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LET US RE-BUILD THE JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY

"The beauty of a village without a temple is vain" says an old pfoverb. "The knowledge of a village without a library
is vain" says the learned. :

It is appropriate to give thought about the once famous Jaffna public Library at a time when the present Government
has initiated the "Village to village the Universal Knowledge" Plan to establish 5000 libraries throughout the country through
the National Youth Services Council.

In the 1837 the European community started a small library in Jaffna for their personal needs. Afterwards in 1933,
several intellectuals associated and organised a library called "Kala Nilayam". By the year 1934, a public library with about
844 publications was established. As the library grew bigger and bigger, it was shifted from place to place to accommodate
the resources.

In 1953, alibrary committee was formed including the then Rector of the Jaffna St. Patrics College, Rev. Father Long.
Sufficient fund was raised by organising cultural events with the help of the artists brought down from India and by
organising fun fairs (carnivals).

Professor S.R Ranganathan the well known expert in the field of Library Science was invited to plan for az library
with international standards. Mr. K.S.Narasimhan, an Architect who is famous for Dravidian Architecture was brought
down from India to draw the plan for the library building.

The construction work was started on the 29 th of March 1953 and a section was opened to the public in 1959. Later,
children's section too was established.

The main collection in 1933 consisted of the rare book and ola leaves collection donated by a wellwisher named Mr.
Chellappah and others. In 1981, this reservoir of knowledge consisted about 97,000 valuable books, newspapers, and
periodicals in its custody.

On the Ist of June 1981, this library which was one of the most renowned libraries in Asia, and which was built up by the
goodwill of the public, was destroyed by the fire set by some insane human beings, which brought tears in the eyes of those
who really know the value of the library. It is noteworthy to mention here that the founder of the Jaffna Public Library Rev.
Fr. Long died of heart attack on hearing of this shocking news.

In 1982, attempts were made to re -build the library, however due to the war it did not materialise and now what
remains is the structure with numerous holes. ’

After 15 years, it is appreciable that the present government has planned to rebuild the Jaffna Public Library. A
beautiful building may be constructed: thousands of books may be collected, but it is crystal clear that the rare and priceless
manuscripts and books which were turned into ashes cannot be replaced.

One thing can be done. Those individuals and lovers of books, who have experienced the uncertainty of life, and who
were able to protect and preserve their personal collections amids the pressures of war, could donate them for the common
weath to the Acquisition team which is appointed to acquire books for the Jaffna Public Library. Those who do not like
to part with their rare collections, can give photo copies. This help is superior to any financial assistance that we could

think of.

Special Editor
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THE PROPOSED MINI LIBRARY PROJECT

Upali Amarasiri
Director

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

The mini-lib or'mini-library’ project
proposal is one of the many multi-faceted
proposals which are being discussed at
present under the proposed school library
development project in Sri Lanka. The lack
of Libary facilities in schools and insuffi-
cient attention paid to general reading have
been cited as major factors which led to the
deterioration of the'education system in the
country.

Itis no secret that both library facili-
ties and reading habit development
programmes received very little or no at-
tention during the last few decades. The
common belief of educationists and educa-
tional Planners was, Thatonce the education
system is improved by providing the neces-
sary institutional mechanism and trained
manpower with adequate welfare meas-
ures, eg. free text books, free mid day meal
and free uniforms, everything else will fall
into place. The necessity to give special
attention to libraries and reading promotion
programmes have never been recognised.
As all of us are presently aware this has
proved to be a costly mistake.

All of us are familiar with the present
situation in universities and other higher
educational institutions, where one can find
the best products of our school system. The
dependency of students in these institutions
onlecture notes without using library facili-
ties has been repeatedly pointed out. On the
other hand universities themselves, are not
prepared to take the blame for this turn of
events . The common response is that they
get crooked plants' and that it is too late for
them to straighten them at the university
level. Whoever is to be blamed for this, it
isthe country which suffers eventually. We
have already come down to the 5th position
in litefacy rate in the Asian region. Of
course we have not gone down in our lit-
eracy rate but the other countries specially
the Asian tigers have increased their lit-
eracy rate at a tremendous speed. Itis also
pertinent to point out the qualitative differ-
ence as well. The 'functional literacy rate'

in Sri Lauka is believed to be much lower
than the figure indicated as the literacy rate.
Recently a leading sociologist in the coun-
try has pointed out that only 6 per centof the
students, both in the school system and the
university system, do any reading. This
speaks volumes on our egducation which
was once regarded as exernplary.

As mentioned earlier the' mini-li-
brary' proposal is one of the series of
proposals generated by the Sri Lanka Book
and Information Sector study programme.
These proposals have been further refined
by the Book Sector Study Steering Com-
mittee of the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education. It has been proposed to
setup mini libraries along with fully fledged
school libraries called resource centres.
Mini libraries are generally expected to be
set up in small schools and at the less
developed or disadvantaged schools.

Itis proposed to introduce three types
of mini libraries into our school system.
The mini library type A and type B consist
of small but well selected book stocks with
basic library furniture. The difference be-
tween the two types is the size of the library.
Mini library type C is basically a book box
In our opinion any Small a less developed
school can have a mini Library, without
much difficulties. A separate building is
not needed to house a mini Library. Either
aclassroom, a corner of the school building
or a part of the school office is sufficient to
accommodate it. ’

The goals and objectives of the mini
library project has been clearly explainedin
the Library and Information Sector Report
of the Sri Lanka Books and Information
Sector Study. They are;

"to develop the library as a centre of learning and
information within the School

"to encourage the development of reading habits,
information skill and the promotion of functional
literacy in the gathering, processing and applica-
tion/use of information in various forms and from
arange of sources

to develop expertise among teachers in recognis-
ing the value of information in supporting the
educational and curricular aims of schools

to stimulate a sense of curiosity an enjoyment

through independent reading

to supply a set of reference materials in English,

Sinhala and Tamil for the use of teachers and

pupils.

to provide for the systematic replenishing of the
supplementary reading materials over athree year

cycle

to deliver a programme which is attractive, sus-
tainable, durable, secure and appropriate (o the

needs of pupilandteachersatareasonable cost......"

Through the resource centre and the
mini Jibrary programme the entire student
population in Sri Lanka will have access to
extra reading material. The present sce-
nario of one book for one subject will
definitely change. If we can handle this
programme with great care, most of the
drawbacks of our education system will
disappear with time.

The success of the mini library
project will depend on the successful im-
plementation of the total library package.
Piecemeal implementation will not yield
the desired results. In order to develop the
necessary human resources for the library
project it is proposed to establish a institute
of library and information studies and also
to introduce the subject in the curriculum of
selected teacher training colleges and col-

leges of education. This will ensure the

availability of professional librarians and
teacher librarians to run the school librar-
ies.  The other important factor is the
maintenance of the library project. The
book stock of library has to be replenished
periodically. Library furniture, equipment,
etc will need proper care and maintenance.
For all these, resources should be allocated
regularly in the annual budget.

8
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As suggested the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education should appoint a
senior officer to be in charge of school
libraries. Presently a programme has been
launched to establish library boards at pro-
vincial level. The National Institute of
Education and the National Library Serv-
ices Board should be closely involved in
this project. The institutional mechanism
should work in close co- operation at vari-
ous levels to obtain the desired results.

The reading campaign both at school
level and national level should go hand in
hand wiht the library project.

All these and the other proposals of
the library project should be implemented
in to. As indicated earlier partial imple-
mentation of the proposals or handling the
library development projectin ahalf hearted
manner will run the risk of failure. The best
exampleisthe SiyawasaLibrary programme
of 1969. The programme was started with
great enthusiasm but it faded away within a
few years. in the same way we may be able
to set up resource centres and mini ltbraries
all over the country possibly with outside
assistance. This is no doubtimportant. But
it is equally or more important to provide
other support services and facilities in order
to sustain the programme in the long run.
Resource centres, mini libraries, informa-
tion skill programmes, library period in the
school time table, training programmes for
librarians, reading promotion campaign and
otherrelevantconcepts and activities should
_be properly implanted in our educational
framework. Due recognition should be
given to these activities as one of the core
programmes of education system.

As’indicated successful school li-
brary development programmes will depend
on a number of factors. Besides the total
dedication at political and institutional lev-
elsitrequires enormous financialand human
resources. A number of institutions and
organisations both at national and provin-
cial levels will have to work in close Co-
operation to achieve desired results. Itis no
doubt a gigantic task. But every cent we
spend on this project will undoubtedly help
our future generation and the country at

large.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending Bibliographical, Union

- Catalogue, Referral, Referral, Reprographic etc. Institutional membership

facilities are available.

Collections:

*

Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, 'Dictionaries, Year books, Maps
and a collection of Rare books 2

Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhalese, Tamul, English and
International Newspapers

Periodicals

National

International News Magazines
Science and Technology Collection
Library Science Collection
UNESCO Collection

Collection of Ola Leaves

A large collection of Books on Economics, Political Science, Social
Science, Religion, Linguistics, Literature, Geography, History, Art,
Music, Sports etc.

(CD -ROM) facilities for 'Science Citation Index' Libfary & Information
Science Abstracts (LISA PLUS) "HORTCD" and Current Contents on
Diskette

The Reader Services Division of the National Library iS opén from

Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

" For further details, Please contact: Head

Reader Services Division,
National Library of
Sri Lanka,

14, Independence Avenue
Colombo 07.

Tele : 685199, 698847 Fax: 685201
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HFaIGV QUGG GYLDMIFGLDLILY

6T GOT . W. wrum

dysmer mresT

FTaUGHF BALULTFGT (LPETIDSH/ [BleNGUILILD

FEaI6 UMW GIDGITLIG) [§/TCVS b FET, 6 GoT
e i &6, SHa Bavewk seT CUITGTD (LpFeT
Benevw ki Fenerm (Agencies) GV TLITLL &mi&arflel LpeULD
P E AT &G PTWLLUILTSGD, §F6T GBT&ESLD
QUITHUTETRST(H HL L FSF G\FwDL®BSSHI0STGLD.

PUh SHUG QUGG S H6) LIGToU (LD I LDF M F6T
é/l_/Z;J@L'D:

(1) @ QBT FHUG (LpFHaIT HEmeUIL RI&e(Information
Agencies). @eweu euemevw GHeaT (Lpewer Henm (Nodal

Points) GTGoTLILI(RILD.

(11)euemeviL & HET  (LPGH G 66N
@F_’:SNL__I'TgL_ &0 (Communication media)

&R (1 B Few 63T & (GLD

111) QuTgeures@&T(h GF WML L 1D (Common Programme)

Gupmplw qpeT m YLD F HFE U LD
afleuMliLGaTpevd  BILD  SHFUW UV & HeoT
ST LOUTGHET Y MIWGVTLD. R(F SFHEUG QUGG & HGoT
QewpdHper . Yger (poeaTsaliar LG HayiD,
QarLiyl ssHar Hpefeyn, QuUTH SIS L G Her
LWETUTL 19 Q/IDGTET  HE AW eTars).

(P SDFEH &FHeUGV QUMW (LpeweeT H6i GlGafal T
-@erhgmeuriiuL. Gaser(Hb. a6V &HG 6TV
G&HETHIFET U6 T W ML SEITLPGULD (3 D(LPGHGIT FenarT &
QgMlay QFiweTd. QRF MW SH) LI6Te(H LD
damws Ga&TRSE@HT RETH] IJYONE IHS5DSG
GupuLL s GEHFTEHE YL k&S5 BID.

(<9) L;imﬁ?u??ujc;i) Fripgsmeal (Fraulss, AgmpHw,
Capdlw, wrFHmewr YLy e ulevresTana)

(@) Qumrmer sFTibgsees (Plalwew, Lo(h sE /e,
afeugmun, QST IHDM/ED LY LILGHL UI6VT6Teme .)

() BmieueT kisen &TiTHS6 (I JFTHRIFLD, 2 6TeabT
LAWLGT DD, LMSFMOVESLPSFID < Fweu ppesr
919 L1Lien L i arenad)

@QgrLTumLafer wpevG $FHeaie auemavll & HeT
Qewpur® BFPADS. QUGG  (LPGOGIT & (@
sHAewLulevner QSTLALUTLQEGF, GFLpedD&HaT,
aflglgar, Buwmser, BTl QsaT Y Hwer
&Jeoewar G m HlewT P .

- Qghley GFLwWLILED.

R (H U@ S F ey ar % & & eVl &) L) |
246 GuT I FGHesT FLD. (3L 0T HDSBDGLD LMD D&HDGLD
QerLiurLe YSFHuwneudlwwrgw. AY$5CSHTL
furLefler  Fpewwrer Qusssens  Lerel (s

wewpsaflaTTey GUDSHm (B ID.

leuemeuil S ST [HLGULY FENFHFENGT GQRET MIGHET LI LI $ DG
o0 wHu yowi Poousos  Ppe; s

el Lmgern, QFuSgsTengHen GUmeTn Q&TLTUTL 6V
61| FHIFENET 6TDHU(H & H6V.

11.@QgrLTunL g GsTer alHLpenasmarsd 6% &S %56

(Qeuweopsar, eflsrligser, Blwwm saT

@OIUCBU@Fer GUTeTDEna)

UG GUGIGUWEFET HIOG [(FLGUL) FOFFaT

POPSUURS GUSY STam G Slu
Baneuw Qo eirenet 6 PLI(h&HF GQFTaTel Hev I h/FneviD

X

s farper. Ho Caumarsafley Y eaiewr eSS
UMW LPaeTQU TGN WEHW (LPFeUT W DT &S
@wsHw (pHer  Hewevusid
oG RBHUPFULUBSHID  Blevevw b
auemew SHear smhwmewwrsaiw (Secretariat) @ wm@tb.

RT RBHULSULBSHID Fewd e S Fesr

BLGUL GMEF®aTSH FSLOUUBSHUCHTEH  HeuTHT
G HaYID 36U DT GLD. Guoayp  GWIT g6 meT
Crrssmsmer IYMLUSDEG THUTE PISTL LY

FeenujLb, Huw ok FemaTuld SWThSE SFU) (LPGHGT &6l
Y BCHTHEEFMAT  QF U KSTHGTAUT 616 LIGH U LD

e sreflss Geuenr(HLD.

R WPFULBHS S/ Bevev woraTPlevevt sail &g
R HFG UMW FL ALY FME FaT Y DMLILIBSE/LD
GwQarearParme  (Steering committee) s GUL®
& & & (HILD. @s@waled FLUBSUILLL 6L
wpevewsafler 197 HBHsen  YmFSH oD HILIT.
FTWW SUDTG
Berunieneuayid, Frsmewrajb @ &@upaleT onl L mise
PILLIEEICTRE
owg Flear g Homem &@par

UMMW LI F S SH®ET

@eeurn UFMUVTEFSLULL $F6a
Rerm  Guaer

Sedomic gOaIB 17/2 1996 qedE - &8

i1

& &6 6V,



GLLMEE@HSHDLLUULLETNS FV e
BLOILY E@EFF@ENL UTHESEF QU LT FFemeu Fan
G&HTHMICUSTEGLD. Q& salg @B eumew
et &ehd A uleorar @& mL ML aler
geTe U D Hpeyb Rf &7 G eevT el &S LD
@'ey a6 GMPLUTH ST @LOaT6o T O L 6T Lq UWTF
IeusnesiiGs Bt sHsFEaueT (.

RUHUPFLILIBISH/D  [BHeOGW LTS  GR(haUemaiL
woarows (sTHH@sTaer wpwig ol &g
ADULGSHID  GUPPaITET PevaT S &S
Q&FTeTeuGsH GUIT(FSSLTET (LPEDIUITGLD.

FFUQN VWS Fler CHTS Fm Faar
QDL USDEG QSTLALTLG)FFTET 29TL & M FHET

@ serLpevBin
ugnwfgs NG S 2

RUPEI SOOI G oUW DTGLD.
QaTiUTL_eeL

Q\F 1w (LpLg-uj LD

e (Lpewert Fafler LT SBdsen Fwwrss

. (hieu & 60T (ymij QUGG & FGT  [HL 6L L FE0 & HeN 6T
Beruniemauflej, seluul L easullgy,
Cup Qasmei eru U@L
wHufEH QFswwejtd,

QewpSL L mFemer LTHPWDWSSHF GCIFTETaT6 LD

QuTgelT&ayLd
BL 6L & 6D & F 6D aT

JEeuT(h &G, Qealaury OCFUMISDE 2 LD
awmsuflovrer Yplsossmar 6eaiaflufl®w
(penpuilenaujid  GHFWTET  (LPLYUjID. . aeew

e sallal®hg HYapder dalnss uppw
yerefl alugmsepLerTer 9MF®sFmarls GlLunm
I bepever Fafleir Lmsalibey wHUIEE CFiiwa)b
@pLg-ub.

Cueh FTRVSGH &GS ST Fnl L BIFEET
BLGH G wns el wrsmenPbg GCFTaTena]d
pYUjiD.
QL& Sl UWeTalESESH &FHenalllTGLD. 6F 6o eflev

@eualSOTeT Fnl LBISFET IYPFHSFHWET

sl LmsaflarGurg Qurgener LIgFFeaer
FGTLILIPNISG FESTEVTASE LD, F(1h &/ &HFeOGTLI
ufm & Q& meneara)ib o &/6umul(h &GLD. & 66T nTeT
w@ows - SmLLmsalar BEPFHF GOILIYSF6T
STULUGSSH/ID 6 6WT R F61T T Hafi(BIbD. GUENGVILI &
SmLLBF®T . Y FFIY FLSGFUG LOFe)D
S.arwret &Tilwwmull(hé Gwr ST aUeevil s FleT

BLAII FMFF®ETLI LUDY @ QFWHSSTET upevd

VW (POTFEhHG YPalss pyuy. @F
Qs g sHmaflev euemevi (Lpewes FaT LhBw QF i HFer,
RUAPFLI LRSS Beveowd upPw & Haer,
LPY/ID UOPMWSHDGLULL  FFUW  (LPFeUT
Bevewriser upPiw QFwSFear @b GUDEHFEILD.
@¢ Qeudssnmay uAIHGS suri Qg
QevelliBes DG OFeiD QLT &SLOTGT [BM/6eHT LD

RURPFULRS S/ FEOWIDSTET. FeV QUG M F6iT
Qe dgsrelear YyHAAwiuesdeows &pmy penuiew

9 mFMN&AaTpeT. @ brpeplily QeuGeum(h eUameul
(pemaTujh @ LLET&STeT QUT LI LIF &FDN) @m{ou&?m
gonE G&meren Geuesr(hib.

R (B % & @ 6V 61 6B 6V W LD ugnK s
Sjaraler $TFaINBHBHTOH Y FarLl L6 2 L LIMe; Ferms
IS F & GFTararevrs. @euajl IfeayFer &wasGsu, Muw
RBPSLULMH S Fb Benevw S Fena e pU(BSFH F6\&Tenen
(LpLY-UjLD @55 [Hewew ki FeT LW OTET  (Central)
RHUpFLUBSSID  Hoowws HCearn® Cruywnss
QsrLiurLalled FHUL Gaustr(BHw. @5S alFwmer
R Gl FHFAUGD IS FGTLI LIG) LDTSHTET
VG DTEUL L QUGB FETTSH IS5 & GIFTenen

(pLg-ujib.

/"'@@ Qumper FTAbS MWD, Gmjdw
Sarafevresr Qumper Frrps U 2L L9fe; Faers
Qe sns  3(hEHF&EHmGID. B FHFOFL  HFeU
Gl 6 6V W LD LD GUT L GV GU 6B GV il LD
TG DD Lo G S LI LI(RID . RH  QuUTgaITEr  BH&HLES
Breoaws QFupu®SS5aSDCF R(F HFEUEM GUGHGIL LD
o L T&&ULUBHADS. HYSHMFW BT VLT H6eVH)
Ceuemavs S L GHL ar gé;euci) (LPEOGT &G HLD)
QUGTH FMETL LIS B Q& TeTe &)Lb ufwr P&
Q&EmaTeug/d YeuFLTGD. YeueuTHearCnew $&Hee
wpewevr seflesr Lkl FarfllsLesr ApeDT &L QUITg)
aenh menF GF&MG g F@QFmearer GeauewT(HLD. &&HeUeV
(P& &6eT &b JfeTalleuTer eUeTLIUB S 6 Lph &
Geuawr(hd. YeueuTm GFUIISDEGE GTWWTH &HFeU6)
(pvarF@p CUTHU wers SasFemin GUDDIK K ST
L BB FrSHHWWTGD.

(Zonal network)

QUSTRIGETOIW — HHUG (LD T HeaT
Qe g6 (® Yo pen 2Lial(F Sd QO iw Geuewer iy wg
JuAlwwn@Gd, AUPFSLIFE RMHUPSUUBS S/
Beewm e amGaRTHIL  $FaI6)  Heneuw m Ferfler
BeveT FEHEH JYaupap YIS QFiiel SDSHTET
S misemens QFwmL(hSS5/D. GLOeV/LD 6 (HLPSHLILIBSH/LD
Blevewid SHFUQD W CFewTeTT FEETL
uipm/elF@Gd L mFeenyd Fenl 1L &@GW. HM/LD
<2}, GU GWOT /5] & GO G Uj LD O U & [J GUT /Bl &G 6N 1L, LD
WUTHRGe sDFTeT BAevwujd HrL (Hib.

66T Gau,

SR amws QFwhUTL QT Lpeid R
SEAQ) (LPEOGTUIGT QUGTRI&FET Y6 UMW S He)eTan
TORTW (PORTF@hS G S ReusTul(h s GL .
CemLunlLaaley Q@ @WGHar SFaU6
(peverQurern GUDEFmIGW QUETD UM S Hay anen
GTGUGVIT (LPGWGT &6 S| 6UaTRI &H6rI6s $/1D .l L &H&il(h &@Lb.
@Fsmsw eerm saflar FHAplumes - Uwesr LT®
euanmi safler @ 7119 L1ewLi (Duplication) &7 LILI G (LPGULD
QuUD&SF 19 W STUNH FGLD.
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SLLaarller  Lhg
2 (heumsdsFLILL (b

RH SFAUN QMG LD,
VWG ST NFOFUWTS
QWESILULQTID. UGGV &HGH ST DTG B FEH6nF
Qrwpu®B S &/6uSDE U SHGT HFHaI) (LPEOGIT F6rT
@7 @UUBHL QFWg Q&marer Geuesr iy ull(hFSLD.
UGWF QFWDHLTL LY SHETRNFOFUTFE FVBHS)
Q&TaTaUG/D LIWGT A& STl SHGLD.

aarTFflwem s HTH SNl G FGTEmwGLHS
QS TLTLj&H@HLD, FewsTerf] 5/ LIMIS@HLD SF6IG) QUGHEWF
QEwphUTL 1§60 @ FHW TeTLI LB HET DeT .

NgGss, GCsslw
6® & W merLi L (h L

FTauGsHF, & & 6 GV

6L G GV W B & GIT T 6V 6 6B 6V (L

BLGILY GenF&H@HT Flev  LIGI 6 (h 6 63T 6 T GLD:

() mpGsi&ems: BPwHlig Yowbs GST(H
B L GFair FLD UGGV (LPEHGIT HET 6 GTIT bl HGVGITF
CF s gev

(<) @ Feuey & PRI F6V: [B/ITGOHGTLI(h 6 QeuaflS(B e,
Buwwmsen psalwanemn 3 Tee) alLpm &6

@) wSHw FHIOULIGW: FITOF@HFGD, L6
QauaNfH&@h&G@Uwrer wHHW  HIHUL QW
QareTennsd GCFTGSSW. RUGUT(H UMW
weerujd Srer GFaMa@n BTDOST®E LDD
wsPu psai HoowsIpG APals s

(F) FLIQ&6T: HFI QUMW  (LPGWGI &Farfler
UBRSfULL ST FmiIQw wHHW FL 19 QwTerenn
wHHw e Heneow b QFTGS50. @ HCLTETD
&Ly emwl U FTUGHF SFIG QUGIWME ST

Q&M1&S 5% C&TarHeT De.

(2.) ﬁ&gpéﬁfrw[ﬂ FIT o"l].lﬁ?ﬁgl'_L_m') (Current Awareness)

SFEU® UGV W LI LI TG 6D 6T W ITTT & a6
2 LUBWT&SHDFTSF BF STV B LFFFeT LD
Pyl L eysFrer CFUHESTHMHMOT  SFHaleV
UMW (PMETHET HFmL LTSS SWTNG G
OLYRHIOET IR

(2er) Lifimpoib: Qeueli@Fer, @ 7L 1 Liyls L9y HFer,
sL(peogsafler yewsuurl Ugdser,  uUpe
Qaref B saflar QLT eTL &&L1UG &% Har
yevsuuL g Hser gy Huwe penmL utﬂw‘nﬂaﬁ
@& Tenaney.

(67) 25T & G et FBFM6U: 6 HG RH/FSHLILL (HTar
Qurmmer upPw FFwew GF@aIW MG
(LPEOGST QU LPBIGSHEV. GUGHGVIL! LIT GGG ULl ITGYTIT Ferflour
CauaTHCETAMF®TF FIDUBSLILLL UG

WPoOaTs G RBUSLUUBS F/D. Bl w LD

QSTLITLMIS H6V.

SFQAG  (PFUT a6V W E &aT & LD &/
LITeUenGT W Ma T Feflesr )L ([ LDLI TGOT W LDWI TS - & &1 6V
CoHmausmersd &G FKW  GUGTEIFEET  LOT ST ID

Qesnesr B yigg GC&Fu ey
ST DV GIUGTLIGN & D_GUST IT5&| & 616D 6UGHGVILI G FHEN6NT

F T % S LD T GoT
QG F|F G T 6v0T (BTG 6T .
FOMBS

al@hepTer, @&TiIfeVE/L Lg%
$&H6IVIEEI LD (SLSTINET) 6Terp Quwflev & %&Heuev

Feomeamsuigarer  af@hEhT e S 56D
BITQEBIFET 3 6VEIGN S

UGGV G60 G GA(LPHISLD GG G\ FTewsT(Renane. e henn
RUHPSULRSHID BHeoveoowwrs Feomes alEhehTer,
Q& TIfE/IL LS FFeae Bemewid (SLSTIC) uwmi@GHADS).

Qeomes aieheprer, QSTIHOFRIL LS FFae
Ui % el  (SLSTINET) YewwiLiLjs@Genr  GQum(pen

QY tuei_ulev gparmy 2. Lflejser gpu®SSLuL

" (HGTGTGT. EH6LWITeUGH : afl6U & TiL LD~ AGRINET (@F6u & T W & &%

FQUGMGUGGIW D) &FTHTT aflGHGHT 6T LD-HELLIS (& &7 ST T
@I@HEHTET HK/TVSH UMW ILD) PMILD LHLINFSESm 19 W
F&F-RERINET (Y S INGFFIn 1 1 F &) aaTE Fafleil & &6 6V
6UGMGVIILD) 6T GUT LI GOT 6U IT (GHLD. ‘

SEAUG) GUGMGUILD - Information net work

Wp&FT Baneuw mi&en - Agencies
SQUGTT  HEH QU B FaiT - Documentation Centres
Q&ML F8iFer - Communication media

Ssaumamaw (pemarser - - nodal points

YDDLIUBSHD G - Steering Commitee

SL19 Feil ' - Indexes
B&LPFTGIDF TIT g;;a@;u_ei} - Current Awareness
wEHw HITHUL I W - Union Catalogue
2 FNSGEOGWT [ILUMST - Referral Service
HGweT 6sf]  [BL LI FeiT - Computer Technologies

Zonal network
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THE FUTURE IS NOT PRINT

Nanda P. Wanasundera

Documentation/Information officer

Centre for the study of Human Rights/University of Colombo

Charles Krauthammer, predicting the de-
mise of printing, books, periodicals and
newspapers in the International Herald Trib-
une titled his article but the paper won't
be Paper. It sent shivers of apprehension
down the spine and shock waves through
the brain.

How deplorable if print copy disap-
pears. What can we do, however can we
exist without books, magazines and the
daily news papers as we know them? Even
I who have got tuned off our local dailies
due to paucity of real news and increase in
sensationalist reporting, censorship, poor
English and style of writing: want the news-
papers at least to skim the headlines, search
the obituary notices and enjoy the comic
strips. ' ‘

Newspapers to some are as impor-
tantand life sustaining as the air they breathe,
the water they drink. Some cannot start the
day without the newspaper and others seem
unable to start their work in office without

going through the dailies.

Change, however, is inevitable and
unavoidable. News papers, as is the Ameri-
can habit, will be read via the computer.
The office worker who buys his newspaper
en route to work will not have the comfort
of the newspaper tucked in his pocket or
briefcase. He will need to enter his office,
then Internet, to read the morning news.

Just as clay tablets gave way to pa-
pyrus, sheepskin scrolls to bound books,
illustrated handwritten manuscripts to typed
documents; paper copy may very well be
demised by electronic media. Unthinkable
, unacceptable, unwelcome, but we may

one day soon be reading our magazine or
the newspaper on the computer. A sad day
surely butchange is inevitable. The younger

generation, at least, grasps change and loves

it.

The advantage of newspapers is that
they are familiar and convenient. You can
hold them; fold and place them in pocket or
handbag. You can carry them around, di-
vide and read them on a shared basis; spread
them to cover dirty seats; use them as wrapping pa-
per and as head cover in a sudden shower
and then sell them to make a bit of money.

- Incontrast computers are chunky. It
takes time and bother to get on the Net, time
and bother to find what you are looking for,
time and bother to download. And who can
take the computer to the beach or to bed for
relaxed reading?

Predictions are that the Gutenberg

age is going to end with the 20th century.
First to go will be newspapers, then the
journal, then the book -their paper versions,
that is. They will all find a new life on
screen, on disc and online. Whatis dying is
printing, not writing. Itis the way of trans-
mitting words that will change, not the
words themselves. Pictures and the picto-
rial medium proliferate but will not vanquish
the written word. Writing will survive online and
in other formats. Videos will continue but
videos are reckoned to be 90 percent junk,
mere grist for the senses, and practically
useless for conveying worthwhile ideas.

Sadly however, while text will sur-
vive video, paper will not survive the
computer. As the 21st century begins, text
will leave its old comfortable residence,
paper and go live online.

We traditionalists ostrich our heads
and convince ourselves that newspapers
will go on forever. No, say the futurists.
Judging by all the advances made in elec-
tronics and ever expanding cyberspace,
getting your newspaper delivered online
and not at the door is a virtual reality come
2010

It is appropriate at this juncture to
consider Internet: what it is, how it ap-
peared, what it offers.

"Internet is an amalgamation of inter-re-
lated computer networks permitting
electronic communication on aglobal scale."
It commenced in 1969 as a single U S
network, ARPA Net (the Department of
Defense Advanced Research projects
Agency Network) to allow researchers in
defence related areas to communicate eas-
ily and confidentially with each other.

It was open to the world and soon
enough people were fully in cyberspace,
and surfing Internet, to read or to add to
bulletin boards etc. so, magazines, books
and newspapers are fed into Internet and
read. More and more people read the news-
papers thus. Hence Krauthammer's
cassandra-cry article.

But it won't be smooth sailing, even
then. Just as we have censorship, printing
press breakdowns, power cuts and workers'
strikes to interrupt or delay our daily supply
of newspapers; software is upgraded, hard-
ware replaced resulting in non-publishing
of that day's newspapers. Recently the
electronic mail system of America Online,
the largest commercial online service, with
more than 6 million subscribers, was
knocked out for an hour -when a planned
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upgrading ot system software backfired.
AT&T, the giant communications multina-
tional which entered the consumer Internet
market this year, said it would close its
system for as long as 8 hours every week for
maintenance, affecting more than 100,000
subscribers.

Hurdles That Fall by the
way:Copyright, Censorship,
Libel

Copyright as the Encyclopaedia
Britannica defines it is the "exclusive, le-
gally secured right to publish, reproduce
and sell the matter and from of a literary,
musical, dramatic or artistic work. Copy-
right is designed primarily to protect an
artist, publisher or other owner against any
unauthorised copying of his work and re-
producing it inany material form, Publishing
it, performing it in public, filming it, broad-
casting it, causing it to be distributed to
subscribers or making an adaptation of it."

So there we have aclause relevant to
‘publishing'and distributing a newspaper or
book or magazine via electronic media:
"causing it to be distributed to subscribers".
But who's to catch the supplier, the pur-
veyor of the news to Internet ? Publishers
however, will safeguard themselves from
contravening copyright law but individuals
can, with gay abandon, feed in excerpts or
entire newspapers, journals and book to
Internet and with no acknowledgment of
the source and with no prior permission.

Censorship will not be possible.
Already its a bothersome medusa head that
will soon turn gruesome. Smut is on line;
pornography too; and anyone and everyone
can access it - look, read, drool over and
even download. Governments and reli-
gious bodies may impose censorship but
private suppliers of information and docu-
ments to Internet can cock a snook at
convention and freely feed inanything they
want for all to see.

The days of being charged for libel
are also vanishing fast. How would one sue
a newspaper or magazine columnist/editor
for libel when no paper copy of thelibelious
article is available?

How’s it in Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka has followed other coun-
tries in loosening copyright laws, such that
since February 1996 all formats of informa-

22

tion and knowledge purveyors are taken on
par with paper copy. Thus code of Intellec-
tual property Acts No 52 of 1979 and 30 of
1980 will widen its scope of inclusion of
"Works". Since February this year, no
cases have come up in areas relevant to
copyright infringement, libel, censorship in
our courts of law.

Sri Lanka has a access to Internet,
directly or through the University of
Moratuwa or commercial firms. Some li-
braries, many institutions and a few
individuals access Internet locally. Unlike
developed countries, however, Internet is
not freely and easily available to anyone
and everyone. Here computers are as yet a
luxury. Hence for a considerable time in the
future reading Sri Lanka News on Internet,
surfing websites, perusing bulletin boards
will be limited to those in institutions that
have access to Internet and a couple of
libraries.

Our children, mercifully, are spared
the dangers inherent in the IT drenched life
style of developed countries. The Home
Alone Child is a rarity, if not totally non-
existent in Sri Lanka. The extended family
and availability of domestic help - maids,
cooks and houseboys - ensure that children
ofworking parents return home to someone
in charge. No latchkey - of one's-own child
comes home to sit at a PC and get
cyberspaced and so exposed to what is

unhealthy.

Conclusion

There is a constant surge of new
Internet and web users, thought to be at least
10,000 a day in the U S alone. Unlike the
telephone system which is often govern-
ment controlled or has only a few services
providers, Internet has thousand of inde-
pendent service providers, many of them
amateurs. Jamming and overcrowding in
the network is a hazard, illicit publishing a
crime. Hence, as with everything, getting
your newspapers online has its snags and
merits, disadvantages and advantages, pit-
falls and smooth sailing.

But it surely will catch on and one
day soon the traditional newspaper will be
a thing of the past, a museum piece. Hence
we'd just better prepare ourselves for read-
ing our dailies and weekly newspapers off
the computer!
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In order to provide research articles appearing in
the newspapers, to researchers engaged in different
fields of research, the National Library has compiled the
Sri Lanka Newspaper Article Index in Sinhala, with the
articles appearing in leading Newspapers im the year
1993. The launching of this Index was held at the
National Library Auditorium recently. Media experts,
publishers and invitees participated at this ceremony.
The Chief Guest was the Director General of the Sri
Lanka Broadcasting corporation Mr. Janadasa Pieris
and the first issue was accepted by him. Newspaper
articles appearing in Sinhala, Tamil and English will be
indexed each year, in the future.
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