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Book Donations . .

The Asia Foundation has donated books valued
Rs. 100000 to the Jaffna Hindu College Library.
Mr Mark Mecean, the Permanent Represantative of
the Asia Foundation gave away the books.

The Asia Foundation also donated books to
the Jaffna Public Library. The books were handed
over by Mr Carl Inderperth, US State Secretary of
South Asian Affairs on 19 April 1998 at the Asia
Foundation Head Office, Colombo.

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
donated a multimedia computer to the Library and
Information Science Department, University of
Kelaniya for the benefit of LIS students. The ceremony
was held on 05 May 1998 at the SLNLSB

Following training programmes were
conducted by the Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board during April-June 1998

07-08 May - Aralaganwila - School Librarians
(Tamil medium)
in Polonnaruwa
district

23-26 June - National Library - Public Librarians

(Tamil medium) in
North and East provinces

Following are the topics and lecturers of the
National Library lecture series during April-June
1998.

Lecturer _ Topic

Dushyanth Daniel 13 52%EB erdm 605 ednmes

Srimati Gunasena 8&a¢ §53¢®

M. Banduseela O8 Oz O Busdes glcses Do
BIBIQ e39E3S

Nanda Narangoda £00%8m @832 ne Bade® 1die
o Degaesm PR DiEiéuen B3SO

Exhibitions

* Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
conducted a book exhibition to mark the World Book
and Copyright day on 23 April 1998. Mr. Richard
Patirana, Hon. Minister of Education and Higher
Education was the Chief Guest. Prof. Vishva
Warnapala, the Deputy Minister of Education and
Higher Education and Prof. A.V. Suraweera, the
Deputy Minister of Cultural Affairs were also present
at the opening ceremony.

* Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

! conducted a book exhibition from 09-19 June 1998

at the provincial council stadium, Beliatta. The exhi-
bition was organized by the Isur u Scholarship Fund

R N A

A workshop on Preservation of manuscripts,
books and other printed materials was held at the
National Museum from 18-05-98 to 16-06-98.

Dr. O. P Agrawal, Director, Indian Preservati Institution
conducted the workshop and representatives ~ from various
institutions such as National Museum, National Library,
Archaeological Department, Central Cultural Fund and
Post Graduate Institute of Archaeology participated.

Dr. Agrawal conducted another workshop as well
titled Preserve Doument from 08-13 June 1998 at the National
Museum.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending, Bibliographical, Union Catalogue, Rererrel,
Reprographic etc. Institutional membership facilities are available.

Collections:

Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Year Books, Maps and a collection of Rare
books

Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhala, Tamil, English and International Newspapers
Periodicals

National & International News Magazines

Science and Technology Collection

Library Science Collection

UNESCO Collection

Collection of Ola Leaves

Alarge collection of books on Economics, Political Science, Social Science, Religion, Linguistics,
Geography, History, Art, Music, Sports etc.

(CD-ROM) facilities for 'Science Citation Index' Library & Information Science Abstracts (LISA
PLUS) "HORTCD" and Current Contents on Diskette

The Readers Services Division of the National Library is open from
Tuesday to saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

For further details, please contact: Head
Reader Services Division
National Library of Sri Lanka
14, Independence Avenue
Colombo 07

Tele : 685199, 698847
Fax : 685201
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UPDATING THE UNESCO PUBLIC LIBRARY
MANIFESTO

H. M. Guraratne Banda
Director
Library and Information Services
National Institute of Education
Maharagama

Since the organization was founded in 1945,
UNESCO has contributed to the development of libraries.
The UNESCO Public Library Manifesto was first published
in 1949. To put in practice the advice given in the
manifesto pilot libraries were set up in India, Colombiaand
Nigeria. In 1972 a revised version of the manifesto
was issued. In 1990 the section of public libraries
within IFLA initiated a revision of the 1972 version.
A final draft was presented to the Professional Board
of IFLA in April 1994. The manifesto was then adopted
by UNESCO in November 1994.

At the UNESCO 2nd General Conference in
November 1947 it was agreed that the organization
should publish suitable leaflets to promote the understanding
of public libraries. In 1949 the Public Library Manifesto
was published in form of a poster and a leaflet,
proclaiming the public library to be a creation of mod-
ern democracy.

The public library was described under the fol-
lowing headings: -

» UNESCO and public libraries

» The public library: a democratic agency for
education

» What the public library should offer
» A vital community force
» The peoples university

To put in practice the advice given in the
manifesto pilot libraries were set up to act both as mod-

els and as subject of experiment. The first pilot library
in New Delhi, India opened in 1951. Later pilot librar-
ies were established at Colombia’s University in the
city of Medellin and at Enugu in East Nigeria.

1972 was proclaimed by UNESCO as the
International Book Year (IBY). Number of activities
took place all over the world to focus the importance
of books and to promote reading. As a contribution to
the International Book Year in 1972 UNESCO
requested the Section of Public Libraries within I[FLA
to revise the manifesto on public libraries issued in
1949. A revised manifesto, reflecting changes in the
public library situation in the last 20 years, was adopted
by UNESCO in January 1972.

Between 1949 and 1972 in many respects
radical changes had taken place in society and in
public libraries. This was reflected in the revised
version which offered a broader concept of the
purpose of the public library. It was stated that the
public library is not only to support education but the
purpose, of the public library is also to promote
information, receration and culture. The 1972 version
also focuses on the importance of the child as library
user. However, some fundamental statements are al-
most identical in both versions, namely that:

> the public library should be established under the
clear mandate of law

» it should be maintained wholly from public funds

» no direct charge should be made to anyone for its
services
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Four decades later

The pilot libraries set up in the 50s did no doubt
play important role in public library development and
in the effort to promote literacy. The success of the
pilot libraries in the first decade of their operation is
not to be questioned. When Delhi Pubic Library celebrated
its 25th anniversary in 1976 Mr. Frank M. Gardner, ap-
pointed as UNESCO consultant in 1951, expressed the
following observations:

..... I did not know quite what I expected to find.
It was a totally new experiment- a public library
conceived on Western lines, to be free to its users, and
giving lending and reference service to all. It was the
first UNESCO pilot project, sponsored by UNESCO
and the Government of India.”

Since the pilot libraries were established some
40 years ago radical changes have taken place in society.
The pilot libraries are still operating. Whether the original
goals and objectives still are valid and the function of
the libraries still are according to the objectives has
never been examined.

In 1990 the Section of Public Libraries within
IFLA initiated a revision of the 1972 version of the
manifesto. The revision caused a number of principals
and practical questions. For example:

* To whom should the manifesto be addressed?
Primarily to the general public, to the library profession or
to local or other authorities?

*  Should it be written with the situation in the
developing countries in mind ? Or should it be adopted
to the public library situation in the industrialized
countries? Or should it be equally relevant to both?

* The question of charging was a crucial point.

Would it still be adequate to state that public library
services should be free of charge even when we all know
that this does not reflect the current situation?

There were indeed a number of questions to be
carefully examined before any proposition whatsoever
could. be presented. In the preparatory work library
representatives from all parts of the world were

involved. A final draft was presented in April 1994.
(this was adopted by UNESCO November 1994)

What should be kept in mind is that the
UNESCO Public Library Manifesto has, and always
had, the form of a UNSECO declaration- not a convention
A declaration is less imperative but can on the other
hand be more precise in its advice.

UNESCO has since the very beginning played
an important role in library development and in the promotion
of literacy. The activities to promote and implement
the revised manifesto should be a responsibility of

"UNESCO and IFLA. The revised version offers an opportunity
to establish a link to the first pilot libraries and to encourag
that the pilot libraries as a means to put in practice what
was stated in 1949, should be re- examined.

Good ideas never practiced are still good, as
ideas. But good ideas transformed into practice are
still better.

Participants in the pre-session seminar were
requested to present a national report to give
information on current library development in the
countries represented. The reports were supposed to
cover library organization and structure, library,
activities, literacy programmes, book production and
future development.

Although the countries represented had much
in common as far as library development is concerned
there were also significant differences.

A common problem seems to be the book production- or
rather the insufficient production of books. Countries
like Jamaica and Trinidad with English as common language
and a comparatively high literacy rate still have a very
limited national book production. The emphasis is on
text books for the schools. In Mocambique with estimated
illiteracy rate of 67 per cent and the damage of civil
war, books are mainly imported from Portugal and
Brazil. The internal book production is reduced to
text books for primary schools. Even if printed in large
quantities it is not enough to meet the needs.

In Malaysia there has been an increase in book

_production since the 60s. At present 3700 titles per year
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are published. The figure however should be seen
against the background that Malaysia with its 18 mil-
lion inhabitants enjoys an economic growth and that
the literacy rate is almost 80 per cent. The main part of
the titles published are in Malay. Agencies have been
set up to support quality publications in the national
language. Sale seems to be a great problem as people
in general are unwilling to spend money on books.

In Mexico with a population of 81 million and
an estimated literacy rate of 87 per cent, 1234 publishers
are registered. The annual book production counts for
7000 titles with an average of 2000 copies per title.
Nevertheless, the consumption of books per capita is
low. Most of the readers prefer comics.

In general book prices are prohibitive, for
instance in Brazil where publishers maintain a price
cartel. The publishing houses in Brazil are profitable
companies concentrating on religious subjects,
bestsellers and school books. There are altogether 220
bookshops in Brazil, to be compared with the television
broadcasts that cover every corner of the country.

There is undoubtedly a connection between literacy
rates and the book production. But there is also a strong
connection between reading tradition and book producton.

5
SO »f%?}%w«. S R LR

national programmes for library development. In some
cases they are recently established. For instance in
Mexico where the National Programme of Public Libraries
started in 1983. The objectives of the programme was
to create and develop a National Network of Public
Libraries by establishing at least one public library in
each municipality with a secondary school. According
to the programme all citizens should have free and equal
access to reading.

In Trinidad the public library tradition goes back
to 1851. Today the organization consists of three public
systems that maintains 20 branch libraries throughout
the country. Legislation to establish the National Libraryand
Information System is being drafted. This system will
provide for an integration of the public libraries and
the coordination of all other libraries into the private
and public sector.

In many of the countries represented there are

The Jamaica Library Service includes the Public
and School Library system and operates under the
Ministry of Education. There is a network of 13 main
libraries and 134 branch libraries. Three book centres
and 476 book mobile stops.

The Malaysian Library Association (PPM) has
played and active role in reading promotion and in
library development. In 1968 the association released.
the Blueprint for Public Library Development in
Malaysia- amasterplan for public library services. The
National Library of Malaysia, established in 1971, plays
a major role as the national agency to advice and
facilitate library development in the country.

In Venezuela the, National System of Public
Libraries started in 1977. Due to, among other factors,
the favourable economic and political situation library
development experienced a rapid growth. Common
norms, policies and strategies rule the 674 service points
which operate as 23 individual networks. Each
network’s headquarter is located in the Central Public
Library, normally situated in the capital of the state.
Apart from the Central Public Libraries there are 238
public libraries, 306 reading rooms and 70 loan points.
Mobile services include 34 bookmobiles, one
bibliolancha (motorboat), one bibliobonga (canoe) and
the bibliomovil.

In Mocambique most of the library structure was
damaged in the civil war 1975-1980. The project to
re- establish the network of libraries has focused on
library service in rural areas. The programme will be
launched by the end of 1994. The re- establishment of
a library structure has a long way to go.

The national reports show different levels of
development. The establishment of library networks
are adopted to local conditions but shows more
similarities than differences. What seems to be the weak
point is school libraries?

Library activities show a wide variety of reading
activities and other events. Most activities are directed
towards children and youth. The ambition in general
is to promote reading habits and serve as educational
support. But libraries are also open to all cultural and
artistic expressions as well as they serve as centres for
information and recreation. ®
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