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Lakhanda Radio organized a
programme to build anew library containing
10000 books for the Army Camp, Varvuniya
on 15 Nov. 1998. Several institutions such
as SriLanka National Library Services Board,
State Printing Corporation and 12 schools
in Colombo district have already agreed to
donate books to this library. Lakhanda
Radio has organized this programme to mark
its second anniversary.

The personal library of internationally
renowned Sri Lankan agriculturist Dr.
Dharmavansa Senadheera was donated to
the Rice Research Institute at Bathalagoda.
The collection incluled thousands of books
and reports on rice research

A two story library building was opened
to honour Primeminister Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike at Mulleriyawa on 22 Nov.
1998. Hon. Minister of Justice and Deputy
Minister of Finance G. L. Peiris was the
Chief Guest and several other ministers
_also participated at the ceremony

Seminar on usage of Internet in local
government libraries was held on 26 Nov.
1998 at the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board.

;; ~ Book Exhibition

The National Library Services Board
conducted a book exhibition at the Badulla
Public Library from 24 - 26 Oct. 1998.

The book exhibition organized by the
National Social Service and Library
Development Foundation was held at St'
Mark Church at Badulla from 23 - 28 Nov.
1998. The exhibition was sponsered by

Ratna Book Publishers.

Following are the topics and lectures of
the National Library lecture series during
Oct - Dec. 1998

IFLA and the UNESCO
School Library
manifesto.

Ms. Geetha Yapa

Mr. Ratnasiri

Arangala OBIBEDCD I ©BI ©ITHB

Mr. Piyadasa
Ranasingha OB 0 em0nC; e

00 98 gBecdemd

Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board has conducted following training
courses during Oct - Dec. 1998.

10-11  Oct - Training course for
’ public librarians
and library
attendants in

Ratnapura M.C.

Training course for
public librarians
and library
attendants in Uva
Province

24 -26 Oct -

02 - 06 Oct - Training course for
Pirivena librarians

in Central Province
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HHAD DT GIUDNHD B GhD IDHT DU IPID

enn.LY.610. &LIAHED
(Ursner Freost - Fnend G
yaiefailgs SHeneorcsmain)

HHAE EIDILG SODIHE)SITH Qe LISLo.
Sooear N0 aalada) SNl 2 LGUT HHSTen,
FORU (PeoIahS@al GUILID Sl alaaled
GoDaIHOe. BIEHSS Bl aamE Fuel ha
PaneCL e, SETMDNU 2 00 HHEI b
QUNSHSH®LI CILMIHETSHALD, FHEOIETNTSA]D LML)

Siepneanrm aloeouyn, QuULFYL Eircrus
SULL (HeTag). e1ai8al HEHEED '@qb (LPEOSET LomEaLD,
PreaudHPar CHMDOAUNUISRIL HHWHTDS.
SHFL & HRIUNSSIU @ SHpUUbSurag
ghaeaBal @PULIL (haleng GUNE BBl GUpLE
GODUTS ST, CHDADTS HeveoyGLLTESLO.

HHBUR GIOUZ FapH, OUIHETSHIT
UAMTFASG SeSHTENS SoLAGDGS. GLgyin
FOPTUSL SHHAID CIQILUDDISES SHSHAICOSITT
SHHaununASng. NS DM Soaie et
ePU(hag Sfalmauun Glb. SIPebsS LS
fLpeoLD SNDT SHOSHOUFTE) SUPMUS LMo
Qeujih eI SpULI(HEASIDE.

USBNTES G eIy @ifald SoNSEDLD,
UeoBaip SifeSSiensErsd L GU ghUL (Haumbo
OSILTUsEpld Hlws soae alehesnaisaiar
Uerilemer Bsaih Sigel NS, BGLgYLD
SHHAUGILT (LpElD SOLUS Sl  (LAWPEOLOUTET
Lueetl eup Gaeti(humiar igaer aﬁ@@i‘raxr
ffune QpALUGHSE 2 LGUISALLGE SleudiLnsar
DS SOBMELOHH0 UL (haulo Sifeyls Ligeunsin,
pTeos, SHoae) ale @nad Hon saed
uslyfCaunmeow, wLHgn @G (e el &
@g;m.fmsofm@mn@é@tb umfiu  Up& Hevarsaals
Banppelsas el

\

BTGP SN QUEUSHHLT 6)FLDLITL 19 DT
ufbg Osrdusne, Seual aeou e
OFupUTL gt a(hdd CHISSGCamiar, saxead
BIOI® UGSHS 6 QSN g OSHNGAUNSLO.
B85 Ogredvar QaaiGag, .Unshsaiam, Guyh
Sl Lol Bl OUDISIDG. 2 anateis SULL L
FIa] WHedL POMUSHADSGWL, GO TUSHIS
HAEHAL UePHHE Sieoeog) Gauditi (bl UeHS@L
ufnppUubh@ADg. SaEhdU uUHUaT Sy
PoaaussINEG abd CHOUsEd SHHS D
SURSOLSS UL, EIBa Ung SHomlhuejd
SN UGHHBST, SIFFLILI(Hio SH1AHSADEEN
Slevevg FHeoquiGen aefl(h OsLulLl Hang.
Ponedva eaaGan UgHsaie HeoL eLnSaD
SIUURLIDDSHOD S (HUUbSIUE GsuDMLL
USSLNESL0.

pajal 260560 SHeEIBHEEAT HHAED DO
Goafeg s, WoDLUUGHSHUL, Lfnrdoi
Oslgln aoACDL. SIUOIUL pPETLIITE0
LNe G OFlU YL ey QUOIUD
QIBHSHHILIL QMBS L6 SHTHUR SHenar Gifha Siaaded
BUbATESCH OFUE QUGACDEL. HSBHEIGOBHENET
MG owHIF, Gepopl Ulbg Osnew(
wopluhs s suurdswursl uralluged
velsgsen SUbSISSSGHL 266 Gl tal
Vslded soRd amang. “‘Fhooas 5
welsgse Ll (HBL 2de ADULTDDE Sled60
OFnsg  an aolalessain  GULTaSHU
BUbd UssHed Uoad GiGpH BADI.

@ur@mmasr@@n@ AL HS @&tur_r) u@g;@rm
CEIEHSHFL A HIOSBHDE, GJaiaw BHeeoLRsa,
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SHHaI6) HOeoURSE CGUICID (psall HereolihisensT
(Agencies) @snLn L SESaal  peold
POMEDMSGUL IOLUGCL SHHAIL aIeOU
SUHSOLLLIGD. GIh SHHAE QLGSR OFUDHDET
SIS POOSHT LOSHID GBI SHHFeT
SHpafgyin, QUGS AL SHAT LULILTLIR@n SHIET
SHAUTIS. O SHEE GUEULTEIE Ldraimo
WPHBU SlLoFhSar 2 a6l SAU S S

DN

1. om Oonoms e weal Boeoursda (In-
formation Agencies) Geal aUEUSHHRT (LEOEOISHET
(Nodal points) ereriuhio.

2. aOUSH Fa posd @MOHES D DG
ez (Communication media)

3. eungiamer supsL b (Common programme)

HHIUD QUOU WS 6 elans
emsneluL. Gaati(hlo. @@ e Ual wiued
FMBSHOALNS, SiFTag FTauCss, Limbdu, G,
NSTe Sl 6ol QIamel @SHajld, GLITHeT
SMhGHOULTS ST g GNafued, LIHSIaLD,
aflusnun , ez DSoD
SlpUuoL Heonaauursal, BOel eIms6
FIMBSHOULNS SBSHTUG GISThS, 2 @EpIm
LI PU, U HOOS SPHL pSuap plar
Gipl UL flonaoa UTSQL SoWD Fl
STOILILL 60D,

HHAUE CUCLRISET HOZ [bl AR SHENHHEET
o0 WBUUpHSFusDHeTar LHIHU ol
BTN sIDIhSHHS CETaadIe Slgyseoln
SNEBSDRT. Seval Fov Caumarmalied BhaIamTalemo
A58 QU (POTOUTEINET WSS ST Beeol
uTss 6ofe] OFUSADDET. @b WHSU el
BV B16060F GTH WPSIIHSDILD [HEPeOLLn SHEBaIED
aseUSHET Smiuteowon Hagn (Secretariat) Gurigin.

Star Topology

STAR
L
o — i
I File T
—— Server or o |
4% Controller &EEX__-—%‘"

M WHLUGHSIHL Heooeouurs @@ eIeou
poaoUs GNbg 6Gomda @xg_mng)ajl LSS
SOHOUUGHSIL SUQOTHHoar SOnSHS
OBy ELIMBSSHLTT PODUIGL. SIS
UOUS FHal CRBIHSHH S GHOLUDDS
OBILITLNL QISSTET HIL_SHSHEE  UHSLLILG
SuFULIGL. o peoBl ESTL UL &neoll
umoigg @Ualpss EsLu GaeLD.

U (oasaidr Lighdiesaa SAnuonsds
SN (hUSET fpeOll QUUSHEHET  [BL AR SHedSHBHENET
dea1 umeoaliLew, seil ulL aosUgil,
OLNngamsan, GLuDEISETH amL(hl bl Al Henssaal
wHYH OFlualn, OFuDh HL L hmaa LTpHLLISHSIS
G&nd eyt gHUmtinSsen. Haany OFLUusDES
2 Saln wmsltens SiPsmomHod e wHo
woploayl osulda wWRLW. iU
yoasadedmhs Supds ealps® ubdiu
yeTelaiuhiSEhL QmMal SINHa® SHe6r] GUDD ©ib
yeoasdar Uhisdlou wshlh esluah wieuo.

M SHEWE UL UIbhs Gaaller
sraalmbone <Gl U 2L Uflesans
SOSHFIS G HNaETens. Gea Lifajmar Sy
60 @eLUhsgn DHoous Soar goubhHHs
Oanaten ueun. Gbs BHeveounsar eouner (Cen-
tral) gm WSLLUGHSSI BeoeousHBam( GHILTSS
Paniun_ede FHUL GCaeti(hln. D alsns
oM GaHAL HHAM AUOUSHDLI L0 LTSTERT
©leLeNG LNAILL. QGO SHaMS SIS C)eTera

(i,

W Ounmd SMpe aeoud, GOSU
Slaafeoner QUIMET FMMHS U 2L Lifla) S
QNSNS BHEHd SM(Hh. BHHOSU HHAIEO
aeoud “uemrie aewn (Zonal Network)
eI DS LILI(HLD.

16

edE goastS 19/4 1998 dedemdadd - ecer®38




. . A
\_/ \ J/
ARG

Network A Network B

\ /
i

Network C

of Ourganeal Faws s FIoes
QrupuhS FUSHCS @O SHSHUD &IEOULD
2 HN_NMSBLII(HBSDI]. SIHSHOSHU HIQIL &1 SIe0e0S)!
Caudend FHLHIL & HHAE OIS SO
uaRsoal USThy Oomdeagh  ufrnhs
Qenaagin Sl LIGH. GlaanPaIGDeD, Haobale
yoasda URsaUle qpeoursl urg
uahisoas CFalsgis G Gaadi(hld. HHale0
(PRIHE Flo Slaaieonat el Lhisaileny aiphis
Gauemi(hld. SlAlAND CFUUSHDS, EEOENSH HHAIED
eeTEBEhl CUIGL aIaSHSHOSH OUDNIHBSIE0
wl (HBL FNSHAULNGLD.

HpoU WoHal FOOURSE SO
UNeleeTUTai Seflal  OUIHLUTQIEWLLTET  &HHEIE)
Crousmdad S &U QNSO LTHIH0
Qe (h LIsHF eslags &15HFH ULl
SMALIEOOE) LTINS 2 eXTBT SHHAIEO QUELIHSENET
SDUSFIH 6)eSnasi(hararer.

SHBAU QLT GFUDLTL IR peold &b
SHHAG PO QETHSE Bial eV SHgener

goaU @OSESSL AL (haust UomSei.
GaMUTLL alajed @I 6IoUSHSE Quelel SHHaIeo
POLOUTEID QUDS &gl euald  aeOLSSaETen
aed e  eoarsal @ Il &6l
Sl L 1ealmpoHeh. SSHHOHU euhiseiar SAplimer
vwerun( esemhsefer @pielieou  (Duplication)
SHaIMULSET fpeold EUDSSIQLSTSHAIHSEL0.

STh SHHAIEO QUEVLID, SHL_L_ eI L3 Bieoeog
SHOAFOFUTS 2 MmaUNSSU UL (h @USSLILIL 6oL,
uUSHET STunalh Soad OFUPUHSIIUDSDS
AUOLSHET HHAU OIS @ @UUBSD OFlgy
Oaneal Geuarnpli(hH@En. UeLLE G)FUD LML IQ60
Sl afls FUNTHS HODHFZ OSTe gl
LU AS &SI SESL0.

aMEFudLbD bi(hede 6sTametusis
OBTL_TUSEDHLD, Bevres ML UHSEHL HHEIEL QIEOLF
OFUDUNLIp6d evSUTATLILI(HSTDET.

Cpsu, UI8ss, ghaiBss Hoaed
UOUR SaTe Gupesndaluhslapn aeu
L RSOHSNS Lalaml bl alpHams H6ied
Feoaunennd®d SO eomb.

(@) Bewste emay e (Current
Awarencess) : S&eie0 aeoUl UTal
TSl 2 LGUISSHHDHTS
Bopene Bopsdsd ubPu eifay L
QSN OSFUHSINAHE HHAIGO QIeOU
OIS Sl LT5HSH SUTNHI
Qeuafi(hBe60.

(&) ufnppi @ Qeefdhed, Gyl
Linghmen, L (heorsaia YenaluL L
Ungeen, umeas Seuafii(hemaier QLN
Sl USHHHDT UosluLU Liggese
G FuuDeDl Uil 6)smenened.

(8) o Gsissme : PuAlLR SOLDHS
EaNMm LSBT SP eIl LSBT
SLEITRSOE BFHMHDH60.

() @rased aghmed : Hreose, Lgel Gaaiiiheer,
BUhS WaHedLaDen BIaed ahiese)

(2) sl psd: soaed aelU oS
Uiyl el supll WHHU allp OUILIdD
WSHHU el Hoeud OFTGSSR. BF
GuUEm &l lpoull U &TaBsHs HHae
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UUHSE OSTSHIIH 6 SBTEIHIDI.

(29) WHSU FHIDLL QU | FHIEOSEHSSD, Ldhe
Qaail (HeEpSSLTET WSHSLEID UL U6
SADDD OIBHTBHSHHE. @EIEAUMTHaIEOU
WoaD SNa Gsfdahn BID OFTme upn
WHAU WPHUT BHOOUSHDS @ABaisse.

(61) o onpmmen GFmal | HUHES GBISBHLILL (heer
EUNHET LUDPIL HFH6u60 BF@aIenl 6UEIL (LIENET
AINRGSE. QUL LTeunamtamaelisr Galawi(
BaNal HEE FLUBSULL L Q6L (EQIHE
SOWSUIL(hHSIN Hereoud OSMLIT UpiHHe.

Beomenauigyaar alehEnaISIHoOn SMbd
Eleostsa “@eones alehenal OSmie HL U
soaie eueoutn” (SLSTINET) e« Ouude g
BHHAE AUOUHOD SURSOUDSIIS 6)SHTawI(haTaTe.
Baben eHUSULGSHSI Hooeouns @eomad
aflgh@nar, Oamdsd HLUD Soae Heeould
(SLSTIC) gurigsaing!.

BB eaaUug “GaLsEarsL L.
OBL Caush@ eSS SHSHSD alpalat@l. Gl
OFIDH6NeD SHIHBHONS GFTE0 USTUS G OB
aaIUg Saved Qe G, 2605l LInajd UIhS
STEIUUHEUDTE SBIHOT 260 QIEUL 6T
SDPSHSHEONLA.

Feolbd) AL G SHUNET cafleoLTet
Ll L SHH® SousHslUbly el WIEn. eaig
Sig Fs@eooulied STaoill ULLMgJn Sipg)en
pEySsone QS  goUhSSULL (hearareau
SluSTfsh BTN . SHaoiall Ul e USIe
sOMSULUGHUSHD el Sl DM EL-U
Bl L& gailanafhen sty ubhdHsl
UL OsTaHurglo.
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ST BESISHHE STETLL(HIAD SHETTEISH6T
BeoanisHg Seuial el CUTEIDD 2 HaTSHSHED.
QUL BPpeuam Seigyendr Seuelsmaer LTSS
o) @ @alBers EIUOLNTID B
HeoMd. 2.e&e0 UBay Bprheeied UGy
FODSEL&  OSTTUOLU Sl el &Har
2 ananesl. @eueunpe 2 eod@l UeoBaum  Br(haeiet
seviell eeUmsala OSTLTUSma Foal
SOLSHULLL. 2608 QOIS GEIL G)PL L&
@PUULeoma. Bigy Sl aELHBRIHHOIGEII
AOUNTGY . 2 eFal Seuall eeOLR &
GRS 2608 Sl aeounsa 40,000
2 dqlenar. Siees efgid GO OB QUL
alGsLlner Gin, BISSSLONEIFL, eaaTuaalSH6ico
Bohas weIuuraguia HL & Saoarl
U s Pmlugin, 2esBCU @aianmies UIbhI
alfipgidaer GaDnm seulah ael Ge0eonEmLILIg
Guunlo. Gugin 2.esa 160 @he GuourL
ueBauy Er(hsalar 5 Gamese Gueonet seauiaiase
BO_OFL. LSS T BTGB T
QL. eUELLITEIZ Bl hadrer Ligissiiener Bl -
Ufibgl E)@Teaaleomd. FIEhSS BT HHDS G &S5
SeHBHD SeUiDd HOTUSOME GO O)bL-
affle] UgoLLTEISHTS 266G

. @EILOBL CQIUg &  LITapeTer .
senaisama @@ PoausHda UL 66D
Ul Liguw, @Gaartg oseualsd
s PemansslUl (haag elup? e Sifag
WPSHSBUNSISISGL. el OBHTmeBUAD GBI
fe0ld GETeRIs SLLL (helangl. 26080 LTalwLaae
sauaisd Gsluds GOSNy eln eFupuHd
sTa@ss Osroed OMTLTy weopiied
BevanisalILIL(hetenal. 61eBal STaGHT OFTaeGLA
BsanausE GIBMHAU GBT M) Gt Haoals
M FL.UD O3ToesuUd BT, EFULSHSD
ity uflonhp epetieo LML LnhpeLaTean
aPUbHSS, Soacd UILS eaon gnubSIUamS)
61&TTEVITLD. B

OsImBus], Qusad GUBHSTL peoL
FOLOUDHAD HHee Lfonpohisad all Ulbs
fdeonar Hoaey Lfamhpe WoDouU G )b
flpeuln GFiL (eAsn @UeU BERIZ AEMFASGSID,
LTS SHBDSID SNIETONSD SeLabIeTens.

OFN@eaBUH apel @Ml (P60 HHAIE
uflomboaad, QuSed apeoly GUBSI WSS Ape
soaed UfmOPL BOLEUDSDI. aaigyl
BL_OEL. apeold ML, WS (e DHHAIE
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A Living School Library

Geetha Yapa

Senior Assistant Librarian

. Medical Faculty Library,

University of Colombo.

What is a living school
library? which is active and
growing. It is also a library that
evolves and changes according to
changes in the environment (the
education system). Above all. Itis
a library that is sensitive to the
needs of users, cares about them
and empowers them to become
productive members of the society.

The next question is - do we
have living school libraries? Very
unlikely, due to many reasons and
most often due to lack of resources
and trained personnel. But, with a
lot of positive thinking and hard
work, school librarians could find
ways and means of rising above
the constraints and making a
difference in the school libraries
operate in this country.

Therefore, this article is
about transforming our school
libraries and helping them to
become the hearts of living
schools. It is also trying to
overcome obstacles and making
the best of what is available. This

also includes being creative and
innovative, finding new ways of
collecting and providing resources
and the best possible services.
Most of all, it is about reaching out
and helping our future generations
to seek and use information on
their own and become independent
lifelong learners.

School librarians the world
over, are faced with great
challenges due to changes in
education, the changing society
and new developments in
technology. The education system
in our country is currently
undergoing rapid changes due to
reforms that focus attention on
learners and the learning
opportunities and resources which
would help learners develop
knowledge an skills required for
life and work in the 21 century.

Developments in new
technology has led to an
information explosion and as a
result information is becoming
increasingly available in a variety
of new formats. Teachers are no

longer the sole source of
information. Therefore, children
need to be taught how to locate
and use information using
traditional print - based material
as well as new formats such as
audio - visuals, media, computers,
CD- ROM databases and the
Internet.

The Ministry of Education
and Higher Education has already
taken steps to develop a series of
plans to develop school libraries
in Sri Lanka, with the assistance
of local and foreign experts under
a project funded by the World
Bank. Steps are under way to
establish more school libraries and
to provide resources and facilities
to a large number of schools
throughout the under this project.
The development of school
libraries will be co - ordinated at
the regional and provincial level
and those involved in library
mangement will be trained
accordingly. Steps are also being
taken to establish a National
Institute of Library and
Information Science to taken care
of the training needs of school
librarians and librarians attahed to
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other  organisations and
institutions. However, it will take
some time before everything could
be put into place, and to have a
fully functional school library
system. Therefore, it is better to
get started and go one step at a
time so thateventually our schools
will be able to reap the benefits of
these new development.

How could school libraries. |
_become active 2 . - ..

In order to answer this
question , we will now look at
some of the problems faced by
school librarians and try to find
practical solutions to those
problems.

' One of the major problems
faced by many school librarians is
the lack of space for the library.
Notall school have adequate space
to offer the library, specially in the
rural areas. However, even though
it 1s beyond the control of the
school librarians, they could
always try and persuad the school
administration to provide some
space and for the library collection.
A committed and assertive
librarian can make a difference by
making the school administration
and the teachers aware of the
benefits of a school library. They
will need to influence others
through hard work. If they can
convince the school community
as well as other, they are sure to
get their support in finding some
space within the school. This may
sound too idealistic, but there are
instances where this has worked,

if not in this country. But, if the
librarians are really interested, it
1s always worth the try.

B R

The poor state of many of
our school libraries is due to lack
of resources. Librarians could take
the initiative to develop their
collections instead of depending
entirely on the resources provided
by the ministry. With the help of
the school community, they could
encourage parents and other well -
wishers fromthe local community
to donate reading material and
other resources. This is very
common even in developed
countries, and some dedicated
librarians have been able to obtain
not only reading material, but also
computers as well as access to the
Internet through the help of people
in the community.

In this manner, they have
been able to provide reading
material at the classroom level and

encourage children to read when

even they are free. At the end of
each year, these books are given
back to the children. Since the
students have already read the
books, they may not be interested
in taking them back home.
Therefore, if these collections
could be donated to schools in
rural areas, it would be a great
help. Librarians could initiate
resource sharing activities such
as these to build their own
collections.

A large number of
publications are issued regularly
by various department, ministries
andeven schools and most of these

publication are available free of
charge. If librarian could make an
effort to find out about such
publications, they could enrich
their collections and provide a
wealth of local material that are
relevanttoeducation. For instance,
publications issued by the
Department of Agriculture,
Ministries of Health, Education
etc. can be very useful for the
students.

Librarians could also
encourage students in their own
school to write by organising
essay competitions etc. Student
creations such as poems, drawings

-etc., could be collected with the

collaboration of teachers.
Librarians could make arrange
ments to display such material in
the library notice board so that
students could read them. This
will not only bring the library
closer to the students. It will also
help to boost the self - confidence
of students and encourage others
also to write. Thus it will help the
library to be actively involved in
promoting reading as well writing
and language development.

The newspaper is very good
source of information and could
be used to prepare a series of
clippings files depending on the
needs of the users. The children's
page could be collected and bound
to provide a wide range of
interesting reading material for the
younger children. Feature articles
and others such asthose on science,
environmental issues, sports and
other areas of student interest,
language and other lesson material
etc. could be collected in different
files and made available to the
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students. Librarians could provide
a wide range of material at very
little cost in if only they could be
more imaginative. Instead of
waiting for the resources to come
to them, they need to look out for
opportunities to enhance their
collections and helplibraries grow.

Evenif school have purpose
built library buildings and a good
collection, the library cannot
provide access to the material if
they are not organised properly.
This is a problem that could be
observed in many school libraries.
The solution to this problem is
very simple. It is a problem that
could be tackled easily by the
librarian. It is their responsibility
to see that the materials are
properly organised. Apart from
cataloguing the collection and
maintaining a catalogue, they are
expected to classify the material
using a standard calssification
scheme like the Dewey
classification system. It is not
difficult because material in
school libraries are usually
categorised into broad subject
areas.

However, it is better if they
could go one step further and
index them using simple
Keywords and use a dictionary
type catalogue so that it will help
the students to locate them easily.
Library guides and signs etc., are
also very useful in helping students
to locate resources. It will also
help the librarians themselves to
locate material in response to
reference queries. If librarians
could take an effort to help people

find information, it would go a
long way in promoting their image
as well as that of the library. This
willin return assist themin getting
the support of the school
community when requesting for
resources and facilities.

A good well stocked library
which is very well ofganised and
well kept will not make a living
school library unless it provides
easy and equal access to all
students. There is no point in
having a library which is well
looked after, if the children are
not allowed to use the collection
freely. The over emphasis on
organising and preservation to the
extent of keeping the books in
glass - fronted cupboards, locked
up at all times is one factor that
has hindered the growth and
development of some of our
libraries. Although it is essential
to be concerned about the security
of the collection, librarians must
not overdo it, specially not to the
extent of not allowing children to
touch them let alone read them.

Rigid library rules in
addition to locked cupboards are
doing much harm than to the
library than lost or damaged books
which could be replaced. If
libraries are to become active and
growing, then children should be
encouraged to enter the library
and use any material of their
choice. A life - time habit of
reading and library use starts from
the positive and happy experience
of using libraries from an early
age. Therefore, school librarians
should do everything possible to

make the library a happy place
where children would want to
come. They should make every
effort to make the environment as

- warm, welcome and child friendly.

Even ifitis difficult to provide the
rightkind of furniture and so on, it
does not cost a lot to display some
welcoming posters, pictures drawn
by the children and any other
material that will make the place
brighter. Above all, it is not too
much to ask librarians to have a
warm welcoming smile and good
public relation. It does not cost
anything at all!

o Reachlng Out

Librarians could become
part of the living school through
regular meetings with others and
communication of ideas and
information. They could make use
of newsletters, bulletin boards
and othercommunication channels
to make people aware of the
resources and services.

They could also plan and
organise activities that will interest
the children and thus try to build
up a good relationship with them.
Activities such as competitions,
puzzles, story times etc., will help
in this process. This is one area
where librarians could use their
creativity and innovatien to help
their libraries to grow and secure
their own place within the school
community.

A living library should be
sensitive to the needs of the users.
Specially when it comes to
children who could be easily
encouraged to use the library when
they feel that it 1s an interesting
place. Itisnot just about reading,
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but also about providing materials
to support their activities such as
hobbies, sports, music, drama and
SO on.

The library could be made a
part of their school life in terms of
providing support forhome - work,
providing past question papers in
addition to material related to

classroom lessons. In some

developed countries there are
libraries that provide for children
to carry out their homework and
classroom projects. Some school
libraries even provide equipment
such as video recorders required
for their research skill programs,
for interviewing, recording and
presenting information.

Education is about preparing
children for the world of work.
Librarians could take the initiative
of collecting material that
provide information on further -
educational opportunities and
career related information and help
students to make informed career
choices.

 Changing

The format of library
collection are changing with the
introduction of new technology.
Libraries of tomorrow will have
print as well as non print material
and computers. Librarians will
need to be able to use new
technology and at the same time
teach others in the school to use
them to find information.

It will take quite a while for
our libraries to become equipped
with  modern technology.

However, librarians need to be
aware of the changing needs and
try to acquire the skills required to
work in modern school libraries.
It is up to them to see that their
libraries get the necessary
equipment and to set up new
services depending on the needs
of their users. A library will
become a living library only if the

librarian takes the initiative to see

that it is transformed into one.

One of the most important
functions of a school library is to
support teaching and learning
activities. This involves helping

students learn how to learn,

through library and information
skills programs . Itis about helping
students to find and use
information for problem solving
and carrying out any task at hand.

In order to support teaching
and learning activities, librarians
need to work closely with teachers.
They need to find out more about
the curriculum and help the
teachers to provide better learning
environments through resource -
based learing activities. Although
teachers need resources for their
student centred activities, they are
not aware of resources that are
available for them. Since teachers
themselves are not information
literate most of them do not know
what to look for and where to start.
Therefore, librarians could
examine theircollection and make
the connections and help teachers
by helping in their lesson planning.

Some school librarians in
developed countries are actively
involved in classroom teaching in

- collaboration with teachers. They

work co -operatively with teachers
and are involved in curriculum
and lesson planning and teaching
information skills by integrating
them to the classroom lessons.

Although school librarians
in our country do not have the
required training for such
activities, in time to come with the
implementation of the World Bank
Project, they will be in better
position to participate more
actively in teaching information
skills programs. Until such time,
they could contribute actively by
keeping them aware of the
available resources. Therefore,
they could still work closely with
teachers and gain their confidence
through active participation of
school activities.

Working with othersinvolve
not only with people in the school
community, but also with others
in the profession. They could learn
a lot from each other through
shared experiences and knowledge
and help one another in
transforming their own libraries.
They should join professional
associations - the Sri Lanka Library
Association and take part in
professional activities. This will
provide them with the opportunity
to develop their own professional
life contributing to the profession.

With the establishment of
more school libraries, recruitment
and training of teacher librarians

~ under the proposed school library

development project, they will
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become the largest group of
librarians in this country. If they
unite and work together they could
become a strong professional
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