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Information Technology 
and Libraries and 
Information Services 
in Developing Countries
Ms. C. I. Karunanayaka
Deputy Director, Centre fo r  Developing Information

This paper will look at the effects of information 
technology on the libraries and information services, 
drawing attention to the change in the concept of 
information, the range of applications available, and 
the problems encountered by developing countries in 
absorbing the new technology. In order to examine 
the effects 6f  information technology on the library and 
information services in developing countries, it is nece
ssary to understand what is meant by the terms “infor
mation technology” and “ developing” countries.

Information technology is a recently coined term 
susceptible to varying interpretations by different people. 
For many people information technology is synonymous 
with the new technology; the use of microprocessor- 
based machines, microcomputers, automated equip
ment, word processors, and the like. But the use of man 
made tools for collection, generation, communication, 
recording, rearrangement, and exploitation of informa
tion goes back in time much beyond the present “micro 
revolution” . From a social point of view information 
technology promises changes in the way the society 
communicates and reaches decisions. Even in the era 
before the computer, progress in telecommunications 
such as radio and television, made possible a greater 
degree of interaction among people. The application 
of computers to information handling has contributed a 
new tool and new dimension of complexity, through 
its ability to store and process vast amounts of data at a 
high speed. The cost of complexity of these tools have 
made them the monopoly of the state and of large 
commercial enterprises. Recent technological develop
ments in microelectronics have somewhat changed 
this situation by reducing the cost of some data handling 
tools and making them more freely available.

The developing countries or the Third World are 
mainly -  characterized by low levels of living, high 
rates of population growth, low level of per capita 
income and general economic and technological depen-
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dence on the developed and industrialized economies 
(Todaro, 1985). The definition given to developing 
countries is: »•.. »

A country in which the level of gross' domestic pn> 
duct and income per head is presently inadequate to 
generate the savings necessary to .embark upon 
substantial agricultural and industrial investment 
programmes (Collins Dictionary of Economics!, 
1988). :
Most nations in Africa, Asia, Latin'America, and- 

Carribean are included in the category* of developing 
or Third World countries. These less developed'- 
countries, which attained independence at the 
begining of the century, have embarked on several 
development projects to attain self-reliance., They 
need information as a vital source- for economy- 
development.

The information technology centred on tii'e ’Myatic&s 
of computer and communication technology has pEybd 
an important part in changing the role Of the library1 in 
the information age. The library was perceived a# 'a 
repository of books and documents, in particular it tv&s 
understood to be the place where recorded knowledge 
was collected and preserved for future generations. 
Within this framework the values of the librarian was 
concerned primarily with the technical requirements' of 
collection building, and maintenance and only secondarily 
directed towards the users. This early perspective of the 
library and the librarian changed after the second world 
war. The exponential growth of information and, rise 
of the technology for its management brought a co^plefe 
change of the role of the library. It now appears that- 
the library, which was once regarded as. a collection 
of books, should have as its central purpose the providing 
of access to information to its users. A ttention, was 
diverted from traditional information packages such as 
books and journals to formats demanded by the pew 
technology. This conceptual transformation is highlighted 
by Maurice Line (1984) as :

Information technology will change our concept, of 
information. Libraries at least have tended to equate 
information with recorded knowledge. But this positipn 
will become increasingly impossible to maintain. ;In 
the first place more and more information will be trans
mitted but not recorded. Secondly recording of informa
tion will no longer always be. in fixed forms to which 
we have been accustomed, the printed pagq, the-gram- 
phone disc, the film, because electronic (storages ;are 
amenable to change. If libraries are not, .to have, a 
diminishing role in information communication, they 
will have to devote less attention to stroagp pnd more
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to transmission. It will take us sometime to adjust 
to  the concept of recorded information as fluid and 
changeable.

Other organizations besides libraries began to be 
involved in the storage and transmission of informat
ion. In this environment, the most powerful players 
appear to be the database vendors and public, quasi 
public, and private databases. As the amount of informa
tion has grown, more and more people come to work 
on it, to produce, organize, distribute, use, study, control, 
and sell it and a whole new industry known as the 
“information industry” has evolved. As a result the 
concept of informtion as a commodity has emerged. 
The librarian’s task now includes not only providing 
access to the library’s own collection, but also achieving 
fast, reliable access in a convenient and readable form, 
to  information available, perhaps even in distant collec
tions. The information explosion too has made it 
clear that no individual library can acquire all the 
information needed.

The range of information technology applications help 
to  enhance and imporve the role of the library in pro
viding access to information. To illustrate this role a 
brief discussion of some of the major applications is set 
out. Advances in information technology have brought 
about an increased efficiency in the acquisitions, prese
rvation and management of library collections.

The most significant development arising out of the 
combination of telecommunications and the computer 
was the introduction of on-line information services in 
the late 1960s, and these have exhibited a dramatic 
growth during the last decade. Both full text and 
reference databases are available on-line. For example 
Elsvier/IRCS is now publising several biomedical 
journals simultaneously in paper and on-line. Pergamon 
press have a pilot project linking the INSPEC database 
with the full text articles on INFOLINE. The Ameri
can Chemical Society put approximately sixteen journals 
on-line. On-line reference services offer a number of 
advantages over manual searching in accessing informa
tion. They are speed, verstiality, convenience, etc. 
Libraries are in a position to fulfil requests for informa
tion without any delay, even if they are not available in 
their own collections.

With the growth of the number of on-line databases, 
and the volume of on-line use, there has been a conco
mitant increase in the number of document delivery 
services offering electronic document ordering and 
requesting fulfilment services. Document delivery has 
been described as one of the chain of events occuring 
between the time a person receives reference to a docu

ment which he wishes to acquire and the time he receives 
the document to which his reference relates. Facsimile 
transmission, electronic mail, electronic bulletin 
board are some of the new technologies being used by 
libraries for transmission of documents. They will allow 
instant transmission of documents to requesting, 
institutions. The development of CD Rom technology, 
on demand publishing, video text publishing, video 
/text systems, etc., have further extended the access to 
information using new information technologies. The 
forgoing review reveals that development of information 
technologies has ensured the promise of improved access 
to information and provides some hope that libraries 
will be able to cope with the information explosion.

While information technology can facilitate informa
tion access there are also some forces limiting the access 
to information in electronic formats. The ability of 
public libraries and other publicly supported libraries 
to be effective in the dissemination of informa
tion is threatened by three influences (Wilson, Rex, 
1987): economic stringency, changed patterns of 
distribution emerging from the new technology and 
ideological considerations.

The imbalance of information accessing is well illu
strated by the great divide between the United States of 
America and the rest of the world, and between the 
western economies and the Third World. This clearly 
indicates the North-South imbalance in the development 
of information technology. The United States of 
America now dominates the world in information 
technology, and in electronic manipulation and trans
mission of information. The developed countries 
have the technical capability, financial means, and human 
resources to create and maintain data banks and in
formation systems on such a scale that they virtually 
control the greater part of the generation and transfer 
of information in the world today.

Even in terms* of print based information the Third 
World is already suffering disadvantages, but the sophi
sticated infrastructure required for participation in 
information technology is so lacking as to place them 
mostly outside the realm of participation.

The new trend of information technology is likely to 
result in the publishing of secondary journals, technical 
reports, and research literature, only in electronic formats 
within next few years. Most of the literature that is 
important for scholarship and research for science and 
technology development will be available only in electro
nic form. This trend can bring with it a multitude of 
problems for developing countries.
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The technology infrastructure of most developing 
countries is still very poor. The telecommunications 
facilities are limited, and are unable to provide access 
to databases overseas. The other drawbacks are lack 
of financial resources and lack of skilled manpower. 
The cost of accessing external databases is very high. 
These costs not only include the cost of acquiring the 
necessary equipment to access information, but also 
includes telecommunication charges, connect time- 
charges for viewing, as well as downloading the infor
mation concerned. Consequently, for any developing 
country, access to external databases will remain an 
expensive luxury, if not an unreachable target for a 
long time to come.

The trend will widen the gap between the rich and the 
poor countries, since the availability of current infor
mation is important for economic development. Within 
the developing countries there is the possibility that- 
information will only be available to the rich because 
of their ability to acquire the necessary equipment as 
well as pay for access to information. It is believed that 
with the economic, technological, and cultural barriers 
present in the Third World countries today, the elect
ronic publication and distribution of information will 
put them at a great disadvantage . The Royal Society 
of Scientists (U.K.) has expressed concern over this 
prospect (1981).

Scientific workers in these countries are subject to 
enormous difficulties in carrying out research and many 
scientists feel that if the communication system of 
science changed over to electronic communication to a 
substantial extent these countries could bo cut off 
from access to the scientific literature.

The IFLA study entitled The impact o f new technology 
on the availability o f publications (1984) has highlighted 
the aggravated situation faced by the Third World 
countries.

Cv-rt-

T he implications for disadvantaged people wherever 
they may be situated and for all people in developing 
countries where resources are not available to develop 
basic traditional libraries are particularly disturbing, 
a scenario can be envisaged' where half the nations of
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the world are closed off from the information resources 
of the other half simply through lack of resources for 
basic telecommunication equipment.
The UNESCO Intergovernmental Conference on 

Science and Technology Information for Development 
in 1979 (UNISIST 11) believed that industrialised 
countries were planning specific restrictions on what 
scientific and technical information they made available 
to the Third World. The dependence of developing 
countries on the developed countries for information 
constitutes several problems.

To keep up with the transmission to an information 
based society, libraries must maintain, enhance their 
ability to access, manage and make available to their 
users the electronically recorded information. When 
information sources migrate from the print media to 
electronic media, libraries have to develop the means 
of providing such electronic based information. 
Information is so vital to development that any 
means of improving its availability has to be explored 
by libraries and information services. Databases are an 
important and growing medium and part of the 
evolving world of communication and scholarship. As 
more and more information becomes available through 
commercial databases and document delivery networks, 
less will be available in other forms. If libraries do not 
play a leading role in providing access to them, then a 
part of library’s role will be abnegated.

Developing countries need information technology 
to increase productivity and better living conditions. 
The appropriateness of using computer technology in 
Third World library and information services has been 
discussed by S. V. Massil, a British librarian, who- 
worked as a consultant in several developing countries 
(Moll. 1983). He stresses the importance of informa
tion in development strategy and believes, consequently, 
that library and information services should use what
ever technology is available in each country. Lim Huck 
Tee (1987) has said that libraries from developing 
countries must always be aware of the problems which' 
automation can lead to, but should not use these 
problems as an excuse for ignoring developments in 
library automation, for otherwise they may be per
manently saddled with second class technology.
Line, Maurice

Some possible future effects of information technology IFLA 
Journal Vol. 10(1), 1984, pp. 57—61.

Moll, Peter
Should the third world have information technology IFLA 
Journal Vol. 9(4), 1983, pp. 296'—307.
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The information rich and the information poor ASLIB Proceed
ings Vol, 39(1), Jan. 1987, pp. 1—-5.
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S?£325?g25)©25? 29®025) 00 1 ©25) ©o@25?25)@©25?g) S?£325?g25)© 
25)7.29 0 0  0  ©25) ©°©25?25)©©25?g £25?0© j^ z a . 080©C? 
£fi25g25? S?©25?g ©3030 25)125>©8D3Z5? 30  ©00)330 a8©-g£25)©d, 
2̂ 0025)30 ®25). @025)2? ©0. @03©©? eg2S?23® a8©€^25)00

2?®a29@8 S)30S)3<g25) © 003  25)0 £̂ .29 gS?25) 2?<S00® 
© 0 0 3  238® 23€|©3 © 0 0 3  ®2S)25)©0 ©^0© cg2^©0. ©002©
A  g25?25)03 2?®a^ @ 8  8 0  © 0 0 3  ©25)25)© 25)03 ©025?©25?> g
d,©£a? @a©23? ®<S2̂ . 8®a29@o? 0gg o 8 a ® 0 0 0  ^23^ 0 ©
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SEMINAR ON LEGAL DEPOSIT LAW

A one day seminar on the ‘Legal Deposit Law’ was 
held at the National Library on 10th November 1991. 
The main objective of this seminar which was organised 
by the National Library was to critically evaluate the 
present Legal Deposit Law in Sri Lanka and explore 
the possibilities of revising the law to suitable present 
day needs. Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Director, National 
Library, Dr. K. D. G. Wimalaratne, Director, National 
Archives, Mr. N. T. S. A. Senadeera, Librarian, 
University of Peradeniya, Mr. B. A. Hemapala, ex. 
Department of National Archives and Mr. Mahinda 
Ralapanava Lawyer/Publisher presented papers at the 
Seminar.

All the resource persons agreed that the present 
legal deposit laws in the country-1839 Newspaper 
ordinance and 1885 Printers and Publishers ordinance- 
are out dated pieces of legislation which need revision.

The Board has submitted a proposal to the Hon. 
Minister of Information and Cultural Affairs requesting 
him to take necessary steps to revise the law. At present 
the Department of National Archives, which comes 
under the Ministry of Cultural Affairs & Information 
act as the Legal Deposit Authority in the country.

The proposed revision of the Legal Deposit Law 
will prove beneficial in the compilation of the National 
Bibliography and Reference Services of the National 
Library. The publishers also hope that it will reduce 
the number of copies to be deposited. At present 
5 copies of every new publication should be deposited. 
While one copy is kept by the National Archives and 
3 copies are distributed among the National Library, 
Peradeniya University Library and the National 
Museums Library. The British Library (earlier the 
British Museum Library) has relinquished the rights of 
receiving a copy from 1989.

IFLA - 92 IN NEW DELHI

The 58th General Conference of the International 
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions 
(IFLA) will be held in New Delhi, India from 30, 
August to 5 September 1992 to coincide with the Birth

Centenary celebration of Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, ‘the 
Father of The Indian Library Movement’. ‘Library 
and Information Policy Perspectives’ will be the theme 
of the conference.

Secretariat Address :

Indian Organising Committee - IFLA -1992

C/o. Indian National Scientific Documentation 
Centre,

r,
14, Satsang Vihar Marg,
New Delhi - 110067,
INDIA.

Tel. (91-11) 660141/6863617 
Telex : 031 - 73099 INHD IN 
Fax : 91 8 11 - 686228

INFORMATION DEVELOPMENT

“Information Development” an Internationally 
reputed library journal has published a special issue on 
Sri Lanka. It’s latest issue (Oct. - Dec. 1991) is devoted 
to the Library and Information field in Sri Lanka.

Mr. Stephen Parker, Editor of Information and 
Development is currently residing in Sri Lanka. 
Mrs. Ishvari Corea, Chairman, Sri Lanka National 
Library Services Board is the special editor of the issue.

A number of leading librarians and information 
specialists have contributed to the publication. This 
is the first time that Sri Lanka has been featured 
prominently in an International Library journal.

GRADING OF LIBRARIES

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board has 
launched an Island wide campaign to grade the hither-to 
ungraded libraries. The Library Standards introduced 
by the SLNLSB forms the basis of grading. Library 
Authorities who are keen to upgrade their libraries 
can apply to the SLNLSB for upgrading.

SAARC INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR

The SAARC International Book Fair was held at 
the National Library of Sri Lanka, Colombo, from
1 - 1 0  November 1991. The Book Fair was organised 
to celebrate the 6th South Asian Association of Regional
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co-operation (SAARC) summit which was scheduled 
to be held in Colombo in November. Although the 
summit had to be postponed, the Book Fair was held 
with great success. About 40 Publishers, Book Sellers 
and Book Distributors, from Sri Lanka, India and 
Pakistan took part at the exhibition. A massive crowd 
from both Colombo and outstations visited the Book 
Fair, which was open to the public from 9.00 a.m. to
7.00 p.m. daily. This was the 1st International Book 
Fair held in Sri Lanka.

NEW NATIONAL LIBRARY ACT

A Committee has been appointed by the SLNLSB to 
formulate a new National Library Act for Sri Lanka. The 
committee comprises of Mrs. Ishvari Corea, Chairman, 
SLNLSB, Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Director, SLNLSB, 
Mr. N. T. S. A. Senadeera, Librarian, Peradeniya 
University, Mr. W. B. Dorakumbura, Librarian, Sri 
Jayawardenapura University, Mr. S. M. Kamaldeen,

President, Sri Lanka Library Association, Mr. J. Sumana- 
sekera, Senior Legal Draftsman. Mr. Stephen Parker 
is the adviser to the Committee.

‘‘ASIAN/PACIFIC BOOK DEVELOPMENT”

Asian/Pacific Book Development (ABD) is publishep 
quarterly by the Asian Cultural Centre for UNESCO 
(ACCU) with the co-operation of UNESCO and 
UNESCO member States in Asia and the Pacific. ABD 
is concerned with the situation and current events 
related to book publishing and book promotion in 
countries in Asia and the Pacific. It carries papers 
on various issues in book publishing as well as news 
from the national correspondents. We are pleased to 
announce that Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Director, National 
Library of Sri Lanka has been appointed as the National 
correspondent of this publication. We request that 
papers and news for the journal* to be forwarded to the 
national correspondent.

NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERVICES PUBLICATIONS

* SRI LANKA NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY (Quarterly)
annual subscription Rs. 180.00
(with postage)

* SRI LANKA NATIONAL BIBRIOGRAPHY
cumulated volume 1987 Rs. 100.00

v
*' CHILDREN’S BIBLIOGRAPHY 1988 Rs. 20.00

* SRI LANKA RATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 1962
(in print)

Cheques, Money orders should be madeout in favour of 
“Chairman, Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.”

Inquiries :
Chairman,
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board,
P.O. Box 1764,
Independence Avenue,
Colombo 07.
T ’phone : 698847, 685201, 685195
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SRI LANKA LIBRARY ASSOCIA
TION CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
EARLY YEARS

Mr. S. M. Kamaldeen
President, Sri Lanka Library Association

A pioneer in the field of library and informationscience, 
the Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA), then known 
as Ceylon Library Association has traversed an ardous 
path, over three decades since its establishment in 1961.

The formation of the Association was the fruition of 
the efforts of a group of dedicated librarians, a few of 
whom were foreign qualified.

The provision of trained librarians for which there was 
an urgent need at that time in the country, engaged the 
attention of the nascent Library Association, as a matter 
of priority. Hence after much planning and prepara
tion a part time training course in the English medium 
for the First Examination in Librarianship was comm
enced on 4th July 1961 in Colombo.

The impetus given by the training programme of the 
Association in Colombo, created a demand for the 
extension of its library education programme to the 
outstations. Thus came into being training centres 
in Kandy and Jaffna in 1963. The Galle centre was 
started in 1983.

Slow but steady progress was made in the library 
education programme of the Association with the 
introduction of the courses for the Intermediate Exa
mination in 1966 and the Final Examination in 1974.

An important stage in the library education programme 
was reached in 1967 with the organisation of parallel 
classes in Sinhala. Tamil medium classes too were 
started in 1975 in Jaffna.

Members of the library profession owe a deep debt 
of gratitude to the first President of the Library Associa
tion Mr. S. C. Blok the then Librarian of the University 
of Ceylon, Preadeniya, whose inspiration and encoura
gement was a source of strength to the fledgling organi
sation.

Library Legislation

One of the important factors which retarded the 
development of libraries and the library profession was 
the absence of library legislation in the country. The 
seventies witnessed the enactment of two pieces of 
legislation namely The Ceylon National Library Services 
Board Act, No. 17 of 1970 and the Sri Lanka Library 
Association Law No. 20 of 1974.

“SLLA , has been in the vanguard in promoting the 
establishment of the National Library in Sri Lanka. 
It played an important role at an International Con
ference organised by UNESCO in December 1967. 
Thirteen experts in Library Planning from Asian 
countries including Sri Lanka participated. One of the 
several resolutions that was adopted at the conference: 
that steps be taken to ensure the enactment of necessary 
legislation to establish a Central Authority responsible 
for the general development of library services in the 
country. Consequently the Ceylon National Library 
Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970 was enacted.” 1.

It was not until 1974 that the Library Association was 
incorporated by Law No. 20 of 1974. Noteworthy 
amongst its stated objectives refer: >

(a) to the establishment and improvement of library 
services in Sri Lanka and to set up professional 
standards.

(b) to unite all those engaged in or interested in library 
work by holding conferences and meetings for the 
discussion of bibliographic questions and matters 
affecting librarians.

(c) to train librarians and to conduct professional 
examinations in librarianship and to issue certi
ficates of proficiency.

(d ) to safeguard and promote the interests, welfare, 
rights and privileges of the members of the pro
fession of librarians in Sri Lanka.2

Library Education Programme

The SLLA conducts a three year part time course in 
Library and Information Science which leads candidates 
through examinations at three levels to obtain Associa- 
teship of the Library Association as full fledged profe
ssionals, after approved work experience. The basic 
entry requirements for the First Year Level Course are
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(a) G.C.E. (A/L) Examination with passes in three 
subjects at one sitting and a pass in English 
Language at the G.C.E. (O.L.) Examination.

or
(ib) G.C.E. (O/L) Examination with passes in six 

subjects and 3 years of library work experience.

An Associate of the SLLA with at least five years 
experience after completing the Final Examination or 
equivalent is eligible to register for Fellowship of the 
Association. The Fellowship programme consists of 
research and study, lectures and seminars. The pre
sentation of a dissertation is also mandatory.

In response to the growing need for automation in 
Libraries and Documentation Centres, the SLLA 
conducts a course titled “Computers in Libraries” to 
disseminate and up date knowledge among librarians 
in information storage arid retrieval through computer 
technology.

The Membership of the SLLA as at March 15, 1991 
is as follows :

Honorary Fellows 02
Associate Members 164
Honorary Life Members 05
Personal Members 61

Total 232

The SLLA has rendered considerable service towards 
the improvement of library personnel especially at 
midlevel during the last three decades.

“The services in libraries have been greatly improved 
because of the qualified personnel produced by our 
Association. More than 100 Librarians and Informa
tion Specialists manning the information centres in Sri 
Lanka have been successful in the Final Examination 
in Librarianship, Documentation and Information 
Science” .3

Membership of International and National Organisations

The SLLA is a member of the International Federation 
of the Library Associations (IFLA) and the Common
wealth Library Assoication (COMLA).

The Association is also a member of the Organisation 
of Professional Associations. (Sri Lanka).

A number of groups and sections of the SLLA have 
been formed with a view to promoting professional- 
activities relevant to the different types of libraries. 
At present the following groups and sections are function

ing;

Groups : Govt. Department Libraries Group 
School Libraries Group 
Public Libraries Group 
Academic Libraries Group 
Special Libraries Group

Sections: Central Region Section 
Western Region Section

Library Services Bureau:

The Library Services Bureau v̂ as established in order 
to promote the establishment, extension and improvement 
of library services and to set up professional standards.

The Main functions of the Bureau are:

(a) Provision of consualtancy service for setting up or 
reorganisation of Libraries and Information 
Centres.

(b) Cataloguing, classification and indexing of library 
collections.

(c) Compilation of bibliographies, Indexes, Infor
mation Services, Directories, etc.

(d ) Provision of consultancy services on setting up 
computerised database systems and designing 
computer systems.

(e) Recommendation on Collection Development, 
Policies for Libraries and Information Centres.

The services of the Bureau are sought by Institutions, 
Organisations and individuals. The Bureau' has so far 
under-taken a number of assignments with the assistance 
of the members of the Association.

Some of the important projects completed by the 
Bureau are as follows :

{a) National Water Supply and Drainage Board 
Document System {W A S S  D O C )

Groups and Sections
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Setting up a computerised database system using 
CDS/ISIS, training of staff, assigning a WASSDOC 
Directory Database.

(b) Sri Lanka Ports Authority

A consultancy to study and report on the upgrading 
of the Industrial Information Service of CITIS.

(c) Greater Colombo Economic Commission

Advisory service on setting up two libraries for 
factory workers at the Katunayake and Biyagama 
Free Trade Zones.

(d ) Ministry o f  Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs

At the request of the Ministry of Hindu Religious 
and Cultural Affairs two Training Courses were 
conducted for librarians in the plantation areas. 
(Hatton and Nuwara Eliya)

(e) National Library o f  Maldives

Two lecturers of the SLLA were sponsored- 
jointly by the British Council and the Asia Found 
dation to conduct a Library and Information 
Science Training Course for Maldivians at the 
National Library, Male from 24 th November to 
17 th December 1990.

( f )  Field Survey o f  Books fo r  Asia Programme

At the request of the Asia Foundation the SLLA 
conducted a field survey of the ‘Books for Asia’ 
Programme, in July 1991.

Seminars and Lectures

A wide range of topics are covered in the sejninars and 
lectures organised by the Association for its members, 
students and others interested in the field of Librarian- 
ship and Information Science. Special emphasis is 
given to current developments in Information Technology 
at these meetings.

The following important topics, among others, 
have been dealt with at Seminars in the recent past:

National Libraries 
Information Technology 
Teaching Methodology 
Management
Cataloguing and Classification 
International Literacy Year

The SLLA has been registered as a publisher with 
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board in the cate
gory of non-Government Institutional Publishers.

The Association has published a Glossary of Library 
and information Science (English-Sinhala) in 1986 and a 
Guide to Compilation of Bibliographies (Sinhala) 
in 1988. Both works are by Mr. N. U. Yapa. It has 
also collaborated with the Official Languages Depart- 
meht in their publication of Glossary of Library Science 
Terms (English-Sinhala and Sinhala-English). The 
glossary was released in 1989.

The SLLA publishes the following :

(i) Sri Lanka Library Association Newsletter
(Quarterly).

(ii) Sri Lanka Library Review (Annual).

Library

The SLLA library is housed with the library of the 
Organisation of Professinal Associations at the O.P.A 
Centre. The library is used mainly by students of the 
Association and is open on Saturdays as well. It is 
open till 7.00 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays.

The total collection of the library is 911 titles.

Donations have been made by the British Council, 
American Centre, Asia Foundation, USAID and a few 
individuals.

Upliftment of the Profession
/

In addition to providing education, training and other 
professional facilities with a view to turn out qualified 
and efficient Librarians and Information Scientists, 
the Association takes a keen interest in safeguarding 
the service conditions of its members.

Representations have been made to the Ministry of 
Public Administration with' regard to the scheme of 
recruitment/ promotions, etc. of the members of the 
profession. Also the Association has addressed the 
Salaries and Cadre Committee on the subject of a 
unified service for Government Librarians and recomm 
mended the qualifications for the various grades in the 
service.

Publications
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With regard to school librarians and libraries a- 
memorandum has been submitted to the Minister of 
Education and Higher Education requesting a greater 
involvement of the State for the promotion and develo
pment of School Librarianship in Sri Lanka.'

The improvement and extension of school libraries 
has been much stressed in the memorandum. Other 
important proposals include a regular grant to the SLLA 
and SLLA’s representation on the Sri Lanka Library 
Services Board.

Training Programmes Abroad

The Association has been able to provide training 
facilities for some of its members as follows:

(a) In 1989 a British Council visitorship to follow a 
training course on “Information Future” in- 
Brighton, U.K. The International air fare was 
provided by the Asia Foundation.

(b) Placements for two members to follow a training 
programme at the British Council in a British 
Overseas Development Administration Funded 
Library Training Programme for mid level- 
librarians in 1990.

(c) In 1991 a British Council visitorship to follow a 
course in Information Technology in Libraries 
in Leicester, U.K.

(id) 1991 Commonwealth Relations Trust Travelling 
Bursary for attendance at International Informa
tion Studies School, University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth U.K. /

Research

The Research Committee of the Association is pre 
sently engaged in the collection of bibliographical details 
of research, reports, theses and dissertations to compile 
a comprehensive record of professional work carried 
out in Sri Lanka in the field of librarianship.

Another on-going projects the Bibliography of 
Library Science literature in Sri Lankan Libraries. 
The Committee has also commenced a study of the 
professional levels and salary scales of librarians in Sri 
Lanka.

English Language Teaching

The level of proficiency in the English Langauge of 
students following the course in librarianship is a matter 
of concern to the Association. The present requirement 
of a pass in the English Language at the G.C.E. (O/L) 
for admission to the course is found to be inadequate, 
specially for positions in the senior and management 
levels and in the Special Libraries. With a view to 
overcome this deficiency the Association now conducts 
classes in English Language for its students and members.

The Future

The advancement of the activities of the Association 
is greatly retarded by the lack of building facilities and 
funds. Adequate class room facilities with modern 
equipment and a library are indispensable for the pro
motion of an effective library education and training 
programme.

At present classes are conducted in rented premises 
and in unsatisfactory physical environment. The sole 
source of income for the Association is the tuition fees 
collected from the students, which does not permit 
further development of its activities.

Plans for the acquisition for land for the building of 
its headquarters with modern lecture rooms, a library 
and office are given priority consideration as future 
development projects.

It is heartening to note that the Urban Development 
Authority has offiered the SLLA 15 perches of land at 
Sri. Jayawardenapura, Kotte for Rs. 600,000 on a 99 
year lease.

The Association is optimistic that there will be sufficient 
financial assistance for its future development plans, 
both from the State and other funding agencies to enable 
it to ensure the emergence of an efficient and dynamic 
library profession in Sri Lanka.
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pin LL.Lq.so rSyGjlastreii eSljpustossnurrmit gftjbuLLuj.iUGOasrr 

^sosorr ̂ sSIl— ^ ^ i , s&G&L-iArra ffU&iasfr, ,®uS)tp Q umtiJS

JTtfTGOaSTT UtjjlfillU {&8iGUS08iS5>6tT g  GiQfylb g>0 <SFJT S, SST LOTT S5
$ j g j  sBsrrrsi^Slssr r o Q ^ ssru ^ i lb Q iaa(tjnq.ujrrg>  a_©rar©nifl 
\urr(&)[b.

A

Gd55liu ^jTrijuilq-iUfi) G^s's'isudlm QsustfluS(5«srr

*  gg jsotiim a@  G g& ltu ntfjjbuLLisptuso (a rrso rrsm ®  QsustfluS®)

^ s m r Q S  ffrjjgrr (ap u rr jb  Gl&sosy &.lL u l - ) ©• 1 8 0 . 0 0

* ^)su/5/63)<®Si G s jf f i tu  r§[fj q u l L u}-Ujs o

0CTlL l^u u l L l-  Qj£rr(3jG!l 1 9 8 7 ©• 1 0 0 . 0 0

*  9\g)isuff nj/r fbuLLisptuso 1 9 8 8 ©• 2 0 . 0 0

*  ggjsoriiSGta Si G g ffliu  jrtf try u  t l  i f  uj so 1 9 6 2

(  <3/S@IS0 Sl. SfT STT § 1)

arrG & rrsn soatgy ib , a rr& a a L L i—Stnsfratgnjtb “  gsm sosurr ^ so rs isn a  g  G g 8 h u

n jffsoa  G a m s u a s n  a sn u u S lm  Q uiurflso S T Q gguu L —G su sm Q ib .

®0<?77'fr68>fiBBr<S(sir: 
gsnsoeu rf,
^jsoriistna S> Gsi&hu — ^ js o a  Gasasusen assiu, 
$ .  Q u . fjjftso. 1 764,  

s u $ /
Q&TT(Lpii)L{ 7
Q$rrsts>soGu&l: 6 9 8 8 4 7 ,  6 8 5 2 0 1 ,  6 8 5 1 9 5

20 ge&s)2s>3(3 gGasfsS



® 0 S } 0 0  9 © d f© ® 0  ££©©©2533 § @  O'ZŜ aOGD2Sf © 03g  © I 0 i .0 ® 2 0  
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Library Activities That 
Are Fun
Ms. Nanda P. Wanasuudera

Educational Consulting Officer, British Council.

The school library, the media centre, the resource 
centre, whatever you may call it, is now given pride of 
place in a school. It is, or should be, located centrally, 
emphasising by its very physical location that it is the 
heart of the school system, holding a key position in the 
learning/teaching programme of the school.

The objectives of a school library may be identified 
as those listed below. Needless to say many more 
could be added but the six given below make for core 
guidelines in the path taken by the school library as it 
promotes the objectives of the school and keeps with 
the philosophy of the school: the philosophy of a school 
being primarily the development of the total personality 
of its students.

Objectives of the School Library

1. to provide opportunities to students to develop 
and expand their literary appreciation.

2. to provide resources and services so that the 
teaching and learning processes are supported 
and assisted.

. 3. to manage effectively and efficiently the library 
facilities and resources and programmes to 
benefit the entire school community.

4. to cater to recreational needs by making available 
fiction suitable to all ages and grades and books 
on sports and leisure activities.

5. to equip students with the skills to exploit available 
resources and facilities.

6. to inculcate the library habit and encourage its 
being a life-long one.

Resources and services given by the library promote 
or thwart these objectives. Obviously, if a school library 
has a poor collection of material, or out-of date material, 
it will not assist the teaching/learning programme.

If services are few and inadequate: if a teacher works 
part-time as the librarian; then the library falls short of 
what is expected and will not be useful to either teachers 
or students. Thus the primary need is for a library 
to have adequate and varied materials-books, journals 
posters, maps and atlases, models, A/V material if 
possible. Services should include reference help, loan 
services, technical services ranging from selection and 
ordering to preparing the material for shelving. The 
provision of space, furniture, good lighting, quiet are also 
important.

Apart from these basic assets of a library that makes 
for adequacy, extension services promote all the objec
tives listed above. Extension services are varied, cost 
very little usually, and are fun activities. This article 
intends to give you ideas on how to enhance the services 
given by your library, indirectly as it were, and so promote 
the objectives set out.

The suggestions made have double worth: they are 
interesting, innovative and fun ideas, which could be 
undertaken by any library however meagre its library 
budget and even when managed single-handedly.

The visual'impact is strong: seeing-and observing for 
oneself is better than being shown and told. So why 
not educate school children via the bulletin board? 
Displays mounted on bulletin boards are inexpensive 
yet effective. A board costs next to nothing, made 
of plywood or even rigifoam. The carpentry class can 
make the boards. On the boards one would afix posters, 
cutouts, messages—handwritten or typed and blown up; 
enlarged photocopies of print material. Endless 
possibilities present themselves to the interested and 
innovative librarian. Events can be highlighted 
Pictures, drawings or cutouts could be bought 
to made by students. A library committee or library 
helpers come in useful here. As an example, just prior 
or a religious festival-Vesak, Christmas, Deepavali 
or Id-Ul-Fitr - the bulletin board could be filled with 
pictures and captions of the forthcoming festival. The 
same could be done to commemorate days such as World 
Conservation Day.

Often-changed bulletin board displays not only enhance 
the appearance of the library but they also are a means 
of eduation. Good posters brighten the library, add 
interest and educate, subtly but surely. So objectives 2 
and 3 are met.
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An attractive world map with coloured pins stuck on 
places of interest will get children asking themselves 
“What’s happening in that place?” and so they may 
read newspapers and journals to find out about the 
spot on the world that has got a red pin on it. Popular 
comic strip characters like Denis the Menace, Gamarala 
saying, £read-its good for you, or I love the library’ 
will get a child reading or visiting the library much more 
that if s/he were told to do so.

Extension services such as Library Days and Library 
weeks are well worth the time, energy and effort spent 
in planning and carrying them out. The Library Day 
or Library Week is advertised and when it is on, the 
library is the focus of attention of the entire school for 
that day or week. Extra posters should go up in the 
library and outside it for the week.

Activities have to be carefully planned, scheduled and 
run smoothly. The week could begin with a general 
assembly of the school or section of the school. What 
is planned for the week will be told students. For 
primary school assembly a small concert would be good 
with plays, skits and songs and poems about 
the library and reading. A week long ‘amnesty’ could 
be declared with regard to fines on overdue books. 
Children love big words. Librarians will also love the 
idea since they will get their overdue books. Children 
who avoided the library due to having to pay fines will 
use the amensty to return overdue books and may also 
become library users again.

Invite guest speakers and artistes to meetings or 
workshops held during the week. Authors are ideal 
guests; so also puppeteers. Have a radio or TV 
announcer reading stories to the children: a poet or 
kavi writer getting the children to recite his/her poems 
or kavi. A lively speaker could relate and get the
children to act out folk tales, Andare stories or myths.✓

A delightful Library Week event is a dress parade. 
Children dress up to represent book characters and walk 
in view of the rest of the school or section. They 
may be asked to introduce themselves and even act. 
So you get Red Riding Hood and Superman walking 
alongside Tissamhamy and Andare. These activities 
will fulfill objectives 1 and 4 and more importantly 
show them that the library is a fine place if it produces 
the marvellous characters on parade. Then objective 
6 too will be met since going to libraries will become a 
habit.

Competitions could be run such as Do-You-know 
contests, reference hunts, quizes, which encourage Child
ren to use reference books. These are entertaining, also 
educative and informative. Short story writing, compo
sing limericks, poem, etc., are also popular, so too poster 
competitions. They will, while getting the children 
working and enjoying it, also bring in materials to the 
library. The posters could be retained for display; 
stories could be made into books and added to the 
collection.

A Read-A-Thon is most exciting and enjoyed by 
younger children, say from Grades 3—7. It means 
work for the librarian and her assistants for around three 
weeks but is well worth the effort. Reading is encouraged 
so also the library habit. A Read-A-Thon form is 
given each child. S/he gets a point each time a certain 
period of uninterrupted reading is done. It could b e , 
half an hour for the juniors and an hour for Grades 
6 and 7. The form is signed by a parent or teacher 
everytime the child does a stint of reading. Points 
are added by the librarian from the forms which are 
collected daily and returned to students soon after. 
The points are added to House totals.

This competition being best worked out as a House 
competition. The House with the keenest and most 
avid readers naturally gets the highest points and it 
would be good to award a trophy to the winners 
each year. To make * things more exciting and to 
increase the sprit of competitiveness, have pictures 
of caterpillar heads in the House colours stuck on an 
outside wall of the library. These represent 
bookworms. As points are collected, add segments 
to the bookworms. The children will love seeing the 
worms getting longer and the race that results among the 
Houses.

Field trips are fun, of educational value and useful 
activities to include in Library Week programmes. 
Visits to the National Archives, National Museum, 
National Library; to some of the better equiped libraries 
in the nearest city; a trip to Sigiriya or the Ruined Cities 
will be greatly appreciated. One thing about field 
trips is they must be meticulously planned.

There are many more activities such as producing a 
library journal or bulletin, running a stamp club, that 
can be introduced and carried out. It all depends, 
as does the success of the activity, on the librarian and 
the help she is able to get from the staff members and 
students.
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The fact that the library is a good place to be in; 
that a reader is welcome in it; that there is discipline 
within but not taboos and too-strict rules; is a message 
that must be conveyed to students, more indirectly than 
directly. The library should be alive and a pleasure to 
be in.

This does not need money. Plenty of funds will help 
to get the library looking good with curtains and 
cushioned chairs and fine tables and shelves full of books, 
journals and other material. But unfortunately in Sri 
Lanka, almost all libraries lack funds. This should 
not prevent the librarian from being active, interested 
and innovative in promoting the use of the library. 
An important step to success is to get the active coopera

tion of teachers and students. Let there be a Library 
Committee or library helpers who will assist in the library 
and with extension services.

As Anne Fleet says in her book Children's Libraries 
“The purpose of activities in libraries is to open'up new 
horizons for the child, covering a wide range of interests 
and knowledge, especially the kind that children may 
not have the opportunity to develop in their homes for 
themselves.” (or in the classroom, burdened as they are 
with wide syllabuses to cover).

Thus librarians should try to build up collections and 
give good service that would “enrich the imagination 
and the intellect, and will be an experience in 
children’s lives.”
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©53®5* §§S) ©3 0)388 30Oi5© ê 5}0 @025) ©025)® 25)123*55* 
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