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(BgxflllJ (£17603) ĉj,6D60aTQjrT<5>a)6D 
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2000.07. ĉ Bjib 2000.09.28 c^ib âb̂ a>6vfl6v3
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CSXfiB. 0@O2S5@®C3<3SOOa3C3®3O®e3OOQC5̂ ©G0@G3255g©@ea@ 
©£>S£8$g5)0@80©. gc325)J30@ OO @253)625268 @C36D Q3G325)25) 63££S( 
©©3255 c©25) ©@@g5 c3@d©Qc3 q@6©23c50D (S o c ie ta l M ar
keting ) C3c85X̂ 3C3S. C3o©S025)@C3@@63B) @66x33(3)66^0®®^! 
03 680832550C3255 q>©@©30 83© ©S®255 25)® 25X30830802550 0©  
855)0(383©® OO 0©g)Q qg02S5 0003© OO @e360 @̂ ©0̂ 25X3 SO® OC 
@£>p 0800255, ©00@Ol5g£3CO ea<^ ffl®3©@(3g© G30©25)© ©0025X1 
SO®255C3®3da3q@6®®C50D@(3gq@0E5®O@83@O. @®S£e3®o©Q3: 
OO e3£0©060253©83 ©©£©0 @00025)©) ©25525)0 Q25)6® @00 ©80®, 
©00@OflS63 25)00®C3, OO @©0£ g©O0@(55C58®832556X3 S®©6 @©C 
6£©3 ®8S@ qp@083©O @83@0. gc325)85X)@(383 §©83 QC5©0D 099GS 
©O083G330 <36)00 @253)02508 S0CC5 )̂ ©0̂ 36)255 85D0S© ©£0g@£ 
Q6)(B23©©g83®e38©Q®a. 000255 ge325)833©affl@ 25)6)255 0O3(c 
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QC3C3®©qpC36)a@G5S@aOO55CDD@e3083)Ss5G3. ©Q500C233© 
g06X5XXg(3©ffl55J@©65©a@@O©©S©@C3a©<p0ĝ
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gGteao©aogdD@EoOe ĉ3©a©)@macaD® ea<^®a©aeoe©a^ 
Sg qc3®0® ©s©55 geteao© @d©3 e^ao aoefca qpca ®3® ®©s! 
©aeDo0O @£©0s$ aoe^ @a©®0 (9^©a S© ©0e5 csSaOt®©® 
OCaea®. @t5X)Oe3Oi©c3©)S3̂ a3ffloc3e3QC3©0®®®?35e3®aO
coiaa^O qp)Oodi@a325e5©a©ee5©®e®, ©aoOesgcioa a © ^ , 
(Inform ation rich ) aa ©aoOeaOt ^dbt3^5, [Inform a
tion poor) ©C00G3S5 os5® ©caa5 ©®©a S0 s@®Oz, 
aOS.

gD@c33®a© a®a© @aa©a c3sO®a g©OK3G3sS at® @d©o 
e3^aoaoefe3®C3®S)30®^^^aOao©a®83@©. atai®aOt@a 
ot®@®a ©t§© ̂  eteO®a (Tangible) ©ao©a @e3©o a<̂ a3 
@a©a §Q@@© ©Oaoa® (Value for m oney) ®©£ atS®6 
a©a coagOt aOat®® qoag a©©.

ge3aao©@e3©De3<35X)ffloe3o2 ®oE>c3®a@®^©Sa)®g®c  ̂
Oo@ca®a0at®®0©e@©©. ©Oe53®Da@©gG3aao©©c3£DC3<3ao 
aoefcj qc3 ®0@® g©aao€)G3 @©a@G3® ©OOacs ©g ©C3@a©.
<f£@ag) 0©ex3O et& css ©odcsJo® ®©ig at®@, g©sto® ®@i? 
at®®, cg©s5©c;©G3 ao Oeo©3®®c3 o>©©© SO® ©<!ao ® gs 
qd^p ©@® ©aoOegOt ®©  ̂at®®0 c ca^acao ©og® qta.

g53aao@@e303®©aOg^e3cao©SS)̂ ®oa@ca52iaOffla 
at®G3. ®^o)ca ©C3€® ©©Da© SO® ®© ©Oj0dq ®3® 
(Cost based pricing), @©@® o<?a® aOa® @©aO0DG3 
(Dem and based pricing) ao aOaaoOe5©co c^a® aOa® 
®©aO03G3 (Com petition based pricing) @®®̂ ©a@© 
aD©a@©. ©OesD®3agcd®ao©e3̂ ao@S)3@a3©0@®©e@® 
Sec3S®©aO0Dca e3cao ©gsoq a®ao S© @o@®.

gG3aeo©9cS©e3©)e3<gn)®©aOao©©OqoaoO@c3a®a3̂ ^

w sm s.

eB. fflo®3©a aoefej. c© ̂ © , docs ©OoeSffloeje}, o«̂ a®
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ujfT60)60? <5>60Tfiferfî  Q̂,iT(g)̂ l60)LU e r i b f b  (Srbrrabab̂ .̂ lpj§ 
r̂ i6)5KiD«niT(oiDrT <310j r§te»p6i| Q̂ iuiouû fi&OTnĵ rT ? 
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6O)*ILJIT*0 (ô rTpp6l51<i)fibLIU(5llb Q0IT05? 6T60T @ 060  
fiDfibiurretn Q0iT0g?*g5)6rT* *rr6EBT60fTib. (0 fTu?jb©i0  

Q0iT0<9? @ajjbs5)fibiunr65T Q0 nr0 g51innr&Q|ib, eJlturrumĵ  
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(oi£>pu(5i6U ĵ (Saifraa (ipifUJfT̂ 66rr<g§l6OTfD̂ j. 6T6ot(B6ii 
&606151 CTfimj^sroana a(rf)UQuT(ff)SmTaa QausjorL 
ufn_arr60)6D e im r o  Q^rngj^luMr Qp60 ib ajopTL-gaa 
(gjib, «5rn}fDrri_60 gp60ib Gl^rr@^la@ib 6jp)u@aSl60T(D 

n̂aMwbfgtajjffljr ic iT ^ jib  a6ij6tfi)aa S6u«m^iu^j <3i6u<#) 
wmrra&oifDgji. 6T60t(Bqj c9i$la6nQ5l6orT60T g>rTaa£>6ro<£ 
e_600i© Ufijfagpb <5finDprrL_6i3)60 jsmb (g>n5^  ̂ Q^fT^uMr 
c3j«aiu51^^ dFrn){DrTi_60fTa (Im m ediate environm ent) 
Giarr6fr0rr6omb.

Q^iT^a^eroiij ^6onaaa6ooT6b
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M a k in g  student le a rn in g  effective in  larg e  p a r t -
tim e L I S  classes

h

Pradeepa Wijetunge 
Senior Asst Librarian 
University of Colombo

Two institutions are involved in teaching Li
brary and Information Science (LIS) part-time to large 
groups o f students in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka Library A s
sociation has about 100-150 students in the first year 
Sinhala medium class and about 75-100 in the second 
^ear class in the Colombo Centre. Galle and Kandy 
centres and the classes in English and Tamil medium  
ire not so large. Department o f  Library and Informa- 
ion  Science (DLIS), University o f  Kelaniya has about 
200-300 students in their part-time first year class and 
slightly lesser numbers in second and third years.

Method of teaching

The predominant method o f teaching is the for- 
nal lecture. The lecturer w ill deliver the subject matter 
'or two or three hours w hile the students take down 
rotes. U sually a break is given in the middle o f the 
session. Sometimes students find it difficult to take down 
lotes i f  the teacher’s speed o f  talking does not match 
heir speed o f  writing. Som etim e the teachers are re
quested to dictate notes instead o f lecturing, so that the 
students can read them in their own time. The lecturer 
nay or may not give a handout and the length and depth 
>f it can vary.

Characteristics of these classes

There are several factors common to these 
courses. Lectures are conducted only on Sundays and 
i single lecture lasts for two or three hours depending 
m the institution. U sually six hours o f  lectures are de- 
ivered on a single day. Apart from these lectures there 
ire no formal contacts between the teachers and the 
students in the form o f group discussions or tutorials. 
3n mutual arrangement, some students may consult 
:eachers during the w eek for guidance but these in
stances are rare due to several reasons. The teachers

are employed in full tim e executive posts in libraries an 
information centres m ainly in an around Colombo. In 
contrast, the students com e from a w ide geographical 
area. Therefore the students and teachers have limited 
opportunity to m eet outside the classroom.

The learning resources available for these stu
dents are extrem ely lim ited. Textbooks in vernacular 
are not common. It m ay not be incorrect to say that 
textbooks in vernacular are rare and do not exist at all 
for certain subjects. Their English knowledge is not ad
equate to comprehend the texts written in English. L i
brary facilities are not available for m ost o f  the stu
dents. They either have to use the public libraries closer 
to their hom es, which may be ill equipped on LIS, or 
use the National Library for which m ost o f  them w ill 
have to travel far from the hom etown just for the pur
pose o f visiting the library . Again the problem o f  lan
guage w ill restrain them from visiting any library at all.

The teachers also w ill find that teaching re
sources are lim ited for them. Facilities essential to pre
pare notes such as word processing facility and dupli
cating facility are limited. The mandatory workloads do 
not allow  the parent institutions to offer these facilities 
to the teachers. Since teaching is not m ajority’s full
time occupation their workplaces are not responsible 
for providing these facilities to the teachers. The class
rooms available for lectures are not the best. M ost ol 
them do not have power outlets for overhead projec
tors. Even when these are available in rare occasions 
the preparation cost becom es a problem. Lecturers can 
not be expected to bare the cost o f  preparing the transpar
encies. Capabilities o f  the institutions responsible for 
conducting the courses o f  producing learning material 
needs to be assessed. The two part-time courses are 
entirely funded by the students and no subsidy is pro
vided by any other organisation. Under these circum
stances it is not easy to expect the institutions to pro
vide teaching material for each and every lecture.

The only asset we have, under this state of 
affairs, is the subject expertise and the dedication o f the 
teachers.

n êdte>2s>oe gDasJS 2 1 / 3  2 0 0 0  ejg - e3je£s>j©S)<5



Justification of the courses

In this frightful environment anyone can won- 
ier why these course are continued at all. Y et they are 
m essential component in our tertiary education. These 
ire the programmes available for those who are inter
r e d  in entering the LIS profession, yet do not gain 
mtry to the university. On the other hand these are the 
courses available for those who are already em ployed 
in the LIS field at paraprofessional level and need quali
fications for their career prospects. I f  we do not con- 
luct these part-time course a considerable number who 
ire not eligib le to enter universities w ill not be able to 
select LIS profession as their career and those who are 
n  the em ploym ent w ill not have any other alternative 
o obtain their much needed qualifications. Therefore, 
wen with the limited resources available, it is our prime 
•esponsibility to continue offering these courses.

Advantages and limitations of Lecturing 
________ as a method of teaching_______

According to B iggs (1999) in a formal lecture 
he teacher imparts information and instructions, inter- 
icting only infrequently with students, in the expecta
tion that the material thereby conveyed w ill be adequately 
issim ilated by further activity outside the classroom. 
3e further says that according to som e authors formal 
ecturing is only appropriate for certain objectives (con
veying knowledge, facilitating comprehension), but not 
for others (applications and analysis, evaluation and criti
cism).

He further mentions that many o f  the lim ita
tions o f  the lecture arise from certain facts about hu
man learning;
* Sustained and unchanging low -level activity lowers 

concentration. Sitting listening to a lecture is such 
an activity. Y et it requires concentrated efforts to 
follow  lecture content.

* The attention span o f  students under these condi
tions can be maintained for 10-15 minutes but then 
drops o ff rapidly.

* Unbroken activities o f listening and note-taking re
sults in low -level outcomes o f  the lectures.

Biggs (1999) referring to teaching in higher edu
cation, points out that the advantage o f lectures lies in 
act that they can be used to fill the gap between text- 
cooks and research. According to him m ost o f  the uni
versity teachers have developed a scholarship o f their 
cwn. Through sheer publication lag textbooks are al
ways a w ell over one year out o f  date. The lecturer can

use the lecture to provide the latest unpublished research 
information to the students.

I guess that it is B igg’s formal lectures that we 
use in the LIS classroom  with an occasional question/ 
answer session thrown in. Unfortunately, this methoc 
leads to inactive or passive learning by students. The) 
take down the notes without any analytical or creative 
thinking passing through their minds and use rote methoc 
o f learning to get through the exams. This leads to the 
teachers’ dissatisfaction about students’ performance 
at the exams and the em ployers’ dissatisfaction at theii 
performance in the workplace.

It is our responsibility to produce the best learn
ing environment for our students because the success 
or failure o f  their learning w ill result in the subsequen 
success or failure o f their career as good LIS profes
sionals. If we keep on producing inefficient profession
als we fail in our duty as teachers.

How to make our lectures more effective

Although lecturing has its weaknesses, we are 
com pelled to use it as our key method o f  teaching un
der the prevailing circumstances in the LIS teaching in
stitutions. But we can make the lectures as effective a£ 
possible using a number o f techniques to get the stu
dents involved in the lecture. We can change the forma 
lecture into an active lecture and this w ill help the stu
dents to take a positive approach to learning.

Introduce the lecture

Improve the awareness o f students o f why the) 
do what they do. Take 5-7 minutes at the beginning o: 
the lecture to give an introduction to the lecture. Tel 
them your aims o f  the lecture and what you expec 
from the students after learning the particular topic. Foi 
instance i f  you are teaching a particular topic classifica
tion scheme tell them why you are teaching it, why this 
particular topic is included in the syllabus. Is it includec 
m erely for the sake o f knowing its existence or for the 
sake o f  learning the underpinning theory so that the 
students learn to compare different schemes. Let then 
know what you expect them to know or do after fol
low ing the lecture. Do you expect them to apply the 
scheme in their libraries or do you just want them to be 
able to describe it. When the students know what is 
expected o f  them at the end they w ill pay more atten
tion during the lecture.

Students deserve to know what they w ill b( 
doing for the next 2-3 hours. Prepare an outline o f wha 
you w ill cover during your lecture. Divide the topic intc 
sub tonics and each o f these sub tonics mav be furthsi

19gafcaaDae gOazstS 21/3 2000



divided. This w ill enable the students to map whether 
hey are at any given moment.

Use AV medial

In addition to the chalk (pen) and board you  
may use the other A V  media. When I say A V  media I 
do not mean the audio/video cassettes or slides or any 
Dther A V  material which needs special equipment for 
isin g and producing. Sim ple coloured pens and a few  
arge white sheets may change an otherwise boring lec- 
ure into an active learning experience. You can use a 
arge demy paper and a few  colours to produce the 
ecture plan and this can be displayed on a wall until the 
;nd o f  the lecture. Sim ilarly you can hang the learning 
Dutcomes on the w all. Students can then refer to them  
rom time to tim e to find their way.

It w ill not be practical to say that you can use 
□ HP transparencies for each and every lecture. But 
isin g them once in a w hile w ill help to break the m o- 
lotony o f the lecture. The teaching organisation w ill be 
ible to help you with the preparation o f the transparen
cies. Y et remember that they must be clearly visible to 
he students sitting at the last row in a large class. Hav
ing half-visible ones or having too much information on 
m e transparency can be worse than not having any 
ransparencies at all.

Distribute handouts

Students always appreciate the handouts. The 
first time I gave a printed handont and asked them not 
o write down only what they think as essential, several 
ippreciative notes were passed down to m e. But you 
reed to be careful in giving a handout because i f  it is 
oo  comprehensive or contains everything you cover in 
he lecture, it may produce a negative effect. Students 
may opt to engage in other more interesting (for them) 
asks during the lecture and ask a friend to collect an 
extra handout for them to read in their free time. Do 
lo t give everything but cover all the important things, 
[nclude definitions, diagrams and technical terms which 
can be m is spelt and misunderstood by the students.

Producing a handout w ill save your time by 
lo t having to repeat the writing on the board year after 
/ear. Your tim e spent on preparing the handouts w ill 
cay dividends in enhanced student learning. I f you find 
it difficult to prepare handouts by yourself, the institu- 
:ion to which your teaching is affiliated may be able to 
lelp you in the preparation. The end product needs not 
o  be a high quality laser product. A  low  cost cyclostyled 
ir risographed copy is perfectly suitable.

Use lecture breaks

According to the following figure learning starts 
declining after the initial 5-10 minutes and this declining 

l' becom es rapid after 15-20 m inutes. But introducing a 
suitable break may revive this declining learning. Y oi 
can use short breaks to enrich the dreary lecture anc 
make it more active and effective for the learners.

Figure 1 -

In the usual note taking process the students 
have two tasks to perform; to understand what you are 
teaching and to take down what they understood, foi 
future reference. The best o f  the class w ill cope up bu 
the mediocre ones w ill m iss som e key points during the 
process. One way o f  avoiding this problem is to give 
students a 5-minute break after you talk for 15-20 min
utes, to check and correct their notes. They may be 
asked to discuss w ith the neighbour and check each 
other’s notes for m issing points. You can go on explain
ing a com plicated topic and ask the students to lister 
without taking down notes. Then give a short break foi 
them to write what you explained in their own words 
This w ill force them to participate actively in the lecture 
rather than copying down passively. Check one or twe 
samples for accuracy.

Instead o f  giving them com plete handouts you 
can leave som e blanks for them to fill in. Explain foi 
som e time and ask them to fill in the gaps during a 5- 
minute break. In this process i f  the students are no 
clear o f  the concept they w ill be com pelled to ask foi 
clarification, if  not from you, from another students sit
ting next to. By observing their behaviour you can have 
a feedback on whether they are com fortable w ith the 
lecture or not.

Brainstorming

This can be used to generate freethinking among 
the students. They can be divided into several groups 
and given a sim ple task to com plete in groups. Foi
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instance each group may be asked to list three services 
i special library can provide for its users. At die end 
'esponses o f  all groups can be synthesised in to a com- 
irehensive list o f  services. Yet it has to be noted here 
bat, this type o f  group work w ill not be possible in a 
room where the seating arrangements are fixed.

Consolidating

Biggs (1999) using the following diagram sug
gests that you should consolidate what has been dealt 
with in a learning session i f  it is to be retained for a 
significant period o f time. Bligh (1971), on whose origi- 
la l study B iggs has based his comment, determines the 
consolidation by asking students about the lecture not 
repeating what was just told, but getting them to tell 
what the lecturer told them. This kind o f  review  gener
ally lifts the quality o f learning outcome by involving  
students actively in the lesson.

0 JO . 20 30 -40 SO so
Days from lecture

Short classroom tests

You can also use a short test at the beginning 
i f  the class to test the retention level o f  the previous 
ecture. This need not be an elaborate and time con
suming one but a sim ple fill in the blank type o f mul- 
iple-choice questions which you can put on as an OHP 
ransparency. Students can write the answers on a sheet 
3f paper and mark each other’s paper using the an
swers you put on another OHP transparency. This w ill 
lelp effective retention o f  the subject matter.

Conclusion

Lecturing is  not the b est m ethod o f  teaching, w hich  
encourages deep approach tow ards learning. N e v 
ertheless, under the g iv en  u n avoid ab le circum 
stances it is  the m ost effic ien t m ethod w e can u se  
in large part tim e LIS classes. A s teachers our prin
cipal resp on sib ility  is  not ju st to im part k n ow l
edge su fficien t enough  to get through the end o f

course exam inations, but to stipulate a lo v e  o f  the 
subject am ong our students, so that they become 
dedicated  and k n ow led gab le p rofession als. Foi 
th is w e  have to encourage them  in  "learning tc 
learn"

O ne o f  the w ays w e can encourage deep 
learning is  to d eliver active lectures instead o f  for
m al lectures. U se  o f  the teachniques m entioned ir 
the previous section  w ould  help  to turn a passive 
form al lecture in  to a dynam ic learning activity  
w h ich  in v o lv es students.
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(Continued from Page 06)

UNESCO photo Collection Online
U N E S C O ’S ex ten sive co llection  o f  pho

tographs and slid es, covering a w id e range o f  sub
jec ts  related  to ed u cation , sc ien ce , culture and 
com m unication , is  now  available on line. The co l
lection  w as started in  1946 w hen U N E SC O  was 
founded and currently contains m ore than 10,00C 
d ig itized  im ages.
(sou rce:Inform ation D evelopm ent Vol. 16. no. 2 )

National Museum Library.

N ecessary steps have been taken to con 
serve the co llectio n  o f  the N ational M useum  li
brary on e o f  the o ld est and largest libraries in 
Sri L anka. T h ese are, esta b lish in g  a N ation a  
M useum  C onservation Fund, construction o f  a 
fo u r  s to r ie d  b u ild in g , d e v e lo p in g  an 
airconditioned conservation laboratory, building 
a m icrofilm ing unit.
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E D U C A T IO N A L  R O L E  O F  S C H O O L  L IB R A R IE S

H . M . G u n a r a tn e  B a n d a
D irector (Library and Inform ation) 

N ational Institute o f  Education  
M aharagama

T he im portance o f  libraries in  education  
ias b een  em phasised  b y  m any educationists and 
eminent professionals from  tim e to tim e. The reading 
mbit o f  students in  Sri Lanka is  not deep rooted, this 
s m ainly due to  lack o f  proper library support. It is  
tieedless to state that a library is  the m ost im portant 
nstrument to inculcate reading habits am ong students. 
Fhe standard o f  interest and general know ledge is so  
iep lorably poor in  secondary sch ools that it has be
come a m atter o f  the h ighest priority to  prom ote the 
ie sire  for the habit o f  reading am ong the students, 
fh is  m eans, in  effect, the establishm ent o f  good  li- 
>raries in  sch oo l and the p rovision  o f  an in telligent 
ind effectiv e  library service. Individual w ork, the 
>ursuit o f  group projects, m any academic hobbies and 
jo-curricular activ ities postulate the ex isten ce o f  a 
»ood, efficiently fim ctioning library. The library w ill 
)e regarded as an essential instrument for putting pro
gressive m ethods into practice. Thus the function o f  
he school library is  to help the students in  the process 
Df their self-d iscovery, to adopt h igh  ideals in  life, to 
m prove scholastic efficien cy through self-study and 
o  develop the capacity for critical thinking.

P r e p a r a t io n  f o r  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n

There is  y et another im portant reason w h y  
h e  habit o f  reading should  b e p icked  up at an early  
ig e  in  life . T h is is  linked  w ith  another d efective  
} f  secondary education , v iz  to equip the students 
adequately for h igher education. A t the lev e l o f  
ligh er education, thanks to  the ju st expansion  o f  
cnow ledge and the consequent increased quantum  
) f  k n ow led ge to  b e inbibed b y  the students. It 
w ill b ecom e in creasin gly  necessary for them  to do 
extensive reading and, for th is purpose to learn  
leav ily  on  libraries. U n less the habit o f  reading de
veloped at an early stage in  the educational career,

w ill be difficult to cultivate later on. On the other hand0the habit o f  reading, i f  acquired at an early stage, w il 
continue throughout life.

R e a d in g  a n d  C o m p r e h e n s io n
The em phasis should b e n ot a m ere reading 

but on fast reading and com prehension. This is a skill 
that has to b e develop ed  through training w hen the 
students are in  the school. M any students w ho have 
had no such training are extrem ely slo w  in  reading 
and comprehending and this is  a serious h a n d ic a p  that 
m akes it d ifficu lt for them  to  catch up w ith  the fast 
expanding subjects.

U s e  o f  S c h o o l  L ib r a r ie s

T he sch oo l library should  b e adequatelj 
equipped w ith books and efficiently organised for its 
role It should  be located  as to catch  the ey e  o f  the 
students. The furniture should be functional and com 
fortable. The w hole atmosphere o f  the library shoulc 
be attractive and inviting so that students w ill feel en
couraged to v isit it. It shou ld  b e m anned b} 
personnel w ho understand the p sy ch o lo g y  o f  stu  
dents and have an in sigh t in to the goa ls o f  schoo  
education and the role o f  the library in  h elp ing  th< 
school in  attaining these goals. There should be clos< 
lia ison  betw een  the teachers and the library person  
nel. N eed less to say  that the teachers should  v isi 
and use the library th em selves and encourage th< 
students to do lik ew ise. T hey should take the stu  
dents periodically to the library and introduce then 
to the books w h ich  have a bearing on  the sub 
jects they teach. T his w ill rouse the curiosity an< 
interest o f  the students in  the books and encourag
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hem  to read them .
P r e s e n t  s i t u a t io n

T he present situation regarding sch oo l li-  
>raries in  Sri Lanka is  far from  satisfactory except /  
in the case o f  the International S ch oo ls, N ational 
S ch ools and a few  p restig io u s p u b lic  sch o o ls  
which are ju st a handful as com pared to the vast 
lum ber o f  other sch ools. T he b asic  co llection  and 
ts organisation are deficien t. In  m any sch oo ls  
lo o k s  are k ep t in  b u n d les in  a co m er  o f  th e  
irincipaT s room  or in  som e other room  beyond  
h e  reach o f  the students.

M ost o f  the students are not aware o f  the 
existence o f  the library, not to speak o f  using them , 
fh e  b ook s are not c la ssified  and arrange and there 
is no catalogue from  w h ich  inform ation regarding 
h e  availab ility  o f  a required but can b e found out. 
fh e  charge o f  the library is  g iven  to a teacher w ho  
with a fu ll load  o f  teach ing w ork, is  not able to  
direct proper attention to  it. M oreover, w ith  the 
threat o f  b ein g  h eld  resp on sib le for the lo ss  o f  
books in  the course o f  u se, h is an xiety  is  m ore to  
keep the b ook s under safe custody than to put them  
to u se u n less h e is  h ig h ly  m otivated.

S t e p s  o f  A c t iv a t in g  S c h o o l  L ib r a r ie s

I f  educational standards should improve 
steps are im perative for activating school librar
ies and m aking them so function as to lend effec
tive support to school education in  the realisation 
i f  a ll its objectives. First and foremost, the stu
dents should be made aware o f the library from the 
beginning o f their school education and made to 
feel that it is  an important unit o f the school &  
lower prim ary level they should be exposed to 
30oks and encouraged to develop the reading habit.
[n other w ords there should  b e gradual integration  
j f  teaching w ith  the library as the students advance 
n  sch oo l education. T his w ill b e  facilitated  b y  
ippropriate changes in  the teaching m ethods. E ven  
w ithin th e ex istin g  fram ew ork o f  teach ing, the  
:eacher, i f  innovative enough, can introduce m eth- 
)ds on  h is ow n  that w ou ld  n ecessita te library u se  
)y  students.

T he id eal is  to have a fu ll tim e qualified  
ibrarian in  each  sch oo l. H ow ever, th is m ay not 
>e im m ediately  feasib le  in  v iew  o f  its financial

im plications. B ut it should be attem pted as aphasec 
program m e w ith  a few  sch o o ls se lected  in  eacl 
educational district every year for the appointm en  
o f  fu ll tim e q u alified  librarians. In  the m eantim e 
there should  b e a crash program m e for g iv in g  in 
ten sive training to teacher librarians in  a ll sch ools  
Such teacher librarians, as far as p o ssib le , shoulc 
not b e transferred. S o  that the library expertise 
th ey  have acquired w ill b e availab le to the sch oo  
concerned until their retirem ent. T he in clu sion  o: 
library scien ce as a fu ll paper in  the teacher’s train
in g  courses a lso  m erits seriou s consideration . The 
teacher put in  charge o f  sch o o l libraries should  be 
g iven  som e r e lie f  from  their norm al teach ing loac 
and their a llow an ce sh ou ld  b e  enhanced in  ordei 
to serve as a financial in cen tive for them  to take up 
the w ork. U n til each  sch o o l h as fu ll tim e librar
ian, it is  desirable for a library o fficer  w ith  su it
ab le p rofession al q u alification s to  b e attached tc 
each D iv isio n a l E ducational O ffice  w ho w ill v is i 
the sch oo l libraries in  the d iv isio n  p eriod ically  anc 
g iv e  techn ical ad v ice and assistan ce for the propel 
organisation and w orking o f  th ese  libraries.

C o n c lu s io n

It w ill not b e incorrect to  say  that are o f  the 
m ajor reasons for the general d eclin e  in  the stan
dard o f  education  at a ll le v e ls  is  the n eg lect o f  the 
library. It is  m ost n eg lected  in  sch o o l educatioi 
w here, actually, it shou ld  h ave received  the great
est attention. T his situation  n eed s to  b e changec 
and there should  b e a ll our efforts to ensure tha 
the sch oo l libraries p la y  the ro le  en v isaged  foi 
them  effectiv e ly . A n  atm osphere shou ld  b e cre
ated in  the sch oo l that w ou ld  b e con d u cive to the 
u se o f  libraries b y  students. T h is is  a m atter tha 
deserves the m ost seriou s attention  from  educa
tional authorities as, oth erw ise, educational stan
dards are bound to  d eclin e further.
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