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 Training Courses

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
conducted following training courses during

National Library Lecture Series July - September 1998
—— 4 -5 July Nuweraeliya
Following are the topics and lecturers District 85
of the National Library lecture series during trainees
the period of July - September 1998 participated.
Lecturer Topic 13 - 14 july Colombo
education
1. Mr. Asoka Handagama &;s008% ©00 4 region. 44
e QOB camD trainees
»E00 participated
16 - 17 July - Biyagama
2. Mr. N. Medelson Books and education
technology : division. 30
Partners in trainees
PrOgress. participated
3. Dr. Gamini Corea Sri Lanka in a 29 - 30 July Hakmana
) changing education
world ’ region. 85
trainees
participated
8 - 10 Aug. Ibbagamuwa
Following book exhibitions were organized fg;gitlosg
by the Sri Lanka National Library Services traineés
Board. s
' participated
22 - 28 Sep. Sri Lanka 12 - 14 Sep. Matara
National education
Library - region. 69
Services © trainees
Board. : participated
8 - 18 Sep. Colombo Public 19 - 21 Sep. Matale District
Library 52 trainees
participated.
10- 12 Sep Public lerary , 25 - 27 Sep Anuradhapura
Baddegama District 57
trainees
participated
Continued page 23
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Locating U.S Government
Information on the World Wide Web

Imagine having quick,
inexpensive access to
thousands of publications
in a host of disciplines --
medicine and health,
education, foreign affairs
and international relations,
agiculture, immigration,
economics and trade, and
legislation. By using the
World Wide Web, librarians
and library users can access
the wealth of information
published by United States
government agencies,
information which is timely
accurate, and authoritative.
Accessing US government
information via the internet
insures the timeliness of the
information. One need not
wait weeks or months for a
print publication to travel
halfway around the globe.
Electornic publications are
avilable promptly, often
within a few minutes of the
document's public release.

Even in the U.S., few
libraries could acquire and
process every U.S.
government publication.
The Web, however, enables
any library anywhere in the

Steven Kerchoff

ALA/USIS Library fellow
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

ﬁ

world to access these
resources. No longer is the

library by the collections

held within its four walls.
Today's library still provides
traditional access toitslocal
holding, but supplements
this service with electronic
access to information at
remote sites. There are
hundreds of thousands of
U. S government pages on
the World Wide Web. This

proliferation of Web pages
has rendered it impossible
for one individual to keep
track of every site. Several
Web sites, however, offer "
one - stop shopping " for
Fedaral governmant
information, convenient
starting points for Web
navigation. Rather than try
to lean dozens or hundreds
or thousands of sites, the
user need only become
familiar with a few good
navigational tools. This
article describes six of the
most useful starting points
forlocating U.S. government
information on the World
Wide Web.

Ament Printing
 Office

Http:// www. access/ gpo.
gov/ su-docs/ index. html.

The Government
Printing Office prints, binds,
and distributes the
publications of the Congress
as well as the executive
departments and establish
ments of the Federal
Government. Although
traditionally GPO has
published in print and on
microform. it is making
increasing use of electronic
media, including the World
Wide Web and CD - ROM.
GPO also administers the
Depository Library program
me through which selected
Government publications
are made available in
libraries throughout the US.

GPO Accessisaservice
of the U.S. Government
Printing Office that provides
free electronic access to a
wealth of important
information produced by
the Federal Government.

14
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The information provided on
this site is the official,
published version. The
information retrieved from
GPO Access can be used
without restriction, unless
specifically noted. GPO
access provides searchable
access to many key Federal
documents, including the
congressional Record,
Congressional Bills, the
Federal Register, the code
of Federal Regulations, the
Budget of the U.S. Code,
Congressional Director, the
U.S. code, Government
Manual, and the U.S.
constitution. It also provides
introductory information for
users who may be
unfamiliar with these
publications. GPO Pathway
Services provides a suite of
tools for locating Federal
government information on
the Web. A team of
librarians studied the
information - seeking
- patterns of library users,
and designed the system
according to those patterns.
The service indexes Federal
government Web sites which
have been carefully selected
for their content value.
Pathway Services allows
users to search for
government publications by
subject and by title, to
search the subject and by
title, to search the monthly
catalog of US Government
publications, and also to
perform keyword searches
on selected Web sites.
University of California GPO

Gate http:// www. gpo.
ucop. edu/

Some newer users may
encounter some difficulty in
searching GPO access
databases. The University
of California GPO Gate offers
a more user - friendly
gateway interface to the
same databases available
via GPO Access. This
gateway provides easier
access to the same
authoritative, timely data
found on GPO Acces.

GPO Gate features

enhanced search
capabilities for searching
the Code of Federal

Regulations, which is the
codification of the regulat
ions issued by various
executive depart ments and
agencies. Users can search
the CFR by title number,
part number and page
number, and can combine
these elements with a
keyword search.

http:// www. law. vill. edu/
Fed - Agency/ fedwebloc.
html. )

Sometimes the best
starting point for locating
US government information
is a non - government Web
site. An excellent cose in
point is the Federal Web
Locator which is maintained
by the Villanova center for
Information Law and Policy,
at Villanova University in
Pennsylvania.

The Federal Web

-Locator is intended to be

the "one - stop shopping”
point for Federal
government information on
the Web. This site provides
links to a nearly
comprehensive listing of
Federal Web sites. Nearly
any agency's Web site can
be located by starting with
this site. The Locator also
allows users to search for
sites by agency name.

http:// www. info. gov.

Launched by - the
General Services Admisitrat
ion's Federal Telecommuni
cations Service, Office of
Network Applications, GIX
features links to Federal
directory and yellow pages
information, state, local and
foreign government informa
tioninternational organiza
tions, and intergov
ernmental collaboration.

A complex set of
regulations governs
purchasing within the US
Federal government.
Federal employees
responsible for purchasing
a variety of materials will
find the "Electronic
Shopping Networks" sect
ion, with its links to
electronic Federal and
commercial acquisitions
sources, of particular
interest.
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GovBot D&tabaSe of
Government Web
sites ..

http:// cobar.cs. umass.
edu/ ciirdemo / Govbot/
indexl. html

Many Internet users
begin their search process
by using one of the Internet
search engines, such as Alta
Vista, Excite, Hotbot, or
Magellan. These engines
retrieve Web pages indis
criminiately, and often the
user wastes time viewing
irrelevant search results.
One search engine,
however, searches exclusive
ly for government informa
tion in the. gov and mil
domains -- the GovBot.

Internet addresses
‘routinely end in a three -
letter code known as the
domain, like edu. for
educational instituions,
com. for commercial
organizations, and gov. for
government agencies, (In
fact, the domain is followed
by a country code, like Ik
for Sri Lanka or US for the
United States). Most
Internet search engines will
search for Web sites in any
of the domains. The
GovBot, however only
search in the two domains
where the user is most likely
to find government
information.

The GovBot server has
gathered information from

over 459,000. gov.
(government) and mil
(military) Web sites, and
allows the user to search
exclusively within those two
domations.

The GovBot will not
locate all Federel Web
pages. Some federal
agencies, such as the
Smithsonian Institution
and United States Military
Academy, fall within the
edu domain. Other Federal
information is mounted on
com servers in the
commercial domain.

Because the GovBot
searches directly for
keywords , the user does
not need to know where a
paticular bureau or
program or office fits within
the government administra
tive structue. For example,
a user can search the
GovBot and find the US
Customs Service even
without knowing that USCS
is part of the Treasury
Department, or find the
General Accounting Office
without knowing that GAO
is part of the Legislative
Branch. When searching for
US government acronyms,
the GovBot can be used to
locate Web pages even when
the user does not know the
meaning of the acronym.

__Yihoo' (Government

- section)

http:// www. yahoo. com/
Government/

Yahoo is one of several
commercial sites which
provide indexing for the
Web. To use this "subject
tree" the user choose from
a menu of broad subject
and further sub - divided
with increasing specificity.
Yahoo can be used to locate
Web sites on almost for both
Internet novices and
experienced users. Yahoo
provides a useful starting
point not only for US
government information,
but also for foreign
governments, embassies
and consulates, interna
tional organinzations, and
state governments.

In addition to its
subject tree, Yahoo also
offers access to a search
engine, which can be used
to find Yahoo subject

“headings or to locate actual

Web sites. When a search
on Yahoo yields nothing,
the server provides links to
other Web search engines
and allows the user orre -
execute the search using a
different engine.
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USIA international visitors programme was held
in Washington D.C. USA from 4 - 28 Auguest 1998.
Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri Director, SLNLSB participated
this programme.

The training programme for Librarians from Asia
and Oceania was held in Kualalﬁmpur, Malayasia from
1-28 July 1998. Mr. G.D. Amarisiri, Librarian, SLNLSB
participated this programme.
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03. A Living School Library
Geetha Yapa

5B S
19 c20® 4 D 2253
1998 @z5325003 - eces(®S

01. (g0 0 eIdndy 3@ 0 O8 c3decdnnm

02. praki aLF GIUDIAGD “Gai_GHD” 1051 s

24

esmmaE oS 19/3 1998 ¢B - esredm®S




NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery; Inter Library Lending Bibliographical, Union
Catalogue, Referrel, Reprographic etc. Institutional membership facilities are
available.

Collections:

%

Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Year Books, Maps
and a collection of Rare books ‘

Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhalese, Tamil, English and
International Newspapers

Periodicals

National & International News Magazines
Science and Technology Collection
Library Science Collection

UNESCO Collection

Collection of Ola Leaves

A large collection of books on Economics, Political Science, Social
Science, Religion, Linguistics, Geography, History, Art, Music, Sports etc.

(CD- ROM) facilities for  Science Citation Index’ Library & Information Science Ab
stracts (LISA PLUS) “ HORTCD™ and Current Contents on Diskette

The Reader Services Division of the National Library is open from
Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

for further details, please contact: : Head

Reader services Division
National Library of Sri Lanka
14, Independence Avenue
Colombo 07

Tele: 685199, 698847 Fax: 685201
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