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Q(TlÛ l(3&6rf L I B R A R Y  N E W S
(§ 002553 03155235 9  ̂ 552353©©cd g0a25jS5 g2553C0255G3

@SDII)l©)(hJ) SjjdllU pS0<T)ij$)(DT ftjlflfjlfl IllpiJID

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  N A T IO N A L  L I B R A R Y  O F  S R I  L A N K A

1 8  0255 © 0 0 ® .  4  0255 2 5 5 0 3 0 0 3  /  1 9 9 7  ®25J©2553fo)<5 -  ©^C3£ ® q )(5 

id fill i) 1 8 4 §<i6ijirinr -  i^Qdifimr 1 9 9 7

Vol: 18, No. 4 / October - December 1997 
IS S N  1391 - 0000



-- ' 7v - . .  'i V5

d d d O  0 c d 0  0 ^ )5 3 < 3 ® c i  £ 3 £ 0 £ 5  8 < 5 © 0 s j  g e & s jz a D e & a a S e s S s s f  s B d © ®  0 £ 0 § 0 © O ^

©OD25f 25500(30325)* g$325)03 235(5®.

r r ^ i jL l6 C 5 i_ u  u s b a c r o G D a a y p a s i ^ G b  rB6roi_S)uiT)fD  n y iso  a n  a e r o  situ  u u 3 fb © l6 d la  

@ lq uidl/b^g) ^1l1 i_£)^1sot (Bungj gjrrb Q®rT(g)̂ 1asiflscT c^6OTU6ifluL4

Book donation during the training programme for Pirivena Librarians, Rajarata 
University of Sri Lanka. 10.09.97
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A  Training Programme for the School Librar­
ians of the Kolonnawa area was conducted on 23-10- 
1997 and 24-10-1997 at the National Library audito­
rium. Eighteen librarians participated at this 
programme. Certificates and books valued 
Rs. 7500/ = were donated to each library at the end of 
the programme.

A  one day seminar about school library ac-
, •

tivities were organised for the School Principals in 
the Attanagalla Educational Division on the 3rd of Oct.
1-997 at the Sri Sangabodhi Central College, 
Nittabuwa. 51 Principals participated at this seminar.

A  one day workshop was organised at the Na­
tional Library auditorium on the 27 th Nov. 1997, for 
the volunteer librarians of the Natioanal Youth Ser­
vices Council. 25 librarians participated and certifi­
cates were issued at the end of the workshop.

The following lectures were delivered during 
October - December 1997 under the National Library 
lecture series.
Mr. Julian Hardinge

Mrs. Nalani Mallawa - 
Arachchi

“Electronic data 
inter change for efficiency 
savings in the book trade.
09-10-1997

Public libraries: furture 
planing. Review of the 
reglional conference of 
Public Libraries held in 
Malaysia from 10-12 
November 1997. 
28.11.1997
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Mr. U.P. Alahakoon, Head/ Bibliographic Ser­
vices Division, participated at the 10 th condensed 
course for publishing professionals held from the 
17th - 26,h Nov. 1997 in New Delhi.

A  workshop was organised for the heads of the 
local government institutes and librarians of the 
Westen Province on 9-12-1997 at the National Library 
auditorium.

ill):? ( t o  O totoff©

A  one day workshop for the pirivena libra 
rians of the North Central Province was held on 09- 
10-1997 at the Rajarata University, Mihintale. Twenty 
eight librarians participated and book parcels and 
certificaties were awarded at the end of the programme.
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euniLJJBg) 6}(b)QbG®6n ^60rihl 
a n  6os)i a s o .

4. oasmiujiu) -
Qaiuib^i—L_g>6tDg> <3iLJa5l 
®g>g9 Qaiu®sb LQ/bpii 
ĉ 6UIT)n5l6CI US0nUS06TO6Dr J§)lLJ 
§9nan6ci6U6D)ij uyibg) c§>i6rT6i3sb 
Laaa6ifli_m amjnJL3g>SGb.

@S> QaiU/p^lL. L_g)^l6Dr 
Q u  n ©  l  (ij lq n 6oor 6u if a  gtt 
asb6i3LQn65TadT LQrbpii an®n£6ror 
m a a d i  < o ) ® n i _ a a L 0  g a  <sus6

2_rfl6C )L D iL insngs)sn  su L p m ]@ j£?< a> O T  

Lnfbpii ®ps61 2_rbua)^la6rfl6cr 
g - l b u s ^ u jn e n i i a O T  a jsD jn i36o n 6B r u p i  

s s n a a c o n e c i  u ra a sfiiL JL j s r ^ u n i i a a i j  

uQjs^lairjDgi. ®mi@ cfijB ®x& S>
E n Q )a s ifl6 o r  < ^ L 5l6iil© g )3§) lol!  i_lq

<S)®m_jii_jna a6U65r®a$lsb (S)an6n 
amgi, a a s o  j&n(£a(etf)a®ii iĴ CBiun 
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gn®®g605g SJipu(h)g)gILb
®rrso J06O5SO mrbpii
(o)gni_iiun60T 6i5li_ujmj®OT

5. SLQiJiigmu CSu60orsb gjiluifdaoT

^§S QsUJjP ^lL-I_g^lsb ^60T@I 
<o)un© L3ijl6un® sSleorQpijQ iB6i36orLi 
uQjggLJuQjU] g ^ g  g6nrai®6n 
Qp6orp giurriJ®®LJLnlQ) 6u©s96orrD6oi.

1. sSI.l!  1900 |gsb ^ © i g i  ^l©ih 
U6qii) ®L_ig.(o)iU(ipiju (Lpigjung
<̂ I6n6l51ib(g) <̂ L̂ l61J6051_JI)gIOT6IT 
gJIS0®mJ®6TT UJfbpiil ®QJL£.®6TT 
Shi_ Ihl®6̂ 601 ULllg.UJsb®OT- 6̂05611
“<^LpjBgj CBurr60T <©nu®iii : 20

gITpDn6D0Il£sb cf»IL̂ SU605I_ji)g 
grreo®Lo m ropii ®6uig.®6ri 
Shi_IhJ®6n “ST60I <̂ 6o6r605UDll3sb 
<o)6U6l1l6U©6U605g® ®ri600T®ShIg.UJ
grr® ^© ® @ ud. 2_so l̂6or ^ ©  
iL}S)grw®6056n® ®ng6DorLQn®® 
<o)®ri600l(>) <̂ Ijll3lI® ®600T®®rT60T
piso®miffi©iii ®Qjig.®6n shi_mi 
® ©iii gn© iDrr6odrig.s6
2_so<̂ lsb ^ © g g ]  ĉ iL̂ l®®ljulI 
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@© ĉILp<5l5l6DT (©nu®® <#l60T60T 
inn® lql1 (bii c^so sonuso ,
2_SO®LO (LP(Lf)6UgJL0 2_6n 6n 
girsoa>nii®ai iiifbpin S6uig.®6n 
Shl_rhl ®6Tfls6 c§I L̂I 6U 6051_ JB gl
<3un@iii uu jQ ppg  gg£j® @ 
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ĝ 0o© 5)0 q?8@ qg08 @ ©@©03O©°5) 0g 
0©© 0©3§§003© O?®30©O g£)5)3 5)05) 
@£ 0@® 83083 £85)005) 0®3§§0©3© 63©5)063® 
q?)0@®S) 0O©SO3© O©08® ©83 ©8@3.

(§©© @ ®03 35)@©)35))a)0 <§ 
0©̂ ) 0)O)©)5) 08©5) ®0@©£ O0l83O3l®5) 
630©©£ ^©£ g0©©£ ©°0®®5))0 0)0)853)0 
3̂ jS 3838305)83 ©5) ©06 <§ 3)0©0)©83 
3°G383 830@83@ ©850©̂) ®©0 @630 830§S©83 
005)O0©08O g©0@l8303l®5) §....

O©0£ 336)000 000353305) 63©5)G30 
Q©830©5) ©0O@© 00008© ©@)OO)O0)©85 
0©5)0 8̂©0© 0̂ 0© g5))O0© 0© GO§ 
©0©0 ©3 08@3. 00© © ©O@00 g©3 
05) ©0 @© 0g©O© 0©3 00)001 £00 
83©£ C©000 O©03© S©3 0 @0© @3) © 
®§© 83©5)0 385 0®3§ 0® O0)@©3© 
©005)83)0 9̂ 00© OOg @0©0 ©@ 
C©3)03© 0©3© 3©5)©0@ 053 0@©
3)00000© 0)00083 0)03 £8©03 ©8@S. 
0O©03© 05)30 0©G© g83)O0© G@S 0  ̂
©0035)3 05)30 g£35)3© 300850 SO 
03 @0©5))0 C63© 83©©03© ®®05)0)

0©© g£)5)30 08£O© 5)853© S© 0 38© 
©@3 08@3.

0©0© 3)00100© 0O©@ @833©© 
0  ̂ 00035)3 ©00©© 83g S©5)© g£)5)3 
@0©5)3 ©3, 03 @80©0 O®850 £©0) 0®. 
g£)5)S @0©O© g05©0)5)3© 5)® 0© 
660)5)0© O0@O)©83 08£O©5)@© ®0 OO0 
005)© 00008© 0©© 0© 660)5)30 5)05) 
@£ g£)5X3© 0§®£0© S£0© ©0©0 O0)OOl 
3©5)©0@ 0®5)S3 5)0 5)85). 0© g£)5)3 
@0@O© ®®0385 0©1 08©gO£85 5)© 03
©80©0 g£660385 § O3®303 0§0£ ©© 
0©5)) gO 0©8303© g£0O© 083)0 0®. 
O3°S)0©@ 0)00)© 3©0© ©00)3© ©00) 
S@G§ §03 £0®© ©0 O0gOO£0 3)0) 
§̂ 3©0© 0)O)S0)O©°© 0©0 O5l®O)S0
©0© ©3) g£)5)3 5)05) @£ O©0® 0885§© 
O0(5OO£0 5)® 3©5)S O) 0© 0©S0© © 
©O©)3@0 g83) OSi@O)S0 ©0 O0S385080 
©£ ©°083 83(5)0© 006)00 ©§©5l0© ©£X3©0 
£© 0003850800 83® 3©5)3 08© S©5)© 
0©£ ggO©3@0 5)05) ©£ g£)5)S© 3£0© 
3©8D© 0©3 £8©0S ©8@3.

63515)66©© 0©620ffl® g0)5) 082)03 
0@OG6 0© 3©5)3 @©@ g£)5)3 S)0@ ©05) 
©̂5))0 Q8Q5© ©5) 083)0630. 0©@ 083)0© 

g83) 08©8£§ 0©3 g£)5) ©)®3)0 83@© @8§ 
g©5)S©©© ©)S© go£3 oo©0) £ q?882. 
0S© 00)001 00 ©@)OO)G0)©85 0©5)0 
08©0© 0§ ©©© 8305) ©£ g£)5)S @0©5))0 
83@© ©£ gSssQ© S0§§0 §©S 0£© oog 
5)0̂ © ©3 ©8©3. 00)001 ©0 S©5)©0© 
©)Q© £85100© £ ©)S® O©30 3£0© 5)0 
08©0© ©0)0)05) 0850£)5 ©°©) 0©©@
0as1@©a)) O3?30. 0 0© © 00 ?G33® 300© 
083)0 8305) @£ g£)5)3© 3£0© ©5)
00660) £ Ot®- 6300©§ 3̂)00 00®@© 
O83l0Og OS))00 gf§§0© ©0)030 O® S© 
g£)5)3 5)0 0̂ © 083)00 g§@0© 3©5)3 
O©0£ 00 ?63)0 3£0© 5)0 0̂® G3©5)35)0 
C£)O0033@. 0©0© 00̂ 35© £©0) O© 0© 
Q£)5)3 8305) ©£ S©5)© Ô 0©O©
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M o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e  d i g i t i z a t i o n  o f  

S i n h a l a  p e r s o n a l  n a m e s  i n  b i b i l i o g r a p h i e s ,  

c a t a l o g u e s ,  a n d  d a t a b a s e s :  p r o b l e m s  a n d

s o l u t i o n s  -  a  p o i n t  o f  v i e w

P ro f. J a y a s ir i L a n k a g e
(B.Lib. Sc., M.A., Ph.D)

L ib rarian
University of K elaniya 

Kelaniya

Access to inform ation 
stored in computerised library cata­
logues and data bases using the 
names of persons in a multiscript 
multicult ural environment is a chal­
lenge facing librarians of our time. 
This paper sorts out some problem­
atic Sinhala personal names and 
suggests solutions. Discuses the 
problems of variants arising out of 
transliteration. Suggests the desir­
ability of having standardized spell­
ings of the authors in the catalogue 
and bibliographies. Sri Lanka Li­
brary Association or the Sri Lanka 
National Library Services Board 
should make effort to persuade au­
thors and librarians to use standard­
ized spellings.

'k , IASS:

The problems with regard to 
the rendering of personal names in 
library catalogues and bibliogra­
phies have been addressed by the 
International Conference on Cata­
loguing Principles ICCP in its reso­
lution IV. A (1). After a wide rang­
ing survey, the practice established 
in each country or language group 
for their names, and the order of

elements were published in 1967 as 
Names of persons: national usage 
for entry in catalogues. A revision 
of the same with supplement cov­
ering further languages was pub­
lished in 1980.

Anglo American Catalogu­
ing Rules 2 recommends the main 
entry under the name by which a 
person is commonly known. Addi­
tional access points are provided in 
the form of references leading from 
the name not chosen to the name 
that has been chosen.

Access to digitized informa­
tion stored in different computer 
based databases and internet infor­
mation retrieval has given rise to a 
different type of problem, with re­
gard to transliterated names be­
tween Roman and non Roman al­
phabets.

For instance, in Sri Lanka, 
there are certain authors who write 
both in Sinhala and English. If we 
are to go by AACR (22.1) choice 
should be the name by which a per­
son is commonly known, again in 
Rule 22. IB, commonly known is 
particularized, as being, primarily 
how a person’s name appears in

iworks issued in his own language.
This criterion is insuffi­

cient, as there are authors who write 
In English and Sinhala, and where 
the author’s writings in Sinhala are 
insignificant or rather unknown.

R om anization  o f  such 
names will give way to different 
spellings. For example, the author 
Charles Godakumbure, has written 
his name in English works as 
Charles Godakum bure, where as if 
we were to transliterate the Sinhala 
name using a system recommended 
it would be rendered follows.

03(5(^ 6<xo02q)§jd =f Carls
Godakumbura

The transliteration systems 
such as the system approved by the 
Library of Congress and also the 
system approved by the Interna­
tional Congress of Orientalists 1894 
iand followed by the Royal Asiatic 
Society with additions modifica­
tions have recommended the_use Sa 
for © va for Therefore following 
names will be transliterated as fol­
lows:

0@d0d
3°en

cĝ £oD(5cD255
d&30(5c)25)

Vijevira
Vijesinha
Gunavardhana
Jayavardhana

18 ge&aEaae gDasis) 18/4 1997 ®2sf®s>dS)c5 - @qs3j®Sc5



In actual practice Sinhala ©in names 
of persons is represented by sh. But 
it is the charcter recommended for 
systems. The variants arising out of 
transliteration in transliteration is 
not only peculiar to Sinhala authors. 
As a result the books written in 
Sinhala and English by the same 
author will be scattered in two dif­
ferent places.

One possible solution is to 
use the same spellings that are pre­
ferred by the author in the English 
work. Then the rendering in Roman 
characters for the above authors 
would be as follows:

- Charles 
Godakubure

- Wijeweera
- Wijesinghe
- Goonawardhane
- Jay award ane

There are also instances 
where Sinhala authors have pecu­
liar ways of writing their family 
names in English.

Examples:
Cumaratunga
Cumaratunge
Kumaratunga

Disanayaka
Disanayake
Dissanaike
Dissanayaka
Dissanayake

Goonathilaka
Goonathilake
Goonatilaka
Goonatillake
Goonatilleka
Goonatilleke
Gunathilaka
Gunathilake
Gunatilaka
Gunatillaka
Gunatillake
Gunatilleka
Gunatilleke

Hettiarachchi
Hettiarachchie
Hettiarachchy
Hettiarachi
Hettiarachi
Hettiaratchy

Peiries
Peiris
Peris
Pieries
Pieris

But if the Sinhala name is translit­
erated all his books written in En­
glish will be separated. Therefore 
the best possible solution would be 
to use their preferred spellings.

In translations o f books 
written by foreign authors, their 
names are rendered into Sinhala by 
the translators in different forms. 
One and the same name is translit­
erated differently and hence so 
many variants arise

Exam ples:
3i®e2Ste3£2£fcD($ £)© 
q0es25^d ̂ @ 3 
ep£@(32Ste3£2Sl£)<5 S)c^® 3

oo3@eDcfc$ 60)30603860302§) 

£3@c3d®eDdc5 ®£>3060360302§) 

f06G336^dc5 ®̂ 3ed,®25)3®o30ed'2B
f8&36©d<5 6 0 30 6 0 30 0 2S

d025fg25)325f Z5536CDd(5 

da)25][§25330 U)2̂ d

0603d 625530060d8.
0603d 6 0 3 0 0 6 0 13  
6(30 6255300625533

The logical solution for this 
type of variants would be to use the 
original form accepted and prac­
ticed by each country of the author. 
The suggestion for variants arising

out of transliteration is to use the 
authors preferred  spellings. 
Thereby different works by one and 
the same author could be brought 
together.

In the case of those authors 
who have written books only in 
Sinhala should be requested to give 
the Romanized form of their names 
in the verso of the title page along 
with the Sinhala name.

The Sri Lanka Library As­
sociation should make efforts to 
persuade authors to give their 
names in Roman characters along 
with Sinhala Characters, as in the 
case of Copyright date and Cata­
loguing.

As a result o f the British 
contact some of the Sinhala authors 
have abbreviated all the forenames 
into their respective initial letters 
and retain the last name in full.

Exam pls:
qC®. S . Ĉ332553c3255
0®. 8.^e332553c3253

6D000. 0. 8003 
6D00&3.0 . 8003

q£25l'ep£®. 6£3®dd3
0251 0®. 6£36(5d3

If the same author has writ­
ten books in English and Sinhala it 
is advisable to use the English form 
rather than transliterating initials.

5 GC255®dd0.0. S._ De Lanerolle, V.D.

S 8003. <320. 0®.. De Silva, K. M.
£>. 8003. ©zsf. 0®.

There are also variants arising 
due to transliteration practices of au­
thors.

03(500
6CD302̂ gd
0sd0d
3@d8°eo
CQ-®S0(50253

d&30(50253
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E x a m p l e s :

S.d.S}. @@3Zq3Q)-@3£>3dv

aa@D ®d. cf£®. t  w .j .m .
@@32̂ o)̂ 5eD3d J  Lokubandara

ĉ eDSzrf d-®o02S)'i
0 0 0 2 5 ^  d-®co0za J E d w i n  R a n a w a k e

63^0 )25 ^  ^e33253303253 ^

55ogo)0 ^e332333&32S) I  H e r b e r t  

e o d S D  ^033253303253 ( D is s n a y a k e

§2§Q3C3 2̂ ®3dq> 

2g©dq3cg
r i
s i )

M u n id a s a

C u m a r a tu n g a

C a ta lo g u e r s  n e e d  a  c o n s id e r ­

a b le  k n o w le d g e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c o m ­

p l e x  c a s e s ,  o n ly  a  f e w  a r e  c ite d  h e re  a s  

e x a m p le s . T h e  a u th o r  o f  th is  p a p e r  w ill  

b r in g  o u t  a  c o m p le t e  l is t  o f  s u c h  p r o b ­

le m a t ic  n a m e s  f o r  th e  in fo r m a t io n  o f  

th e  l ib r a r ia n s .

I f  th e  s u g g e s t io n  m a d e  b y  D r .

S .R .  R a n g a n a t h a n  to  th e  a u th o r s  in  

g e n e r a l  to  w r i te  t h e ir  n a m e s  o n  v e r s o  

o f  th e  t i t l e  p a g e  a n d  to  in d ic a t e  th e  

e n tr y  e le m e n t  in b o ld  ty p s  is  a d h e r e d  

t o  a b o v e  p r o b l e m s  w o u l d  b e  

m i n i m i s e d .  F u r t h e r ,  in  th e  c a s e  o f  

th o s e  a u th o rs  w h o  w r ite  o n ly  in  S in h a la  

sh o u ld  b e  r e q u e s te d  to  g iv e  th e ir  n a m e s  

in  R o m a n  c h a r a c te r s  in  th e  v e r s o  o f  th e  

t i t le  p a g e .

D i f f e r e n t  v a r ia n ts  th a t  a r is e  

d u e  to  t r a n s l i te r a t io n  c a n  b e  o v e r c o m e  

b y  u s in g  s ta n d a r d iz e d  fo r m s . In  th is  

c a s e  e f f o r t s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  p e r ­

s u a d e  th e  a u th o r s  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  th e  

s ta n d a r d iz e d  s p e l l in g s  a s  f a r  a s  p o s ­

s ib le .

S ta n d a r d s  a r e  e s s e n t ia l  to  f a ­

c i l i t a te  o r g a n iz a tio n  o f  in fo r m a t io n  an d  

to  t r a n s f e r  th e m  a c r o s s  b a r r ie r s  o f  la n ­

g u a g e  a n d  c u ltu r e . T h e  a u th o r  h o p e s  

th a t  th e s e  s u g g e s t io n s  w i l l  g a in  th e  a t ­

te n t io n  o f  l ib r a r ia n s  to  th is  c h a l le n g e  

a n d  s e a r c h  a l t e r n a t iv e s  a n d  s o lu t io n s . 

N a tio n a l  L ib r a r y  S e r v ic e s  B o a r d  o r  th e  

S r i  L a n k a  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  sh o u ld  

ta k e  th e  le a d  to  e s ta b l i s h  n a tio n a l s ta n ­

d a rd s.

1 . A n g l o  -  A m e r i c a n  C a t a l o g u i n g  

R u le s . 2  nd e d ., 1 9 7 8 .

2 .  N a m e s  o f  p e r s o n s : N a t io n a l  u s a g e

f o r  e n tr y  in  c a ta lo g u e s .  C o m p ile d  

b y  th e  I F L A  In te r n a t io n a l  o f f i c e  

f o r U B C ,  3 rd  e d ., 1 9 9 7 .
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