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NEWS
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The National Library Sri Lanka is planning to introduce 
International Standard Music Number (ISMN) Project in Sri Lanka 
during the course of 1995. The SLNLSB is the national focal point 
for ISBN and ISSN as well.

SLLA AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Library As­
sociation will be held at the Satlsiripaya Auditorium, Wijerama 
Road, Colombo 07, on 24 March 1995. The Chief Guest will be 
Mr. Dharmasiri Senanayake, Hon. Minister of Media, aviation and 
tourism. Prof. Vishva Wamapala, Hon. Deputy Minister of Higher 
Education will also grace the occasion.
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At the request of the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education and with the financial backing of the World Bank, a 
study of publishing, distribution, book manufacturing and library 
provision for the Education system in Sri Lanka was carried out 
jointly by International Book Development Ltd. and CODE In­
ternational. The study began in March 1994 and was completed, 
on the ground on August 1994.

The work defined in the Terms of Reference was divided 
into Seven Separate Study Units. Consultants with specialist 
knowledge were appointed for each Unit. Mr Julian Rea of Inter­
national Book Development Ltd acted as the study leader.

The Books and Information Sector Study comprises the 
following reports.

i s  A survey of Book Use in schools by John Wood and 

Mahinda Ranaweera.
i s  Education and Planning Overview by Ray Fast and 

D. Guneratne
i s  Print and Production Report by R. Campling and 

Henry Samaranayake
i s  Educational Publishing Report by Julian Rea and 

K.P.M. Jayatillake.
i s  Book Selling and Distribution Report by Richardson, 

M.B.C. De Silva and Victor Walatara
i s  Library and Information Report by Gwynneth 

Evans and Upali Amarasiri.
i s  Report on the Copyright Situation by Owen as 

sisted by Henry Samaranayake.

At the end of 1994 findings were submitted to the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education and to the World Bank. In 
February one day seminar was held at the SLFI to discuss the 
findings. The seminar was attended by World Bank officials and 
Senior government officials. In February 1995 the Secretary, 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education appointed a 10 mem­
ber committee, with the Secretary ME & HE as the titular Chair­
man and Mr. Mahinda Ranaweera, Consultant UNICEF as Chair­
man for the necessary follow up work.

EDITORIAL B O A R D  OF  
1 INFORMATION D E V E L O P M E N T '

Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Director, SLNLSB has been appointed 
to the Editorial Advisory Board of the prestigious international 
library journal 'Information Development', Mr. Amarasiri will rep­
resent the Asia Pacific region on the Editorial Board. Other mem­
bers on the Editorial Board represent Africa, Latin America the 
Middle East and Europe.

U D i r n  i  i t n > A D V  f t t m i t i i p f ,r K JS Ja  L I U K A K *  J r U i N l lU K i i

The SLNLSB provided 35 Libraries with library furniture 
free of charge on 17 March 1995. These libraries comprise of 05 
Public Libraries, 24 School Libraries and 06 Pirivena Libraries. 
Each Library received Rs. 50,000 /- worth of furniture which in­
cluded Book racks, Periodical racks, Reading tables, chairs, and 
Newspaper racks.

IFLA ALP Scholarship to AIT N ew  
D evelopm ent

IFLA ALP has launched a scholarship scheme to provide 
support for a few Librarians to take 3 month course at A IT. This 
course, "New Information Technologies and Computerized Library 
Services" aims to update the knowledge base and skill of librar­
ians and information officers in designing and preparing informa­
tion Services and Products and in the use of the latest software for 
efective library Services. In 1995, the library and Documentation 
Centre of the Asian Institute of Technology (L R D C of A IT )  
will offer a course on ’ Emerging Techonologies for Automated 
Information Services and Management', has 05 June 25 August,
1995. Interested individuals should write the Regional Manager 
for application forms.

IV th International Congress of Muslim Librarians and In­
formation Scientists (COMLIS IV) is to be held in May 1995, in 
Malaysia.

Theme: "Critical Issues in library and information Services in the 
Muslim world."

SLNLSB SILVER JUBILEE

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board which was 
established in 1970 celebrates its Silver Jubilee this Year. Arrange­
ments are being made to celebrate the occasion with a series of 
events which will include a major Book Fair, Seminars and Pub­
lishing a commemorative volume.

Further information from :-

Professor Mumtaz Ali Anwar,
Chairperson, Conference PapersCommittee, 
International Islamic University,
P.O. Box 70, Jalan Sulan 46700 
Petaling Jaya, Selanger Darul 
Ehsan, Malaysia.
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6f)6B)3 Q u r r ( p p $ L L I  LD Lp68)603  

3  6 $  68) p  68)63  0  Lp p  68) p  3  3 6 15)

p i f G L D p  $  FJ3 611 LSf-p p ]  63  6 3 3 FT.

3 6 S ) 6 8 ) p p p ] 6 8 ) p i l S ) < b  68)611 G uiT68Tp

6J68) 68TUJ (p  Lp p  68)p 3  6ff) 68T S_6TT

<Spp  p  60 3  68)63 (°£)6STib 3 6 8 3 ®

2 S S 3  (3j 61S) p  p 6p ] LD , <3i 611 FT 3  63

61163  rf 611 p p  3  FT68T (3^ Lp 68) 60 LLj LD

6JfT) U ® p $ 5 l 3  Q 3 3 ® p p 6 p ]  lb  £ g )68T 

n l̂ ILI 68) LD ILI 3  p Q p 3 6 8 T p 3 (3 ,’b .

<9> <o5) <3> <55 G YT- <95 (o?D <5> <oD 6TT<35
G 3 lL u ® 6pl LD , 611FT&U U & ll6p }lb

& ) p U 6 i i iT 3 < § r p 3 ( p  ^ r f e i i L D

<3 l$£ \3LD 3 (3 ,b . ^68)611  & )p]6ilFT3F^fp3(p  

LD§>) Lp 3  ff)68) 111 ^ 6 r H  ill u p ]  I— 68T,

cS>/ 611 FT 3  6ftl 68T 3  p  U  68) 68T 68) LU LL/ LD

p]J688TLp 6)5)®  &>}68Tp68T. § )p ]6 lllf3 6 fT  

p 3 L D  6t S)) FT3  3 6 0  3 (L p p 3 L U p  5,168T

&)(FTj6fy lip 3  3  p  p  3 3  3 6 3 .  ^ p  60 3 60  

<3>]611lf36ffl68T <jyff5)<Sty, LD68TU U 3FBK3), 

Q'LD 3 l£) UJ 3 FT) p  <si) <3^5)1111681611 p if)l68)68T 

6 )5 l(p p  j§) Q  3  lil 611 p ]  6 0 3 & IU J

3 3 p p 3 3 3 6 lf il6 8 T  (LpbSilU J U688fllLJ3(3)b .

60 FBI 68)3  ll5) 60 S ) p j 6 U 3

6 0 3  UJ 611 if) 68) 3  ll5) 60

( p L p p  6S)p 3F§ 3 )3  3  368T U 6 0  £|)6 0 3  £ ) -  

ULIFBI3 6 3  Q 61165)611 p p ] 6363  G u 3 & f)6 p jb ,  

6T68) 68T UJ 603§?)U J 6116333& ) LLJ L-68T
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gu p  p  <sp u  lS) lL ®i (3 is rr & ld -
G u r r g i ,  *£ ig s >gu  * s j S f l3 ib

G U G 3 3 S S ) UJ GS) l_IL/Sl5)s0 STD SO GTGSrQp

3,pG 03ib.

GTGsflGSp LD fgfi 3rf GU GS) [J u5) GO

G lg u e/Hg u [5 3, S lp jG u  3 3  3  3GST ^ i B i p

&> <o2T) 65 <9> <o2T) GfT

1, [53GL-3UJ-3 3GS>3i3GfT
2, $& f <Q (LQ 33lh l3G S)G 33 3s,pjUG S)GU

3, S lg f if lp S  3 gs)3 ,3 gtt

4 ,  <sp(3rj § jg6Igo (tpLo
QuD3Lfi)3GfflG0iLD3GST 3 G si^ 3 G rr

5, i3 p  G)LD3L£l3GfrlGSl(TTj$3pib Q u m ifi 
Q u iu f r u n &  Q 3 U J u iu Q u p p G S > G U

GTGST G U (3,3 3 G 0  3 LD . S p j G U lf -  

&(<ofTj& <9> ITG$T <3~* <9> G&) GfT GTf/_̂) ffi/ LD

(L p iu p Su S lG O  ft- Q u i L l -  g u 3 3 î gtt 3,. 

31 GS) JJ fhJ 3  LD , STGST . 3  GSST(Lp 3  gS) fhJ 3  GST, 
r5GU3GS)uj>fr G&rr. T5i— !j3®o3, 3 .  £3). 65. 
3 $ 3 ,3 G U 3 lB  , LD3GYVI_IT S iG U g6 Itil65LD,
LD gjrnb  , gto. gtld. gj. *sjlBgst, gtS. stlo.
(L p 2 ^ p $G ST , LDUfflGOrOl 3s,l_G V  3,.

3 gst3 ij$  Sflgstld ^ H S lG iu m t

(3,lff)UlSh— 3 > g ,3 3  G U 33G 33G u if.

p 3 Q i_ 3 U f . 3  3GS)^,3G fT LD 33G ff)G si 

GU31U G  LD 3  L^l 3  3 G S)£53G 33G S I

r 5 3 G i_ 3 t p 3  3 g s)3>3G tt l d ^ l d ,

GU 33 , 3 ,3  LD G  LJ IT GST p  GUT GU fp flffl GST

3  3  (J GSST LD 3 3 3 ,  G g & g  6$ rf) (&}&) G& i&LD  

U IJ gS IgST. 3  ITGV U  G u  ITS, S )  GO ££)GS)GU 

§f) if) LJ LDGS) L_$ 3 , GST. GTGsflGSJLb £g) GU if) Sf)

Gsfl g s > i_G  uj S g v  Q u r r & ij u

U  GSST LJ3GS) GfT3  3  3 G SSr(Lp u p S lG ST p ^ ].

£§)/ 56) [5  rrG  /_ i t  u p S  3 g s > ^ , 3 g s ) G 3 3

S  rpj gu rf 3  ld  u i p $ 3 j  ^ jG S T L jp

G  GU GSST (J) LD ST GST IT) G lT ,3 3  (3,l_GST 

^jGVfhJ GS)3 ll51 GO ‘ ' Q 3,G S[G S[3gS1 IJ3LDGSI 

3 gs) ^ 3 gtt, *sj gu  it  [5 £51 3  3 G S )^ 3 G rr ,

SgpG U 33 (SflfllU  *p p S u J

p 3 (S i^ 3 L q .3 3 G S )^ 3 G fT  G lt53(3) Sf) I, 2  

*^ S u J G S T  G) GU Gift GU $ 3 J  GfT GTTGST.

S  3jJ GU 3  3  Gffl GST LDGSrSflGU

LD S) Lp 3  S  GS) UJ ILj LD , *p jipLD 3G ST

U  Sf) GS) GU UJ LD GJ p  LJ (Jf)3, &J LD U  G m  L/ 
5<s rBrrGL^rTUf.<£ aG8)&>a(Q[jja(gy 

2 -G m ® .  G  LD GVI LD S )^ ]G U IT  &Gf?lGST

Q  ld  rrLfl uj rrro p  gid gd il/ ld  , < 3 1 $  Gy

ITj]L-LJ3)GB)&)lLllb G)S)QTjgtgl QsiUUJGUGDGV

f5 irG l_ITU}-<9i<9iG5)&)<9iGb G  LjDGLtG  LDGp] LD

Q gU g/tI gU Q ^^G V  GST tfil UJ

GS)LDUJIT^Q^rTGST TT)rT(&jLb. 

fi^QDUJlLjLD <sp(Lp<3i<̂ iiĵ <ss)<srriLiLb 

<9sl f£J U  65) GU : ~ !§ &>) 3, G&) GfT UJ LD ,

Gf)(Lp<9i <95/i/ <5 GS) GfT UJ LD &) £ ]  GU if <35 GfT

<95/065 G gUGSST (J) LD j^tBG VTTG V

£g) /g G 15 rT& 0  L-GST GT(Lp rf,&,G$)GuGuJ

“  UTTGCTT /§̂ )65 65S31̂ 65(Sy5Zjb ,
§)g)]GuriraarTGisT /̂r̂ 65<*65S5)̂  65(ŝ ld” 

LD .3 r (L p 3  Gp fp rgj GS) LD, S^^G lS) 

Q s i U  UJ LD UGSSTLJ UJGST GU IT) ffilGST

(Lpg,& lU J3 ) 3tiGU'3>G$)3, ‘ ‘ 3  TTGST G  ff) TTGST

GT GST 65 (5<95 /_11  3, TTILJ ’ ’ GTGS)I LD

3 G S )3 ,G U I^ gS 1(SD tfiLQJGU IT& (3j

*3j G?fl3)3i]GfT GfT TUT GT GST.

3Gssr(Lp&GiS)r5J&Gsr. g i B i l p qjjgo

G  u  rr lL  Lp u5l gv (Lp gG V  u  if) g s> 3 ulj ld

Q u ip r o g l  GT GST L I 3,1 (3,(f)\U

L5)i_g£& &Qt5rTGSTrprT(3jLb.

<3US$)g><3U5TT: - §\3>§fl!J3
c® <5ff) 65 <95 <ofT /5 (ôT) 65 c® OT) <syr ^ C5
LJ 3tf GS) LD UJ 3  GST 2_ GV 3  £  §?) TQ (3j

*31GS)fp>3> 3 J 3  Q3GD&>)GSTip 3,GSTGS)LDUJ -

gs) i_u jg st. f f iip r sg  & }£$5)ij& 3G S)J5& G rr

(gj Lp [5 GS)3> 65̂ 5 650 LD t£) Lp 3  &) GS) UJ

*31 Gffl LJ U&jj l_GST, gS) UJ U  GS) U  LLJ LD

*31 Gff) 65 S i  GST TT) GST. GTGSTGV3LD. £§)/565
3>GS)3> M  <SU3GfflGV, &) g  Gfl IJThJ 65 (SHJ 3, (65

(L p s S lU J  l_LD Gffl<3, 3  L I L I (J) GU3^l_SW,
3GS)3)US\GST G u 3 3 G S )3 U JL D  656565
3v,ipU J (Lp GS) tT) uSi GV &) 3, ff>\ !J [hi 3  GfT 

*31 GS) LD f)3p GfT GfT GST GTGSTGOTTLD.

^jG V IhJ GS)3u5)GV GT (Lp [fj 3J GfT GfT 

$Fl3)§>IIJ3 3 GS)3j3GfT LE\3G )Jlb (3)GS)IT)GlJ 

GTGSTGip 3 s, ip GO 3  LD . ^ I J  LD U  3, Gfl GV 

“ l_ m f3 G ST ”  GTGSTGSULD §)3,@ ?I[J33G S)3) 

G lSpG 33rf)uSlG V  G) GU Gffl UJ /T® UJ 3^ . 
^3,GS)GST3) Q3>[TL_ifi53p ‘ ‘ (1)GU(SgGsflGST 

GS)LD[j)3)GST, g3 [J 3 ^ \ gS tJGST ”  UJGST

r5 L L 3 3 >§fl[TLDrTLDrT GTGSTGSilLD fflp jG U IT  

3(Gfj ff) GS)3 uSl GV QGUGf[)UJ3S)GST.

^ uS IgS)! LD rtjfTGpl C ^g6 )gV Q  GU Gffl GU [5 65 

§ )3 > $ fJ 3  3GS)3)3GfT l £ i3 3  (3jGS)tpGU 3(3fLD 

‘ ‘ *%pGS)LD g^GTTGU TT3GST, $ [0 1 3 3 3 ,

$1 GS) GST Gif 65 GfT, [5 GO GO (Jfi ̂  SO
^ ^ iujgstGgu njnGpicnjGiSlGO G cug/Hgutb̂  
Gplflqij ffl$$£llJ3 65S5)6565 GTT3(^LX>.

£fl [Ql GU IT 3  GfT Q u / f lg lL D  gS Iq^LD  lSI 

GU 3 ^ 1 3  S i  GIST p  “ Lq.GSTUf.GST”  GTGSTGSilLD 

*%1,rhJ S g0 3 S I $ ^ I [ T 3  3 G S )J53G 3

G u 3 gst gu  3  lSI l^ I Gpi ld  Q g u g R Igu  U

G gUGSST® LD.

(Lp u j Q  LD IT Lf) & Glftl GVI LD 3  GST

SlnpjGurT &6s>&)<9,(srr
S lp jG U  3  3 1 ^ 3 ( 3 ,  S lrp j LU J3U J3) 

^ I gS I(T ^ $ G ^  QLD3L^l3GlfrlG0 *^ 3 G U $ G S )^  

GU G 333  (3jL£> G p 3 3 (3 }L -.G Sr,G h fb G u 3 3 tf  

(Lp Lh Q  LD 3Lfl 3  Gffl Gpl LD 3 GST( Sl[hJ3G3LX>, 

£5lS I Lf) * ^ 3 1  S  GOLD )  rfpj GV 3  G3

g^jGDfhJ G S )3 u5 IgO Q gU g/tI gU /765
Q ^ 3 l — [hlSujG fTG3GST. GU IT) [QJ GfT

“  *%f,GS) LD UJ LD (LpUJGpjLD ”  “ Sin fl UJ

3 3 $  p 3 U f . ”  UJGST (3j iff) LJ lS) t_$  -

65(3}f53>GS)GU. f^GUjpifflGO 33GSSTULiQflLD

GU GSST GSST u ‘ LJ l_ Ihl’ 3  (<SfTj l£>’

S I  [QJ GU 3  3  GS) G365 3  GU [T 3  3s, Uf. UJ

(LpGS>puS)GO *SP GS) LD $  3fJ GfT G3 GST. (gfjGSlGU 

G u 3 G ST tp  IJjffGV 3  GfT S )  [Tp GU 3  3  GfT) GST 

Q  LD 3Lfil UJ - iff) G)5) GS) GST G)Sl 0  3, §f)

G )31U  GU3p L GST, LS)/r$)(o) <5/7-0
3(Lp&j3UJ3)&flGST UGSSTU3ll.UpGS)GSTUJLD  

*31GU33GTT *S>1 ffil $  3tf Q 3  3G 3G 3  

2 -3 , GLjS) GIST fT) GST GT GST GO 3 lb .

lSI p Q  LD 3 L ^ 3  Gfi) gSI (IT) $  3tf Q lD 3 L f )  

G) L I UJ IT L i LJ 3  G ) 3 U J U J u Q u p p  S lp jG U lf  

3GS)3>3 G T T S lg p G U IT  $jG 03S\U JLD 3G ST3J  

GUG3IT3&)ujGS)l— G U 3,p(3j lS lp Q L D 3 lJ f)  

3  off) GVI G3 G3 SI p j  GU 3  3G S>3,3G S)G 3

Q L D 3 L ^ I ( o ) u U J 3 U  L J 3  Q 3 U J3 ,G 0

*31GUS)UJLD3GST Q d ) 3GSTp3(3) LD. ^ 3 , GST 

(LpGOLD S£0 3(Lp3,3UJ3)§flGST 3GS)G03GfT, 

U  L p 3  3  GU Lp3  3  nil 3  GfT

G> U  3  GST p G U  if) GS) p  U  lSI iff) Q  3, 3  0
3 ( ip 3 ) 3 U J $  SflGSTIT Qgrf lfT jg]

G)3  3 GfTG3G1J lb  (LpLq SlG ST p g ]

Q $ 3L-([7) lb
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gd©©3©a33o^06a3 0©@a©f S3 
3d. 3. 0@©3£5i ®©©30 q®©60, @£d.3. 
@aJ®<;a, 0a©3 q go3, SB '.d .qQ . 
©2€&£§©© Qi& g8& ) gd©©3©@S^<d 
©€)9©3©£d ©dOa ©6© ©^. 0O 
<3®©60 5)(^(gz© 8qrQz%&[@CD&f a ^  
So©©, @Q®g 0^© goisa© qo© 
©€&©30£sf q @dd]@qSba SĜ OŜ )53©@d 
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LIBRARY & INFORMATION SECTOR STUDY
RECOMMENDATIONS

Herewith we reproduce the recommendations of the Library & Information 
Sector Study which forms a part of the Sri Lanka Books & Information Sector 
Study conducted by a team of national & international experts in 1994. The 
study which was funded by the World Bank wps carried out at the request of the 
Ministry of Education & Higher Education.

This report has identified a number of 
deficiencies within the library sector in Sri 
Lanka. Recommendations to address and 
meet these challenges follow.

Human Resource Development 
in the Library and Information 

Sector

As human resource development is the 
most urgent and important ingredient in the 
development of all types of library serv­
ices, it is vital to embark on an innovative 
and coordinated human resource develop­
ment programme for the Library and In­
formation sector. It is recommended that 
the following initiatives be undertaken :

Human Resource Survey

The Sri Lanka National Library Serv­
ices Board should conduct a survey in con­
sultation with the Ministry of Policy Plan­
ning, to assess the human resources re­
quired for the Library and Information sec­
tor in the next decade. This study will iden­
tify the level of training and the job require­
ments in different library sectors. Based on 
the results of the survey, the various train­
ing institutions would plan their pro­
grammes. The SLNLSB will coordinate the 
implementation of the programmes.

Establishment of Institute of 
Library and Information Studies

It has been proposed that the Institute 
of Library and Information Studies be an 
officially recognized institution with all 
necessary facilities for different types of 
training and educational programmes. The 
Institute should be affiliated with a Uni­
versity once it has been established, to en­

sure that instruction and library and infor­
mation studies programmes are conducted 
at both the undergraduate and post - gradu­
ate levies. The programmes of both the 
Universities of Colombo and Kelaniya 
should be transferred to the new Institute. 
This proposal has been accepted in princi­
ple by the University Grants Commission. 
This report endorses the proposal and urges 
that funding be made available for its im­
plementation.

Training of Teacher Librarians

A comprehensive programme to train 
teacher librarians should be launched. As 
the largest and most important library sec­
tor in the country, the needs of the school 
sector are urgent and special. It is proposed 
that two teacher training colleges introduce 
library and information studies courses. 
Those teachers who intend to be teacher 
librarians will follow this specialization in 
addition to core educational subjects. A 
teacher training college (preferably close 
to Colombo) and a Tamil medium teacher 
training college are suggested as the best 
places to introduce this programme. One 
College of Education should also introduce 
Library and Information Studies as a spe­
cialization within the curriculum. The Na­
tional Institute of Education (NIE) should 
also include library and information stud­
ies in its programme of teacher training. 
Through these programmes a reasonable 
number of trained teacher librarians will 
graduate annually.

Sri Lanka Library Association 
Programme (SLLA)

At present the Sri Lanka Library Asso­
ciation (SLLA) conducts courses to train 
paraprofessional and mid level librarians.

It is recommended that SLLA structure its 
programmes to suit the needs of different 
library sectors; practical training should be 
given high priority. As most of SLLA train­
ees will become librarians of small public 
and departmental libraries, the programme 
should include Management, Public Rela­
tions, Community Services and Audio 
Visual Services, in addition to Library Sci­
ence.

As most of the trainees find it difficult 
to read English material, they rely on the 
notes given by the teaching staff. It is, there­
fore, recommended that SLLA prepare, 
translate and publish appropriate training 
materials in Sinhala and Tamil.

Sri Lanka National Library 
Services Board (SLNLSB)

As the Sri Lanka National Library Serv­
ices Board (SLNLSB) is the lead library 
agency, it should co - ordinate the plan­
ning and implementation of training pro­
grammes, based on a survey of Human 
Resource Development needs. At present 
it conducts short term continuing educa­
tion programmes for public, school, de­
partmental, pirivena and technical college 
librarians. These programmes must be im­
proved and take into consideration the spe­
cial requirements of the different library 
and information sectors.

The SLNLSB should develop a model 
library which can be used for all types of 
training programmes. As the demand for 
skills and experience in audio - visual and 
information technology is great, it should 
also develop an Information Technology 
(IT) training centre for multi - media serv­
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ices. Both trainees and working librarians 
would be given opportunities to visit the 
center and familiarise themselves with the 
equipment and the services that can be pro­
vided to particular user groups.

Library Training programmes 
by Other Institutions

The Ministry of Education (for national 
schools, Teacher Training Colleges, Col­
leges of Education and Pirivenas) , the 
Ministry of Labour Vocational Training 
( for technical colleges), the Ministry of 
Policy Planning through the International 
Training Centre for Rural Leaders (for pub­
lic and community center libraries), and 
Provincial Councils (for school and public 
libraries) are some of the other organisa­
tions which conduct short library training 
programmes, and workshops with the as­
sistance of Sri Lanka National Library 
Services Board. These courses, especially 
those conducted at the provincial and dis­
trict levels, suffer from both the lack of 
trainers and appropriate facilities. The con­
sultants recommend that at least one train­
ing centre (preferably within the Provin­
cial Central Library) be developed to ac­
commodate the training programmes.

-' « School Library Sector

Role of the Ministry of Educa­
tion in the Development of 

School Libraries

The Ministry of Education should de­
velop a clear school library policy in con­
sultation with the NIE and the SLNLSB. It 
should officially recognize the importance 
of the school library in meeting the goals 
and objectives of primary and secondary 
education. The standards for school librar­
ies should be applied according to the sta­
tus of the school (e.g. national' schools - 
supra grade library, 1 AB, lGSchoolS grade 
1 library etc:). A senior official, preferably 
at Deputy Director General level, should 
be assigned the responsibility of school li­
braries and work with the Provincial Coun­
cils in developing the framework and poli­
cies for the school library sector.

Resource Allocation

An annual budget should be designated for 
the purchase of library material according 
to the grade of the library. The Ministry of 
Education should provide this allocation for 
the national schools and Provincial Coun­
cils should provide it for other schools.

Curriculum

Information skills programmes should 
be introduced at primary and secondary 
school levels, as part of the curriculum. 
Information resources in both print and 
audio - visual media should be introduced 
to the student at different levels. These 
skills should be regularly tested in term 
tests, as well as in the national examina­
tions. The main purpose is to develop and 
inculcate library and information skills 
and reading and research habits in the Stu­
dents. Subject to availability of suitable li­
brary collections (see Appendix 6) the NIE 
have expressed an interest in preparing ap- 
propriate curriculum materials.

Teacher Training Programmes

Proper school library training pro­
grammes should be introduced within the 
Institute of Library and Information Stud­
ies. Graduates of these programmes should 
be recognized for their professional quali­
fications and the remuneration, promotion 
opportunities and other benefits of the 
teacher service should be adjusted accord­
ingly.

Removal of Disincentives for 
Teacher Librarians

The disincentives identified in section 
3. 1.1. for working in a school library 
should be removed. The time spent in the 
library as the teacher librarian should be 
counted as part of the teaching load. The 
teacher librarian should be given adequate 
opportunities for classroom teaching as 
well. He /She should be given all the ben­
efits enjoyed by the other teachers, (e.g. 
exam invigilations, paper marking etc.)

Book and other library material should not 
be considered as capital assets. While pro­
viding adequate security measures for ma­
terial in the library is necessary, it should 
be recognized that books are there to be 
used. Every incentive should be given to 
the students and teachers to use their library 
resources. As books and other library ma­
terial deteriorate through usage, it is also 
important for authorities to recognize that 
a percentage of materials should be re­
moved from the collection on an annual 
basis and new materials should be added.

Co - operation

The development of a harmonious re­
lationship between school library and pub­
lic library in the district and divisional ar­
eas should be> encouraged. Professional 
advice and guidance should be obtained 
from the public library, whenever neces­
sary. Resource sharing with the public li­
brary should also be encouraged.

Cader

The cader of school librarians should 
be increased to include all national schools 
and, as resources permits, all 1AB & 1C 
schools.

Professional Library Support

As it is difficult to appoint professional 
librarians to every school, arrangements 
should be made to have one professional 
librarian for a number of area schools to 
provide advice and support to teacher li­
brarians in each school.

Library Assistants

Schools should be encouraged to use 
their own funds to employ, library assist­
ants to help the teacher librarian. Students 
also should be given an'opportunity to be­
come library helpers.

National School Resource 
Centres

All national schools should have re­
source centres, where multi media
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material and equipment, as well as current 
appropriate collections are guided by 
trained staff to support both curriculum and 
general educational goals ( see Appendix 
3)

Type 1 AB, 1C Libraries

Three to five year development schemes 
should be launched to upgrade and renew 
the libraries in those schools which already 
have libraries.

Mini - Libraries

To meet the immediate need of those 
schools which do not have an organized li­
brary, the consultants recommend the in­
troduction of the "mini - lib" (small scale 
school libraries) through a three - year 
programme. Although it is small in size, 
the mini - library will have most of the ba­
sic component of a good library; e.g. refer­
ence material in all three languages, care­
fully selected organized book stock, basic 
A/V material, and furnishings. Two types 
of "mini - libs" are suggested, given the 
differences in school population and the 
number and level of classes within the 
school system. The larger version of the 
"mini - lib" will have a larger collection of 
reference material and a large collection of 
other library material. The programme 
should be launched at the national level and 
co-ordinated at the provincial level to en­
sure that all schools which at present have 
no library facilities are equipped with this 
resource (See Appendix 7 for a fuller de­
scription of this proposal)

Technical College Libraries

It is recommended that the Technical Edu­
cation Division of the Ministry of Labour 
& vocational Training

(1) introduce a library and information 
skills component to the technical 
teacher training curriculum to create 
library awareness among technical 
teachers;

(2) offer all students a basic course on li­
brary and information skills;

(3) develop and apply standards for li­
brary facilities, collections and serv­
ices;

(4) appoint and compensate trained staff;
(5) ensure regular funding for the purchase 

of appropriate library materials.

Libraries in Colleges of Education 
and Teacher Training Colleges

It is recommended that:

(1) all the trainees of these institutions 
should follow a library and informa­
tion skills programme as a part of the 
curriculum;

(2) these institutions should be graded ac­
cording to appropriate standards;

(3) all colleges should develop multi - me­
dia resource centres with full time pro­
fessional librarians

: 'Collection Development and 
Resource Sharing in the Univer­
sity and Research Community 

* < ' Libraries ,

It is recommended that:

(1) present networking activities among 
university and research libraries should, 
be encouraged and supported;

(2) SLNLSB and SLLA should develop a 
framework and standards for resource 
sharing activities, including the use of 
Information Technology;

(3) further study of the possibilities of a 
cordinated collection development 
plan for universities be conducted.

Public Library System

It is recommended that:

(1) the role of public libraries should be 
defined according to the development

goals of the Government;

(2) public libraries should be supported 
with adequate resources and promoted 
as centres for life long learning and 
community information programming;

(3) a nation wide reading promotion cam­
paign should be introduced, based on 
the public libraries; - a reconstituted 
NBDC should combine to promote this 
alongside the SNLSB;

(4) co - operation between the public and 
school libraries should be encouraged;

(5) public library service at the provincial 
level should be legislated and sup­
ported to provide co-ordinated services 
for :

Provincial central library and district- 
central libraries ; 
public libraries; 
community centre libraries.

Library Infrastructure at the 
Provincial Level

At present 95% of school libraries and 
public libraries come under the purview of 
Provincial Councils. It is recommended 
that:

(1) suitable library authorities (e.g. pro­
vincial library boards) and adequate li­
brary legislation be introduced at pro­
vincial level;

(2) needs assessment be carried out to as­
sess the information needs of the citi­
zens of each province;

(3) provincial library authorities be given 
adequate powers and resources to de­
velop school, public and other library 
sectors in their area;

(4) a provincial central library be set up in 
each province (multilateral, bilateral fi­
nancial assistance will be required) ;

Continued P. 23
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(5) co - operative programmes (e.g. acqui­
sition, indexing, conservation, net­
work, resource sharing) be initiated at 
provincial level.

The National Resource Collection 
and National Services

It is recommended that:

(1) the urgent attention of the government 
be given to the preservation and 
organisation of the national collection 
which is now housed in different insti­
tutions. (National Museum, National 
Archives, Royal Asiatic Society SL 
Brandh* etc.) ;

(2) conservation, preservation and protec­
tion of the oldest and largest collection 
at the National Museum be provided. 
This is a major restoration task requir­
ing either substantial local finance or 
the assistance of an outside agency. A 
national commission should be ap­
pointed to study this problem as soon 
as possible.

(3) new legislation be passed so that the 
National Library and the SLNLSB 
meet present day needs and accomplish 
their role as the leading library agency 
in Sri Lanka :

(4) the National Library be given all nec­
essary support and facilities to be the 
primary organisation of the Sri Lankan 
Library field. The present lack of sen­
ior staff at the National Library is rea­
son for concern and the vacancies must 
be filled.
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oudheid, Leven en bedrijf van koning 
Emmanuel van Portugal, Nieuwe bezitting 
van de Caab de Goede Hoop, Psalmboek, 
Scholen de Joden, Theologie praktika, 
Wederlegging van de zeekunst
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