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APINESS / RAG III

The third meeting of the Regional Advisory Group of the 
Asia Pacific Information Network in Social Sciences (APINESS 
/  RAG HI) was organized by the UNESCO Regional Unit for
Social and Human Sciences in Asia and the Pacific (RUSHSAP) 
and hosted by the Indian Council o f Social Science Research 
(ICSSR). This meeting was held at the Ashok Hotel, New Delhi, 
India, 25th - 29 th August, 1992.

Thirteen representatives o f the APINESS National Con­
tact Points and 21 representatives o f Regional and International 
Organizations and already existing regional information net­
works in Social Sciences attended the meeting. Miss. Janaki 
Fernando, Acting Assistant Director, National Library repre­
sented Sri Lanka at this meeting and presented a Country Report 
titled - "New Developments o f Documentation and 
Information Services in the Social Sciences in Sri Lanka (since 
RAG H)"

The objectives o f the meeting were to :

(i) Review the activities o f the APINESS both at National and 
Regional Levels ;

(ii) Discuss the ways and means to strengthen and promote 
APINESS nationally as well as regionally;

(iii) Consider and discuss the special requests submitted by 
countries in the region (Cambodia, Laos, Peoples 
Republic o f  China) and

(iv) Consider the future programme o f APINESS and to give 
suggestions for UNESCO's future programme and activities 
in the field o f information and documentation services and 
networking, particularly in connection with the N ew  
Mobilizing Project on YOUTH SHAPING THE FUTURE.

A Regional Training Seminar and workshop on the use o f  
CDS /ISIS and Information Technology was held at the National 
Information System for Science and Technology, Department o f 
Scientific and Industrial Research, Technology Bhawan, N ew  
Delhi, India. This training seminar/workshop have been organized 
to improve the skills o f the participants, in the fields o f  computer 
application, storage and retrieval o f  Social Science Information 
and creation o f bibliographical data bases by using CDS /  ISIS 
software.

FUTURE DIMENSIONS AND LIBRARY 
DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH ASIA

The 9th Congress o f South Asian Librarians will be held 
in Bangkok on May 2-7.1993 under the theme of future dimensions 
and library development. The scientific programme will 
include papers related to all aspects o f Library and Information 
Sciences, technology o f present and future development o f  
Libraries and information centres.

CONFERENCE OF
DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES 

OF ASIA AND OCEANIA

The 5th Conference of Directors o f National Libraries of 
Asia and Oceania was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 
Nov. 23-26, 1992.

MALAYSIAN TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION PROGRAMME

This programme was launched by the M alaysian  
Government in 1980 to promote and facilitate technical cooperation 
amongst developing countries based on the concept o f self - 

Reliance. The Programme encourages the exchange o f relevant 
experiece, pooling and sharing of resources and the development 
of complementary capabilities. The National Library o f Malayasia 
has been involved in this programme since 1985. Two courses are 
being offered.

(a) Basic Course for Library Assistants
This course is designed to equip non-professional staff in 
libraries with the necessary skills and knowledge in order 
to assist, and when necessary to run/maintain the library.

(b) Library Visits /  Attachm ents
This course is designed to provide professional staff in 
libraries with a general overview o f library systems, practices 
and procedures in relation to the organization and 
management o f different types o f libraries in Malaysia.

A total o f  89 participants from 28 countries have benefited 
from this Programme. The countries involved thus far a se  
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Oman, Zambia, Botswana, Sudan, Sri Lanka, 
Seychelles, Kiribati, Maldives, Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam, 
Thailand, Philippines, Singapore, Tonga, Fiji, Solomon Islands, 
Papua New Guinea, South Africa and Myanmar.

LIBRARY GRADING

The following libraries have been upgraded by the Sri 
Lanka National Library Services Board recently.

* Library, Deparment o f Censes and Satisfies - Grade I,
* Library, Ministry o f Sports - Grade II
* Library, Law Commission o f Sri Lanka - Grade II
* Library, Building Research Organization - Grade II

A LIBRARIAN AS VICE CHANCELLOR

M r. W . B. Dorakum bura, Librarian, University o f Sri 
Jayawardenapura has been appointed as the new V ice Chancellor 
o f the same University. This is the First occasion in Sri Lanka a 
Librarian has been appointed to this prestigious position. The Sri 
Lanka National Library Services Board on behalf o f all library 
personnel in Sri Lanka Congratulates Mr. Dorakumbura on this 
historic occasion.

CDS/ISIS Use in Sri Lanka

Mr. N. U. Yapa, Director o f Information IMMI presented 
a paper on the use o f Micro CDS/ ISIS in Sri Lanka at the Asian 
Regional Meeting o f Trainers and Distributors o f CDS /  ISIS 
software Packages, Quezn City. Philippines 5 -9  oct. 1992.
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o® 3gz5*2B 8 ô 6c*@«oo2rf8  (C o m b in a tio n
a n a ly s is )  gOd-eSo 203 fid-eSo ©^8® (ch o ice  
a n d  d e c is io n  m ak in g) ©q©3 511.68 q
0025*253.

©®8  ̂ ttqoS S®0025* <£©d ©@025*02330 00325* 
o^coj^S S3®  ©q©3 'q ©025*253’ jS®d©25)o 0 0 ©o*<B
23ds©253 <ft8 0 0  SO ©25*.

C33(d3o(S3c3

©3do»© ®©25* O°fi>25*00 g<*3©0 0^©O ©3 €£-2300 
©geo© 8 §©q gd-«£> <£0©0*0o25* <^8 zadS©© 025*03© 
©©253 <ft8  0 0  60625*. g03253 0©6O25* 025* $3233do23 
©3d3»©©25* 603^36©253 <̂ 23.

<£. 0O©C*0253 <£Od@COSC*̂  q2S*©3 <^8 025* 0^^dj@
0o©C*02S3 ©odo-© (S c h e d u le  su m m a r ie s).
(zas-edo 2 8  1 X - xx 8 g )

<£3. *a8 o 8®3-cs ©od3»© (S in g le  lev e l su m m a r ies)
©@03 6036*0*80  8 g  6^23230 003  8 ® 0  0 O eOg@ 
03332*30253 <£0e*030(3^ 603^36©253 <ft*3.

0 qs: 658.401 ©j©g@ 8 8 ®, 98025*8 fid-c£ ©^S® ©3
©823302530
658.402 <p©3325*rad ©«SQ325)o
658.403 fid-6® ©^fi® ©3 625)3d0dj 2Se@25)323d6®0
658.404 03330aS 230©25)3Z3d6®O
658.406 23©®253323d-«o 602532^8@
658.407 803023 88 e$ 23©®2S)323d6®0
658.408 803023 23e©25)323d6®6C* ©@30 0© S®
658.409 803023 t3©®25)3Z3d6®6C* 6©<*>̂ ©023
00253323®

<$i- © g ©8®36J cssd3°© (M u lti-lev el su m m a r ies)
6@03 g03253 60^@ C3© <££*Ŝ @ g3S^®0 © 0  ©q©3 
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S3-

(ear) geoianw : aeooreofl 6^(g d$)tL <_££<»£
c r /)^ ^ a y L 6BT ^ ig jp Q & t p u  Q & uj ip u u k s n . i^ .u j^ j .

rgenearaJla) rgrgj&gl G goo ieuC iuL-L-Q uosy  u iu 6 iruQ l^^6^LD , 

6ttf,3,60)6si (Lfies3tp#6fi c iu G u o g j  GeueoiiQ iiDoeoino^u) Q u ip

Q/lb 3n.U^lU^i- §6U6UntpO60T i§L-l-l6L-33i^U)-lU  3,60ie0)imTl601

3 n p a m  u>rr3  q j t s v  a Q  wrr6or p la n  § { r j j u e o ) u

urjrTLDrfl&ak 3h.u)_uj3}036ifib, G^60)6uiurt60iGung] g 3 6 u o )  

i£ L & ,  $«£L/fib O Afinau *Q & iu  n>uo)iy- 300)3300)611

Q&UJipu($le>i5£b $ a a $/7A61/u> 30ooi6ofl 0 3 y )& t p g ] .

(fir) giLDLj&(Lpii) §]a)aSluj(LpLb:a6oor6ofl tiSlaajib pLou&LDrreorg].

§ja)a5kuLDrr6BT eJleotuaestm^ {zrjeueooigj. iDasflgeir 6T6iru6U6ir 

^uflrjLD  § liu k * ( ii* i§ n jk ( §  £Qj/ry QkiukliprTeir.

*Q 60Tna) &{ff) Glrpruj-uflo) u o >  §}eu iL& tb  uosdiaestettk 

Q&tuuju) aemsefKSiurr geurryu) Q & d jo ig o ie n a ).

6Td2fTunfT0,&> (Lpiysy &6m 6ofluflaSI{rifr5§ ] & e s )L .k & rr§ ] iT e s fie ir 

r r̂rio euiprii&tu eJkurjrija^Senn. euiq eu&niniF,#, 0 L i-£ 0 Q e o rr  
G jG $ n  & eun )] § l (^ k k lp ^ j . 6T&srGeu &rfhurr60T afiajrjrii&etnerT 
*3 J6rf)g&)rreu erThurresr 6if)&ni_a>GS)6nu Glutpainu).

<X6SSTG5fUiS)61ff Qun^J ^emiDULI

&6VBT6vfluJl6ST Q&Uja)U($l £ lrp60T, CofflJALD, r#606BT6iy 
j)a /T 6TJ 6nn IT) p a )  6T6STU6ST6U<peS)ip 6}uL Ul- &600T60f)0>6fT
o jG O )& u u ® a i£ u u ($ lk l6 o rrQ 6 o r. 6T 6aruuQ lLD  id & >$uj

Q  & til p u rr  iL ®  <£/£D0  Q u rrg j6 u n a  S je u e u e a a u u Q ^ ^ e o e o

r£lri6osnLn&&60Trr)6or. ^I.lSI.u.;. ereoru^j npcncor6Ufiu@. aem kdliL ®  
«9/fiU0, fS,LQ)uunQt sre&ruGunyantpa, Q anem L. £^(g u@glujrT(SfLb.

A6ssi6ef)uT\6ir UU663L. Q&iu6btJ}rfteiy«6Tr L/)6ornr(gtDArnj/:

( X) S ^6 T J6 lfLQ  *3103(3) (INPUT)
(2 ) G & 3 iffli£ 3 )J  £0)6133,3,0) (STORAGE)
(3 ) Q & iu rb u Q g d )  (PR O C E SS)
(4 ) Q e u e rfh rfL -Q  «3/eu@. (OUTPUT)

§lrj>g> § iuksirhi3X0)651 Q3uj6ij3,rt)(3) Ggtoneuujnesr ^ fe o ^ x e b
3,6Bflg3,6Sf)G lU  fp e u Q e u rH Q  3 i6 0 0 l6 0 flu fl^ lU ) B .60o r® .

Ut£j£llU QAlUipUrTll© «9|6U0

CENTRAL PROCESSING UNIT

r$es)60T6UG0(3) a J le u r jfiis x e re rrk  G & s ir f lg g j a s c iig g jk Q a rre o irG l 

G^eaeuuuQlLtQurr^j gtgjkirDg]. oarer«#/6u@, sieoorkfgi
LDrprryLD gjiksiU) *q &uj §Huk3nii«eo6fik Q&ih&rpQ. xL Q iu u n L ®
<£/fiu@ & -6 h 6 rr6 iflu 6 0 )u  Q u fp iQ j § lr ij&  S lp e o ir®  *3 jo )(3 ja (€ n jk (3 jL b  

Q 3 > rr® g 3 jj, &S)es)L-uI\eo)6oru Q u p /p j G le u e ifU rfiL ®  ^ o ) ( § k ( § k  

Q a r r Q lk k lp ^ j.

3 u L ® u u m L ®  iJ lrr) ^ a x ^ a e if le o r  Q & iu o )u rT ® 3 K h

*3jas)60T3&B)3?iiLD G iD rp u n h e s m j Q 3 t u ^ p ^ j.  0 e o )6 o r6 ^ ^ to o S e S (Q f^  

3>6oor6ofl «l L .a sc ii3 ,a s)6 fT u  Q u  ip rp j ^ e u tp r f lr p G s iip u  e ra ia ir r  

§ } iu k 3 s rs j 3(es>6n u j lb  Q r s ir f lu  u Q ^ ^ jk > 6 o r  r p g j . sieoaoof)

&eo>i_uS)6&r$ & fT 6 o flu jiiik ) (^n S tu iJ iL Q le T ie n  Q jiu k s u iia e ir

«9/finfisr£fin£u/u> epeorpeonJIeor ff> 6 irrp j Q & ib e u g jp fo i ^ L Q u u n iL Q

*3 jO )G 3 , 3 ,n [J 60001)113, ^ lo o u D & ip s j.
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a a m r e d )  Q m r r

Q a > r r ( 3 j4 > h x ( $ n jib

setaetf)emtu ^l&eir ^emwutJlemeak Qsnettr® S<3  
Q u ^ ld Lfirfleijsenns aj(3,ksevnib. setaetflufleir ifilea Qlm&a 

®iujn>{£ju u(gy£til\emetr eunnhLQeutunh (Hard ware) ereirrpjLb,
s  eta etfls(3, «$/ fTtfa/gyjgg/a/^/b® utueir u(St$3yg)etr tp
Q&ujaijgtLL-riiatgnjLO ^ffyGean® Qlestenrrs^ ^yeuetaeunkstj-ptb 
*3ft_riidluj u<g)$GGnu snJouLQeutunfr (Soft ware) erearrytb
eu(3,3,3yeneneah.

* emnhLQeutunn ereirusy setaetflufleir sLL.emwuLriemeak 
(Syrjlkkljpg]. ifiletretrettftaflujeb sipnryksen, spgysst^eiDserr. 
sniLJ) *3 fev<g, ^ktujeoeu $l$6VL.iij(3)LD. snAuLQeutunrr 
ereirugy setaetflemuj Slujs@jeu$rp@) uiuearuQl^^jib  
ghLt-rsisenngftb. setaetf) 9 0  erflempeq Q-fysy ereirpneo 
ghLt-r&J&en s,neir ^\s,eit errflQun^errsenn^u). S u js s k ,  
ghLuriisen. QwntflQuujnuLi eusd jsen , uujetftLQki ^C.L.thisen 
ereiruea Soft ware *.ereiremtio UlrfleJIA ^Ji^rij^kSeirpea.

setaetf) Qstu puQtio Qwnifl emu earfJG snL. net) euearj- 

u ju u iL l. Gtwnrfi. *Q[Tldu sneok>{£a) setaetflsen emuearf) 
Qwnr^luDGevGuj &,ILt-i^ h-iiuLuea . U)eir6an g L u riise h  
er (ipsyeu ems, ererfl3,na (&,tb Q ungytL  (J) Q w n t̂ ) sen  

P-{tyeunssuuLL.ew. jS)eo)6u ^tiuBeos QsnpsemenGuj 
uujetruQii%§ea. giLt-ifiQlQeunrr ererfldja) LjrflysyQsnenrenjtbuup 

^emwfcsy Shr$r5$ea.

^LuGlw ni^sen S)(S 3  ̂ny sen n s  euem suuQ^^uuLQleirenea.
(1) dtypiDL-L. Qwnrfisen eremnb ^QstbtJlerf) Qwntjl. S 3J 

erhygrjQwniflemu) oDl. 9 /r iliL l .ld p^tuneuneasy.

(2) p . uiHu) L l. Qwnifisen eremnb sibemuevn Qwntflserr. 
Qjaneu Q uatb QumySstg, ^{rrjklev p_enen Qw nifisen. 
setaetfl fgtLt-fiisen r^femwks @6B)eu&neir p_&eijd)eirpea.

p.ujfrr$emev Qiontflsen &etf)uuLL-Q&n{rf setaetf kQ  sea  
er(tp3,uu($)eugy @)a>6» 6u. 9 (5  p t̂ufr fiema) QwnLfluflemea
u  a) (2 curry euetrstunea setaetflufleyitb uujeiruQ ggevntb . 
(Basiccobal Fortran) ereiruea p^uihfiemev Qwntflk(§ p_3,nrj 

atari) sen n(^io. gpG ungy erpseaGeu $ uinrflksuuLL. 
r£jTa)&rii&(enjk(3jib, g&eueb rglemeoujritsfer^k t̂b Quninjizgwnea 

QsiUGb$L.uri] seventy tb ^feuprrSIpsnea rfleyrryizgd) semen u/ib

Qsneneueaey Qstiigy utueiruQ^^kSt.uf.uj euntuuqtb setaetflu 
uneuemeaujnenhs<gtyk(3, dUemugfggrfkklpsy.

f i j j r e o & 'S  < £L-an  i n a  sin err £  Q p r f l G y Q & d i p d )

setaetf)wujuuQi&,£S3ii_uptu rryrev sir, suemwsemen 
QgrfleyQstuuitbQunfry U)eireu{iyib snpettflsen t£sy seueatQ 
Qsey/ibgjeugj ^eu#liuwndHp3y.

(1) ej3,neusy 9 ^ 5  sueawtiSlemea etflempeunsk Qstueu$pgj 

Qgemeuu u($lu51i_ £>§](&_ grrrjem tb; ^ u flp k se ta k sn e a  
typo) semen ^ g a ir  genevu l/ serfla) fsrjeurflesisuuis^
9(jpfS/@u(5)^5/^6u)

(2) erginajg] 9 ( 5  aJU_iu^^es>ea ^ u^ ksuf. lAetaQiib irfetaQib
Q&tutuCSGuetauf-UjaJlL-izgj. e-gnijetawns LDetfl^Qean^eu6tr 
(j l̂gemeak Q suju l̂S u ^^j senenuijleir sntjetamns geunysen 
erjpuL. @lt-(Lpeta($\. eretfletyib setaetf)emju Qunnyifrigeuentj 
senenuQueirrp (S u k s k G s  ££)<_u$)6ueB)eu. 
r^grrrreasnb: Gssrfl^^j eaeuksuuLQlenen nyraiedlsuijib 
$S6ud)seaenk QsnemQi gfTQeoneirrfieneaii)
Q^rfktfQsuj^A)

(3) Guanrjujrryk&uuL-i- &,nea g s o ja i s e n  ( tp eu ib  ^ n ^ s e a s s e b .
gseuafsanenu QurpGeuetiruf-UjeJlL.^^]. O-^ntjetawns 
nyra) (gjrjeuev euiprijsa). LfenetfkJiurj£  ^peyserr,
rfletneaG L̂-t-Gv siJ^gLo giunrll3,3,0). 
^sjpipuuL-Geuetaiy_\ij ijjrevsxrr. 9 ( 5  Ulijf£)k(aj Gwa)rrs 
QsneheuetTQj QsdiiuGajetiruf_uj ^frebseir Guneirrp6urpaarp

rrflrsgjQ&nerTeTTev eunssrfletr ai n d lu  L) 3,3,eaenw 
upnSiu w g u iJ®  ereaueaeusemens Qsdjtuennw.

(4) ergneugj 9 ^ 5  smUtugeas, uSlseiftb U^earpuDeirgS
QsiinuGeuesaup ujeiTlL.&§]. &. 3,nrjetawn&: ijenetflaTlurj
^ 1iiCLfserr. urrnjgjuLL- w^tuiJQlsen uipgS...

setaetf} rryTevs nit-euupkes>ss<§njs(3j ifilsajw eSIgtDnewgj 
area n5l{LpsuuQ\a,^LjuiLu (3,rrykluj snevg^GevGuj
gyro)&rrsen B_etan^^jQsnGtetL.earr. ereaGeu «3fg>srfl$3i]eu{nfib 
gseueuseaen G^emeukrs, erjpu euiprbisksii.upuj erry^pQwnetrtfietr 
Ggemeueauj nyrevshsen e^etartr ŝy euenristf *3iGG>i_hj,3, rsnQiserfiea 

nyreoshseir semetfleauj &_uGnjnfftk,g,eern.

setaeaflemuj P-uG iuriklksk^ Lpuj nyrevs ryL.au up keasseh  
seta6tf)wujuuQi^^k3k.L!j.uj rtyrevs *£iey/eu go semen (yyeatry 

eueassennsu LFIrflksajnib.

(I) nyreuss, Qg,ntjia) n yLu k  suemwseh.
(II) nyreos rfpneunss suemutsen
(III) nyreosk setaetf) rrpemnyeawy G)3,n(3,d)seiflea sueawsen.

(1) rryrevsk, Qynifteb nyCuk suemwseh

(■Sf) nyrebseh, s(Qd)emssen, Geurry ysuetariisen G)3>netaL-3,nea 
u  Lisp m g ju^ ey semen £  gujnrfhjugirpts, semeeflemiuu 

uujeiruQ ^ ^ am ib . ej^neasy «#/rh jk srf lk su u iiu  
u L u j- tu e u n ss  eLfl^Qpemrpuu up ^ uu ^ leysem enk  

Qsiinueonib. u Lu pu j^ iksn ea  fpqpriisnea «3!{f)snrj 

kGsnemeu epeirrfilemetrufLb Qsneta(y}niL-3>3,a)mb.

(*%p sLu f-U jnkss Gsemeu: (INDEXING SER^VICE)gireostiiserfldo 
seta  etOemiu *3f3}ls ^jeneifleu p ^ u G iu n sfiu u g j 
sLuj-tunksiy0iTj3sujn(9jLD. setaetf) wtuwnea sLi^-tunksib  

(tpeirny eueastuns euemsuuQt^^uutLQlenenea.

(1) Slur perns QwnifluJlemetr ^npuuem t_tunsk QsnetaL. 
sL u p se n , nyreSleir aJlurjtb ^feoeogy nyraSleir P-ebeni^ksib 
upr&uj snrjmbskyBeir (Abstract) (tpskhuwnea (tpa)kQsnA  

(keyword) Ciuemutunsk QsnetinQ Q$n<jgiksuu®d)esrip 

sL t± - . KWIC, KWAC, KWOC ereiruea S ^ !P &
P-y^nijetarii sen n (3,1b.
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(II) nflfr 6 11110  Q i& nyS) u  p  rrfhu 0  l . up m en : S)n£r@

B _ u G iu n 4 t0 0 U U ® 6 u $ j (gnflutJlLt- Q 0 n p 0 6 t i  *3jd)6v$j 

QurT[r$L-(§rrS)uf(Sl*erT u m $ g ) i ju ) ! i( $ ib .  g )$p0U0
*677<j6j.tfu/ib,(THESAURUS), Gtun^L $66)O)uiiii0fhi06ii 
2_uGuiii4l0>0LJuQ)Lb. G iD pG 0 ri6ii 0 iuLi—d) 0 iL u p  

(C IT A T IO N  IN D E X IN G ) « ototesfluDeir QpevLD $66)i_(Lp66)p 

u u ® $ $ 00n-up ui 4 t p $ $  0 L u p iu n (0)ib.

(III) $66i66f]iu0 0 0 0 Lup06ii: f̂i6V0ii06iri66i 6i6ii6ifl$
6U£^J«nrtli_6^uS/6ffrffj? aemesfl $niou0G 6U 0nLi\p  (Index)
$uiiuft$$66io)0 ($n̂ 0($ib. *^016661 $Q$ru-h, $66)6vljli .
0rnrjrTLD0rLD 6i66iu6ii pifild) (ipev&Q0rnd)66>60 Q$ifl6LjQ 0ui$j 
0,<smesf)Quj (gj&ene6i$ $uimf)$$j, eutpiiî ib.

( § ) )  0npniD0uu®$$p (S0reaeu: (A bstracting service)

-v $ 66i 66flui0 0  0 nrjnLO0 $ 66)$  Q 0 iu6u $ p 0 i i0  aem6sfles>uj

e _ u G i u n 4 l 0 0  (L p u p iq ib . S l ^ &  a e m e s fk J lr r  $ in  
Q0rnpses)ermiLO, ^po)0 Q0np066)6iuiiib (Lp&dlimDnesi 
fiu/T.ScS0tt/j5 / « 6W6wu/ib Q $rfl6i]Q 01b $ j  Q 0 fi6ii^njLD. iDeiresrh 

fjfieueurrrpj Q$ift6î Q0iii$jQ0iT666ii- G)0np06ii oiii04luiiii06ii
6i66!U66t6U peeip £_gtigvt-k4 ($nSulDLl. *̂ poj666t$66)$
01T p tlL D 0L lU ® $0  GULplhHgfLD.

(ff)  l i$ uj $ 06i id )066)6n $  Q $ i f h u u u ® $ $ d )  G>0r&ne>j: 

(C U R R E N T  A W A R E N E S S  S E R V IC E )

t [̂T6O0$0p($0 L]gl$!i004l66)t-04l66!p êuemriiaerj
upt&ui $0oid)066)6H $iuiufl$0jj oiipiii0 0666! esfl&ntu 

^ _ u G u in 4 l0 0  (LpupiL/LO. L jgtui *q oi666itAi06ii upnSU u  

$06110)066)611 UlLupU16UH00LD Q0U16U$ID@ (ip 6616611!
*3feupoeip  ^r$ ti6 u $ j op(Lpfhi(0f (LpetnrpuuiJ)- G0ne6)OJL]u®$4) 
$06ud)066)6n gjTGva oin00ii0(§r̂ 0($ 6U iprii06vnu).

(e_) G $ 't ! $ Q $ ® 0 0 u u L t -  $06U6v G&emsu:

(S E L E C T IV E  D IS S E M IN A T IO N  O F  IN FO R M A T IO N )

0isssi6sf)es)iu 4lpuun0u uiu66iu®$$0,0rLispiu G066)6uuin0  

G$hi^o\$®0 0uuLi- $ 0 0 1 p G066)6uuTt&s)66i0  0 /$ u l JU-goiild. 

{gjiii(&j t-i$ui *QsueimiAi0>cr[ utprfiluj $0aid)066)6n 6un0 0if)66i 
($nSiUL!)Li- G$e6i6U0 ($ ejpu Q$tft6ifQ0 iiiuiuuL®
Q ojguG oj rpiT0i @ r& uiJIiLi- 6ufT<F«(g«(g ^ i g ) J L i u u u ® 4 l p  
$j. 6uu00Qpir[î 6U{Q0  ̂ $air Qpevib i6l0i£t0$ 
G 0)01)01 tu n&sTgjLD, *3i6u4huinn66i$]iDii66t $ 06u d ) 0 G 6n 

*3J0piu u u u ® 4 l 6 6 i p 0 j i . 6u n 0 0 ifl66i  $]66)pupnStiu  r̂oJesr 
*3 ,inStoJUua) 0 i f $ 66!fii 066)611 iq ip , 0 U6o $ 66)$ iq ip  l6 $ l j u ® $ 4) 

4 tp $ $  G^0S)OUiS\es)6W 6 iiy y ii($ & p $ ] . * ^p n tii0 4 lu ii!6 i! i!0 (^0 ($  

£i)<K3066)6u u in 66!$ j  u51ao/LD 2_ 0 $ $ $ it($ ld.

m&sflgojGyj Qpeoib ®leG&es)oiufles)eBT6F G)0uiû ij6Il.$$j 
*3 1 0)t 0 G $  rj ib 6 i ® u  u G $ n ® , G,0 UO6) 6U 066) 6i ! u

u p rriD ff)u u 0 Q iL b  u e u  4 l0 0 d )0 x ii Grjpui-GvrrLD. so m esflen tu u  

u u i6 6 iu ® $ ^ t  £3 ) &G0:01)0]&swj& Q & iuojg je ir (tpeous o jrr^a rr  

7 Gansooi (user profile) .̂ /suemmseit ujpnfliu Gfeaoj 
(D ocum ent profile) ^dhuojponp aemotfluJln) G&ibJgg]
60)6U0i0,GVnib.

’ •,  '  » . '  1

6 ^ ( 5  L j^ iiu  ^oiemib, $ 01010), rgjTO i& gjglrpQ a  
&0S)i_0>(&)iJili_0)$} 0iesa0sf)uS)eiT S-$aJUqî 6ir ^aiemib 
u f f} a j  Q & tiiu iu  uil-L . G 0irr05)01 ujib, o m 0:0,rr G arroBonqu)

g}>ljlS IL ® u  u n n k ^ u u L Q )  s^rDui o i n ^ s ^ k ^  *3l{5i5 
^ o i e m i b  rnfro)0i$ g la )  {Tf>3,& eiTpom s urrjnjl *3 i r flo fta a  

o im in l iu n ^ e iT p $ ] .

2. 5 /r c u *  r^Ir io in a k  <%L.co>u)<s6f7.

(>=?/) 5/T6U @ )/ja id ) aiipr£j0;d) *31 &)&)$] &tpir)tf) 
(C IR C U L A T IO N )

Q u r r g j  f^iT&)0iLD, u o )  0,66)0) 0,0,0) 0> j£jTO)&LD G u n c sr p  

^3f$ 0LDn66T a i n 0  0>n0,66)611 &(o\an666!L. ^jTO)0(ii06Tfla) ny rev 

^ jr je u o )  a iip th !0 p  Q10111 r n u n L u ^  66)10,(0 0,666! 66fie6)ui ill u

uj66r u ® 0,0>6urTLb. 0,666! 66fluflo) & ip p £ )  (c ircu la tion )

/] 0  LDLJ $$ lD f! 66! *3166)66! $ $ J0 i G&n66)6U 0,66)6111^10 0056! 66f)uflp

G0U5)$$J Qif!0)0i r§il6U n00 0U66)ID066)6H ^ Ip U L fp  

GiDipQ0,n 6ri6na)nLb.

(*q ) rf^TO) 0>rj6i f 0> 01Li-66)6n: Q u iflu i ^]T6V&Qinn66!nSld)

2/T/dG) 0,1161161166!6Lj U  fQlfjlU sL Q lllU n L l^ -  66)66! 6J p uQ l$$]6U g]  

0  66! i o n  66! 0i (! tf) 111 U) . . 0> [J 61/ & 0  L. I— 66) 611 0  611

$u inrfl0 0 u u Q ) i i )G u n $ j  ^ r p u Q lib  $ n w $ r i i06i i , $ o i ^ j 06h

lJ ]$ 0 0 ^6 6 )1 -$ $ & ) Gu  1766! IP U lp  0^166)6610611 6J pUL-OUTU). 

0  666! 66(1 Ull 66! ( I f  61) lb $ p 6 l J 0  0  L. 1-66)61! 0  61!

$ u in ffl0 0 iliuQ lL D G un$ j ®l6U6unrpn66r L b p 0  ̂ 166)66! 0611

6T(ipoi66>$ t f l r p u u n 0 $  $6iS)‘n 0 0 0  0^ u ^ u i $ n 0 , S )(f$0 ($ib.

( S ) )  U ^ 6) lQ o i6lfluJQt06i! 0 L.QllllUnQ\: U{^6U ® $ i p u u L i y l  

$iufjrfl0>0>6i), (Lp 0 6 u  {ft) i— 66! Q $ n i _ h L f Q 0 n 6 i i ^ $ o ) , 
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INFORMATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
S. M. KAMALDEEN

Librarians and Information Scientists are on the thresh­
old of a new century full of promise in the fields of science and 
technology wherein information plays a vital role in the 
development process.

The progressive application of new technology in the 
library and information services, has far reaching implications 
for libraries, librarians and information scientists generally 
and for other components of the Book Chain.

Further, the proliferation of published literature, 
especially periodical literature in most subjects, development 
of new fields of study and the growing inter relationship 
between disciplines of study render all fields of library and 
information service a very complex one, calling for the 
scientific management of information in order to ensure 
maximum benefit from this inexhaustible resource.

In the advanced countries libraries have evolved over the 
years to a position where they mainly serve the cultural needs 
of a developed economy. But in developing countries like Sri 
Lanka, they must be considered as essential for the rapid 
economic development and social well being of the people.

It is in this connection that the warning contained in the 
International Federation of Library Association's (IFLA) 
Programme for Advancement of Librarianship in the Third 
World, deserves serious consideration.

"Library and Information Services are very important for 
the development of nations. It has long been recognized, that 
access to scientific information is necessary for technical and 
economic progress.

As a matter of fact information has become such a 
precious resource that the fate of modem nations in all essen­
tials is connected with their capacity to generate and exploit it. 
Countries who do not develop this capacity in the near future 
will be left even more behind in cultural, scientific* and 
economic development and will suffer from dependence on 
others. (1)

Information or knowledge has thus become the 
foundation for social and economic development. It is in fact 
the basis for freedom and democracy. Such factors as finan­
cial constraints, scarcity of trained personnel, language barri­
ers, lack of access to communication and computing technol­
ogy, government restrictions are problems inhibiting the 
development process of the Asian region.

The problems relating to constraints to information expe­
rienced in the region bring in to sharp focus the urgent need for 
a national policy on information in order to achieve a judicious 
harnessing of all resources available to a country. Further­

more, co-operation between libraries and information serv­
ices in the region cannot be over emphasised.

[> Since no single library or country can be selfsufficient in
the matter of information, co-operation between libraries and 
documentation centres is indispensable at national, regional 
and international levels. In this respect co-operation amongst 
the South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation 
(SAARC) Countries is of vital importance.

In this connection a cursory glance at the situation in Sri 
Lanka with regard to library and information services will be 
helpful in delineating the direction for future progress.

"In Sri Lanka, the limits to growth in the agriculture 
sector is now apparent, and the fact that high rate of growth 
will only be possible through export oriented non-traditional 
industries, diversification of the industrial base, adoption of 
modem technology in the small industry sector, promotion of 
private sector oriented research and development have been 
stressed in the 1984, Annual Report of the Central Bank. In 
this context, the building up of good technological informa­
tion base in Sri Lanka has become an urgent necessity. In Sri 
Lanka such a base exists with a small group of scientists and 
engineers of high calibre."(2) f

In the past few years Sri Lanka has witnessed 
considerable progress in the field of national development 
despite many impediments. The provision of technological 
information would therefore, be essential for the enhancement 
of further development. To this end, the enunciation of a 
national policy on information and greater state support is 
called for. Unfortunately, the important role played by librar­
ies and documentation centres in the programmes of eco­
nomic, cultural and social development of the country has not 
been sufficiently recognised, so far.

"A well planned library scheme, integrated witlrnational 
development plans will further guarantee that the enormous 
sums expended on education and research will afford signifi­
cant dividends in the long run. In the west, wheremvesfihen! 
in library services has been generous and continuous since the 
latter part of the nineteenth century, it takes at least ̂ genera­
tion of sustained effort to make at least half the community 
library conscious." (3)

A salutary feature of the system of Provincial admiriisfira- 
tion, which has come into being recently is the opportunity' it 
affords for a better organization of public-library seriHCfesnon 
a regional level, and co-ordination at national'level. . ^

.  •> - :)■
There has been a considerable increase pbtfye njj|pfe r̂ ,of 

public libraries in recent years ranging from the small rural 
libraries to the larger units in the important towns of the
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country. The total number of public libraries in 1987 was 580 
with a total staff of 1200 of whom only a very small number 
were professional qualified.

"The significant role that libraries, expecially public 
libraries, have to play in developing countries must be re­
flected in the composition, organization and stock of material 
available. The development motive must receive priority in 
public library policy, just as much as it must be in a banking 
institution. There must be a discernible difference of 
orientation and emphasis between libraries in a developed 
country and those in a developing country." (4)

The lack of legislation governing the organization and 
administration of public libraries continues to retard the devel­
opment of an effective public library service. The provision 
of adequate financial support by the local authorities, and 
grants from the Central government, the formation viable 
library units, review of salary scales, promotional prospects 
and service conditions of library staff and other related matters 
should receive the serious consideration of the Provincial 
councils to ensure a well informed public so essential to 
development and our democratic way of life. Special attention 
to the rural sector, so vital to the economy of the country 
should be paid in any scheme for library development.

The Government Department libraries which play an 
importantrole in the development activities of the government 
are capable of immense contribution to national development, 
but for the constraints of funds, infra-structure, personnel and 
equipment. Salary and service conditions of qualified staff in 
these institutions should also be improved.

In 1987 there were 150 special libraries and 52 Academic 
libraries, serving the nation. A number of special libraries 
which have made considerable progress in their computeriz­
ing programmes, are in urgent need of telecommunication 
links for accessing the data bases. There is also a need for more 
professionally qualified personnel.

The National Science Council set up under the National 
Science Council Act No. 971968 was an early move by the 
State in the direction of promoting scientific research with a 
view to developing the economic resources of the country.

A noteworthy provision in the Act relating to information 
enables the Council "to collect and disseminate information 
relating to scientific and technical matters, and to publish 
reports, periodicals and papers on matters scientific and tech­
nical". (5)

An initial step in the direction of developing the library 
services of the country at the national level was taken with the 
establishment of the Ceylon National Library Services Board 
under the Unesco Pilot project for the development of docu­
mentation and library services in Sri Lanka. Its functions were 
laid down in Act No. 17 of 1970. The National Library whose
REFERENCES

establishment was one of the primary functions of the Board 
was formally opened on 27th April 1990. The two fold 
function of the Board are (a) Maintenance of the National 
Library and (b) National Library Services concerned with 
library Research and Development.

It is heartening to note that the Library Services Board is 
presently engaged in the formulation of necessary legislation 
for the National Library of Sri Lanka. The Ministry of Public 
Administration under whose aegis the public libraries func­
tion has also initiated action to enact legislation for public 
libraries.

As for Library education, it is the Kelaniya University 
thathas the only Department of Library Science in the country. 
And this is a field to which the Universities and the Affliated 
colleges should pay attention.

The Sri Lanka Library Association the only recognised 
professional body in die country provides a training pro­
gramme leading to die Associateship and Fellowship of the 
Association. A large number of librarians in the country hold 
certificates of the S.L.L. A.

It is relevant here to refer to the Report of the Sub 
Committee on Library and Information Science, submitted to 
the University Grants Commission Task Force on Commerco 
and Management. The Report States:

(a) Our main recommendation is that it would be useful if an 
attempt is made to bring all existing certificate and 
Diploma (pre-degree) level education and training in 
Library iuid Information Science widiin a single but 
mullicentred institutional triune work.

(b) This could be achieved based on a structural relationship 
between die University of Kelaniya tuid other Universi­
ties or University Colleges wishing to run such courses 
and die Library Association.

The above recommendations indicate that riir reaching 
changes are envisaged for the future development of the field 
of Library and Information Science, so viral to the on going 
developmental activities in the country.

In the provision of information for development the 
leadership would naturally rest widi the National Library of 
Sri Lanka, which is already making steady progress in re­
source development, bibliographic services, library research 
and other related activities, it also serves as the apex institution 
for library co-operation at national and international levels.

It is hoped that all arms of the library services in the 
country will move forward in unison to meet the challenges of 
the times in the provision of information for the rapid devel­
opment of Sri Lanka.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA 
COMPLETES TWO YEARS

UPALI AMARASIRI

Director
National Library of Sri Lanka

( Inaugural Address by Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Director, 
National Library of Sri Lanka at the Sri Lanka Library 
Association Seminar on " The Better Librarian Communi­
cates " on 25.07.1992 at the National Library Auditorium)

It is with great pleasure that I accepted the invitation 
from the SLLA to deliver the inaugural address at this impor­
tant seminar. My congratulations go out to the Library 
Association for organising this valuable and timely exercise 
with the objective of improving the knowledge of profession­
als, para professionals in the field and Library Science stu­
dents. The Sri Lanka Library Association, as all of us are 
aware is the backbone of our profession. During its 32 year 
existence it has served the Library community and the country 
at large in no small way.

I am also happy to say that the SLNLSB and the SLLA 
have always been maintaining a cordhil and friendly relation­
ship. This relationship was further strengthened last year 
during the tenure of Mr. Kamaldeen's presidency. The present 
President Mr. Lankage has wasted no time in consolidating 
this position. He is serving on a number of committees of the 
Board at present and we have a very useful relationship, which 
helps to complement each others work.

With these ideas in mind I thought of enlightening you 
of the recent developments in the National Library of Sri 
Lanka, briefly in my inaugural address.

The National Library is one of the important cultural 
institutions all of us misssed in Sri Lanka during the last few 
decades. Specially when all our neighbours - India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Singapore, Thailand - established their own 
National Libraries decades ago, we had to face a rather 
embrassing position of not having a National Library, inspite 
of achieving a high status in cultural and literacy areas.

This is why we rejoiced when finally the National 
Library of Sri Lanka was inaugurated in 1990. There is no 
doubt that the inauguration of the National Library was an 
important land mark of the library development in Sri Lanka.

What are the challenges we face with this new institu­
tion? What are our achievements during the last two year 
period? What are the future plans? I like to share some of my 
thoughts with you very briefly on the above areas.

f Construction of the Library building may be a good 
point to start. As you may be aware it took 12 long years to 
complete this building. UNESCO provided the planning and 
consultancy services for the construction works while our 
government financed the project.

It was a very frustrating experience for all of us to see 
the building work progress at a snail'space. The UNESCO 
Consultant who paid a number of visits to Sri Lanka was 
instrumental in what ever progress that was made of the 
building at that time. It still rings in my ears how he shouted, 
threatened, persuaded and begged the contractor and other 
relevant officials at the co-ordinating meetings. As usual there 
were numerous excuses made by the contractor and other 
officials for the slow progress. The National Library Services 
Board was virtually helpless as the construction work was 
given to the Buildings Department who had sub-contracted it 
to a private contractor.

As a result of the long delay, the original estimates of 
the building had to be revised several times and it ended up as 
a five fold increase of the original cost. We had to go to the 
Cabinet with revised estimates several times. These affairs 
t(K)k time and a lot of energy. Evefitually His Excellency the 
present President then the Prime Minister had to intervene to 
finalise the matter. I tun mentioning these facts to give you 
some idea about the initial difficulties we faced. There are 
numerous incidents which come to my mind associated with 
this rather gloomy period, but this is not the forum to go in to 
these details.

One of the most important requirements at this early 
stage was the identification of activities and responsibilities df 
the new National Library. As we all are aware there is scant 
mention about the functions of the National Library in the 
present Act. The Act merely states that "Establishment and 
maintenance of the National Library" is a function of the 
SLNLSB. There were a few early attempts to identify the 
National Library activities. At the senior staff meeting of the 
SLNLSB held in May 1989, the functions of the new National 
Library were identified. These were further discussed and 
developed at the seminars held at the SLNLSB prior to the 
inauguration of the National Library in April 1990, and later 
published in the National Library Commemorative volume. 
The functions of the National Library have been identified 
after taking into consideration all previous studies on the 
subject by both local and foreign experts tind special local 
circumstances.
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Staffing the National Library was a major problem. 
This had two phases. The first phase was the procuring and 
creating of new posts. This was a difficult task as the 
government is determined to prune down the size of the public 
sector. No new posts were approved unless we were able to 
prove that they were essential. At the culminatin of arduous 
negotiations with the officials of the Ministry of Public 
Administration and Treasury, we were finally able to obtain 
approvel for a good number of new posts.

The next phase of the problem occured when filling the 
new posts and the existing vacancies in the cardre. This is due 
to an anomaly in the salaries of the SLNLSB and the Univer­
sities where qualifications required are identical. Up-to 1990 
there was no such anomaly. Subsequently salaries of the 
universities were increased while SLNLSB salaries remain 
unchanged. This has led to the problem of filling vacancies 
and retaining trained staff at the National Library. Presently 
there is a move by the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education to solve this problem by equating once again the 
salaries of the SLNLSB to those of the Universities. No doubt 
the dearth of qualified persons in the library field aggravate 
this situtaion further.

Another related problem at present is staff training. As 
most of the professional posts at the higher levels are vacant, 
there is a high pressure on the mid level professional staff. 
There is an urgent need to provide them with the minimum 
training required, in order to enable them to perform their 
duties satisfactorily.

With this background in mind I would like to spell out 
very briefly some of the achievements of the National Library 
during the past two year period.

The National Bibliography has been improved 
tremendously during the last 2 years. Until 1990 compilation 
was dependent exclusively on the deposit copies received 
from the National Archives. From 1990, in addition to the 
deposit copies, material acquired from the following sources 
in the National Library itself are made use of in the computation 
of the National Bibliography.

- National Library Acquisitions
- ISBN deposit copies
- Author Publisher Project deposit copies
- publication Assistance Project deposit copies

These additional sources have improved the quality of 
the National Bibliography which is now more complete and 
exhaustive. The National B ibliography is further improved by 
the introduction of the CIP Section which covers forthcoming 
publications

Commencing the preparation of the Retrospective 
Bibliography is another achievement of this period. So far 
the National Bibliography covered the period of 1963 -1990. 
In 1991 the National Library commenced the Retrospective 
Bibliography Project to cover the period between 1885 -1962. 
Already one volume of this has been completed and plans are 
under way to complete the project whithin five years.

Computerisation of the National Bibliography has

The D ocum entation  C entre is a new addition to the 
institution and engages in a number of documentation activi­
ties. During the last two year period it has produced some 
impressive bibliographies and Directories. These include;

- Sri Lanka Conference Index -1990
- Directory of Social Science Libraries & 
Documentation Centres

- Selected bibliography on S A ARC
- Directory of Social Scientists in Sri Lanka
- Index to "Library News"
- Bibliographies on children's literature in Sri Lanka
- Directory of libraries in Sri Lanka

T h eR eferrel C entre and the U nion  C atalogue are 
also a part of the Documentation Centre. At present about 12 
major libraries in the country contribute to the Union Catalogue 
Project. The role of the Referrel Centre too is similar to that 
of the Union Catalogue. It directs the readers to the resources 
of other major libraries. Presently information on the re­
sources of a number of main libraries in the country is 
available in the National Library. >•

We had started collection  bu ild ing prior to the 
inauguration of the National Library. The Revision of the 
Printers and Publishers Act in 1976, made the SLNLSB one of 
the deposit libraries in the country. Thus deposit copies 
coming under the Legal Deposit Law is one of the main 
sources of collection building at the National Library. As you 
may be aware our legal deposit legislation is not the best in the 
world. It has many shortcomings which include inadequate 
coverage, difficulties of implementation and delays. These 
shortcomings naturally affect collection bu ilding at the National 
Library too. The National Library has its own resources for 
collection building purposes with an annual allocation of 
about Rs. 2.5 million.

Resulting from our close association with writers, 
publishers and printers in the country we receive new Sri 
Lankan publications without much difficulty. Actually this 
has proved to be a more reliable, quick and comprehensive 
source for collection building than the deposit channel.

In 1987 we received directions from the government, 
that the National Library should develop a comprehensive 
Science referen ce collection  as a part of the National 
Library. Under this we have been collecting reference material 
in S & T area in consultation with other libraries.

As a relatively new National Library we have to be 
very cautious in collection development activities. One 
important point to keep in mind is that there are a number of 
'de facto' National Libraries in the country. Libraries such as 
the National Museum, National Archives, Royal Asiatic 
Society, Peradeniya University, Archaeological Department 
and the Colombo Public Library have vast collections. The Sri 
Lankan Collections of these libraries are very comprehensive 
and the material has been collected, painstakingly during the 
last 100 years or so. The National Library will not try to collect 
material already avaiable in these libraries, unless they are

been given much thought. Organising a bibliographical net
work at national level is also under consideration.
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essential to the National Library. We recognise the unique 
value of these collections and consider them as part of the 
national collection. They can remain with the presnt authori­
ties and the National Library will maintain a bibliographical 
data base on these collections. As far as science material is 
concerned, we recognise the role of NARESA and other 
leading scientific libraries and documentation centres in the 
field and collect the material in consultation with these 
institutions.

As you are aware, one important difference between 
the National Library and the other types of libraries is that the 
National Library has a wider national role to play unlike 
institution bound services. Therefore the National Library is 
also engaged in a number of major library development 
projects at national level. In the short time allocated for this 
address, it is difficult to spell out all such projects, and I will 
therefore mention only the major projects.

The Pradeshiya Sabha Library Development 
Project aims at the development of library Services at grass 
root level in the country. The National Library has set up 
Pradeshiya Sabha Library committees through out the country 
and these committees oversee the development of library 
services in their respective areas. This is the first time in Sri 
Lanka that all types of libraries in one area have come under 
the surveillance of one authority. Up to the present, public, 
school, pirivena and other types of libraries were scattered 
thoughout the country with no collaboration or co-operation 
amongst them. Now under the pressent system we encourage 
them to have co-operation in acquisition, cataloguing, inter 
library loans, resource sharing and conservation.

The National Conservation Project was launched in 
1992 to create a national awareness of the importance of 
conservation of library materials. Under this project, steps 
have been taken to open 50 preservation centres in 50 major 
libraries. The National Library will provide, the basic 
equipments for these centres and training for selected 
personnel who man these centres. One centre is expected to 
serve at least 10 small libraries in the area. Book binding, 
repairing, fumigating and other conservation activities will be 
performed in these centres. This is the first conservation 
Project launched at national level. These centres are expected 
to train unemployed youths in the area in book binding and 
encourage them to commence book binding and repairing as 
small scale entreprenears.

The National Library has very close co-operation with 
publishers and writers in the country. The well known 
Publication Assistance Project helps 100 writers annually 
to publish 100 titles. So far about 800 new titles amounting to 
around 3 million copies have been published under this 
scheme. In addition to this scheme assistance to authors is 
provided by purchasing copies of all the new books published.

The ISBN Division furnishes ISBN numbers for 
all new books published in the country. This projcet has 
created a close rapport between the book industry and the 
National Library.

The National Library is synonymous with book donations

to libraries. Annually we donate books to the value of 
approximately Rs. 2 Million for small and economically weak 
libraries. Supplying library furniture is another major project 
of the National Library. Library furniture is provided to newly 
constructed library buildings. The aim of the project is to 
persuade library local authorities to build new library buildings.

The National Library has formulated Library 
standards for school, public and departmental libraries with 
the objective of introducing minimum standards for these 
libraries.

The Education Division of the National Library 
conducts short courses, workshops,seminars and training 

//courses for library personnel. The main beneficiaries are 
librarians of small school and public libraries in the country.

"Library News" the National Library quarterly news­
letter is sent to all libraries. It has been updated and now it is 
more a professional journal than a newsletter.

Book exhibitions are yet another area that the 
National Library excels in. We organise about 10 major book 
exhibitions annually in all parts of the country. In 1991 the 
National Library organised the first ever international book 
fair to celebrate the Colombo SAARC Summit. The success 
of this exhibition is amply reflected from the numerous 
inquiries we have already received from leading publishers in 
the Asian region regarding the holding of another such 
exhibition.

A new National Library Act was drafted in 1992. 
With the National Library finally coming into existence the 
functions and responsibilities of the National Library should 
be clearly defined. This is the main reason for the need of a 
new act. The drafting committee which included the President 
of SLLA as a member, has rectified many deficiencies in the 
present Act and spells out functions of the National Library. 
Another important feature in the new draft is that the Presi­
dent, SLLA, Chairman NARESA & Chairman CINTEC are 
an ex-officio members of the Board. In addition to these new 
features all the useful sections of the present act have been 
retained in the new draft. At the moment this draft is with the 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education.

We are very keen to further the close co-operation 
between the National Library and the SLLA. I would like to 
take this opportunity to invite the students of SLLA who have 
completed the 1st year certificate exam to work in theNational 
Library in their spare time. We need assistance in our 
cataloguing, documentation and indexing sections. They can 
be of assistance in these areas and gain valuable work experi­
ence. This will also carry monetary benifits as well. The 
National Library has one of the best Library & Information 
Science collections in the country. We invite all of you to use 
it for the betterment of your professional knowledge.

Finally I like to thank the organisers once again for 
inviting me to deliver the inaugural address on this occasion. 
I wish your deliberations at this seminar every success. ■

. Thank you.

©  Upali A m arasiri
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