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A
’ Under the Act No 51 of 1998 the National Li-

brary Services Board has been changed as the National
Library and Documentation Services Board.

According to the new act the National Library
and Documentation Services Board consists of fourteen
members, seven of them are ex - officio members and
seven members are appointed by the Minister of Educa-
tion and Higher Education.

Chairman

Mr. Henry Samaranayaka

Mr. A Andrew Silva.
Secretary, Ministry of Higher Education - Member

Mr. R.A.A Ranaweera
Secretary Ministry of
Cultural Affairs

Mr. P.A. Senarathna,
Secretary, Ministry of

- Member

Public Administration - Member

Prof. Kapila Dahanayake
Chairman, National Science

Foundation - - Member

Mr. P. Harrison Perera
President, Sri Lanka .
Library Association - Member

Prof. V.K. Samaranayake
Chairman, Computer and
Information Technology

Council of Sri Lanka - Member

Mrs. R.A.A.M. Perera

Representative of the Treasury - Member

Mr. K. Jayathilake - Member

8
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Mr. S.M. Kamaldeen - Member

Dr. S. Sandarasekeran - Member
Mr. A. Sivanesh-Selvam - Member
Mr. Dayarathna Lankapura - Member

Mr. Henry Samaranayake has been appointed as
the Chairman of the National Library and Documentation
Services Board by the Minister of Education and Higher
Education Mr. Richard Pathirana.

Prior to this appointment Mr. Samaranayake had
been the Chairman of the Sri Lanka National Library Ser-
vices Board for a period of four years.

Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri has been appointed as the
Director General of the National Library and Documen-
tation Services Board. Prior to this appointment Mr.
Amarasiri had been the Director of the National Library
Services Board.

The National Library and Documentation Services
Board started the project of reprint new Classical Books
which are out of print . One of the objectives of this project
is to encourage the publishers to reprint the books which
became popular among the readers in the recent past. An-
“other objective of this project is to print these books in
good quality and make them available to the readers.

Following books were printed under this
project in 1998

Title ' Author

Walawwaka palahilawwa Piyadasa Sirisena

Prof.Senarath
Paranavithana -

Sinhalayo

Romage vasanava E.R. Erathna

Bharatiya shreshta G.B. Senanayake
navakatha

Charakaya saha goyam S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
ketha

Sankshiptha Lanka ithihasaya H.W. Codrington

Muhammadu Casim
Sithi Lebbe.

Asrarul Alam

The launching of these books was held on 21 Janu-
ary 1999 at the National Library Auditorium.

A seminar for local government librarians of the
Western Province was conducted by the National Library
and Documentation Services Board for providing knowl-
edge on computer application and obtaining internet fa-
cilities. Atthe end of the seminar a training on computer
application and internet access was given to the partici-
pants.

The lectures conducted under the National Library
lecture series from June to March 1999 are as follows.

Lecturer . Topic

2388 D1saBecd HD 6e3csd
RO Héescarss

Prof. T.G. Kulathunga

Mr.N.T.S.A. Senadeera 86l &s 0 @o5306e®
309 €528 @aedtka esewdd
£30£323 €53,

Mr. Kapila Jayalal Selection of integrated library
Sirisena software package for Univer
sity Libraries in Sri Lanka

52 Libraries presently contribute to the National
Union Catalogue compiled by the National Library and
Documentation Services Board. 26 libraries send infor-
mation to the National Union Catalogue in computer for-
mat. Using this computerised information, NLDC has been
published two printed volumes of National Union Cata-
logue. The first volume contains - information from the
entry no. 1 to 10000 and the second volume contains
information from entry no. 10001 to 20000. Steps have
been taken to send the copies of these volumes to the
contributing libraries.
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Seminars

Workshops =

A Seminar on International Standard Book Num-
bering was held in London on 25 and 26 March, 1999.
Mr. Henry Samaranayake the Chairman, NLDSB par-
ticipated at the seminar.

A Seminar on National Plan for Library Services
and Resource was 1999 held at the Renuka Hotel, Co-
lombo, from in 1-3 Feb. which was co-sponsorned by
British Council and SLLA. The guest lecture was deliv-
ered by Derek Law, Director (Information) Stranthcalaid
University Great Britain.

NLDSB has started a new division, named Book
Development Assistance Division to undertake
programmes for encouraging the writers and publishers;
such as Publication Assistance project, Project for the pur-
chase of new publications and project for the reprint of
classical books. This New Division has taken steps to
increase the effectiveness and renovate the projects
through the implementation of various proposals.

Workshop for journal editors and publishers in
South East Asia was held from 4-9 January 1999 at the
Hotel Le Kandylan, Peradeniya. The workshop was orga-
nized by the University of Peradeniya and International
Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications
(INASP). Representatives from Bangaladesh, Indonesia
and Thailand were participated.

A workshop for providing scientific knowledge
about library book conservation and book binding was
conducted from 5th to 8th March at the National Library
and Documentation Services Board. The officials of pub-
lic and school libraie who deal with this subject area par-

Aicipated at this workshop.

' Workshop on conservation of ola leaf manu-
scripts was held from the 22-30 March at the National
Museum, Colombo. It was conducted under the
consultancy of Inturch Indian Council of Consevation and
jointly sponsered by NORAD & JAICA. Thirty employ-
ees from various institutes participated at the workshop.

7
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3(1) The Board shall consist ~ Constitu-
of the following :- tion of the
Board

(@

Seven members appointed
by the Minister from among
persons who have gained
eminence in the field of
Higher and General Educa-
tion, one of whom shall be
appointed by the Minister

as Chairman of the Board; and

seven ex- officio members or
their authorized representa-
tives, namely:

(®

(i) The Secretary to the Ministry of
the Minister in change of the
subject of Education.

the Secretary to the Ministry of
the Minister in charge of the
subject of Cultural Affairs;

(i)

the Secretary to the Ministry of
the Minister in charge of the
subject of Public Administra-
tion;

(iif)

the Chairman of the Natural
Resources, Energy and Science
Authority established by Act,
No 78 of 1981,

(iv)

(v) the President of the Sri Lanka
Library Association;

the Chairman of the Computer
and Information Technology
Council of Sri Lanka; estab-
lished by Act, No 10 of 1984;
and

(vi)

(vii) aRepresentative from the Trea-

sury.

4 The functions of the Board Functions
shall be- of the
Board

(a) toassess the need for library and
documentation services among
all sectors of the community and
to promote the development of
library and documentation ser-
vices;

to adminster, manage and con-
trol, the affairs of, the National
Library and Documentation
Centre established under section
12;

(b)

(c) toadvisethe Minister regarding
plans, programmes and activi-
ties for the development of li-
brary and documentation ser-
vices in Sri Lanka;

to provide co - ordination for,
and promote cooperation in, li-
brary and documentation ser-
vices in Sri Lanka;

(d)

12
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(e)

6]

(®

0

0]

)]

(k)

to provide professional advice
and training, and to facilitate the
provision of, technical, material
and financial assistance, includ-
ing the provision of fumiture,
equipment and library and docu-
mentation materials, to libraries
and librarians in Sri Lanka;

to promote the development of
the library and documentation
profession in Sri Lanka;

to initiate, promote, conduct and
co - ordinate, research, surveys
and investigation in relation to
all aspects of library and docu-
mentation services;

to formulate and promulgate na-
tional standards with regard to
all aspects of library and docu-
mentation services;

to promote the reading habit the
production of publications, the
provision of advice and assis-
tance to other agencies for the
production of publications, and
through exhibitions, displays
and other promotional activities;

to organize meetings, training
courses, exhibitions and other
activities in connection with
any aspect of its work;

to initiate and finance competi-
tions, prizes and awards in con-
nection with any aspect of its
activities; and

to do all such acts and things
which in the opinion of the
Board are necessary for, or
conductve or incidental to, the
discharge of its functions.-

The Board shall have the
power-

to establish, mange and main-
tain the National Library and
Documentation Centre and such
other libraries or documentation
mentation centres as the Board
considers necessary for the dis-
charge of its functions;

to enter into and perform all
such agreements and contracts,
in Sri Lanka and elsewhere, as
may be necessary for the exer-
cise of its powers, or the perfor-

()

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

()

(vi)

2)

(@)

(®

©

(d)

mance of its duties, in particu-
lar with regard to -

the acquisition of library and
documentation materials
through Sri Lankan publica-
tions deposited in the Depart-
ment of National Archives
under the Printers and Publish-
ers Ordinance (chapter 179) ,
purchase, gift and exchange;

the creation, collection and
dissemination of bibliographic
records;

the establishment, operation
and development of libraries
and documentation centres and
the provision of library and
documentation services;

the inter lending and copying
of library and documentation
materials;

the preparation , production and
distribution of publications;

the education and training of
library and documentation staff
and users;

Subject to the provisions of
section 4, the functions o the
Centre shall be -

to make avalable for the use of
all sections of the community,
a national collection of library
and documentation resources
appropriate to their needs;

to preserve the national and
cultural heritage of Sri Lanka
through the establishment, de-
velopment and maintenance of
a national collection of library
and documentation materials,
published in, or relating to, Sri
Lanka;

to receive copies of Sri Lankan
publications deposited in the
Department of National Ar-
chives under the Printers and
Publishers Ordinance (Chapter
179);

to acquire, by purchase or oth-
erwise, copies of publications
published in or relatiing to, Sri
Lanka, or of foreign publica-
tions relevant to the needs of Sri
Lanka ;

(e)

)

(®

)

0]

0

k)

M

M

to provide bibliographical ser-
vices, including National Union
Catalogue of library materials of
libraries in Sri Lanka;

to establish and create a national
bibliographic database of docu-
ments and publications, pub-
lished in, orelating to, Sri Lanka;

to publish the National Bibliog-
raphy of Sri Lanka;

to provide reference, informa-
tion, referral, reprographic and
documentary research services
to all sections of the community

“of Sri Lanka

to provide access to the library
and doucmentation resources
which are, or may in future be-
come, avilable in or outside Sri

_Lanka to all members of the

community;

to promote, advise and assist in,
the establishment, development
and maintenance of, library and
documentation networks, in-
cluding networks of public,
school, écademic, government
and other libraries and docu-
mentation centres serving all
sections of the community in Sri
Lanka,;

to promote and facilitate co-
operation and resource sharing
among libraries and documen-
tation centres, at national and
international level, including
exchanges of library materials,
interlibrary lending and docu-
ment copying, and the training
and exchange of staff;

to promote the introduction and
efficient application of new in-
formation technologies in librar-
ies and documentation centres in
Sri Lanka through the applica-
tion of such technologies in the
work of the centre and to pro-
vide advice, assistance and
training to other bodies regrad-
ing the introduction of such
technologies, or promotional
activities; and

to undertake such projects, and
provide such facilities and ser-
vices, in pursuance of the func-
tions of the Board, as the Board
may from may time to time re-
quire.
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BIT6VS BLAUQSHMBHEHEG 61(LDHHIGLILITLIL
(wemmenioullest Sleudlwid

6TLD.LT.6TLD.  emLIer 610

BITEOSBIT

Carens &Y yeell elluyssenemtdssenio

BITUBEIGOT GUTFHTHEMET  THITUTT S
Bmedamer. euUTFSTH6N BTSN THTUTTHS
Brevamsmen GhTsdl eumdlaiment. @susefe
Bapemeusemenll iTHH OFUIL HITEVSMEIGE, HINEOSH6I
BOOHSMULITEAD - DIMEULD SDHSHEMEULITHLD,
PURSMHWSSULLL ST RHED Ceuswi(BL.
LQSBF SHMEUWTET HTEVH6T E6V6VTH HITEVHMBIHEN
GREEHH HSHHS B Be0OTH (H6NEISMENL
Gureimeney. sleiBeu HILVBEIB6NT Hlewmwsd Cghemeu
aatumsailL. HTsE &6 URSEEH HHDHS
BTEVSEHL SiM6U B QUOEISMSSUILL (H
BHIVID HeUFWILOTESTDS).

mTevEmIG6T umml 1933 Qe &THHWIQHENT
gl BHHSH BATDMEHGL QUTHHSHOTS 266N
“UHHBEISM6N HITDTHOD, WTHETMBHWTHLD
wL(hw dausHs Oamaiendaigw ellwmury
LOSTUUTETEND 266N QHEUMT HIT6L Hleheowis et
piteurdlwre Bwdss e TSTssl. UsHoHsmsener
_SITHISHMS 2 Wb 6UTEISGS FnlgWeUTTHALD,
SUDDOD BAIG QIOEIGHMLESS FnlQUETTHALD
uTtiHa HS GCouenevd @ @meusny BWwlés
Gouem(hLd.  Fouemd eummidE QsTeTenTod BHS
Coumevenwd OGauiw, wrm (wWeieugaisdemsn
SIIMT60 BERIGET HeVeY FOUeMD OaT(HHSH HGHSH
o eTen QHeuedy Plwssd HWUTITE B(HED
Causwmi(ho.” sTHIlwysellal BHHdH Heum6D
SNETVSHHIBGHW QUTHSSOTS 2_6Teng).

5Toubpe BUIOEIBEDSES (International Stan-
dards) SiwaTs Qur@Lseial o Hus e
Qewpur@Basei HeL QUM S el mg). b &f &
QamPedm ugdear cped 2 Husd GeuniuGHeim
swrfliysser waaseflewLCw GQeumpaywrs
CsaimenLousnN@ BWIDEIGT SleuduiorSetmen.
Gurgieurs FTauBsHsF HWLEBEHHE SIMDITS
Gur@Lasiean o_pusd, swrilyset HenL QUDIEUSET

&nyenions GurmLseier alflGuwrsid, o uGwTsLD,
ugmofBsed, YsIussHed Gureinm QewmurBEeEnsa
Hasad 2 _gselurs @osGWL. S&m @eleuTnren
Blwws Qewupuriyn@ o &l mass
&immeenGw ® LuL® B mU ugem e
DIGUSHTANBHEVMLD. ‘

s ‘HTVSW’ aaim CFTe s &
auengumIGSUUL (G QROLUGSSIULL  GmEéw
GurmenTengl, @M UFeusuFSBLILL (HeTenSHIL 6T,
beafear QaTIedHL US Bl (peOld 61D& &
o flenvwrdsliul Gertenr, Walallwe Hooued
o smseiar umisefliyLer, Beaim oig oIfHs
QUTHEDLET  ‘HH6UD AIPEIEGHD [BlMHEOWIDTSH’
wrdlujeTengl. SBHHT STTWMIOTE  HEVGIDTEISH6IT
mTevas OCeswpurGameruw &rauGsha
BIWWEISEHS @ MOaITS QUOEISMOULSN S
SiFsora JesmN 0FaHA eumHSSImenT.

peafer mTewEME Hefleai G Feneusen
alfleyuBHSULL Y HULSETED SIHMSTL LWLIGTLHSHSHILD
aurgs’ OFTensullar camlamlemauld USIL
QuUHGUMS DIUGTEI S HOTLO . @ et mi
BrevamEamer 2 LGwTdlug Cafw i L HHeNHHS
gTeuBss wLLGHNG ugall ealflhgmuugi e
aGsLions samallenw o LUBUTHGHS, @ HITLIgeT
SHAOBMET 2 LaiguTsd @aTLOBy)  cpeold
@ Qe mTLa®mBa Qumw SenalnE
elwrisgieneng. ey HIevEmIG6Ta Hals
Camfeoplu CFameuss LTSI, ULIQUIM
udeysenensd SUTNHSHO, UGIUTESD QFuiBe,
HIeveluTl UL IQUIedE6T SWMTHSH, &HLIQUITSHSLD
Qeuige Gureim sTaTyem SLenwseflar GuTs)
gTeuBss wLLHF0 smSsfleaiu L QuTs
gOUTLIQene HML (PenDLILIBSHSHISSTme.

- BTVSEIGEHGSTET Ul gwD) uHesmend
swurflsed, ugluuTasw GGFUse Gurearim
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BLOIRSMBBEDGG GuTgaurtal Gnuihemens
Qamewn_(penmenosnwl 2 LGWITELUg GLHLbLITeVTET
BTVBEIGEN Saual (FQISHUH MPSHLD.
aflGFLITE UEmVSEPH Bureim @edall
ourTwEd  ploeuatmiseflar Brevsmiser, Gsdlw
Brevsw Guraipaumpled ulgwmd udleysenerns
swurfaaeinm Curgy GCxdw Qumilserfed
wrs slgwed eorg sFraulBsrs wWLLS S
gnmISCsTeTeniu L 6IWSHUIGOUWITIL (Translitera-
tion) PO oo UFeysemensd HWTTiSHH
aumIAT MMM  SeusTaflbseomd.  @eueumm
QeuwuiuBeuger Crres eaieaGauaiey, Cxhflw
Ourenw YlwrHeTsst gnl QBT STFEUILOTEH
udleysenen aundlHg| HIVSETEIN6L 6l6ien 2_6iTeng)
aauemN® SPW (PYIITDSH).

a0 GurPssrer gnmieOsTeTemiuLL
eSHILGuWITIY (wenmentoulsner FuwnfsdeamCurs
sauamsEn GameieniuL  Ceuswiguw & &w
smyeidel Leteuhlomml :

(o) swrfsstuGdain esHSICUUITIIL
wenp FWOPGLTY sy euflengenwuyw,
Qumdlenwwd YrewliuBeHsHsamiguSHTS
Bmas Couemi(HLd.

(o1) 61(SHIGHMAT 2_(HeUBIGETT
WwrSATNS, Seupder o &Ffiy,
Gumy supsdear Gurg supDiaT el
2 LBwraw UMM SigluenLuiled

SiMWHG STeuiuL Geusmi(BLo.

(®) ssEHILGUWITIY (WenmenLoullest
GMuihasen FTauBss L LGH
2 LUBunssHed 2_eTENHTHOLD
SimEsfEsuuUl LSTEaD STETiLL
Gouemat(HLb.

(7)  e1pSHUOLWITOY (PeDWITETGE
G(HHSLOTAHTHAD 6V EUTNHTH6LD
sremuuL Ceuemi(BLo.

(o) ewsgibaETa @GOG Helar
Gamfleom usAnEG BevGeuns o_seaf(
CeussmpWSTE BHHHe0 Gousmi(Hib.
GOOUTE Seviall (LPEULTET SHHEU
uforppsdng o uBWNTHsss HHEHTH

BmH360 GeuamiBLD.

pafar GQumflulwerend seflal  Qum)

aleneasENETe LWRTUGSSULGESD, FTauCss

2 &gy euflaugeutd (Universal phonetic Symbols)
(el 2 _eodlal auPSENHBGW 6he GLomdle@w
Wenpwisndl gfwmer o FFflenu ouprIEs FnQUISTS
2_6engl. '

am mriger Csdflwu Gumluled Gurdhw
BIe0B6T @60l g, Im Goryl mrevsemenuw
(pedlwwrs omSe6m HIOSMTUL HOH
Bmulp Csisss Osmendlaimer. @eleuTm L6
Quomf mIeLSMEMUID CBTERIL NEULITS HITOEBISENT
ATeNRIGHEUSRNT6L SieupMiDaTer Ll lpuwl) uHesenens
swurMgH eIl ugmofiudled RmTVsTHeT &
fabseomemnen aHTCHTES GouemnguisuTsenTSaImeT.

BTVBHDHE0 61T 2 6MeNG GTATUSHMEN
lnsameE aBSS STL.GD SEAWLTE elenHEb
ulpwefled, ue OGurfaseflayw o eren
BTVSERSHSTET ULguwh udHeasmensd swmflshg)
RUEIGUBHSHBHN (PHAWTHHTGHW. eubsur(h
Qumblufled o _sTen HEIVBEHHGW Hells Sl
uiguiensoll ugmofigsed @ev@Geurargeos; HHCHT(H
@ Ourhuled GHempbseney HIeOET G(HINeT
DIHHOBE QI LLIQUINE Q(OEIG UBSHHIHED LIew
alyworengr@. Curdw oieney HETEOSH6T @
Gurlulled BmBHTAIL BSDGS Saflwren
ulyweneoll ugmofliusemTed euTgsT uweaTUTH
WWOLWTMSTS LT LTS @® eflLuww
OgrLiursl uso Gomfleeieid Ceusioubs HIELS6I
uppw elluysdenen @Gy BLSHHe0 &Tewr allHLOLLD
ourgsflal Coxemaulemenww @& BlemGaumm
LOTLLTE.

@evmienauled o eiten SiBHS HITVEEBG
0D, gpmidlevid, Frimend Bl (GLomPHseayId
BB ML BB FnlguIHTHe6TeNe. SICBHSLOTEL
Ourg mrevsmiseiled Gyl sngluemLulGaBu
segseil ulguied urTofldsiuGEIDE. D660
UV BMVE &IPS HTVEE SaflW, aflGsL
Eresmsaiaw @eleurm  Guord  sugluenLullsd
safllssaflll ulyumensd surilhse FHAobs
wopwunarg. Fseo Oumlaeaflew -2 eaien
BIEVSEHSBTE LI Igulsd Ldlasenem @B uLigulsdsd
@bBEIGUBHSSHIUBE (B UTEST DHHTVDHH
(PIPDLOWITET LN DDLU 2 FHEU6OMLD.  6T606VT
Gomflaeileid o 6Tem Oi6U6MImIGEHSSTEN LIL QUi
uFHeysenen @Gy Gmpled wIHDEUSET (PG
Bameng Oeuiweomd.  &TauBss OGmhlurs
SyE &0 Quryl @EUuUSHITAID, W
Qumiflsefled o_aien HEIOBEHSBTET UL IQUID
udleyseEpd opmEen GomfleE LTHMULGHEISHET
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apeod @By uliyweded @Uudleysel WTeuHENMUILD
PUWEIGUBSHE MeubDHEMQUSTE B(HSSITDS).

o® OwrPsefu Gsrpsefled 2 eren
slpsaIBsmen QenGenTm G fulsr ewssisseafisd
wrpm@dain wonGu eawsHaslt Guuily
(PMOWTEGW. 6B QuwTiygF Qeunuiu@Galem
QumPsgiw eauwsaisseflar o gfiiy, Gummer
aRUUDENDE SHHHD Garem(h GCeulwiubaaim
awss wiHm wopUmmGu Q5 Ghlsdaing.
@asmred FHTsEseND G mEEow Falihs
Qursedlaeien mredsaflan HIeL alouyaumsdenaiL
uligwmn udeyseiled opmEiden eufl sugeled swimilsaics
Caraiaugsmn@ ewsHHL OGuwidy wenpCw
o_&hH50HT60MLD.

@@ GumPluied o _siTem HETEVISHTEN HITED
afleugenemuiener ymEle GmfléE wTHmLD
ELW@&@&@G&&H @LD[T[.@QLILUI:H:IL] (Trans]ation)
sIpHSIULY  1(BHSH60 (Transcription) — GTRSHSHIL
Quusriy (Transliteration) S et audlserled
CumasTaTeneomd. SymIBe GomPfluflsd DiemOBHS
BT Bei, &L Hmgsei, AN masseni
waslwearaup flGev HUIPU uFESMNS
GSUUIGELOILS5 Cop@MidlL cpaim) (LenmaEHLD
deruppluhdaiper. ReudmieT er(psHHlt Guuiriy
wpepuienenl Usiupmeudlevd UTTSS  6pSHSHIL
uyQw®m s &ed wepGu Qunigiw
- MBWTSMUUL QHUUSMST  DH6USBT 6B &H60TLD .
@aared SCpad FhaTUUEIGe 611sHHIL
ugWEHSHN (WPepulled SMWHS USHEISD6N
o Fsfla@wlurgd amseaI yeooluLrg Gur@
FHSTULRISEHLD 2_6T6Nel. 2 _FHTJEWIDNS “ULPLD”
el  Qamed aWHSHIL LYOWHSHSD (PenmLiLIg
‘Palam” 6len o _&gflasluul(® ‘susllento’ereim
Gurmeflenengd ha BHdamgs.  eusuTmmet
uBEemen CUTHEGL euamaulsd SMHS ETIPSHSHIL
Quwiuy wepBw ulywernss Wwpdsefn
deruppiu Gauemngw Hphe CBMuTSEIDS).

aWsaIl Quuiiys GewwiulL  ulgwmd
upleyseir HTVsE SeflenL Cuujd, & e6u6d
plmeowm seafln Gy ufwrPmd GCeulgl
Gameteniupeusained FiaCss FHuled 60608
Cadlw fHuled omssfNsaiulL STwrer sEpHHIU
Quuidys sllLsFmearl uweiubs 60

(PSHEILDTHISHTGLD.
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Beveutmy @@ Owmfluler esHIGSMmeN
Beai Qe Gurflé GMw  aups s1& & 6 ed
IPDIUSHGLU LWSTUGSSUUGSSTD  T11pS SILI
Quuwitiys HLorerg oo (IPEHEW DIDFEIGMENS
CaTaILETE @SSO BIMWLMDUTSSTGL.
PO fev uBLOTY

L. (a1 Blemevd@ Werl Quud SuwedyenL st
BmeHze eSSl GuWTiyGg S LD gemingfu
fpbs usTuUTEGLD. sufleuigeuld <9I’ emeu
sufleugeud ‘o’ alHE WLIHOY LWSTUGSSUUL L
3B eauwsdHsl Guuwiriysh HlLwreg euf
sugeuld ‘)’ eneu LewI(HLO eufleuigeutd <o aln@,
LIMOL LWSTUGSSS SaRWSTE B [HHHD
Geuemi(HLo. 2 _SHTIemionssd ‘SO’ 6
updHns pmidley eufleugalled <Tamil® 66
aupsE GuUWITiy IpedD  (ipsotd LOTDDEVTLD.
Bemibo @6 HLsHa 2 gelwLeal Tamil
& OHD-@-1D = SO’ eter wTHYle QsmeiTeTemLD.

2. 9 seufleugealled o eiem e(Ps &IH HMeN
@enGenn(h sufleugalsd WOTHMILCUTH DIUDMISS
P55 WSSHIBS6T WLIPHML QuEw GumPfuled
e eorafllgai afllBsL @ofluf(hasementi
UWIRTU(HSHSHEVTLD.

2 FNJewid:- S - @; & — n; L -

3. Aipps ewsHal! Quuilys slLwreang)
o Fofasaéompu QFTHEMEn 2 (HoUTHHS
ESQWSTE JMWH GCouswi(h.  6I(PSHSIL
Quuiiys HLGIDGU uvwaTuhHSULBESETD
Bam Gomfsalaw sims gailséGrlw
WS SWPM (Syllabic writting system)
amsgurual @Fsmaw QFTmHMmn
o _mHauTeEGHe Guan. o Fsflilmens Fnbs

- penpulsd NyHueisss @mgw  auflaugealener
sl Guwiiys FHlLsHomens swrless
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Buidly peod eurdeHsds gigw ulywpd ubHey
BILTGSeMe Cahdw  gnligenemiiyl UL IQuImens
swurfiiugn@iw epssl QUWTiys SHLgHener
o_Haurs@Gw usllullenet &STEISIFeD [HTEVSLD
CupOaTami(h aumIRIMEH.  AHuny 67HEGLW
GupulL GurYseEpdsrer aWsHSI QuuITiys
S LEsmen &TEISTaV HIevsd swrisHsemansrs
SINSTGTLD.
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Gumflufled Geusfleubd HITOHEHS GTIW  HIT6D
e fluy 65T R & (6T LD a@g,gﬂ QuuwiTuy (we»mLUIy
ugdwiul Getenenwwld GOUNLSHBHSSDHTEGLW.
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Challange of the Information Age

Once widely acclaimed
assertion that “ UNITY IS THE
POWER” has now deteriorated
in its validity. As Sir Francis Ba-
con foresaw few decades ago the
world today believe that the
“KNOWKEDGE IS THE
POWER?”. The knowledge has
gained the supreme power to in-
fluence all matters pertaining to
human life - be it social, cultural
economic or even the political
power.

Quite contrary to what our
ancestors believed accumulation
of knowledge is no more consid-
ered as the mere search for the
ultimate truth (Paramattha
Gaveshana) of life or as the part
of joice de vivre - some pleasant
pastime engaged for mere enjoy-
ment.

The revolting changes
that took place during a very short
time span of less than half a cen-
tury in the fields of communica-
tion and media have been instru-
. mental in bringing about an un-
precedented upheaval in the hu-
man intellectual activity. This has
resulted in a very high speed of
knowledge generation which sur-
passed the growth rate of all other
industries and today it has as-
cended to the noble position of the
most prestigious and predominant
industry of the world.

The concept of the knowl-

Dhanapala Gunasekara
Senior Asst. Librarian

Post - Graguate Institiute of Medicine

Colombo

edge industry embraces a wide
span of activities including edu-
cation in all levels, information
services, research, putffishing and
other forms of communication.
The only commodity involed in
this industry is none other than
information which leads to further
expansion and growth of human
knowledge.

Developments taken
place in the fields of education
during the past two to three de-
cades could be cited as a fitting
example to illustrate the complex-
ity of the challenge faced by the
information profession.

The new knowledge gen-
erated in the field of education a
psychology has acted as a cata-
lyst for recent educational reforms
world over, which emphasized
the need for student centred edu-
cation (Learning) instead of the
traditional teacher centred in-

struction (Teaching) Rule based

behaveiour and strict reliance
upon memorization has come to
be considered as belonging to the
days bygone under this new sys-
tem. Being able to recite whole

books like Sidath Sangarawa by

memory is not going to be. of
much help to anybody in a soci-
ety where the books are abun-
dantly available. The era of gulp-
ing down a few chunks of infor-

mation and claiming oneself'to be
a learned one has become obso-
lete in this era of specialization.

The student needs to free
himself from anybody’s domi-
nance and require a very high
level of courage and confidence
in order to‘negotiate which such
a dynamic and fast expanding
environment. The teacher’s role
should be shifted from the domi-
nator to a guide who would help
the student to wade through the
unfathomable mountains of new
information contained in a multi-
tude of media and to select the
information required by him.

Foregoing is only a
simple illustration which sheds
light to the nature and dimensions
of the challenge faced by the li-
brary profession. The situation is
much more grave and complex in
the fields of industry, health, man-
agement, public services etc.
Progress in these areas are solely
dependent on the provision of re-
quired information (No more! No
less | Not early! Not late ! ) in ap-
propriate quantity and at the ap-
propriate time.

How are we going to face
this challange? From which point
do we start to tackle this? At least
do we have a clear idea of the
amplititude and implications of
this challange. Have we ad-
equately conrtributed to equip
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ourselves to be strong enough to
face this situation. Perhaps some
of us may be very optismistic and
look forward to new gadgetery
and equipment as the panacea that
will save our souls while some
others who are scared of the new
technology will resort to tradi-
tional means of information han-
dling.

However, the great major-
ity has now realized that the pro-
fession has to develop capacity to
face the challange created by ever
changing social needs in order to
survive. It is not possible to em-
ploy the procedures, techniques,
methods and theories developed
for past societies to satisfy the
needs of the present society which
has changed and keep on chang-
ing continuously. A information
service aimed at satisfying the
interests of a past society can be
rather a hindrance than a support-
ing device to fulfil the informa-
tion needs of the society. If there-
fore has become imparative for
the library profession to develop
of constructive attitudes and ap-
propriate skills not individually
_ but as a profession in order to el-
evate the library services from
that of a traditional book based
service to a information based
service.

This is a complex task that
requires a clear understanding of
the needs of the society. Our atti-
tudes to the society and to our pro-
fession need to be continuously
changed to be in par with the
changes taking place in the soci-
ety we serve. It is very hearting
to note that in a small country like
ours where a considerable num-
ber of qualified librarians are ac-
tively engaged in professional
activities, no significant research

on social demand for information
in national level has yet to be un-
dertaken. Lack of data on this as-
pect has resulted for éxample, in
unnecessary wastage of hard
earned public funds for acquisi-
tion of irrelevant, inappropriate or
sparingly used material or waste-
ful duplication of resources. This
kind of wastage can be eliminated
only through a national plan
which should be based on seri-
ous research findings.

The most important point
that we should understand is that.
the new technology and sophisti-
cated of the service. We should
not also forget the fact that these
equipment had been developed
keeping advanced and well orga-
nized library environment in
mind. Therefore a well organized
and coordinated library envirment
is a prerequisite for the introduc-
tion of sophisticated equipment.
What has happened in most in-
stances is placing the cart before
the horse resulting in wastage of
public funds.

Electronic devices such as
computers have a very short life
span and therefore should be used
in full capacity in order to justify
the investment made to purchase
those. In other words the idle
machine time and underutiliza
tion of such expensive devices
amounts to neglegence of profes-
sional responsibility and a wast-
age that cannot be to lerated by a
poor country like ours.

' Further, library services
can never be elevated into a na-
tional information service unless
the library profession is updated
through continuous system of
education and communication.
All sectors of the information in-
dustry have to work together in

unison to achieve this goal.

It is myth to think that the
library services of a country could
be deVeloped by merely develop-
ing a handful libraries. What the
nation needs is not a chian of
storehoused of resources but an
integrated service employing ap-
propriate technology geared to
meet the needs of all members of
the society.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery; Inter Library Lending Bibliographical, Union
Catalogue, Referrel, Reprographic etc. Institutional membership facilities are

available.

Collections:

* Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Year Books, Maps
and a collection of Rare books y

* Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sir{halese, Tamil, English and
International Newspapers

* Periodicals

* National & International News Magazines

* Science and Technology Collection

* Library Science Collection

*  UNESCO Collection

* Collection of Ola Leaves

* A large collection of books on Economics, Political Science, Social
Science, Religion, Linguistics, Geography, History, Art, Music, Sports
etc.

* (CD- ROM) facilities for ¢ Science Citation Index’ Library & Information
Science Abstracts (LISA PLUS) “ HORTCD” and Current Contents on
Diskette

The Reader Services Division of the National Library is open from
Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

for further details, please contact: Head
Reader services Division
‘National Library of Sri Lanka,
14, Independence Avenue
Colombo 07.

Tele: 685199, 698847 o Fax: 685201
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Workshop on School Librarian training programme under the world Bank GEP I
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Exhibition to mark World Book and Copyright day.
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