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N E W S

N e w  L i b r a r y

L a k h a n d a  R a d i o  o r g a n i z e d  a  

p r o g r a m m e  t o  b u i l d  a n e w  l i b r a r y  c o n t a i n i n g  

1 0 0 0 0  b o o k s  f o r  t h e  A r m y  C a m p ,  V a r v u n i y a  

o n  1 5  N o v .  1 9 9 8 .  S e v e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  

a s  S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d ,  

S t a t e  P r i n t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  1 2  s c h o o l s  

i n  C o l o m b o  d i s t r i c t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a g r e e d  t o  

d o n a t e  b o o k s  t o  t h i s  l i b r a r y .  L a k h a n d a  

R a d i o  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  t o  m a r k  

i t s  s e c o n d  a n n i v e r s a r y .

T h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  

r e n o w n e d  S r i  L a n k a n  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  D r .  

D h a r m a v a n s a  S e n a d h e e r a  w a s  d o n a t e d  t o  

t h e  R i c e  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  a t  B a t h a l a g o d a .  

T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u l e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  b o o k s  

a n d  r e p o r t s  o n  r i c e  r e s e a r c h

N e w  L i b r a r y  t o  h o n o u r  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  S i r i m a v o  B a n d a r a n a i k e

A  t w o  s t o r y  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  w a s  o p e n e d  

t o  h o n o u r  P r i m e m i n i s t e r  M r s .  S i r i m a v o  

B a n d a r a n a i k e  a t  M u l l e r i y a w a  o n  2 2  N o v .  

1 9 9 8 .  H o n .  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  a n d  D e p u t y  

M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e  G .  L .  P e i r i s  w a s  t h e  

C h i e f  G u e s t  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  

a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a t  t h e  c e r e m o n y

S e m i n a r  o n  u s a g e  o f  I n t e r n e t  i n  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  l i b r a r i e s  w a s  h e l d  o n  2 6  N o v .  

1 9 9 8  a t  t h e  S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  

S e r v i c e s  B o a r d .

B o o k  E x h i b i t i o n

T h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d  

c o n d u c t e d  a  b o o k  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  B a d u l l a  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  f r o m  2 4  -  2 6  O c t .  1 9 9 8 .

T h e  b o o k  e x h i b i t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  L i b r a r y  

D e v e l o p m e n t  F o u n d a t i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t  S t '  

M a r k  C h u r c h  a t  B a d u l l a  f r o m  2 3  -  2 8  N o v .  

1 9 9 8 .  T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  w a s  s p o n s e r e d  b y  

R a t n a  B o o k  P u b l i s h e r s .

F o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  t o p i c s  a n d  l e c t u r e s  o f  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  d u r i n g  

O c t  -  D e c .  1 9 9 8

M s .  G e e t h a  Y a p a  I F L A  a n d  t h e  U N E S C O

S c h o o l  L i b r a r y  

m a n i f e s t o .

M r .  R a t n a s i r i

A r a n g a l a  eoo eo o ^ o  so o O zsca

M r .  P i y a d a s a

R a n a s i n g h a  e 3 © o d c 3

sod && gSectfszao

S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  

B o a r d  h a s  c o n d u c t e d  f o l l o w i n g  t r a i n i n g  

c o u r s e s  d u r i n g  O c t  -  D e c .  1 9 9 8 .

1 0 - 1 1  O c t

2 4  -  2 6  O c t

0 2  -  0 6  O c t

T r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  f o r  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i a n s  

a n d  l i b r a r y  

a t t e n d a n t s  i n  

R a t n a p u r a  M . C .

T r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  f o r  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i a n s  

a n d  l i b r a r y  

a t t e n d a n t s  i n  U v a  

P r o v i n c e

T r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  f o r  

P i r i v e n a  l i b r a r i a n s  

i n  C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e
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@fl3uL3Q)6o@i ĉ ri5l6i360)6oi(BiLnun @10. cafljeuiriiis msbs&di 
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A  L i v i n g  S c h o o l  L i b r a r y

G e e t h a  Y a p a
S e n i o r  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n  

. M e d i c a l  F a c u l t y  L i b r a r y ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o m b o .

A

Introduction
<• -Vrt- v '5C$̂ s$•

What is a living school 
library? which is active and 
growing. It is also a library that 
evolves and changes according to 
changes in the environment (the 
education system). Above all. It is 
a library that is sensitive to the 
needs of users, cares about them 
and empowers them to become 
productive members of the society.

The next question is - do we 
have living school libraries? Very 
unlikely, due to many reasons and 
most often due to lack of resources 
and trained personnel. But, with a 
lot of positive thinking and hard 
work, school librarians could find 
ways and means of rising above 
the constraints and making a 
difference in the school libraries 
operate in this country.

Therefore, this article is 
about transforming our school 
libraries and helping them to 
become the hearts of living 
schools. It is also trying to 
overcome obstacles and making 
the best of what is available. This

also includes being creative and 
innovative, finding new ways of 
collecting and providing resources 
and the best possible services. 
Most of all, it is about reaching out 
and helping our future generations 
to seek and use information on 
their own and become independent 
lifelong learners.

School librarians the world 
over, are faced with great 
challenges due to changes in 
education, the changing society 
and new developments in 
technology. The education system 
in our country is currently 
undergoing rapid changes due to 
reforms that focus attention on 
learners and the learning 
opportunities and resources which 
would help learners develop 
knowledge an skills required for 
life and work in the 21st century.

Developments in new 
technology has led to an 
information explosion and as a 
result information is becoming 
increasingly available in a variety 
of new formats. Teachers are no

longer the sole source of 
information. Therefore, children 
need to be taught how to locate 
and use information using 
traditional print - based material 
as well as new formats such as 
audio - visuals, media, computers, 
CD- ROM databases and the 
Internet.

The Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education has already 
taken steps to develop a series of 
plans to develop school libraries 
in Sri Lanka, with the assistance 
of local and foreign experts under 
a project funded by the World 
Bank. Steps are under way to 
establish more school libraries and 
to provide resources and facilities 
to a large number of schools 
throughout the under this project. 
The development of school 
libraries will be co - ordinated at 
the regional and provincial level 
and those involved in library 
mangement will be trained 
accordingly. Steps are also being 
taken to establish a National 
Institute of Library and 
Information Science to taken care 
of the training needs of school 
librarians and librarians attahed to
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other organisations and 
institutions. However, it will take 
some time before everything could 
be put into place, and to have a 
fully functional school library 
system. Therefore, it is better to 
get started and go one step at a 
time so that eventually our schools 
will be able to reap the benefits of 
these new development.

How could school libraries 
become active ?

In order to answer this 
question , we will now look at 
some of the problems faced by 
school librarians and try to find 
practical solutions to those 
problems.

One of the major problems 
faced by many school librarians is 
the lack of space for the library. 
Not all school have adequate space 
to offer the library, specially in the 
rural areas. However, even though 
it is beyond the control of the 
school librarians, they could 
always try and persuad the school 
administration to provide some 
space and for the library collection. 
A committed and assertive 
librarian can make a difference by 
making the school administration 
and the teachers aware of the 
benefits of a school library. They 
will need to influence others 
through hard work. If they can 
convince the school community 
as well as other, they are sure to 
get their support in finding some 
space within the school. This may 
sound too idealistic, but there are 
instances where this has worked,

if not in this country. But, if the 
librarians are really interested, it 
is always worth the try.

. ,v . Cullection .:j

The poor state of many of 
our school libraries is due to lack 
of resources. Librarians could take 
the initiative to develop their 
collections instead of depending 
entirely on the resources provided 
by the ministry. With the help of 
the school community, they could 
encourage parents and other well - 
wishers from the local community 
to donate reading material and 
other resources. This is very 
common even in developed 
countries, and some dedicated 
librarians have been able to obtain 
not only reading material, but also 
computers as well as access to the 
Internet through the help of people 
in the community.

In this manner, they have 
been able to provide reading 
material at the classroom level and 
encourage children to read when 
even they are free. At the end of 
each year, these books are given 
back to the children. Since the 
students have already read the 
books, they may not be interested 
in taking them back home. 
Therefore, if these collections 
could be donated to schools in 
rural areas, it would be a great 
help. Librarians could initiate 
resource sharing activities such 
as these to build their own 
collections.

A large number of 
publications are issued regularly 
by various department, ministries 
and even schools and most of these

publication are available free of 
charge. If librarian could make an 
effort to find out about such 
publications, they could enrich 
their collections and provide a 
wealth of local material that are 
relevant to education. For instance, 
publications issued by the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Ministries of Health, Education 
etc. can be very useful for the 
students.

Librarians could also 
encourage students in their own 
school to write by organising 
essay competitions etc. Student 
creations such as poems, drawings 
etc., could be collected with the 
collaboration of teachers. 
Librarians could make arrange 
ments to display such material in 
the library notice board so that 
students could read them. This 
will not only bring the library 
closer to the students. It will also 
help to boost the self - confidence 
of students and encourage others 
also to write. Thus it will help the 
library to be actively involved in 
promoting reading as well writing 
and language development.

The newspaper is very good 
source of information and could 
be used to prepare a series of 
clippings files depending on the 
needs of the users. The children's 
page could be collected and bound 
to provide a wide range of 
interesting reading material for the 
younger children. Feature articles 
and others such as those on science, 
environmental issues, sports and 
other areas of student interest, 
language and other lesson material 
etc. could be collected in different 
files and made available to the
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students. Librarians could provide 
a wide range of material at very 
little cost in if only they could be 
more imaginative. Instead of 
waiting for the resources to come 
to them, they need to look out for 
opportunities to enhance their 
collections and help libraries grow.

4 „> " \  * >. fr( n t
Organising the Collection

Even if school have purpose 
built library buildings and a good 
collection, the library cannot 
provide access to the material if 
they are not organised properly. 
This is a problem that could be 
observed in many school libraries. 
The solution to this problem is 
very simple. It is a problem that 
could be tackled easily by the 
librarian. It is their responsibility 
to see that the materials are 
properly organised. Apart from 
cataloguing the collection and 
maintaining a catalogue, they are 
expected to classify the material 
using a standard calssification 
scheme like the Dewey 
classification system. It is not 
difficult because material in 
school libraries are usually 
categorised into broad subject 
areas.

However, it is better if they 
could go one step further and 
index them using simple 
Keywords and use a dictionary 
type catalogue so that it will help 
the students to locate them easily. 
Library guides and signs etc., are 
also very useful in helping students 
to locate resources. It will also 
help the librarians themselves to 
locate material in response to 
reference queries. If librarians 
could take an effort to help people

find information, it would go a 
long way in promoting their image 
as well as that of the library. This 
will in return assist them in getting 
the support of the school 
community when requesting for 
resources and facilities.

A good well stocked library 
which is very well oiganised and 
well kept will not make a living 
school library unless it provides 
easy and equal access to all 
students. There is no point in 
having a library which is well 
looked after, if the children are 
not allowed to use the collection 
freely. The over emphasis on 
organising and preservation to the 
extent of keeping the books in 
glass - fronted cupboards, locked 
up at all times is one factor that 
has hindered the growth and 
development of some of our 
libraries. Although it is essential 
to be concerned about the security 
of the collection, librarians must 
not overdo it, specially not to the 
extent of not allowing children to 
touch them let alone read them.

Rigid library rules in 
addition to locked cupboards are 
doing much harm than to the 
library than lost or damaged books 
which could be replaced. If 
libraries are to become active and 
growing, then children should be 
encouraged to enter the library 
and use any material of their 
choice. A life - time habit of 
reading and library use starts from 
the positive and happy experience 
of using libraries from an early 
age. Therefore, school librarians 
should do everything possible to 

gdzs>23)3e gOasf©

make the library a happy place 
where children would want to 
come. They should make every 
effort to make the environment as 
warm, welcome and child friendly. 
Even if it is difficult to provide the 
right kind of furniture and so on, it 
does not cost a lot to display some 
welcoming posters, pictures drawn 
by the children and any other 
material that will make the place 
brighter. Above all, it is not too 
much to ask librarians to have a 
warm welcoming smile and good 
public relation. It does not cost 
anything at all!

Reaching Out

Librarians could become 
part of the living school through 
regular meetings with others and 
communication of ideas and 
information. They could make use 
of newsletters, bulletin boards 
and other communication channels 
to make people aware of the 
resources and services.

They could also plan and 
organise activities that will interest 
the children and thus try to build 
up a good relationship with them. 
Activities such as competitions, 
puzzles, story times etc., will help 
in this process. This is one area 
where librarians could use their 
creativity and innovation to help 
their libraries to grow and secure 
their own place within the school 
community.

A living library should be 
sensitive to the needs of the users. 
Specially when it comes to 
children who could be easily 
encouraged to use the library when 
they feel that it is an interesting 
place. It is not just about reading, 
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but also about providing materials 
to support their activities such as 
hobbies, sports, music, drama and 
so on.

The library could be made a 
part of their school life in terms of 
providing support for home - work, 
providing past question papers in 
addition to material related to 
classroom lessons. In some 
developed countries there are 
libraries that provide for children 
to carry out their homework and 
classroom projects. Some school 
libraries even provide equipment 
such as video recorders required 
for their research skill programs, 
for interviewing, recording and 
presenting information.

Education is about preparing 
children for the world of work. 
Librarians could take the initiative 
of collecting material that 
provide information on further - 
educational opportunities and 
career related information and help 
students to make informed career 
choices.

The format of library 
collection are changing with the 
introduction of new technology. 
Libraries of tomorrow will have 
print as well as non print material 
and computers. Librarians will 
need to be able to use new 
technology and at the same time 
teach others in the school to use 
them to find information.

It will take quite a while for 
our libraries to become equipped 
with modern technology.

However, librarians need to be 
aware of the changing needs and 
try to acquire the skills required to 
work in modern school libraries. 
It is up to them to see that their 
libraries get the necessary 
equipment and to set up new 
services depending on the needs 
of their users. A library will 
become a living library only if the 
librarian takes the initiative to see 
that it is transformed into one.

W orking with other |

One of the most important 
functions of a school library is to 
support teaching and learning 
activities. This involves helping 
students learn how to learn, 
through library and information 
skills programs. It is about helping 
students to find and use 
information for problem solving 
and carrying out any task at hand.

In order to support teaching 
and learning activities, librarians 
need to work closely with teachers. 
They need to find out more about 
the curriculum and help the 
teachers to provide better learning 
environments through resource - 
based learing activities. Although 
teachers need resources for their 
student centred activities, they are 
not aware of resources that are 
available for them. Since teachers 
themselves are not information 
literate most of them do not know 
what to look for and where to start. 
Therefore, librarians could 
examine their collection and make 
the connections and help teachers 
by helping in their lesson planning.

Some school librarians in 
developed countries are actively 
involved in classroom teaching in 
collaboration with teachers. They 
workco-operatively with teachers 
and are involved in curriculum 
and lesson planning and teaching 
information skills by integrating 
them to the classroom lessons.

Although school librarians 
in our country do not have the 
required training for such 
activities, in time to come with the 
implementation of the World Bank 
Project, they will be in better 
position to participate more 
actively in teaching information 
skills programs. Until such time, 
they could contribute actively by 
keeping them aware of the 
available resources. Therefore, 
they could still work closely with 
teachers and gain their confidence 
through active participation of 
school activities.

Working with others involve 
not only with people in the school 
community, but also with others 
in the profession. They could learn 
a lot from each other through 
shared experiences and knowledge 
and help one another in 
transforming their own libraries. 
They should join professional 
associations - the Sri Lanka Library 
Association and take part in 
professional activities. This will 
provide them with the opportunity 
to develop their own professional 
life contributing to the profession.

With the establishment of 
more school libraries, recruitment 
and training of teacher librarians 
under the proposed school library 
development project, they will
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becom e the largest group of 
librarians in this country. If they 
unite and work together they could 
becom e a strong professional 
body that could act the driving 
force behind living schools in our 
country.
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