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NLDC organized several events to mark its
11% anniversary.

o 26%/27% April - Religious ceremony ( Pirith

ceremony and alms giving)

A book exhibition was held from 27% April
to 11 May 2001 at the NLDC. Bibliographies pub-
lished in and on Sri Lanka, books on Library and
Information Science, Ethnic conflict, Devolution
of Power in Sri Lanka were displayed at the exhi-
bition. Prof. Bandula Karunatilake, Chairman, Sri
Lanka Foundation declared open the exhibition.

The signing ceremony of first ILL agreement
in Sri Lanka was held on 27th April 2001 at the
National Library auditorium. The agreement was
signed between NLDC and Library of Central
Bank of Sri Lanka. Mr.M.S.U.Amarasiri, Direc-
tor General, NLDC and Ms.Nalini De Silva
Wijenayake, Librarian, Central Bank of Sri Lanka

signed the agreement on behalf of the relevant
institutes.

Series of workshops relating to the Library

and }nformation Science were held at the NLDC
Auditorium.

2 May 2001 Conservation of Palm Leaf

collections.

Messrs D.A.Dharmasena,
A.P Premaratne, P.H.Ranjith
and D.G.B.Karunaratne
Conservation and Preservation

3 May 2001

3 May 2001

4 May 2001

4 May 2001

9 May 2001

10 May 2001

10 May 2001

11 May 2001

11 May 2001

Dirvision, NLDC.
Modernization of Telecom
munication network in Sri
Lanka.

Mr.Priyantha Perera, General
Manager, (Construction) Sri
Lanka Telecom.
Introduction to Alice for
Windows

Ms. Amara Nanayakkara,
Librarian and Chaminda De
Silva, System Analyst,
NLDC.

Indexing of Newspaper
Articles

Ms. Janaki Fernando, Deputy
Director, NLDC.

National Bibliographic
Control )

Mr Piyadasa Ranasingha Head,
Dept. of Library and Informa-
tion Science, University of
Kelaniya.

New Trends in Education
Technology

Mr.H.M. Gunaratna Banda
Director, Library and Informa-
tion Services, National
Institute of Education.
Information for Develop-
ment

Messrs W.S.Punyawardhana,
Actg. Deputy Director,
U.P.Alahakoon, Actg.Librarian
and Ms.Jacintha Seneviratne.
Asst. Librarian, NLDC.

The Museum Library
Conservation Project
Ms.Padma Akarawita, Librar-
ian, Dept. of National Muse-
ums.

Information Searching and
Internet

Mr.J.A.Amaraweera, Librarian,
Buddhist and Pali University
of Sri Lanka. ,
The National Library Build-
ing

Messrs M.S.U.Amarasiri,
Director General,

W. K. Karunaratne, Mainte-
nance Officer, NLDC.
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* Seminars on Public Library develop
ment were held on 06.09.2001 and 26.06.2001
at the National Library auditorium.

e Seminar for modernizing library and informa-
tion services in North Central Province was

at the Training
Chief Minister

held on 21.06.2001
centre, Anuradhapura.

of the NCP, Chairmen of local authorities
and Librarians participated at the seminar.

Following book exhibitions were organized
by the NLDSB during April to June 2001.

05-14 April at Chandrajoti Vidyalaya,
Yakkala.

10-14 May at Colombo Public Library

23-30 June at Timbirigaskatuva Maha
Vidyalaya, Katana.

* Training programmes for public librarians in
Uva Province was held from 12-15 May 2001
at the Management Training Centre,
Pelgahatenna, Badulla.

* Training programme for public librarians in
Western Province was held from 18-21 at
National Library Auditorium.

Following lectures were held under the Na-

tzigg'iﬂ Library lecture series from April to June

National Library and Documentation Ser-
vices Board has donated a large number of books
to under priviledged libraries during the second
quarter of 2001.

School libraries - 87
Public libraries - 11
Pirivena libraries - 33
Other libraries - 27

The value of donations is Rs.856,320.00

The details of International Standard Num-
bers issued for Sri Lankan Publications during
April - June 2001.

International Standard - 896
Book Numbers (ISBN)
International Standard -13

Serial Numbers (ISSN)

CIP data were issued for 159 publications
during the second quarter of the year 2001.

A three day residential training course for
Public Librarians on “Bridging the digital divide in
rural communities : how to strengthen the public
library sector to assist in delivering vital informa-
tion to its communities” was conducted from 24-
26 March 2001 at the SEDEC. The British Coun-
cil funded the course. There were 34 participants
from seven provinces of the country.

Speaker Topic
Prof T.G.Kulatunga O, Bad 891D esen
27.04.2001 08 5B eI
Mr.Senarath Disanayaka & @-med [SYer]
25.05.2001 Best®z ¢S®c3
O g B®.

Mr.R.S.Y.De Silva § R»16d ®izm
28.06.2001 BedIDawzrcs
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1024 soul. Onatig @b SHBET UL elaILenS
Penaraler GoaieTayln. STSIIOINSD, I AR
144 &8 U 19 eev D Gaussddd DHIHAIHED
SglD. @Iy GausHIeo QIR SENSLITEN LILETL]
(SIS SetiaiGLI( OLNMSSLILL L. GUIHS SIHDHS
el QuUPDS safals® SUUSDS.

ameousoll euareungea (Network Soft-
ware) oaTuhisae Ufunpncun( <iggs 2 5Hea]
BHpgl. Benonsd Soaed UMD GLETELTHET
(Communication Software) eeeomio. @i Ger

Qurped oI arerr STeo GuUL .

SEale0 LManhoSHoss smhede o)@ma(
UDUDLLILSSHE AR QIS SHLILI(HBEIDRT 6T
HeIBLMD. SH@eley Lifonbm hepeowiar (Power
of Communication) el 1960 aEmEOLENLIL
Usoas HoHDet Ny IO eSSl
U@ &0,
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. afos aomeuswly (Bus Network)

2. afedrfenr aismeouemoliy] (Star Network)

3. amau ameousioli] (Ring/Loop
Network)

4. upBener aismeoweniolil] (Hierarchy
Network)

(PO oS  Savafleul, @15@60‘[1‘1’@)//
Boarsaslul RHHEGL  (POIURSaYE &
BETILILIEOIE) GeratidHl] LL IphHE0 SientallanLl
afos aoewuowln (Bus Network) eeateonin.
Beuaiameusmlienl 2 (haurHd®d BIeUTT @enerll
Uner G@eeuliLi(heudned O1Feoa] GODal. GhelneD
@evemiunedss GGHEYL LS EOLLL NG 6hd
(PEO@IUAIL  PSHITeoWnsS  HaolalCunl SHoeaied
uflonpply  FUZ O&nae  (HeUTH.  afos
aleUDLUOL ULl “A”  alas@dADI.

aeq_to “A”

aferifer  euemeouemnliiggetar  (Star  Net-
work) oaens safaiGun(, Un ameiLRise
FelisDHal GenamiLnaisame GenamdaliL e
@, FTapnS, & G (PSHOTOWNS  Sesollend e,
D, ©, F CTOD (PORURSEE(H Behhget @emeoris
urrf:'&rasenneb. @sm.sméeﬁbul_'_m@ésaﬁe&rmgﬂ. (eI
ZHa  (POHOIOLS  Seialiler eursd  HoHased

ufilonpply OFlig  ESTaadiner. S QI
eoaun Up (eoaiusCany sSeelsd  LMnhoo
Qslualucng. & 66D ETLD @) e (e
USHD &S Hdaied Sigyliu Beuewt (O e ped
Woeded (YoSTOUS salddsosona  eigliu
Gaugi(hid. Lol IBETEOS  SerfeoiuiL_ by
@ SHBUDEL  OUDMIS 6)STeIEhio. '

(PO DTUR Heoa QOau®Hd DD Hef
GeamiLnaee GHemalL(heBIe 6)560a] SRS
L@, el alemeoLmLLIL LLS SHIajeun
BHSAGD  (pSETens Selafiu e Heoaed L
Lol 5L Gonener eIFHuns AP IS SHLILIL
QMHHHADT. SNSIDNH, HOGOM SGIEIQICODHISBE )
o gam LS SIEOULBSHEaS SO GO,
EaTeLnS saflaiten St LW erbuL_L_mev
aUmEUWLIL] GOFUEOUL TI. afeTS60T  QUEmEL
wemlly U_th “B angal @isulemul QUDOMHSELO.

aleguL_tn  “B”

eledrfar esemeousmworiy — (Star Network)

aeery  euemeouemaliigyerer  (Ring Net-
work) (osTURIBE HRSEHSHESEEHO (LNSHOTEIL0S
FefefGUI(hld HHeued Lfondoln &L G)&HMerenhlo.
BeTIed, GevamiLnefiey gBHEYD LIS eIDLL L 60
OLNGHHS HHEUEO LIMOMTDODIADL HemL-LL(bHD.  aIensL

ausmeouulUouUl uL ¢ C “ alads@dAng.

3 .
aigLr_th  “C”

(S

LIpBemen  alemeouenlalilicy @ermicse Gub

UL (peoauhismel (pHelend  sedefiGun(y
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Bt S SULL RS HTDET. SO (PDHOTOWNS
seied LUPNOSIM  euseoLenoLILIeT PSS
SafefiGuUI BeetSBlILLIRMHSS0. Sbd ST
eLach Setiielilln 1I60 (pmETURISEEN  E)LUDIXIBHEL0.
BCs Uiy @aIanTy BHKIWS  SHeashaih
Up poaeons safelsGam GavamdsiLie
MHSGSL QDOUSLLDUL LB aleneouentaliL]
(Hierarchy Network)eresteonin.ef (psped g auenguieones
eoeuRisd By, G, 6160 GlAID  (PDHETEILNS
sefafieeper W (i @evemsaslul (herener. o
WD (PSHETOLS HaaiBEhl  aTGOTEL eI
BemsslL (hatarer.  Sleliier  elpl el 1960
Uew afedr Bl  aImeoLenolILSEenals  6)ETemIL
UOULIIRT (BT Hafaisar  @aIGon
oLnay @eens SULLIRMSESL Bl
LIQBN6e0 QIENEOLIEDOIIL]  ETeTeuria.

“Bep” erattp apemetuin LgSner mrevsst (Chief
Librarian) @iempies @me@n (WHETemnd e
cled O@naleneonin. @b Secled  Ligd @nm&»fr
(Deputy lerarlan) Sleoplicd BHISL DTS
sefaiuner “Gs” 2L & et siLLRIhSHESLo.
Bbs woaons Safel 2Hal mpreost Siepul
mSS  “ared” GIRID (PSS  SHescleiuL &
BaSBULLRMBSD 6l QHOT Bl
SLDELMD. QAIOAND (NHOIOWS HBeadhaiyln U
(POTURISOE  @UDIIIHSH®SEOMD.  (LIEOETILIRISSEIIT 6T
au,F e ShIEpSSa SHSaEd Ufonppln FUZ
O&ENelel (LTS, GG HIEIDE) BAUDEDDE
Fibd WoHaLS safaiiedmbs  GOupaj,

SHHS Gglud quend. omed “Bg G
“ole0” eIID (DTS Selalimer  SrisEnBEE
H@daed Ufonpply L OSTdeplh. UpBHaned
uLw  “D”

+ * 4 *
UeneLUm»OL e UL aflens®d &G0 .

aiguL_th “D”
ueered eismeouenotiy (Hierarchy Network)

FHoaledr uUNLIDDSH oD GHBISBLIDS
Q&N (h eumeLLIUSSE  alpaILns SLILd
HeBIpest. oeohel  ameLelILH I SleuDmieT
eioulitiar @il uoL e Ustaimuorm S

eI SBULI(HS SHEOMLD.

l. aemsaeusoln] (Local Area Network
LAN)

2. umby aeeousuly (Wide Area Network
WAN)

eOUUL L L HHOmSSL Bpelern
SlHE SMhe @G B SHHIMmEISL Lip SJIons
Gamn(y aloIbhd Heoveolled SHodeed UMumpOLd
QFLFEISNETE QIEAIMNSSUILL L aUeDeOLIELILILS

a1 asama aemedwenoin (Local Area Net-
work — LAN) aeeond. @@negs @@ oLl
LirGo oS iayerar ey Seachal Semel @EIUIDISHI
2 mamssliu(ho el LiUGL QIETTES aIeneOl
ec»mf_n_; (LAN) GITELLD. FTEIDNS b &d)@mrﬂuj
ayenan grsmm&arr SAIOANTNIMmSESLD ‘(peneTLIRSeT
SO DL &soziﬂsdﬁ@u.lrr@ @smsmr&abuu@mem@
QAT QIEIEOLEMLOLIL] ETETEOND. (PDHETENS Sesfed,
Up gionsapdoln alolbs DHaeoudd HHameo
@D, SSHIODDHE Gol QTP (PSS
scfefis@h @igar amionsl Up gopsadedmsas
Gl POTTUHSEHSSLL HBaImE Sigyliieonn. G
Yosious safal ufurfuress GFueUbHE.

IS almeULlLSsama  gDUbDSHD
OFTNEe0H GBI GeoaliLis CHanicoamnsy seT
USTeo 6)5e0a] @opal. @I Geom UL 1pHeo
10 #@eor WBLLIT ey 2dar BT aUEMHHIE0
BAIAIOSLTET aIeuULILDU ghLhSHS alemess

0.1 gzed 30 Quan Ul e HauHA0 HHAIKNED

@igyliieonn. DTS SafeiGurd LD paveruE
SenaT QTG ETelF. ISR (LPEDETLS
ASL 6B eafyb, e DOPas GFTeOgin
(Password) @m&sapg. Suusenioull LLeT(hHSHS
PDHATONS SahefyL_ a1 Hoaied Lfndol G
AR,

LIbs elsmeoUemolll] eIams elaeolental
USE GRIoNprears. g S HSedmesain LpDaTLds
Hafefals 6)STENSHESIL_TL] £ ILITeTISBEIE0

Gl Bl &HMS S DDLU R SHEhHL 6T
Beoezill Lol Lhs aeoussully (Wide Aréa
Network — WAN) eemeoms. <@igraig UIbS
LrGasaundifes alunisgis Steaolu(hln aapeU
oulGL uIbs emeusuiy (WAN) ey,
m amStd U Gap Gss HAoasmahsBem_
veoner aiemes Uil SSDES 2 STIesionss

ez oS 22/2 2001 gegE - ¥
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O@neaaieonn. @ LI SHwell Boveolied s
SULGLADE. OUIZ Beeolisd ameoLLolL] 6TaTs
ePlbklh GUTE @i UIbd eULLDUS
SOUIhausns® Slouyn. sl aaeoLLlILS
Za1 YBaner Siplieml_tleones G@naevenel BHaHAD
HHawew ufiarfhe e&ndad 2 Ha|HDD.

OFTVS SN @eneastlimnersafier
Foen@unh Oung Beeole alomese 2400
U e SHHaImed SIgyleoTD. @6, UNbhd
aIeeosmlLY amieons®ll  LIsd eI & 6ol & ST et
Ul soamerll OUIMmSSULLL gl (b UGHuied
(Drive) ounmasd epeai Geuedi(hino. uLin 7-23
G BHE Slolged UFe] OFUFEE HIa|SHeo6n
WSO POSIUSHHSHE aHHHE FOayn
Baussd QIS eIHHemear HBeon . erarp
sasHeo sansdhai. (KiloBit Per Second)
SBiderero (KBPS) g(ln ugssiiear Geusin alemipse
150 &udered admbg 1200 SHideed  aledy
BmEoh. OuTgPaoeoticd UL @Il HBs S
ReT gLl @u e Geausln (Double Speed)
OonetLgn®s @meen. Sierag 300 Bideaev
ey CaussHSHemmBELn.

OUTHANEIOSNS HL L HoD eFUPU(HD
S0 CHISSHHIIL_ 1 HNEOSHDET, AT HEDEoLIH
&H61, HHAI Heveoumbisser GUIRID (LSBT HeNeoutl
zear (Agencies) Q@i Hisald (peold QUBRIS
oaIHESn GIlGU HBAE GIL GRSl
UTSW. @ DI QIEOLSHHN O)FUDIDET Bl
Yo arsalal Uos Sl OSIL iyl s St
Ppedegth, OUIMBSSL L ST LU gy SHedr
SHAUCAZ. QI SHSHEE eleoLLNeIE LIdradbia
YPHHAL BIOSHISBEET 2_GT6T_ SHALSHTSHD SMeoorL(bLD.

<Slem aIlIT a6t

l- o Osters soand (sal Boeoukisd Gaval
aougs et (Information Agencies) waeradn
ereoTILI(hio

2. aroug Heor o aTHmE IR &6 ax s G
e iy = (Communication media)

3. ungiamer @swupA L h (Common programme)

DDA AL (PORTIHET E)PHeians Beorriy
SnelUUL. Gauami(hd. @@ eueowld yaihued Fnks
oan®, $igntagy Fiatss, UIMbsu, GsHau,
LTSN Sl Leonatemel Saia, U
FMMboHOQLNS @IHTag SPaiue, WGSSIAD,
alasgnun, OsMUDSEoOD SleliuaL eorarena

e S (HheuSHET (el QUG [Pl allRHand

LM&alo, POeIQIRSE SFNMhHOUTS SGABTaZ
@ITSMm &, 26 @pITL & W&l D ,U6 Hene0ds
speh QAUDDET Sl LeoIemal  LTSan
SIIOES)  STESOILLL_ GO,

HBAIED QUELRISHET HLOF! Bl Al HeNSHIHenar
S WILL(HSSIQISDSHITET WHBU BalT Heveow
OunaiPeost ghUbhSHSS OSTAaIHD SIS 6ol
FNTBADST. Bl Few BeIEIHee0 GhaITTalEn
B5® QUMLIDSTLOWTSIDT SAU PBa Bmed
wmaned Osfe] OFLSLDET. @SS pseT
Pl @Iewes @ WoLUbHSSID Hereowtd
Hoae aeouSHar smiuneounsayn (Secretariat)
@uiign. u_i “E” alassib.

SO WIIL(GHSHSID Hemeoud
(Secretariat)

0 WHLUGHSSIO Bl GIb el
woaoUus Gibg 6@ndaa queunrsall Sl
SDOUUGSID SWOUNE Haar Sl s
QENaUGE OLIHSHSLNGT ODLNGL.  HBAIE
UOUSHET BETHHRHEET GO UHDES DML
UL @IS IeT 261 SHB6 GHSULILS Giaisiu
LS. SSET EpEold ESHIL LML el LnImufGHg
eialmpes) GFLu ueun.

ameou  (peatsdiar  LITHBSHsemer S

sevar Har unevaiad, Sl susvsuigys,
ourgam®ealln, GuDOEOSmeaaiU(bl Bl alRHenD
seoar LHUIE OFlueb, OFUD S L Ko
unhPULSSIS Csndaal gaanimpsel. &l
anp eFLashe 2.Sald amSeral Sifsam
seel Qaftihld (pUaanyly e>SSUTET  (LIRLD.
e (poarsdedBhbs Seprer @il
UDPU LaTeieihsehL Qmer GifHaasanal] G)LDI
Snpenesaledmbal Geupddr @iialmeHsd UDOL
yetafaliugmh Sepl_oier  SiPsamssaant ubm
Sihpoasadd URsalou bdinlh esbuan
gL,

PM SHIPAEO QEOUD UMb Siaralarsnsd
QIDIBSDTE @iFemert Uew 2L Liflajmemes @i
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e)EnanaIajLo. Saua] Uifajse SLHCHUTL b
wslLUhSSL PereousSeoar  gpLbhDSsE)sare
uentn.  @b® Heveoumsdr eswuner (Central)
PO sl UGHSHIN PoeousHSGem( Gheunsd
e@nium. efe ROHUL Gaedi(hio. @bs alslans
M BGHIAU HHBAE AOUSIORIL LIew LTSI
SELEVE! LMEJL L QIEOURISES BlenodhIIs6)SiTenen
e,

M Ounme IFnhhy eeoun, SnSAU
Slaaleonar GOUNET FMNbS Lew 2 L Liflajseerds
CENETIL_SHTS SMDBBSD HM(hlD. EHDHODU HHAIED
UL “DediLe eeul e pepSSUILIHL.

i OLNGanel PSR Breneod OFuDUbHS
SuUHDBs @O SHBAIE a@eould 2 eI nHEsLUG
HPF. GHHOBU HIQL & Bie0evg Galeneod
AL ST QT HBAIEO (LPEOTSHAT HOZ GUETRISHEEIL
USNhg Osndeagly ufonms GSne el
SlaIFULISH. SlAInOaIGrsd, HBaUD (Yemarsafer
uBiseiliier e URselileol aphis Gaued(h.
SlaanD OFLUASDES, C160601H HHAIE) LPLIHEHL0
GUNPu aaSHSHodoL OUDOMBbSTEL WL (HBLW
FnGHIAuLnGSto.

SHBAUCO (PSBA [HENEOUHISET HLOZ! LITAIEDET
unem el  GUIBLLNQILLIST HBaIE0  BHenel
oD SHUFH FU eUETHSE WISHHID OSneu(
WiSHs eslalg SFnHAULNGT SMILLEIE)AITLES
UMb SHIPA QUOURDOM s Hd
Q)& 6wt (henanedt.

SHHBAED QUEOUEF CSUDOUTL T @peod b
HBAIED (LTI UG ST @ieﬁme\mé,d@mm
FORNU BeIBEhSSL AL (hausTUimeSn. Gml
url L atefled @b eeUSHHeder HBHIED (LS
QU GOLPS Snigll KA QIEOLGHIIGJETET ETE060T
wenarsaieagin eamsaarg sl L nsalmeSLn.
@ sy aansaa FHApliuner wwarun(
aueamhisadr @rplienu (Duplication) seftiuser
fpeOln QUDSSIQUST BIHSELO.

P SHHBAEd aeoul, Sl L evanier S
Sicveogl BHaIAFDFUTS 2 MamSSULL(H Gusesil
LL_eomd.  eIeoUSH@AE! STnamisamas 6)FUbL(hSHS!
UBDS AOLSHC HBOIEY LEOOIHET I GLILIBSID
eslg Osraa Gaeteuikes@hn. audF Fud
UL 1060 SHIelFarsUnsd Seobd G)SmeTaIgin e
WS sSTUTmSS0.

e FAUDLbF BT(HEHafle0 @@némeu@ueﬁi
E@NL_TySEHln, Sadhed HL.LRSEHD SHBIED QIOUE
QEUDUNLLIQE  @BLNETILI(HSIT DS .

BadL, LNBHF, STaIRHT SHDEIGL AICOLIH
Samey GuhHE)EnEaeTUL(HSAGID aIeol Bl AUIRSHND
HaM® LITeUdbld Bl alpsenasaiss Feoanenns
SOUL_soma.

(@) Popsre @fley t e (Current
Awareness)
HHBEUED eIEOULl LMeusmerunenssaier 2 U
CUTSSHDENS PopTer BopSdsa UDOU Sif
Qi L gYBHBIE OSLHSDIANHME  HBHAIE . AIEOL
yoasaHmLl e surfisdgs eaealiiihse.

() ufurHoo

eacii(h®ea, @rilnl e, &L.(hey
safedr yevaluL Ulizgseda, ume aeld(heaier
OUNEL_ Sl UsaHEar UeosUull  Liggdser
GAU D L umn & @ &mel @16 .

(®) DD Gsndewm
BugsiLe @oubSHEOSTMm H-L-HHET &S0
QUL (PEOSTDET  HAURTIH SIS BT BifighBHed .

() @reaed eupmsea
Eeose, UGl eI, BURSE
WHOUUDOD SIaIcd aIRISe.

(2) sl

SHHBAEO QU (EOTHENT LhSailIL|L e
el WSS SLIREUIRTED WSHS LHSAl [HeneoLLn
CFIGSHSe. HF GUISID SLpSHoul U Sial
BHTF SHBAE AIOUNSBE HISDITISH6)BIESOTDET.

(2a) wHBHU EEOLL PWE

HNeOSEHSEn, LUmal ealeit(hasensSLmer
LHBU HIOLL QU GHODS ODTSHIHED. @6l
Pam@ aeuUlaIUD Snal Gsofegl  BND
Oto® UDN LHIU WSAT BoOUSHDES &
G e

(e1) 2 snsFzmans Greeas

HOHS@ GTISHSULL (heTer QOUITIHET  LDDOU
SHBaIe) BFOAIDOU QI (OT AHIESHED. QIO
ureueeunat Saler Geaued HBHNal ®aaF
FUUBSILL L QU PORISS SILASLILI(HSSI0
Peoeould ESBML_TLDIGHSHE0.
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DOS O8I ¢ sdaead IBas

——

S0d e00q1008
S0 HEFIERIBOH
099 BadOBECBICR

—

8822EDE S 28w gnedsl @O
323 &% 70 Dar$Sies Dewsec sz’ D8I we W Vs
8 6@e DEBmSeHn € Dw OIS,
gEmEEes &S o® gD» wd®rdy D3BmJden
£3:9e0csz0 82 DE® @200 eesg eSO DSBS e
6@ HeTO8. e5® Dmdewmy © 100% =8ades
e300 Fesd DSBmd encs BB g®ewss B¢ O OO
S T 380EE O OO eEDI 66BED eBE O(eIDN
N 3. OO OO & e¢des B¢ D3 N 3. Oe®zF
® D88 encs eseenn E8es RwWS o S e .

e® g0 DB €50 B8menm I0D W VS HO
9200 D=t DO 3B cs.

DEBmSencs0 38wz 90D WS DD s.
D@z} ® DEBmSencs e3¢ D1 8568 eSS
eenegedsd 638 ISwNB®D vweduent 3 OB
©gm slnemm 00 me B . e® gmd
3@ 9@ 0Dmiecsss DEBmd encs Be REDD DeD

e8menz 00mew s @m0 50eED s 69 eD®ecss
DSBS encs B BEVO ©30Om.

D38 encs eemn soem dn R B

Dm SN0 OV e3¢0 e €123z GIzSIO
o8 ed. (Nair, 1995).

* Sewdum g emIdd OBV, e B eseo
Qry® BEDRED eesg 0resS®

* DS® gz E3:2DEBII

* DSBmSen 3.z DIEIST RO Den 9SO
O Be®sF IR o8 VE®

* O38mIen eDwuws OB BED exen HSOEO 90
25 DO D50 e 3@

DSBS 00D e S ©Ewenm LR
D@IE e3:)5007F 6® D2 DO BB B . &® ezt
GID) BB ©B) CRBIeST Fyen DS, DI D
020 8Bearznes® 0B et (U o® YR e 3. @000
FODSD DS® MSBIBND e2ICRST @R (DO eseen

eazed 28 @S DaSwmm e e6®, ®a823 80 e,
£363:83% mO e3¢0 R D ¢ F1>.

@® B8 Dernwm BLyenidm HO®
Deswecewn® (Human Expert) gz dDwewns’
@0 @3c®0 OV edpecs @z DestOO 2Fwd e
S &R amesd S ©eS 0¥ B3 @zIeD.
(Alty and Coombs,1984). Beyz egaBces «®
Hednwd 36¢ ® e®mdwRz’ (Knowledge
Base) ¢, ©® ¢1z® es®e0des goms 388 e oS0
(Manipulate) gdos D B8 0 e 8= ¢,
(Rules and Facts), ©00» »dx¥maf eagema O

=88cm andt YunenBs ¢ (User Interface)
9530 0.

el Byen 8Bwm FwimIbsdw nOgdOss|
e 1 Srescs D&=3 eS8 e rSces.

1 Szeacs
e36R By ed BB D)W
0710 @O BB ¢t2®@ e (Knowledge Base)
— (Working — —~
sl Memory) Sdoigs B8 | )0 daoo |
(Production) | kFact memory:
rules
o0Ddme s 58 03 0w
=)
ules and Fact
360 (Data) ®R )
s | [
BeonIe5550 ules and Da emen
o3> Section) -

enidrond (oo o) &
(Selected Rules and Data) '

@w: Alty J.L. and Coombs M.J. Expert systems concepts
and examples, 1984)
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D3B3 €50 DD D D DY SES
emIL) ZNB® 21 O¥ &S 9IDmewST 30E &
BBescazs gBe®z3 DS® gzt @RI ®BI @St
605 &0 E§INCEHEWST HD SIS LEE WS
2 ¢l

O3B enc BEVO AEIEBISSITE OB
®z3Se $Cultivation of wheat in India in 1994,
&8 8m@. '
2 Srescs
Hyes B0z 9I10Dews DE® Forwdmzs
SHE®

Beyen es¢dBs  §B Dww ? (Basic Subject)
9dw S 88D

Beges B 1 Dewduzn gemes Hed ¢? (Isolate
Idea) -
@ mdstmn @D

Beyen B Decdtm gt emIs®en Hed ¢?
Odw® St : 38

Beyes e¢Bes 1 e Dewdesm qemes egBIB

8m s  : BEg

Beyen 6B 66D Dewdesm qgenes?

Od® S : @zEwd (India)

Heyen B : gD Decwdeszn gemes 7

O i  : 1994

Beyen ¢S : 633.110954 (8S® gezmc3)

608 881500, @=B8e253CT D10, DEnes DD,
23582 e3¢, 6O O, FENVDI® DI,
Sesd03z D100, &) DD 9z 2¥eenOR 1995 O»
DOt Fegeh 3¢S 09903 G5O 23 Hed. t3edmzmE
00 Degaes2) DD €360 € Heyes ¢S D BES
escnd 8.8.0:8 (B.C.Vickery) es3 5@@siow 80
“PLEXUS” 823 SmiE Dxs0eaS3cszs3 0580 2038 .
(Karisiddappa and Prasad, 1995) ¢t=»0 eeexs exso
wewns ey “MYCIN” (Karisiddappa and
Prasad, 1995), “CASNET” esen “INTERNIST”
(Alty and Coombs, 1989) eces @ =38 &S Heyes
BB ¢, DO Wewyw escen “PROSPEC-
TOR” (Karisiddappa and Prasad,1995),
“MACSYMA” wen “DENPRAL” (Alty and
Coombs, 1989), eces »® 3 e Bues ¢l ¢,
BB wewdnw eseen “TAXAD-VISER” eces 5@
S B Byes 8w ¢, s8menm DD esed
“XCON” e@es 2® 238 (S Seges ¢80 € ewdd
> gr. (Karisiddappa and Prasad, 1995).

Devw 8Ee OO gdeIVwew (S
ez DI 505D WE, NS 6Res 1BY® 0 S BEde
88 ®1@10= @ Te® DO g® Y& BLRBwWRSY
8¢ ©®. (Traris, 1988). asicBe®st e @t ¢im
@8 s’ ©2060. e®w Heyenh BRSO DED
e®® sdRBeld 5 YBw eOmes &.

8edm2IE 2380 eseen 1988 Dz DO gry®
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INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND NETWORKS OF
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL LIBRARIES AND
INFORMATION CENTRES IN
SRI LANKA *

JANAKI FERNANDO
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
NATIONAL LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, which was known as “Ceylon” for many
centuries is a small Island of 65,610 Sq. Km. land
area including 959 Sq. Km inland waters. It is
located in the Indian Ocean. Sri Lanka, pres-
ently a multi-national, multi-religious and multi-
lingual society has a recorded history of over two
thousand five hundred years. Culturally, Politi-
cally and Economically, Sri Lanka has had very
close relations with the Indian sub continent as
well as the South East Asian countries up to the
beginning of the 15 century. Thereafter, Euro-
pean contacts began and developed consistently.
The estimated population of Sri Lanka for 1998
is 18.7 million with a population growth of 1.1%
and with a literacy rate of 91.8%. The per capita
GNP at current cost prices in 1998 was Rs. 53,980
or US $ 840.

Although there are several definitions for
Information systems, in the context of Science
and Technology it could be defined “The Scien-
tific, Technological and Engineering disciplines,
and the management techniques used in infor-
mation handling and processing; their applica-
tions, computers and their interaction with men
and machines, and associated social, economic
and cultural matters”. Sri Lanka is an Agricul-
ture based country, and traditionally agriculture
has been the major source of national income.
Even though over the last three dacades,
Sri Lanka has sought to develop her industrial
sectors. Over the past three decades, Sri Lanka
has developed a basic infrastructure with regard
to scientific and technical information and docu-

mentation within the frame work of Unesco’s
UNISIST programme. Assistance has been pro-
vided to Libraries and Information Ceritres of the
Scientific and Technical Organisations by the In-
ternational Organisations such as UNESCO
(United Nations Educational Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation), SAREC (Swedish Agency for
Research Cooperation), CIDA (Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency), NORAD (Norwe-
gian Agency for Development), UNDP (United
Nations Development Programme), UNIDO (United
Nations Information and Development
Organisation), IDRC (International Development
Research Centre) to improve their infrastructures
for information processing.

In Sri Lanka, National Library, Major Spe-
cial Libraries, Information Centres and Major
Discipline Oriented Libraries attached to the fac-
ulties of the Universities of Sri Lanka have a fairly
good infrastructure with regard to Scientific and
Technical Information and Documentation. Some
of the organisations are as follows :

e National Library and Documentation
Centre [NLDC]
National Science Foundation [NSF]
Council for Agricultural Research Policy
[CARP] |

. Central Environmental Authority [CEA]

. Centre for Industrial Technology Information
Services (CITIS) of the Industrial
Development Board (IDB)
Export Development Board (EDB)
Industrial Technology Institute (ITI)

e Library of the Division of Occupational
Hygiene of the Department of Labour

e  Faculties of Science, Engineering, Medicine
Agriculture and Industrial Management of
the Universities

* Paper presented at the Workshop on Exploitation and Utilization of Scientific and Technical
Information and Resources in Asia — Pacific region - 6-20 May 1999, Beijin
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o Tibraries ol the Research Institutions such
as Tea Research Institute, Rubber Research
Institute, Coconut Research Institute,
Medical Research Institute etc.

Library networking is comparatively a re-
cent phenomenon in Sri Lanka. Although the his-
tory of libraries in Sri Lanka dates back to the
27 century B.C., the forms of co-operation ex-
isted mainly among the monastic libraries and/
what type of access users were provided is un-
known. Co-operation among libraries can be seen
in the modern period of library development and
even that, networking in Sri Lanka dates back to
the late 1970s. Lack of access to current scien-
tific and technical literature from other countries
of the world as well as lack of awareness of re-
sources available within Sri Lanka could be men-
tioned as one of the main constraints to the
progress of the scientific research in Sri Lanka.
Information resources and services related to ar-
eas of scientific and technical are scattered in
many libraries and information centres. Lack of
resources, poor utilization and poor coordina-
tion between libraries and information centres is
a problem in Sri Lanka as in many other devel-
oping countries. Library resources are often not
adequate to meet the needs of users and even
when the resources are adequate and available
there is poor utilization and lack of sharing. Li-
braries and information centres having realised
that they cannot fulfil most of the information
needs of the users solely depending on their own
resources have organised into networks.

The establishment of co-operative
programmes and Information networks for shar-
ing of resources, experiences and expertise and
promotion of information exchange has been
identified as a vital necessity for access to scien-
tific and technical information, to attain national
development goals of Sri Lanka. Today, sharing
of resources through networking is regarded as
the most practical way of utilizing existing re-
sources (human, material and financial ) to meet
the increasing demand for information. In keep-
ing with the objectives of UNISIST, a number of
information networks have been created among
the scientific & technical libraries in Sri Lanka.

Acquisition of Local Publications :

The Printers and publishers ordinance
No.1 of 1885, made provisions for preservation

of deposit copies of locally printed publications
in Sri Lanka. Non-book material on Scientific and
technical literature is not governed by the Legal
Deposit Law. Department of National Archives is
the main Legal Deposit Centre for Sri Lankan
publications and other deposit libraries at present
are : National Museum Library, University of
Peradeniya Library and National Library and
Documentation Centre — Sri Lanka. Being legal
deposit libraries, they collect and preserve all ma-
terial on S & T published in Sri Lanka. Impor-
tant large collections on S & T are also available
in the largest public libraries such as Colombo,
Kandy and Anuradhapura. Institutions of higher
learning such as Universities that offer graduate
programmes in Science and Technology consists
of collections of theses, research reports, techni-
cal reports etc. and fairly good libraries with sci-
ence and technology literature. Special collections
on particular subject areas of science and tech-
nology are being built up in special libraries and
research institute libraries.

Acquisition of Foreign Publications

Libraries of Sri Lanka heavily depend on
foreign scientific publications in printed, audio-
visual and electronic media. Usually 75% of the
book votes are used for importing books and pe-
riodicals. As books and periodicals are purchased
individually by libraries, it has caused unnessary
duplication of material. Sri Lanka Scientific and
Technical Information Centre of the National
Sciecne Foundation worked out a plan under its
co-operative scheme for purchasing major ab-
stracting and Indexing Journals by scientific li-
braries. Libraries in the Agricultural Information
network made and attempt to rationalize agricul-
tural journals. Sri Lanka Standards Institute
maintains a comprehensive collection of stan-
dards of various countries and Registrar of Pat-
‘ents has a collection of foreign patents obtained
through World Intellectual Property Organisation
(WIPO). United Nations as well as International
Organisations send their publications to most of
the libraries and many libraries serve as deposi-
tories for these publications. In addition libraries
receive publications on International exchange
programmes and as gifts.

Bibliographic control on Scientific and
Technical Literature

The volume of Science and Technology
[S&T] literature generated in Sri Lanka is vast
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and complex. Thereilore, it is impossible ior those
who are involved in research, to scan the entire
literature to retrieve the information according to
their needs. Information on material relating to
Science and Technology are being retrieved
through bibliographic control by various institu-
tions, both government and private sector and
individuals, by way of compiling and publishing
bibliographies, specialised bibliographies in vari-
ous disciplines, Indexes, Catalogues, Inventories
and Directories. National Library and Documen-
tation Centre, Special Libraries and Information
Centres of Institutions such as National Science
Foundation, Council for Agricultural Research
Policy, Central Environmental Authority, Indus-
trial Development Board, Industrial Technology
Institute, Department of Labour, University Li-
braries etc. play an important role with regard to
the bibliographic control on scientific and tech-
nical literature in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka National Bibliography (current)

The National Library and Documentation
Centre of the National Library and Documenta-
tion Services Board (Successor to National Library
of Sri Lanka of the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board) is one of the important centres
for the bibliographic control of Sri Lankan litera-
ture. Sri Lanka National Bibliography (SLNB),
“|the only authoritative record of current publish-
ing in Sri Lanka, compiled and published by the
National Library since 1974, has made an attempt
for bibliographic control of the national out put
of scientific and technical literature. This bibliog-
raphy which is mainly based on the Sri Lankan
publications received under the legal deposit law,
was able to include extensive coverage of biblio-
graphical information on Scientific and Techni-
cal Literature. (From 1963-1973 the Sri Lanka

lished by the Department of National Archives).
The following could be mentioned as the devel-
opments of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography
in the recent years : since January, 1994 it has
become a monthly publication (Previous fre-
quency was quarterly); ISBN and ISSN are in-
cluded in the entries under the bibliographic in-
formation; pre publication Information is included
as a separate section titled “Catalogue of Forth-
coming Publications”. Cumulated volumes of the
Sri Lnaka National Bibliography for the years
1974, 1987, 1994 and 1995 was published in
1987, 1991, 1997 and 1998 respectively.

Sri Lanka
(Retrospecive)

National Bibliography

National Bibliography was complied and pub- -

National Bibliography is another important project
launched by the National Library in 1991. This
will cover the period beginning from 1962 and
goes backwards to 1737. The retrospective Sri
Lanka National Bibliography for the year 1962
was published in 1993 and the retrospective bib-
liography covering the period from 1737-1884
was published in 1996. This has made an at-
tempt for the bibliographic control of the national
output of scientific and technical literature prior
to 1962.

Subject and Specialised Bibliographies

Several subject and specialised bibliogra-
phies covering either a certain discipline or a lan-
guage have been compiled and published by the
S & T Institutions as well as the individuals. Some
bibliographies are annotated while others con-
sists listing of books, periodicals, periodical ar-
ticles, newspaper articles, conferences, research
reports, technical reports, theses etc. Few ex-
amples of subject and specialised bibliographies
are as follows :

(a) Bibliographies compiled by S & T
Institutions

Council for Agricultural Research Policy
(CARP)

(i) Bibliography on Pineapple

(ii) Sri Lanka National Agricultural
Bibliography

(i) Bibliography on Mango
(These bibliographies are available as
electronic databases and as hard
Copies)

Industrial Technology Institute (ITI)

(Formerly the Ceylon Institute of Scientific
and Industrial Research)

() Bibliographical database on
Medicinal and Aromatic plants

(i) Annotated bibliography on Cinchona

(i) Annotated bibliography on Pine Resin
and Turpentine

(ivy Annotated bibliography on Active
Carbon

(v} Annotated bibliography on Artocarpus
(includes Bread Fruit and Jak)

(vij Annotated bibliography on Shark liver
oil

University of Peradeniya

() University of Peradeniya Library Sri
Lanka Collection Vol. 1 (includes

Compilation of the retrospective Sri Lanka
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publications on Agriculture, Forestry,
Animal husbandary, Irrigation,
Environmental Sciences, Earth
Science, Medical Sciences, Technology,
Living Organisms, Biological Sciences
and Biotechnology etc.)

(i) Bibliography on Agriculture in
Sri Lanka (1945-1975) compiled by
M.A.A. Gunapala

National Science foundation

/
(Formerly known as National Science Council
(NSC) and Natural Resources Energy and Science
Authority of Sri Lanka NARESA)

(i) Bibliography of Scientific Literature on
Sri Lanka and by Sri Lankan
Scientists relating to agriculture,
forestry, veterinary science and
fisheries 1960 - 1978. Compiled by
NAWAT Alwis

(i) Bibliography of Publications in Legal
Medicine and Forensic Sciences
relating to Sri Lanka 1811-1984.
Compiled by Ravindra Fernando

(iii) Bibliographyof Medical Publications
relating to Sri Lanka. 1811-1976
compiled by Kamalika Peiris and
C.A. Uragoda

National Library and Documentation Centre,
Sri Lanka

(i) A Catalogue of Postgraduate Theses
available in University and Research
Libraries of Sri Lanka (includes S &
T theses) compiled and edited by

. N. Amarasinghe

(i) Children’s Bibliography - 1988,

1989-1990, 1991, 1992, 1993,
1994-1995
(includes children’s literature on
S &T)
Industrial Development Board
() Industrial Ceylon A selected

Bibliography

Preparation of subject bibliographies will
be undertaken on clients request, and
these feature the sources of infor mation
available on a particular subject with its
location.

(b) Bibliographies compiled by individuals

() A Bibliography of Ceylon by
H.A.lL. Goonetileke (in 5 volumes)

(i) A Bibliography on the Environment
(Sri  Lanka) 1970-1982 by
S.Elvitigala

(iii) Bibliography of the literature on
Animal Parasities and Pests of Ceylon
since 1900 compiled by
M.A.P.Senadhira

(iv) Bibliography on Health in Sri Lanka,
1977-1980. Compiled by Kamalika
Peris

(v Health Planning and Management
Classified Annotated Bibliography
compiled by L.R. Amarakoon

Compilation of Indexes

In order to provide easy access to informa-
tion on Periodicals and Periodical articles, News-
papers and Newspaper Articles, Conferences,
Theses etc. Large number of indexes in certain
disciplines have been compiled. These indexes im-
mensely enhanced in bibliographic control of S
& T literature. With the aim of maintaining bib-
liographic control on S & T periodicals, several
indices have been compiled in the form of Union
Lists which indicates the locations. At present
some of these union lists of periodicals are com-
piled as computerised databases. Few examples
are as follows :

(a) Union lists of periodicalson S & T

i) A Union List of Scientific
periodicals in Ceylon compiled by
M.A.P.Senadeera.- National Science
Council, 1971.

(i) Union List of Scientific and
Technical periodicals in Sri Lanka
Libraries.-National Science Council,
SLSTIC, 1980

(i) Union List of Agricultural
Periodicals (UNILIST/AGRI) Council
or Agricultural Research Policy

(ivy Union List of Environmental
Periodicals in Sri Lanka.- Central
Environmental Authority Library,
1993

(v} Union List of Periodicals Holdings of
Health Science Libraries in Sri Lanka.
-University of Colombo, Medical
Library
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(8] Indices to periodical Articleson S & T

Indexing of articles published in periodicals
has made an attempt to make aware of what is
published on what subjects and to provide easy
access to periodical articles. Indices have com-
piled for articles of all published periodicals as
well as to articles of issues published in a par-
ticular periodical title. Some of the examples are

las follows :

() Sri Lanka Periodicals Index 1979-
1989 (compiled and published by the
National Museum Library)

(i) Sri Lanka Periodical Articles Index -
1998
(compiled and published by the
National Library and Documentation
Centre, Sri Lanka)

(i) An Index to the Ceylon Journal of
Medical Science (1949-1970) compiled
by Mr. I Abeywardena

(ivy Index to the Journal of the
National Science Council of Sri Lanka
vol. 1-5 SLSTIC NSF

(v Cumulative index to Vidyodaya
Journal of Arts, Science and
Letters (1968-1972) compiled by
A P.G.Leelaratne

(vij Tea Quarterly Cumulative Index
compiled by Y.S. Kandamby, Tea
Research Institute 1983

llc) Compilation of indices on various
disciplines of S& T '

() ° Sri Lanka Science Index - Which
. records scientific reports, conference
documents newspapers and periodical
articles. (compiled & published by
SLSTIC - National Science Foundation)
(i) Index to Theses and Case Reports:
deposited in the library, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Colombo
(i) Index to Environmental Legislations in
Sri Lanka, 1995 (Compiled &
Published by the Library, Central
Environmental Authority)

(d) Indices to Newspaper Articleson S & T

Indexing of articles published in newspa-
pers has enhanced easy access to newspaper
articles. Indexes have compiled for all the news-
paper articles published in newspapers as well
| las for certain disciplines. Following are some

examples for newspaper article Indices.

() Sri Lanka Newspaper Articles Index
' (Commenced compiling in 1993 by the
National Library and Documentation
Centre. Important articles published in
Sri Lankan Newspapers on all subjects
including science and technology are
being indexed and compiled separately
as Sinhala, Tamil and English)
(i) Environmental Index
Newspaper articles on Environment
compiled and published by the
Central Environmental Authority
Library. Commenced Publishing in
1991. Includes articles relating to the
environment published in 11 English
and Sinhala Sri Lankan Newspapers).
(i) News Digest
Newspaper articles on Science and
Technology.- (Commenced compiling
in 1998 by the National Science Foun-
dation). A monthly publication con-
sisting of articles on S & T appearing

in 11 English and Sinhala
Sri Lankan Newspapers

(e} Index to Conferences

Conference Proceedings which falls under
the category of “grey literature” is receiving an
increasing attention among Scientific and Tech-
nical Libraries as well as their users. These type
of material are not usually available through nor-
mal commercial channels and therefore biblio-
graphic control of such material is not possible
at all the times. With the intention of minimising
the lack of information on conferences the}
National Library and Documentation Centre (Suc-
cessor to National Library of Sri Lanka) com-
menced compiling and publishing the Sri Lanka
Conference Index in 1988. It has published four
indexes so far covering the period 1976-1986,
1987-1990, 1991-1992 and 1993. This index
consists of information on conferences seminars
and workshops held in Sri Lanka and covers con-
ferences related to Science and Technology too.

Compilation of Directories and
Inventories of persons, Institutions and
Research Projects

Scientific and Technical Libraries, docu-
mentation Centres and Information Centres in
Sri Lanka, have published comprehensive direc-
tories and Inventories of Persons, Institutions
and Research Project related to Science and
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Technology. Few examples are as follows :

() Directory of Environmental Experts in
Sri Lanka (Published by the Central
Environmental Authority) 1994

(i) Directory of Women in Environment
in Sri Lanka (Published by the
Central environmental Authority)
1990

(i) Directory of Agricultural Research
Workers and their projects (published
by Counil for Agricultural Research,
Policy) ' '

(ivy Directory of Scientific Research
Projects in Sri Lanka, 1970 Published
by (Ceylon Institute of Scientific and
Industrial Research)

(v) Directory of Health Literature, Library
and Information Services HELLIS)
Network Libraries in Sri Lanka
(Published by University of Colombo,
Medical Library).

Compilation of the National Union
Catalogue and Union Catalogues on
Scientific and Technical Disciplines

The compilation of the National Union
Catalogue (NUC/UCAT) is one of the major
projects of the National Library and Documenta-
tion Centre, Sri Lanka. Fifty two (52) major li-
braries in the country are currently participating
in the UCAT Project, including Scientific and
Technical Libraries and Information Centres.
Since 1996, the National Union catalogue (NUC)
has been converted into a bibliographic database.
Presently the computerised database of NUC con-
sists of approximately 100,000 records. The NUC

provides easy access to publications with its lo-
cation.

Apart from the National Union Catalogue,
scientific and technical libraries and information
centres have compiled union catalogues for books
on specific subjects, through the co-operative
programmes of the S & T networks. Union Cata-
logue of Scientific and Technical Books
(UNICAST), Union Catalogue of Environmental
Books (UNICEB) are some of the S & T union cata-
logues.

Current Awareness Service (CAS)

Current Awareness Services are main-
tained by majority of the scientific and technical
libraries in Sri Lanka. Mostly this service takes
the form of new acquisitions list, and list of new
arrivals. The frequency of publication of these lists
varies from one library to another. Some of the

technical libraries compile Current Awareness
Service Bulletin which enables the users to keep
in touch with the latest information that the li-
brary receives. Abstracts from periodical articles,
Reports, Reprints and Pamphlets are also in-
cluded in addition to bibliographic information
on publications acquired. In addition to this, cur-
rent information on S & T will be disseminated to
users by way of newsletters, news bulletins and
brochures. Some libraries have services such as
contents page service.

Selective Dissemination of Information
(SDI) Service

Specialised libraries and Information cen-
tres of science and technology, have SDI services
and they are highly specialised and readily tai-
lored to the needs of individual users. SDI ser-
vices have been computerised in some libraries
and information centres.

Growth of Computerisation

The two surveys conducted in 1989 and
1992 relating to the use of computers by librar-
ies in Sri Lanka, revealed that there had been a|
rapid progress in computerisation activities due
to the introduction of the Database Management
System (DBMS) developed by UNESCO - CDS/
ISIS in 1987. After 1987, within three years the
number of computer installations increased from
10-40. Out of 40 libraries, 37 libraries had ISIS
software in 1989. This situation clearly shows that
growth of computerisation was mainly due to the
availability of ISIS. It has been revealed that in
Sri Lanka, the micro CDS/ISIS has become the
most popular software package used for the de-
velopment of local databases.

Survey of Existing Scientific and technical
Databases

In Sri Lanka, application of computers
and new technologies in Scientific and Technical
Information work has been increased during the
last three decades. The National Library of Sri
Lanka, Universitiy Libraries, Special Libraries and
some libraries of the Governmental and Non-gov-
ernmental sector related to S & T have created
computerised databases of their holdings in or-
der to provide efficient services to users. Most of
the libraries have created computerised biblio-
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lgraphic databases using CDS/ISIS software
package while some libraries have created com-
puterised bibliographic databases by using soft-
ware packages such as MIBIS, LIBSIS, JAVA,
INMAGIC, TELS and soforth.

The National Library of Sri Lanka has cre-
ated Bibliographic databases using CDS/ISIS.
The existing databases are :

e UCAT - National Union Catalogue
e LCAT - Holdings of the National Library
which includes S & T material

Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical Infor-
mation Centre of the National Science Founda-
tion has developed some local databases using

the software CDS/ISIS. The databases are as fol-
lows :

SLSTICAT
SLSI
ULIST

SLSTIC Catalogue

Sri Lanka Science Index
Union List of S & T Periodi-
cals available in SLSTINET
Libraries

On-going S & T Research
in Sri Lanka

e RGRA - Research sponsored by
Ntional Science foundation
S & T Personnel in
Sri Lanka

Current list of periodicals
vailable in Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Institutions
involved in climate and
climatic research, and the
data they have :
Sri Lanka Community
Health Bibliography
Equipment available in
Sri Lankan Research
Institutions

e SNET - Sri Lanka Scientific and
Technical Information
Network (SLSTINET)
Directory

e FLORA - Sri Lanka Flora & Fauna Of
ficial Exports

e DBOSR

e SLSTEP

e CLIST

e CLIM

e« COMMED

¢ EQUIP

The databases created by Council for Agri-
cultural Research Policy using the software CDS/
ISIS are :

e NAG - Sri Lanka National Agricul-
tural Bibliography
e MANGO - Bibliography on Mango

Central Environmental Authority Library
has created databases on environmental related

information using CDS/ISIS sottware. Databases
developed are :

e UNICEB -  Union Catalogue of
Environmental Books
e UNILEP - Union List of Environmen-

tal Periodicals
e Environmental Index - a database created
to record Newspaper
articles on Environ-
ment
e Directory of :
Environmental - Information on Sci
Expertise entists, Expertise
Technologists etc.
engaged in environ
mental activities

University of Colombo Medical Library
being the National Focal Point for HELLIS (Health
Literature, Library and Information Services) Net-
work Sri Lanka, maintains the following WHO
bibliographic databases.

e SEALIS - adatabase containing infor-
mation on assignments,
documents and reports is-
sued by WHO (World Health
Organisation) South East
Asia Regional Office

a database covering recent
WHO Publications, articles
appearing in WHO Periodi-
cals and documents pre-
pared by WHO Geneva
Index Medicus for South
Asia

e WHOLIS -

e IMSEAR -

The Library of the Alcohol and Drug In-
formation Centre (ADIC) has a Bibliographic Da-

tabase of over 20,000 references to Sri Lankan
and International Literature on drug use.

The Information Services Centre of the In-
dustrial Technology Institute (ITI) has developed
a computer database using a customised soft-

ware package named TELS. The databases are
as follows.

AROMED - Industrial Important Medici-
nal and Aromatic Plants in
Sri Lanka

e Catalogue of books, periodical articles and
Standards classified by subject

Machinery

Subject based information files

Publication by ITI and ITI Staff

Documentation and Information Division of

the Sri Lanka Standards Institution has devel-
oped the following databases.
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e INSD - International and National
Standards Database
LIBINF - Library Information Data-
base
ITII - Integrated Trade and Indus-

trial Information Database.

The Hector Kobbakaduwa Agrarian Re-
search and Training Institute (HARTI) - formerly
known as Agrarian Research Institute which is a /
major resource centre in the sphere of Agrarian
Information, operates a system for storage and
disseminate of such information to serve the
needs of Sri Lanka specifically and of the region
generally. The library of the HARTI specialises
in disciplines dealing with agrarian matters and
forms a part of the National Centre for Informa-
tion on Agrarian Development (NACIAD). The bib-
liographic database which includes the backup
collection of NACIAD consists of over 75,000
records. The centre provides access to informa-
tion on agrarian development and allied fields to
policy makers, planners and to researchers. It
also acts as a collection agency, repository and a
service bureau. HARTI maintains a bibliographic

database of references to local agriculture statis-
tics.

The IMIN bibliographic database devel-
oped by the Library and Documentation Service
of the International Irrigation Management In-
stitute (IIMI) is a database on Irrigation Manage-
ment. In addition the Catalogue of IIMI Library
is also computerised and can be accessed through

Internet (URL-http./ /www.cgiar.org/iimi
libcat.htm) / & e/ /

Another Important computerised data-
base on Water Supply and Sanitation was setup
by the Water Supply and Sanitation Documen-
tation Centre of the National Water Supply and

Drainage Board, Sri Lanka in 1988.
Use of CD-ROM

Most of the libraries in Sri Lanka, have
acquired databases on CD-ROM (Compact Disk
Read Only Memory) and use of CD-ROM has ex- -
tended the accessibility of information sources by
library users. The National Science Foundation
has compiled a Union List of CD-ROMS available
at S & T libraries in Sri Lanka, which includes
165 CD-ROMS with the location. Searching fa-
cilities on CD-ROM databases are provided for
the scientific community by these S & T libraries
and Information Centres.

Use of E-mail, Internet, LAN and WAN

Presently in Sri Lanka, majority of the
Scientific and Technical Libraries as well as the
National Library have e-mail and Internet facili-
ties. These facilities are provided for the users of
the scientific community and the charges are var-
ied from one library to another. The Electronic
mail (E-mail) network established by the Univer-
sity of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, known as LEARN -
(Lankan Educational, Academic and Research
Network) is used to disseminate scientific and
technical information to the S & T community.
Through this network Universities and Research
Institutions have linked to one another and to
the Internet. SLSTIC act as a focal point of LEARN
in disseminating information to the scientific and
technical community,

Internet was introduced to Sri Lanka by
the Lanka Internet Service Company Limited in
July, 1994. At present The National Library and
Documentation Centre, Universities with facul-
ties of S & T, several S & T Special Libraries and
Information Centres, S &T Research Institution
libraries, provide internet services to their users.
Mostly these libraries have obtained the full
Internet connectivity either through Sri Lanka
Telecom or through LEARN. National Library and
Documentation Centre, Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka Sci-
entific and Technical Information Centre of NSF,
Institute of Computer Technology (ICI), Centre for
Industrial Technology Information Services
(CITIS) of the Industrial Development Board (IDB),
International Irrigation Management Institute
(IIMI), University of Moratuwa, Trade Information
Service of the Sri Lanka Export Development
Board, British Council Library, American Re-
sources Centre (AIRC) and ITMIN (Industrial Tech-
nological and Market Information Network) Lim-
ited are some of the Institutions that have full
Internet connectivity.

At present Local Area Networks (LAN) have
established by few libraries and Information Cen-
tres and some libraries and Information centres
are currently under way of establishing local Area
Networks. A Local Area Network was established
at the National Library and Documentation Cen-
tre (NLDC) Sri Lanka, in 1998. This system com-
prises of 19 work stations which includes all the
divisions of the NLDC, a file server and a print
server. The LAN system has made provisions
within the National Library to create and main-
tain databases, access to catalogues and CD-
ROMS online and share network printers
through a print server. At present SLSTIC has
developed a LAN which includes 15 work sta-
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tions, 10 CD-ROM platters and a file server.
SLSTIC intends to expand its Local Area network
by linking up with the Institutions around Na-
tional Science Foundation, along Vidya Mawatha
through fiber optic lines. It has also planned to
develop a Wide Area Network (WAN) among the
libraries and information centres of the SLSTINET
through a dial in facility. University of Colombo
Medical Library, and the Trade Information Cen-
tre of the Export Development Board have also
established Local Area Networks.

Sri Lanka has a few institutions both

state sponsored and private, engaged in Science
and Technology. The existing institutions are not
adequate to fulfil the research needs in the entire
field of Science and Technology. One of the main
activities of National Science Foundation (NSF)
is to initiate, sponser and support scientific and
technological research in Sri Lanka with the ob-
jectives of development of the resources, promo-
tion of the welfare of the people and the advance-
ment of science and technology in general in Sri
Lanka. A Research Grants Scheme was an-
nounced in 1972 by the then National Science
Council, to promote scientific research. National
Science Foundation, receives funds from the gov-
ernment to be allocated for research projects.
Research Fund is also enhanced by the grants
received from foreign countries under bi-lateral
agreements. for the development of Science and
Technology in Sri Lanka. NSF sponsors 75% of
research activities related to Science and Tech-
nology in Sri Lanka. Research grants informa-
tion system was created by NSF which provides
information on research projects sponsored by
NSF. The information system was developed in
several stages and today, it has existed as an
online information system.

Although teaching has tended to predomi-
nate over research in the universities of Sri
Lanka, a considerable amount of Science and
Technology research is being carried out in the
faculties of Science & Technology in the univer-
sities. Though research is not included in the
programmes of these faculties, the staff members
have been engaged on specific studies and
programmes of evaluation related to government
activities. Due to the heavy teaching and tutorial
load of the staff members, it leaves little room for
research. Theses submitted by students for spe-

cial degrees and the postgraduate work in the
form of dissertation and micro studies, produces
a regular volume of research in the universities.
University research has appeared mostly in the
form of articles in Science and Technology Jour-
nals published by the different universities. Other
than the journals, academics of the universities
have brought out several publications in the form
of monographs which are based either on their
Doctoral theses or on the results of research un-
dertaken after their postgraduate training. Ma-
jor portion of funds allocated for research by the
government is spent by universities and post
graduate Institutions.

In recent years, the Population Informa-
tion Centre (PIC) has undertaken evaluative re-
search studies to assess the impact of its infor-
mation activities as well as to evaluate the impact
of population activities on reproductive behaviour
in selected geographic areas. .

When viewing the present state of Science
and Technology Information Services one has to
first look at the personnel available to provide
these services. Most of the persons serving in
the S & T Libraries, Documentation Centres and
Information Centres are professionally qualified
in library and information science. Some institu-
tions which lack any professionally qualified staff
may be having the services of semi-profession-
als. However, it could be said that there is still a;
shortage of professionally qualified persons in the
field of library and information science in
Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, most librarians start on
with a basic degree in a specialised subject and
gain further experience in library and informa-
tion services through on- the job training or at-
tending training courses conducted in the coun-
try or abroad.

Various training programmes have been
carried out by the National Library, SLSTIC of]
(NSF), scientific and technical libraries and in-
formation centres in the country as well as the
Sri Lanka Library Association, during the last 2
Y% decades. These training programmes aimed at
keeping the professional community upto date
with regard to the latest developments in docu-
mentation and information techniques and sys-
tems. Owing to the new advances in the field of]
information technology, which includes use of]
computers, CD-ROMs and CD-ROM Disk Drives,
Desk Top Publishing, Laser printers, E-mail,
Internet, LAN, WAN etc. these had to be intro-
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duced to the Iibrarians, documentalists, informa-
tion specialists, researchers and the users. There-
fore trained manpower is a vital requirement for
science & technology information services.
Application of computer technology for
creation of databases using CDS/ISIS and vari-
ous other software packages, storage and retrieval
systems of information, CD-ROM searches, de-
velopment of Local Area Networks (LAN), Wide
Area Networks (WAN), use of E-mail and access
to Internet and soforth, special emphasis was
given on training of Librarians, Documentalists /
and information Specialists. On the other hand
researches and readers are being trained to do
searches using CD-ROM and other databases as
well as Internet. Training programmes have
widely been conducted by the above mentioned
organisations by way of conferences, seminars,
workshops, meetings and demonstrations.
Under the Education Programmes in Li-
brary and Information Science, University of Co-
lombo commenced a Masters Course in Library
and Information Science in 1993 while the De-
partment of Library and Information Science of
the University of Kelaniya reviewed its Post gradu-
ate Diploma Course in Library and Information
Science in 1993, which was started in 1974. Uni-
versity of Kelaniya started a Masters Course in
1996. Apart from these two courses, University
of Kelaniya conducts a course in Bachelor’s De-
gree and a part time Certificate Course in Library
and Information Science. The Sri Lanka Library
Association conducts a three year part time course
in Librarianship, Documentation and Informa-
tion Science, a six months course in Information
Technology named COLA (Course on Library Au-
tomation), Library Technicians Course, a Fellow-
ship Programme and a Distance Education
Programme in Library and Information Science
named (DEPLIS) to train library personnel in
Maldives. The National Library of Sri Lanka, con-

ducts a Correspondence Course in Library and
Information Science.

Scientific and Technical Libraries and In-
formation Centres in Sri Lanka, which function
either as a library or as a national information
centre for a designated subject, attempt to estab-
lished links with either International Centres or
International Information Systems relating to the
subject concerned. These libraries and informa-
tion centres gather, collate and transmit local in-
formation to centres of networks. To obtain in-
formation from other focal points either the library
or the information centre has the possibility of
accessing to the network. This could be mentioned

"AGRIS

as a very ellective method for the exchange o
information. Libraries and Information Centres
that function as focal points of scientific and tech-
nical information systems are as follows :
National Science foundation serves as the
focal point for the following overseas bodies.

e Association for Science Co-operation in Asia
(ASCA)

e Association of Asian Social Science Research

Councils (AASSREC)

Committee for S & T in Developing Countries

(COSTED)

Commonwealth Science Council (CSC)

International Centre for Genetic Engineering

& Biotechnology (ICGEB)

e International Council of Scientific Unions
(ICSU)

e South Asian Association for Regional Swed-
ish International development Agency (SIDA)
Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS)
Regional Network for the Exchange of Infor-
mation and Experience in Science and Tech-
nology in Asia and the Pacific (ASTINFO)

Ministry of Health Sri Lanka, has links
with HELLIS while the University of Colombo,
Medical Library has links with the World Health
Organisation, South East Asia Regional Office
WHO/SEARO and the Alcohol and Drug Infor-
mation Centre (ADIC) has been recognised as the
Sri Lanka Centre on Substance Use Information
to co-ordinate with World Health Organisation
and Substance Abuse Librarians and Informa-
tion Scientists (SALIS), USA for information shar-
ing and exchange. Central Environmental Au-
thority has established links with INFOTERRA-
the International Referral System for Sources of]
Environmental Information, being the focal point
for INFOTERRA. Library of the Department of]
Agriculture being the focal point has links with
(Agricultural Information System) in
Rome. Atomic Energy Authority Library which
functions as the focal point of International
Nuclear Information System (INIS) has estab-
lished links with International Atomic Energy
Agency in Geneva.

National Library and Documentation Cen-|
tre, Sri Lanka has Links with UNESCO IFLA, FID,
NASSDOC, etc. It maintains and International
Book Exchange Programme with 58 institutions
in the world. These institutions include National
Libraries, University Libraries and other institu-
tions mainly in the Asia — Pacific Region.

( to be Continued )
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book numbers/

Beyond classification :
M.P.Satija and John P.Comaromi

Information technology : issues and trends/
ed. by B.Satyamarayan ......et al.

Cataloguing : theory and practice, 6" rev.
ed./ C.G.Viswanathan

Principles and practices of cataloguing//
R.S.Kochar g
User education in computer based libraries/
R.L.Sehgal

Electronic media and library and informa
tion technology/ed. by S.K.Pandey

Internet for library and information service/
R.Raman Nair

Modern cataloguing : systems and practices/
R.S.Kochar
Analytico
JXK Khanna
Colon classification made easy/Pandey
S.K.Sharma

Electronic media and the library services/
R.S.Kochar

C D Rom technology : librarians into guide/
H.M.K.Moodgal, Kolcila Krishan

66" IFLA Council and General Conference
August 13-18, 2000, Jerusalem Booklet 0-7
Networking and the future of the libraries/
ed. by SK.Pandey

ALA membership directory 2000-2001.ed.
K.Sanders

The role of conference in the further educa-
tion of librarians/Susunaga Weerapperuma
The National Library of Wales : Annual re
port. 1999-2000

Statistical techniques for librarians/R.L.Sehgal
East Asian Archives : 3" General conference
of EASTUCA 14-17 Oct. 1997, Tokyo
Collecting and safeguarding the oral traditions/

synthetic classification/

_ed. John Mcllwaine and Jean Whiffrin

CDS/ISIS primer/Sanjeevi Amba and
K.S.Raghavan

Library and information technology for the next
millenium/V.C.Malvya

Communication media and information tech
nology/ S.K.Goel

Cataloguing practice AACR 11/R.L.Sehgal

Count on Reading,.

by
Joanie Welch

What can you count on your whole life long?
A key that opens a door so strong.

| Behind that door is a store of knowledge.

| We’ve got it now, needn’t wait for college.

| What is the answer, what is the key?

| It’s R-E-A-D-I-N-G!

——-———————4

: When we were tiny, big books we would hold.

| We couldn’t read them, but they were gold.

| Our parents read to us, and that gave us pleasure.
I Those words on the page were such a treasure.

I They taught us some words, they gave the firsd
I key.

: To R-E-A-D-I-N-G!

I Then off to school we went with expectation. |
| We leamed that reading is the key to education. |
I We read for fun, and we read to explore. I
| Our teachers urged us to read even more.

They taught us to research and write what we see
: From R-E-A-D-I-N-G I

| When we’re older, we’ll still read every day.

1 For people who matter have shown us the way. I
Our parents, our teachres all love to read.

I They’ve encouraged us and planted a seed.

I That seed will grow and will fonn a tree
|Of R-E-A-D-I-N-G

l So, if you’re a teacher, pass along the joy
Of unlocking reading for a young girl or boy.

: When those letters form words that a child car
read,
That spells success, and it fills a need.

| {t opens doors that you may never see.

| Te R-E-A-D-I-N-G i

i

What can we count on, once we have the key?
An open door where the mind soars free.

| Books to read are a child’s greatest treasure.

| They’re a gift of love beyond all measure.

| So pass along the gift and all children will be

I R-E-A-D-I-N-G

|
I
|

i
: ¢ From Internet ¢
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