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B o o k  D o n a t i o n s

The Asia Foundation has donated books valued 
Rs. 100000 to the Jaffna Hindu College Library. 
Mr Mark Mecean, the Permanent Represantative of 
the Asia Foundation gave away the books.

The Asia Foundation also donated books to 
the Jaffna Public Library. The books were handed 
over by Mr Carl Inderperth, US State Secretary of 
South Asian Affairs on 19 April 1998 at the Asia 
Foundation Head Office, Colombo.

_________________ E x h i b i t i o n s ________

* Sri Lanka. National Library Services Board 
conducted a book exhibition to mark the World Book 
and Copyright day on 23 April 1998. Mr. Richard 
Patirana, Hon. Minister of Education and Higher 
Education was the Chief Guest. Prof. Vishva 
Warnapala, the Deputy Minister of Education and 
Higher Education and Prof. A.V. Suraweera, the 
Deputy Minister of Cultural Affairs were also present 
at the opening ceremony.

* Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 
■' conducted a book exhibition from 09-19 June 1998

at the provincial council stadium, Beliatta. The exhi­
bition was organized by the Isur u Scholarship Fund

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 
donated a multimedia computer to the Library and 
Information Science Department, University of 
Kelaniya for the benefit of LIS students. The ceremony 
was held on 05 May 1998 at the SLNLSB

v„ - A f ' 7
' - ;0 / T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a i r i n u

Follow ing training programmes were 
conducted by the Sri Lanka National Library Services 
Board during April-June 1998

07-08 May - Aralaganwila - School Librarians
(Tamil medium) 
in Polonnaruwa 
district

23-26 June - National Library - Public Librarians
(Talnil medium) in
North and East provinces

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  L e c t u r e  S e r i e s

Following are the topics and lecturers of the 
National Library lecture series during April-June
1998.
Lecturer Topic

Dushy anth Daniel 
Srimati Gunasena

M. Banduseela
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Nanda Narangoda g30>®253 @©8253“ 2$<g 28c30@® gd^g
£03 0©^3£3253 ^ £ 3 0 2 5 3 3  O

A  workshop on Preservation of manuscripts, 
books and other printed materials was held at the 
National Museum from 18-05-98 to 16-06-98.
Dr. O. P Agrawal, Director, Indian Preservati Institution
conducted the workshop and representatives from various 
institutions such as National Museum, National Library, 
Archaeological Department, Central Cultural Fund and 
Post Graduate Institute of Archaeology participated.

Dr. Agrawal conducted another workshop as well 
titled Preserve Doument from 08-13 June 1998 at the National 
Museum.

(0 5  ihus>&>£> Q ajni—h )

U I£±JLI rglpSLJSblh 6TOTU6U©n5lsb li^J35l59<5>6n

JDgSteb axsojjgi] Q a n s m - S J i r r .

i_rra>i_rT c^ a rrsu n sb  “ c^6iJ6soimia>6036nLj © u & p g is b ”  

CTOTgiiLQ gjsroeoLjJsoi <̂ yp (Bmjpin <§>© uu3®<̂ lu ui_L_603rD
(Bgj^luj gJi^scTffnsDsouJso 1998 u^sr 8-13 eglagSI
rf)i_g )S 96cin .

(0 4 8 Q & D z f)

1998 07,08 C3253 ©^253 2£<g @£33@<g325f253d£0

&6q C£>o3 q  ®£0OiQ ®035ed0>3253©cî  ®£33©<g325j253d£0
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N A T I O N A L  L I B R A R Y  O F  S R I  L A N K A

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending, Bibliographical, Union Catalogue, Rererrel, 
Reprographic etc. Institutional membership facilities are available.

Collections:

Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Year Books, Maps and a collection of Rare 
books

Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhala, Tamil, English and International Newspapers 

Periodicals

National & International News Magazines 

Science and Technology Collection
, •

Library Science Collection 

UNESCO Collection 

Collection of Ola Leaves

A  large collection of books on Economics, Political Science, Social Science, Religion, Linguistics, 
Geography, History, Art, Music, Sports etc.

(CD-ROM) facilities for 'Science Citation Index' Library & Information Science Abstracts (LISA  
PLUS) "HORTCD" and Current Contents on Diskette

T h e  R e a d e r s  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  i s  o p e n  f r o m  

T u e s d a y  t o  S a t u r d a y  f r o m  9 . 0 0  a . m .  t o  5 . 0 0  p . m .

For further details, please contact: Head
Reader Services Division 
National Library of Sri Lanka 
14, Independence Avenue 
Colombo 07

Tele: 685199, 698847 
Fax : 685201
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3̂(5025) e,8“25)d25)3 £Ô ©0 0®0O325)
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01160 6iJli_irrLb (ISBD), 5=fr6u(B2'3: 
iglOJLQ 01160 6̂0®5bU) (ISBN), 
<5IT6U(B<52 I0TU1-CI U®6U 06U6l5ll3(h) 
a>6i56or @605b5bm (ISSN) ,6151(85= l_
LfllTSb 0JT605bU UlI LJLUJ60IT® 5b
05=oj|bun(>)a)6i5l66i (Bung] ®60oi6o5
5b 60) 6IT 2_U(80JrT̂ lUUg)ILQ ĉ 2®3T 
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6U IT6^ 1m i L  6 5 flsb  © 6 5 ) L  0 U £ D i D  

0 6 U 6 lf lu 3 L _ip .sb  f-dTSTT U l l lp J U ©

0 2 ITI_iTurT65r 3 iilL 2 ^ sb  2 H®4S>
(3 )n 5 lu d lsb  (B 3 r T 3 )g ) l®  0 3 5 rT d T 6 IT L JU L  

CB6U65ibip.uj 2 ?® 4® ^  u©n51uj ( D a t a  

e l e m e n t s )  u L . i p . i u s b  9 6 5 r p  

2 i n r T r f l 3  3 U U L .  L 3 J .  £ _ u p r r ©

2 < S 5 ) S 0 U l _ I ,  U  3  3 IW 3  6lfl 6KT

676551 655fl<3> 6 5 ) 3  , 6lfl65)SO (S u rT 6 5 r©  

6lflU Iim J365)6 IT  0 6 U 6 iH u 3 L .ip .sb  2 _ d i6 n  

U L . i p . i u ©  2 ? 6 i f l 6 b  ( B 3 r r g ) g > J ®  

0 3 r r d T 6 U g ) I  c^© rr6U(^lUJlOIT65IgiI 6T65r 

^ l d @ )  SO 713 65)657 6 U ^ i m i 3 U

U L _ L 3 ) J .  6T065T6rflsb L365TLJ ^ 2  2 ? ® 4  

^ L p s o id  3  6 lf ls b  10 IT ©  ©  IW 3  6TT

6J ©  U  Qp 6U 2  ff) @  c ^ 2 ^ ® 6rT61l

3 rT 2 ^ ™ ® ^  ^ © u  li<Bs  c^@d).
^ U U i p . U U L . L  I^ l3 3 U J L 0 © ©  2 ? ® - I

^ ip so m i3 6 5 )6 n  0 6 U 6 if lu 3 L ip .s b  2 _d T 6 n  

U L .ip .U J©  2 H ® 5 isb  ^ © j b g l  2 ® 3 u u 2 ® t 

QPSOLO c ^ s ^ ls b  6 J © U I__3  Sh.ip.UJ

15 2 5 )3 (3  9 O a s i S  1 9 / 2  1 9 9 8  c p s e ^ c ^  -



®)6U©J®606rT (gj6B)fT>5,aD Q^IglLI ©L060T 
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©L_g)SLJULli_ gjr© uili$nusorr®®ii 

0g)iri_rTun6or ®rraj(Bs® LorT^mli^sb 

G) 6usrfln_fl l u u l  l  

@ n5iJL^iJiJili_ ®l©60© ®6U6cr®)^teb 

©®rrOT@T)g)6b (ip®aSlnjLQiT6orsrT@ii.

“CBs^lOJ |P©U l1 1^6053611160

c&tg}) @ 605© © S)g j c^g®  nrw ®  

Q6U6lM(h|®6TT 2_l1 u i_  guso®6rT, 

U(7T)6LI ©61J6l11n3(>)®6l1l66r (ipsxson QJgl 

OffiTT®^, 6T60TU6CT 2LOT6IT I_® ® LU I_ 

(BQJ600T Ip.UJgI, c§i© ©m_l 1̂ .60 

Qjrr®®fr®6ifl6or (B®)606u in© p ib  

S g A j  ®)®6U60 jgl6O60 IU®)̂ I6DT 6U6nib 
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cS>&p.IJU60)I_ 6U®̂ )®6rT (BLn60TfD60l)

2 . gleroeoujrrsjigjijQ gnrD60)LQUjn 
eoigLonecr grsb G)6U6iHu3l1 Qj® 

60)®gG)gnL£l6U g 60)L_ G )upg60.

3. <o)6U6lflulQ)®OT LQjbpLQ gT60® 
LjllI60®®6n L0g^llljl60 ®(ip® 
LQn6orgiQ u iu g im  6n g iQ n 6or 
G)gm_rTLj l|}©gg6b.

4. G)®ujrbgHfD6or 6u n u jg g g iQ , 
uujg)i6ri 6ngLQn6oi G)gni_fri_] 
LDrbpiii g>®6U60 urflujnrb rD 
6u®g9®60)6n® G)®n60cnp. 0 g g 6o.

5. (SgsHlU LOL. I_gg§l 60 6nbps&
QanaremjuLlL. UL.ip.iLJ6on®® 
X0iULom]®6n G)gni_nun6cr 2_turr 
grr cS>m5l60)6u® G)®n6oorip0 g  
gsb.

6. <o)6U6iM l!L _ rr6nrr®6tt LorbpLo 

gl6o®0®(g) 6U6iHu3l_ Lp.su 2_6TT6n 

UL.ip.tUfb ggsq open® ugnH 
<^n5l6i51uugrb(g ,H)l®y)® s^lg
L̂LIBJffifiJM JB6TOL QpOT|DUlj(j)gg)6b.

$§6uny60)®  (Bunsn/D

«3HJl6)Jl0® ^ llU 6 0 )I_ g g  6U0LQ 

gn(h)Sb6iHsb fLOT6n G )u ng  LQfbptQ 

u n i_  s=ri6C) so gT6o®ihi®6rr c^ig 

gnQ)S&6il6Dr (Bgdluj grjbuL_Lp.uj6b®6iH6b 

@6TOjDgg6IT6lj|(SOrT6Cr C%rT6Ug60)g(BUJ

®nLlQ)Sdlfisr|D6Dr. ©lFICB̂ i_lditss*
UL.ip.U6on®®gs5l60T (Bung 9 0  
2_ g 6i( ® 0 6 iflujn® (Bg< l̂uj g ig  
UL.ip.tU60)6U _̂U(BlUns61UUgrbshIT6Cr 
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UPDATING TH E UNESCO PUBLIC LIBRARY
M ANIFESTO

H .  M .  G u n a r a t n e  B a n d a

D ire cto r

L ib ra ry  and In fo rm atio n  S e rv ice s  

N atio n al In stitu te o f  E d u ca tio n  

M a h a ra g a m a

S in ce  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  w as  fou n d ed  in  1 9 4 5 ,  

U N E S C O  has contributed to the developm ent o f  libraries. 

The U N ESC O  Public Library M anifesto was first published 

in  1 9 4 9 . T o p u t in  p ra c tic e  th e  a d v ice  g iv en  in  th e  

manifesto pilot libraries were set up in India, Colom biaand  

N ig e ria . In  1 9 7 2  a  re v ise d  v e rsio n  o f  th e m an ifesto  

w a s issu ed . In 1 9 9 0  th e  s e c tio n  o f  p u b lic  lib raries  

w ith in  I F L A  in itiated  a  re v is io n  o f  th e 1 9 7 2  v ersio n . 

A  fin al d raft w as  p resen ted  to  th e P ro fe ssio n a l B o a rd  

o f  IF L A  in A p ril 1 9 9 4 . T h e m an ifesto  w as th en  adopted  

b y U N E S C O  in N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 4 .

+ < 7 V; >* V' ' ̂  -7" '
JHi s t o r i\cs*> b a c T '\. -7  *

els and as su b ject o f  e x p e rim e n t. T h e  first p ilo t lib rary  

in  N e w  D elh i, In d ia o p en ed  in  1 9 5 1 . L a te r  p ilo t lib rar­

ies  w e re  estab lish ed  at C o lo m b ia ’s U n iv e rs ity  in the  

c ity  o f  M ed ellin  an d  at E n u g u  in  E a s t  N ig e ria .

i ?U p d a t i n g  t h e  1 9 4 9  v e r s i o n  ‘ 0 > J ,
\ f  ̂ ______

1 9 7 2  w a s  p r o c la im e d  b y  U N E S C O  as  th e  

In tern atio n al B o o k  Y e a r  ( I B Y ) .  N u m b e r o f  a c tiv itie s  

to o k  p la ce  all o v e r  th e  w o rld  to  fo cu s  th e  im p o rtan ce  

o f  b o o k s and  to  p ro m o te  read in g . A s  a  co n trib u tio n  to  

th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o o k  Y e a r  in  1 9 7 2  U N E S C O  

req u ested  th e  S e ctio n  o f  P u b lic  L ib ra rie s  w ith in  I F L A  

to  re v ise  th e  m a n ife sto  o n  p u b lic  lib raries  issu ed  in  

1 9 4 9 . A  re v ise d  m a n ife s to , re f le c tin g  ch a n g e s  in the  

p u b lic  library  situ ation  in th e last 2 0  y e a rs , w a s  ad opted  

b y U N E S C O  in Ja n u a ry  1 9 7 2 .

A t th e U N E S C O  2n d  G en eral C o n fe re n ce  in  

N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 7  it w a s  a g re e d  th at th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  

should publish suitable leaflets to prom ote the understanding 

o f  public libraries. In 1 9 4 9  the Public L ibrary M anifesto  

w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  fo r m  o f  a  p o s te r  a n d  a  le a f le t ,  

p ro cla im in g  th e p u b lic  lib rary  to  be a  c re a tio n  o f  m o d ­

e m  d em o cra cy .

T h e  p u b lic  lib rary  w a s  d escrib ed  u n d er th e fo l­

low in g  h ead in gs:

>  U N E S C O  and p u b lic  lib raries

>  T h e  p u b lic  l ib r a r y : a  d e m o c r a t i c  a g e n c y  f o r  

ed u catio n

>  W h a t th e p u b lic  lib rary  should  o ffer

>  A  vital co m m u n ity  fo rc e

>  T h e  p eo p les u n iv ersity

T o p u t in  p r a c t i c e  th e  a d v ic e  g iv e n  in  th e  

m an ifesto  p ilo t lib raries w ere  set up to  a c t  b oth  as m o d ­

B e tw e e n  1 9 4 9  an d  1 9 7 2  in  m a n y  r e s p e c ts  

ra d ic a l  c h a n g e s  h ad  ta k e n  p la c e  in  s o c ie ty  an d  in  

p u b lic  lib ra rie s . T h is  w a s  re f le c te d  in  th e  re v ise d  

v e r s i o n  w h ic h  o f f e r e d  a  b r o a d e r  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  

p u rp o se  o f  th e p u b lic  library . It w a s  stated  th at th e  

p u b lic  lib rary  is n o t o n ly  to  su p p o rt e d u ca tio n  but the  

p u r p o s e , o f  th e  p u b lic  l ib r a ry  is  a ls o  to  p ro m o te  

in fo rm atio n , re ce ra tio n  and  cu ltu re . T h e  1 9 7 2  v ersio n  

also  fo cu se s  o n  th e im p o rta n ce  o f  th e  ch ild  as library  

user. H o w e v e r, so m e  fu n d am en tal sta tem en ts  are a l­

m o s t id en tical in  b o th  v e rsio n s , n a m e ly  th at:

>  th e  p u b lic  lib rary  should  be estab lish ed  u nd er th e  

c le a r  m an d ate  o f  law

>  it should  b e m ain tain ed  w h o lly  fro m  p u b lic  funds

>  n o  d ire ct ch a rg e  should  b e m a d e  to  an yo n e fo r its  

se rv ice s
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F o u r  d e c a d e s  l a t e r

T h e p ilo t lib raries set up in th e 5 0 s  did no doubt 

p lay  im p o rtan t ro le  in  p u b lic  lib rary  d ev elo p m en t and  

in th e effo rt to  p ro m o te  literacy . T h e  su c ce s s  o f  the  

p ilo t lib raries in  th e first d e ca d e  o f  th e ir o p era tio n  is 

not to be questioned. W hen Delhi Pubic Library celebrated  

its 2 5 th  a n n iv ersary  in  1 9 7 6  M r. F ra n k  M . G ard n er, a p ­

p o in ted  as U N E S C O  co n su lta n t in  1 9 5 1 , e x p re sse d  th e  

fo llo w in g  o b se rv a tio n s :

“ ......I did n o t k n o w  quite w h at I e x p e cte d  to  find.

It w a s  a  to ta lly  n e w  e x p e r im e n t-  a  p u b lic  lib ra ry  

c o n ce iv e d  o n  W e ste rn  lin es, to  be free  to  its u sers , and  

g iv in g  len d in g and  re fe re n ce  s e rv ic e  to  all. It w a s  the  

first U N E S C O  p ilo t p ro je c t, sp o n so red  b y U N E S C O  

and  th e G o v e rn m e n t o f  In d ia .”

S in ce  th e p ilo t lib raries  w ere  estab lish ed  so m e  

4 0  years ago radical changes have taken place in society  

The pilot libraries are still operating. W hether the original 

g o a ls  an d  o b je c tiv e s  still a re  v a lid  and  th e  fu n ctio n  o f  

th e lib raries still a re  a c co rd in g  to  th e  o b je c tiv e s  h as  

n e v e r b een  e x a m in e d .

In 1 9 9 0  th e  S e c tio n  o f  P u b lic  L ib ra rie s  w ith in  

I F L A  in itiated  a  re v is io n  o f  th e  1 9 7 2  v e rsio n  o f  th e  

m a n ife sto . T h e  re v is io n  ca u se d  a  n u m b er o f  p rin cip als  

and  p ra c tic a l q u estio n s. F o r  e x a m p le :

* T o w h o m  sh o u ld  th e  m a n ife s to  be a d d re sse d ?  

Prim arily  to the general public, to the library profession  o r  

to  lo c a l o r  o th e r a u th o ritie s?

* S h o u ld  it b e  w ritte n  w ith  th e  situ atio n  in  th e  

d ev elo p in g  co u n trie s  in  m in d  ?  O r sh o u ld  it b e ad op ted  

to  th e  p u b lic  lib ra ry  s itu a tio n  in  th e  in d u str ia liz e d  

co u n trie s?  O r sh o u ld  it b e eq u ally  re le v a n t to  b o th ?

* T h e  q u estio n  o f  ch a rg in g  w a s  a  c ru cia l p oin t. 

W ou ld  it still b e ad eq u ate  to  sta te  th at p u b lic  lib rary  

serv ices  should b e free  o f  ch arg e  ev en  w h en  w e  all k n o w  

th at th is d o es  n o t re f le c t  th e  cu rre n t s itu atio n ?

T h e re  w e re  in d eed  a  n u m b er o f  q u estio n s to  be  

ca re fu lly  e x a m in e d  b e fo re  an y  p ro p o sitio n  w h a tso e v e r  

co u ld , be p resen ted . In  th e  p re p a ra to ry  w o rk  lib rary  

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  f r o m  a ll  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o r ld  w e re

in v o lv ed . A  final d raft w a s  p resen ted  in A p ril 1 9 9 4 .  

(th is  w a s  ad op ted  b y U N E S C O  N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 4 )

W h a t  s h o u ld  b e  k e p t  in  m in d  is  th a t  th e  

U N E S C O  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  M a n ife sto  h a s , and alw ays  

had, the form o f  a U N SEC O  declaration- not a convention  

A  d e cla ra tio n  is less  im p e ra tiv e  bu t c a n  o n  th e o th er  

h an d  b e  m o re  p re c ise  in  its a d v ice .

U N E S C O  h as s in ce  th e  v e ry  b egin n in g  p lay ed  

an important role in library development and in the promotion 

o f  literacy . T h e  a c tiv itie s  to  p ro m o te  and im p lem en t 

th e  re v ise d  m an ife sto  sh o u ld  b e a  resp o n sib ility  o f  

AjNESCO and IFLA. The revised version offers an opportunity 

to establish a link to the first pilot libraries and to encouragp 

th at th e p ilo t lib raries as a  m e a n s  to  p u t in p ra c tice  w h at  

w a s stated  in  1 9 4 9 , sh ould  b e  re -  e x a m in e d . -

G o o d  id eas n e v e r p ra c tic e d  are  still g o o d , as  

id eas. B u t g o o d  id eas tra n sfo rm e d  in to  p ra c tic e  are  

still better.

P a rtic ip a n ts  in  th e  p re -s e s s io n  se m in a r w e re  

r e q u e s t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  n a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  to  g iv e  

in fo rm a tio n  o n  c u rre n t  lib ra ry  d e v e lo p m e n t in  th e  

co u n trie s  rep resen ted . T h e  re p o rts  w e re  su p p o sed  to  

c o v e r  lib r a ry  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  s tr u c tu r e , lib ra ry , 

a c tiv itie s , lite ra cy  p ro g ra m m e s , b o o k  p ro d u ctio n  and  

fu tu re  d ev elo p m en t.

A lth o u g h  th e  co u n trie s  re p resen ted  h ad  m u ch  

in  c o m m o n  as fa r  as lib rary  d e v e lo p m e n t is co n ce rn e d  

th ere  w e re  a lso  s ig n ifica n t d iffe re n ce s .

A common problem seems to be the book production- or 

ra th e r th e  in su fficien t p ro d u ctio n  o f  b o o k s. C o u n tries  

like Jam aica and Trinidad with English as com m on language 

and  a  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  h ig h  lite ra c y  ra te  still h a v e  a  v e ry  

lim ited  n atio n al b o o k  p ro d u ctio n . T h e  em p h asis  is o n  

text books for the schools. In M ocam bique with estimated  

illite ra cy  ra te  o f  6 7  p e r c e n t and  th e  d a m a g e  o f  c iv il  

w ar, b o o k s  are  m ain ly  im p o rte d  fro m  P o rtu g a l and  

B ra z il . T h e  in tern al b o o k  p ro d u ctio n  is re d u ced  to  

te x t  b o o k s fo r p rim ary  sch o o ls . E v e n  i f  p rin ted  in large  

q u an tities it is n o t e n o u g h  to  m e e t th e  n eed s.

In  M a la y s ia  th e re  h as  b een  an  in cre a se  in  b o o k  

p ro d u ctio n  sin ce  th e  6 0 s . A t  p resen t 3 7 0 0  titles p e r y ear
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a re  p u b lish e d . T h e  fig u re  h o w e v e r  sh o u ld  be se e n  

ag ain st th e  b ack g ro u n d  th at M a la y s ia  w ith  its 18  m il­

lion  inhab itan ts en jo y s an  e c o n o m ic  g ro w th  and  th at 

th e lite ra cy  ra te  is a lm o st 8 0  p e r cen t. T h e  m ain  p art o f  

th e titles  p u b lish ed  are  in  M alay . A g e n cie s  h av e  b een  

set up to  su p p ort q u ality  p u b lica tio n s  in  th e n atio n al 

lan g u ag e. S ale  se e m s to  be a  g rea t p ro b lem  as p eo p le  

in  gen eral are  u n w illin g  to  spend  m o n ey  o n  b oo k s.

In M e x ic o  w ith  a  p o p u latio n  o f  81 m illio n  and  

an estim ated literacy rate o f  8 7  per cent, 1 2 3 4  publishers 

are  reg istered . T h e  an nu al b o o k  p ro d u ctio n  co u n ts  fo r  

7 0 0 0  titles w ith  an  a v e ra g e  o f  2 0 0 0  co p ie s  p e r title . 

N e v e rth e le ss , th e co n su m p tio n  o f  b o o k s p e r c a p ita  is 

low . M o st o f  th e  re a d e rs  p re fe r c o m ic s .

In  g e n e ra l  b o o k  p r ic e s  a re  p ro h ib itiv e , fo r  

in stan ce  in B ra z il  w h ere  p u b lish ers m ain ta in  a  p rice  

ca rte l. T h e  p u b lish in g  h o u se s  in  B ra z il  are  p ro fitab le  

c o m p a n i e s  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  r e l i g i o u s  s u b j e c t s ,  

b estse llers  and sch o o l b o o k s. T h ere  are  a lto g e th e r 2 2 0  

bookshops in B razil, to be com pared with the television  

b ro a d ca sts  th at c o v e r  e v e ry  c o m e r  o f  th e  country .

There is undoubtedly a connection between literacy  

rates and th e b o o k  p ro d u ctio n . B u t th ere  is a lso  a  s tron g  

connection between reading tradition and book product on.

In m a n y  o f  th e  co u n trie s  rep resen ted  th ere  are  

n atio n al p ro g ra m m e s fo r library  d ev elo p m en t. In  so m e  

c a s e s  th ey  a re  re ce n tly  estab lish ed . F o r  in sta n ce  in  

M exico where the N ational Program m e o f  Public Libraries 

started  in  1 9 8 3 . T h e  o b je c tiv e s  o f  th e p ro g ra m m e  w a s  

to  cre a te  and  d ev elo p  a  N a tio n a l N e tw o rk  o f  P u b lic  

L ib raries  by estab lish in g  a t le a st o n e p u b lic  lib rary  in  

e a ch  m u n icip ality  w ith  a  se co n d a ry  sch o o l. A c c o rd in g  

to  th e p ro g ram m e all citizen s should  h ave free and equal 

a c c e s s  to  read in g .

In Trinidad th e p ub lic library tradition  g o es  b ack  

to 18 5 1 . T oday the o rgan ization  co n sists  o f  three public  

sy stem s th at m ain tain s  2 0  b ra n ch  lib raries th ro u g h o u t 

the country. Legislation to establish the National Libraryand  

In fo rm atio n  S y ste m  is b ein g  d rafted . T h is  sy stem  w ill 

p ro v id e  fo r an  in teg ra tio n  o f  th e  p u b lic  lib raries  and  

th e  co o rd in a tio n  o f  all o th e r lib raries in to  th e p riv ate  

and p u b lic secto r.

The Jam aica  Library S ervice  includes the Public 
an d  S c h o o l L ib ra ry  s y s te m  an d  o p e ra te s  u n d er th e  
M in istry  o f  E d u ca tio n . T h e re  is a  n e tw o rk  o f  13 m ain  
lib raries and  1 3 4  b ran ch  lib raries . T h re e  b o o k  cen tres  
and  4 7 6  b o o k  m o b ile  sto p s.

T h e  M a la y sia n  L ib ra ry  A ss o c ia tio n  (P P M ) has  
p lay ed  an d  a c tiv e  ro le  in  re a d in g  p ro m o tio n  and  in  

lib rary  d ev elo p m en t. In  1 9 6 8  th e  a sso cia tio n  re leased  
th e  B lu e p r in t  fo r  P u b lic  L ib r a r y  D e v e lo p m e n t  in  
M a la y sia - a  m asterp lan  fo r p u b lic  library  se rv ice s . T h e  
N atio n al L ib rary  o f  M alay sia , estab lish ed  in 1 9 7 1 , p lays  

a  m a jo r  ro le  as  th e  n a tio n a l a g e n c y  to  a d v ic e  and  

fa c ilita te  lib rary  d ev e lo p m e n t in  th e  co u n try .

In  V e n ezu ela  th e , N a tio n a l S y ste m  o f  P u b lic  

L ib ra rie s  started  in  1 9 7 7 . D u e to , a m o n g  o th er fa c to rs , 
th e fa v o u rab le  e c o n o m ic  and  p o litica l s itu atio n  library  

d ev e lo p m e n t e x p e rie n ce d  a  rap id  g ro w th . C o m m o n  

n o rm s, p o licies  and strategies ru le th e 6 7 4  serv ice  points  

w h ic h  o p e r a te  a s  2 3  in d iv id u a l  n e tw o r k s . E a c h  

n e tw o rk ’s h ead q u arter is lo ca te d  in  th e  C en tra l P u b lic  

L ib rary , n o rm a lly  situ ated  in  th e  ca p ita l o f  th e state . 

A p a rt fro m  th e C en tral P u b lic  L ib ra rie s  th ere  are  2 3 8  

p u b lic  lib raries , 3 0 6  read in g  ro o m s  and  7 0  lo an  p oin ts. 

M o b i l e  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e  3 4  b o o k m o b i l e s ,  o n e  

b ib lio la n ch a  (m o to rb o a t), o n e  b ib lio b o n g a  (c a n o e ) and  

th e  b ib lio m o v il.

In M o cam b iq u e m o st o f  th e library structure w as  

d am ag ed  in th e  c iv il w a r 1 9 7 5 - 1 9 8 0 .  T h e  p ro je c t to  

re -  estab lish  th e  n etw o rk  o f  lib raries  h as fo cu se d  o n  

lib rary  s e rv ic e  in  ru ral a re a s . T h e  p ro g ra m m e  w ill be  

lau n ch ed  b y th e  end  o f  1 9 9 4 . T h e  re -  estab lish m en t o f  

a  lib rary  stru ctu re  h as a  lo n g  w a y  to  g o .

T h e  n atio n al rep o rts  sh o w  d ifferen t lev e ls  o f  

d ev elo p m en t. T h e  e s tab lish m en t o f  lib rary  n etw o rk s  

a re  a d o p te d  to  l o c a l  c o n d i t io n s  b u t s h o w s  m o re  

sim ilarities than  d ifferen ces. W h a t seem s to  be th e w eak  

p o in t is sch o o l lib raries?

Library  activities show  a w ide variety  o f  reading  

a ctiv itie s  and  o th e r ev e n ts . M o s t a c tiv itie s  are  d irected  

to w ard s  ch ild ren  and  y o u th . T h e  a m b itio n  in gen eral 
is to  p ro m o te  read in g  h ab its  and  se rv e  as ed u catio n al  

sup p ort. B u t lib raries are  a lso  o p en  to  all cu ltu ral and  

a rtis tic  e x p re ssio n s  as w ell as  th e y  se rv e  as  cen tres  for  

in fo rm atio n  and  re cre a tio n . ■
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