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PUBLISHER HONOURED

A leading Publisher in Sri Lanka, the Managing Director
of Godage Publishing Co., Mr. S. Godage was honoured at the
45th National Day celebration in Sri Lanka. He was awarded
the title ‘Desha Bandhu’ (one of the highest honours in Sri
Lanka) by His Excellency R. Premadasa, President, Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for the service he has rendered
in the field of publishing in Sri Lanka.

NEW SECRETARY GENERAL FOR IFLA

Mr. Leo Voogt has been appointed as the new
Secretary General of IFLA from 1st October 1992. He
- succeeded Mr. Paul Nauta. Mr Voogt is the Head of Policy
Development Division of the National Library of the Neherlands.

IFLA ALP SCHOLARSHIP TO AIT

A few scholarships are avilable for qualified candidates to
attend ‘course on new information technology and computerised
Library Services’ to be offered July S - Sept. 24, 1993 at AIT,
Thailand. Interested applicants should write to the ‘Regional
Manager’ IFLA Regional Office for Asia and Oceania, C/o
Thamasat University Libraries, Bangkok 10200, Thailand.

IFLA AWARDS

At present 3 main awards are administers by IFLA.

(i) Margreet Wijnstroom Fund for Regional Library
Development: Aim of this award is to support ‘IFLA’s
regional offices to involve third world Librarians in the
activities of IFLA’s professional groups.

(ii) Guust Van Wesemael Literacy Price
The aim of this biennial award is to assist a public library in
adeveloping country to purchase books for activities in the
field of literacy promotion.

(iii) Hans-Peter Geh Grant for Conference Participation
IFLA hopes to sponsor annually a librarian from the former

Soviet Union to attend an IFLA Seminar or conference
through this award.

DOCUMENT DELIVERY SERVICES

ADONIS
3 Cambridge Ctr., Suite 208
Cambridge, MA 02142

A document delivery system on CD-ROM for journal
articles published from 1991 to the present. Covers more than 360
top journals, mainly in biomedical disciplines. Subscription:
$ 13,000. Only fills requests from subscribers. When item is
found, full-text printout generated. Contact; Paul Aston, 800,-
944-6415

Article Express International inc,

Engineering Information Inc. (EI)

Castle Point on the Hudson

Hoboken, NJ 07030-9998

A joint venture of EI and DIA-LOG providing full-text

copies of any engineering jounal article, conference paper, or

technical report. New attempt to increase speed of access.

Academic institutions and corporations can open accounts to get

bulk order discounts. Turnaround:standard, five to seven days;

rush, 24 hrs. Orders taken via OCLC, FAX, phone, and mail.
sDelivery by mail, FAX, Scan FAX, courier, Internet. Coats: 1-20
" pages, $ 15.40plus $ 4 copyright fee and handling;rush, 1-20

pages, $ 34($ 15+$ 19 surcharge); FAX, $ 34 + 30¢ per page.

Telephone for full price info. Contact: Ruth Miller, 800-238-

3458

The British Library (BL)
Document Supply Centre
Boston SPA, Wetherby, Yorkshire
LS23 7BQ, England

Unique in document delivery, BL is the world’s largest
document supplier/library. Processes 90% of orders in all subjects
from own collection some 15,000 per day for more than 13,000
users. Also lends books and monographs. Keeps 220,000 journals,
three million books, plus many hard-to-find items in several
subject areas. Has many other services (Journal contents pages,
archival copying, publishing, microforms, CD-ROM, online data
bases). Orders taken via OCLC, FAX DIALOG, international
mail, phone, floppy diskette, ARTTEL, ORBIT, LEXICON.
Deliverybyinternational mail, FAX. Costs: standard photocopies,
$ 9; FAX and Urgent Action Service, $ 54. To open account,
minimum deposit of $ 360. Contact: Michael Osborne, + 44-
937546060

Canada Institute for Scientific
and Technical Information (CISTI)
Ottawa, Canada K1A OS2

Provides document delivery in the areas of science,
‘technology, engineering, medicine, health sciences, physics, social
science research, business, etc. Strong in conference proceedings
in all languages and countries. Orders taken by airmail, phone,
FAX, Express mail. Delivery by FAX, Express Mail, Internet.
Contact: Kathryn J. Mikoski, 613-993-2350

Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) -
2540 Olentangy River Rd. :
Columbus, OH 43210

Strong in chemistry, chemical engineering, engineering,
pure and applied sciences, and foreign materials. § 500 deposit
required to open account. Orders taken via OCLC, DIALOG,
BRS, ORBIT, STNORDER, mail, or telephone. Delivery by
mail; FAX, courier, or UPS. Turnaround:24 hours from receipt.
Costs: $ 10 per document if ordered by STN accession number;
$ 14 if ordered by mail, telephone, telex, and FAX; $ 18 if only -
bibliographic citation. Handling and delivery charges added.
Contact: Marian Nichol, 614-447-3670 _

(to be continued)

(Library Journal / February 1, 1993)
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READING ANIMATION
AND
PROMOTION
OF
THE READING HABIT

PIYAWATHI JAYASURIYA

Retired Chief Editor
Department of Educational Publications

Unesco describes reading as not only a way of

understanding facts about ourselves and the world around
us, but also as a helpful means of achieving our due place
in the world. Reading helps us to adjust ourselves to the
changing environment and to lead far more complete and
better lives. It helps us to develop the various aspects of
human culture, to bring about economic and social
development and peaceful coexistence. Philip Dali has
expressed that reading is necessary for personality
development and social advancement, and that there exists
no other substitute for this. The printed book provides
various information, problem solving and above all
enjoyment and contentment. A person who has learnt to
read has acquired a valuable social tool whereby he is able
to improve his language skills, understand society,
maintain good social relations at neighbourhood, national
and international levels, whilstengulfing the morals, social
values, attitudes, etc. specific to his own culture. Reading
also makes a person gain academically.

Thus reading is important for everybody in this
modern world and its importance and necessity will
hopefully, continue to increase in the years to come.

‘“Reading is necessary for personality
development and Social Advance-
ment................” The printed book
provides various information, problem
solving and above all enjoyment and
contentment.........”’
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However, it is distressing to note that out of the present
world population of about 5.3 billion nearly a billion adults
are illiterate and that there are about 125 million children
between the ages six to eleven years who do not attend
school at all. In addition, the number of individuals who
know to read but do not read enough is also on the increase,
while some others (both young and old) who are able to
read have no access to reading activities and reading
programmes, ‘

Deciding on what to read, how much to read or
whether to read at all is an individual personal matter,
influenced by one’s own needs. Social, cultural, religious,
economic and political forces too influence the above
mentioned aspects.

/ Reading is a habit that one has to develop within
oneself. As such, it is something that does not happen
automatically and is not a skill that one acquires as a result
of maturity. Instead, one should learn to develop this habit
overalong period. Although a child learns to walk and talk
naturally, the reading habit has to be cultivated in him/her
with the proper guidance of an adult. Parents, teachers,
librarians and others engaged in this noble and important
task should set an example by their own love for reading.
Since children imitate adults, the adults should read in
front of children. The adults must be good readers
themselves if they are to be instructors of reading or to
share the love for books with the children.

In this world today, TV, video, comic books,
computer games etc., with their fast-paced action, violence
and adventure distract the attention of children. The
entertainment provided by these modern media is instant
and superficial, and provides only a temporary escape.
However these technologies often win when competing
with children’s books in the event of attracting the minds
of children. The resultis a dwindling interest in books and
a departure from the reading habit. Hence, the child who
can read and develop the habit of reading could choose
otherwise. If books are to succeed against these attractive
distractions, the books should be made to come alive for
the chidlren. And it is Reading Animation that brings life
to the books. There is noreal, live communication between
the audience and the TV. The response is always one-
sided. Even in a “game-and-watch” or video game, though
there is interaction between the operator and the set-up, the
real, live quality that could be obtained from reading
animation is lacking. This is the trump-card that could be
used to win the game between books and modern
technology mainly the TV. Hence it is imperative that
greater attention should be focussed on reading animation.

Children love listening to stories. Since generations
past, story-telling had been a feature in our lives. Itis a part
of human social behaviour. Children gather round an
adult-very often a grand parent and listen eagerly,
enthralled as the story gets unfolded. Reading animation is
reading out aloud while making the story that is being read
come to life. In story-telling however, a book is not
involved. Various techniques such as dramatization, use of
pictures, puppets, voice change and modulation, etc. could
be employed to bring about animation. Sometimes a warm-
up in relation to the story could be organized where the
children would also participate. The presentation of story
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books to children through reading should include the
participation of the children. It paves the way for
discussion, questioning, etc. thus creating social
interaction. Listening to animated reading, they become
one with the characters of the story. They see with the eyes
of the characters, hear with their ears and walk in their
shoes. This enables them to empathize and become humane
and more sensitive to the feelings and rights of others.

The children while enjoying the story that is read
with animation, come to realize that the real source of their
enjoymentlies in the book. This is the first, firm foundation
to build up the habit of reading. Telling stories alone is not
sufficient. When the story is co-related with the book, an

_eagerness develops to venture into the world of books, and

which when continued develops as a habit to read. This
reading habit has to be built up and promoted from an
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early stage and therefore reading animation naturally
becomes the best tool to get a child interested in reading

A child who has been lured and distracted by TV
and having no interest in reading books could be drawn to
books through the same source of distraction (TV) by
reading promotion programmes. Teledrama based on
story-books, telecasting of reading animation to a group of
children or videos of such teledrama and puppetry based
on story-books could be cited an instances where the
reading habit could be developed. There is a famous
Sinhala saying that the man fallen into the well has to get
out of it through the mouth of the well itself! Likewise the
mind of the child distracted and turned away from books
could be drawn to books through the same source of

© Piyawathi Jayasuriya 1993
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The library movement in modern lines began in Sri

Lanka at the dawn of the 19th century. There was a circulating
libray in Colombo, started by Mr. Michael Loughton in
1801™. The Ceylon calendar for the year 1815 and afterwards
constantly refers to the Colombo Library Committee. In order
to serve the reading and information needs of the British and
other European expatriates as well as the English educated
local elites anumber of libraries, public, academic and research
in nature were flourishing in various principal cities in the
island throughout this period.

One of the foremost and formidable problems faced by
these libraries was the organization of their collections for the
quick and easy use of their clientele.

It should be noted here that this had been a constant
problem for libraries in the Western World too®.

It was in the middle of the 19th century that organized
efforts seems to have been made to formulate catalogue
codes®. The first major English code the “91 Rules” by
Antonio Panizzi was published in 1841, Modelling after
Panizzi’s rules, Charles C. Jewett, an American Librarian
prepared a code of 39 rules in 1852¢), The year 1876 saw the
birth of the first systematic code of cataloguing, the “Rules for
aDictionary Catalogue” by C.A. Cutter®, The “Joint Code” or ”
the “Cataloguing Rules: author and title entries” prepared by
the American Library Association and the British Library
Association and published in 1908 Marked the genesis of the
Anglo-American Cataloguing tradition®.

Preparation of library catalogues in the absence of
internationally accepted codes is no doubt a tiring and painful
task. Hence the early cataloguers tried to evolve systems of
their own based on their experience and imagination.

Itis fascinating to study how early librarians in Sri Lanka
struggled over the preparation of catalogues for their collections.
This article wishes to describe in brief some of the early
printed library catalogues in the country.

[Catalogue of] the Library and Museum belong to the
Medical Department on the Service of Ceylon. Colombo. June
1827.-Colombo: Government Press, 1827.-130p.- Library
Catalogue: pp.1-19

This is a catalogue for books in the Library and the
objects in the Museum of the Medical Department in Ceylon
in 1827. The first 19 pages of the work is devoted for the library
catalogue. This classified catalogue, perhaps could be the first
printed book catalogue prepared for a collection of printed
books in a Sri Lankan library. The entries are grouped into 13
broad classes as follows:

01. Anatomy - morbid & comparative
02. Arts and Sciences \
03. Botany =
04. Chemistry
05. Dictionaries -
06. Material Medica
07. Medical and Surgical Joumals, transactions &
C. Medical Logic.
08. Midwifery with diseases of women, Children and C.
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09. Mineralogy - Geology and natural history
10. Nostology - Physiology

11. Practice of Physics

12 Surgery

13. Miscellaneous

Under each of these classes the titles of works are
arranged alphabetically, giviing the following details:

01. Serial number of the work
02. No. of Volumes in the library
03. Size of the work

04. Where published and date

The compiler of this catalogue is anonymous. Rules or
guidelines regarding the compilation too, have not been given.
However, at the beginning of the work the rules pertaining to
the library and the Museum are given.

Itisreasonable to assume that the printed book catalogues
of the British Libraries at that time might have influenced the
compiler. Though itis aserious drawback that the abbreviations
used in the catalogue have not been explained, as an early
piece of work this is a praiseworthy attempt.
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Sample Entries

Anatomy - Morbid & Comparative

No.of No. of [ Size | Where published
works Vol. and date
01. |Baillie's Morbid Antomy 1 Octave | L

02. Baillie’s Morbid Anatomy

by Wardrop 2 Octave | L 1825
03. Bell's Anatomy (John) 4 Octave | L 1802
04. Bichat's Anatomic Generale | 4 Octave |P 1812
05. Bichat's Traite d Anatomic

descriptive 5 Octave | P 1801
06. |Blumenbach’s Comparative .
Anatomy 1 Octave | L 1807

Catalogues compiled by Mr. Gerard A. Joseph, Secretary
and Librarian to the Colombo Museum. (1894 - 1904)

Since its inception, the Colombo Museum Library has
been an excellent centre for academic research in the country.
With the development of the collection and the increase of the
clientele annually, the compilation of catalogues had become
a compelling need of the library.

In addition to the usual “Slip Catalogue” the Colombo
Museum Library has been issuing printed catalogues since
1877. The first printed catalogue of the Museum Library is a
list of titles arranged alphabetically by author in nine sections
and consists of 22 pages®.

Mr. Gerard A. Joseph was secretary and librarian to the
museum for 24 years from 1892. He is undoubtedly the most
devoted, diligent and innovative librarian of the 19th century
Sri Lanka.

His contribution towards the advancement of the
bibliographical tradition of the country is remarkable. It seems
that his professionalism was recognised by the outside world
too. As a result he was invited to the Diamond Jubilee
International Library Conference held in London and was
appointed Vice-President designate. He has contributed a
paperon “The Libraries of Ceylon” to this conference, although
he could not participate in it due to the delay in finalising the
travelling arrangements®.

Mr. Joseph compiled the following printed catalogues
for the Museum Library.

Catalogue of the Colombo Museum Library. Part II:
printed books. - Colombo: Government Printer, 1894. -

90p.

Supplement (No.1) to the catalogue of the Colombo
Museum Library. Part II: printed books.- Colombo:
Government Printer, 1896.-[4], 92p.

Supplement No. 2 to the Catalogue of the Colombo
Museum Library. Part II: printed books.-Colombo:
Govenment Printer, 1899.-VI, 59p.

Catalogue of the Colombo Museum Library: printed
books.- Colombo: Government Printer, 1904 .- (4], 170p.
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In addition to these catalogues he has prepared a
catalogue for the Library of the Ceylon Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society Library too, in 1895.

Catalogue of the Colombo Museum Library. Part II:
printed books & C., 1894

This is basically a dictionary catalogue prepared for the
printed books in the Colombo Museum Library. According to
the “Note at the begining of Work™ this catalogue (strictly
speaking a list of books) was commenced by Mr, HALY, the
Director of the Museum on his appointmentas Acting Librarian
inMay 1891 and was continued and completed by the compiler.

The books included in the catalogue are:

A4 (1) Books purchased by the government
(2) Publications presented to the Library
(3) Books printed and published in Ceylon (one copy of
each of which is sent to the Museum Library under
ordinance No. 1 of 1885)

Generally the following bibliographical details have
been given regarding each entry:

(1) Author (2) Title (3) Language other than English
(4) Source if it is a journal (5) Edition

(6) Place of publication (7) Year of Publication

(8) Sometimes an annotation

While some of the Sinhalese and Tamil titlles have been
transliterated, many such titles have been translated into
English without giving their transliterated forms. This practice
tends to reduce the value of the catalogue.

In modem point of view it is a serious drawback that the «
call numbers have not been given in order to show the
locations of described items in the library. However in a period
where there was no systematic classification developed forthe |
purpose itis quite natural that the compﬂer found it difficult to
assign call numbers for his ever increasing collection.

Though it is not mentioned anywhere in the catalogue it
is clear that the compiler had been well aware of the Cutter’s
code. .

Sample entries:

ABAYANAIKA J. :
Bouddha Stottraya, Buddhlst prayer (Smhalese)
. Qalle, 1886 :

Drushti Darpanaya: a brief cbmpanisbn of the Hve,si
doctrines & C., of Gautama Buddha and Jesus Christ
(Sinhalese). Galle, 1885

ABAYASEKARA, Rev.J. .
A sermon preached in the Ambalangoda Wesleyan
chapel on November 11, 1888, on the Occasion of
the death of the Rev. George Edward Goonewardene,
anddedicated to the Rev. James Nicholsen, Chairman
of the Colombo District (Sinhalese). 1889.

The life of St. Paul the Aposlic (Sinhalese). Galle, 1886
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ABREU, H. Rajapakse De
Wessantara comedy, or Wessantara Nadagama
(Sinhalese) Colombo, 1873

ACADEMY
Academy: a weekly review of literature, Science and
Art. Vols. 14,15, 17-31,37-43. London, 1879, 1887.
1890

ACTS
Acts of the Apostles, with annotations and marginal
references (Sinhalese). Colombo, 1885

Supplement [No. 1] to the Catalogue of the Colombo
Museum Library Part II: printed books, 1896.

This too is a dictionary catalogue containing entries for
all books omitted from the first catalogue published in 1894
and all books received since its issue up to December 31, 1895.

The catalogue ronsists of four parts, viz:

(1) General Catalogue of books

(2) Index to sessional papers

(3) Sinhalese books, tracts & C., published in Ceylon
(4) Tamil books, tracts & C., published in Ceylon

The preface of the catalogue clearly mentions that “the
mode of construction is after the style of adictionary catalogue
(entries being made under author, subject and title with
necessary cross references) and in a form which is considered
will readily give any information that may be sought for.”

Books are catalogued under (1) author (2) subjectand (3)
title in a single alphabetical sequence. Subject headings have
been derived from titles in accordance with Cutter’s “Rules
for a Dictionary Catalogue”'®

It is a special feature that the Ceylon Sessional Papers

| have been indexed and their contents catalogued separately in

this catalogue.

Also, for the first time in Sri Lanka, this catalogue treats
separtely the Sinhalese and Tamil books printed and published
in Ceylon. Hence this part of the work can be considered the
first Retrospective National Bibliography of the country, as
it lists every publication in Sinhalese and Tamil received by
the Museum under the Ordinance No. 1 of 1885, from 1894 to
December 31, 1895. .

Compared with the first catalogue of the compiler in
1894 this catalogue clearly shows a considerable development
in the art of systematic bibliography. However here too, the
shortcomings of the former can be seen.

Supplement No. 2 to the Catalogue of the Colombo
Museum Library. Part II: printed books, 1899

This catalogue contains entries for all books received
into the Colombo Museum Library since December 31, 1895
and is a further development of the former two catalogues.

Themode of construction is similar to the first supplement

published in 1896. In the preface the objects of the catalogue
are given as follows:
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*“To enable anyone to find a book of which either
(a) the author

(b) thetitle, or
(c) the subject
is known
To show what the library contains:
(d) by a given author
(¢) ona given subject
(f) ina given kind of literature”

Although no reference has been made, these objects are
clearly a quotation from Cutter’s “Rules for a Dictionary
Catalogue’'). This shows that the compiler had been familier
with the cataloguing theories of the Western world.

The new features in this catalogue are the sections for (1)
books on Ceylon and (2) books on Zoology.

The purpose of the compiler was “to make the contents
of the Library as accessible as possible to readers by the
compilation of catalogues on approved and scientific
principles”'2.

Catalogue of the Colombo Mustum Library: printed
books, 1904

This is the last catalogue prepared by Gerard A. Joseph,
for the Colombo Museum Library. This catalogue when taken
together with those published in 1894, 1896 and 1899
respectively forms a complete catalogue containing entries for
all books in the Colombo Museum Library to the end of July
1898. According to the compiler “these catalogues have been .
compiled in the form of a dictionary catalogue, entries being
made under author, subject and title with necessary cross
references.” (Preface)

Sample entries:

ABORIGINAL Tribes '
Examination of specimens broughtto the Jubbulpore
Exhibition of 1866-67
(See Ethnological Committee)

ACADEMY
A Weekly review of Literature, Science and Arts.
Vols. 14, 15, 17-31, 37-44. 25 Vols. 4to London,
1879-93

ACADEMY (Colombo)
Colombo Academy Miscellany and Juvenile
Repository for the year 1873. 1 Vol. 12. No. Colombo,
1838

ACALEPHAE
Reference catalogue and hst of ........ "
(See Agassiz; L) ‘

ACIDS

Manufacturing industry of .........
(See Bevan)
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Measurement of Strength of ........
(See Haldane)

ADAMS,Aand H .........
Genera of recent mollusca arranged according to
their organization. 3 Vols. 8 Vol. London, 1858

A Catalogue of the Library of the Ceylon Branch of
the Royal Asiatic Society. - Colombo: Govt. Printer, 1895

This is one of the more developed versions of adictionary
catalogue,-apparently based on the rules laid down by C.A.
Cutter in 1876 in his “Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue.”

However, this does not mean that Mr. Joseph followed
the rules of Cutter completely. He did not adhere to every
bibliographical element prescribed by Cutter. Instead, he )
gives only the author, title, edition, place of publication and
the year of publication regarding each entry.

Aimsandobjectives of the Catalogue have been described
in accordance with Cutter.

Sample entries:

ABEL, Carl
Linguistics Essays. London, 1882

References

01. Piyadasa, T. G.

ABHIDHANAPPADIPIKA
Pali Dictionary (See Moggallana)

ACCOUNT OF THE TRADE IN INDIA
(See Lockyer)

ADAMS
Akey or full and interesting description of Adam’s
panorama of history, 3rd edition. London. 1879- 80

ADAM’S PEAK (See Skeen)

ADDRESSES A
Addresses delivered in the Legislative council of
Ceylon by the Govenors of the Colony, together
with the Replies of Council. Vol.1, 1833-60;

Vol. ii, 1860-77. Colombo 1876 and 1877.

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS
(See Ceylon)

AFRICA
Travelsin ......... (See Rennell and Thunberg)
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Libraries in Sri Lanka: their origin and history from ancient times to the present time, Delhi, Sri Satguru Publications,

1985, p. 73

02. Ceylon administration reports for 1909, Colombo: Govt. Printer, 1910, pt. iv, p. D9

03. Viswanathan, C. G.

Cataloguing theory and practice, 5th ed. - Lucknow Print House, 1983, p. 18.

04. Bakewell, K. G.B.

A manual of Cataloguing practice. - Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1972, p. 19

05. Viswanathan, C. G.

Cataloguing: theory and practice, 5th ed., Lucknow Print House, 1983. p. 20

06. Tbid. p.20
07. Ibid.p.23

08. Colombo Museum Catalogue of the Library, April 1877.- Colombo: Govt. Printer, 1877.

09. Piyadasa, T. G.
Libraries in Sri Lanka: their origin and history .... p. 70

10. Cutter, C. A.
Rules for a dictionary catalogue, 4th ed.-
. Washington: US Govt. Print Office, 1904. p. 72
(rule 172)
11. Ibid.p. 12

12.  Ceylon administration reports for the year 1898.-
Colombo: Govt. Printer, 1899. pt. iv, p. I-9
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