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255(332303255 ©(3 0l6c3(3 25.00 $ 2.50  

0230255 £303255 §£(3 0f8o3(^ 100.00  
@0255t£32556 £03 ^£Cs -̂®ng®£325i

esessesS
I G-2553 das?255 C2|Cd‘2552553(3 <3Cd03 ®-@S?£)(3c3 

25500 ©C33§ 255023̂ 235

£3t5cD-eS255 SQ e3(255g® 
25^33  0002553 @e3@003

§£-0Sc3
C3®03000235 ®|£-@o (S^8@ c3i

ioa5ij 18 @$i) 2
61LI1IJ)|JSD - 4, or 1997

iipiuiTdtjliig c%6acTcTO)orj) ®(ij 
Q»S)orp9 diopiruid) 

(DSBaaij

erio.ffaii,i|. aiiDjflaS

ujlsfc GsplaiiTarj 
ifljjio li^uiidifLJliiiij 

aj.srdi. ilnlai)
Q0&JL ll^liuiliflljlllij

&jitm  Jl^airrjjjjoi

OoiafliiflL®

G2isMl.(5li uLjlai
*5 ®[fil4T gjJim p®siD

fl# ®iMM GjjftlJ p » i

fom aiiST joiu 

ai$, Qm^ioij 7
SdfilJilT

Gpo)®Gijfl 687583,698847 - 261 
Gniac 941-685-201

© j$ ®jiij)[r gjflii p®sii> 1997 
iljjjmlor ato® (Jin- 25.00 $ 2.50 

c3j,oir(F)j jj)J)rT ®uii -  1 0 0 .0 0

J H  Ji:r6jlTO)®J(65li), Jill® JLI.QISTJ)(53)13 

djffDffiSHIJ
iflrff ®iiMir Gjtflm p ® s  

6jsbqijisit ra u iiM  Gnm(p(3) s ^ i'jiil

ASHOiliiflffl a(S)$5li Gdbrrir$$®

<3ltf <®u ll$Q|
jiomanjijjoi dijjsii)

Volume 18 No. 2
April - June 1997

Editorial Advisory Board 
Henry Samaranayake 

Chairman

M.S.U. Amarasiri
Director

Janaki Fernado
Agst.Director

Editor in Chief
H. N. Peiris

Special Editor
Soma Siriwardena

Published by
Publication Division 

National Library of Sri Lanka 
Sri LankaNational Library Services Board 

Independence Avenue, Colombo 07. 
Sri Lanka.

Tel. 687583,698847-261 
Fax : 941 -685 -201

© National Library' of Sri Lanka 1997 
Price per Copy Rs. 25.00 $ 2.50 

Annual Subscription Rs. 100 
All Cheques and Money Orders 

should be forwarded to

Chairman
Sri Lanka National Library Sevices 

Board

Type Setting
Thushari Dammika Perera

ged2552553e g0a2tf£ 18/2 1997



£ 3 C } 2 5 )

2 5 )2 £ 0 [2 5 X 3  j, 03.

&p7S$ 04-05
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National Poster Art Competition

The prize winners of the National poster art 
competition conducted by the Sri Lanka National Library 
Services Board during 1996, were selected on 1 st April,
1997. The posters were based on 05 themes. The first 
five posters were offered cash prizes at the rate of Rs. 
5000/- for each poster. The next five posters chosen 
were offered cash prizes at the rate of Rs. 3000/- per 
poster. The next five posters were awarded certificates 
of competency. List of prize winners is as follows:-

01.THEM E : f}0 2 2 f ©  025f@25Xf @0322! 2§c3025f®22Kf

1st KD.NtoshaPushpanjali Siriwardane 
Ke/Balika Maha Vidyalaya, Kegalle

2nd MunuAnuradha Kobbekaduwa 
Good shepherd convemt 
Kandy.

3rd Sehan Swama Kasyapa Ranatunga 
Ho/HomagamaMaha Vidyalaya, 
Athurugiriya Road, Homagama.

02. T H E M E :G)£0<g 22x322f@22>d f)£n g22i 

f)22f®22)d, <|)£0<g d.@$22f©22>of ©03221 

2§c3022{'®22)d

1st Y.H. Sandamalee Radha
Wickramasinghe
Ke/ Balika Maha Vidyalaya
Kegalle.

2nd Pasan Tilakawardana
Mara/ Rohana Maha Vidyalaya
Matara.

3rd S.D. Somasundara
Ke/ Kegalle Balika Maha Vidyalaya
Kegalle.

03. T H E M E :®22>D®fZS> £32^0221 ©0325>2Sf 

2§O 303 O q  £32^)0 ©fid

1st Laksandun Srimathi Hettiarachchi 
Seethadevi Balika Maha Vidyalaya, 
Kandy.

2nd Fathima Risla Fareed 
R/Al- Aksha Muslim Maha 
Vidyalaya, Avissawella.

3rd D. Priyandanee Epitawatta 
Ke/ Mawa/ Mayurapada Madya 
Maha Vidyalaya, Mawanella.

04.THEM E : ©0322! ®@crf ©25322! 0©crf

1st Pasan Tilakawardane
Mara/ Rohana Maha Vidyalaya 
Matara.

2nd A.D. Buddhika Priyasantha 
R/Madampe Wijaya Maha 
Vidyalaya, Madampe. 
Atakalampanna.

3rd Kumudu Gayakantha Moonasinghe 
B/ Udawala Madaya Maha 
Vidyalaya, Badulla.

05. THEME : @0322)22! 22)fS3 ^30£32s! 
@2533@D®£g3 @£336,(5̂  2S0£32s!

1st Loku Kaluge Thanuja Dharsani 
C o/ D  Anula Maha Vidyalaya, 
Nugegoda.

2nd, B.L. Mallika Arachchi 
Ke/M awa/M ayurapada Maha 
Vidyalaya Mawanella.

3rd. Jayamini Dureshe Panawenna 
KJ Ingiriya Gamini Maha 
Vidyalaya, Ingiriya.

National library7 lectures

During April - June, 1997, under the National 
Library Lectures Programme, the lectures conducted are 
given bellow:-

Mr. Ariyawansa Ranaweera - <§ O°2533@0 esoed’zaaSza
2sf'®^&3 eŝ eoD ®o3 
22)0 £3000322) 0̂ £Oc3

Mr. SarathWijesuriya - ssoSsus 22)O3®0
gCD®22>&3 £,@$£33 
d253®3015 £32^ 0CS3253®

Mr. Herbert Wimalaratne - 2s>3(5g3 £33022) £30022)30
2£022f 0(3$3<325)30

Project for The Supply of Books
*  ̂ * :

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 
gifted books valued at Rs. 8,43045.50 to 186 libraries 
in remote areas during April, to June 1997.
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Book Exhibitions

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board, 
organized Book Exhibitions as indicated below:

Period Place

1997.03.31- 1997.04.04 - SangamitthaVidyalaya, 
Galle

1997. 04. 23-25 - National Library of Sri 
Lanka

1997. 05.08 - Urapola Madya Maha 
Vidyalaya

1997. 06. 23-26 - Dharmaraja College, 
Kandy

„ ;* TM Sifffi

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 
conducted the following training programmes for the 
benefit of Librarians of the Scho ol Libraries :-

1997.05.29 - 31 - Mahaweli "C" area in the
Ampara District

1997.06.27-29 - Kandy District

Special Project for Local G overnm ent 
Institutions

A 25% discount was given to the Libraries 
established in the Local Government institutions for 
purchase of books during the period 19. 5. 1997 - 
8.8.1997 from the Sri Lanka National Library Services 
Board. This project functioned on a credit basis and for 
every parcel of books purchased costing Rs. 5000/- a 
gift of books valued at Rs. 1000/ was donated. 
Accordingly during May and June, 1997, a sum of Rs. 4,
56,183.22 was realised from the sale of books.

The Sri Lanka National Library Services 
Board gifted furniture and equipment to 29 School 
libraries, 09 Public Libraries, 09 Pirivena Libraries and 
03 other libraries. o

Mr. W. B. Dorakumbura, the Librarian of the 
Sri Jayawardhanapura University who also functioned as 
its Vice Chancellor retired from service on 05th May,
1997.

18 3 0255 253630.03.
1997 ê §-e3£ote)£©o)<5

^ d “25325)3(3@Ĉ  CD£2§5@0 2§o33e)go3 e3^C03. 2S)3(5g3g3 ©-@6?&)<3 e3COC03<§525)1Do3 Qo)3 CD£2§®

tftim ja fflffluiiJLiuliQsrirar ($0] ignsua.

2-urr®5l cmLau&lftfl

Cataloguing o f new information media
Daisy Seneviratne

<3Q$ZS}<2)<j$  ©25)25)03 ^ & 2 § ) ©

eg.8 .  qQcocss&jzrf .

9 ge&s>2so@ 18/2 1997



NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

S e r v ic e s :

Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending Bibliographical, Union Catalogue, 
Rererrel, Reprographic etc, Institutional membership facilities are available.

C o lle c t io n s :

Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Year Books, Maps and a collection of 
Rare books ,n
Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhala, Tamil, English and International Newspapers 

Periodicals

National International News Magazines 

Science and Technology Collection 

Library Science Collection 

UNESCO Collection 

Collection of Ola Leaves

A large collection of books on Economics, Political Science, Social Science, Religion, 
Linguistics, Geography, History, Art, Music, Sports etc,

(CD-ROM) facilities for 'Science Citation Index' Library & Information Science Abstracts 
(LISA PLUS) "HORTCD" and Current Contents on Diskette

The Readers Services Division of the National Library is open from 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9,00 a,m, to 5,00 p,m,

For further details, Please contact: Head
Reader Services Division 
National Library of Sri Lanka 
14, Independence Avenue 
Colombo 07

Tele: 685199,698847 
Fax: 685201



< §  @ o 2 5 > D @ 0  C 3 |e & 5 5 2 5 3 D < 3 0 @  ® a C ,2 S ) 3 o C O  £ 0 3 0 2 5 ) 6 3

d s z f .g ] . C33C33
g®323) §38s)2S)3Oc03©608 

425d3)6 doBz3) ©06 2S)g®2S)32S)363d© 43003525)00

§  0*2S)3@0 ^8S)2S)30 0823d 
'3)32Sd604825) 053 23) g®  25) 3 23) ©46
2S)3dc0O02Sd 604603 @3)3d2$d£ 3)32Sd8046o0 
@00343 0?£2$® 43d®e0 @2353© 4£25d 0£5d 
14 235 e3®46 2S)3Qo32Sf 0535 © $@©, @® 
23)3000 2£<g ^825)23)30 ed©O0«2S)d46c0 
604603 606o?462S) ®a§23)3o05 ©)0©6O3d 2S)d 
4£& 42Sd4® 00633 ©£@® g§e§C0. 0023) 
g 400235 02356003̂ 235 £3046 23)3000 2$g 
^  O«23)3@0 ^825)23)30, 6d©O0<>2S)d46c0 
60®®25d©@c023d ®ael23)3«oo ©»©eo3d 
286©® ?  003 4£& 4?^4£2S®, § ^ 4 6  60£ 
0?£©g, 0£§ 8o0$6O46 603 ^0)8@8 8c0 
63©6023d 60® 3@0d©2S)C0 2$6® @0© 
<g8@8 4d§ |46  @0. @S53d23jdz 
3532Sd2046c0 0<S23f ®%g23d<0Od 60®36d8o0, 
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Beijing IFLA Conference 1996 : a Sri Lankan
perspective

RUSSELL BOW DEN

Sri Lanka is an island with 
important library and information 
services (LIS) needs that require to 
be met if  they are to develop and 
play their part in m oving the 
country from out o f  the Third 
World and into the position by the 
year 2000 o f a Newly Industrialized 
Country. Yet many o f the island's 
libraries still appear not to have 
clear views o f the roles that they 
should play in national 
developm ent to ach ieve this  
objective and they, and much o f the 
profession, are strangely isolated 
from the developments that are 
revo lu tion isin g  LIS in other 
countries and are thus assisting  
them to NIC status. Many elements 
o f  this IT-based international 
revolution represent keys with  
w hich to open the doors o f  
Sri Lanka's own libraries' and 
information services' developments 
but the doors remain mainly closed 
and the keys undiscovered. The 
annual International Federation o f  
Library Associations conference 
provides the most convenient and 
best value-for-m oney forum in 
w hich  to catch up on these  
developments but no-one was able 
to be present from Sri Lanka except 
the author o f this report who was 
there because o f the generosity and 
support o f the China Society for 
LibraryScience (the host organiser

o f  the C onference), IFLA  
headquarters and the B ritish  
Council in China.

The Bejing Conference had as 
its them e The C h a llen g e  o f  
C hange: Libraries and Economic 
Development. What subject is more 
relevant to Lanka's current needs? 
Form this important theme what, I 
asked m yself for the profession in 
Sri Lanka, were the most important 
and relevant issues to report on? 
There are nine.

IFLA'S work in its many
sub-organisations-ranging from the
major five  Core Program m es,
financed by the world's National
Libraries, through the voluntary
contributions o f  hundreds o f  *
ordinary working librarians(like 
you and me) to the work o f  the 
sections and roundtables, is co
ordinated by the Professional and 
Executive Boards. Programmes are 
focussed through the Long term 
p o licy  and the M edium  Term 
Programmes all assembled through 
democratic practices that are one o f  
IFLA"s strengths. The current MTP 
s ends in'97 and much o f IFLA's 
tim e in B eijin g  was spent on 
commencing deliberations on their 
work objectives for the new MTPs 
1997-2001. The President set the 
scene for these debates by 
announcing each sub-organisation's 
future MTP activities should be

related to the Professional Board's 
focus for IFLA's goals: IFLA's 
strategic direction over the next 
fo u r  y e a r s  w ill  f o c u s  on th e  
e le c tro n ic  en v iro n m e n t as it  
a ffe c ts  IF L A  's o b je c tiv e  to  
prom ote librarians hip globally, 
particularly through the provision  
o f  equal access to inform ation, 
l i te ra c y  p ro g ra m m e s  an d  
p re se rv a tio n  o f  th e  w o rld 's  
documentary heritage.

What other statement could 
be more relevant to accurately 
reflect Lanka's current LIS 
concerns?

The Regional Section for 
Asia and Oceania, o f which the Sri 
Lanka Library A ssociation is a 
member o f its Executive, stated its 
considerations on these topics. It 
is, I think, fair to report that the 
discussions lacked a clear focus. 
Some o f the current programmes 
will continue, for instance, the ALP 
(Advancement o f Librarianship in 
the Third World Core Programme) 
scholarships based on the Bangkok 
Asian Institute o f Technology and 
the ALP Attachment Programme. 
Other ideas are to help literacy in 
Laos and to estab lish  library 
assoc ia tio n s in th is country, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. A new  
idea put forward was for an Asian 
Institute for Education in 
Librarianship and Information
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Science with the ob jective o f  
expanding LIS education, improving 
standards o f  the curricula and 
teaching and updating the 
knowledge o f LIS lecturers in the 
region. Other ideas that were 
around related to the problems o f  
resource- sharing and national co
operation and co-ord ination , 
network development and the need 
for the m odernisation  o f  LIS 
curricula. The Regional Office will 
host another meeting in March or 
April in Bangkok to fin a lise  
proposals which will have to be 
endorsed in the A ugust 1997  
C openhagen C onference and 
Council. Sri Lanka will miss out 
on the opportunites to influence the 
decision -m ak ing i f  it is not 
represented at those two meetings.

Access to information and 
freedom of expression is another o f  
IFLA's primary concerns. Work 
began in Istanbul in '95 to identify 
the issu es and to work out a 
programme o f work that IFLA and 
its members could realistically and 
legally undertake in this extremely 
sensitive and difficult area. The 
results, after worldwide consultations, 
are to be presented after the 
deliberations o f a wide ranging 
committee chaired by Tony Evans 
(UK), in Copenhagen. What more 
important subject, for the social 
objective o f  the profession  o f  
librarianship and inform ation  
science, there is I cannot imagine. 
Yet Sri Lanka is not represented in 
anyway, if  librarians want for ever 
to have a poor public im age, 
negligible reputation and low status 
and to continue to be viewed as 
nothing more than sk illed  
technicians drawing salaries 
appropriately low and to remain

near the bottom of the social scale 
then not to be involved in this work 
is OK. H ow ever i f  we really  
believe, as I most firmly do, that the 
profession has very significant 
social responsib ilities, akin to 
doctors', lawyers' and religious 
leaders', and a central function in 
ach ieving Lanka's national 
development objectives then we 
cannot afford to sit on the sidelines 
in this way.

Three o f  the Core 
Programmes reported important 
initiatives o f relevance to Lanka. 
The UBC/IM (Universal Bibliographical 
Control / International MARC) 
programme announced a Seminar 
for Bangkok to examine current 
UBC and MARC issues in the 
region and especially the work 
going on currently between the 
British Library and the Library of 
Congress to bring some uniformity 
to UNIM ARC. Has this no 
relevance to the Island's international 
bibliographical responsibilities? ALP 
(Advancement o f Librarianship in 
the Third World) suggested  a 
regional seminar for March '97 in 
Bangkok (why always Thailand and 
never Sri Lanka? ), to examine the 
networking o f  libraries in the 
region. Can the SLLA afford to be 
left out o f such an important event 
which is certain to have a major 
impact over future years on library 
practices in the region? UAP  
(Universal Availability of Publications) 
reported on the successful launch 
o f  its new Internatiaonal 
Inter-Lending vouchers. Costing 
US$ 8 they are reusable and involve 
no foreign financial transactions 
(after the preliminary purchases). 
Already more than 80 libraries have 
taken up the schem e. When

resources are so short in libraries 
of all types and user demands are 
becoming more sophisticated how 
long are librarians here going to 
shrug their shoulders and regret 
their inabilities to supply materials 
to the enquirer and how long before 
the users (and as a consequence the 
parent-organisations) are going to 
question  the im portance o f  
continued support for such  
inadequate services with all the 
consequences for the future o f LIS 
development and the status and 
reputation o f the profession. The 
UAP programme and the new  
vouchers are designed to work in 
just the situations that libraries here 
face. How many, apart from the 
N ational Library w hich is a 
member, kno’w o f the scheme and 
are exploiting it ?

Unesco launched the new 
Public Library Manifesto (which 
has now been approved by all 
Unesco member-states through its 
Council) and a superbly designed 
poster to accom pany it. The 
Manifesto results from more than 
three years work by IFLA's Section 
for Public Libraries and reflects 
much argument about retaining the 
conscpt o f the free lending library 
service. It has relevance world
wide but nowhere more than for 
libraries in the Third World where 
they are fighting for their very 
existence.

This report, brief as it has 
to be, can do nothing more than 
give a flavour o f the riches on offer 
in Beijing. For instance two papers 
(and a full set o f papers has been 
deposited for SLLA members with 
the OPA Library) on Singapore's IT 
2000 and Libraries 2000 plans, the 
huge and exciting take-up o f IFLA's
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services and documents on the 
Internet and the launch o f  
IF L A N E T  U n p lu g g ed  on a 
CD-ROM  for those libraries 
without access. (I brougth copies 
back for the National Library and 
the SLLA.)

As might be expected in 
China the C onference was 
excellently organised with more 
than 1400 foreign librarians from 
91 countries and 800 Chinese. 
Motorways in the city were closed 
by the police at the height o f the 
rush hour to move 90 coachloads 
of librarians like a cavalcade to such 
events as a reception and formal 
dinner in the Great Hall o f  the 
people in Tien An Men Square 
hosted and attended by Li Peng, the 
Chinese Premier. (Have librarians 
ever felt so important as when a 
capital city grinds to a standstill to 
let the crem e de la crem e o f  
international librarianship pass by?) 
What other country (never mind 
one as populous and complicated 
to rule as China) could prove its 
commitment to the importance o f  
libraries' and information services' 
development than by having its 
Premier attend and sit through the 
entire Opening Ceremony and host 
a State Banquet? What a lesson to 
us all.

Copenhagen in August next 
year (August31 -September 5) will 
host the 63rd IFLA Council and 
Conference which will have as its 
theme Libraries and Information  
for Human Development. It will 
be preceded (24 - 29 A ugust) by a 
Pre-Session Seminar for Developing 
World librarians on B rid g in g  
In fo rm a tio n  G aps T h rough  
Technology. D A N ID A  w ill 
provide some financial support to

some benefits. There must be few  
librarians on the island who would 
not gain some participants from 
attending? The Asia Section will 
have a programme relevant to 
Lanka on Libraries and the 
Preservation o f  the Cultural 
Heritage in Asia and Oceania. In 
addition to approving the MTPs 
(where Sri Lanka would be miss the 
opportunities to influence future 
work programmes) elections will 
take place for posts at the highest 
level (eg. The President) to the 
Standing Committees o f Sections 
such as that o f Asia and Oceania. 
SLLA is a member. Can we afford 
for the years 1997 to 2001 not to be 
able to have a voice in its important 
deliberations? IFLA used to be 
perceived as a 'rich librarians club' 
dominated by European and US LIS 
issues. Not any more. IFLA now 
has more libraries in its 
membership from the remainder of 
the world than from these tow  
continents. If there is criticism that 
their voices are not always heard or 
their requirements are not always 
being addressed then the reason is 
sim ple - they are present to 
represent their interests in the 
democratic for a that is IFLA. 
Today, to be in vo lved  in 
international librarianship is not the 
luxury that som e in the past 
considered it to be, it is a necessity 
the absence from which will reflect 
in the future on national library 
developments -or the lack o f it.

A bout A uthor

The author has worked in a 
voluntary capacity in IFLA for 
twenty years: in the Division for

Education and Research, in the 
Roundtable for the Mangement of 
Library Journals and as a founder- 
member o f the Roundtable for the 
Management of Library Association, 
as Chairman o f  the IFLA Journal 
E ditorial Board and the 
Publications Committee. He was 
elected into the Executive Board in 
1989-95 and as IFLA First Vice- 
President 1993-95. On retirement 
he was elected an Honorary Fellow 
of IFLA. He now lives in Sri Lanka
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