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Hon. Minister of Education  and
Higher Education, observes the
internet of the National Library
.16.01.1997
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Presentation of the Sri Lanka National Bibliogra-

phy. (Retrospective) 07.02.1997
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Handing over of computerized CD-
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the National Library’ 16.01.1997
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Sri Lanka National Library Services Board in Collabora-
tion with Provincial councils has planed to organize provincial level
seminars for heads of Local governments (Mayers of Municipal
Councils chairman of Urban Councils and Pradeshiya Sabas) and
public Librarians. The main purpose of these seminars will be to
discuss problems and future plans for the development of libraries
in the country’.

Assistance for user education
programers.

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board has launched
a project to assist Sri Lankan Universities to improve their user
education programmes in 1997. Under this project SLNLSB is pre-
pared to fund suitable pilot user Education projects provided by
universities in the country. The pilot project can be the preparation
ofashort video /slide programes on the library or production ofan
audio cassette which will guide user to all section ofthe library or
producing a few brochures, pamphlets, conducting a research on
the subject, settingup a special information desk etc. Applications
close on 30 October 1997.

The national Library Network of Sri Lanka conducted a
three day workshop on CDS/ISIS for Librarians of the Library
Networks in Sri Lanka at the National Library of Sri Lanka from
20-22 January. Sixteen participants from twelve networks attend
the workshop. The purpose of the workshop was to improve the use
of CDS/ISIS software package for library network activities.

eNUC

The Second seminar on computerization of National
Union Catalogue (NUC) was held on 26 February 1997 at the
National Library of Sri Lanka. The main purpose of the seminar
was to discuss the problems each participatory library encounters,
pertaining to computerization ofthe National Union Catalogue in
Sri Lanka.

Seminar on Computerization 0

Workshop on Information Retrieval

Aworkshop on Information Retrieval through Internet &
CD - ROM organized by Sri Lanka Scientific & Technical Infor-
mation Center of NARESA was held on 11 March, 1997 at the
NARESA Auditorium

Workshop on ABIIA

The post Graduate Institute of Archaeology (PGIA) in
collaboration with International Institute for Asian studies (HAS)
of Netherlands is planning to establish a database connected with
the ABIA (Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology) The first

workshop on ABIA was held at the PGIA from 14-16 January
(continued page 24)
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MANPOWER RESOURCE OF LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SCIENCE EDUCATION
IN SRI LANKA

Pradeepa Wijetunge

Senior Assistant Librarian

University of Colombo

1. Ihtroduction‘ :

“Library and Information Science system is composed of two
basic component sub systems. One is the theory development
sub system represented by its educational, research and allied
organisztions and their activities and the other is the application
sub system consisting of the Library and Information Science ser-
vice centres and their activities. They are inter - dependent com-
ponents and depend on each other for survival and development
of the whole system. If the system functions efficiently this method
of application  feedback modification production of better
products application of better products further feedback

further modification etc. goes on in the form of an endless
spiral reaching newer and newer levels and both the theory side
and the applied side go on developing simultaneously depending
on each other. If however, the efficient functioning is disturbed
for any reason. it may lead to disbalance inside or even disinte-
gration of the Library and Information science system. This
disbalance or disintegration is bound to tell upon the efficiency
and effectiveness of the services rendered by the Library and In-
formation Science system to the social system.”

Roy’s ' above analysis of Library and Information

Science (LIS) system not require us to discuss any further, the
value of LIS teaching aspect. It is solely the responsibility of the
theoretical aspect of LIS to transport the LIS System to newer
and levels of knowledge. For this we need to build up a strong
teaching faculty, in order to provide necessary guidance. In this
building up procedure it is essential to know the current situation,
especialy to forecast the future manpower requirements.

Manpower planning process consists of four stages ac-
cording to Moore. * Evaluating the existing manpower resource,
calculation of the losses of existing manpower which will take
place during the forecasting period, assessment of manpower re-
quirement at the end of forecast period and finally planning to
bridge between known manpower resources and those required
at the end of the period. ’

This paper does not atteript
LIS teaching faculty of Sri Lanka, since it is a project which must
be undertaken at national level by those who are responsible for
LIS policy making. This survey is only an attempt to evaluate the
existing manpower resource, based upon the available personal

i"manpower survey of

recor_ds : .
2. Research Method

Four organisations, namely Sri Lanka Library Associa-

Jtion (SLLA) Sri Lanka National Library Services Board (SI.NI.SB)

University of Colombo and University of Kelaniya, which con-
duct major LIS education programmes in Sri Lanka were approached
to obtain lists of lectures. Provided lists were scrutinised to avoid
duplication of names and as a result a total of 55.lecturers were
identifield. A postal questionnaire was designed for seif - comple-
tion and was distributed among the identified teachers, in May
1995. This questionnaire contained the following sections:-

Personal data

Employment

General education

LIS education

Teaching experience

Subjects taught

Mobility within next five years.

From the masters programme of University of Colombo,
16 teachers were identified and 8 (50%) of them responded. Of 24
identified from the SLLA, 19 (79%) responded and of 15 identified
from SLNLSB, 11 (73%) responded. University of Kelaniya did
not respond, therefore the known teachers were mailed the ques-
tionnaire and responded person was included.

3. Personal Information =

Out of 38 respondents, 55% (21) is male and 45%(17) is
female. Out of male 95% is married and only 5% is single. Out of
females 35% is single while 59% is married. 34.6% of females is
widowed.

LIS teachers of Sri Lanka fall into seven age groups and
from that 16% belong to the age group of 31 -35.3% belong to the
age group of 36 - 40 years and 24% represents the age group of 41
- 45 years - 29 % belong to the 46-50 years grow while 18%
belong to 51 - 55 age group. 5% each comes under the age groups
of 50 - 60 and over 60.

4. Employment -

i Not cmployed
51 DILS

Fig. 1 - Places of Occupation

— [ School

[ public

. . R Department
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According to the places of occupation, teachers are mainly, which
is 41%, drawn from university libraries, and 29% is from special
libraries. 11% of teachers are from departmental libraries and 8%
from SLNLSB. 5% is from public libraries and 3% from school
libraries. Only 3% of the total, represents full time teaching of
LIS (DILS). 3% is not employed anywhere.

5. General Education

Highest level of general education which one has achieved was
considered for this, and Bachelors Degree in a subject other than
LIS is obtained by 76% while other qualifications (e.g. First in
laws, Diploma in International Relations) have been acquired by
15% G.C.E/A.L. and G.C.E. O.L seem to be the highest level of
general education acquired by 6% and 3% respectively.

Fig.2 Highest Level of General Education

6.1 Types of LIS Qualifications

Out of total number of 38 respondents 29% has only
professional qualifications, awarded by SLLA, 29% has academic
qualifications, awarded by universities. 42% have both profes-
sional as well as academic qualifications.

6.2 Types of Professional Qualification

Fig. 3 - Professional Qualifications
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If we look at the breakdown of these qualifications.
Associateship of the SLLA(ASLLA) seems to be the most popular
professional qulifications. 53% of the teachers has this qualifica-
tion. But, Fellowship of SLLA (FSLLA) has been acquired by
a surprisingly small number which is only 5% Associateship of
the Library Association of UK has been acquired by 11%.

6.3 Types of Academic Qualifications

Of the academic qualifications, Masters Degree in LIS
seems to be the most common, 53% has this qualification. Post-
graduate Diploma in LIS takes the second place and, 29% has

acquired this either from University of Kelaniya or University of
Philippines. 10% has obtained Bachelors Degree in LIS either
from University of Kelaniya or from Indian Universities. 2% of
the teachers has acquired other academic qualifications.

Fig 4 - Academic Qualifications
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6.4 Number of Qulications Obtained by Teachers
Fig . 5 - Number of Qulifications

If the number of qualifications obtained by one person is con-
sidered, 45% has only one qualification. It could be either profes-
sional or academic, and another 45% has two qulifications. Most
commonly this is a Masters Degree or Postgraduate Diploma with
ASLLA. 10% of the teachers possess three qualifications. The
most common combination is a Postgraduate diploma, a Masters
Degree and the ASLLA.

7. Teaching experience’

Fig.6 - Teaching Experience
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21% of the teachers have 1-5 years experience and 24% has 6-10
years experience. 21% has 11-15 years experience in teaching LIS
and another 24% has 16-20 years experience. While 8% has 21-
25 years teaching experience 2% has 26-30 years experience. Fig-
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ure 7 contains these information in graphical form.

8. Subjects Covered by Teachers

Bibliographic control seems to be the most popular sub-
ject. Out of 38 teachers 58% is involved in teaching this . Next
32%is engaged in teaching library Resources and services, while
29% is teaching librarianship. Library management is taught by
27% while information sources and services is taught by 26%.
There are some less common subjects among the teachers too.
Only 13% s involved in teaching information teachnology while
10% is involved in teaching research methods. 3% each is en-
gaged in teaching literature review, marketing of information,
archival administration and audio visuals. Grouping of subjects
is based broadly on SLLA’s subject grouping. Figure 7 graphi-
cally represents these information.

Fig 7 - Subjects taught by the teachers
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9. Mobility of Lecturérs

Fig 8 - Mobility of Teachers
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According to the data provided by teachers, 13% will
retire from their occupation within next five years. Out of 38
teachers 16% has said that they will retire from teaching LIS. 60%
will engage in higher studies and 26% will leave the country for a
period of two years or more.

10, g' zbséri;iiiions:

There was a fairly satisfactory response rate for the
mailed questionnaire, but noticeable feature is the relatively low
response from the teachers of the Masters programme. It could

be assumed that, the 25% of the lecturers who are drawn from -
non library fields are not particularly interested in responding, to
a survey external to their own subject area.

When the personal information of the teachers are
analysed it is visible that most of the teachers are married and
belong to the age group of 41-50. Almost all of them are em-
ployed full time at executive levels, in jobs other than teaching.
This can seriously affect not only the quality of teaching but also
the amount of research and publications contributed by them to
the theoretical sub system of LIS. Teaching, research and stu-
dent guidance may become a third priority after occupational
and marital commitments. Current status of LIS education in Sri
Lanka, therefore can be said to be depending solely on the in-
valuable dedication and devotion of the teachers to their chosen
profession.

When the professional qualifications are considered it
seems that we have a balanced teaching staff, those who have
professional qualifications and those who have academic quali-
fications. This is an asset to the LIS education since in most of
the other countries LIS teachers and practitioners do not share
common views, which leads to the problem of providing librar-
ians not suitable for the current job market. Yet, teachers should
be encouraged more to obtain professierral qualifications since
this is awarded considering the professional expertise. Practical
experience of the teachers become extremely useful in produc-
ing librarians to suit the ever changing job market. Awareness of
the application sub system’s gaps and overlaps decides what
they want to produce by the theoretical sub system. Another
important fact about the qualifications is that no teacher has ob-
tained higher research degree.

Statistical data of teaching experience shows that 89%
of the teachers have more than five years experience. But this is
not the case in real world. Since 94% is not full time teachers, the
number of years does not portray the actual amount of experi-
ence they have. However it does not mean that our teachers are
inexperienced, being teachers for so many years has provided a
good foundation for them. There is a noticeable fact - fewer num-
ber of teachers have 1-5 years experience in teaching. If we refer
back to age groups in section,3 only 19% belong to the age group
of 31- 40 years. Does it mean that LIS education field, is not
attractive to qualified young professionals?

Subjects taught by the teachers indicate that a majority
is clustered around traditional subjects, while non traditional as-
pects have fewer percentages of teachers. It indicates that non
trad itional newer subjects are not taught in same scale as tradi-
tional ones. This is an important point which needs immediate
attention of course co - ordinators.

According to the mobility statistics of the teachers,
within next five years (1995-2000) there will be a drop in the
number of experienced teachers. 16% said that they will retire
from teaching LIS-alossofe xperienced practitioners as well as
teachers to the profession. 60% said they will engage in higher
studies. Although this is beneficial in the long term, within next
five years, it will create a shortage of teachers.

11. Conclusion
The survey carried out with the objective of studying

the existing manpower resource of LIS education system, proved
(Continued page 24)

17

gome g0idd 18/1 1997 s20:8 - &0y



\>

& @) IV GEIOMIEE

eme® 07, g 14, Seoned @10ex § @ $i8m
edmmNEw e8ecdemss e E¢0nzs e3en) SDimDd DS, @ gwed
S15m &EdnIRW OB Ced @ ® erectm DD BSIVDWLS
&0 O3 IV WE NN, B LD OB BIB® GESHIRS
eD &5

808 9IS - DdDemis, ©dc emds, D168m G,

880® 0 e ¢S i

10538 (1976 Desed 80) éBo?')e, cc®¢, 98 exn =3E>
Srssin’ OBl ss. g

* D90 £330 - 6€8es e3en DecBes

* S5 e300 @S KB OIS e3edd
¥ D10 090 238 §BIO DD

* egedmzoe Oexs @uid dwmnd

* gemedemd 6053 Omnd

* 31065 ges@zsné ©e30%3 Oz

288 e, edwesaRm Hex , e8¢ Bexo ,a0od, e,
€308, eI e, @Fiescs, B), DRI 38D €3t BHEN
307535253

x o8oenm een D0SSw» eedDr (CDROM) Science Cita
tion Index, Library & Information Science Abstracts (LISAP LUS)
HORTCD’ and * Current Contents on Diskette.’

©e3D0zs : HREwD, 6@DD e3BY, gsInd GEdmER B8Gd TS
Segresn, TR g@w €380 GOYSS LESHIE €3I

33 €3¢0 Do 30180 e3e® esrEecs.

S G B1Bm BeInmIced BIdwm eedDI Fo@a
qeenCD3g 80O eesme3dIgd
2909 ,
6.0. 9.00 80 s.0. 5.00
¢330 DD 3D,

dednd eseen :
o &L
23029 ©E3DI Fo3,
G G S5 GeIHIE
g 14, Bewes @10,
ezne® - 07

N

OO g : 685199, 698847  epastes 685201

egedmmmne w3 18/1 1997 850 - 83l

18




FBDILIRE DEDT DI &3 MIWB€H
eITRI( LBYLLJ .

B G D) 9 2TBEH IR DANIIBI

20 »Seened €3ends’ esDnd®
811502 6100 LTBeDEDD
DM £3tn 2I8TBOD 558D
D106 @ef®x S, 6® esemd
Dexsaee i3z’ D35 DD @B gD
90 ¢B6ewWld v RE. A
OReEN @58 ees9dmBm eBIBeem
BIR, O geawi®rz e (Invisible
Colleges) 6@} 023 @@= O,
Bewss 6aenT 8O Direwss 8611V
65300 B¢ Bée® YEm=0w RrRes’
Y Dz, OB DS 3,
eee 6353, DDV en D8I e
sledwes D18mr IEB. YE»
DINsBIE D3 @B @D ¢ &N s
orm. 88ndened smwd, mEmied
BegenmDcs esen Daasecd esBesadcse
O8 S DIE3 6Res LIRS (2. OGNS
Yeenede g8 u®Ig, e@gIN(ded
B gl OO @dw 6®8 e oS
3018 0. Jey® Dr1VvI RED
Dexs15i®zn €088 @RI B2
DO €03 2MHEHDED @ €nzss
£3©7 O BH 5. OB e30addes 53O O&3253
03 ®8wms ¢u¥n 6388z Dwewsss
e e 9O DeIsIOm 6m0CICS.
6® 98z IOV eI IS
O OO ¢ O e30d geu es®Deden
6@ RIS emIcuzys’ edd
®x S,

qzz»’m&do@w o) 85@8

08D edd
@zsn’sﬁtﬁo@@d’ 85’3505) csOeoO
3 6RIEIO Dnide 6mIC5ST
©EISED e3en e3B&end enecs 8 cesem™
6D 230 2D Des. 1960 ewzs
ne #®8mied gidwenm OGS
66831856 ¥5ed 313650 (ARPA
NET) omsaBe nEs 3HY @@
anderce DEn@imed geemes
®menm 68menm S OBem™mO

2@ meoe

ganwie [ e1d5)d1

s 800 wdx O a.
aundics 08 wewm YE
6e3DI0T 6EREs PERIIEITD IR
(E - MAIL) e®a) esez9@€ncs (FTP)
60Fem»d (TELNET) est@Sa opz.
asin8eHE BeDRW nE ®IEDS FR
630501 HO®ICT »F ©(Bed
Drnmwst eRes ewind (GOPHER)
e2ed (WAIS -WIDE AREA INTERNET
SERVER) , 05D 038 e03 (WWW)
392 832005 BBD ars. @ @823 OSED
D38 0 (WWW) mee00s “edd”
go’mdsics ne 0318180 wem
95005 s DI PO &3
8 gr». avndHEwd eIV
eéoenm $E 085 esewm 60
EIOB &322 01020 $IBID2s
D ©36ledwed 8 g
(HTML) D8 es€0)Ses eseen ¢esecsI
wSemn arm. o® tem) esdudes e
G 201 ees . O, D)
eedDIgIczecizy (Web server) - ¢D2

@5&35 (Web Browser)

f"cs’@cs”@c‘Séwz»@os‘
DRSS - @&@8@ Bexaeg, s

”Vu"‘da‘ﬁo@w 88ag. @é?zs)

& @a)scd’cb:)zs) ¢a@@wb‘3
. edednes

zSch eéemmes - 58ecdBmum
gﬁé@ww Dwewn 0 aqaﬁw
388w. gl HHrew ne DI
508 D B & - B 83 DO 8

ol anBedinn sogmd g,

& Bedew BB 56

@0 ee3DI Iy D3y
HTML @50 Bu» @ 0 @&
sO5DIenD B RA® g¢nd DI
a38eEs ne BedD 98z ced.
&® esewd HTTP (Hyper Text Transport
Protocol) ec31€) 76253. 6®@cs 3Oz
wme ostexs TCP/IP egrediemi@es
2ET 3. e & YBw e RS
n&BesBeEden ndededsiedd eiztd

. aHSHIRS nE S O 0D
6ER eI DO 6ER W0 3PS
B8O eydzest (Link) ewigd oSO
e®® B3sdeEdensds @J@m
BNz, ePee3 OReryzD 3DV
emedy cEFaed ne, cse (Text),
82c300 83, 38038, BB® esen OB
EARS FoDWBE F(RED WSH(D.
aImndIEe e > ¢ 6w
®eDBEHW HS emICHST ERDIGIH
e3e I DR 8B @8s HTML
019263 vedven 5 (HTML
based query forms) eszesd .

’ -'.:,’;e--_aq)so 00 mom‘@%

gomdHce 8EIe YB®

sledees Beded DD e
slesed DDBEND @IQEWS.
e350es8@uImecd es8ecines ®aseddIm
-3 6medwm Dewigdwy BHe
ceemmes eledBeHum &§BORW
Dwewst 60D sdaSw 3BDw. amind
BIERL DG DRSO 8OE® D B & - eOG
08z 802 88e3 gmd esrBedemen
sHem™C . 60T B.pdeh
62306026232 (FTP) esen e0EFem»d
08» slesvwen 88, D181 e
Dexs0532 &5 €3Yeacaz3 R O .
g0 ariedehHcs B ERIODHO
Dexd 63t mIeH 6500 3y
BBescszs’ O,
- 500 §¢ &5 (Pre Prints)
- 302068 © &5edes (Discussion Forums)
- 96R3EIFR e3endd (Electronic Jour

nals)
- Q> 89 (Content Pages)
- »z¥een D380 (Technical Reports)
- e3edmznE 38 (Library Catalogue)
- Do e, 6eSOBI0 ARBY) €30

e9®5357 (Scientific data, Patents & Stan

19

gtﬁsmaé oS 18/1 1997 2205 - ©309




dards)

- Sexy @rcam 29930 (Scientific
Instiution Directories)

- Dex e3tn DB En eadess B &30
(S & T Resources Catalogue - Vertual
Libraries)

o® andst SSBows 8D desnd
B ez3eD.
1. 880 @ges (Pre Prints)
Bwide Bexee s’ D& Bexsr®m
62858t ey Bedemn DIRE e
BEOO e309 389253800 BOBDIEOD
320 e3em) @O eesDwW pBewdd
mlemm qrm. 69w aTIHOKIES RET
5OBewsI® OB W e & -
O OBB. vegd 0D weSs e esgem
&e36wIB OB CE. 9B 8ex)
30 ®ED BedyBH 60w 9mIO
u08» 8 ar. ¢gINTeHEE 6R
&198&mp) ©&HD @ (American
Mathematical  Society) @8
©DIIe0D 1) ERD GO0 Y ek eefdes
&IDes .

2. ©020e) ®es8e (Discussion
Forums)

w08 e®ghHrmmes  (Cur-
rent Awareness) €3€e) 6c3IEI O O
Drewst gowezst 6Ees e300 © &5
SIRBe v, Dexde sleldven
®eIN® agnd ¢ - OF 8
a5¥588I130 90 6edn) IR
ey wedged »Ov® emIdndt
0O®IST OB e3¢ GBedd
OO e® e3¢0 FeseD) B Dagzmew
( Forum Software) (662 Geddeadd)
08z B ermdsies & - eOE B8»
R8I eO5DIEmD) WD) @S 30O
PeEDBWd Y0y GRI® ©B&HYD
30w 6Ded »ed. e3mmDYd
DeSRBDR I1TOE EANIOB e3en
0853 @050 & - edE OB B ewel.

6® wewm oled gumHdde
30BN #D@L 62960,
3029081 @ &560es DEI Rred™®

D18 BesesB. OB,

- 9eoIBe g0edMmds IS

6030,

- 30 wedmnwm HO® DO
5D &H»Vew EEAe »OHV
659030 ERIOD HHO.

- 5D 00 nRBIeE OOd e3¢
Dese® @I o> oS Q.

- 50 Tedned 0 »eSINd
0eDN G MBSR.

- 0= 620 WIRWESBS @500
) s HRIR.

3. peReIB® e393)

(Electronic Journal )
® E - Journal e@es 808
O a@r». eRIMmed dRNIRHD Y®IND
D 0 OFesduld e
Y eI, DRIEDE 385 »Osle
D96 3962 @Bt BES e BEIO
wOzlens qrm. Y &8 sg emedn
83 D18 eedd @g@m"@gaﬁm
esoedzndencszy (Electronic Version) 6Res
20D 268, 608 D13 Sescss aro.

- IAWIBIO @0V @i €353
2050 Bmd IO oS S.

- 500 gd®w B8 & eI
©m O OD,

- 98w v vweduens RES
33026320 0@ B8 630300
e300

- Yeemedt 608 BYed y@renu
603 8ouwens BEAD es@mm
N B g ©2000.

- B8un Rrge De® g BEO
oS 89,

, a-‘, SR @azs) as&é)é)
'cs’@wo@oaa 6@er med. wam@&o
OF NS qooamzs)’aw @E:)oco(z%@ €5
0853 9D & - O VB B emed.
e® wem ole  aundeic
e300 gD@s eeD. T -

4. s9» 89. (Content Pages)

BEe, ©I3ROBD 6100
&350 3060038 T 89 & - 600G
0823 3 @ O, ¢8I - OFeesDWS
&g 89 eedoes (Content Direct Service
by Elsevier) ®8x3 ©30 e3e0da @O sz
80 & 69 89 g3l 0823 6
01e8. DI3 360590 B3&BEID HO® 59
890 DIdws ) Red. 9B
803 @& 610 edun

P 9Bvle 60V 6eIDwW 3R
Ced. 2E 2B O8=F D138 esends
guesws eeneszss eseend (Uncover Service)
a0 89 etdws e2adee @ 6ed.
310860 dexIz0m emISHnd;
gwmzes (Institute of Scientific Infor-
mation) @;¢ 80 ©gw 89 eesdest
3G -3 arm.

5. »oees ©38m1 (Technical
Reports)

slefven e 0805
D193 Dm0 09 @IESHFes BB
e e 1800 aws ed. D13
B0dIDE ©sedm EEDRD d&)
Bedndiz@m e0nd armes @@
D18 Jesie8n e 9510
86T 60, 58euieed 31D €38
ddD8esIE »sues D185 RRIOD
NS PemDIIBs. esImOBICS HES
RS mzsiaed D18 6B EeSE @D
o . IFOTesIR et esSecdeed
I 8T sOFDNEwD W 6D
3608 98 08B Da8my BEAe
5070 @Is 0. NCSTRL (Net-
work Computer Science Technical Re-
ports Library) vz e®@(8 s8vesm
Dexo esbedsen BEAe mistwen 038w
E3833D) FIIDHBIIS.

6. e O (Library Cata-
logue)

£33z 638 IR GoeHczs
25358tRw DEB weDB LS DS HD.
6B Drewwy ENIOD eINS
gIeD 88de 63058 IR
£3¢20) 60D 9@ Drewist €0. eeend
80 ggfemay (Guest Logins) e@es 6@
38 DEO g0 des . wBemdSuw
OdDOe0R LGSR et emnsiges
gedmged 823 estndeica. s
RROD DOz,

tedtien 882 Besm®m
16507 emeds qezz%’
Em@dzs) dce®

©ee338m6D 23 e300 DODesE

08z 60D BRI BOSDIECHD 39O

1 @D nEzt Dexsrsidz emISHL

5B etend SOzl em3dH

=0 20 ewer. VEOF HESH®IE

(Digital Library) ©x0e35 28&escazs@
(23 8290)

gedmme gosS 18/1 1997 82098 - €89

20



s

IN TERNA;[‘I()NAL GRADUATE SUMMER

An International Graduate sum-
mer School (IGSS) in Librarianship and
Information Science was first held at the
Department of Information and Library
Studies (DILS), University of Wales,
Aberystwyth in 1973 in conjunction with
the School of Librarianship and Informa-
tion Science (SLIS), Unversity of Pitts-
burgh, USA. IGSS aims to Provide an
opportunity for librarians and information
professionals from all over the world to
discuss matters of common concerns and
learn of recent developments. This year
they are celebrating the 25 th anniversary.

I had the opportunity to attend
IGSS’ 96 and would like to share my ex-
perience with others who are equally in-
terested in the field of information tech-
nology.

The course was on “ Electronic
Libraries” and there were 31 participants
from all the continents. Prof. Lucy A. Tedd
a lecturer of DILS acted as Course Direc-
tor and Prof. Ida M. Flyn, Dr. Tony Th-
ompson and Dr. Patricia Ward joined her
from SLIS and DILS in Pittsburgh and
Aberystwyth.

The three weeks’ programme of
the IGSS’ 96 included of lectures, dem-
onstrations, seminars, hands on practicals
and visits to relevant organizations. As
participants to [GSS’96 came from a wide
range of differing working backgrounds
and experiences, we had opportunities for
the disscussion of a variety of views. Com-
parative assessments of developmental ex-
periences of participating countries dur-
ing the study sessions proved extremely
useful to participants from all countries
including Sri Lanka.

Apart from the lectures, the fol-
lowing special practical sessions were con-
ducted.

1. Optional introduction to searching
LISA onCD - ROM

2. E - Mail and searching the Internet

3. Searching various services: OCLC First
Search, BIDS, OPACS

SCHOOL 1996

Premila.Gamage |

Librarian

Institute of Policy Studies

4. Use of HTML and designing home
pages, Internet searching

5. Accessing digital libraries on the
Internet.

We received first hand practical
experience by utilizing most of the sophis-
ticated facilities available at the DILS and
the Thomas Parry Library of the Univer-
sity of Wales, Aberystwyth. The partici-
pants were given an opportunity to explore
allthe novel facilities availble at the Tho-
mas Parry Library where DILS resources
are housed. A vast collection of material
is arranged systematically in the three sto-
reyed library for easy reference and acces-
sibility of the users. The catalogue of the
library consited of two physical compo-
nents; a traditional card catalogue ( for
items published before 1982) and a com-
puterized version.

The most important means of
tracing material is through the Online Pub-
lic - Access Catalogue (OPAC). Both the
OPAC and the Card Catalogue include
entries not only for books but also peri-
odicals and all kinds of audiovisual items.
These records can be brought to the screen
from any of the six terminals which are
provided for the use of the public. Beside
giving numerous access points, OPAC has
other advantages. In addition to its cover-
age of Thomas Perry Library stock it in-
cludes items added to Hugh Owen Library
(main library of the University of Wales)
and other University of Wales,
Aberystwyth (UWA) libraries since 1979.
Futhermore, because OPAC is part of an
integrated system called LIBERTAS, that
controls many of the library’s functions,
including the circulation. Readers can re-
serve a book if it is out on loan and by
using the option * ‘Your own use of the
library’ he can list the books he has
checked out and any he may have re-
served. A battery of CD - ROMs contain-
ing LISA and Library Literature was also
in use through a networked system. Fa-
cilities were given to the participants to
access a number of external databases such

as BIDS OCLC and DIALOG.

Serval library visits had been
arranged by the IGSS for the participants
in order to explore and acquire first hand
knowledge on the use of recent innovations
iri the field of information technology (IT)
which have already been suitably adapted
to those institutions. The National Library
of Wales, Hugh Owen Library, the
Bodleian Library and the University of
Bath Library were visited by the partici-
pants and the application of sophisticated
computer facilities such as the OPACs,
JANET services, BIDS, CD - ROM net-
works for information retrieval was
deeply observed and studied. The partici-
pants were given an opportunity to surf
through and engage in hands on exercises
in the above mentioned facilities.

The participants visited the Na-
tional Library of Wales and the Chief Li-
brarian, Dr. Lionel Madden delivered a
lecture about the library and the services
they provided to the nation. An architec-
tural unique wing to the library had been
constructed and was ceremonially opened
by Her Majesty Queen Elisabeth the day
before our visit.

The participants had the oppor-
tunity to visit the world famous Bodleian
Library in Oxford, the largest of the one
hundred or so libraries that make up the
Oxford University’s library system. The
Bodleian Library is the oldest in Europe,
and the second largest library in the UK
next to the British Library. The Library
has been in operation since it was founded
in 1620 by Lord Thomas Bodley as a
mark of dedication to his old University
where he excelled in his studies. it is a re-
markable amalgamation of centuries old
Gothic culture and traditions of
Librarianship of the Twentieth Century, in
every aspect. Even the library catalogue
is taken into account, one may find the
entire evolution of the physical structure
of it from a sheet catalogue, card cata-
logue to a computerized version. The
Bodleian Library jsone of the Copvright
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Libraries in the UK and its current collec-
tion of books stands at six million titles
and 54,000 periodicals. The Bodleian Li-
brary currently provides access to over
400 databases and information services in
electronic form. The Bodleian catalogue
issues its CD - ROM updates for readers.
A very useful lecture on ¢ Reader Services
in the Automated Environment’ was de-
livered by Alison Northover, Deputy Head
of Reader Services, at the Bodleian Li-
brary.

World Famous book seller and
publisher, M/s Blackwells in Oxford was
visited by the participants who had an op-
portunity to observe all automated sub-
scription services run by the firm for the
easy acquisition of library material for
their clientele both in the UK and abroad.
Blackwell’s New Titles Announcements
Service (NTAS) provides you with accu-
rate, comprehensive and up - to date in-
formation on new title in subjects areas of
your choice. On publication, youreceive
announcements which contain full biblio-
graphic details according to AACR2 and
ISBD together with subject and non- sub-
ject descriptors. PC-NTAS software en-
ables libraries to receive NTAS data on
diskette, allowing them to search by au-
thor, title, subjectand ISBN. Titles selected
from the PC - NTAS database may be or-
dered electronically through the PC -
ORDER module. Some demonstrations
and briefings had been arranged by the
Directors of Blackwells and participants
were furnished with all the available in-
formation packages pertaining to their sys-
tems and databases for periodicals sub-
scription services.

IGSS’96 participants had the op-
portunity to visit the University of Bath,
where two lectures were delivered by
Lorcan Dempsey, the Director of the UK
Office for Library and Information Net
working (UKOLN) and Terry Morrow of
Bath Information and Data Services
(BIDS). BIDS is a multidisciplinary, com-
puter - based, on - line information sys-
tem which gives access to journal litera-
ture in the arts, humanities sciences and
social sciences. The material included is
the same as that available in four printed
indexes: Science Citation Index (SCI),
Social Science Citation Index (SSCI), Arts
and Humanities Citation Index ( A & HCT)
and Index to Scientific and Technical Pro-
ceedings (ISTP). The participants were
given an opportunity to surf through this

information system and gain experience.

The Summer School arranged
opportunities for participants who wishes
to work in any UK library before or after
the set programme. Therefore after the
IGSS’96 1 worked at three libraries in
London. At the Institute of Archaeology
Library, University College London, I
studied automated library management
systems and the index of archaeological
sites, world wide. This is an undertaking
of great magnitude, and if Sri Lanka too
could have a similar system, at least a
minor scale, it will be a tremendous na-
tional asset, given our long higtory.

During my time in the Institute
of Classical Studies Library I was given
an introduction to, and a tour of the Li-
brary, together with a demonstration of its
operations in the major aspects, in-
cluding office routine, circulation and
postal loans, responding to enquiries, pe-
riodicals management. From 1991 all li-
brary entries including maps and periodi-
cals have been made on the automated sys-
tem; INNOPAC. In addition all the
library’s periodicals holdings have been
entered on the Union List Serials.

There are two terminals in the
Main Library for public use which give
assess to all records on the system of the
University of London’s School of Ad-
vanced Study, including the Institute of
Classical Studies Joint Library. It is also
possible to consult the holdings of librar-
ies on other systems within the University
of London via inter LIBERTAS access and
transfer, including the University’s Union
List of Serials. A major part of my time
was spent in working with the computing
resources both databases and CD - ROMs
in the field of classics and related topics
including classical archaeology, and in
using the Internet to gain access to World
Wide Web sites of the field.

[ investigated cataloguing clas-
sification and the arrangement of the Pho-
tographic Collection of the Warburg
Institue, University of London during my
stay there. This is an area neglected by Sri
Lankan libraries. I am sure that a parallel
system including storage, conservation
and preservation facilities is centrally es-
sential in a country like Sri Lanka.

IGSS’96 programme and the
study tour enabled me to acquire an ex-
tensive experience in sophisticated ways
of searching and sending messages, sort-

ing and retrieving information and con-
ducting research relevant to documenta-
tion and resources available globally.

In Conclusion the IGSS’96 ex-
perience was a glimpse into the informa-
tion landscape that gave a clear idea about
the evolution of library systems with glo-
bal links. If Sri Lanka continues to ignore
these developments we will perpetually
remain in the shadow of the current in-
formation revolution.

Those who wish to leam more
about the IGSS ‘96 © experience’ are in-
vited to access the web site created by
one of the IGSS ’ 96 participants at <

http://www. conley - hodge.com/igss 96
>,
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Elsevier: http //www.elseier.nl/

Academic Press journals :
idealibrary.com/

hitp:/fwww.

Blackwell Scientific journals :
www.blacksci. co.uk/uk/journals.htm

hup://

Contents Direct service fom Elsevier :
http:// www.elsevier.nl /

ISI’s table - of - contents alerting ser-
vice (Journal Tracker) : htp // www.
isinet. com/jtrack

Altavista:http: / altavista. digital. com/

Metacrawler : hutp : // metacrawler.cs.
washingotn. edu: 8080

Chemical markup language for 2D and
3D chemical structure handling on the
web h: http.//www. venus.co.uk/omf/
Digital library projects: http.’// sunsite.
berkeley.edu/

The University Licensing Project (TU-
LIP) of Elsevier: http://
www.elsevier.nl/

Electronic Thesis and Dissertations
project: http:// etd.vt.edu/etd/

ISI - IBM electronic library project :
http : /www. isisnet. com/

Electronic journals from OCLC: http:/
! www. oclc.org/ menu / ejo.htm

Science Web from Knight - Ridder: http
s i/ www, Krinfo. com/
Intranet access to citation index data-

bases from ISI:  hup:// www./
isinet.com/

Internet I1 : http://www.internet 2. edw/
and very high speed backbone net-
work for InternetIl:  http://www. vbus.
edu/

Ken Rouse. The serials crisis in the age

of electronic access. Newsletter on
Serials Pricing, No. 177 , May 1 1997
(http:// sunsite. uc. edu/ reference/
prices/ 1997/ PRIC177. HTML). (To
subscribe to this newsletter, send the
E-Mail message “ subscribe prices
your name” to listporc @unc. edu).

James Love. A primer on the proposed
WIPO treaty on database extraction
rights that will be considered in Decem-
ber 1996 (http.//www.essential. org/

cpt/ip/cptdbcom. html)
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(Continued from page 07)

1997. Delegates from Netherlands, India. Thailands , Indonesia
and Sri Lanka participated at the workshop. This task was under-
taken by the Central Cultural Fund which is operating the database

as in integral part of its CINSA programme.

_SLSTINET AGM - 1996

The Annual General Meeting of SLSTINET libraries was
held on 31 January, 1997 at the NARESA auditorium. Fifty repre-
sentatives of the network member libraries participated Inaugural
address was delivered by Prof. Priyani de Soysa, Director Genaral

, NARESA.

Expert group meeting on National Databases and Estab-
lishment of Cultural Information Network in the SAARC Region
was held at the Holiday Inn, Colombo from 10 - 13 February,
1997 The meeting was attended by delegates from India, Maldives,
Nepal and Sri Lanka. The three day seminar was scheduled to
discuses the progress and modalities of establishing national data-
bases and operation of a network system on cultural information.

The meeting was jointly organized by the SAARC secre-
tariat, the Ministry of Foreign affairs and the Ministry of cultural
and Religious Affairs of Sri Lanka and sponsored by the General

Cultural Fund and the Postgraduate of Archaeology of Sri Lanka.

The National Library of Sri Lanka was linked to the

internet the universal information network, on 16 January, 1997.
This will be the begining of linking libraries and information cen-
ters in Sri Lanka to the Internet and other data banks all over the
world which facilitate Sri Lankan researchers and information seek-
ers to obtain the most up to date information which is of vital
importance for the developments of the country. To mark this his-
toric occasion a ceremony was held on 16 January, 1997 at the Sri
Lanka National Library Services Board. The most Venerable
Madihe Pannasiha Maha Nayaka Thero presided the ceremony
and Minister of Education and Higher Education Hon Richard
Pathirana, and Deputy Minister of Cultural and Religious Affairs
Professor A.V. Suraweera were the guest of honor.

Tripitaka Has Been 'C(')ﬁmvputeri'zed._ :

The Theravadi Buddhist Tripitaka has been computerized
by the International Buddhist Research Center, Mahargama. The
computerized CD -ROM version of the Tripitaka was ceremoni-
ally presented to the National Library of Sri Lanka by Maharagama
Sri Vajiranana Darmayathanaya on 16 January, 1997. Searching
facilities for Sinhala and Pail data files of Tripitaka are available at
the National Library of Sri Lanka.

Retrospective national Bibliography,
‘ - 1737 -1884

A Bibliography consisting information on books published
from the first book printed in Sri Lanka to 1884 titled “
Restrospective Sri Lanka National Bibliography, 1737 - 1886”
has been compiled by the Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board.

This bibliography has been compiled covering the infor-
mation of publications published during a period of 147 years.
This is a valuable reference source for researchers, scholars and
others who are interested in searching information relevant to the
history of Ceylon in the 18th and 19th centuries. In addition this
will be a useful source for the publishers who are interested in pub-
lishing reprints of old books of Sri Lanka. *

The launching of the bibliography was held at the National Library
of Sri Lanka on 7 February, 1997. The chief guest was the Hon
Deputy Minister of Higher Education Prof. Vishva Warnapala.

37th Anual General meeting of the Sri Lanka Library Association
was held at the BMICH on 27 March 1997. Following office bears
were elected at the meeting.

President - Mr. Harrison Perera.

Vice Precident - Mrs. Sumana Jayasuriya
Mrs. Daya Rathnayaka.

General Secretary - Mr. Wilfred Ranasinghe

Asistant Secretary - Mrs. Deepali Talagala

Education officer - Mr. H.M. Gunarathna Banda

Asst. Education

Officer - Mr. J. Rathnayaka

Treasurer - Mr. Anton Nallathamby

Publication Officer - Mrs. Swarna Jayatilleke

(Continued from page 17)

that the pressent teaching staff, is mainly married, middle aged,
experienced, professionally and academically qualified, but em-
ployed full time in executive positions other'than teaching. Current
status is thanks to their dedication and commitment to the profes-
sion. Within next five years there will be a dearth of teachers due to
retirement, engagement in higher studies and leaving the country.
LIS policy makers, practitioners and educators must think how long
can we depend on these dedicated senior professionals who work
under tremendous pressure. What can they do to attract the younger
generation to teaching LIS?

A further study should be undertaken to carry out the next three
stages of Moore, from here )
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32(4) 1987. pp 152 -153
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gegane gestS 18/1 1997 6018 - @1bn

Association, 1980 . pp 11 -13
24



dr5255P)d £03 2550P>d ~0§25f253¢325FE3
€3<5003"c3 g3©$°B&3 9,e3186>£5570
255(g © 25)3£55d f 0255" £37033 £3£0235
g£f]4g 030©3<330

gotfSS&Bru;?, aiGrjsgjsn/D
Larreuidi—njabatbor ~rrSeurratu

preosb (ipanscStapnsii(iT)®®n6J5r  uu3|p<itj
um_©j£E]S

-

The training programme forP ’
Sarvodaya Regional Library Manag-
ers of Ratnapura and Kalutara Dis-
tricts. 29.01.1997

ods” gjdd©£03 peoDd ge&5530®d
2550 ©C030253£e0("™N(g

urrQgi6Sfinj ngy DT 6i3Rns35ijujleDr
i |5 pieoasS) ®L.ipi_ib

New Library building of the
Padeniya Raja Maha Vihara. 28.02.97

cppfsd 030C3 £03 qsfSi 072530 ©<5)22f
a~od~di 2Bd30di6c3 2§>dO 8 £ gt
255fg-€~ BesSQ 0°55306d “E3£0:§) 0£0© 100

N otijQjb© U3hGiii srreijg) ssniBjsifleni
Qpeoti g)®6ushssérosnu ©ugjiojgi]
Qg>rri_guiT« s>6H6SAu
ueba>SD5so«a)Lp®S)eb x&Laauul-L-

UttlbAlU  UL_I_65D

Workshop on Information Retrieval
through Internet & CD- ROM Databases
conducted inthe University of Kelaniya.
11.03.1997



National Digitization Project

National Science Foundation

Institute : National Library and Documentation Services Board

I. Place of Scanning : National Library and Documentation Services Board. Colombo 07

. Date Scanned : .2-.@.',7./.!'.0../.30

o

"

3. Name of Digitizing Company : Sanje (Private) Ltd. No 435/16. Kottawa Rd.
Hokandara North. Arangala. Hokandara

4. Scanning Officer

Name : N':R'G‘U‘W‘“ e
)

Signature

Certification of Scanning

I hereby certifv that the scanning of this document seas carried out under my supervision. according (o
the norms and standards of digital scanning accurately, also keeping with the originality of the original

document to he accepted in a court of lavw.

Certifying Officer
Designation ../.*.‘f.]?.'.’.‘?‘.’.f.‘/ ...... Pocy ”.’.”.’.(.").'./’.'.[.G."fil./j? o C )['('(() TR
Name CTrowms Wi es umclara
. ¥
Signature : SECC’”V\’_ P

“This document/publication yvas digitized under National Digitization Project of the
National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka™



