10 C2ft 2ac»55c3 3/4 1989 - xesii)a)3

©3&823* $>c32» f "~ C $1,20/— §C ®10/



N
GeIME YOy
Brevad Qe : 1989 &€ - oct@ad

LIBRARY NEWS BL 2567 10 @2 PDesw 3/4

G o Driid gunTie cdd PeiRced YImanad.

B9

DR : 1

9B 850885 SODE RO a@Rm gCHND 8 ¥da Bedmme  2-5

Gaining Access to Health Sciences Literature 6-9

g 3R dkeCusna v BESieme 10 - 14

The National Libarary as an International Exchange

Centre of Publications 15 - 16
8Os cdss 17
" Publishing in Maldives - An Overview 18 - 19
New Building of Library of China - a Survey 20 - 24

DOSed s - HB® Ancsl IRE GO O MmO IOzING Bl
gEIMMCS HBe 05 O e@endd 97 BEOO eud v AE 8Im grznde ged
Hadis BCBen ¢9 @vnda.




39H)2)

8 com S PG DudemD wew: B B8O gterd ©8:OO BO Be
VOODO Qustm MR, e dhfin BEndne do vBed gBowiocd ¢8 Gy 2
qieng. wmCe® dn g’ 0057 gued bu Oahcs s AYC Ondipds o -
2005 08 odewen “gunme yludS ' sidn B g0 o B8I¢ gs 0On 508 §1B
mbecd. 1989 g0 iy oend yudnmc ydusSB BB e On m@tac.m’ o ot
y0ned v B800 ovnp O guderde ©® mbw AYETOLE.

1990 Ded 408 2P prdnmc Hedged Agn qud 00530 wn 88D ¢
8880 dudid 0.  &hflm yimmcs D0 Dm0 wOWO Dpun Wedped  owdd
809 g 90wl parlen§. Hud @exdxE Bded § Bu FdlERST, Blonsd
@953 © gqv ¢ 88» ¢R8x 8O “didn gdmmc oBans® 8O 1990 ¢BewE 27 Om

20 enf @o.

1989 Dol Y uws’, §oondd v Adm, 1990 dued 8O Bo W ©ed
aBe © eeddu go 85 pE wdwst ©d8st cazien § 1990 s e:ad)m v eEd™ 90
Qen Dwcs 000 8 48 yilidows wmieny.

— e3oti2nd®™ —



CaD) DB GOOE
20 y@InD) LEWDIR
0 9IB@ HEIMIC

ey 2:088m 000G Boumts mnd dODE v
099 ® omed @ ¢, & & BB g BES OB e
oo, ded 8¢ edewd 80 o3 on meg »®d
0Gs. goovd g ded §Bw» weBIc owg J,
Ao’ Hfdn gkomec v wise Gy ww gidm
sfm v eledesn yEHME emedBa. dendsl co
8:088m 609c Sdd yrme v v Kl yusn
DC O 0D OBI® e HBE BN B»E e v Bw.
omed ednos 00 8460 e Hevm smEsed
208Ams 1 c¥oBks BEAED edovdst DoBD yn
008. !® wdd B0V B ymem yewmded
g8 qegmd v Dodnd o 89 HoTHEO0 gd
Gems om0 @en®.

D58 GO0 an® YedmmCwIBeBddss, ddd
HeD YD gpe DsTest o 80885 COOER
o0 B HBKE 00 . ©® gnd cov w088
600 gXoMmE. 138800157 Snstest BED ymam
geom  wmdon @d88n 600d Deswd 2w
08 @D e emd B 208, 08857 eud
sien? wenBamd RO0E 308. devrl O O
ed COmO gunt 09 ¢ ».0 gl Bed 06500
86D ymBn yevmdes BP0 ape Dxies’ emoed
8. ¢80 cBewrw mosTest »Hd 88 D wndd vl
e08. BdD gy @YeYmDe ©-088n JODED vle
2180 8Ost v gewe DO on v B, Bl ws
09 60OE IS oo™ on B aB Hws, Sdewd
g cavowd ymam OF ¢ Hwiks. Ome W
9533 wed o 2088 JODE ©d) e® CODG
250D gmn ovIg JEBINE BIAA ¢ Bed. dewxsy &
CODE HMe™ HEYm DIV In3® wnfernm ez
ed. Bosiom @ »owes Oxfes’ 830 ymam
g3oMmd o edd @B g8 Bae ciewdoad.on §
6 10—15 pg O® D¥psmO® ® W@ edo=ED
DOm0 ® gus c00E B85 & BEICD ymmmHwd
ol @07 GO g8 88 eFam S weadmd I wdm
B, D40 gmas gewmd B8EAcd 88a ¢80 »O®m
0® 38 0Cam0Es 08 qfed. deus o GO
0AsI® BEom grw. ¥ wxd $0:827 8 gmem
Qoo o3 0dBs 88udesid vgs E0ms
Mmecny nBA.

0@ wmZow SHossInd YEOME Bod @3.dDivXs
(IFLA) ne 92000 o5 fed 1973 2:. & 840
9530 Bem®@m Bieewd® (UBC) (¢t , 8D ¢gs¥o
Beom®m wicms ¥ nsIns  wsly sids gde
(UBCIM) Universal Bibliographic Control and Inter-

2

national MARC) 380:6wss Dwewd). eded 8¢ Hod
Dalm. W™OD CAB YoEan DO CNo® 1B B
0250ed 5@ 8 y¥em Y530 VeSO BICHK = 8IS
P o Bed gbdun onB ovdB. 8dD yman yewm

@053 el BED YT DeLITOD BICHW PVIS Bodnm

00e0IC198 cvds 0dx vox Siim. eoncd O
20uns Dnews’ wnd ®™Om G 0@ BB»EBwd g
o308 gemddend wwewlow Ci1A®. B gzl
Sossind g 80d® wddmned DitBu 9
8Os’ wnlst 8. gomsd O wlwsl 5@ BdD
950 BemstOm LIEme ©1 HSHc wsly BB
t8s  (UBCIM), 860 ¢ ocms w0 88 wxfela
(Universal Dataflow and Telecommunications = UDT)
o gpisews v sCfews (Preservation and Con-
servation =PAC) 8. 9230 edend 60 8¢ ewitdn
Gzl Bede Dxisis yBvies BBA. 10 e®ag D3
Bl wevm oeos § 50m 8 Bed. (1) SHfm gh
oo HCHY, (2) gocam ©03¢5w B Buyd wewd
SrseiHS w” SHfkm ocy® (3, 4) Yam GEHmd
omeds 50 mtemed ACH® (B) PCYD DS,
A0 ocy® mom JOOED cumddn 88 wew,
g gCHmd BEIe Kifim ocy® cuescand

. Bu @0 ¢ g 0857 emw grfeny.  (6) ddD gmaas

geum Addd w-ddine B88dg Hu@dE () §B»
endsicn Dxtert 018 wowst e Dn & ey gl
ME® N8 8oy AeBune. @000 glncs gs®
w0 guieny.gemsd qu d85 geoc« 572 v sled
v DENWIOED w6 ¢ gfeny. )

840 gaam geYmded Fe AYBL ©H® Jn®
D80em0, BXOMO ewld BOGBE®O gus YOS
BeCEC ¢cO®xn Bedm, cOO» e & gdns oy
enomd A om uiB Bu ¢y A08. D ymem
Qevmedd igEmD ¥ emesy: gORICKmE BE YR
Oferis. Ow  mndics 808 coewidmur o,
emMOR01Red Bue® yois §00emn m08. Bewds? Ow
yeamss’ o edeggs’ o @5 ® gdnmcws
SuB? o ¢ HCREOS 008, You® O §8», wde,
aas 0ol QEedAm @€ dacwsl D Bug® Yo
o5 080 emedd ¢ aicRERS @d. @), e, dndx
88, Dede gdmsBm, onmevrs Sfn dDanecs’
892 § Bug® yudnmc 08 2@5300 ¢ Ow gope @08
yBgnwms, guind BG®, 608 %o 91 ¢56n nidne
wer 0ed A, Ag § 80w gelmme il st
80 ¢ Ow AT 8DB. 08w §OMCEmw e dw
gn Dster? B0 g yeHMO ux Bees astnd
g mE Bo® eddmd 80 908 «i8 wdwuos’
003 8ow 89 9D evewmm B .

88D ganas @evmd O © wdme ast®
ol @6 owf § DeuB. 860 ¢iO desis®m

"o OWD ymie @ewmDD Mbous Dsluved,

8k ymas yewmd 8@D emdnd; ycwm® (Uni-
versal Availability of Information UAI) 8€a¢ sgc—

gyl yowsd



a08eRIEO Srbow: 0. BdD. emdns yeHvmdn
©0x owdn, ®®8m, FIB8s w1 P O
eusl 89m ©:080mwd HbowB. Do ecInewd
8B O AcCOS gdosdE @ bud ewievIns),
etonen god € 8 OO cbewm gdund owme®
o ecoten end ¥ (dot emewIns CODE nd
Bedm om0nc; 8dndes &f »oEea.

ey gdomnced (Besd, medss, 9
wi®:158n) qlvile
0 & 83 88S

endics ¢ mche ddD Bemced
eS8l wwmd YiBWMCwIBDB

g CemBon BER

_gmoens, 3¢ 9180 m  yEnme »® emem
8uem & B 9@ 0O B0 yam GewDIDG
BEae comvmn ¢ ced. 08 & andey cwend
enddmw Ozles’ 8dRBe wwos O nodd & 8w
81000 QEC® (18 808. oded dxTest ARIEBIE0
55 0800 edneds’ 80 9f me om0 MB OwsY
cde B Amw. 8dd8e O 880 O18 A 810
O onmoewist (¥ O I 0» e uid OO
By 00s 8eed. o 2:088m 000F Hos yao
an HeHmy 8cdBfe eReAs 2w we v &
omed8 05 QEEP ¢ Byows? NHB Ox Awr SO ¢f
B o1 0B Sed anpins ¢ Hud @ 018 0. il
gedone 801@ o $iwr 88 Bows RSt @Q0m

3Bc gmpmes, cvewldmus’ emens ¢00
BB0 onl 05les ¢ wtos gnd B edmws
OB @, KNS ® 99 § 9CEOR ydime Bk
viPen 0988, edond cuewidmest ed &dasmo
BE o 9Ee® dwrwst ymasd v 659880 8
98 ¢ 90 008 & vBEED B Y. V@ CONd
eCHme S gBer coewldn gdanmn eRws 9CEd
Davwsl Yme.d exiddd & eEBd ©y6iBds.8dR
Bad . ezn  emEwizn 3D B 006 DEIAG DHEDM
8m m0¢durd 9O ved me yrw. 9EEO eaends! ¢
B 8d0Bw Eqen B0 ¢dws ond w5¥B) LAC N,
S NnOT® ¢l 9CcO a» «ly oddBursd e
B8O gdas AL YO Re CRGS.

“omn QeYm 8¢ABw” «zy BYmatde ,
s, esis gecde, edq w80 v cOm B gdrmc
@t wddn vddds ® emdews? wEstdw ©wi®A.
R glowuBs? oxlosl de ei1ey® Bom ¢ vddws
Dter? o8 BmEIRTARSB. Om HHBdm v Hred@m
©1208sT 8¢ BOT) GG LrEVD VIS WIBOE BIO
Qeuded HiDWasmmdB. odu CODR Fmua™

 BBe® PDrmemd Jg 83w B YO ¢ edms Ot
885 »® 6cd edBu adarm 9Ped 8 acdPe

g eoney. dogln Ged Bww, poum DD, OB,

aeDEnG goass

C mBed ygm, meec & 8200 O 2nBBY goles
Ben doqBe yman ¢0n G o300 Sncd svy
ooy 05y eudsY ed@n Davwst vg Wmeds) CAD B
o coy 8:088m 60D & Beduewsi® Dreos ©D.
G0 s I80e® ©1B D §B» Dacw 3 @ Bbeme
0 cAsier e¢du BRdo od 8:310: B 883
0¢8u  0®dEs G000, Bednosd exnd ddedm
o8 B Y5 v.g BBOD eIy @B OB .
288 vy Goon At Buw, Geos soymd® Jow gled
coon Bewy 008 B0 @B Bu viBw. Sysd
0 @G Dilion Reeded® vR«idg 0 vBleest ® 89
880 @'a _>.

@ed Jego o O owim edegsly v ©ayg
wBsIzng edvewd 80 (AC vENOem vty ©O. ©§
ewiBnesl 8857 en€s ® 80 o 392 vl @)
@53 A ¢O» @ 0 Re® Bewldnusl ecls?
eDDr edgewE e 8¢ Dwowsy 8w BB, &0
¢ edewd (Ceipd B AT BEIm. I gwd
Dos Oxfery ghdomiced. glocusd B8s 8c?
0 5ed® PO v8BID ecuim v» yew ABBRO @B
gem g PBmvw gEmmcwd. gdwim Dacws’
80sles! coewldmaid. gmesd o & aedes
oDy B By eon & B39 B8EOx. dD1 A o
owes ewed &3 @Y otn fd du viB3. Y
Rl coon PO guomme OB s vdn BBOD
O con yB 8O BELw. ‘

0@ BuEe oviged c&aﬁ 8:088m 000G ¢ Seds

eust® 9B g DED ¢ Acsisiest emedt sl

8 v EBu. ©8ag O 2 Ymemwd vuide
0B e d0Fse. S Beo® sicy Gess g
anw. e edegs’ HWODED sd«wR 88 ¢b. (AT
¢ edond owous eoon B0nmD.) gdnme ¢ SO
0B, d0) ¢ ¢bOcmbem ©08m g». cvid Ownn
8cwI euednEmd DR ¥y O O @ ydnme
180890153 afst e FPewmdwd 88 s »ERD
98 Bed. cvewtdmus’ od aecws’ sems 80 ¢
85 onwmens’ OB emdun ¢ Dnecs ewl §o
ORI ewd g evn ¢lon gu €80 BEDH. c¢®
20 BoECR cvf Bownd ewvd Aw mnddsl ed
a0 PBs’ 38 O ymam giecs B
o8ms. yeadlu Decws’ yedn 883 BIOS, grm®
g emddhe Yoo 8 0BV g ® 50 R @
Boxk8n yednsmd ©0 greddu Doy I & e
@OcD asz, e, ¢dwbde w1 388 ©10wO
odndn @m® edfo YED OB dd ©d
gedas, ¢8OE sReben pds, B¢l ssiecen pdcd
DeAG ooz, BdDww mBe eon OB cwdE wdNd
80 ABods oz s BBr wieg@Is, RBIENG
wm el wstEn HOGs niy B8e® e BB 105
(3o geomds Bsewd ewulos PEG: O
O Ofews? sledes mg ¢nd 08) s <08
® e vB efelnm WCEm @, -



98s & 0 dhesm ep@anm5 000n HHdn
od gdasmdcY 08 0l 8w wmBe. Gedd Jd
‘b  yddw od gdlanmdcd 88 goRAsIe

cdmd 800 BEOm. Ozf gewd dx¥est @ide Hdhd -

' ed glersm swvgedsl ©oydhla ol A0 exn @b,
ooy 850cE 000 o ©ddncisOnd o
aedn g A0 Beme. devs gowmds SEag
gz emedd Acw 8 80 dd 088 ewd
ewst wewsd 8. ' §B» 80085 wemw acm 8O
31000530 gd@s oz 8n 2dASTND, Sedvewsi
® 08 gwcd glan ¢ BEACD 0O g™ om
on BEIeD ¢ gdanmds 808, widuc e 885w
A%9 8&ws, Sesnden 30 B&ust 018 83w,
wew YN0 OPewn Mm®mLEs Bueds wiE,
&8s ovin vm glan . 8 & enidh onf ¢dxs &b
O¥mme et §mewd o B8O wew O edvos
o BB goulemwd w. _
gsstie w1 BerieSOnm el DS wBeindus
B 80857 ¢y gl ®g goe. Bog® 98w
8%053d @3:¢e8 914w F0m Bz 5® eedes Senid,
MB2503ns ©1 e0OMEE, MBS 2OYH

@250 owuion mems OB 8. 80 ghelmd’

2 gasd 0 O B8O g y&d O3 »e
g3, 030 ejanesm sgis il B0 Futen
D gimds, §360.5 v 00 $1016 G o» Ve
@B 53 ¢, §I) .06 B @ 0B D 0D1nDag
OB @y o AFNI gt GO Ogosts.
85»e % @00.0:3 e Sedurws? edd wudas gy
edlns 83em0 3 v P93 » munm B3s viBae.
0@ BaEc © Hode gdavm) B3IV 8EIm. guisl
30 ¢ 88, gman Sded grinlon dx 21075
A 8o @@wmens’ € »3d Jins »0F BYcEH
08 g 280 Bu wier @8O el &
eDded SIHIH  Hlocsstd gpe O emdndt
¢ R0 8&s oud um 886K A3 A0 g
8827 0@ »38 © 88 2 o ¢ s.00dn 8D ®
0 00Nl ol §Ix0 On D O @,

B5® geHm™ &C1EOD & 6B Smmd v gl
BsI® 30 ©0asid0 dost B 89 Buddies 68.
©3:088» ecined, Sodvawst © grdecs - eufns?
BNBOED eudn A0 wew grdecs - wusust B®
399 g¥e @O G g8 yhdomc Beam
grdecs -~ ouges’t ecined cdeun yLnmIcwId
28530 qrdecs ~ euSus? | gdome gerns 6O
DG @¢lauy QDO o A0 gm swys. odBu
Yoy 8853 ¢oBs eqBs glarvm e®imDigd
ol Hbwms A0 odln w.dmdn gog v wdy
Quus! eBREcO 0B85 98 gdavm 99 w6 oHed
0.50 snm mBledd e J8e daows?  wwwd O
ClAOS gombdans . @d8s yEnmcwISedst c88
& w®aria bsfext »® AT ©.088» 0o @
qamenG G0 B YdnmCLIB3mBsdw grdect-
eudes’ nadadl sl @ (dn offinc m380est

4

o ¢xizn oA © ‘gfn’ B8wuw o Bu g,
©:088n 600c Bedsrws! ed comds v o
ednw dedvens’ @ §C a2widcE gnmdare. ¢88ms

. Povs 0® Bodoxusl 0Bs mbew edn Ogdn

goes Qws Aowemd DRE. BPsT odBe eed
M goems 0 oo gre. il 9 ghe ded,
ySnmcIledsl ©ow 920 0D e gye. @8
980 & 8w gider 'ewlos HyummEE JBde'
osInB. gomns gnd oddBwn Hwdd snBu yrlest
od@xns? 888, & geud ABe® o 3P0 ded
BB 8B(dm Ber exned. & B8sT gst A8 gysBxst
Ce o B med ¥ 8ddde BEJe DR
00 cEdn 388. 6w ¥Ys? od sdddu B
gne. 9 BP0 gusd 8w @ne.

euced edond o wdEdm C0Ocs, Seds
eus? ® 9du 8Ddes I creEam O g
clemes o 0 w:d58m C00E e 83m W
§2m 00 9 3O R IHve 020805, BT eREWI®
o gdned & 0B5I0 gisf 8> w88 0. . ® B85
e85! wewsl Wi ¢ vde 3dD yman JCevmde
§Or as D:BwsT ¢ o BncEId yln O W
NGB, G 0x0E0 sPwE 8 § e w058
000 #0Bw wdmifn OB GiBuid, wdwd
80 OB wluxd ¢88 Oz a». ’

8d0 gmaxm gewmed § §Bn miehlc ow§
et 00 ga.Ld v § (O» enedd 20 wiahe.
ot HR0 ZO® 060 H@.:0 BB W & wews
8e3e® e 9B o 98 & wchcEe
ewd @0, @d¢ Dlm, Spwvd, ¢BcdD W edond gon
Qs ¢0n BounAs? ownd ecmBst qud sHifdm ecaxm
®Cum0 8 Be gy om. @d¢ v dam vgf 50
Dalm o BB w1 Snsd on BB ¢ swyed B8
gue. am® ed@s edypucsl wmceHw So®
300030 wIed gmc Gyt o 1B evds! 0Bn 28
® §omwed vyde ¢y DoRS.

qonns? o@sI® gromes? &0 ¢ ed8u yHdmd
BEox. 098 Wwdw godasd @ yleds du B on»
et Dzt Ybh eAdha OED et @ gag Bu
0B ¢ s 88xF ¢ geom o7 g1.0d eqpllsT B
BP0 8w 4® W gAY 0dg W MBI, B
edwxs R8P0 BEDm. gEed v ewion 80
20 g ) »ES 35T nHed © yhutB wrlede ews

© odBu 80 o A8 eoxn ABOO e¥nds oy, ol

gds? o vden $1B oo NI gm® So—
286 v POn8 pedf cvgs yineB. @dBu; emd
/G yDidewn @ MmOG) S ;IO cumd 0B, &
8008 i 5dD ymam Yevmed ©:O8AHwO ¢ 0¥y
03 203, dedD yrmam 3mOs YiBs g eda
DEO qe 2P o1 88 odom Bud utesd ¢ O¢

Daewnd.

co  0:088n 600c2 8D ymiawm gEHmDd
a8 P 8AcH quods wewsl emd g, €86

gednmc youtd



2085, ¢8ciel@mdsl @dfem ¢ »0 GO gewd
S0, 00 @ofe wudes wo ©GRe® & @b
0m o8 Bund dacws! vern on viSes
I8 00&K. 957 wdVoW 00 P eOVIRWD ®
99 DD VB M B v Be. OGS Peghe

o0 HHBm 000 D Bwr FO Bl wew 6O HG® |

89 gummcoileds’ od ©2us8e gden 880
8E. ©dWGE Gress BO0e® Bdws S8 gdas O
AceHE DA B viBe. dovst e® A ¢ WIS
™ g0edt) Gudnws B8 pdusl don vl ob.
008 > ¢vld Buguwmen CABTHD »® geome
@868 ymamws? v ez ebeges’ wlw vl
o® 29061 od Hewddmusl v cuowidmess
80 ¢ wBsd 2Oyn A goasw. FDBD HYCHOG
8 0@ 00 ® comdus O S5 AYSS e O
o g om0 wvewlow G OE® OBc® ¢dnd
ozn D7 . ©vn evIewvzn A0S 9 § And® 83O
sgs. dovs 08 yRIE MmABSe: yman PeYMOWLD
ol Dlos (du. Yeuds @ERAs CdnGIR®
8 oeme .

yednmmc @057 v wewmd 2gen ABRD ¢on
camn edfu yusnws’ gons gunmc I 8dsTR
g00ne. gemd HEMCOHE ©Iwvw G¢ Oone. eBe
00 Deesd Dries! D ewig wBu DSy B yun
BB giddluewsi® Bme genmcde
083000 00 eogedn NDB. VYD od Wi 8D
3080 g dmd B wBw. O B viBe. HredBn
Bl ydomcdE Wbe ©wide @8 @ dedvews’
B Dcotn. nEs »EO egs 0R CAB Sood yunmc
v esist esdd eud Po yoig ©¢eC w. @ BuEe
Bognd ecine e sn@d § Puds genme 0tididn
seREs. %a Budur o BEon mB nced pebn
o 90, @¢@s yd emI0Nin enedd ndr uy
B8O DR 0D {8 edmeRn yHlvme 88sF v
ny cArles ¢ usle w» u8d «. dowvs by
Be10, 28 20¥@istims 3 gog OGO & gewdds
0 emons; §ciges’ ocw  mOgn BBV S0,
BEOm. %fm Pdowcwd ¢ 008 0 BB e
widw A3 mBe. 9f oy Cam MmBuws’ ¢Bns,
6ed8 gomns ydnmCOCO el wuwd YRwn
g8y ¥dn ylomc SBeend edcwdsl edmnd
©D. uBudE YsTo A lvs. ewds Swn yeud
¥ ©ew 9238 88 on ey Bvw. sdVcs 08
goons enEDIOR ol emd gug 800e® Pudm
yednmncdec osided o & 83. Hfn gHlnme
RO 2 gt usln Rbedn RBOO Y qgwes exn
208, Gows! 808G edadiB ¥ed OB gwr Bu
vser? emede, et 65 BE VIS HOHO e A £rfn
gnmnE 8960 wmEuN BE YA § BBTH ;M B
ARSI BuGd® “idn gummcdEd A BOBHO
29 Oend. yHmme gAmsned & ¢ glned 2
8¢ wmo1end 08 8w gdmsm ¥ Bug® @ HE)
20w g »e B .

gdmme oS

HegBn gt omddIn o wEH 80 0dn ®
glamc Bod¢ eI em0nc; el wdnd 80
Heqls g Qs Ag o & gerys God
Bo 0005y wokn 90 Bg emoele wsiy Dieos emn
©d. B&) Dewst Dlest Wwed@n Soymd yemmIE ¢DB
005 20 yOumes VPO gdes Oxiest RO
©O00m ©tlD)r Wy w1oYd ¢ wslmns . B lE Deed =3
® g 3iwdoc §8» aogens Bu gles yummc
08230 §8 80w, w@wG 8O 823 gewd Oslont gorms
BWEH® ¥ IMddd® 8u viB 3.

Coew gfter Bu et emets coim ewd
ol 8857 e B @ne. edds gloces’ od
D, coeda m eedbus 0828 9o E8D ®
Ogonis.  gummccIBeBdder ewde o o
ecle wo @®yndm (o Bu) 886w« d
9:8u yed & BBe mond 88 ezn 0. BdD e
$1CHZ0 18 wOwx B8 A B O R Bu govemus
® gume dn Loymd e0» deom «I® wew
Gn® gEnmcuIBeds? ne w10d€ eoecTeS 1B
BBR3B. 0w go gw Bed. vldBw ©IEOS BB
¢test 50 u8¢; du emwr 053’ B GmEBLD
ewd “'qnPuy ACwd. Youdsl 80 08 OEE 8380
COBmmw. ' wm gadFend owd BdD ymem gew
MmOed T oo exn  @ed.

0B ¢00 PedBn wedlumte CA OB
o O gdbemn onegd. Yeuns Hifed wduxs
w@dn gHd Beewd @ euldn wewr ouide gy »d
ABBu® 2O 80 B3 ewlon . QuB wews’
OB ¢ GO AW sT B 05350 Bw. gixIsHn
0 Grfn gEnmEdEO 9f Be WiB e WIde venY
o0, 00z» @dfen Bwidd m»dey O wovs.s
acy® B80S, Gfm 800e® HcH® wdvime
comb 07 . $CHD HCHD v w1 s
B0 018 80wst v wdasth BB gdasw. e¢he
0530 st 6= B89, gman »idiine {yea
AR89, ecsis Beduc OB B0 g BuGe Hbn
9000® ydnis. g yoo gemsnG eBiBgkhs V)
CBI0e vdn D5 882 odde oRd Sifin wicy®
800 wdasla B9 .

©® efmedsl O emdws ©wEE0 esexn®

' ¢ BE€ae ymaniss ece 0B w viBe. ewmed

0O Yo HO A0 Bw® gad ¢ Bd® ymanwd
o ez @D. &0 0D AndO ¢¥nd Eedn BB
20 gm0 vee @ O BOYR ezNAR%e3. 8. e
oes 9 028 ¢ D cieq B ecine 08 omg
oS O .

wge gzio Besem 1,2, 8, 4, 5, 6,7



Gaining Access to Health
Sciences Literature ;

Lionel R Amarakoon

National Institute of Health Sciences
Kalutara

Introduction

The present period is marked by
rapid change in the manner in
which information is created, stored
retrieved and transmitted. Access
to current health sciences literature
plays an important role in ensuring
that health professionals at all
levels are able to maintain high
standards of health care delivery.
Knowledge of new therapies or
new epidemics is primarily trans-
mitted through the periodical
literature.

On the contrary, the present
day health professionals at all level
require more information than ever
before.  Medical education and
training have increased in complex-
ity and are followed by specialization
and possibly also health systems
research (HSR). The need for
both researcher and the practitioner
to keep abreast or current develop-
ments necessitated using libraries
and being conversant with the
health information and literature.

The scope of health sciences
librarianship has expanded ' in
various directions in the last two
decades. The resources in medical
libraries that are available to the
health care community have also
shown corresponding increases.
Not only has the output of inform-
ation about health increased but
the forms in which information
is generated have produced a variety
of information carriers.
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Besides traditional carriers of
information such as books and
journals, audio-visual and com-
puter ' generated products have
been developed and improved, and
there is now access to data bases-
related to health sciences via tele
communication networks.

Health Literature and
Library Services

Health literature and library

services are an important link on

they are the intermediaries between
producers of information and
library readers. They collect
relevant materials and make it
available to the readers. One can
see that no researcher can hope
to meet all his information needs
solely by his own efforts and initi-
ative. He needs health literature
and library services to enable his
personal efforts to bear fruits.
Without a support of such a service,
it is no longer possible for any
individual to identify, locate and
obtain within an acceptable time,
the information he/she needs.

From the beginning of the 19th
century scientific progress has
been accelerating, particularly in
health sciences, and there has been
a dramatic increase in the’ volume
of literature. For the health pro-
fessional and the librarian the
‘information explosion’ is an
ever present reality.

Until the 1950s most of those
working in medicine, both clinicians
and research staff, kept up to date

by scanning a few key periodicals
and through professional contacts,
but this is no longer possible even
in the narrowest specialities.

Assistance in coping with the
information explosion is one of
the most valuable service that the
health sciences librarian can offer.
Far much clinical and research
work success depends upon know-
ledge of previously published
results, so frequent and through
search of the literature, which a
librarian can best undertake, are
necessary.

According to Holmstrom (1948)
“The problem is a formidable one.
We have heard estimates of how
anything upto a million or more
scientific papers a year are poured
like rain over the scientific world
and of how formidable are difficult-
ies of ensuring current awareness,
by scientific men, of the new pub-
lications which may concern them
in the particular fields of research
which these publications serve to
irrigate. .these torrents and revers
of current literature pour themselves
into libraries adding, without cease,
to what is already there....”

The results of health research
are published in order that the
information may be communic-
ated to the health professional
as speedily as possible. It is essen-
tial that the health researcher be
informed of the latest develop-
ments in his subject field of interest.
In early days this was done by
personal correspondence and it
proved a satisfactory method, at
that time, since researchers were
few and the volumes of research
is small. Periodicals became the
vehicle of communication of the
findings of research.

It has been estimated that liter-
ature in various natural sciences
is doubling itself between five to
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ten years. With the increase in
the number of periodicals, it became
more and more difficult to keep
pace with what has been published
The acute problem of increasing
amount of health literature was
first felt by both clinicians and
researchers, who used health libra-
ries and information centres.

The growth of scientific literature
can be estimated when we consider
the fact that since the first scientific
periodical was published in 1665.
the doubling period has been
approx. 15 yrs. Today there are
over 20,000 periodical titles in the
sciences, and it has been estimated
that in the medical and related
sciences along some 6,000 titles
are being published every year.

Source of Information
Primary Sources

Primary sources of information
are the first published records of
original research and development
or description of new application
or new interpretation of an old
theme or idea. These constitute
the latest available information.
The primary sources of information
aid the researcher to :

— Keep up to date of new
developments

— avoid duplication in research

— help others to build further
work and thus generate more
information.

Primary sources are published
in a variety of forms such as:
Periodicals, Research  Reports,
patents, standards, thesis and dis-
sertations and fugitive forms of
literature etc.

Secondary Sources

Deriving from this primary
sources of information, we get
the digested literature in the
forms of ind:xing and abstracting
periodicals and bibliographies.
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It is difficult to find information
from primary sources directly, Hence,
one should consult the secondary
sources in the first instance, which
will lead one to specific primary
sources in order to obtain current
and relevant information required
by health professional.

It is necessary to store both
types-of literature in a manner that
they can be retrieved effectively.
Primary literature must reach the
desired clientele early. Digested
literature must also be readily,
retrievable and its existence known
to the user. The library user must
know how to find both types of
literature and until he is able to
do so, he is not a competent library
user. Unless reliable and effective
methods are employed to store
and retrieve this literature, some
important information can easily
slip the research worker which
might lead to duplication of what
has already been done with the
consequent waste of valuable time
and money.

The conventional guide to the
published literature like the index-
ing and abstracting periodicals,
bibliographies, indexes and catal-
ogues etc., are still very useful
today and form important sources
for retrieval of health information.
The need for guides to the literature
was felt very early with the increase
in the number of periodicals. The
first abstracting and indexing
journals were published in the
1830’s and ever since then their
numbers have been increasing.
This increase in the number of
guides finally led to the publication
of guides to the various abstract-
ing and indexing services. The
growth of scientific literature has
reached such phenomenal propor-
tion that the indexing and abstract-
ing services have .also become,
proportionately larger.

The existence of so many
abstracting and indexing public-
ations may, at first sight, seem an
unnecessary duplication of labour
and funds. But this is not quite
so. With over specialization and
sub-division of subjects to narro-
wer and narrower subject fields.
the general indexes are no longer
able to be comprehensive enough
to satisfy the needs of every res-
earch worker. If we compare
the “Current Content; Life,
Sciences” with " “Index Medicus”
one can find that not all that is in
“Index Medicus” can be found in
“Current Content; Life Sciences.”

If we examine the smaller
abstracting and indexing journals,
we find that nearly always they
give access to some papers in
their field which cannot be found
in the larger guides. It is no longer
enough to refer to a general guide
in medicine like “Index Medicus”
and hope to find everything on a
certain subject.

If a health researcher wants to
find every pertinent reference he
must look in at least two of the
major guides and one or more of
the minor ones as well. It will
thus be seen that the conventional
methods of finding references by
using indexing and abstracing pub-
lications, are not simple. It is
true that these guides reduce the
time of the searcher considerably,
in fact enormously, in comparison
to the task offending them by
directly referring to the period-
icals or other publications, but
nevertheless, manual literature
search has become a time consum-
ing task.

Although there are many indexes
to health literature, because of
the large number of journals, the
general indexes must be highly
selective in what they index and
hence do not give access to all
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the resources of the world’s health
literature. If we consider the Index.
it has chosen approximately 3,200
“ journals from some 20,000 titles
currently received in the National
Library of Medicine. An analysis
by the WHO Library of the titles
indexed in 1983 shows that out
of 2,709 periodical titles from 71
countries, only 6% were from
developing countries. This means
the greater part of locally relevant
information is practically unknown
to health parsonnel in the develop-
ing countries.  H:nce, bringing
the health sciences periodicals pub-
lished in the developing countries
under Dbibliographic  control is
an important area which needs
serious attention, in order to make
available these resources to the
rest of the world.

Recognizing  this  constraint
WHO took the lead in the prep-
aration of regional medical indexes
WHO Regional Office for South
East Asia produced the Index,
Medicus for WHO  South-East,
Asia Region (IMSEAR) through
a cooperative project of the net-
work of about 185 libraries in the
region. The Index Medicus Latino
Americano (IMLA), which com-
menced publication in 1979 and
in 1983 covered more than 200

periodicals published in 18 Latin .

American countries.  There are
plans to -produce similar indexes
in the other WHO regions. .

Non-documentary sources

Non-documentary  sources of
information form a substantial part
of communication in the field
of health sciences. These sources
provide information which other
sources do not. There are two
types of sources : ‘

— Formal
— Informal

Formal sources include research
organizations,  societies, Govt.
d:partments, University Medical
Schools, Medical Experts etc.

Informal sources include  con-
versation with colleagues, vistors,
participating in seminars and con-
gress etc. Very often, seminars
and discussions would point out
primary or secondary document-
ary sources. Informal sources
are live sources, which are extremely
important in the process of com-
munication. Very often, if a health
professional ~ working on a
research project needs some data,
he would turn to his colleague
working in the samgz - institute
rather than consult a printed page.
Informal sources tend to be
more convenient sources because
it is certainly easier to have a dia-
logue with an expert than use a
bibliography or index.

De Solla Price (1963) identified
existence of ‘invisible colleges’:
informal  groupings of 100-200
scientists, active in research who
communicate verbally with each
other at Conferences, Colloquia,
Summer Schools and by long-
distance telephone calls has been
identified.

Computerized Sources of
Information Retrieval

On-line information retrieval
has become a large and rapidly
changing field, and that part of it
which rclates to biomedical inform-
ation is no exception.

There are two major computer
based information retrieval syst-

- ems in operation related to bio-

medical literature, Viz., MEDLARS
and the EXCERPTA Medica.

MEDLARS

Medical  Literature
and Retrieval System (or Medlars
on Line) i; a data base maintained

Analysis

by National Library of Medicine
in Bethesda(Md.), U.S.A., cont-
aining references to more than 4
million citations from more than
3200 journals published in over
70 countries amounting to 250,000
citations each year.

MEDLARS covers the whole
field of biomedicine from 1964
onwards. It is designed to help
health professionals to find out
easily and quickly what has been
published recently on any specific
biomedical subject.

Medlars off-line search services
are provided free of charge to
the clientvle of the Health Liter-
ature, Library and Information,
Service Network.  This service
is available to any researcher in
any part of the world. The request
should be mad: to the closest
MEDLARS ceatre and it is best
channelled through the local health
sciences library. A prescribed
form is available for this and
correct ‘Medical Subject H:adings’
must be assigned to the request,
if a successful search is to be carried
out.

EXCERPTA MEDICA (EMBASE)

This is the automated storage
and retrieval programme of
biomedical information of the
Excerpta Medica Foundation in
Amsterdim. This computer data-
base which is used for the produc-
tion of the Excerpta Medica’s 43
English language abstract journal
and two drug-related literature
ind:xes covers the whole field of
biomedicine apart from nursing,
psychology, dentistry, veterinary
medicine and the paramsdical
fields. A total of 3500 biomedical
journals are screened for the abstract
journals. As well as original arti-
cles, Excerpta Medica also covers
editorials, conference proceedings
and lstters to the editor, where
these are substantive.

yedmag yousd



CD-ROM in Health

The entry of CD-ROMs into
the field of health informatics
has revolutionized the storage
and retrieval of large information
databases. The CD-ROM offers
easy, efficient access to health data-
bases at a reasonable cost. This
technology is boon to health per-
sonnel, scientists and researchers,
and ultimately to the people under
their care. A variety of useful,
medical databases are already avail
able on CDs.

The use of a non-erasable storage
medium such as the CD-ROM,
accessed by small personal com-
puters independent of commun-
ication facilities, seemed a prom-
ising way of accessing relevant
and current health information,
required by health professionals.

CD-ROM stands for compact
disc-read only memory. Each
CD-ROM disk, about the size
of computer floppy disk, is able
to hold more than 550 megabytes
of data. This is equivalent to the
data found in 1,000 books of 200
pages each. A small CD-ROM
reader attached to a personal
computer makes available all the
information contained in a disk.

There are many CD-ROM data-
bases available related to health
sciences.  They include general
medical reference works such as
MEDLINE, BiblioMed; and Occu-
pational Health and Safety data-
bases such as the CCINFODISC,
NIOSHTIC, HSELINE, and TOX
LINE. :

One of the main advantages
of the CD is that it provides easy
and rapid access to large amoun
of information. ‘

Resource ' Sharing Networking

Library resource sharing, which
has been in operation in the deve-
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loped countries for well over two
decades, has been making a mean-
ingful impact in the Third World
only in the last decade. Networking
as concept is easily grasped by
Librarians. An information net-
work is a systtm of information
agencies such as libraries, inform-
ation centres which are interlinked
by a communication media for the
purpose of implcmenting a com-
mon programme. By networking,
the resources of a participating
library become accessible to
other libraries in the network.
Theoretically the resources ac-
cessible to a nodal point in network
is equivalent to the sum total or
the resources of all the participating
libraries.  Effectiveness of the
resources could be improved by
avoiding duplication with the help
of a rationalization schemes. The
information agencies having real-
ized that they cannot satisfy most
of the information requirements
of the users solely depending on
their own resources. The purpose
of a health library network is to
ensure easy access to a relevant
information for all health personnel
and other potential users, and its
objectives as “to make better use
of existing literature resources in
the country in other countries in
the Region . .(and) in other regions”

Feferences :

Conclusion

. Health professionals at all
level require infoimation to take
timely decisions.  Timely access
to health sciences literature and
information can be a crucial ele-
ment in  eradicating diseases,
changing attitudes to public health
problems and saving lives etc.

There is a urgent need to identify,
access and utilize the extensive
world health literature resources
in providing better health facilities
to the community. Without library
resource sharing/networking no
library can have access to the
world’s resources in  health
sciences field in catering to the
information needs of their clientele.
The advantages of the Information
Technology must be applied
to improve technical facilities of
users and avoid unnecessary dupl-
ication. The entry of CD-ROM
into the field of health informatics
has revolutionized the storage
and retrieval of large information
databases. CD-ROM offers easy,
efficient access to current and rel-
evant health information to health
professionals.
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The National Library as an
International Exchange Centre

of Publications

by
Dr K. M. KARIM

Directorate of Archives
and Libraries
Bangladesh

With the emergence of the
concept of modern Librarianship,
the idea of the functions of different
categories of libraries has engrossed
the mind of the members of the
concerned profession. Thus when
somebody talks of the functions
of a national library, he generally
thinks of its operational task as
an international exchange centre
of publications along with its other
acknowledged functions.

The idea of a formal national
and international book exchange
programme may not perhaps be
very old in the world. The Meeting
of Experts on the National Plann-
ing of library Services in Latin
America held in Quito in 1966
discussed about the international
exchange of publications.  The
UNESCO Meeting of Experts
on the National Planning of Library
Services in Asia held in Colombo
in December, 1967 put emphasis
on establishing relations with
libraries of other countries. It
should also be pointed out here
that the emerging national libraries
of the world, particularly of the
South East and East Asia having
a legal status have, in their charter
of duties, the clearly laid down
functions of distributing and
exchanging  publications  with
foreign countries. As for example,
the National Libraries of Phillip-

pines, Singapore and Thailand
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are entrusted with the duty to
carry out literary exchange and
exchanges of government publica-
tions with foreign countries. The
national library often serves as
well, thus, facilitating access to
foreign literature in some countries.

At present there is the growing
need for resource-sharing of inform-
ation among the member states
for enriching world knowledge and
scholarship. Therefore, an inter-
national  exchange programme
plays a vital role in the arena of
the global information system.

In the present century man has
made rapid strides in the field of
science and technology and in
these days of tremendous inform-
ation explosion, the information
management technology has also
undergone a significant change.
Man has gradually had recourse
to all modern means of automatic

~ devices for conserving and dissem-

inating information as efficiently
as possible not only within the
geographical boundary of a country
but also beyond its precincts.

International  resource-sharing
of information depends primarly
on successful execution of an inter-
national exchange programme of
publications. The national library
of a country is to engage in inter-
national exchange programme in
order to obtain materials which is
not - available through regular
acquisitions channels from other
countries, disseminate national or
institutional publications, promote
universal availability of publica-
tions and collect materials of little

immediate relevance. but necessary
for future use. However, the natio-
nal need is to be identified first
before such a programme is
launched. On the whole, the entire
operation of international exchange
of publications should constitute a
part of the national information
policy and its system.

In order to make the exchange
programme successful and effect-
ive, a clearly laid down policy
is to be formulated in regard to
the acquisition of publications
that are to be exchanged. First,

~ the whole exchange programme

may be executed by an agreement
through which publications can be
exchanged free of cost or by
purchase or by donation and gift.
Secondly, if the exchanges are done
through purchase, it will take place
out of its allocated budget. Thirdly,
there should be a definite list of
exchange partners with whom the
exchange programme of public-
ations with its eschange partneis.

The international  exchange
programme can be efficiently con-
ducted through a well-managed
and well-equipped unit function-

-ing inside the national library

having sufficient trained and support-
ing staff, financial support and

"modern automatic devices. A basis

for such an exchange programme
should also be fixed beforchand
and it may be based on either
geographical or subject area or
linguistic considerations.

One of the major problems which
confronts exchange programme is
the absence of exchange agreement
among the intending exchange part-
ners. The national library which
normally initiates the exchanges
will determined the basis of it and
further take a concrete step for
what is to be exchanged. Obviously
the reference toots such as national
and other forms of bibliographies
and indexes that are produced
generally by a national library
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will have their place at the top of
the list of what are to be exchanged.

The publications that will be .

available from book exchange pro-
gramme will be separately listed
and catalogued. A separate biblio-
graphy should also be made and
circulated among the concerned
institutions of the country.

Sometimes the materials sent or
received may be outside the scope
of the exchange agreement. This
may take place through purchase
"~ of materials, donations or gifts.
The materials that can be exchanged
are prints, duplicates, new theses,
posters, music scores, paperprint.
sound recordings, tapes, cassettes
moving image materials, films,
videos, computer softwares, dis-
kettes etc. The national biblio-
graphies and other bibliographical
tools should be exchanged free of
cost. : :

There are, of course, many
impediments in the way of a healthy
international exchange programme
First, there is the political and
ideological barrier which stand in
the way of free flow of exchange
of published materials among the
member states.  Secondly, the

language is another problem of

exchange. In certain cases, this
may, however, be overcome through
powerful translation services with
the help of the most modern tech-
niques. Thirdly, the postage cost
poses to be very high quite often
which has a discouraging effect
on exchange. Fourthly, the inade-
quate production of bibliographical
tools and  their  irregulax
circulation keep the exchange
partners of other countries in dark-
ness about the publication of very
useful titles. Fifthly, the national
library may not have separate
budgetary provisions for the ac-
quisition of publications through
exchange.
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However, there is a growing
tendency to set up national contact
points other than the national,
library for the storage, document-
ation and disseminition of data
and information materials. They
are specialised institutions dealing
with engineering, medicine, agi-
culture, social science, etc. The
establishment of such a net work
with a national focal point having
a central data base is felt by the
government and non-government,
users mainly due to the under
nourished condition of the national
library. It is not a specialised
library and so its exchange pro-
gramme covers a board spectrum
of subjects. In a country where
the national library is practically
in its nascent stage it is yet to take
over its professed responsibilities
of documentation and dissemination
of information in  specialised
fields of human knowledge. The
growth of a vase mass of non-print

and unpublished data and informa- -

tion materials has made it emergent
for the creation of data bases from
where the users will be catered with
all source materials. The locally
produced source materials through
emperical study such as survey
and statistical reports, quantitative
data, market surveys are to be made
available centrally for research
and reference purposes.  These
materials are available in research
organisations and special libraries.
Thus is some countries special
libraries have stepped in to serve
as the national agencies for regional
and international data bases such
as the Intetnational Nuclear Infor-
mation System (INIS), the Develop-
ment Science Information System
(DEVSIS), the Agriculture Rese-
arch Information System (AGRIS)¢
etc. There are a few special libraries
which are now subscribing to on-
line data bases in other specialised
fields. Their argument is that it is
their specialised collections which
need to be enriched and their spec-

ialised research and development
users will require online search
service.

It should, however, be borne
in mind that all these exercises
are wrapped in a board interna-
tional exchange  programme of
information. The national library
of a country is also capable of
serving as both regional and inter-
national data base of information.
It is the recipient of all published
materials that come out locally
and are acquired under legal deposit
regulations. It also serves as the
national agencies for ISBN and
ISSN. The national library often
serves as the national focal point
for the availability and exchange
of data and information materials
on specialised subjects in many
countries as well.

The usefulness of data bases to
be established in specialised agencies
is not above criticism. The low
lever and frequency of use of infor-
mation materials in developing
countries does not justify the estab-
lishment of such agencies. Again
the high cost of a connection with
a foreign net work and the question
of information dependancy have
engendered an attitude of cautious
consieration of these new data-
bases.

In the above circumstances, the
national library of a country should
carefully watch recent developments
that are taking place in the field
of exchange of information. It
should be well-equipped with
trained man-power and modern,
mechanical devices. The profes-
sional working in a national library
should have updated training in
newer fields of information tech-
nology and services. All these wilj
enable it to play an effective role
in all spheres of informationmanage-
ment including storage and dis-
semination of information.
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PUBLISHING IN MALDIVES -

AN OVERVIEW

Printing and publishing in
Maldives began in 1891 in Addu
Atoll. The man who took this
great step was Addoo Meedhoo
Don Manik (1861-1931). Almost
until his death, books in Thaana
printed in the Maldives, were done
at his home press in Hulhudhoo.

His printing machines being
waaf property they were later
brought to Male’. By 1930 a gov-
ernment press by the name of
“Ameeriyya Press” began publishing
and printing Dhivehi books. With
“Ameeriyya Press” now confirmed
as the forerunner, one could say
that the story of how publishing
and printing developed in the
Maldives is how it developed in
Male’.

Ameeriyya press ceased function-
ing after a few years in operation.
This was not surprising because
it was a time of economic depression
in the country. The high expenses
the printers had to bear and the
little returns they received, did not
warrant running that business.
Furthermore, given the nature of
the educational level of most of
the people and the almost non-
existence of a literary life in the
country there was not much public
enthusiasm to acquire books.

After sometime without a
printing house, once again, using
the same machines as before a
new press known as “Constitution
Printing Press” was opened. This
press goes into history as the place
where the first Maldivian magazine
“Al Islah” was published and
the first constitution of the country,
ratified in 1932, was printed.
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~ faari Miadhu”.

MRS. H. HABIBA
Director Na.ioaal,Library Maldives

Besides  publishing  Dhivehi
books in Maldives, the government,
also had some of the books publ-
ished abroad. One reason for this
was that the quality of local printing
was poor, as much as it was a
difficult and slow task. Instead
Sitaaraa Hind Press in Calcutta
was commissioned to bring out
larger publications. Thefirst Dhivehi
book published outside Maldives
was “Bodu Thartheeb”,an Is lamic
book.

Printing and publishing as an
activity of the government survived
throughout the 50’s and 60’s, under
different names. At one time this
work was carried out by a public
company known as the “Qawmee
Kunfuni”. At another time, it
was a division of the Ministry of
Finance. Until 1970, the work
was carried out at the Printing
Division of the Ministry of Home
Affairs. Besides printing and publ-
ishing small documents, the most
notable work the Division handled
was the publication of a govern-
ment newspaper known as “Viya-
Although “Viya-
faari Miadhu” ceased publication
with the abolition of the Printing
Division in 1970, it still remains
as the only paper that survived
for the longest time period.

Government printing re-emerged
in the late seventies under the
Ministry of Education. The printing
house mostly printed text books
published for the primary schools.

In the 50°s a private company
called Saadaa Company entered
into publishing. One such major
work at Saadaa was the publica-
tion of a magazine called “Zamaan”,
Due to financial difficulties,

Saadaa Company was later closed
down. Subsequently its machines
were bought by the government.

Although Saadaa press was
closed down, it was one could
say a new beginning in private
publishing and printing.
Since then, several people entered
into this business. ~Some used
hand operated machines while
others, used offset and colour
machines both in a more organised
manner. But, the quality of what
was published did not change,
drastically.  They were mostly,
serialised love stories or related
to religion.

Today in Male’, there are no
less than seven printing houses
and several individual publishers
who operate their own personal
printing machines. In the atolls
other than Addu Atoll where print-
ing began, printing and publishing
as a business is yet to begin. Here
it should be noted that the quality
of printing has advanced tremend-
ously, though the quality of what
was published then and now do
not differ much. One could rightly
say that publishing is still, in certain
aspects, quite underdeveloped.

This under-development could
be attributed to several factors.
The most important I would say
is due to our small population,
which was 200,000 last year and
whatever Dhivehi material is written
has to be sold to them. Hence
there is a ceiling on the book market.

Two more reasons could be due
to the geographic nature of the
country. The 200 scattered in~
habited islands have become 200
unique societies whose life is very
much confined to the island itself.
In most islands the population
is on an average about 500 or
less. Thus, there exists a very -
simple and a close-knit relationship
among the inhabitants in each
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island. In leisure times the in-
habitants of these little islets could
always walk to a friend and listen
to him rather than read. Thus,
this simple relationship diminishes
the demand for books.- The second
reason is the problem of trans-
portation. The vast expanse of
sea that separates our 200 ““societies”
make it even more difficult to distri-
bute and sell what is being printed,
especially newspapers which be
- come outdated by the next day.

Out of the 200,000 population
no less than 209, are fishermen
who are throughout the day associ-
ated with fishing or fish related
activities. By night it is time for
them to stretch their legs and think
' about the next day’s fishing! This
hard life had been very closely
associated with almost 1009, ~of
those living in most of the islands
until recently. As a result, reading
as a habit or as a leisure pastime
are quite a social way of life, even
among present generation.

The under-fifteens constitute
a quarter of our population, and
most of them are students. This
is an impressive number but there
again, except for a few thousand
enrolled in 8 or 9 schools, others
are primary or pre-schoolers.
For one reason or the other, most
parents are hesitant to spare a few
Rufiyaa to buy reading material
for their children, thereby paving
way for them to grow without
developing the reading habit.

pglomc yousd

Because of the small number of
Dhivehi speaking people, the close-
knit simple relationship of the
society, geographical scatter of
islands and transportation difficult-
ies, lack of reading habit and hesit-
ance to spend on reading material,
it would still take a very long time
for publishing to become successful
and widespread.

However one could observe that
there is a fast lane in which local
publishers are driving along the
high road towards lucrative p.inting
ventures which are quality-less. They
seem to be doing quite a job in the
areas of cheap romance, folktales
and Islamic stories. 1 should stress
here that love stories written with
high literary style are not so success-
ful as the ones mentioned above.
This may be due to several social
and psychological reasons such
as lack of adequate education and
disinterest for higher mental exerc-
ises resulting from the mere simplic-
ity of a dull and a restricted life
that surrounds us. Hence the
need to strike a compromise bet-
ween the basic drives of the “id”
and the “super ego”!

The question therefore is how
we could expand and improve. our
publishing. Ifit is within Maldives
then the answer lies in communi-
cation. As an example if
newspapers are to print fresh
national news then it needs to be
sent through computers and
modulators connected to a radio

transmitter so that the news could
be received on a dot matrix printer
However, it is doubtful whether
such an exercise would be initiated
by our publishers who are motiv-
ated by quick profits than putting
out quality material.

Another thing we could do is to
increase our publications in English,.
and enter into the world market
so that the problem of our limited
population would, be eliminated in
great measure. It seems that there
is a trend in this direction. But it
will take years even to accelerate
this momentum. '

It is here that I see a dual role
for the libraries. They could take
the initiative to support our young
readers by helping them to develop
their research talents by using their
resources. This would enrich the
reading stock by having a lot of
manuscripts and at the same time
producing material for future
publications.

Though not in a competitive
manner as done at the National
Centre for Linguistic and Historical
Research, Libraries could also offer
selected books for translation. They
could also help those books to be
published and hence inject an
enterprising spirit of encourage-
ment and dynamism into prospec-
tive writers.
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New Building of National
Library of China: A Survey

In the west suburb of Beying,
to the north of the Purple Bamboo
Park, there stands the imposing
and elegant new building complex
of the National Library of China
in the traditional Chinese style.

This Library boasts a long
history, and is now the centre
of China’s Library efforts. Being
the most comprehensive research
library of the country, it also func-
tions as the main repository of
China. Scheme for the new building
was given government approbation
in 1975 when the old building
proved quite inadequate to meet
the needs of the country’s moder-
nization program.

The newly finished National
Library is a large modern library,
very well appointed and technically
sophisticated.  Its first phase of
construction covers 7.42 hectares
with a reserve of 3 hectares, provid-
ing a total building area of 142,162-
square metres that can hold 20,000-
000 volumes and accommodate
3,000 seats, enabling an annual
reception of 1,500,000 to 2,000,000
readers. The total cost of cons-
truction was JMP 291,080,000.00.

Its Architectural Design

The architectural design is
oriented towards reflecting the
character and style of a socialist
national library enjoying the splen-
dour of a long history and the
richness of cultural possession.
While taking into consideration,
such elements as practical utility,
economy and aesthetic effect, the
design is aimed at a rational layout
facilitating the readers’ usage of
books and the librarians’ manage-
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ment. Also, in the placement of
the readers’ service area, the re-
pository, rooms for book process-
ing and other offices, much study
has been rendered in their different
vocational needs and in the rational
contacts in between them, for the
purpose of achievingmaximum libra-
ry efficiency. At the same time, due
attention has been paid to lighting
and ventilation for creating a quiet,
well-lighted and comfortable read-
ing environment, and for guar-
anteeing a- safe and reliable book
repository. '

The architectural structure of
this building complex takes the
towering repository as the centre,
to be surrounded by reading rooms
of lower heights that form several
independent  yet inter-related
units. Symretry is closely observed
in the designing of a lively comb-
ination of high with low and of a
good coordination of edifices
with courtyards. While all outside
walls are lined with glazed bricks
of a single grayish white colour, all
roofs are covered with glazed tiles
in peacock blue. All dados are
built with mottled marbles. found-
ations and outdoor steps are made
of granites, with balustrades made
of white marbles. These elegantly
light-toned materials just match
well with the tawny glasses within
window or door frames of bronze
coloured  aluminium-alloy. All
these compliment the background
of blue waves and green foliage of
the neighbouring Purple Bamboo

_ Park, and further accent the classical

atmosphere of a Chinese studio
and the natural environment of a
modern library. Most of the available
outdoor openings are used for
planting trees, grass, and flowers,
to bring the whole compound

nearer to Mother Nature. While
grass and precious trees form the
general basis, shrubs, flowers and
rocks are dotted here and there.
Several interior courtyards are
decorated with small ponds, piled
up flower beds and miniature land-
scapes in way of Chinese gardening.
So, the scene is one with gardens
inside buildings and the buildings
themselves inside a garden.

In allocating the horizontal
floor space inside the building,
priority is given to such purposes
as readers’ easy access.to books
and streamlined move among books
readers and librarians. Meanwhile,
functional mapping of space is
also considered along vertical direc-
tion. On the ground floor there
are rooms for book processing,

"such as acquisition and cataloguing

of materials in Chinese and in fore-
ign languages, for periodicals in
Chinese and in foreign languages,
for newspapers, unified catalogu-
ing, international exchange, rare
books conservation of precious
holdings, etc. On the same floor
there are also the laboratories for
photoduplication, xerographic dup-
lication, printing, plate-making,
book bindery and book repair,
along with some other rooms for
central control and for computers.
Such arrangements allows chiefly

horizontal  transits in between
acquisition,  cataloguing and
storage. The first floor and up-

wards are largely for public service,
containing the catalogue hall,
the delivery counters, various read-
ing rooms, the research rooms,
together with the corresponding
offices for these services. The east
region houses mainly the services
of rare books, reference tools,
social science reference, scientific
documents, retrieval materials in
languages of national minorities
and library science materials. The -
south region is mainly for book
circulation, such as delivery counter
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of new Chinese books, periodicals
in Chinese and in Foreign languages
the general. reading room, the
delivery counter hall and the general
catalogue hall. The layout of
the north region embraces such
reading rooms as newspapers, audio-
visual materials, music, fine arts,
microforms, international organi-
zations, and foreign government
. publications. Upon entering the
library edifice, through two main
paths, the southward path and the
northward path, a reader can ap-
proach within easy reach any of
the specific readers’ service areas.
Around the main stock, a broad
corridor connects all the areas for
readers’ services. Nevertheless,
some of the reading rooms for
books and periodicals in Chinese
are organized according to book
size and kind of language, instead
of the original layout to organize
according 'to branches of learning.
Thus, there appeared longer transit
lines and not properly situated
reading rooms. This no doubt
has caused certain inconvenience
and needs to be improved in the
future.

At the northeast corner of the
compound is a relatively independent
unit composed of the exhibition
hall and the auditorium. The
exhibition hall is versatile in pur
pose, it can be used as a whole, or
be divided into compartments for
smaller displays. It offers exhibit
space  to books, periodicals
and other library literature on a
great variety of themes. The audi-
torium containing 1,200 seats
including balcony seats is provided
with installations for simultaneous
translation,- sound  recording,
video making and movie projection.
It is also equipped with adequate
lighting system and acoustics for
lecturing.

Based on the number of readers
and their ‘“circulation’ in the

- ndmme gous

library, five areas of different sizes
are alloted to provide ample space
to the readers, e.g., the eatrance
lobby, the delivery counter hall,

‘the readers’ lounge, etc. Take for

instance, the Wen Jin Hall which
is as high as 9.6 metres, boasts
not only the strong support of
octagonal columns of pure white
marble and a light coloured ceiling
furred with sound-absorbing mineral
wool, but this ceiling is aiso adorned
with 240 lamps simulating the
sky full of stars, and the floor
underneath is laid with lustrous
red granite. These combined
offer a setting at once quiet and
elegant. From either side of this
hall stretches a winding corridors
whose large window panes reveal
two pleasing courtyards embraced
by buildings and each adorned
with multilayered flower beds and
other garden ornaments. Following
this corridor to further north, there
situated the main catalogue hall,
the delivery counter hall, and
the glass-roofed Purple Bamboo
Hall with its shallow ponds and
architecural seats, The streaks of
sunshine penetrare through the glass
roof above and add life and clarify
to the site. Here both the first
and the third floors are provided
with delivery . counters for in-
library reading as well as for out-
lending. Through the installation
of pneumatic tubes for transmitting
callslips and automatic book-
conveyors, readers are given easy
access to books conserved in the
general repository.

There are altogether thirty reading
rooms fotalling 15,000 square metres.
And all the reading rooms have
sufficient light, good ventilation,
confortable furnitures and sooth-
ing interior decorations. The
furnitures vary with respect to the
different types of reading rooms
for example, the rare books’
reading room is fitted with carved
hardwood furnitures in style of the
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Ming Dynasty. These objects of
national tradition com- bine prac-
tical use with aesthetic value.

The new library offers chiefly

- open-shelf service or half open-

shelf service. The number of books
and periodicals on open-shelf
totals a million volume comprising
mainly of books, periodicals
reference tools and other literature
in Chinese and in foreign languages
of recent or of the latest publication.
After opening of the new building
to the public, good comments have
been received. One reader thus
wrote: “Having such favourable
conditions plus such enthusiastic
and considerate ‘service on part
of the librarians, I do wish to come
to the National Library of China
everyday.”  Nevertheless,” some
problems remain unsolved, for ins- -
tance, the height of the reading

"rooms makes it not easy to repair

the fluorescent lamps and the low
noise of the fluorescent lamp ballast
needs effective control.

‘Being the main stock-holding,
library of the country, the new
building allots as large as 43% of
its floor space for the stock which
according to variety . of material
and specific needs breaks into the
primary stock, the special collec-
tions stock, newspaper repository,
special material stock and the
microform vault. Its chief task is
safe-keeping of all its books, period-

_icals and materials, while taking

into consideration easiness in
management. The stock has nine-
teen stories above the ground level,
which is outfitted with ordinary
bookshelves and serves as on-
circulation stock. The underground
story is outfitted with movable roll-
ing shelves serving as a repository
for depository books. Within the
stock building are two vertical
transmission lines and corres-
ponding office rooms, each line has
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one elevator of the capacity of
1,000 kg and another book-carrying
elevator of the capacity of 100 kg.
The repository of rare books is
underground with a separate elevator
and stairs connecting the rare book
reading rooms.

The whole establishment is rated
first class fireproof.  Therefore,
apart from employing inflammable
material for construction, and
division into fire protection zones,
the library has also adopted ad-
vanced disaster prevention and
fire extinguishing systems. A mon-
itoring network covers the entire
library with fire alarms, ten CZ-10
model area control panels as well
as a central monitoring system.
Thus any fire in the beginning stage
at any part of the library can be
detected at once. Since the opening
of the library to the public, the
few instances of the burning out
of electrical machinery and of a
voltage regulator have been instantly
alarmed and dealt with. There
has been so far no record of mis-
takes. Besides the general provision
of ordinary fire extinguishers
and the monitoring system, at some
more sensitive sites such as -the
rare book repository, the under-
ground part of the newspaper-
repository, the computer operat-
ing rooms, the transformer subst-
ation and the power distribution
room, Halon 1301 and 1211 auto-
matic fire distinguishing systems
are installed.

For the sake of assuring effective
use of these installations in the
building, for the safety of the build-
ing and the library collection, and
for saving energy resources, an
overall monitor system rendering
centralized control — the central
control room is set up in addition.
This system focusing on fire control
facilities and on air conditioners
is a network integrating the use of
microcomputers and zone control
disks. :
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Water has always been one of
the major disasters of the library.
Since the new library began oper-
ation, there have /already been,
instances of books ‘dumped due
to waterpipe leakage or blocking
up. Therefore, the library techni-
cians have made innovations on
certain equipments and prepared
a facility effective in detecting,
dumping water, and have installed
this facility in some zones in the
new building.

Air conditioning and central
heating are provided to satisfy
specific needs. In the computer
room and in the repository of rare
books where the temperature should
be keptat 20°C42 C°, the relative
humidity under 65% in summer
and over 409, in winter, separate
conditioners are at work, adjusting
the temperature and relative
humidity on their own accord.
Whereas the primary. stock, the
newspaper repository and stock
of other literature require a temp-
erature of 18°C-27°C and a relative
humidity of 35-70%;, the air-condi-
tioners giving hot and cold air and
humidistats are assembled to-
gether.  As the reading rooms
require 18°C-29°C, centralized,
cooling source is devised employing
cold air conditioners together with
cooling wind coils in the summer,
and central heating in the winter.

Special Library Facilities

The utilization of modern
technology is the prerequisite for
library efficiency offering service of
good speed and high quality. Below
are the major systems and advanced
facilities employed by the new
National Library :

1. Automatic bibliographic system.
It is a multi-language and multi-
functional online computer system
containing the following four
subsystems: '

(1) A sub-system of integrated
acquisitional and  bibliographic
retrieval function. It is also called
the central system in brief, as it is
the core of the whole system able
to process different kinds of docum-
ents in the four major languages
of Chinese, Japanese, Western and
Russian. This system is composed
of two 630 computers, one main-
frame for the Chinese and the
Japanese, and another mainframe
for the Western languages and the
Russian. The B467011 local network
connection is adopted, with 342
terminal interfaces. Up to the present,
256 terminals have been fitted to
interfaces," for the present or future
use in a number of sections
of the Library, e.g., the sections
of acquisition and bibliography,
the catalogue hall, the delivery
counters, the reading rooms, the
computer terminal rooms and sites
of other vocational functions. It
has the capability of online biblio-

graphy compiling, bibliography
retrieval, acquisition  control,
periodical  control, inter-library

loan control, and administrative
and vocational control. This system
is also capable of strict control
in conformity to required norms
and retrieval through multifarious
ways. The mainframe and network
terminals of this subsystem have
been installed and tested, but the
whole system will not fulfill all
the planned functions until the
year 1995. However, partial inst-
allations could be set to work prior

to that time.

(2) A subsystem of Dbiblio-
graphic products. Adopting the
M-150H computer, this subsystem
studies and produces China MARC,
it does the input of data for the
cumulation of data in the central
system, it received bibliographic
data from the central system through -
the magnetic tape of the floppy
disk; it also edits, processes and
produces various kinds of biblio-
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graphies and catalogues. It has
- fulfilled the task of studying and
producing the China MARC and
is doing the pilot compiling of the
Chinese National Bibliography.

(3) A circulation control subsys-
tem for open-shelf books in Chinese.
Its PDP 11/73 mainframe having
an online disk capacity of 1,000
MB, it offers five SINOTERM-III
Chinese character terminals for
controlling the loan of 300,000
volumes of books in Chinese on
open-shelves. It handles such tasks
as bibliographical data control and
inquiry, readers control, stock con-
trol, circulation control and inquiry
regarding loans, returns, renewals,
overdue claims, etc. It can also do
statistical analysis. This subsystem
is already in use. In 1988, it did
loan service for 99,215 person/
times, totalling 110,363 volume/
times.

4) A subsystem for data
receiving and for retrieval of rare
books. Techniques including optical
disk will be employed here for
data receiving, duplication, retrieval
and control of whole texts of old
rare books. This subsystem is yet
" being designed and undergoing pilot
studies.

2. Transmission system for
call-slips and for books and period-
icals. This system of efficiency
is installed to shorten readers’,
waiting time and to lighten the
librarians’ workload. The trans-
mission of call-slips utilizes pneu-
matic piston device and that of
book loads, computerized conveyors

(1) The pneumatic piston trans-
mission system. Here the MC85-30
type two way single tube is selected
for use. Four such tubes are now
in function, enabling the forwading
and receiving of call-slips inside
pistons inbetween several delivery
counters and working levels in
the stock. This system automatic-
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pistons,  with
control and priority selection. The
number of call-slips handled daily
is over 2,000. Its rate of breakdown
is under 2% due mainly to failure
of pistons, of the magnetic switch,
or of other machine parts. Of course
the improper operating by hand
also might cause trouble.

(2) Computerized book-conveyor
system. This system is composed
of horizontal tracks, vertical tracks
and linking curved tracks. The
conveyors keep their gravity through
self adjustment. Its inside measures
440 mm x 160 mm x 310 mm, with
a loading capacity of 10kg and an
average speed of 0.5 metre/second.
When a bar code indicating the
destiny is given to the conveyor,
a scanner on the conveyor will
give guide to an optimum route
to the destiny. However, as the
book conveyor is uncovered, the
call-slips inbetween the book
pages sometimes dropped on the

track causing troubles. The effective
measure for reducing the rate of
breakdowns seems to be the regular
renewal of machine parts suscept-
ible to wear and tear, in addition
to the regular clearing up of the
tracks to avoid mishaps.

Since opening to the public,
the new library has received daily
450-500 person/times, loaned about
1,500 volume/times of books or

periodicals. The time for waiting
is about 30 minutes. The above-
mentioned  transmission  system

proved suitable to its purpose.

3. The audio-visual provisions.
There provided in the new. Library
an audio-visual room for groups,
an audio-visual room for indiv-
idual service, another -audio-visual
room for small groups, a music
appreciation room, a microform
reading room, together with work-
shops for cataloguing, recording,

editing and duplicating the audio-
visual materials.

The group AV room seats 80,

and is equipped with: a 35 mm

slide projector with synchronized
control of sound and vision, a 60 mm
movie projector, a 3/4” U-matic
video deck; a 1/2” VHS video
deck, a very high density video
disk player, a laser video disk
player, a stereo cassette recording
deck, a stereo eleetric phonograph,
a laser phonograph with a set of
auxiliary equipments.  Readers
can see and hear the various AV
materials through the cine screen,
the video projector, the stereo
earphones, or the amplifires. A
total of 16,979 person/times were
received and given access to 563
items in 1988.

The individual AV room seats
60. It adopts a system of centralizgd :
control, integrated management
and separated viewing-listening,
Every reader is assigned with a
separated AV booth to view and
listen to what is ordered through
the monitor and the stereo ear-
phones, while the AV material
itself is played and controlled by
the central control room. There
are 24 1/2” VHS multi-system video
decks, 10 very high density video

. disk players, 26 stereo cassette

recording decks and corresponding
numbers of monitors and stereo
earphones in this room. It served
3,076 person/times with 4,901 items
in"1988. :

In the AV room for small groups,
one can find 4 sets of 1/2” VHS
multi-system video decks, each serv-
ing a group of 12 readers.

One can also find various AV
equipments for  cataloguing,
recording, editing, and duplicating
there.
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The music appreciation room
seats 30. There are 12 stereo cassette
recording decks, 10 laser phono-
graphs, 8 stereo electric phono-
graphs to be used individually.
The system of management here is
the same as that of the individual
AV room. Two more music appre-
ciation rooms are outfitted with
the latest Hi-Fi installations.

The microform room  seats 40,
and is equipped with 2 good number
of microfilm and microfiche readers.
There are also microform readers
in the rare book reading room
as well as in the newspaper/period-
ical reading room.

4. Micrographic and electros-
tatic installations. To meet the
readers’ needs of getting duplica-
tions of library’s books, period
icals and other materials, and to
meet the library’s needs to enrich
its holdings, the new Library sets

" Central Committee,

up a photo-duplicating laboratory,
divided into microfilming, process-
ing, copying, enlarging, checking
and collating workshops. In the

different reading areas, there are .

photoduplication counters equip-
ped “with 20 FT-4085 electrostatic
duplicators to render on-spot copy-
ing service to the readers. 3,100,000

copies were made on order in 1988. -

Beginning from 1973, the full
range of work of constructing the
new National Library of China,
embracing feasibility study, plann-
ing, designing, building and
installating, took fourteen years
in all. It was under the profound
concern of the leaders of the
State Council and of the Party
and through
the hard work and joined efforts
of the numerous
part in this stupendous construct-
ing scheme, that we have now a
magnificent library building tower-

people taking

ing alongside the beautiful Purple
Bamboo Park. Having won the
first-class award for outstanding
architectural design, and the Luban
Prize for high quality construction
work, the new National Library of
China heads the list of the ten
great architectures of the Eighties
as voted by the people of China’s
capital.

In the course of two years since
its. inauguration, the Library

enjoyed the visits of 3 million

person/times, averaging 5 thousand
per day, and circulated 7 million
volume/times of books and period-
icals, averaging 11 thousand per
day. It is beloved by the great
masses of readers and praised home
and abroad. The National Library
of China glistens like a pearl amidst
the cultural undertakings of our
country. It certainly will make «
important contributions toward
China’s four modernizations.
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