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Book donation during the training programme for Pirivena Librarians, Rajarata
University of Sri Lanka. 10.09.97
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Book Exhibition held at the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
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Mr. Julian Hardinge - Electronic data inter
change for efficiency
savings in the book

trade. 1997. 10. 09
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Prof. Hilary Yersury - Current trends in Australian
librarianship. 1997.12.11
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A Training Programme for the School Librar-
ians of the Kolonnawa area was conducted on 23- 10-
1997 and 24-10-1997 at the National Library audito-
rium. Eighteen librarians participated at this
programme. Certificates and books valued
Rs. 7500/ = were donated to each library at the end of

the programme.

A one day seminar about school library ac-
tivities were organised for the School Principals in
the Attanagalla Educational Division on the 3rd of Oct.
1997 at the Sri Sangabodhi Central College,
Nittabuwa. 51 Principals participated at this seminar.

A one day workshop was organised at the Na-

tional Library auditorium on the 27 ™ Nov. 1997, for

the volunteer librarians of the Natioanal Youth Ser-
vices Council. 25 librarians participated and certifi-
cates were issued at the end of the workshop.

The following lectures were delivered during
October - December 1997 under the National Library
lecture series.

Mr. Julian Hardinge - “Electronic data
inter change for efficiency
savings in the book trade.

09-10-1997

Mrs. Nalani Mallawa - - Public libraries: furture

Arachchi planing. Review of the
reglional conference of
Public Libraries held in
Malaysia from 10-12
November 1997.

28.11.1997
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Mr. U.P. Alahakoon, Head/ Bibliographic Ser- A workshop was organised for the heads of the

™ condensed  local government institutes and librarians of the

vices Division, participated at the 10

course for publishing professionals held from the Westen Province on 9-12-1997 at the National Library

17" - 26" Nov. 1997 in New Delhi.

auditorium.

A one day workshop for the pirivena libra
rians of the North Central Province was held on 09-
10- 1997 at the Rajarata University, Mihintale. Twenty
eight librarians participated and book parcels and

certificaties were awarded at the end of the programme.
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Modern technology and the digitization of
Sinhala personal names in bibiliographies,
catalogues, and databases: problems and
solutions - a point of view

Prof. Jayasiri Lankage

Access to information
stored in computerised library cata-
logues and data bases using the
names of persons in a multiscript
multicult ural environment is a chal-
lenge facing librarians of our time.
This paper sorts out some problem-
atic Sinhala personal names and
suggests solutions. Discuses the

problems of variants arising out of

transliteration. Suggests the desir-
ability of having standardized spell-
ings of the authors in the catalogue
and bibliographies. Sri Lanka Li-
brary Association or the Sri Lanka
National Library Services Board
should make effort to persuade au-
thors and librarians to use standard-
ized spellings.

The problems with regard to
the rendering of personal names in
library catalogues and bibliogra-
phies have been addressed by the
International Conference on Cata-
loguing Principles ICCP in its reso-
lution I'V. A (1). After a wide rang-
ing survey, the practice established
in each country or language group
for their names, and the order of

(B.Lib. Sc., M.A., Ph.D)
Librarian
University of Kelaniya
Kelaniya

elements were published in 1967 as
Names of persons: national usage
for entry in catalogues. A revision
of the same with supplement cov-
ering further languages was pub-
lished in 1980.

Anglo American Catalogu-
ing Rules 2 recommends the main
entry under the name by which a
person is commonly known. Addi-
tional access points are provided in
the form of references leading from
the name not chosen to the name
that has been chosen.

Access to digitized informa-
tion stored in different computer
based databases and internet infor-
mation retrieval has 4given rise toa
different type of problem, with re-
gard to transliterated names be-
tween Roman and non Roman al-
phabets.

For instance, in Sri Lanka,
there are certain authors who write
both in Sinhala and English. If we
are to go by AACR (22.1) choice
should be the name by which a per-
son is commonly known, again in
Rule 22. 1B, commonly known is
particularized, as being, primarily
how a person’s name appears in

works issued in his own language.

This criterion is insuffi-
cient, as there are authors who write
in English and Sinhala, and where
the author’s writings in Sinhala are
insignificant or rather unknown.

Romanization of such
names will give way to different
spellings. For example, the author
Charles Godakumbure, has written
his name in English works as
Charles Godakum bure, where as if
we were to transliterate the Sinhala
name using a system recommended
it would be rendered follows.

025G eI = Carls
Godakumbura

The transliteration systems
such as the system approved by the
Library of Congress and also the
system approved by the Interna-
tional Congress of Orientalists 1894
and followed by the Royal Asiatic
Society with additions modifica-
tions have recommended the_use Sa
for © va for ©. Therefore following
names will be transliterated as fol-
lows:

DeddS - Vijevira
Deedtoen - Vijesinha
©e00® - Gunavardhana
SEaleats) - Jayavardhana
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In actual practice Sinhala ®in names

of persons is represented by sh. But
it is the charcter recommended for
systems. The variants arising out of
transliteration in transliteration is
not only peculiar to Sinhala authors.
As a result the books written in
Sinhala and English by the same
author will be scattered in two dif-
ferent places.

One possible solution is to
use the same spellings that are pre-
ferred by the author in the English
work. Then the rendering in Roman
characters for the above authors
would be as follows:

D8GEe3 - Charles
COUNQ'e] Godakubure
BetddS - Wijeweera
Seed€doen - Wijesinghe
&8 - Goonawardhane
EERlemt) - Jayawardane

There are also instances
where Sinhala authors have pecu-
liar ways of writing their family
names in English.

Examples:
Cumaratunga
Cumaratunge
Kumaratunga

Disanayaka
Disanayake
Dissanaike
Dissanayaka
Dissanayake

Goonathilaka
Goonathilake
Goonatilaka
Goonatillake
Goonatilleka
Goonatilleke
Gunathilaka
Gunathilake
Gunatilaka
Gunatillaka
Gunatillake
Gunatilleka
Gunatilleke

Hettiarachchi
Hettiarachchie
Hettiarachchy
Hettiarachi
Hettiarachi
Hettiaratchy

Peiries

Peiris

Peris

Pieries

Pieris
But if the Sinhala name is translit-
erated all his books written in En-
glish will be separated. Therefore
the best possible solution would be
to use their preferred spellings.

In translations of books
written by foreign authors, their
names are rendered into Sinhala by
the translators in different forms.
One and the same name is translit-
erated differently and hence so
many variants arise

Examples:
HeES TS B9
gBess¥ed Tey®o
eRBEN TS B

03036838 66)e3erBeDIed S
esecdetIS etaredeDredredS
fedecsrecdd ecredemiecadeds
836838 080360083

¥t maewdS
SDBIgNB Qs

Bewd emEededdd.
Bewd eDrFedeIE3
6ED emIEE3EmIE3

The logical solution for this
type of variants would be to use the
original form accepted and prac-
ticed by each country of the author.
The suggestion for variants arising

out of transliteration is to use the
authors
Thereby different works by one and
the same author could be brought
together.

In the case of those authors
who have written books only in
Sinhala should be requested to give
the Romanized form of their names
in the verso of the title page along
with the Sinhala name.

The Sri Lanka Library As-
sociation should make efforts to
persuade authors to give their
names in Roman characters along
with Sinhala Characters, as in the
case of Copyright date and Cata-
loguing.

preferred spellings.

As a result of the British
contact some of the Sinhala authors
have abbreviated all the forenames
into their respective initial letters
and retain the last name in full.

Exampls:
1®. 8. e300

0. 8. Be305032

2AED. &. 8D
By . 8. 8

a3 ' a®. esedsd
O3, O8. eeseddd

If the same author has writ-
ten books in English and Sinhala it
is advisable to use the English form
rather than transliterating initials.

& Gedic. 8. .- De Lanerolle, V.D.

¢ 830 . 89.. De Silva, K. M.

8. 8. . ©8.

There are also variants arising
due to transliteration practices of au-
thors.
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Examples:
8.4.8. eI EEN
28D . a1®. W.JM.
6EIDRETNS Lokubandara
&8st Sendm
D85 Sesdm f Edwin Ranawake

B30 Besomncs  {Herbert
0320 Besozmcszs  § Dissnayake

95caes @S _
98ces @@adzsgc;}M““ idasa

@O0 §8ces? Cumaratunga

Bess %csozmcom}

Cataloguers need a consider-
able knowledge to understand the com-
plex cases, only a few are cited here as
examples. The author of this paper will
bring out a complete list of such prob-
lematic names for the information of
the librarians.

If the suggestion made by Dr.
S.R. Ranganathan to the authors in
general to write their names on verso
of the title page and to indicate the
entry element in bold typs is adhered
to above problems would be
minimised. Further, in the case of
those authors who write only in Sinhala
should be requested to give their names
in Roman characters in the verso of the
title page.

Different variants that arise
due to transliteration can be overcome
by using standardized forms. In this
case efforts should be made to per-
suade the authors to make use of the

standardized spellings as far as pos-
sible.

Standards are essential to fa-
cilitate organization of information and
to transfer them across barriers of lan-
guage and culture. The author hopes
that these suggestions will gain the at-
tention of librarians to this challenge
and search alternatives and solutions.
National Library Services Board or the
Sri Lanka Library Association should
take the lead to establish national stan-
dards.

1. Anglo - American Cataloguing
Rules. 2 “ed., 1978.

2. Names of persons: National us age
for entry in catalogues. Compiled
by the IFLA International office
for UBC, 3rd ed., 1997.
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