5028  6©3 
0 z8  ©025}28 9*8003230 ^©28 2680828 8g ©25)3» 
025} ©1828, 268185® 9280<328 © £2S)3 © ^ ® 0
®28 ©̂ .26033828 Oi®^- 0020828 0a286cfl©<3 0 ©- 
©<328 ©0328 3i«Sg© 268®, g 3238<«S©, 32805 
9^2552330 © l»ld 5®, 2*0623 ©© 8 d235»282558 9280 
8©q25}328®2a £28255 ©£25)® ©©0 ®<«£©t ©25)3©
C3D025}<3 335 982552330 28©8q ©0 23®gQ 0O?£. 
328235 806255 9© 6 9280 3°2aca g82323aoca®S“: 
23628 31*50 8 a286ca©<3 2335<3 ®<ctf£)ccd8
©0 0 © 828 9 @oaJ025}028 025} ©®0 O®26-

9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0  © 8 0 3  © • d JQ c® ^  

® 3 4 JSS0 g ©  © 3 ® 3  8 ?3 <3 C&I

§  o *®3 80623 982552300 ©803  ®«tf©e©<^
©O-ftfOg© C30®o6255©28 0 ©0(328 0 ©2S> ©£©28 
3© 028 23823 o i9  Q®6.

gcg-Cogea 325023^830 ©©2553 *—  ©©306

33&* 8. Q5®©825} ®©25)3 ----©81 30330255

©803  3 t©6 * 25®3©8  0 O'8̂ © S23 ©(^23®.

£©300© 8302330  ®©23>3 ----£©30o© 8©@2330

©®3©0 ® 23©©25}32338 30328®,

33®o5©  3 . 23d8 © 0 © ®  ® © 2 8 ®© —  30333OS} 
3®32333o© © 8 26©©^83 30328®  825}83(^

30035© © ago . ©. ©©^©©odt® ®©25»  — 
§  O 02®3 0 £25}© 33©2S>25}©8 3 0 )328®

0 0 . 8. 8©8S»© ®©25>3 — 0^328 030s5
3 ®325»330© © 8  ©8 )380  ©©2338 0 (^23®.

8. 9 . ©O8 0 COO© ®©25)3“2a8 ©32825> ©3 ®£233

230925 3®325»33o© © 8 © 8 3 8 0  © © 2 3 3 8 0 0 2 ©® '

98352300 90a286



§  ( 5 » 8 } 9 ® 0 ' © O S ’S ?  g 2S>3 0 2 5 )  

23 ) 6 0 3 5 ? § £ £ C $  0 6 5 ) 0 3 2 5 ) '  

2 » ® l 5 ) 0 C 3

© O C ?5 e3©625)3C32S)
35)©©25)32S)6i,
925)3025) cpooca,
Q®3e3^2S> © c?25?ogd  <g>25?©0dO025?O £3030®

<Ep25?Z5>6632025) O 3 d g o 3  ©£3325? g25)3025)C325?©d
C3<>0®©d §j§25)25?0©C3.25? £3©d2S> §>25?5g3 ©£3325?
g25>3025)(325)©<2? €3°O0C3 © f e ?  £3°3Q325)03 221(525}
egD £3£g<S(3  ̂ 25}0^g@ci £3i0i25?g-©§ cpsScass] 
cko £318825? o a d g c a  ©£3325? g25)3025)c325?©e? £3®-r 
025?25)-©6©d ©25?®30 g © d  ^ 92S)DC325}00 0C ?0
g  ©2025)30 203 d  £30025) 0©C325? £3i25) 25>l23 Cpl20
G > l0g  C3. d  025} 0 0  ©25?25> £p25?25>6632025> g25)3025) 
£ 3 °O 0 © d  §025)25?0©(325? ©>0® ©25?®30 ®S> 0
C30025?29-Oo dS$£3C325? 25)038(3 0O©C325?' £3©25?03
tS g-tfo . 0 ©  £30025) S)-S5©d ^  025?
■ C«25? 25}0, 93553(025} €p25?25)66320 25) 0O©O325? ^© 20  
105®  8 g 0 g  O i 0 g  63(3(325)0 £3®d25)C325?- 0O©C325? 
©C3g © 6 0 0 0  g25)3O25)(325?0 g g ^ S ^ .0 0  8 g  3
€pl20 0 0  03.

*

© 0 0  Q 8 © d  ^ 6 §-®S 922)3025) g3© 0  205®

^p60C33 g  0o2353©0 ©£3325? 925)3025) 25) 5  ©325? 25) © d  

0625)0325) 25>25?25?0O3 ©25)©25)25? g 6 0  0©£3325?©25? <£ 

£325) 9<3?25)C3 £3325)063 205© C3. 0©£? g ®  ^ ?td S  

£30025?25)-Oo©d ?  £3325)06? g - «g  25)6i -S§ 20$£3(325?
.0 8 ( 3  €p0£3325)©d £3^025? 205®  0  0 ©  ^ o d

25)6®. ©3 6© d  25)625?©25?. © 0  2 5 ) 6 ^  £30825?®  
©C325? 925)3C325)C32S? ^625) Cp^Od ®0©<3? $ £3i© -
t S ( ^ e ^  ©C33§ 25)65} 8-€©e3 03.

?G ?8  £ 3 0 0 2 5 ?^ « 5 © d  5® 925)3025)00 ^© 025)30
®25)©6 8023325) g®325) 25)6l-©§ ©<̂ 25)23? ©©S3 Og25)3 
©25?©25? ©<£(3(3 ©23325? 25)6©025?25>C3 ©25) © 6 8  0© ~  
£3325) d  d  6 0 0 0  £3025?25)3 3 0 0  25)25?25?0 £320
©£3325) 2323) 8 < g 0 g  ©3)362561. £33®25)C33 ©025) © O S) 
£3?© 0 ^  §^-® » ©£J25?25)0 Sg025) g625)625>3 C3.

©.23325? 925)3025} <5)6®325?25>©d ' 060 25)23  © O ?
© 1 0 0  9 2 5 )3 0 2 5 )0 0  S c f©  ^ 0 0 2 5 )3 0  ©35)©6 0 0
43325) 90325) 2S)6iOo2S? © d  S©<3?^©C325? £3^025?
iS S ©  Cp0O)3 ©25) 3 © 0 . • £p©25)25? ^p23)0, ©<£(8c3
©£335? 25)60325? 25)©d 06025)C 3 ©50? 0 ^ 3 ®  d  d

4

6 0 0 0  £3025?25)3 25)25?25?0 025) 8g0S?25)25? 8 0  €,
0 © 0 8 2 5 ?  ©  £3^50^0 C3.

©25)1 0  6025) ©^(8(3 ©£3325? 923)3025) 25)6©325?25>C3 
©25) © 6 8  00£3325) £33025) £35025) £25?©025) epog525?
£3g025? 255© SOjzS (3^.8 0 ®  £p<^od 25)6®. d03 
25)0,

1. 63«>30325)325?®25) ©£3325? 925)3025) £p3C3S>25)

2. ©£3325? 25)60 325?.25>(3 ©025}©025? ©25)©625) g3G?025>
p̂3©C3?d25)

3. 925)3025) 25)60325?25)©C? S 3 ®  ^ oO OgOS
©C3^0(3 50i2S £30g6ig (£©25) £3°8;O30

%

4-. 9^)3025)030 £325? 25)© 0 2$ 25)a80©  0 0 0 2 5 )3 0

5 . ©£3325? 20d£33$25) 8 5 0 1 ( 3

6 . ©£3325? © 0 © © g  ©£33©.

^025) 2̂5?025) 0< '̂ £33025) 925)3025) 25)6®325?25)C3
©25)©6 80£3)25?©25? © S )© d^  03 d  £3®825?0©C325? 

0°25)3©0 £3025?25)3 25)25?25?0(3 2$®25? ^ C325?25)
g^©25? £3325)063 . S)6§ .

1. C3o00325)3S?0S5 ©C332S? 925)3025) €p30325)2»

©£5325? 92S)3025)C3 (325?S) 2^8(3® S)2$06(32$ 0825? 
g(33 £325)d 25)625) 0 ^  £p25?80£325)28“ 25)0
©(33^03 g5*€S(3 25)6 ©8^£Oi S © 0  25)36(3(30 £3®‘CS2S? 
8®3025?25)S? ©25)3 © 0 . 6 0  01® 0O2&® C30O36- 
C02S? 925)3025)(33 • 23)6 025) £3i00 1̂25). 6)28©d
£33®3Ss ), £p30©25), Sa°dS)a28s), €p0)33£32̂ 25), ^ 36-
®25) 03 ©efO£33025) £3£g®0 025) 8 ^ 0 3  6 © 0
£p0O)S25)3025? 0  £p^2^0 g  ©£33S)£3S) ©25)?63©025>
£3© 205®, d  d  £p0O3325>3 £3<̂ 25}® ffi)6©025) ,£p0O)3 
©£3325)£3S> £3S)d S)603 £3© 205®, £33(525) Cp0O)325)3 
^25) £0gS)3 ©025) d  £p0O)3S)3 £38©625) ^p325))6©d 
©25) ©£33S) 925)30 205© 0120 0020® 63(0(325?
925)308)03 £32$ © 0 8 .  £3°06025)(3 ©0025? £3025?25)3
6025) p̂i20 8025) e3®©5?0§S?. ©£35® 9©(3?62)C325? 
025) £0i2S?©ffi? ^ ’00120 £3o3Q325)325?®23) 203 ©020®- 
80)6(3 Oi25) £p0©8?0C325? £pi20 g25)3O25)(32$0 £3®^.

© ®  0 0 2 0 ®  <|>g 2 0 5 0 0  92S )3O S )8S ?0  025) 2Oi20
^ (3 3 0 3 6 0  ©^S)25? £pl2S). . <£>25? £3©§©i25?25) 25)0 
g2S)3025)(33 © 0 £ ) 0 l© 8 2 5 ) £pS?80£325? ©203^25?
£3©S?®'€oc3 ©25)30 ©25)?63025? S)a20 £30-0025? £3©
205®  03. £p©25)25? 0 0 ( 3  25)0, 6 © 0  £p00)325)3025?0 
CpS^0 C3l8 £f^20d 25)625) ©£3325) £35) d  d
S?© 6 ^ © d  9  0-00(325? Q 03 8 g © (3 ©  25)603 g25)30- 
030 £325? 2 0 5® . 03. © 0  25)36o3(3 © ©^£33 025)3025)

gd25>2SK>(3 g0a25?2S



3̂0325525503 255 g 0 « ®  g  03255 £3od2233(5S50(5©O32S2 0 3 c 3  2. ©0328 255 & ®  32825503 ©S&®d$! ®G3^0CS f f l l S

ta?g €£255(5 ©|g® (8  2553dc3O30 €30303 Sea 0 * 2 8  203 93©*02S5C5

1/

©ag© ©23©gd ?̂ a 0 * 2 8  gS-e® eaodzaodza ®'®sf©0 -
<328 2S®C3 02$ 03.

€p®5528. €£255© ®255:f (53028 255325} ©03g ^©302̂ 25̂  gZgD § £ ® ® .3  255(503 O*z8®0 2253&C3G3 g gS53C3255C33 £32$ 255e>»sf Soz8 ®2 8 . 9 2553(0 0 30 2328 255© © 233552325 

<££©0003 03 g03(5c3 285© 92553(0255033 £3235 €£©25528
0 O 2 8 © 3 . © 0  €£25}0 C3o003255C3 Q ©23328 g2553(B255 
€£30325525503225 232055 £3^0255* €£°G3 28®C3 0^2$ €£255(5 © , 
&  £sqoa gS-s® 2553&03 © -© £ © 0 0 3 2 8  g 8003 $32$
©0.

L gS-C® g03255 £3°d2253(5225
2. € £ 2 8 8 0 2 3 2 8  ©3 5 ^ 5 3  <0 1 2 8 ©, <5©0 €£©0:132553€£3}0 £32558003 ©23328 8^0g g03-55S3°d2S53(52350(5o330 ©23@td 5*©, €£28802328S3<>d233(5©®:3 285©, g£28802328 802325}* £3 °d- 225(5-®® 2 8 5 © (Copy ediang) © 23 3 28  £3*0 £g®

225(5*030 203 8 0  <8(^8255*0 © 2 3 © q d  5®. § 5 “® ® ^  
8 ^ 0 g  23000328 €£*£} 203 © w O  8  £3*0£3® 285®, 
©23325}* §5) £3225d 285©, §£•€£ 8(^8o3 0 ©  03 
2? 8 ^ 0 q £2 £ )© 2 8  <pt28 £3»8S535255 ®-©£0 0 - 0328 28S©.

3. z850g)3  ©0£3 ©!3:Tg2328 28:30© ©  0*28:330

€£*28 §£-©® (80 f8 (3  0 © 203 S 3  8 ^ 0 g  ©553 

$ 2 8 0 2 8  g£*$ gSeSdzsfoosf 0328 288233^255 9*00328 j8 S®.
4. ©2332800 €£*2§©2550E), 8025505 0 0  203 l̂2§055 

s8 © 3 0  (0 i 5 5 €£ J©0 j*0 c3 2 8  9 * 28  gS-s® 3255*̂ 0255* ea®252TS55 © 233 28  .eâ 0 fg® 9 = 0 0 3 2 8  2 8 9 ®.
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Catalogue of the 
Main Library, 
University. of 
Peradeniya,
Sri Lanka

•Part II

B y
M . A . G n n a p a la

(G ra d u a te  S ch o o l o f  L ibrarian sh ip ,
M o n a sk  U n ive rs ity , C la y to n ,
V ic to r ia , A  u stra lia  3168).

Cataloguing :

The descriptive cataloguing system followed 
in the main library up to very recent times (till 
the end of 1979) has been a simplified one in 
which only author, title, imprint, and the series 
have been given. However, at the end of 1979 
it has been decided to adopt the detailed 
cataloguing rules, AACR I. Therefore, to the 
new catalogue cards the collation (pagination 
and other illustrative matters) is now added. 
This has advantages over the previous system 
as it gives more information as regards the 
quality or the nature of the book concerned. 
This information is very important, especially 
for a research w orker. Since there is much talk 
about the o f  m ak ing  the U n iv e rs ity '
of Peraden iya  A rts  Facu lty  a postgraduate 
Institute or an  ■ institution giving priority to 
postgraduate studies, this should  b e  taken into  
consideration  by  the l ib n r y .  Since the library  
is a centre o f  an  academ ic institution it has to 
cater to the needs o f  its -readers and it should  
encourage study and  research. It  is the responsi­
bility of the lib rary  to take steps that are necessary 
at the correct time since they cannot be started 
a i l  n l is h e d ' overn ight.lt is obvious that detsied 
cataloguing is a  very important matter as it
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assists the research worker and the student 
alike. Therefore, one could say that starting 
detailed cataloguing in this library at the end 
of 1979 was rather belated because :

a )  this is the biggest library in the country;
(2) the university which it serves has, from 

its inception, been providing for post­
graduate studies and researches;

(3) . talk about its establishment as a post­
graduate institution (i.e. South Asian 
Study Centre) has been going on for a 
fairly long time;

(4) A “Research Area” in the main library 
has been planned since early 1970.

In addition to the main entry any class and 
author added entries are given wherever neces­
sary and the cataloguing is done according to 
the AACR 1. Analytical entries for a portion 
of a book are given when they are on Sri Lanka 
and this has been done to help study and re­
search on the country.

When cataloguing practice in this library 
is carefully studied one can see some features 
which contribute to cataloguing practices in 
AACR. One such instance is the cataloguing 
of translations of works from one language 
to-another maintaining the-uniform title princi­
ple The main entry is given under the author 

■ according to .AACR rules and an added, also 
given under the translator. According to the 
room’ provided -under the uniform title system,. 
the original title is given within square brackets, 
in English or transliterated form. Because of 
this practice catalogue cards for a book and 
all translations of that particular book come 
close together in the author catalogue as shown 
below.



00 WOOLF,. Leonard

The village in the jungle,
London : Hogarth Press, 1961.

00 WOOLF, Leonard

(The village in the jungle) 
Baddegama; tr. by A. P. Gunaratne. 
Colombo : Gunasena, 1949.

This system has been further improved in 
some foreign libraries by giving the original 
title in the script of the original language, 
within square brackets. Perhaps this system 
could have been more efficiently adopted in 
preparing the catalogue card for the general 
catalogue in respect of Sinhala and Tamil 
books. For example catalogue cards for the 
Sinhala novel “Viragaya” by Martin Wickrama- 
singhe as at present is :

(WICKRAMASINGHE, Martin

Viragaya . . . .

However, according to themethod suggested 
it would be

WICKRAMASINGHE, Martin 

Sdjexa (Viragaya)... .

IA bQ : aXARX HJ : — QXSH : SB
SVWPO —B BX— : PL EVPPV-----BO EVQ b :
AJXPX XAO oXU : —VVR------- BSXW—B
AV B HOX BEEVQH —  VWPO —B ABBOB
ABBOBO EVQ HI : --------— VQR. If this
practice could be followed as a general rule, it 
could perhaps bean added advaniage for the 
library user.

Regarding translations a further improvement 
could be made as follows.

WOOLF, Leonard 

(The village in the jungle) 
(Baddegama)

These improvements could be made in the 
transliterated cards in the main author and 
class catalogues. Corresponding cards in the 
Sinhala catalogue give such infoim alien ade­
quately according to the lines described alo^e

gdfd,
(Village in the jungle)

Government publications are a special type 
of problematic literature in meny respects for 
libraries and Sri Lanka govenment putlica 
tions are no exception. It is tie very ratine 
of the publication that brings cut all these prob­
lems. Sri Lanka goverrment pufclkaticrs sie 
in the three major languages (Sintala, English, 
and Tamil) widely used in the cointiy. In seme 
cases all the three editions are in one \olure. 
But some others are three separate volumes. 
As far as cataloguing is concerned hew could 
these materials be tackled? They should te 
handled in a way that helps the reader most. 
When the three language editions of a book 
are published separately, it is ccnveninet to 
the reader if the three volumes are in one 
place in the book shelf. Similarly, it is conveni- 
ent and also helpful to have the corresponding 
catalogue cards together in the catalogue. Up 
to 1979 the library considered them indepen­
dently for cataloguing so the cards in the cata­
logue could not field together which may te 
understood frem the following example giving 
catalogue cards pertaining to a Sinhala edition 
and an English edition of a government publi­
cation.

English i
i

edition [ 
card |

CEYLON. Ministry of Land, 
Irrigation and Power.

Plan of development of Ministry
of Land, Irrigation and Power 

1966-1970.

Sinhala

edition
card

i
CEYLON. Ministry, of Land 

Irrigation and Fewer.
Idam varimarga ha vidulibala
amatyamsaye samvardhana 

saiasma 1966-1970.
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It is obvious that in the catalogue these two 
cards will not come together even though they 
relate to Sinhala and English language editions 
of the same book. The Univeristy of Peradeniya 
Library had been following the above system 
of cataloguing up to the end of 1979. Now the 
uniform title has been introduced, by which 
such cards will come together in the catalogue. 
Therefore, according to the present system the 
above books will be catalogued as follows :

CEYLON. Ministry of Land, Irrigation and 
Power.

Plan of development of Ministry of Land, 
Irrigation and Power 1966-1970.

CEYLON. Ministry of Land, Irrigation 
and Power.

(Plan of development of Ministry of Land, 
Irrigation and Power 1966-1970). Idam vari- 
marga ha vidulibala amatyamsaye samvar- 
dhana salasma 1966-1970.

In present catalogue cards the English title 
is taken first. In Sinhala and Tamil editions the 
English title is given within square brackets 
and then the titles of the editions in transliterated 
form. In some respects the cataloguing practice 
in this library deviates from AACR. Two ins­
tances are criticism of the literary works of a 
given author and biographies. In both these 
cases the main entry of the catalogue is given 
not under the author of the criticism or the 
biographer but under the person about whom 
the book is written. Only an added entry is 
given under the author.

* A hidden life: the enigma of Sir Edmund 
Backhouse; by Hugh Trever-Roper 
is catalogued as follows.

BACKHOUSE, Sir Edmund
TREVER-ROPER, Hugh. A hidden 

life : the enigma of Sir Edmund 
Backhouse.

In the case of literary criticism the cataloguing 
is done in a particular fashion.

* Shakespeare : the tragedies : a collection 
of critical essays; ed, by Alfred Harbage 
is catalogued as follows.

SHAKESPEARE, William

HARBAGE, Alfred ed . Shakespeare: 
the tragedies : a collection of essays.

These two examples illustrate the present 
cataloguing practice of this library concerning 
the two types of book discussed above. Accord­
ing to AACR the main entry should be under 
the author/editor and the added entry inder 
the person on whom the book is written. Deviat­
ing from this international practice could bring 
problems because the deviation is not widely 
known. Even in this library, there are possibi­
lities that users might adept the AACR system 
without knowing the local practice in the library. 
The system adopted for literary criticism is a 
cumbersome method which has the same disad­
vantage.

Classification Scheme :

This library uses a modified version of the 
16th edition of the Dewey Decimal classification 
scheme. The existing scheme was first prepared 
in 1954 during which year the books in the 
lending library were reclassified according to 
the new scheme (5). Since then this scheme has 
revised from time to time with the addition of 
new class numbers. This modified version is a 
much more generalized classification scheme 
which does not provide for detailed classifi­
cation. It does not call for much effort 
to understand that the revised version of the 
classification scheme now used is an in balanced 
one which fails to treat all areas of subjects- 
of studies with equal fairness, giving the proper 
recognition to various sub-disciplines. Weak­
nesses inherent in the D.D.C. scheme have not 
considered for the discusson. The weaknesses 
discussed here are completely new drawbacks 
that have emerged in the process of the prepara­
tion of the revised version. Geology and mathe­
matics books in the Main Library have been 
classified in detail (7). The simplified version 
of the classification scheme used does not treat
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the subject matter of books in the way that is 
most helpful to the reader. Until recently all 
books in. the field of business and industrial 
management had been classed under 658. How­
ever,. from the latter half of the 1970s this area 
has been treated in detail as in the D.D.C 16th 
edition.

Education is a simplified scheme which 
deviates somewhat from DDC. The number 
used for education reference works (379.2) is 
not at all logical and therefore literacy and 
illiteracy have now been allocated that number. 
Subjects such as economics, sociology, political 
science, and in fact most of the subjects in 
humanities and social sciences have been too 
simplified. Until recently all sociology books 
were classified under 301 and towards end of 
1970s country numbers and a few other sub­
divisions have been added but that also cannot 
.be considered Sufficiently detailed. The geo­
graphy class in DDC is considered the worst 
treated subject area. This subject has been 
somewhat better treated in the classification 
scheme practiced by this library (see table 3), 
which is more helpful to the study and teaching 
of this subject.

It should also be mentioned that some sub­
jects have been treated in detail where DDC 
has not taken much interest but given in its 
introduction clues for detailed treatment. The 
Sinhala language and literature section as well 
as the Tamil literature section are such areas 
which have been treated well in the scheme de­
vised by this library (Table 4-6). The simplicity 
and mnemonic features that are found through 
the DDC scheme have been preserved in new 
areas.

A subject treated in more detailed than in the 
p-iblished classification schedule is the Sanskrit 
literature section (Table 2). This treatment has 
facilitated to suit study and research in this 
area. Large numbers of books written in Sanskrit 
over a long span of time in the history of Indian 
civilization cannot be limited to just 891.2. 
Sanskrit was a living language in the ancient 
period of India during which time vast amounts 
on all subjects were written in that language.

ge£z»25»<3 gQazsfzS

This new classification had made use of the 
same notation system and has preserved the 
simplicity and mnemonic features infceicnt in 
the DDC as far as possible. Becks cn other 
subjects written in Sanskrit language ta\e 
been given the DDC classification numbers 
together with the language abbreviation at the 
beginning. Therefore, a beck on Buddhism 
written in the Sanskrit language will be classi- 
fied under “skt 294.3.” Similarly a beck on 
any subject area could be convenienty classic 
fied by introducing the “skt” before the Dewey 
number. A similar area that needs a detailed 
scheme of classification is the Pali literature 
section.

The classification scheme used in the Main 
library has to be looked at on the basis of the 
relationship that the library serves. It is well 
known in Sri Lanka that this is the biggest 
library in the island serving readers an social 
sciences and humanities. More and more, re­
search is encouraged in these fields in this Unive­
rsity and the library too has been geared to this 
goal. In such a library a suitable classification 
scheme has to be used. The simplified version 
of the scheme used is barely sufficient to serve 
its readership. Therefore, detailed classification 
(perhaps using the latest edition) according to 
the Dewey classification scheme is a necessity 
and would be less expensive and less time con­
suming than introducing a new scheme alto­
gether. However, from the practical side, the 
cost involved is the biggest problem for rCclassi 
fication. The index to class sequence need to. 
be kept up to date and it could be made it a 
more useful tool by adding more index terms 
from all relevant natural language terms. , ,

Conclusion :

If we study a library catalogue we can observe 
the ways in which the standard cataloguing 
codes and classification systems are used, any 
deviation from these systems, the advantages 
and disadvantages, good features and weak­
nesses, pros and cons. Although the cataloguing 
system followed is that of AACR 1, in certain 
cases different systems have been adopted, some 
of which are certainly advances in the
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cataloguing practices. Perhaps studying the 
p3ssibility ofintroducing the AACRII and using 
a uniform system of cataloging where unifor- 
mity is lacking would be a worthwhile effort. 
Due to the very simplified classification scheme 
used, the means by which reclassification is 
possible should be carefully studied. It is essen­
tial that the areas where new schemes are to be 
developed (for such subjects as Sanskrit, Pali, 
Buddhism) according to the interests of this 
country be examined. The filing system 
especially in the author catalogued has to be 
reviewed. Reorganizing various sections of tie 
catalogue to suit the scientific and educatioral 
consensus is another problem that has to be 
looked into. The catalogue is the main reference 
tool of the library and is heavily used by its 
readers. It has to foe easy to use if it is to be user 
friendly. In this venture more library techniques 
such as guides, s e e  and see  a lso  references should 
be made use of. The “index to the class sequence” 
seeds to be updated and improved. It could be 
made a very useful aid to subject accessby provi­

ding natural language index entries to class 
niimbers. A careful study of the catalogue with 
a catalogue use study seems to be an essential 
first step to be taken. In this computer age it 
is appropriate to examine the possibilities of 
computerizing the catalogue because a computer 
is already available in the University.

CATALOGUING
fl. University of Ceylon, peradeniya Campus. Library Handbook 1972. P I .
2. Ceylon Administration Report,. 1923. Part IV - Education P3. Ceylon Administration Report, 1925, P. B. 8. 0ng—Ctyloi Administration Report, 1934. P.-B. 12. g5. university of Ceylon Annual Reports. Thirteenth Annual Report of the council, 1954. p. 79.($. Classification' scheme for Sanskrit books in the University of Peradeniya library has been compiled by former Acting librarian Mr. S. Mun gaverl (now Librarian of the University of Jaffna) who is an h >nours gadn ate in Sanskrit and was in-charge of the Sanskrit section of the library for ^any years.?< The Main Library catalogue also contains the class catalogues of geology and math -tnatics books, v hah belong to the disciplines of the faculty of science. In the Universisty fo. Peradeniya, all other facility libraries except Engineerig and the Main Library use the DDC 16th edition without modfr= l&cation or simplification. The Faculty of Engineering Libras? uses the UDC scheme.

t a b l e - I.
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA MAIN LIBRARY CATALOGUE.

I —  1  =  i iAuthor catalogue. Class catalogue Sink Jla catalogue. Tamil catalogue. Legal depositcollection catalogue

Main author Catealogue of Systematically Index to the
i&talofue. Union special arranged class sequence.
eatalogue to the collections, sequence,whole library
system in the
University.

General Ceylon Education SirJjala Tamil U.N. Sanskrit
olass Room catalogue, catalogue, catalogue, catalogue, catalogue.<®6alQg®e.

Author catalogue. Class catalogue.

Author catalogue. Class catalogue. Index to Tamilperiodical literature.

Class catalogue. Author catalogue.

Sinhala, Tamil. English. ,
«.e



891.209
891.209 1
981.209 2 
891.21 
.891.2108 
891.2109
891.211
891.211 1
891.211 2
891.211 21 
891.21! 22
891.212
891.212 1
891.212 2
891.212 3
891.212 4
391.212 S
891.212 9
891.213 
891.4

981.22 
891.2209
891.221
891.222
891.223
891.224 
891.229
891.23 
891.2309
391.231
891.232
891.233
891.234 
891.239
891.24
391.25

910
910.01
910.05
910.11
910.12
910.14

980.14
910.15
910.16
910.17 
910.19

910.20910.21
910.22 
910.3 
912

TABLE-2.
893.2 (An expansion).

Sanskrit literature.General history and criticism.General history and criticism - Alankara Sastras* (Arranged alphabetically by title).General history and criticism : English. (Arangcd Poetry.Anthologies (Poetry).Poetry - Histry and criticism.Purana itihasa (Literature).Puranas (alphabetically by title).Itihasas.Mahabharata.Ramayana.Kavyas (Poetiy).Asvaghosa.Kalidasa.Bharavi.Bhatti.Magha.Lesser Kavyas (Alphabetically by title). — Lyrical poetry (Megaduta, Gitagovinda etc.). Didactic and Gnomic poetry.
Erz poetry (1900 and after).

TABLE-4
TAMIL LITERATU®®.

894.811 — Tamil literature.894.81109 — Criticism.
— Poetry.—  Drama.894.81131 — Fiction.

894.81132 — Short Stories.894.81133 — Translations.
— Miscellaneous.— PhiloBophy.— Music. .
— History and criticism.
— Tamil - Arabic.— Tamil - Islamic.

Drama.Drama - history and criticism.Asvaghosa.Bhasha.Sudraka.Kalidasa.Other dramatists (alphabetically by title). Prose romance.Pose romance - history and criticism. Dandin.Subhandu.Harsa.Bana.Other dramatic texts (alphabetically by title). Gampu (alphabetically by title). Miscallaneous.

TABLE-3
geography

— Geography.— Philosophy and theory of geography.— Periodicals.— Physical geography - Climatology.— Travel and exploration (devide like 940-999. eg.Travel and exploration of Indi i - 910.1254).— Human geography (devide like 940 - 999. eg. Humangeography of India-910.14^4).Travel and exploraion of India/E- 9I0.T254>.— Human geography (devide like 940-999. eg.Hqmangeography of India - 910.1454).— Plant and animal geography.— Historical and political geography (devide like940 - 999).— Regional geography (deivide like 940 - 999. eg.Geography of Sri Lanka - 910.17548).— Economic and urban geography (devide like 940-999.eg. Economic geography of Great Britain - 910.1942).— Handbooks and guidebooks.— Surveying and map reading.— Cartography.— Gazetteers (devide. like 940 - 999).— Atlases and maps (devide like 930-999. eg. A tieof Sri Lanka 912,548).

TABLE-3,

SINHALESE LANGUAGE
— Sinhalese language : general and historical stadia*
— Phonetics.
— Etyontology, linguistics, idiom*.
— Dictionaries.
— Grammer, syntax and composotlon.
— Prosody.
— Dialects and slang.
— Schoolbooks.
—  Basic Ssnhala (for foreigners).

TABLE! = ©
SENHALA LlTERATOKg.

89] .4808 -  Anthologies and colieetioss (gsBsffaU, safest ws-g*andprosej
891.4809 — History of Sinhalese laftgratore.
891.48108 — Poetry - Anthologies

-.4811 —' Poetry to 180.'
4812 — Drama,
.483 — Fictiom
,484 , ■— Essays.
.485f — Prose to 1800 AD.
4852 — Prose from 180® AD

491.48
49i.48s
491.482
491.483
491.485
491.486
491.487
491.488 
49148824
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User-Friendly Features 
in Computerized Infor­
mation Systems: A Case 
Study

(Importance and characteristics of user- 
friendliness in computerized information sys­
tems are discussed. Following a brief outline 
of the capabilities of a computer-assisted 
library and bibliographical information system 
(COMPAIS II-A) highlights the multi-file 
access, multifield access, and truncation faci­
lity providing for economy in query input, 
acceptance of input in user-familiar language, 
and capability for user-system online dialogue 
and error indications and facility for review 
and correction of query formulations as 
user-friendly features of the system. The 
implications for the training of library/in- 
formation specialists are mentioned).

Introduction

Over the past two decades the application 
of computer in library and bibliographical 
Information processing has become extensive 
especially in the developed countries. Some 
of the developing countries have also entered 
the field. With the advent of mini-computers 
and microprocessors the trend will continue 
and, in fact, will accelerate the use of such 
systems in the eighties and beyond.

The design and development of computer- 
assisted bibliographical information systems 
are fairly well established. There are, however, 
some areas requiring the attention and co­
operation of the parties involved/interested 
in the development, utilization and the promo­
tion of the utilization of computerized system

These include (a) compatibility among the 
systems; (b ) development of use .'-oriented, 
user-friendly systems and (c) the promotion 
of the effect ve and e ficient use of such systems, 
especially in developing countries. These are 
inter-related factors especially (b) and (c). Edu­
cation and training —regular and adhoc courses,

A. Neelameghan and Patricia B* Carino

U n ivers ity  o f  th e P h ilip p in es,
In stitu te  o f  L ib ra ry  S c ien ce, D ilim a n , O C t 
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seminars, workshops, practice and hands-on 
experience—in library and information science 
and information user education and orientation 
help promote the use of computerized informa­
tion systems we would cmiidu’ the building 
into the system user-friendly features as equally 
important for promoting user-acceptance of 
such systems (3) This is particularly important 
in developing countries where use of mxhanical 
gadgets and machines is relatively less wide­
spread and/or there exist, at times* some sort 
of personal, social or cultural inhibitions to 
the use of computer-like machines. Therefore, 
learning about and designing user-friendly 
systems should be incerpe rated in library and 
information science course.

The Unesco-UNDP sponsored Postgr duate 
Training Course for Science Information Specia­
lists in Southeast Asia at the University of the 
Philippines Institute of Library Science includes 
Information Technology as an important mod ule. 
The content and the meihodology and 
strategies adapted for training in information 
technology are described in another paper (4). 
In order to provide for the teaching/learning 
and hands-on experiences in the design, develop­
ment and operation of computer-asisted in­
formation systems, an online interactive system 
has been developed by the participants in the 
course in part-fulfillment of the requirements 
of the programme of studies The information 
storage an retrieval system (COMPAIS II-A, 
see  section 2 for description) supports index 
generation, preparation of authority lists, etc. 
as well as library applications such as, docu­
ments acquisition management, serials control 
circulation control, union catalogue production, 
directory production, SDI, etc. Manuals, and 
tape-slide kits and a computer-assisted instruc­
tional package to as sist in *he teaching training 
and self-instruction in COMPALS-IT-A have 
been produced. These are helpful for user-
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orientation as well. This presentation, however, 
deiils with the user-friendly features of the system.

Several types of user friendly features, 
(described in the later sections of this paper) 
have been incoporated in the system. It helps 
in two ways: firstly in texhing/leaming about 
such features in information systems; and 
secondly fn promoting the use of computerized 
information systems or, at least, in reducing the 
inhibitions that some people may have in hand­
ling machine-based systems.

1 USER-FRIENDLINESS OF 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

1.1 User-Oriented Systems
An user-oriented information system is one 

which a) enables the retrieval of information 
relevant to the user’s need at the moment;

(6) presents the retrieved information in a 
form convenient for use and assimila­
tion by the user; and

(c) is “user-friendly.”

As already mentioned, in the paper we discuss 
briefly the user-friendly features only of a com­
puterized on-line information system handling 
records in one natural language mono-lingual 
environment).

1.2 User-Friendliness
In a computerized information system for 

library and bibliographical applications, user- 
friendly features include, among other things, 
the following.

(a ) Q u ery  language re la te d  fe a tu re s , e.g.

(i) The system accommodates economy 
in query statement—for example, 
In the number of query statements 
and for the number of characters 
in a search statement

- (ii) The system permits, as much as 
practicable, the use of user-familiar 
natural language in formulating 
query statements and other inputs 
for retrieval of information and

(in ) The system accepts a certain amount 
■ of variability in query language.

(Spelling variations, synonyms, 
homonyms, etc. due to such factors 
as the variability of the natural 
language of the discouse of docu­
ments, the level of competence of 
the user in the language of the dis­
course of the systems and of docu­
ment description, user5 knowledge 
of the) subject-field and its vocabu­
lary, etc.

(b) S earch  s tr a te g y  re la te d  fe a tu re s , e.g.
(i) TJie system is interactive enabling 

modification of the search strategy 
in order to obtain an acceptable 
level of precision recall and effi­
ciency in retrieval.

(c) L earn in g /gu idan ce re la te d  fe a tu re s , e.g.

(i) The system guides and helps the 
user in the operation of the terminal 
in the search and retrieval procedures, 
etc. along productive paths by pro­
viding appropriate causes and mess­
age outputs and

(if) The system indicates some of the 
errors and possible caused for them, 
especially those resulting from in­
advertent non-comformity to rele­
vant instructions for retrieving 
records from the data base, terminal 
operations, etc.

1.3 User-Friendliness and User-Familiarity
with System

User-friendliness of a computerized infor­
mation system apparently improves with the 
increasing familiarity of the user with the system. 
User-familiarity with the system conducive to 
effective and efficient information retrieval 
could include the user acquiring

(a ) a knowledge of the resource records 
(data base) of the system—content, 
scope, and limitations the organization 
of the files structure of the records and
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the data elements included in the difer- 
ent types of record; and accessibility of 
the data elements;

(b ) familiarity with the system commands, 
and the on-line communication language;

(c) skill in operating the terminal;
(d ) ability to interpret the displayed results, 

messages and cues;
(e) familiarity with alternative approaches 

to information retrieval as annlicable 
to the particular system used; and

(/) a knowledge of the use of the prescribe ! 
vocabulary control tools, coding mauals; 
e'c. especially if these are not built into 
the system for automatic use by the 
computer.

1.4 User Training and User Familiarity with 
System

User familiarization with a system may be 
achieved through;

(a) user training provided by specialists in 
the system through lectures, demons­
trations, simulation practice guidnace, 
etc. using various teaching/ learni g 
aids; and

(b ) self training by users through practice, 
hands-on experience, programmed learn­
ing, audiovisual aids, computer-assisted 
instruction, simulation modules, etc.

Familiarizing the user with a system by either 
method is helped by providing built in features 
that are conductive to learning the manipulation 
of the system even as the system is used for 
retrieval of information.

2. COMPAJS II—A GENERAL FEATURES
In ordor to better appreciate the user-friendly 

features of COMPALS II A it is desirable to 
get an overall view of the system capabilities

2.1 General
COMPAIS II-A handles different t^^es of

9 **

records in its informs ion storage, retrieval

and services module; it al so supports automation 
of library/infoimation center operations, such 
as, circulation control, d ocument acquisition, 
produc ion of union catalogues, directories, 
authority, lists, e c., and report generation for 
library management. The capabilities of the 
system may be summrizoi in terms of the 
manipulations that can be done on the data 
base. '

2.2 Data Base and Its Updating
The data base consists of tlree principal 

categories of files: (/) A Master File ( — —• of 
resour records, (//) Dic?iona~y Files for en­
coding (DFE) and decoding (DFD), and (///) 
Inverted Files (IF) for the frequency searched 
d ita elements of the MF records. The MF 
consists of four types of resource records 
constituting four subfiles (SF): (/) the Document 
Sub-file (DSF) composed of bibliographical 
descriptions of books, reports, theses, patents, 
trade catalogues, articles in periodicals and 
conference proceedings, and other documents 
as well as records of non-book materials, such 
as, microforms, slides, tapes, phonorecords, 
etc., (//) the Institution Sub-file (ISF) composed 
of profiles of institutions and organizations; 
(iii) the Projects Sub-file (PSF) composed of 
descriptions of on-going P and D projects; 
and (/v) the Specialist Sub-file (SSF) composed 
of profiles of specialists. These resource records 
in COMPALS data base currency cover 
library and information science subjects.

Updating of the files include addition and 
deletion of whole records; adiition of fields 
and deletion of existing fields in the records; 
and changing the value of a field. The updating 
operations can be done either in the on-line 
or in the batch mode. The IF are updated auto= 
matically whenever changes are done in the MF.

2.3 Retrieval Facilities
Access one or more files and subfiels simult­

aneously.

Search expressions can be formulated using 
Boolean operators AND (0), OR ( -), NOT 
(—), and the relations EQUAL TO ( -), GRAT- 
TER THAN (— ), and LESS THAN (•— )
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Handle complex search expressions contain­
ing several operands and also combinations of 
results of searches in one or more files, such 
as, the IF and the MF. Single-poperand searches 
"can be done on the MF and the IF.

AH the data elements in the MF records can 
be. accessed; while the index entries in the IF 
represent the more frequently searched items.

The instruction. ANY provides for searching 
all the fields in one or more user-specified sub­
files. ’

Left-and right-truncation of search terms 
(in the coded or natural form) can be used in 
searching the MF and the DFE; right-truncation 
alone is permitted in searching the IF. Trunca­
tion can be suppressed using the NO TRUNCA­
TION operator

Typical queries‘that the system can handle:

(a ) Find documents and ongoing projects 
on SDI, and profiles of institutions 
providing SDI' and specialists with

1 experience in SDI work.,
■ . * ’ i . * *

, (b ) English language articles or project re­
ports published since 1976 on compu­
terized SDI service; preferably paper 

' published in the Journal of Documenta- 
; tion and Journal of the American Society 

for Information Science.

(c) Find profiles of information specialists 
working in the government sector and

. preferably with a Masters degree in 
libra y information science and experience 

. in information services such as SDI, 
information analysis- and consolidation, 
data handling, etc.

(d ) List of projects in computer application 
in library and information processing 
sponsored by the National Science De­
velopment Board of the Philippines, but 
excluding projects located at the Institute 
of Library Science of the University of 
the Philippines.

U

{g) Find profiles of government institutions,
; excluding academic institutions, provid­

ing library and inform ition services in 
the fields of science and technology, in 
the Philippines or Thailand.

(/) Find profiles of institutions in Southeast 
Asia providing training and consultancy 
in computer applications in data proces­
sing; * . '

(g) List of projects ongoing and terminated 
after 1979 in SDI and MIS costing less 
than 3000 US$.

2.4 Output Formats
For single-operand searches using the IF, 

the system can ‘selectively’ display the retrieved 
entries according, to user specification of SF.

The system provides for choice from four 
different display formats for each SF.

2!5 Aids, Prompts, Error Messages *'■*'
The system displays on the UDU the number 

of hits, (records) for each search expression (in­
cluding combinations) in one or more of the 
SF specified by the user.

Queries/search results can be reviewed at 
different stages in the execution of the retrieval 
function. ’

Three general types of prompts are built- 
-into the system. (0 testing the validity of inpuV 
search strings; (ii) checking for completeness of 
input,’ e.g., tag number, delimiter, e c., ani (///) 
correct/incorrect positioning of the coursor 
before execution of instructions.

3. ECONOMY IN  QUERY INPUT

3.1 Multi-Subfile Access with Single Query
• Statement . •

• #

The records in the four subfiles of the Master 
File—namely, Documents, Institutions, Pro­
jects and Specialists— of COMPOS are. inter­
linked by common field tags and the computer 
programs facilitate access to one of more of the 
files simultaneously such that a single query

geiz3>25)3C g8asfc$



input can retrieve relevant records from some 
or all the subfiles. For Example, an input, of the 
search term NATIONAL SCIENCE DEVE­
LOPMENT BOARD or NSDB would retrieve 
all records from the Documents subfile in which 
field or in the Title field; from the Institution 
subfile in which NSDB’s profile occurs; from 
the Projects subfile in which NSDB occurs in 
the Sponsoring Agency or Implementing Agency 
fields; and from the Specialists subfile in which 
NSDB may occur in the field for Affiliation of 
the specialist.

3.2 Multi-field Access Facility
Normally, the field tag number of the field 

name is given for each operand (e.g. search 
term) in a search expression.

In the expression

—A10—NEELAMEGHAN *A75—INDEX
A10 is the field tag for ‘Personal Author’ 

NEELAMEGHAN and A75 the field tag for 
‘Descriptor’ INDEX and variations such as 
INDEXES, INDEXING, etc. The expression 
can also be in the form

—PERSONAL AUTHOR— 
NEELAMEGNANODESCRIPTOR— 
INDEX

The computer can then search directly the 
specified fields in the records in the specified 
file. However, at times the user may not be quite 
certain about the fields to be searched, or the 
search term or the information required may 
occur in several fields in the records in a sub­
file or in the different subfiles. This may be case 
when a comprehesive search is to be done— 
for example, all records in the data base relating 
to UNESCO, PGI. In the Documents subfile 
UNESCO, PGI may occur in the Corporate 
Author field, in the Collaborator field, in the 
Title field , in the Descriptor fifid, in the project 
subfile, it may occur in the Sponsoring Agency 
or Implementing Agency fields; in the Institu­
tion subfile in the records describing UNESCO, 
UNESCO, PGI: and so on. Instead of trying 
to specially all the fields in each of the subfiles 
to be accessed, one can conveniently use ANY. 
Thus, the search experession could be

ge$23Z3>3<3:

SANY—UNESCO PGI

The system will search all the fields in the 
records in all or specified subfile as the case may 
be.

3.3 Truncation : A  Multi-purpose Facilitation
COMPAIS allows left-and right - trunform) 

in the Master file and Encode Dictionary file 
search and right-truncation in the Inverted file 
search. Truncation can be suppressed by using 
the operator.

Used with discretion, truncation can serve 
several useful purposes in COMPAIS. Firstly, 
it enables minimizing the number of characters 
in the search terms; this helps to economize 
user effort and, hopefully, would minimize 
input errors. For example, for the search term 
INFORMATION one may use INFORMAT. 
In fact, in COMPAIS the component INFOR­
MAT would retrieve records on INFORMA­
TION, INFORMATICS, INFORM ATO- 
LOGY, INFORMATION SCIENCE, etc. As a 
corollary, if one is interested in retrieving re­
cords on a number of topics related to a concept, 
for example, on topics related to LIBRARY 
e.g. library science, library systems, library 
service, library development, academic libra­
ries, public libraries, automation in libraries, 
library management, library architecture, library 
planning, etc.) it is sufficient to use the compon­
ent LIBRARY. The left-and right - truncation 
facility will retrieve records in which terms 
containing the component occurs with any 
other Prefix or suffix such as those just men­
tioned.

For example, using LIBRARY as a search 
term in the Encode Dictionary file, entries such 
as the following will be retrieved.

AUTOMATION IN LIBRARIES 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES

INSTITUTE OF LIBRARY SCIENCE
LIBRARIANS AS 

AUTHORS
LIBRARY COOPERA­

TION
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LIBRARY DEVELOP­
MENT

LIBRARY SCIENCE
LIBRARY TECHNO­

LOGY

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

These may be subject descriptions, to the 
words, names of institutions etc. The list can 
serve as KWIC index or as a part of a thesaurus 
to assist the user in the choice of appropriate 
terms.

Secondly, the output/display of various com­
binations of a term as they occur in a data bise 
can be used like a thesaurus or an authority 
list for choice of search terms.

Thirdly, right-truncation of codes such as 
those in the Subject Descriptor, Corporate Body 
and Place fields facilitates retrieval of records 
on hierarchically related entitles. For example :

(a ) Truncation of Corporate Body/Institu- 
tion Code

IN COMPAIS an Institution code may con­
tain some or all of the following elements : 
Location, Type of institution, Mother agency/ 
body, Subordinate agency, and Particular unit.. 
In the codes

D0005A0823 and D0005A0735
DOO — Metro Manila (location

code)
D0005 — Ministry of Education

an I Culture (mother 
agency code)

D0005A823 — University of the Philip­
pines (subordinate 
agency code)

D0005A0735 ~ National Library (sub­
ordinate agency code)

Truncation applied to the above codes:
DDO will retrieve all records in any of the 

subfiles pertaining to cvpo ate bodies in M jtro 
Manila; the code DD005 will retrieve all

records pertaining to the Ministry of Education 
ahd Culture (by or on tthe Mini dry ] including 
those pertaining to all he agencies and divi­
sions . subordinate to it.

(b ) Truncation of Subject code

A  right-truncation of UDC code for subjects 
(in the A75 Descriptor field) facilitates 
hierarchical subject searches. Thus, using D027 
as search key will retrieve references on the 
following subjects:

D027 General libraries
D027.5 Tax. and rate-supported libraries
DO 7.52 Municipal librariresA

D027.53 Regional/county libraries
D 027.54 State libraries
D027.7 Academic libraries

D 027.8 School libraries
4 INPUT IN  USER-

FAMILIAR LANGUAGE

4.1 Use of Field Name Instead of Field Tag

A  search expression for COMPAIS usually 
consists of the following elements :

Query sequence number (1,2,3 . . . )  auto­
matically assigned by the computer

Coda for the file to be searched (0 for Inverted 
Files, fl for Mister File)

Field Tag or ANY
Equal to sign ( —) following a Field Tag 

except when operator — — or ——  is used

An operand (a search term)
An operator (Boolean operators and other 

prescribed operators)
Field Tag or ANY
Equal to sign (—)
Another operand

An expression for a combination of searched 
els. consists of
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Query sequence number
Code (&) for Combination

Sequence numbers of search expressions to 
be combined connected by appropriate 
Boolean operators

Example.:.

whether the fields AOl and A75 are in coded 
form; if so, the computer picks up the appro­
priate codes from the Encode Dictionary, If 
any of the fields is not included in the list of 
coded fields, the term is used in the natural 
language form.

4.3 Standard Abbreviations can be Used
The following will be the set of search expres­

sions for the query “Find records (documents 
and ongoing projects) by Une x;o on ‘thesaurusr 
published or implemented since 1977”

1 ©AO® ~ UNESCO® A75-THBSAUR
2 SA40— —1977
3 &102 •

If the tag numbers are given the relevant 
fields will be directly se rched. It is, therefore, 
helpful to refer to the list of tag numbers and 
field names in preparing the search expression. 
However, if such a list is not available to the 
user, the name of the fi d in natural language 
may be used nstead. For example:

In the above search expression the name of 
the corporate body is used in the abbreviated 
form—UNESCO. COMPAIS allows the use 
of either the full name or the more popular or 
internationally accepted abbreviation. The 
Dictionary Files take care of such abbreviations.

Also, note that in the search expression it is 
sufficient to use THESAUR; the system, using 
the right-truncation capability, will take care 
of THESAURUS and THESAURI forms of 
the term.

It may be recalled that in COMPAIS all 
coded fields are displayed loutput in the de­
coded form.

CORPORATE AUTHOR instead of lOl 

DESCRIPTOR instead of A75 

DATE instead of A40

The computer picks up the apporpriate tag 
numbers from the built- n direct y of filed 
names and corresponding tags.

4,2 Coded Fields : User Needs Not Know the 
Codes..

In COMPAIS the contents of some of the 
fields are in coded form — for example, Descrip­
tors, Corporate bodies, Services offered, etc. 
Retrieval from such fields would obviously be 
faster if in the search expression the concepts 
are represented in the appropriate codes. The 
codes can be obtained by reference to the coding 
manuals prescribed. For the user this may not 
always be easy or convenient. Therefore, COM­
PAIS accepts the key terms (operands) in 
natural language form—UNESCO and THESA­
URUS in the above example. The system checks 
a built - in directory of coded fields to find out

5 USER - SYSTEM ON-LINE DIALOGUE

On-line information systems generally pro­
vide for some sort of user-system dialogue. In 
COMPAIS such a facility is intended, among 
other things, to assist the user in

(a) making choices or decisions, and

(b ) becoming gradually proficient in execut­
ing the Functions (the Retrieval Function 
in the present case)

The decision points, for instance, could be

— choice of the succeeding step or action 
on the terminal;

— 'selection of search keys from a displayed
list.

The learning aspect, for instance, could in­
clude

— guidance on action to obtain a particular 
response;

29



— - indication of due to non-confor 
unity to instructions;

— indication of poss ble causes for an error.

The succeeding sections provide illustrative 
examples of a dialogue containing the t-bove 
mentioned features.

After signing on, loading of programs and 
activation of the teminal according to the 
guidelines provided in the COMPAIS manuals, 
the general VDU display is:

COMPUTER ASSISTED INFORMATION
SYSTEM

— COMPAIS II - A —
U. P. INSTITUTE OF LIBRARY SCIENCE

POSITION CURSOR TO REQUIRED 
FUNCTION

UPDATE : u .
INQUIRY : I

RETRIEVAL : — R
TERMINAGE : - T

Display 1
The instruction “POSITION CURSOR TO 

REQUIRED FUNCTION” calls for a decision 
by user on the function to be executed and 
moving the cursor to the desired function among 
those listed, and transmitting the instruction. 
It will be remembered that in COMPAIS a 
search and retrieval can be done either using 
INQUIRY or RETRIEVAL. Assuming that 
the user choses RETRIEVAL, the systems 
response would be the display.

***RETRIEVAL***EN1ER REQUIRED SUBFILE/S AND REQUIRED DISPLAYFORMA l S VALID fLTFlLES :DOCUMENT VALID FORMATS : FORMAT IINSTITUTION FORMAT IIPROJECT FORMAT IIISPECIALIST FORMAT IVREQUIRED SUBFILES REQUIRED FORMAT

POSITION CURSOR HERE (. .) RETURN R
Display 2

The top line COORBTRIEVALGCO indicates/ 
confirms the particular function selected 1n the 
preceding action step. If a change of function 
is desired at this stage, the system provides 
for returning to the earlier display/step.

The second line statement requests for decision 
and indication of the subfile(s) to be searched 
and the format in which the output is to be 
displayed. The four accessible subfiles (data 
bases) and the valid formats are enumerated. 
The user should have an idea, by reference to 
the manuals, the data elements of the records 
in each subfile that are included in the different 
display formats.

After keying-in the name(s) fo the subfile(s) 
and the desired format(s) in the space provided 
for the purpose and exactly in the form indicated 
in the display, the cursor is positioned as ins­
tructed. On transmission of the input, the display 
will be ;

♦♦♦RF.TRIF.VAT ***ENTER REQUIRED SUBFILE/S AND REQUIRED DISPLAYFORMAT i
• VAT m  C|TTIFTT pc  •

DOCUMENT' VALID FORMATS: FORMAT X INSTITUTION FORMAT IX.PROJECT FORMAT HISPECIALLIST FORMAT IVREQUIRED SUBFILES REQUIRED FORMATSpecified subfile/s) ("Specified format/s)POSITION CURSOR HERE (. .) RETURN R ^Display 3

Again the function being executed is indi­
cated/confirmed as well as the name(s) of sub= 
file(s) and format(s) requested, thus providing 
for a review of the action taken by user at each 
stage. And from each stage, the user can get 
back to the preceding step(s) by positioning 
the cursor to RETURN:— —R.

If the input (content and form) is confirmed 
and transmitted, the display will be

•♦ •RETRIEVAL***QUERY: *1* NOTE; MAXIMUM QUERY NO -10

POSITION CURSOR HERE ( ) ............. RETURN: RD splay 4
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RETRIEVAL
QUERY : M* NOTE : M \X! MUM QUERY NO -  10

query statement
POSITION CURSOR HERE ( ) RETURN R

Display 5

A request for VIEW will elicit the display

000 RETRIEVAL 000
QUERY *—------* *------------’ RECORD !S

A valid query input will generate the following 
response : ..

(query statement) 

M O R E :------Y  — ------  N 0

OOORETRIEVALOOO 
QUERY 1 ‘xxxxi RECORD !S

(query statement)
DISPLAY RECORDS ? : ------Y --------- N

Display 6 .

Display 9

Non-conformity to the exact specification 
of name(s) of subfile(s) and display format(s) 
as indicated in disoplay 2 will result in the 
following arror message :

The display of the number of recprds/hits 
for each query facilitates decisions on query 
strategy modification, if necessary, For example, 
the type of combination and the search terms to 
be combined, the selection of search terms 
(broader, narrower, alternative and related 
terms), etc.

Let us now look at some other types of dis­
play/output of COMPAIS.

000 RETRIEVAL 000 
INVALID SUBFILE !S OR INVALID  

FORMATS SPECIFIED 
REPEAT : ------Y ---------- N

Display 10
The query statement for COMPAIS has 

specific format as indicated in section 4.1. Non­
conformity to the specification would reslut 
in the following message displays :

In display 6 if the user response indicates 
4no display of records’, the computer respnse is

000 RETRIEVAL 000 
MORE QUERIES ? : ------Y --------- W

Display 7
User response ‘yes’ for MORE QUERIES? 

will output

***RETRIEVAL***
‘INVALID QUERY FORMULATION’ CHECK THE FOLLOWING

1 FIRST CHARACTER MUST BE $, . OR &2. FOR $ AND .MAXIMUM OF TWO OPERANDS3 VALID OPERATORS ARE : * . + . —4 VALID RELATIONS ARE : — -5 THE LEFT-H ■' N D-SIDE OF AN ClERAND CAN BE A TAG-NUMBFR, A  DESC RIPTOR OR ‘ANY’6. THE RTGHT-HAND-SIDE OF AN OPERAND CAN BE. A TERM WITH OR WITHOUT AN END DELIMITEROF&7. MAXIMUM OF TEN QUERIES ‘PRESS TRANSMIT KEY’Displ iy 11

000 RETRIEVAL 000

REVIEW PREVIOUS QUERIES ? :
------Y  — N

Display 8

***r e t p ie v a l ***INVALID QUERY FORMULATION - CHECK THE FF;I. FOR A FTP crr C EARACTER OF &. ALL OPERANDS MUST BE NUMBERS2 MAXIMUM OF NINE OPERANDS ARE ALLOWED3 ALL FARENTHESES MUST «;E. i AIRED4 AN OIEF AND VALUE C ANNOT } T OFEATER TFAN i R EQI A^ TO THE CURRENT \Ax-LE OF QUERY NIM IER5. MAXIMUM OF TEN QUERIES •PRESS TRANSMIT KEY*
Display 12
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The latter message is specific to a COMBINE 
query statement. The steps can be retraced for 
checking and correction of query statement 
and format.

REFERENCES
1. <&rino, Patricia B. COMPAIS: A  Computer Assisted Infor­

mation System. (J. Info. Sci. 4; 1982; 49-60)

2. NATIONAL computer Institute (Camp Aguna.do Q. C.)
COMpALS (Technical manual). 1981.

In several of the computer responses there 3 
is an instruction POSITION CURSOR HERE
(---------). Violation of the instruction results
in the message 4

Neelameghan, A. Improving the Use o f Information Systems 
Services and Sources throgh User Education and Orientation. 
Some Issues with Refernece to Developing countries. PGI1E.T. 
V!4. 1982. (Distributed separately).

Neelameghan, A. and Carino, Patricia B. A. Regional Training 
Programme for Science Information Specialists in Southeast 
Asia. Information Technology Module. FID JET Workshop, 
Hongkong, 6-9 September 1982.

000 RETRIEVAL 000

POSITION CURSOR PROPERLY

REPEAT: — Y ------N
REPEAT : ------Y ------ — N

. Display 13

Proper positioning of the cursor is important 
to ensure proper communication between the 
user and the computer system. When a violation 
is inidcated it is possible to retrace the step and 
execute the correction — — that is, positioning 
the cursor correctly.

6. CONCLUDING REMARKS
In the preceding sections we have briefly

outlined the features of COMPAIS ------ an
online information storage and retrieval system- 
emphasizing its user-friendly features. We have 
discussed mostly features that are useful to 
the information user in a non-delegated search.

As indicated earlier, the Institute of Library 
Science uses COMPAIS mainly for teaching/ 
learning the design, development, and operation 
of computer-vased information systems. In this 
situation, the students assume more than one 
role— as information (system) users, as infor­
mation system designers, and as intermediaries 
between users and systems. The built-in user- 
friendly features of COMPAIS are helpful or 
developing in the students a proper perception 
of the need for such features in computerized 
information systems.
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Oŝ esse <g-e&aci»d Ol©CS3Ĉ  ffltD tDsfg 27.00
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