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CONSERVATION PROJECT

The National Library of Sri Lankahas launched
an Island wide library conservation and preservation
project. The purpose of the project is to make the
library authorities and librarians aware regarding the
importance of Conscrvation and Preservation of
Library materials. The National Library has planed
to have a series of seminars and training courses on
the subject for librarians. It will also donate 40
Conservation Centres to 40 selected Libraries’
These certres will comprise a binding table, binding
equipments and a fumigation cupboard. It is hoped
that this will pave the way for better conservation
and preservation activities.

LIBRARY EXPERT VISIT

Mr. Jacques Tocatlian, former Director of PGl —
the General Information Programme of Unesco —
came to Sri Lanka with his son, Mark, from the 17th
to the 29th of May. On the r8th he delivered the
National Library Lecture Series number 24 on the
subject of “International Co-operation in Expanding
Access to Information.” Following a few days of
rest at the Coral Garden Hotel of Hikkaduwa, they
enjoyed a Cultural Tour which included Kandy,
Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya, Dambulla and
Nuwara-Eliya. ~ Mr. H. M. Gunaratne Banda
Assistant Director of the Board accompanied them on
the Tour. Following are Mr Tocatlian’s. impressions:

“It has been like a dream. When I think of our
trip, two exhilarating weeks unroll in my memory
like a film in a matter of minutes. In a series of
flaskes I see......

Botanic gardens with acres of luxariant flora......
Peaceful Temples and Shrines...... Royal residences
of powerful kings...... Centers of Buddhist pilgrimage.

The sacred-Botree...... Colossal rock-cut statues......
Exquisite carvings ...... Beautiful dagabas...... Slender
and graceful monoliths...... amazing 1000 years old

wall paintings...... Mountain Resorts...... Tea
Plantations...... Water Falls...... Unforgettable

Everywhere, smiling, kind and hospitable people...

Everywhere, hard-working men and women blessed
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with serenity and grace...... People who pray, who
struggle, who plough and harvest...... People who
live in dignity and harmony with the surrounding
nature......

Untroubled elephants, cows, birds and monkeys
living peacefully and without fear...... Everywhere
a sense of tranquility, respect and quietness......

Everywhere bountiful and juicy fruits of all coloss
and sizes. Inviting curries, ranging from the mild
to the fiery...... Delicious seafoods...... Grilled
Lobsters...... _Succulant spicy dishes...... Drinking
Cogonuts...... :

And the gems, Batiks and handicrafts......
These images unroll in my memory like a dream
in a matter of minutes...... In a series of flashes
I also see the Driver bargahinng at roadside Stalls,
before zigzaging his way with incredible dexterity
between bicycles and cows...... I'see a thousand and

one smiles and I am already nostalgic, yearning to
come back......”

LIBRARY GRADING

The following libraries have been upgraded by the
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board recently,

I, Library - Dept. of National

Museum  Supra Grade
2. Library - Dept. of Fotest
Conservation ~ Grade 1
3. Library - International Centre for
Training of Rural Leaders '
Embilipitiya Grade 2

4. Library - Ministry of Land Irrigation
and Mahaweli Development  Grade 2
5. Library - Samudra Devi Balika Maha
Vidyalaya - Nugegoda Grade 2

LIBRARY AUTOMATION

ACCESS is a user-friendly interface, designed to
enable users to retrieve information easily from a
CDS/ISIS database. This has been developed at the
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Bangkok,
Thailand. :

HELLIS

The HELLIS Focal Point has started the compila-
tion of the bio-medical database' and it will cover
both published and unpublished literature produced
during the last five years in the field. It has also
planned to update the Union List of Periodicals in
HELLIS Network Libravies.
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University Libraries of
Sri Lanka

Sumana Jayasuriya

Chief Librarion - Uuiversity of Colombo.

Establishment of Universities in Sri Lanka was a
recent development. The first university in Sri
Lanka is the ‘University of Ceylon’ which was
established on 15t July 1942 by the Ceylon University
ordinance No. 20 of 1942, amalgamating the Ceylon
University College and the Ceylon Medical College.
The University was to be located in Peradeniya and
was to be unitary, residential and autonomous.
Until the buildings were completed the university
functioned in the premises of the University College,
Colombo. By 1960, faculties of Agriculture, Vet.
Sc. Arts and Oriental Studies were shifted to
Peradeniya but part of faculty of Science and the

faculty of Medicine and Engineering remained in
Colombo.

By this time, however, the demand for higher

education had increased tremendously. This was a

direct result of the introduction of the free education
in 1945 and the use of national languages as the
media of instruction. The number of students
seeking admission to universities were 904 in 1942
and 3,684 in 1960. There was also increased pressure
from the Govt. to provide instruction in national
languages.

To meet these needs, the Vidyalankara and
Vidyodaya pirivenas, Centres of traditional Buddhits
learning were elevated to the status of universities,
The shift to Peradeniya was halted midstream, and
faculties of Sc. and Medicine were established at
Peradeniya. Between 1963 and 1965 student numberS
incregsed and classes were provided in all three
languages. Admissions to-Arts and Social Sciences
to University of Ceylon rose to 3,990 in 1964 and a
second faculty of Arts was established in Colombo
making use of the ‘Race Course premises.’” The
administration was dope from one central office in
Peradeniya.

gdmaae g8

With the implementation of the Higher Education
Act No. 20 of 1966, all existing universities were
brought under the National Council of Higher
Education (NCHE). During this period a Central
Admission Bureau was established to co-ordinate
admission to universities. In 1967, University of
Colombo was given autonomous status and College
of Advanced Technology, Katubedde was elevated to

the status of a university and came to be known as the
University -of Moratuwa,

By 1970, changes were taking place in the university
system. University of Ceylon Act no. 1 of 1972,
which came into operation on the sth Feb. 1972
reduced the status of the four universities and were
made Campuses of the ‘University of Sri Lanka.
Jaffna campus were started in 1974. The main
objective of this reorganization was to avoid
unnecessary duplication of course and departments
of study in these universities. This act was never
implemented in full, but was replaced by the Univer-
sities Actno. 16 of 1978, which gave back autonomous
status to universities. The chief feature of the
newly introduced system was the establishment of the
UGC, which among other things allocated funds to
universities, formulated policies of university
admissions and longuage of instruction.

A university college of Ruhuna was created at
Ruhuna, which became the University of Rubuna
in 1984. The Open University was established in
1980. The University College of Batticaloa founded
in 1981 became the Eastern University of Sri Lanka
in 1986.

The Universities (Amendment) Act No. 7 of 1985,
made provision for the establishment of degree
awarding institutes. Thus the NCMC, a private
fee levying college was established and their students
were to receive degrees from the University of
Colombo. Due to protests from various quarters
the NCMC was made a part of the national university
system in 1989.

Another significant development in the university
system is the establishment of affiliated University
Colleges in 1991. These institutions will provide
courses for those students who reach the minimum
aggregate for admission to universities, but are left
out from the national universities.
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Development of university libraries :

The library of University of Cey'on, being the
only uciversity library in existence until the
establishment of Universities of Kelaniya and Sri
Jayawardenepura in 1959, had several advantages.
The library inherited the collection of Ceylon Univer-
sity College and with generous funding from the
government, the library was able to build up its
collections. The library also received donations of
" several valuable private collections to enmrich its
Ceyloniana collection, which until today remains as
one of the best collections on Sri Lankan studies.

In 1952, the university library was identified as the
legal deposit library and became the receipient of
all published material in Sri Lanka. The library also
had the added advantage of having two dynamic
librarians, Mr. R. S. Enright and Mr. S. C. Blok
at the initial stages of library development. They
improved the library to such an extent that in the
absence of a national library, it discharged certain
functions expected of a National library such as
providing bibliographical services to South East Asia
Co-operation office at New Delhi and the Inter-
national Committee on Documentation of Social
Sciences at Paris.

Beginnings of 1960s saw the dawn of a new era in
the history of library development. Before the end
of the decade four new universities were established
and these inherited basic collections to start with.
- The two Buddhist Centres of learning Vidyalankara
pirivena established in 1875 and the Vidyodaya
pirivena established in 1873, had very rich collections
in Buddhist Studies. When these centres were
elevated to the status of vniversities, their collections
became nucleus of these libraries.

The third university to be established in this period
was the university of Colombo, established in 1967.
The Colombo university library remained as a branch
library of the university of Peradeniya from 1963,
and in 1967, with the seperation from Peradeniya
the library became a seperate and indipendent library

The Ceylon College of Technology, Katubedde
was raised to the status of a campus in 1972, and the
library of the College became the library of the
newly founded campus. The Jaffna campus was
started in 1974, and the Jaffna College library which
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started as a seminary library in 1823 and had a very
good collection of books- became the university
library.

During this decade, the libraries increased their
resources, by strenghtening their book collections
organizéd and improved their services to readers,
and took measures to train their personnel. Funding
to libraries kept on the increase and as a result
acquisitions of books and periodicals increased. The
combined book stock of these four libraries had
increased from 170657 in 1960 to 453,112 in 1970.
More funds were allocated to build up undergraduate
allocations and to acquire learned journals.

From early 1970s the libraries had to curtail their
periodical subscriptions due to foreign exchange
resirictions imposed by the central governments
and also due to inadequate funding. Majority of the
books and 909 of the periodicals were foreign
periodicals. The problem became so intense that
universitylibraries had todo without asingle periodical
in 1973 and 1974. ‘The libraries had started exchange
programmes with foreign institutions and journals
received on exchange and donation increased over the
years. Paucity of scholarly publications however
was a limiting factor to the expansion of exchange
programmes, The situation improved towards the
end of 1970s.

Since the establishment of the UGC in 1978, it
allocated funds to universities. The UGC however,
did not decide in the proportion to be allocated to
libraries. The allocations were made by the
individual universities, but no rationalistic or
scientific formula was followed when making such
allocations. Until the mid eighties, the libraries
could manage with the allocation to a certain extent,
but with rapid growth of academic courses cutting
across various subject disciplines and the need to
acquire multiple copies of undergraduate texts to
cater to the increasing number of undergraduates
have made the library allocations grossly inadeanate.

Staff structure : The university library is headed
by the librarian who is one of the full time officers
of the university, along with the Vice-chancellor and
the Registrar (Ceylon University Ordinance No. 20,

- 1942) and the position has been maintained in the

subsequent Acts, including the Act 16 of 1978 which
is in force today, He is also an ex-officio member
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of the senate which is the academic authority of the
university and holds a post equivalent to a university
professor.

Under the provisions of 39(2) of the Act, “the
Librarian shall, subject to the direction and control
of the Vice-Chancellor, be responsible for the
administration of the library or libraries of the
university.” There is also provision under the act
to appoint a senate library committze to assist in the
matters relating to library administration. ‘

Key staff of the university library is the professional
staff: The Librarian, Deputy Librarian, Senior
Asst. Librarian, and the Asst. Librarian. Their
grades and salary scales run parrellel to academic
grades of Professor, Associate Professor, Senior
Lecturer, and the lecturer and enjoy other privilege
such as sabbatical leave and retirement benefits.

The largest group in a university library staff is the
library assistants, who carryout the bulk of routine
work. They join the university with Ofevel and
most of them, now follow professional courses,
conducted by the Sri Lanka Library Association or
the University of Kelaniya but avenues of promotion
are very limited. Their salaries are equivalent to
clerical grades. The training required by the library
assistants are proficiency in typing and the other

skills he learns by experience. Not much attention

have been paid foi in-service training, specially due
to lack of appropriate senior staff and due pressure
of other duties.

In Dec. 1986, His Excellency the President and
the Minister of Higher Education called for informa-
tion on the university libraries with regard to their
adequacy, availability of funds and any other matters
relevant, to enable him to decide on the further
steps that should be taken to raise their standards.
Accordingly a meeting of the Vice-Chancellors and
librarians with the Chairman UGC was convened on
6 Jan..1987. The librarians drew the attentior to
several important matters such as lack of adequate
physical ac~omodation, insufficiency of trained staff,
inadequacy of funds, automation. It was decided at
the meeting to recommend to the UGC to formulate
a Committee comprising ofall librarians of universities
to have a closer dialogue of this nature. Approval
for the formation of the Inter-University Committee
of Librarians was given in May 1987, and this

gedmme §osB

committee up to now has met regularly and made
several suggestions to upgrade the status of librarians
and libraries.

The Committee also has gone into the question of
library education in the country and had submitted
a proposal to establish a Post-graduate Institute of
library and Information sciences.

Automation : Another important subject which was
taken up by the IUCL was the automation of libraries.
The librarian, university of Peradeniya submitted a
memorandum detailing the needs of such a compute-
rized system and how the project implementation
should be phased out. In Sep. 1988,  under the
aegies of the BC stephen W. Massil of
visited Sri Lanka to meet university librarians and
discuss draft plans for library computerization
programmes, and to advise on implementation. Use
of CDS/ISIS software and training of staff was also
discussed. The librarians were' given a micio-
computer each by Jan. 1991, the university librarians
after several meetings decided on the use of CDS/ISIS
software and on a common worksheet to facilitate
networking in the future.

Current status :

The University librarians today are confronted
with a great challenge. They are faced with the
onerous task of providing facilities for teaching

- studying and research with a low budget, limited

number of professionals and very little physical
facilities.

The UGC is trying to provide for the three batches
of students who are awaiting entry to universities by
admitting double batches to some faculties and

- increasing the irtake by 35%. Accelerated study

programmes have been introduced, to catch up on
lost time. Total undergraduate student enrolment .
in 1989/1990 is 28260 and post-graduate student
enrolment is 27256. Several new courses have been .
introduced which requires the acquisition of new
books and periodicals.

Lack of financial support and the low priority given
to libraries by the university authorities have made

" the task of librarian more difficult. The UGC has
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changed its funding system to per capita system,
but the increase in the price of books and periodicals
gas no relation to the pumber of students in a univer-
sity, therefore the allocations should depend on the
number of faculties, courses offered by these faculties,
research programmes etc. '

The conversion rates of foreign currencies have
made the Sri Lankan rupee allocations mearingless
as 9o % of books and periodicals purchased by.univer-

sities are foreign publications. Hence the uniw{ersity
librarians during the past few years had to do without
much needed books and periodicals.

This has affected the libraries very badly and also
the teaching programmes. The time has come now
to seriously think of increasing the budgetary
allocations to procure the latest books and periodicals

“for the use of readers. If not the uciversity libraries

may soon become museum pieces.
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