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We are very grateful to the Representatives of our friendly 
countries the Diplomats who are here who have aelped us in 
improving the standards of our Library Services in Sri Lanka. 
This National Library building is a .long felt need. The Govern
ment has spent about Rs. 55 million in constructing this 
building The construction was delayed due to unavoidable 
circumstances. But now we can be proud that we have a suitable 
building to house our National Library. Mr. I.M.R.A. Iriya- 
golla who was Minister during the 1965-70 Government 
over the Minister of Education, initiated the Sri Lanka National 
Library Service and with that initiative we were able to provide 
a suitable building for the National Li^rqry. This National 
Library is charged with several responsibilities. It has to 
play a very important role in preserving Information, Docu
ments and Publications and also making re-search into various 
aspects of Social Progress and I am happy that we have been 
able to obtain the services of Mrs. Ishvari Corea who is one 
of our very experienced Librarians in this country and the 
other Officials who are serving this National Library with 
great dedication. Now a National Library Service of this 
nature has to perform as I said earlier, a very important task 
in with the cooperation of the National Archives. Now we 
can obtain the services of specialists from other countries. 
Now we have at the priviledge of getting the services of experts 
from our friendly countries like Australia, Japan, Singapore, 
Malaysia, India, Soviet Union and the United Kingdom. 
We are very grateful to these countries for the assistance 
they are rendered.
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Ven. Maha Sanga, Rev. Sirs, Your Excellency, Hon. Lalith 
Athulathmudali, Minister of Education & Higher Education, 
Hon. Mrs. Sunethra Ranasinghe, Minister of Education 
Services, Hon. W. J. M. Lokubandara, Minister of Cultural 
Affairs & Information, Honourable Ministers, Members of 
the Diplomatic Corp and Distinguished Guests.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome each and everyone 
of you here this evening on my own behalf and on behalf of 
the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board on the occasion 
of the ceremonial opening of the National Library, by H. E., 
the President.

First of all I wish to pay my humble homage to the very 
reverend members of the Buddhist, Hindu and Christian 
clergy and to the venerable Alim for being with us this evening.

I extend a very welcome to Excellency for taking time 
off, a very busy schedule as the executive President, of our 
country to be present on this occasion.

Hon. Minister of Education & Higher Education and, 
the Hon. Minister of Education Services, I thank you both 
most sincerely, for coming here today. My thanks, also go to 
the Hon. Minister of Education Services for her guidance and 
advice. My grateful thanks also go to the Hon. W. J. M. Loku
bandara, Minister of Cultural Affairs & Information under 
whom, we worked the last year, for being present, here with 
us this worked the last year, for being present, here with us 
this evening. It is a pleasure to welcome the Secretary of the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education, the Secretary of 
the Ministry of Education Services and the other Secretaries 
and State Secretries and Officials here this evening.

I extend a warm and sincere welcome to the President 
of the Sri Lanka Library Association and to my colleagues in 
the Library Profession. I am very grateful to the Director 
of the National Library of the Maldives and the Addl. Director 
General of the National Library of Australia, for having 
come here specially to be with us during this ceremonial 
opening.

Today, the 27 th of April 1990 can be said to be a very auspi- 
ious and historic day for our country as the National Library 
has now become a reality. It is both just and appropriate 
that, it is Your Excellency who has declared open this Library 
today, as you have always taken, an abiding and active interest 
in Libraries and the promotion of the Library Profession. 
If not per your personal involvment during the latter stage 
of the construction of this building, it may not have been 
possible to inaugurate the National Library this evening.

Your Excellency, all those interested in Reading, Educa
tion and Culture owed great debt of aptitude to you. The need, 
for a National Library was keenly felt by Scholars, Librarians 
and the Government for a very long period. It was however, 
in' 1967, after the UNESCO Conference held in Colombo, 
that a decision was taken for the establishment of a National 
Library and a National Library system. As a result, the Sri 
Lanka National Library Services Board was set up in 1970 by 
Act No. 17, and one of its functions is the establishment and 
maintenance of the National Library of Sri Lanka.

A National Library of any country is the centre round which 
the full Information and Library needs rotate. It is a multi
faceted institution with its services reaching out to every 
corner of the country and to every individual. It will be the 
focal point for the collection of informations and its dissemina
tion.

One of the prime objectives of the National Library is 
to collect, the nation’s literature and safeguard the cultural, 
artistic and literary heritage of the people.

It is also binding on the National Library to retain and 
preserve for posterity and make available, all information 
needed, for research, planning and policy making.

I like to mention here that the completion, of the ceremonial 
opening of the National Library would not mean, that we could 
sit back and relax. Our real responsibilities and tasks will 
begin only now. We will have to tread warily, adjusting the 
services as we go on, adding functions to those already planned 
or perhaps changing some of the functions completely. New  
legislation too may have to be enacted.

I like to take this opportunity to thank the late Mr, Martin 
Wickremasinghe’s family and those other persons, who have 
donated collections of books and other library materials 
to the National Library.

I also wish to thank Mr. M. D. D. Peiris, the Secretary 
of the Ministry of Education & Higher Education and Mr. 
H. A. Wimalagunawardene, the Secretary of the Ministry of 
Education Services for their assistance.

I am indeed very grateful, to Mr. M. S. U. Amarasiri, the 
Acting Director of the Sri Lanka National Services Board, 
who, with his efficiency, has helped to make the opening of 
the National Library possible. I must also thank the staff 
of the Board for their dedicated work.

My sincere thanks go to all those others who have, by 
their assistance and participation helped us in numerous 
ways. I wish also to dedicate this library to the users without 
whose participation this institution cannot be fully functional.

I should not forget to acknowledge the deep debt erf" gratitude 
I owe to the Maha Sangha and other religious leaders for 
their advice to me at all times. Thank you.
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