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LET US RE-BUILD THE JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY
"The beauty of a village without a temple is vain" says an old proverb. "The knowledge of a village without a library 

is vain" says the learned.

It is appropriate to give thought about the once famous Jaffna public Library at a time when the present Government 
has initiated the "Village to village the Universal Knowledge" Plan to establish 5000 libraries throughout the country through 
the National Youth Services Council.

In the 1837 the European community started a small library in Jaffna for their personal needs. Afterwards in 1933, 
several intellectuals associated and organised a library called "KalaNilayam". By the year 1934, a public library with about 
844 publ ications was established. As the library grew bigger and bigger, it was shifted from place to place to accommodate 
the resources.

In 1953, a library committee was formed including the then Rector of the Jaffna St. Patrics College, Rev. Father Long. 
Sufficient fund was raised by organising cultural events with the help of the artists brought down from India and by 
organising fun fairs (carnivals).

Professor S.R Ranganathan the well known expert in the field of Library Science was invited to plan for az library 
with international standards. Mr. K.S.Narasimhan, an Architect who is famous for Dravidian Architecture was brought 
down from India to draw the plan for the library building.

The construction work was started on the 29 th of March 1953 and a section was opened to the public in 1959. Later, 
children's section too was established.

The main collection in 1933 consisted of the rare book and ola leaves collection donated by a well wisher named Mr. 
Chellappah and others. In 1981, this reservoir of knowledge consisted about 97,000 valuable books, newspapers, and 
periodicals in its custody.

On the 1st of June 1981, this library which was one of the most renowned libraries in Asia, and which was built up by the 
goodwill of the public, was destroyed by the fire set by some insane human beings, which brought tears in the eyes of those 
who really know the value of the library. It is noteworthy to mention here that the founder of the Jaffna Public Library Rev. 
Fr. Long died of heart attack on hearing of this shocking news.

In 1982, attempts were made to re -build the library, however due to the war it did not materialise and now what 
remains is the structure with numerous holes.

After 15 years, it is appreciable that the present government has planned to rebuild the Jaffna Public Library. A 
beautiful building may be constructed: thousands of books may be collected, but it is crystal clear that the rare and priceless 
manuscripts and books which were turned into ashes cannot be replaced.

One thing can be done. Those individuals and lovers of books, who have experienced the uncertainty of life, and who 
were able to protect and preserve their personal collections amids the pressures of war, could donate them for the common 
weath to the Acquisition team which is appointed to acquire books for the Jaffna Public Library. Those who do not like 
to part with their rare collections, can give photo copies. This help is superior to any financial assistance that we could 
think of.

Special Editor

v. j
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THE PROPOSED MINI LIBRARY PROJECT
Upali Amarasiri

Director
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 

-A novel experiment in Sri Lanka School Library Sector-

The mini-lib or'mini-library'project 
proposal is one of the many multi-faceted 
proposals which are being discussed at 
present under the proposed school library 
development project in Sri Lanka. The lack 
of Libary facilities in schools and insuffi­
cient attention paid to general reading have 
been cited as major factors which led to the 
deterioration of the education system in the 
country.

It is no secret that both library facili­
ties and read ing  hab it developm en t 
programmes received very little or no at­
tention during the last few decades. The 
common belief of educationists and educa­
tional Planners was, That once the education 
system is improved by providing the neces­
sary institutional mechanism and trained 
manpower with adequate welfare meas­
ures, eg. free text books, free mid day meal 
and free uniforms, everything else will fall 
into place. The necessity to give special 
attention to libraries and reading promotion 
programmes have never been recognised. 
As all of us are presently aware this has 
proved to be a costly mistake.

All of us are familiar with the present 
situation in universities and other higher 
educational institutions, where one can find 
the best products of our school system. The 
dependency of students in these institutions 
on lecture notes without using library facili­
ties has been repeatedly pointed out. On the 
other hand universities themselves, are not 
prepared to take the blame for this turn of 
events . The common response is that they 
get crooked plants' and that it is too late for 
them to straighten them at the university 
level. Whoever is to be blamed for this, it 
is the country which suffers eventually. We 
have already come down to the 5th position 
in litefacy rate in the Asian region. Of 
course we have not gone down in our lit­
eracy rate but the other countries specially 
the Asian tigers have increased their lit­
eracy rate at a tremendous speed. It is also 
pertinent to point out the qualitative differ­
ence as well. The 'functional literacy rate'

in Sri Lanka is believed to be much lower 
than the figure indicated as the literacy rate. 
Recently a leading sociologist in the coun­
try has pointed out that only 6 per cent of the 
students, both in the school system and the 
university system, do any reading. This 
speaks volumes on our education which 
was once regarded as exeitiplary.

As mentioned earlier the’ mini-li­
brary' proposal is one of the series of 
proposals generated by the Sri Lanka Book 
and Information Sector study programme. 
These proposals have been further refined 
by the Book Sector Study Steering Com­
mittee of the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education. It has been proposed to 
set up mini libraries along with fully fledged 
school libraries called resource centres. 
Mini libraries are generally expected to be 
set up in small schools and at the less 
developed or disadvantaged schools.

It is proposed to introduce three types 
of mini libraries into our school system. 
The mini library type A and type B consist 
of small but well selected book stocks with 
basic library furniture. The difference be­
tween the two types is the size of the library. 
Mini library type C is basically a book box 
In our opinion any Small a less developed 
school can have a mini Library, without 
much difficulties. A separate building is 
not needed to house a mini Library. Either 
a classroom, a corner of the school building 
or a part of the school office is sufficient to 
accommodate it.

The goals and objectives of the mini 
library project has been clearly explained in 
the Library and Information Sector Report 
of the Sri Lanka Books and Information 
Sector Study. They are;

"to develop the library as a centre of learning and 
information within the School

"to encourage the development of reading habits, 
information skill and the promotion of functional 
literacy in the gathering, processing and applica- 
tion/use of information in various forms and from 
a range of sources

to develop expertise among teachers in recognis­
ing the value of information in supporting the 
educational and curricular aims of schools

to stimulate a sense of curiosity an enjoyment 
through independent reading

to supply a set of reference materials in English, 
Sinhala and Tamil for the use of teachers and 

pupils.

to provide for the systematic replenishing of the 
supplementary reading materials over a three year 
cycle

to deliver a programme which is attractive, sus­
tainable, durable, secure and appropriate to the 
needs of pupil and teachers at a reasonable cost "

Through the resource centre and the 
mini library programme the entire student 
population in Sri Lanka will have access to 
extra reading material. The present sce­
nario of one book for one subject will 
definitely change. If we can handle this 
programme with great care, most of the 
drawbacks of our education system will 
disappear with time.

The success of the mini library 
project will depend on the successful im­
plementation of the total library package. 
Piecemeal implementation will not yield 
the desired results. In order to develop the 
necessary human resources for the library 
project it is proposed to establish a institute 
of library and information studies and also 
to introduce the subject in the curriculum of 
selected teacher training colleges and col­
leges of education. This will ensure the 
availability of professional librarians and 
teacher librarians to run the school librar­
ies. The other important factor is the 
maintenance of the library project. The 
book stock of library has to be replenished 
periodically. Library furniture, equipment, 
etc will need proper care and maintenance. 
For all these,.resources should be allocated 
regularly in the annual budget.
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As suggested the Ministry of Educa­
tion and Higher Education should appoint a 
senior officer to be in charge of school 
libraries. Presently a programme has been 
launched to establish library boards at pro­
vincial level. The National Institute of 
Education and the National Library Serv­
ices Board should be closely involved in 
this project. The institutional mechanism 
should work in close co- operation at vari­
ous levels to obtain the desired results.

The reading campaign both at school 
level and national level should go hand in 
hand wiht the library project.

All these and the other proposals of 
the library project should be implemented 
in to. As indicated earlier partial imple­
mentation of the proposals or handling the 
library development project i n a half hearted 
manner will run the risk of failure. The best 
example is the SiyawasaLibrary programme 
of 1969. The programme was started with 
great enthusiasm but it faded away within a 
few years, in the same way we may be able 
to set up resource centres and mini libraries 
all over the country possibly with outside 
assistance. This is no doubt important. But 
it is equally or more important to provide 
other support services and facilities in order 
to sustain the programme in the long run. 
Resource centres, mini libraries, informa­
tion skill programmes, library period in the 
school time table, training programmes for 
librarians, reading promotion campaign and 
other relevant concepts and activities should 
be properly implanted in our educational 
framework. Due recognition should be 
given to these activities as one of the core 
programmes of education system.

As indicated successful school li­
brary developmentprogrammes will depend 
on a number of factors. Besides the total 
dedication at political and institutional lev­
els it requires enormous financial and human 
resources. A number of institutions and 
organisations both at national and provin­
cial levels will have to work in close Co­
operation to achieve desired results. It is no 
doubt a gigantic task. But every cent we 
spend on this project will undoubtedly help 
our future generation and the country at 
large.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending Bibliographical, Union 
Catalogue, Referral, Referral, Reprographic etc. Institutional membership 
facilities are available.

Collections:

* Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Year books, Maps 
and a collection of Rare books $

* Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhalese, Tamil, English and 
International Newspapers

* Periodicals

* National

* International News Magazines

* Science and Technology Collection

* Library Science Collection

* UNESCO Collection

* Collection of Ola Leaves

* A large collection of Books on Economics, Political Science, Social 
Science, Religion, Linguistics, Literature, Geography, History, Art, 
Music, Sports etc.

* (CD - ROM) facilities for 'Science Citation Index' Library & Information 
Science Abstracts (LISA PLUS) "HORTCD" and Current Contents on 
Diskette

The Reader Services Division of the National Library is open from 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

For further details, Please contact: Head
Reader Services Division,
National Library of 
Sri Lanka,

14, Independence Avenue 
Colombo 07.

Tele : 685199, 698847 Fax: 685201
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&n. 1  i—  rii 3  (63) 3  3T)65> l_  u  u  1  l  3  nr su $  $  eo eo 65) eo u j 

nyl— GLI L p  3 65) 3  3 6 5 ) 6 3 LI IO 3  $  3  3  3  3b. L p  UJ iSl7J 3  3  65) 657 3  63  

Q ^ r r  $ n p 6 o  3 ,3 (3 } l d . $  3jj ^ e 5 i r  £3*0 6065>60io

Q_p S5) 657 3  (<0 3  3̂ 1 65) L -  uSl St) 3  657 ( o l^ f T L f i  L //T L  6\J1 657 

^65765) LDUjLD $ p 6 5 y L D  6^(17, £ T J3 U J $ 6 0 6 0 3  LD6\J1(7J) 3 3 6 0 3 LD 

$ 6 0  6Sl9jLD365r (^6 5 )p U  3 (^1 3 6 5 )6 3  (3)(Lp6565T77 Q -I— 6 5 T L p U JO 3  

< 3]e o  ^ 3 6 5 f l $ 3 o  $ 6 0  3 $ $ 3 3 G 6 0 6 5 5 t ( $ l d .

6j) 0  ( ip  3  L I U  ( $  $  3]j LD $ 6 5 )6 0 (0  LD 3  3  6£ 0  <517 (off) <SU ILI

(Lfi&D<ssr<aS)UJ $  Q  3,0 $>3) ]  Q  3  o  I r e n  ( ip  i p i o  n  3i 6 5 i_ 3 ,3 p

$  IT )ILJ1—1 (Tj) $  3 1 LD (3 j(ip G )6 0  3657 $ 6 5 )6 5 7  c-9/65) LD 3  3 I3

G ) 3 3 6 3 6 o G g  Q u n (7 7 ) $ 3 ) D 3 6 5 7  (L p is & p iu 3 (3 , l d .

<9j 3  60 (5)3 60 65) 60 UJ 3, $ 1  66 1 G  77, 11 3  3  fhJ 3  (55) 617

<3j65)i— e o 3 i$ (3 ]  G  3 3  i— ir u  3  i— 6 p i3 3 3 6 5 T  p<siri—3  rii 3 6 5 )6 3  

6 p (Lp i7 d 3 6 5 )L D L JU 3 )] *SH61J<flUJ LD3(3]LD. $  31&57 ( ip 6 0 G  LD

Q  g r r  t i  u  rr i— 6 S )6 D u  u  r j  n  ld  rfl $  g j  <s>l iJh sifl 0  $  $

G ) 3 l D lO ( ip ip U jL D .

GUG&xsvuj (Lp65)6vra<srfl<a5T i 3 f j $ $ $ 3 6 i r  <£lpr L D L D 3 3 3  

3 b .($ 6 0  31657 (LpioVLD 60 65)60UJ $  $ 6 5 7  p i — 60 L p 3 6 5 )3 3 6 5 )6 3

L S 6 n i0 3 3 6 5 )6 0 u 5 1 l— 6 l j l b ,  31 6 5 f l l  IO 1  l—  60 65) 3  u516 01 LD ,

Q u 3 3 ) j 6 0 3 3 6 i j i D  G  ld  p  Q  3  o  err e n  u  u  ( $  ld

fT) 1—  6U L p  3  65) &  <3 65) 6TT LD $ 1  U  l - f  ( $  Q  3  IO UJ 6)j LD , 

Q 3 u o $ $ h — 770 3 6 5 )6 3  l d o $ $ i u 65)l d 3 ,3 )J 3  G )3 0 6 3 6 3 6 )jL D

6 J ^ ] 6 0 3 l5 ( 7 T ,3 ( ^ l d . $ 6 0 6 0 3 p j  0 )3 iO 6 d  3 ,$ (3 j  Q ^ p e i j i b

6U 65) a  uf) 60 rr 65T r 3 i  rrfl a  65> a  a  65) err G ) eo erf! u f l ( $  ld 

(Lp6S)rpu5l6S)65TU»LD 65)3fUJ I7 6n  (Lp U j-U j LD . 60 65)6VUJ

(Lp65)65T&6lf)6lJl(JTj [B&l]  ^ 6 0  fpn$65T ^  lSl6>5)([F, 3 ) 0  U p n j lU J

Lj6fT6ffl 6)5]LJ r j  fhJ 3>( { 0 1_ 65T1765T [$13^65)3^3^65)GULL Q u p S T p

LD(Lp65)65T3^6lf]65T U Ih J  3 ^6 rflU 6 5 )U  L D 0 L J l5 ($ \  Q 3 1 UJUJ6)JiLD

(L p is p u ^ ib .

^ { n j Q p a U U Q g g J l D  rf>l65)60UJ LD3>rT65T. C&60 6O6SI60UJ fbJ 3^60

(o\3: UJ 013) 3) 176ffl65T <^<£1 iflUJ LJ LJ 655fl65)UJ<3 3 ? p 3 U  (Lp65) HJuSlGO

r^ J3  rfl3<^l65T p 6 5 T . ®  LD(Lp65) 3 ) U  U  LSp 6£6U G )6 0  fT 0  6065)6010

(Lp65)65TU-j LD $ U U 6 5 5 f\3 > & n 6 5 T Q u I T  !Tp L J6 5 )U &  3 TT)fp j (Lp65)ipuSl60 

6 J3 )3 )J3 r Q 317617611 G 60 6557®  ID .

6£ 0  3) 3i 60 60 60 65) 60 UJ LD U  TJ VF> 3,

^SH6iT6)5l65r^rT3i6)5l(r^r53^rT60 3,65)65710 u e o  Q_LLi3rfl6);36nn3

65) 07 3 ,3 ^ 1 3  (a) 3 1 7  61T6176017 LD. ^  606l<\ lL l 3 r f 6 l ]  36 T I 3 0 D 3 ,G 3 U ;r f]U J  

^ {fT l ( 7 p 3 L J U ( ^ 3 ) 3 j]lD  $ 6 5 )6 0 U J  3 ,$ 6 5 )6 5 T  6 J 3 ) 1 0 ( $ 1 3 ,0  3 Q 3 r7 6 1 T 6 1 T  

(LpLpU iiLD . $ 1 5 3 )  r§65)60U J r il  361T  65) LD UJ LD 3  657 (Central)

£ £ ) 0  ( i p  3  LJ 13 (7)) 3 j 3}J LD $ 6 5 ) 6 0 1 0  3> 0 G 6 5 T  TT ($) G  [ 5 IJ Of-UJ TT 3  3 ,

Q 3 , r r L_.fru n i — 6 tf]6 0  r T ( $ u i _  G 6 0 6 5 5 7 ( $ l d . <gff53> 6)5I ^ l d 3 6 5 t

6p(ITj G 3 ,^ )U J  3 ,3 6 0  60 6065) 6 0 UJ 3, $ 6 5 )6 5 7  IO U  60 L D 3 3 3 6 5 5 T

3*16 06 0 3 ^ LD /T 60 L_ L_ 6065)6010 rhJ 3 6 fT U  3  ^ 6 5 ) L D 3 j ^ J 3  Q3mS17617

(LpipUJLD.

n
- ^ 0  0)10 77(3)617 3 rT n fF > 3 i 6065)6010 LD , (gjTTp&lUJ

<S>j6fT6)5160TT657 0)10 77(77) 617 3  7717 3 ,3 ) 1060 S ^ iL lSItT gl; 365)6173

0)37765731 3 )7 7 3  ®  (77j 3 3 3 3 b . ( $ L D  . ^ 3 , 3 , 6 5 ) 3 0  3 ,3 6 0  60

60 65) 60 UJ LD LD 6557 L_ 60 60 65) 60 UJ ID  (Zonal network)

67657 p 6 5 ) L p 3 3 U U ( $ L D .  6£(3) G ) LJ 3  3jJ 60 TT 657 7 § l3 Lp 3 < f)

$ 7 7 6 5 )6 0 3  0 ) 3 UJ 77)U(Tf)3,3^J6D 3)77)G 3  6p(77j 3 ,3 6 0 6 0  6065)6010 LD
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8 8 3  Institute of Electrical Engineers 03250 £§03Z53250@038 £ §8
INSPEC - (Information Service for the Physics and Engineering Communities) 
@©255g £3©©250 0 ^ .

UNESCO/ICSU 0 © 5 3 3 © 8  ^ 5 0 0 ^ 0  ( 3 )  8© @ ^0303©  
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8 g @ © 0 ©  £pgO0© UNISIST / ICSU Abstracting Board Working Group 
0 3 S 3 © Q 8  <02550 8 23gO25008 ©253 80255©  £3g2O0 2§03325308 
253® C j© 0 8 8 e j© 2§  0 ^ g  < 2̂53©, ©@ 253®Gj@8 8 6 © ^ 0 3 0 3  
©j©03>, © 0©  £32O©0 ©2550©2^©^ £3g200 8055030255© £ 3 q ? £ 8 o 3 0  
£ § 8  8 8 @Q 253©§25 2550§2}5 £ © o 3 .

UNISIST £320 INSPEC ©0©S50 8 6 © ^ 0 3  £p5}© §©2538@253c£) 
£320 0  °03 £3©}£OO<0S?g © 8o3 8 8 0  £p0253© 6 o8255
£§03253253030 8 8 § 8 © 0  0 S § @ 2 5 3 ©  q p 0 £ 3 0  55^©@

1 9 7 2  £^0  @£3 INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR THE
REGISTRATION OF SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 2 5 0 ^ 8  qpO3255250O3 
£3-^88©o3 8  8 8 g 8 ©  1 9 7 3  ^  ©®@ 0 8 g ©  qp© 8
8 8 @ 0 ,  1 9 7 4  ^  £p©£3025o 8 8 g @  q p 0 £ 3 0  8 8 @ 8 , 1 9 7 6
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THE FUTURE IS NOT PRINT
Nanda P. Wanasundera 

Documentation/Xnformation officer 
Centre for the study of Human Rights/University of Colombo

Paper is Doomed

Charles Krauthammer, predicting the de­
mise of printing, books, periodicals and 
newspapers in the International Herald Trib­
une titled his article but the paper won't 
be Paper. It sent shivers of apprehension 
down the spine and shock waves through 
the brain.

How deplorable if print copy disap­
pears. What can .we do, however can we 
exist without books, magazines and the 
daily news papers as we know them? Even 
I who have got tuned off our local dailies 
due to paucity of real news and increase in 
sensationalist reporting, censorship, poor 
English and style of writing: want the news­
papers at least to skim the headlines, search 
the obituary notices and enjoy the comic 
strips.

Newspapers to some are as impor­
tant and life sustaining as the air they breathe, 
the water they drink. Some cannot start the 
day without the newspaper and others seem 
unable to start their work in office without 
going through the dailies.

Change; the name of the New 
Game

Change, however, is inevitable and 
unavoidable. News papers, as is the Ameri­
can habit, will be read via the computer. 
The office worker who buys his newspaper 
en route to work will not have the comfort 
of the newspaper tucked in his pocket or 
briefcase. He will need to enter his office, 
then Internet, to read the morning news.

Just as clay tablets gave way to pa­
pyrus, sheepskin scrolls to bound books, 
illustrated handwritten manuscripts to typed 
documents; paper copy may very well be 
demised by electronic media. Unthinkable 
, unacceptable, unwelcome, but we may

one day soon be reading our magazine or 
the newspaper on the computer. A sad day 
surely but change is inevitable. The younger 
generation, at least, grasps change and loves 
it.

The advantage of newspapers is that 
they are familiar and convenient. You can 
hold them; fold and place them in pocket or 
handbag. You can carry them around, di­
vide and read them on a shared basis; spread 

them to cover dirty seats; use them as wrapping pa­
per and as head cover in a sudden shower 
and then sell them to make a bit of money.

In contrast computers are chunky. It 
takes time and bother to get on the Net, time 
and bother to find what you are looking for, 
time and bother to download. And who can 
take the computer to the beach or to bed for 
relaxed reading?

What*s in for the 21st Century?

Predictions are that the Gutenberg 
age is going to end with the 20th century. 
First to go will be newspapers, then the 
journal, then the book -their paper versions, 
that is. They will all find a new life on 
screen, on disc and online. What is dying is 
printing, not writing. It is the way of trans­
mitting words that will change, not the 
words themselves. Pictures and the picto­
rial medium proliferate but will not vanquish 

the written word. Writing will survive online and 
in other formats. Videos will continue but 
videos are reckoned to be 90 percent junk, 
mere grist for the senses, and practically 
useless for conveying worthwhile ideas.

Sadly however, while text will sur­
vive video, paper will not survive the 
computer. As the 21st century begins, text 
will leave its old comfortable residence, 
paper and go live online.

Computer Delivered Newspa-

We traditionalists ostrich our heads 
and convince ourselves that newspapers 
will go on forever. No, say the futurists. 
Judging by all the advances made in elec­
tronics and ever expanding cyberspace, 
getting your newspaper delivered online 
and not at the door is a virtual reality come 
2010

The Global Network

It is appropriate at this juncture to 
consider Internet: what it is, how it ap­
peared, what it offers.

- o

"Internet is an amalgamation of inter-re­
lated com puter netw orks perm itting  
electronic communication on a global scale." 
It commenced in 1969 as a single U S 
network, ARPA Net (the Department of 
D efense Advanced Research projects 
Agency Network) to allow researchers in 
defence related areas to communicate eas­
ily and confidentially with each other.

It was open to the world and soon 
enough people were fully in cyberspace, 
and surfing Internet, to read or to add to 
bulletin boards etc. so, magazines, books 
and newspapers are fed into Internet and 
read. More and more people read the news­
papers thus. H ence K rautham m er's 
cassandra-cry article.

But it won't be smooth sailing, even 
then. Just as we have censorship, printing 
press breakdowns, power cuts and workers' 
strikes to interrupt or delay our daily supply 
of newspapers; software is upgraded, hard­
ware replaced resulting in non-publishing 
of that day’s newspapers. Recently the 
electronic mail system of America Online, 
the largest commercial online service, with 
more than 6 million subscribers, was 
knocked out for an hour when a planned
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upgrading ot system software backfired. 
AT&T, the giant communications multina­
tional which entered the consumer Internet 
market this year, said it would close its 
system f or as long as 8 hours every week for 
maintenance, affecting more than 100,000 
subscribers.

Hurdles That Fall by the 
way:Copyright, Censorship, 

Libel

Copyright as the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica defines it is the "exclusive, le­
gally secured right to publish, reproduce 
and sell the matter and from of a literary, 
musical, dramatic or artistic work. Copy­
right is designed primarily to protect an 
artist, publisher or other owner against any 
unauthorised copying of his work and re­
producing it in any material form, Publishing 
it, performing it in public, filming it, broad­
casting it, causing it to be distributed to 
subscribers or making an adaptation of it."

So there we have a clause relevant to 
'publishing'and distributing a newspaper or 
book or magazine via electronic media: 
"causing it to be distributed to subscribers". 
But who's to catch the supplier, the pur­
veyor of the news to Internet ? Publishers 
however, will safeguard themselves from 
contravening copyright law but individuals 
can, with gay abandon, feed in excerpts or 
entire newspapers, journals and book to 
Internet and with no acknowledgment of 
the source and with no prior permission.

Censorship will not be possible. 
Already its a bothersome medusa head that 
will soon turn gruesome. Smut is on line; 
pornography too; and anyone and everyone 
can access it - look, read, drool over and 
even download. Governments and reli­
gious bodies may impose censorship but 
private suppliers of information and docu­
ments to Internet can cock a snook at 
convention and freely feed in anything they 
want for all to see.

The days of being charged for libel 
are also vanishing fast. How would one sue 
a newspaper or magazine columnist/editor 
for libel when no paper copy of thelibelious 
article is available?

How’s it in Sri Lanka?

Sri Lanka has followed other coun­
tries in loosening copyright laws, such that 
since February 1996 all formats of informa­

tion and knowledge purveyors are taken on 
par with paper copy. Thus code of Intellec­
tual property Acts No 52 of 1979 and 30 of 
1980 will widen its scope of inclusion of 
"Works". Since February this year, no 
cases have come up in areas relevant to 
copyright infringement, libel, censorship in 
our courts of law.

Sri Lanka has a access to Internet, 
directly or through the University of 
Moratuwa or commercial firms. Some li­
braries, many institutions and a few 
individuals access Internet locally. Unlike 
developed countries, however, Internet is 
not freely and easily available to anyone 
and everyone. Here computers are as yet a 
luxury. Hence for a considerable time in the 
future reading Sri Lanka News on Internet, 
surfing websites, perusing bulletin boards 
will be limited to those in institutions that 
have access to Internet and a couple of 
libraries.

Our children, mercifully, are spared 
the dangers inherent in the IT drenched life 
style of developed countries. The Home 
Alone Child is a rarity, if not totally non­
existent in Sri Lanka. The extended family 
and availability of domestic help - maids, 
cooks and houseboys - ensure that children 
of working parents return home to someone 
in charge. No latchkey - of one's-own child 
comes home to sit at a PC and get 
cyberspaced and so exposed to what is 
unhealthy.

Conclusion

There is a constant surge of new 
Internet and web users, thought to be at least 
10,000 a day in the U S alone. Unlike the 
telephone system which is often govern­
ment controlled or has only a few services 
providers, Internet has thousand of inde­
pendent service providers, many of them 
amateurs. Jamming and overcrowding in 
the network is a hazard, illicit publishing a 
crime. Hence, as with everything, getting 
your newspapers online has its snags and 
merits, disadvantages and advantages, pit- 
falls and smooth sailing.

.
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But it surely will catch on and one 
day soon the traditional newspaper will be 
a thing of the past, a museum piece. Hence 
we'd just better prepare ourselves for read­
ing our dailies and weekly newspapers off 
the computer!
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NEWS
Launching of the Sri Lanka Newspaper 

Article Index.

In order to provide research articles appearing in 
the newspapers, to researchers engaged in different 
fields of research, the National Library has compiled the 
Sri Lanka Newspaper Article Index in Sinhala, with the 
articles appearing in leading Newspapers in> the year 
1993. The launching of this Index was held at the 
National Library Auditorium recently. Media experts, 
publishers and invitees participated at this ceremony. 
The Chief Guest was the Director General of the Sri 
Lanka Broadcasting corporation Mr. Janadasa Pieris 
and the first issue was accepted by him. Newspaper 
articles appearing in Sinhala, Tamil and English will be 
indexed each year, in the future.
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