
g e # 5 > s » D @  g 9 a s f t s >

pa)®(j (MdjlftfflT L IB R A R Y  NEWS
<§ (3°25)3 035)25) Ctcd2a2a3e©<d' g0asM) g25)30325)o3

@®i)io).j)j) 6jdliu j)H.hi)f3di Sdiiiilfi illijjiijib
T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  N A T IO N A L  L IB R A R Y  O F  S R I  LA N K A

1 8 025) ©00©. 3 025) 25)032303 / 1 997 2 ^  _ C3£22te)£®a)(5 
losoi) 18. @j)ig 3 g5©6ro<so -  ©ffuQgmurr 1997 

V o l :1 8 ,  n o . 3 / J u ly  - S e p te m b e r  1 9 9 7  

I S S N  1391 - 0 0 0 0
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NEWS 7 -9  August Uva Provincial Council
Riverside Auditorium, Badulla

Book Donations

During the period July - September 1997, the 
National Library Services Board had donated books for 
the value of 8,92,110.00 to 166 underprivileged school, 
public, government organizations, pirivena libraries in the 
island.

Book Exhibitions

Following book exhibitions were organized by the 
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.

5-21  Sept. Sri LankaNational Library Services Board
8 - 17 Sept. Colombo. Public Library
27 - 29 Sept. RajakeeyaM.M.V.Polonnaruva

‘-i***'-.25* v'7f• -
N a t i o n a l ^i'.-u .■VA.w’-X-'.i,;. >.. ••'SIX "■'xi'. 'i/ ?'V: • > ."V’ • •>

Following are the topics and lectures of the 
National Library lecture series during the period July - Sep
tember 1997.

L ecturer

Prof. A.V. Suraweera 

Mr. W.M. Karunaratne 

Sybil Wettasinghe

Topic

Challenges for authors in 21 st 
century
Using low-cost technological 
systems for horticulture 
Challenge in children’s literature

Training courses

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 
conducted following training courses during July - Sep
tember 1997.

School Librarians

17-19 July Walasmulla educational division
Hambantota district

25-27 July Kandy and Matale district (Tamil Medium)

Public Librarians

4 -6  August Southern Provincial Council
Rural Development Training Centre 
Dikwella

28 - 29 August Ratnapura District
Rural Development Training Centre 
Parakaduwa

30-3 August Kegalle District 
Agrarian Centre 
Wagalla, Rambukkana

O ther Program m es

10-11 July Dept, of Agriculture, Peradeniya

3d July -1 st August Workshop on Quality Manage
ment, National Library of Sri 
Lanka
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Ŝ0irj60)<3bll3sb S60J5^60)pJTTLLnJL_(l) 

6U(TT)l£l USOCBojpULll— l̂urr*II(3i<55̂ fr,QT 
<g)60TfE)rT®L0. <3uiT̂ ltLJ6rT6LI gJT60S
6U S  g l S  61T ^SOSOITSDLDILJLQ,
0ungij6un6OT 6urr̂ lLJL36b (Burra5luj6iT6Li 
S6U60Tli) 0 S§^ggUUL_rT6O)LOI14(BLO, 
r5rTL.1g.60r a&so6i51 (Lpsroipiiasoi 6u<snjj& \̂ 
rg)OTn5lnj6roLfl<s(g) iJrigrTeoi arrri6ooimi®6nnffi 
6̂ormisn6ooruuL(i)dT6rT6or.

a>L_isg) <̂teo g^rTUgmisOTT® 
gJIGOS ajS^SSTT, LQfT)®Jlb 6Un<̂ llllI_ILJ 
ULp<a®g)g51fba>rr6or L̂5l6i51(TF)ga$lg 
L̂_i_mja>di (yapp QptipgrTs c^sbeogj 

0U ®  11361161360 L[©SS600flsSLILILll_60I 
06U6ciugj |̂ S(3kni3rT6or0grT66ip6b6O. 
s  60 6iJl iii n 6or s  6ifl 6or gj ld , sg o  6iflg
L̂LL_u51Q)Usijrisb6i1l6crg)iii 0ungj6ijrT6or 

I5udl3s 60)<s  S606i3g gj60)rDUjrT6org>j 
c^gjib® (Bgeroeuiunecr jgp6U6oni srfir 
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0)6O)6o(Buji ĉ iebsogj uii_5160)60 
c®i§£j606052296Br 9® LUggSKSiui
JS)60)2® 05i6oori$®55U (Bungj
mn6DiS)iT®iii.

}̂2 2 @0 ®rr6052
l̂Lii_2 S36or <§2is>»ih, LQ2)0U)

(gnJa&CSajTSis&QT 6T6oru6oi ŝomi60)a>u36Di 
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iHiD0iii ®00T6oa>2 s9l-I—2S96CT 
036010 ^60 mi 60) 511360 2.6161 03®)
loi600T6D2 a> @iii (Blqeo2^® 
6UrT5̂ LILl<5 5 n 2 60T ni <5> 60) 6TT LI 
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gJT60® ĉ L36l3(rT)g)glg) gllll_L0n60TgI
@H51lJLS1l1 i_ <9*160 6jjll_UJIhJ ®6lfl60
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C A T A L O G U IN G  O F  N E W  IN F O R M A T IO N  M E D IA

Daisy Seneviratne
Asst. Librarian

Post Graduate Institute of Medicine 
_________ Peradeniya________

Introduction

Till recently, libraries acquired and stored 
information mostly in the printed format. However, at 
present, there is an increasing trend towards the 
collection of information in a variety of different formats. 
We could consider books and periodicals as traditional print 
media forms. Currently various types of non - traditional 
media forms are an essential part of libraries. These types 
of material are increasing as the society is fast embarking 
on the electronic era. In order to look at this situation, the 
Library materials could be categorised into a) Books and 
b) Non Book materials (NBM). This could be an artificial 
categorisation.

Uncertainty and confusion both become apparent 
in the terminology of Non - book materials (NBM) due to 
the lack of uniformity in the identification of them. 
Different authorities classify these variously. However, they 
could broadly be classified into five groups based on the 
physical materials used.

(A) PAPER: which can be arranged in a variety 
of ways:
Cards, charts, art work, photographs

(B) FILM: which includes
Film strip, slide, cinefilm, microfilm, 
microfiche, microfiche jackets

(C) MAGNETIC TAPE: which includes 
Sound tape: open reel, cassette 
Video tape: cassette 
Magnetic discs

(D) PLASTIC: flat and transparent or opaque and 
grooved:
Transparent plastic: OHP transparencies 
Vinyl discs: gramophone records 
Optical storage systems: CD  audio, CD- 
R O M  Computer floppydisks

(E) OTHER MATERIALS: which include
models, artefacts, specimens, kits, coins

Early N BM  collections were not based in 
libraries but in educational institutions and religious

centres. Those administering them found that existing 
cataloguing codes were inadequate. They produced hand 
books and manuals for the better control of the media.

History

/ Providing bibliographic access to non - print
materials in Library collections has been evident in the 
library profession for more than fifty years. The early 
history reveals a focus on phono - records. In 1952, LC 
(Library of Congress) published supplementary Rules f o r  

d esc r ip t iv e  c a ta lo g u in g  in the L ib r a ry  o f  Congress:

Phono  records . In 1953 LC developed cataloguing rules 
for m otion  p ic tu re s  a n d  f i lm  s tr ip s  based on rules 
developed by the copyright officer in 1946. In 1959 rules 

fo r  c a ta lo g u in g  p h o n o  - records, p ictu res, designs, 

a n d  o th e r tw o  - d im e n s io n a l rep re sen ta tions  were
introduced. Meanwhile, in 1955 the American Library 
Association (ALA) appointed a special committee on 
bobliographic control of audio - visual materials. The LC 
rules were the basis of the AACR 1 with a revised and 
expanded chapter for non - print materials in 1975. Prior to 
the publication of AACR 2, (1978) many different guides, 
manuals of cataloguing rules of non - print materials were 
adopted in libraries. These were considered inadequate as 
in the 1970 s as large numbers of different non - print 
materials were being produced. None of the cataloguing 
aids available prior to AACR 2 applied a standard 
bibliographic descriptive format to non - print. Many of 
these cataloguing aids did not provide adequate body of 
rules but presented examples from which the cataloguer 
had to infer the rules.

The methods of cataloguing NBMs presented in 
AACR 2 (1978) represent some significant changes and 
improvements. Most significant is the application of 
International Standard Bibliographic Description (ISBD) 
which enables the recods to be used in both manual and 
automated catalogues. Other improvements include 
expanded coverage of the number of types of formats, 
consistent application of the basic principles for all 
formats, consistent application of general rules when 
possible and standardisation of terms related to the 
definition and identification of non- print formats. This made 
it possible to provide better bibliographic control of
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non - print. AACR 2 has standardised the location in the 
bibliographic record for information about the physical 
characteristics of the formats and has specified the 
necessary elements of description’related to specific types 
of format. This is a great step forward in providing 
adequate bibliographic information relating to the nature of 
the materials. Revised second edition of the AACR 2 (1988) 
confirms that the rules cover the description of, and 
provision of access points for, all library materials 
commonly collected at the present time. The integrated 
structure of the text makes the general rules that can be 
used as a basis for cataloguing uncommonly collected 
materials of all kinds and library materials yet unknown.’ 
The development of general rules covering all kinds of media 
has made the rules very flexible. This edition incorporates 
the technical development by the addition of Chapter 9 for 
Computer files.

An example illustrating the AACR 2: General 
rules for the description o f all library materials

1.1 Title and statement of responsibility area

B. Title proper
C. General material designation
E. Other title information
F. Statement of responsibility

: The-Librarian 
[graphic]
: personality plus 
: compiled by Jack 

Lurcher photo 
graphs by Susan 
Shera

1.2 Edition Area

B . Edition statement .- 2nd ed.

1.3 Material (or type of publication) specific details 
area

No general use this areas is envisaged for NBM. 
However, if an item is being described whose contents fall 
within the scope of cartographic materials, serial 
publications, music, computer files then see Chapters 3,5,
9,11 & 12 and in some circumstances, microforms

1.4 Publications, distribution, etc. area

C. Place of publication - Newcastle
distribution, etc. : Luton

D. Name of publisher 
distributor, etc

E. Statement of function of 
publisher, distributor, etc.

F. Date of publication, 
distribution, etc.

G. Palce of manufacture, name of 
manufacturer, date of manufacture

Rectory Publications 
Bishopscotes 
[Production company] 
[distributor]

1988

1.5 Physical description area

B. Extent of item (including 
specific material designation)

C. Other physical detalis
D. Dimensions
E. Accompanying material

F. Title proper of series

G. Numbering within series

36 slides 

: col.

+ 1 booklet 
(18p; 16cm) 
.-(Media and the 

librarian
;5)

1.7 Note area

B. Notes Also available in 
filmstrip
version. Illustrates the 
vital role played by the 
librarian in the 
encounter with NBM

1.8 Standard Number and terms of availability area

B. Standard number- 0-85365-509X
D. Terms of availability £35.00

THE RESULTING CATALOGUE CARD :

The librarian [graphic]: personalityplus/complied by 
Jack Lurcher; photographs by Susan Shera.- 2nd 
ed.- Newcastle: Rectory Publications [ produc 
tion company];Luton:Bishopscotes [ distribu 
tor], 1988.
36 slides; col. + 1 booklet (18p.; 16cm) - (Media 
and the librarian; 5).- Also available in the film 
strip version. Illstrates the vital role played by the 
librarian in the encounter with NBM.- 0-85365-509X:
£35.00_______________________________

Some examples of cataloguing non - book materials 
according to AACR 2 (1988)

MOTION PICTURES AND VIDEO 
RECORDINGS:

Relevant rule appears on - Chapter 7

Chief source o f information

a) the item itself (eg. the title frame)
b) its container (and container label if any)

Gamperaliya [ Motion Picture]/ Producer, Anton 
Wickramasinghe; Director, Lester James Peiris.- 
Colombo: Cenelanka, 1963 
20 film reels (ca. 150 min): sd., B&W, 25fps; 35mm
Based on a novel by Matrin Wickramsinghe 
Cast: Henry Jayasena, Punya Heendeniya,
Gamini Fonseka.-Summary: Fall of the traditional 
village society and the rise of a commercial 
economy.

1. Wickramasinghe, Anton 2. Peiris, Lester James
3. Wickramasinghe, Martin
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SOUND RECORD IN G S: COM PUTER FILES :

Relevant rule appears on - Chapter 6 

Chief source of information 

Disc
Tape (open reel to reel)
Tape cassette 
Tape cartridge 
Roll
Sound recording on film

Bonny, M.
Rivers of Babylon [ sound recording] / Bonny, M. 
[ Hollywood]: Warner Communications Co., 

1978
on 1. side of 1 sound disc (4 min.): analogue, 45 

rpm, stereo; 7 in.
With: brown girl in the ring

1 Title 2. Brown girl in the ring

COMPUTER FILES: 

Relevant rule appears on - Chapter 9 

Chief source of information 

Title screen (s)
Internal evidence (eg. main menus, 
programme statements)
The physical carrier or label by the pub 
lisher, creator
Information printed on the container

eg.l

Microsoft Word for Windows [Computer file]/ 
Microsoft.- version 2.00.- [United States]: 

Microsoft Corporation, 1987 - 1993 

7 computer discs; 3 1/2 in + User’s Guide 

word processor

system requirements(Minimum): 80386 

processor, 2MB RAM; VGA display;

14 MB disc space, MS Windows ver 3.1, MS 

mouse

Relevant rule appears on - Chapter 9 

eg.2

ENCARTA’95 [Computer file]: The complete 
Interactive Multimedia Encyclopaedia/ Microsoft- 
[United States]: Microsoft Corporation 1992 -1994

I Computer laser optical disc: col 4 3/4in + 1 
User’s Guide

System requirements (Minimum): PC with 
80386SX; C D -R O M  drive;
Audio board; SVGa display; 4MB RAM: MS 
Window ver. 3.1; Ms mouse

MICROFORMS:

Relevant rule appears in - Chapter 11

Chief source of information
Microfilms Title frame
Aperture cards Case or title card
Microfiche .Opaque Title frame(s),

eye readable data 
printed at the top of the fiche

eg-

Ardizzone, Edward
Tim to the light house [microform] / Edward 
Arizzone - Ann Arbor, Mich : University 
Microfilms, 1971
I . Microfiche(25fr.) :ill.- (Xeroxmicromedia 
classroom libraries = Xedia)
Low reduction
Reproduction of: New York: Walck 1968. 
[48p.];26cm 

1. Title 2. Series

MULTIMEDIA KIT:

Relevant rule appears on - Chapter 1 Section (1.10)

Items made up of several types of material
Items that are made of two or more compo 
nents which belong to distinct material types 
eg. sound recording & printed text

Disc and label 
Reel and label 
Cassette and label 
Cartridge and label 
Label
Container and lab el
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Physical description
Separate description for each part on a separate line, 

if in a container, dimensions of it

eg.

Hayward, O.G.
The Common Market [ multimedia]/ O.G. Hay
ward.- London : C.I. Audio Visual, 1971.
1 sound cassette (40 min): 1 7/8 ips, mono.
16 slides: Col.- (International slides; 1SI)
All in container 33 x 47 x 5 cm

Difficulties faced by the cataloguer

The first challenge for a librarian working with 
NBM  is to gain an understanding of physical 
characteristics and the content of these different types of 
material that has to be encountered with. For bibliographic 
facilitation, non - book materials are defined according to 
their physical characteristics and are grouped according 
to common characteristics. A problem basic to bibliographic 
control of non-print has been the lack of standardisation 
of the terms related to these materials. This is partly the 
result of the dynamic nature of the media industry itself. 
The characteristics of the formats are constantly changing 
as technological advances have made revolutionary 
changes in the materials.

Cataloguer will encounter an infinite number of 
challenges in this field. One cannot follow the sample 
examples given in AACR 2 or other manuals as the 
bibliographic facts of an item in hard seldom matches those 
found in any other sample. It is difficult to determine 
accurate and appropriate bibliographic information from 
these items as they do not have ‘title pages’ which gives 
complete information. Pieces of information must be 
assembled from many sources like labels, containers study 
guides etc., none of which carries the ‘ traditional’ weight 
of the title page. Inaccurate and incomplete information 
can mislead the cataloguer. The difficulties are 
aggravated when a non - print material consists of serveral 
parts, as many of them do. The term Multimedia or kit is 
used as the General Material Designation [GMD] to 
identify this type of NBM. Each format of its component 
is arranged in alphabetical order in the physical 
description.

Some NBMs do not have a title, eg. models, 
specimens. An appropriate title must be supplied to suit 
the description of the intellectual content

AACR 2 states that General Material 
Designation is an “ optional addition.” There was no 
agreement in the usage of terms by the British and the 
Americans. For example, while the British chose the term 
‘graphic’ the expressive Americans chose “artoriginal" 
“chart” ‘ Filmstrip” “ flash card” ‘ picture’ slide 
technical drawing or transparency . This is easy for a 
catalogue user who wants to know quickly the form of the 
material. The term graphic is not sufficient to identify the 
item.

Accessibility is another problem. For easy 
retrieval, the use of media code at top right hand comer of 
the card or a colour code was considered.

F for film
MA for map
K for kit
Mo for mode & so on.

Clients do not remember classification numbers 
and such codes and often require the help of the library 
staff to determine their meaning.

It is up to the librarians to decide whether or not 
their clients and the catalogue require that there should be 
a general and specific material designation. In closed 
access systems a detailed description is needed in the 
catalogue while less information is needed in open access 
systems.

In some case it is difficult to establish statement 
of authorship or responsibility a NBM. eg. AACR Rule 
7.1F1 for cinematic films states “ Transcribe statements 
of responsibility relating to those persons or bodies 
credited in chief source of information with participation 
in the production of a film (eg. as producer, director, 
animator) that are considered to be of major importance”.

Sometimes the cataloguer may have to view or 
listen to the material to get the full cataloguing 
information. As there is no standrad way of inclusion, the 
list of cinematic films and video films can appear at the 
beginning, at the end or both. Thus, the cataloguing would 
be more time consuming than in the case of books. In 
addition, the cataloguer will be compelled to understand 

the terminology and the technical specifications. New and 
modern media consists of a jargon of technical language.
It will be essential to get exposed to these as the 
technology advances day by day.

Notes area of the catalogue is very important in a 
NBM. Clear description of contents on the catalogue 
prevent inappropriate use. For example, in the case of a
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computer package, the technical details of the system which 
would support it would be essential for its use without 
damage. In most modern NBMs it is necessary to 
describe the supporting equipment required, eg. U - matic 
videocassette will be useless for VHS machines. Thus the 
catalogue should contain these details too.

AACR as a framework can be used for all NBM. 
It is surprising that the chapters on NBM  are not 
sufficiently detailed like the one for monographs and hence 
the cataloguer has to rely more on professional 
experience.

Conclusion

Publishing the revised second edition of AACR 2 
(1988) with clear.and detailed instructions for 
cataloguing non - book materials was a great step forward 
in cataloguing and organising them in a more meaningful 
manner. Cataloguing rules cannot always give precise help 
even though this has ease the burden of organizing new 
information media. The purpose of applying cataloguing 
code is to provide a effective bibliographic control of the 
collection for its users. Adequate bibliographic control and 
cataloguing of NBM  is a challenge to a libraria n.
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