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£3î C3£0253f 25*253 253<g®25332530»@£> g£)^ ®cD)S8<03253©8 
£3025*0253 d?- @® 23̂ 203 £330®363<33025* 18 ©$©25325 
2320£038 003.

©825338 0  £3<g3@8 ®£0d253 g825325336C'33S>£388
gg<@3 2B0@® £330®36302S* 2001.05.18 - 21 $25*03
d38253 92d25325336 C90-S£)3CD30@8  ̂ £3025*0253 6^- @® 
S3$£03 £330®36363^25* 47 @$@25)25 23202038 003.

d D S?2S) C3ie&»2S»3G @<CSD25) © D 0£>________< * * * ______ ;

2001 $©c^d? ®c8 , £^8 ®32306 £3080253 6 ^
038253 9^25325336 @̂ (23253 8 § © $  3825)0 £320253 $C25*@0.

©$"©253

@ £0303003 0 . d .2 ^ 6 ^ o<23

®£02533
2001.04.27
©2325308 ̂ 233253303253 
®£02533
2001.05.25 
$ 3 0 . 0 8 . 0 8 .  $  8 (^ 0 3

@£02533
2001.06.28

®325332S)30

® £03 0 2 0 3 0  8 ® 3 0  2320 

0 8  g d 8 o 3  8 0 3 2 5 3

<§ 6°25)3®£̂
9030q)338® 253 O0£®G3 

£03 0 0 3  g d .2 5 3 ®

<§ 6°25)3® 0 033253 

8@ d®)3o325Do3

0 \X "Lin '3rS
... 'i iM s S H if ii l l i jSiiPiii

2001 ©$025) 253302̂ 0 2̂<g £320253 S3$£08
9825325336060* @£338 $3030 QQ)0 ?  £̂253. 

£3323 9̂825325336 " 87
® £00253 9825325336 -  11

86© 08 9825325336 - 33 
©025)8 9825325336 - 27

©23325*06 002533253® 0£. 856,320.0028.

82533025390 ®£O0253 g825)25)36c3 e3£0 0£025*0£(̂ 6 
® £00253 982532533603 @$025) @Ĝ4q@8  g825325336c325* ©6̂ 3 
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ĉ j,6U600isurrS)c35sb 
LQ@̂ lUJ 1060)60011)

01.05.03 H)6om]6CD<35 Q@n6O60@
<o)@m_rTi_|OJ60)60UJ 
60)L0U60)U JE>o360rL0IIJU
u Q)2>@]@60

^ 1©. Larflmig) 
S)uCBggrT(©LJiT@i 
Q;pa6rT6a>ii]ttjrr6nTT- 
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gassî iBias 
(ilfteqg) @60)60 
6UTI - gJT6036 
@ 366U60 6l3(§T)
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j^ l6 0 s o n jg ) ^ l6Dr UL_i£.iU6orTs&a5<3: (B<5=6o s u l j  urfla5l6Ei 

g jT so a b  SLg)OHiuiT6fiiT £> jnh  1 ^ s b  a>L_60LDiLin/bn5tiu 

S§l©. g§. dg,iflnj©rrff 2001.05.28 c%ud 0 s >0  

©g»rrL_®<s&ib (B<?60)suu51sv51©jBg)i <g»iiQ4 © u ib p O T sn rT rr 

c s ie u fr  g )6 o r© i (L p ttp s1 (B ^ e o e u a ia b n s o L Q n e o r  28 
6 U © I_ (L p iI] ^ S 0 IH 6 O 5 5 g )  g jr/ b u illp .U J6 O S 0 2 )

Q g ) r T @ a ) © L f l  Q a F 0jfb u rT L lL p .6b  ft- (V)i_iul S> rrfr. 

f f ) fb < S u n 6 0 g )iL i r^ l6osoa> < g) ^ s o i H 6 o a > 2 )  (Bg)<^tLi 

© JirbuLll$H IJ6S)SO <a> Q (SBIT60CT(h|61J©61Jg)fT)@ c ^ S u f l

6ULpmia^liu u iH a > 6 r f lu q  id ls b s q ii i  L Q ® g )g )iT 6 o rg )i . 

^ s o m i 6 0 ) a 5 s  (B g )^ liu  © itso®  f®!^liurrab6ill6cr SFnrTdteb 

^ r f l u is n ^ e i j l n D ig )  m ^ l^ i^ ^ lab iiL Q rT eo r 

< s960i_a> a5 o jn y p s g i l ^ s o r ^ f D n 'i i .

8 ge*5>2353<5 gQazsfiSS 22/2 2001 - c Ŝ
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NLDC organized several events to mark its 
1 1 th anniversary.
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26*727* April - Religious ceremony ( Pirith
ceremony and alms giving)

f v ■• > V-vm <?,/?, .v > . •»■ ĵ v •>  ̂v v f
P^^pH iS^sipSfW  1 1 1  x i l

A book exhibition was held from 27* April 
to 11 * May 2001 at the NLDC. Bibliographies pub­
lished in and on Sri Lanka, books on Library and 
Information Science, Ethnic conflict, Devolution 
of Power in Sri Lanka were displayed at the exhi­
bition. Prof. BandulaKaninatilake, Chairman, Sri 
Lanka Foundation declared open the exhibition.

The signing ceremony of first ILL agreement 
in Sri Lanka was held on 27th April 2001 at the 
National Library auditorium. The agreement was 
signed between NLDC and Library of Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka. Mr.M.S.U.Amarasiri, Direc­
tor General, NLDC and Ms.Nalini De Silva 
Wijenayake, Librarian, Central Bank of Sri Lanka
signed the agreement on behalf of the relevant 
institutes.

5«p§pssg«l*ll^ b * JNT’sTj s iiiiii

Series of workshops relating to the Library
and Information Science were held at the NLDC 
Auditorium.

2 May 2001 Conservation of Palm Leaf 
collections.
Messrs D.A.Dharmasena, 
A.P.Premaratne, P.H.Ranjith 
and D.G.B.Karunaratne 
Conservation and Preservation

3 May 2001

3 May 2001

4 May 2001

4 May 2001

9 May 2001

10 May 2001

10 May 2001

11 May 2001

11 May 2001

Division, NLDC. 
Modernization of Telecom 
munication network in Sri 
Lanka.
Mr.Priyantha Perera, General 
Manager, (Construction) Sri 
Lanka Telecom.
Introduction to Alice for 
Windows
Ms. Amara Nanayakkara, 
Librarian and Chaminda De 
Silva, System Analyst, 
NLDC.
Indexing of Newspaper 
Articles
Ms. Janaki Fernando, Deputy
Director, NLDC.
National Bibliographic * •
Control
Mr.Piyadasa Ranasingha Head, 
Dept, of Library and Informa­
tion Science, University of 
Kelaniya.
New Trends in Education 
Technology 
Mr.H.M. Gunaratna Banda 
Director, Library and Informa­
tion Services, N ational 
Institute of Education. 
Information for Develop­
ment
Messrs W.S.Punyawardhana, 
Actg. Deputy Director, 
U.P.Alahakoon, Actg.Librarian 
and Ms.Jacintha Seneviratne. 
Asst. Librarian, NLDC.
The Museum Library 
Conservation Project 
Ms.Padma Akarawita, Librar­
ian, Dept, of National Muse 
urns.
Information Searching and 
Internet 
Mr. J.A. Amaraweera, Librarian, 
Buddhist and Pali University 
of Sri Lanka.
The National Library Build­
ing
Messrs M.S.U.Amarasiri, 
Director General,
W. K. Karunaratne, Mainte­
nance Officer, NLDC.
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Seminars on Public Library develop 
ment were held on 06.09.2001 and 26.06.2001 
at the National Library auditorium.
Seminar for modernizing library and informa­
tion services in North Central Province was 
held on 21.06.2001 at the Training 
centre, Anuradhapura. Chief Minister 
of the NCP, Chairmen of local authorities 
and Librarians participated at the seminar.

Book Exhibitions
Following book exhibitions were organized 

by the NLDSB during April to June 2001.

05-14 April at

10-14 May at 
23-30 June at

Chandrajoti Vidyalaya, 
Yakkala.
Colombo Public Library 
Timbirigaskatuva Maha 
Vidyalaya, Katana.

Training programmes for public librarians in 
Uva Province was held from 12-15 May 2001 
at the Management Training Centre, 
Pelgahatenna, Badulla.

Training programme for public librarians in 
Western Province was held from 18-21 at 
National Library Auditorium.

Following lectures were held under the Na­
tional Library lecture series from April to June 
2 0 0 1.

Speaker Topic

Prof T.G.Kulatunga ©cos 0codc5 3©3& c3co
27.04.2001 ed<332s> 
Mr.Senarath Disanayaka <§ e»25)3©0
25.05.2001 0qJSD2sT®2S) ox>

egd.2§5©.
Mr.R.S.Y.De Silva ©«2S)3©0 0332©
28.06.2001 2§©ddcD3G325)&3

National Library and Documentation Ser­
vices Board has donated a large number of books 
to under priviledged libraries during the second 
quarter of 2001.

School libraries - 87
Public libraries - 11
Pirivena libraries - 33
Other libraries - 27

The value of donations is Rs.856,320.00

The details of International Standard Num­
bers issued for Sri Lankan Publications during 
April - June 2001.

International Standard 
Book Numbers (ISBN) 
International Standard 
Serial Numbers (ISSN)

-896 

-13

CIP data were issued for 159 publications 
during the second quarter of the year 2001.

A three day residential training course for 
Public Librarians on “Bridging the digital divide in 
rural communities : how to strengthen the public 
library sector to assist in delivering vital informa­
tion to its communities” was conducted from 24- 
26 March 2001 at the SEDEC. The British Coun­
cil funded the course. There were 34 participants 
from seven provinces of the country.
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ĵ<35@rflDJ 9 ©  ^uuiL^Lonajg)! g/bascrCEoj © hSIuiJlL. 

QjQTQTgj (Bun6orp c9tg>6or 0upLog9 @ 6on}ajng) gjeoieoio 
tLjLb, (8g>£i64fl)rTg)jS6ro60iL[CBLQiurr@m.

gffisusb 6T6crugj 0un©6rTrTg>iTii euenrrs1
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s>6i360 g>6oi_0upio £®s>yp£Fĉ teeosn g_i_0 ig)(g>L_6oi jbio 
®3L_lg.©5l(IT)JBgJ 0<S6COI(Bl_ S5IT600r (TjUp̂ Qfngj, ^J5g) 
6ijliuu6oug) g>©io 0  5  turburrQ) 3560015 05tU6iig)i 
5>600fl60fl.tL|3&g)̂ 60 Ldl<Sb63l}U3 0U©30 QJ(TF(<s£lf l )@J.

Vit. _  • rn.-T,jtouLj®a&jBir .__________■ - ~

(ipa6or60La5> a56ocfl6nBo3sb (Main Computer) 
S33lIL_ 1?- ®nSUg>giJ6IT6n g)II61ia>606rr, 9©Q_lh gjrT60r §̂j©35(5)
u3l_g)j9a3(TT)g)gI Qu/Dpu UUJ60T6OL_lU (§6U600(V)tO 6T6OT03
6Tt>ooi 6S0TLQ (§Lo(SGorTi&iaSliijg)6Dr ©3606n6unaB® 356oofl6ofl 
6U6O60UJ6OLDU i_[a5 a>6n (Computer Network)
(B sit 6sr ©son a360T.

5>600fl6Cfl 6U6O6OUJ0LOrT 60T 036CT 0<?tUrbuTTL.I£.6O60r
6TQ)g)gi (Bjz>n<5> @C§6unLQrnLn6cr, 356ocflo5fl g>rr6or@

u@33s5606rra5 Q<5&ri60ori_ 9 ©  0 gin@ l̂turT@LO.
* 0g,rr@ l̂ii36or 06U6u(§6up uiTa5m]35(©s5a06OL.(Bujaiio 
gjtjsqu urflionrbnDLD i&6Oi_Qupa360irr)gj. 2_6n6n60a>s>u
in* 1 gjii©Lj (yjgjsvSeb j0KH6or6U35̂ gSkb(g)ii, ĝ60STi_n 
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nj@^l(T)@@ @36060 c9Ig)!IDLI (8 60 600T(>)© ID 6010)0 60
(tp@6l5l60 (Lp@60T603L03 3600fl60fl3@@@IT60T cf@IUU
(B60600T(l)10. L360T60T1T (Lp@60T603L03 3600fl60flldl—u9@ITSg)l
cgl, @3606036010 ©UQ31DI3 ©3D6n(6ITim.____

* UT)”606030101—LO B
6̂ l6oorLfi®r 6O6Q36O1U603LDLJL4 (Star Network)

' 60603emu. 6O6036OnJ6O3lIlUq

606036ITILI 6060360lD603LQUlJ«pQT6n (R ing Net­
work) (Lp60360numJ36fI @m3®3@OT(6IT)lO 03@6OT6O3LO3 
3600fl60S(BUJrT(j3lD @36060 IDTfltO IT 0)0)10 ©31D3J ©3rr6fI(gF,lD. 
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6O56OOr®®UUll(h)0T6n6OT. ĉ 605LDLIL360I c©tIgLJU60)I_u3sb 
USD 6136001 iSeor 6060)60IU60)LQLILj®®60)6ri® Q®rX600IL_ 
6060560UJ605LOLJL360T (03®6OT6O5LQ® ®6OOfl603®6IX 6J>60lB©IT
©L_IT60Xp g§}60)6CCX® ®UUL-Ig®®(g)m c@I605LaU605L!LJ 
UIg-I$60)60 6060360HJ605LQLJL) 6X60X6OrXW.

“<ggg” 6T60T/D 0360560ItUU5 l_3gg>rX60X gJT60®IT (Chief 
Librarian) 6̂03fDu5teb g§}®®@iJ5 (Lpg)6or603Lo® ®6oofl6ofl 
6T6or® (o)®n©i6n6orni]. j§}® ®6cofl6cfl iJjrgg! prsoarx
'Deputy Librarian) csierorDuSsb Jg®®@Lo (lp®)66t605iq® 
®6oofl6o3turT6or “CB®” 2_i_eoi ^60560or®®uuilig®®@iii. 
DjBg) 05g)6CI6a)LQ® ®600fl60fl 2_2)6l3 ^H60®h c®i60)fDU3 
&3®®@U3 “ct 60 ” 6X601© 035d6CX6O5LQ® ®600fl60ftL)L.66l

60)600T®®LJUlllg.®®@U3 6T60I @)g>601 c®605U3IJ60)U®
<3rL©60nih. §>60<o)60rX® 03g)6OX6O5LQ® ®600fl60fltL)lb U60
(tp60560iajmi®6056ntli ©Ufbfl5>®®<36sonih. 056O6onLimj®6iirx6ox
6i,L3,̂ ,ig. g)iH®(§rF)®@ai gasosb urflLorx©©LQ 
<o)®nai6n (yug-iungj. <̂ 1,60x1x60 g>®6060)60 <3>i60©6a)©® 
®rxrxi£g) Qpg)60T605LQ® ®6Cofl6ofiu36v5l®©gj Qu©eqm, 
^2>©@> c^^iuuemii 05ipii [03. c%soxrx60 “CBgg” “CB®”
“6X60 ” 6T60TJD 05g)6OX6O5LQ® ®600fl6SS®6tT g)IW®|®®(g>®I
g)®6usb urflu5rr©©u3 Qa'iug)] Q®naT(®i£i. uig.,i#60560 
63J 60) 60 QJ 605 LQ LJ 605 U LI LIL_ LQ “D  ” 6Lfl6TT® @LQ .

6 U 6 0 )jrU L _ lf l D

uigj06o)6o 6U60560Qj605ii3iliL[ (Hierarchy Network)

&®6oso urflu5ri©©2)60)g) (Bjbit® ® ian®®
©®rT600I (V) 6060360IU605LQLIL|® ®6TT 6OIg.6O605LQ® ®LILlQ)
aSl60I©60X. ®600fl60fl 6060)60lL160)U3ljL|®®6056[X cSleUfbn̂ SCI
cgil60)L0UL360I c®iIg.Ll U60)L_njl60 L360I6O®lQrxp |§>J®

60605®uuQ)g)2>(sorTLC|-

1. 6U6rnr®6U60)6oiu605u:ijLi (Local Area Network
L A N )

2. upjBg) 6U6056oaj60)LQULi (W ide Area Network
W A N )

OJtfTlT®) 6JS»eOII46mulUQ

@IIJ1u l51l1 I- ^I_®)^l6l51®®@U3 Ĵ p6U60rL£3
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I N F O R M A T I O N  S Y S T E M S  A N D  N E T W O R K S  O F  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N D  T E C H N I C A L  L I B R A R I E S  A N D

I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T R E S  I N  

S R I  L A N K A  *

JANAKI FERNANDO 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

NATIONAL LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka, which was known as “Ceylon” for many 
centuries is a small Island of 65,610 Sq. Km. land 
area including 959 Sq. Km inland waters. It is 
located in the Indian Ocean. Sri Lanka, pres­
ently a multi-national, multi-religious and multi­
lingual society has a recorded history of over two 
thousand five hundred years. Culturally, Politi­
cally and Economically, Sri Lanka has had very 
close relations with the Indian sub continent as 
well as the South East Asian countries up to the 
beginning of the 15th century. Thereafter, Euro­
pean contacts began and developed consistently. 
The estimated population of Sri Lanka for 1998 
is 18.7 million with a population growth of 1.1% 
and with a literacy rate of 91.8%. The per capita 
GNP at current cost prices in 1998 was Rs. 53,980 
or U S $ 840.

Although there are several definitions for 
Information systems, in the context of Science 
and Technology it could be defined “The Scien­
tific, Technological and Engineering disciplines, 
and the management techniques used in infor­
mation handling and processing; their applica­
tions, computers and their interaction with men 
and machines, and associated social, economic 
and cultural matters”. Sri Lanka is an Agricul­
ture based country, and traditionally agriculture 
has been the major source of national income. 
Even though  over the la st three dacades, 
Sri Lanka has sought to develop her industrial 
sectors. Over the past three decades, Sri Lanka 
has developed a basic infrastructure with regard 
to scientific and technical information and. docu­

mentation within the frame work of Unesco’s 
U N ISIST  programme. Assistance has been pro­
vided to Libraries and Information Centres of the 
Scientific and Technical Organisations by the In ­
ternational O rganisations such as U N ESC O  
(United Nations Educational Scientific and Cul­
tural Organisation), SAREC  (Swedish Agency for 
Research Cooperation), C IDA  (Canadian Inter­
national Development Agency), NORAD (Norwe­
gian Agency for Development), UNDP (United 
Nations Development Programme), UNIDO (United 
N ation s In form ation  and Developm ent 
Organisation), ID R C  (International Development 
Research Centre) to improve their infrastructures 
for information processing.

In Sri Lanka, National Library, Major Spe­
cial Libraries, Information Centres and Major 
Discipline Oriented Libraries attached to the fac­
ulties of the Universities of Sri Lanka have a fairly 
good infrastructure with regard to Scientific and 
Technical Information and Documentation. Some 
of the organisations are as follows :

N ationa l L ib rary  and D ocum entation  
Centre [NLDC]
National Science Foundation [NSF] 
Council for Agricultural Research Policy 
[CARP]
Central Environm ental Authority [CEA] 
Centre for Industrial Technology Information 
Services (C IT IS ) of the In d u str ia l 
Development Board (IDB)
Export Development Board (EDB)
Industrial Technology Institute (ITI)
Library of the D ivision  of Occupational 
Hygiene of the Departm ent of Labour 
Faculties of Science, Engineering, Medicine 
Agriculture and Industrial Management of 
the Universities

"* ^aper presented at the Workshop on Exploitation 
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• Libraries of the Research Institutions such 
as Tea Research Institute, Rubber Research 
Institute, Coconut Research Institute, 
Medical Research Institute etc.

Library networking is comparatively a re­
cent phenomenon in Sri Lanka. Although the his­
tory of libraries in Sri Lanka dates back to the 
2nd century B.C., the forms of co-operation ex­
isted mainly among the monastic libraries and/i 
what type of access users were provided is un­
known. Co-operation among libraries can be seen 
in the modem period of library development and 
even that, networking in Sri Lanka dates back to 
the late 1970s. Lack of access to current scien­
tific and technical literature from other countries 
of the world as well as lack of awareness of re­
sources available within Sri Lanka could be men­
tioned as one of the main constraints to the 
progress of the scientific research in Sri Lanka. 
Information resources and services related to ar­
eas of scientific and technical are scattered in 
many libraries and information centres. Lack of 
resources, poor utilization and poor coordina­
tion between libraries and information centres is 
a problem in Sri Lanka as in many other devel­
oping countries. Library resources are often not 
adequate to meet the needs of users and even 
when the resources are adequate and available 
there is poor utilization and lack of sharing. Li­
braries and information centres having realised 
that they cannot fulfil most of the information 
needs of the users solely depending on their own 
resources have organised into networks.

The e stab lishm ent of co-operative  
programmes and Information networks for shar­
ing of resources, experiences and expertise and 
promotion of information exchange has been 
identified as a vital necessity for access to scien­
tific and technical information, to attain national 
development goals of Sri Lanka. Today, sharing 
of resources through networking is regarded as 
the most practical way of utilizing existing re­
sources (human, material and financial) to meet 
the increasing demand for information. In  keep­
ing with the objectives of UNISIST, a number of 
information networks have been created among 
the scientific & technical libraries in Sri Lanka.

i

Acquisition o f  Local Publications :
The Printers and publishers ordinance 

No.l of 1885, made provisions for preservation

of deposit copies of locally printed publications 
in Sri Lanka. Non-book material on Scientific and 
technical literature is not governed by the Legal 
Deposit Law. Department of National Archives is 
the main Legal Deposit Centre for Sri Lankan 
publications and other deposit libraries at present 
are : National Museum Library, University of 
Peradeniya Library and National Library and  
Documentation Centre -  Sri Lanka. Being legal 
deposit libraries, they collect and preserve all ma­
terial on S 86 T published in Sri Lanka. Impor­
tant large collections on S 8e T are also available 
in the largest public libraries such as Colombo, 
Kandy and Anuradhapura. Institutions of higher 
learning such as Universities that offer graduate 
programmes in Science and Technology consists 
of collections of theses, research reports, techni­
cal reports etc. and fairly good libraries with sci­
ence and technology literature. Special collections 
on particular subject areas of science and tech­
nology are being built up in special libraries and 
research institute libraries.

Acquisition o f  Foreign Publications

Libraries of Sri Lanka heavily depend on 
foreign scientific publications in printed, audio­
visual and electronic media. Usually 75% of the 
book votes are used for importing books and pe­
riodicals. As books and periodicals are purchased 
individually by libraries, it has caused unnessary 
duplication of material. Sri Lanka Scientific and 
Technical Information Centre of the National 
Sciecne Foundation worked out a plan under its 
co-operative scheme for purchasing major ab­
stracting and Indexing Journals by scientific li­
braries. Libraries in the Agricultural Information 
network made and attempt to rationalize agricul­
tural journals. Sri Lanka Standards Institute 
maintains a comprehensive collection of stan­
dards of various countries and Registrar of Pat­
ents has a collection of foreign patents obtained 
through World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO). United Nations as well as International 
Organisations send their publications to most of 
the libraries and many libraries serve as deposi­
tories for these publications. In  addition libraries 
receive publications on International exchange 
programmes and as gifts.

Bibliographic control on Scien tific  and  
Technical Literature

The volume of Science and Technology 
[S8&T] literature generated in Sri Lanka is vast
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and complex. There tore, it is impossible tor those 
who are involved in research, to scan the entire 
literature to retrieve the information according to 
their needs. Information on material relating to 
Science and Technology are being retrieved 
through bibliographic control by various institu­
tions, both government and private sector and 
individuals, by way of compiling and publishing 
bibliographies, specialised bibliographies in vari­
ous disciplines, Indexes, Catalogues, Inventories 
and Directories. National Library and Documen­
tation Centre, Special Libraries and Information 
Centres of Institutions such as National Science 
Foundation, Council for Agricultural Research 
Policy, Central Environmental Authority, Indus­
trial Development Board, Industrial Technology 
Institute, Department of Labour, University Li­
braries etc. play an important role with regard to 
the bibliographic control on scientific and tech­
nical literature in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka N ational Bibliography (current)

The National Library and Documentation 
Centre of the National Libraiy and Documenta­
tion Services Board (Successor to National Libraiy 
of Sri Lanka of the Sri Lanka National Libraiy 
Services Board) is one of the important centres 
for the bibliographic control of Sri Lankan litera­
ture. Sri Lanka National Bibliography (SLNB), 
the only authoritative record of current publish­
ing in Sri Lanka, compiled and published by the 
National Library since 1974, has made an attempt 
for bibliographic control of the national out put 
of scientific and technical literature. This bibliog­
raphy which is mainly based on the Sri Lankan 
publications received under the legal deposit law, 
was able to include extensive coverage of biblio­
graphical information on Scientific and Techni­
cal Literature. (From 1963-1973 the Sri Lanka 
National Bibliography was complied and pub­
lished by the Department of National Archives). 
The following could be mentioned as the devel­
opments of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography 
in the recent years : since January, 1994 it has 
become a monthly publication (Previous fre­
quency was quarterly); ISBN  and ISSN  are in­
cluded in the entries under the bibliographic in­
formation; pre publication Information is included 
as a separate section titled “Catalogue of Forth­
coming Publications”. Cumulated volumes of the 
Sri Lnaka National Bibliography for the years 
1974, 1987, 1994 and 1995 was published in 
1987, 1991, 1997 and 1998 respectively.

S r i L a n k a  N a tio n a l B ib lio g ra p h y  
(Retrospecive)

Compilation of the retrospective Sri Lanka

National Bibliography is another important project 
launched by the National Library in 1991. This 
will cover the period beginning from 1962 and 
goes backwards to 1737. The retrospective Sri 
Lanka National Bibliography for the year 1962 
was published in 1993 and the retrospective bib­
liography covering the period from 1737-1884 
was published in 1996. This has made an at­
tempt for the bibliographic control of the national 
output of scientific and technical literature prior 
to 1962.

Subject and  Specialised Bibliographies

Several subject and specialised bibliogra­
phies covering either a certain discipline or a lan­
guage have been compiled and published by the 
S & T Institutions as well as the individuals. Some 
bibliographies are annotated while others con­
sists listing of books, periodicals, periodical ar­
ticles, newspaper articles, conference's, research 
reports, technical reports, theses etc. Few ex­
amples of subject and specialised bibliographies 
are as follows :

(a) B ib lio g ra p h ie s  c o m p ile d  b y  S  & T 
Institu tions

Council fo r  Agricultural Research Policy 
(CARP)

(i) Bibliography on Pineapple
(ii) S r i Lan ka  N ationa l A gricu ltu ra l 

Bibliography
(iii) Bibliography on Mango

(These bibliographies are available as 
electronic databases and as hard  
Copies)

I n d u s tr ia l  T e c h n o lo g y  I n s t i t u t e  (ITI)

(Formerly the  Ceylon In s titu te  o f  Scien tific  
and Industria l Research)

(i) B ib lio grap h ica l database  on 
Medicinal and Aromatic plants

(ii) Annotated bibliography on Cinchona
(iii) Annotated bibliography on Pine Resin 

and Turpentine
(iv) Annotated bib liography on Active 

Carbon
(v) Annotated bibliography on Artocarpus 

(includes Bread F ru it and Jak)
(vi) Annotated bibliography on Shark liver 

oil

University ofP eradeniya

(i) University of Peradeniya Library Sri 
Lanka Collection Vol. 1 (includes
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publications on Agriculture, Forestry, 
A n im al husbandary, Irrigation , 
Environm enta l Sciences, Earth  
Science, Medical Sciences, Technology, 
Living Organisms, Biological Sciences 
and Biotechnology etc.)

(ii) B ib lio grap h y  on A gricu ltu re  in  
Sri Lanka (1945-1975) compiled by
M. A.A. Gunapala

National Science founda tion

(Formerly known as National Science Council 
(NSC) and Natural Resources Energy and Science 
Authority of Sri Lanka NARESA)

(i) Bibliography of Scientific Literature on 
S r i Lan ka  and by S r i Lankan  
Scien tists relating to agriculture, 
forestry, veterinary science and  
fisheries 1960 -  1978. Compiled by 
NAWAT Alwis

(ii) Bibliography of Publications in Legal 
M edicine and Forensic Sciences 
relating to Sri Lanka 1811-1984. 
Com piled by R avindra  Fernando

(iii) Bibliographyof Medical Publications 
re lating to Sri Lanka. 1811-1976 
com piled by Kam alika  Peiris and  
C.A. Uragoda

National Library and  Documentation Centre, 
Sri Lanka

(i) A Catalogue of Postgraduate Theses 
available in University and Research 
Libraries of Sri Lanka (includes S 8s 
T theses) compiled and edited by
N. Amarasinghe

(ii) C h ild re n ’s B ib lio grap h y  -  1988, 
1989-1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 
1994-1995
(includes ch ild ren’s literature on 
S &T)

Industria l Development Board

(i) In d u str ia l Ceylon : A selected
Bibliography

Preparation of subject bibliographies w ill 
be undertaken on clients request, and 
these feature the sources of infor mation 
available on a particular subject with its 
location.

(b) Bibliographies com piled by individuals

(i) A B ib lio grap h y  of Ceylpn by 
H.A.I. Goonetileke (in 5 volumes)

(ii) A Bibliography on the Environment 
(Sri Lanka) 1970-1982 by
S.Elvitigala

(iii) B ib liograph y of the literature on 
Animal Parasities and Pests of Ceylon 
since 1900 com piled by 
M.A.P.Senadhira

(iv) Bibliography on Health in Sri Lanka, 
1977-1980. Compiled by K a m a lik a  
Peris

(v) Health P lann ing and Managem ent 
C lassified  Annotated B ib liography  
compiled by L.R. Amarakoon

Compilation o f  Indexes

In order to provide easy access to informa­
tion on Periodicals and Periodical articles, News­
papers and Newspaper Articles, Conferences, 
Theses etc. Large number of indexes in certain 
disciplines have been compiled. These indexes im­
mensely enhanced in bibliographic control of S 
& T literature. With the aim of maintaining bib­
liographic control on S & T periodicals, several 
indices have been compiled in the form of Union 
Lists which indicates the locations. At present 
some of these union lists of periodicals are com­
piled as computerised databases. Few examples 
are as follows :

(a) Union lists  o f  periodicals on S  6s T

(i) A U n ion  L ist of Sc ien tific  
periodicals in Ceylon compiled by 
M.A.P.Senadeera.- National Science 
Council, 1971.

(ii) U n ion  L ist of Sc ie n tific  and  
Technical periodicals in Sri Lanka  
Libraries.-National Science Council, 
SLSTIC, 1980

(iii) U n ion  L ist of A gricu ltu ra l 
Periodicals (UNILIST/AGRI) Council 
or Agricultural Research Policy

(iv) U n ion  L ist of En v iron m en ta l 
Periodicals in S ri Lanka.- Central 
Environm ental Authority Library, 
1993

(v) Union List of Periodicals Holdings of 
Health Science Libraries in Sri Lanka. 
-U n ive rsity  of Colom bo, M ed ical 
Library
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JE) Indices to  periodical Articles on S  & T

Indexing of articles published in periodicals 
has made an attempt to make aware of what is 
published on what subjects and to provide easy 
access to periodical articles. Indices have com­
piled for articles of all published periodicals as 
well as to articles of issues published in a par­
ticular periodical title. Some of the examples are 
as follows :

(i) S ri Lanka Periodicals Index 1979- 
1989 (compiled and published by the 
National Museum Library)

(ii) Sri Lanka Periodical Articles Index -  
1998
(com piled and p u b lish ed  by the 
National Library and Documentation 
Centre, Sri Lanka)

(iii) An Index to the Ceylon Journal of 
Medical Science (1949-1970) compiled 
by Mr. I Abeywardena

(iv) Index to the J o u rn a l of the 
National Science Council of Sri Lanka 
vol. 1-5 SLST IC  NSF

(v) C u m u lative  index to V idyodaya  
J o u rn a l of A rts, Science and  
Letters (1968-1972) com piled by 
A. P. G . Leelaratne

(vi) Tea Q u arte rly  C u m u lative  Index  
compiled by Y.S. Kandam by, Tea 
Research Institute 1983

(c) C o m p ila tio n  o f  in d ic e s  on v a r io u s
discip lines o f  S  & T

(i) S ri Lanka Science Index - W hich  
records scientific reports, conference 
documents newspapers and periodical 
articles, (compiled & published by 
SLSTIC  - National Science Foundation)

(ii) Index to Theses and Case Reports: 
deposited in the library, Faculty of 
Medicine, U n iversity of Colom bo

(iii) Index to Environmental Legislations in 
S r i Lanka, 1995 (Com piled & 
Published by the Library, Central 
Environmental Authority)

(d) Indices to  Newspaper A rticles on S & T

Indexing of articles published in newspa­
pers has enhanced easy access to newspaper 
articles. Indexes have compiled for all the news­
paper articles published in newspapers as well 
as for certain disciplines. Following are some 
examples for newspaper article Indices.

(i) Sri Lanka Newspaper Articles Index 
(Commenced compiling in 1993 by the 
National Library and Documentation 
Centre. Important articles published in 
Sri Lankan Newspapers on gill subjects 
including science and technology are 
being indexed and compiled separately 
as S in h a la , T am il and E n g lish )

(ii) Environmental Index
Newspaper articles on Environment 
com piled and p u b lish ed  by the 
Central Environm ental Authority  
Library. Commenced Publishing in 
1991. Includes articles relating to the 
environment published in 11 English  
and Sinhala Sri Lankan Newspapers).

(iii) News Digest
Newspaper articles on Science and 
Technology.- (Commenced com piling 
in 1998 by the National Science Foun­
dation). A  monthly publication con­
sisting of articles on S & T appearing 
in 11 English and Sinhala 

Sri Lankan Newspapers

(e) Index to Conferences

Conference Proceedings which falls under 
the category of “grey literature” is receiving an 
increasing attention among Scientific and Tech­
nical Libraries as well as their users. These type 
of material are not usually available through nor­
mal commercial channels and therefore biblio­
graphic control of such material is not possible 
at all the times. With the intention of m inimising 
the lack of inform ation on conferences the 
National Library and Documentation Centre (Suc­
cessor to National Library of Sri Lanka) com­
menced compiling and publishing the Sri Lanka 
Conference Index in 1988. It has published four 
indexes so far covering the period 1976-1986, 
1987-1990, 1991-1992 and 1993. This index 
consists of information on conferences seminars 
and workshops held in Sri Lanka and covers con­
ferences related to Science and Technology too.

C o m p ila tio n  o f  D ire c to r ie s  a n d  
In v e n to r ie s  o f  p e rso n s , I n s t i tu t io n s  a n d  
Research Projects

Scientific and Technical Libraries, docu­
mentation Centres and Information Centres in 
Sri Lanka, have published comprehensive direc­
tories and Inventories of Persons, Institutions 
and Research Project related to Science and
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Technology. Few examples are as follows :

(i) Directory of Environmental Experts in 
Sri Lanka (Published by the Central 
Environm ental Authority) 1994

(ii) Directory of Women in Environment 
in  S r i Lanka  (Published by the 
Central environm ental Authority) 
1990

(iii) Directory of Agricultural Research 
Workers and their projects (published 
by Counil for Agricultural Research /; 
Policy)

(iv) D irectory of Scientific  Research  
Projects in Sri Lanka, 1970 Published 
by (Ceylon Institute of Scientific and 
Industrial Research)

(v) Directory of Health Literature, Library 
and Inform ation Services H ELLIS) 
Netw ork L ib rarie s in S r i Lanka  
(Published by University of Colombo, 
Medical Library).

C o m p ila tio n  o f  th e  N a tio n a l Union  
C a ta lo g u e  a n d  U nion C a ta lo g u e s  on  
Scientific  and  Technical Disciplines

The compilation of the National Union 
Catalogue (NUC/UCAT) is one of the major 
projects of the National Library and Documenta­
tion Centre, Sri Lanka. Fifty two (52) major li­
braries in the country are currently participating 
in the UCAT Project, including Scientific and 
Technical Libraries and Information Centres. 
Since 1996, the National Union catalogue (NUC) 
has been converted into a bibliographic database. 
Presently the computerised database of NUC con­
sists of approximately 100,000 records. The NUC
provides easy access to publications with its lo­
cation.

Apart from the National Union Catalogue, 
scientific and technical libraries and information 
centres have compiled union catalogues for books 
on specific subjects, through the co-operative 
programmes of the S & T networks. Union Cata­
logue of Sc ien tific  and Techn ical B ooks  
(UNICAST), Union Catalogue of Environmental 
Books (UNICEB) are some of the S & T union cata­
logues.

Current Awareness Service (CAS)

Current Awareness Services are m ain­
tained by majority of the scientific and technical 
libraries in Sri Lanka. Mostly this service takes 
the form of new acquisitions list, and list of new 
arrivals. The frequency of publication of these lists 
varies from one library to another. Some of the

technical libraries compile Current Awareness 
Service Bulletin which enables the users to keep 
in touch with the latest information that the li­
brary receives. Abstracts from periodical articles, 
Reports, Reprints and Pamphlets are also in­
cluded in addition to bibliographic information 
on publications acquired. In addition to this, cur­
rent information on S & T will be disseminated to 
users by way of newsletters, news bulletins and 
brochures. Some libraries have services such as 
contents page service.

S e le c t iv e  D isse m in a tio n  o f  In fo r m a tio n  
(SDI) Service

Specialised libraries and Information cen­
tres of science and technology, have SD I services 
and they are highly specialised and readily tai­
lored to the needs of individual users. SD I ser­
vices have been computerised in some libraries 
and information centres.

Growth o f  Com puterisation

The two surveys conducted in 1989 and 
1992 relating to the use of computers by librar­
ies in Sri Lanka, revealed that there had been a 
rapid progress in computerisation activities due 
to the introduction of the Database Management 
System (DBMS) developed by U N ESCO  -  C D S/ 
IS IS  in 1987. After 1987, within three years the 
number of computer installations increased from
10-40. Out of 40 libraries, 37 libraries had IS IS  
software in 1989. This situation clearly shows that 
growth of computerisation was mainly due to the 
availability of IS IS. It has been revealed that in 
Sri Lanka, the micro C D S / IS IS  has become the 
most popular software package used for the de­
velopment of local databases.

Survey o f  E xisting  Scien tific  a nd  technical 
Databases

In  Sri Lanka, application of computers 
and new technologies in Scientific and Technical 
Information work has been increased during the 
last three decades. The National Library of Sri 
Lanka, Universitiy Libraries, Special Libraries and 
some libraries of the Governmental and Non-gov­
ernmental sector related to S & T have created 
computerised databases of their holdings in or­
der to provide efficient services to users. Most of 
the libraries have created computerised biblio-

28 ^2325530 90325® 22/2 2001



graphic databases u sing C D S / IS IS  software 
package while some libraries have created com­
puterised bibliographic databases by using soft­
ware packages such as M IB IS, L IBSIS, JAVA, 
INMAGIC, TELS and soforth.

The National Library of Sri Lanka has cre­
ated Bibliographic databases using C D S /IS IS . 
The existing databases are :

UCAT - National Union Catalogue 
LCAT - Holdings of the National Library 

which includes S & T material

Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical Infor­
mation Centre of the National Science Founda­
tion has developed some local databases using 
the software C D S /IS IS . The databases are as fol­
lows :

information using C D S /IS IS  software. Databases 
developed are :

• UN ICEB - U n ion  Cata logue  of
Environmental Books

• UNILEP - Union List of Environmen­
tal Periodicals

• Environmental Index - a database created
to record Newspaper 
articles on Environ­
ment

• SLST ICAT
• SL S I
• ULIST

D B O SR

RGRA

SLSTEP

CLIST

CLIM

CO M M ED

EQUIP

SNET

FLORA

SLST IC  Catalogue 
Sri Lanka Science Index 
Union List of S & T Periodi­
cals available in SLSTINET  
Libraries
On-going S & T Research 
in Sri Lanka
Research  sponsored  by 
Ntional Science foundation 
S & T Personne l in  
Sri Lanka
Current list of periodicals 
vailable in Sri Lanka 
S r i L an ka  In stitu tio n s  
involved in  clim ate and  
clim atic research, and the 
data they have 
S r i L an ka  Com m unity  
Health Bibliography 
Equ ipm ent ava ilab le  in  
S r i L an kan  Research  
Institutions
S r i Lan ka  Sc ien tific  and  
T echn ica l In fo rm ation  
Netw ork (SL ST IN E T ) 
Directory
Sri Lanka Flora & Fauna Of 
ficial Exports

The databases created by Council for Agri­
cultural Research Policy using the software C D S/ 
IS IS  are :

• NAG

• MANGO

Sri Lanka National Agricul­
tural Bibliography 
Bibliography on Mango

Central Environmental Authority Library 
has created databases on environmental related

Directory of
Environmental
Expertise

Inform ation on Sci 
en tists, Expertise  
Technologists etc. 
engaged in environ 
mental activities

University of Colombo Medical Library 
being the National Focal Point for H ELLIS (Health 
Literature, Library and Information Services) Net­
work Sri Lanka, maintains the following WHO  
bibliographic databases.

• SEALIS

• W HOLIS

IM SEA R

a database containing infor­
m ation on a ssignm ents, 
documents and reports is­
sued by WHO (World Health 
Organisation) South East 
Asia Regional Office 
a database covering recent 
WHO Publications, articles 
appearing in W HO Periodi­
ca ls and docum ents pre­
pared by W H O  Geneva 
Index M edicus for South  
Asia

The Library of the Alcohol and Drug In ­
formation Centre (ADIC) has a Bibliographic Da­
tabase of over 20,000 references to Sri Lankan 
and International Literature on drug use.

The Information Services Centre of the In ­
dustrial Technology Institute (ITI) has developed 
a computer database using a customised soft­
ware package named TELS. The databases are 
as follows.

• ARO M ED - Industrial Important Medici­
nal and Aromatic Plants in 
Sri Lanka

• Catalogue of books, periodical articles and 
Standards classified by subject

• Machinery
• Subject based information files
• Publication by ITI and ITI Staff

Documentation and Information Division of 
the Sri Lanka Standards Institution has devel 
oped the following databases.____________ _
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•— INST3------ International and National 
Standards Database

■ LIBINF Library Information Data­
base

• IT II Integrated Trade and Indus­

trial Information Database.

The Hector Kobbakaduwa Agrarian Re­
search and Training Institute (HARTI) -  formerly 
known as Agrarian Research Institute which is a / 
major resource centre in the sphere of Agrarian 
Information, operates a system for storage and 
disseminate of such information to serve the 
needs of Sri Lanka specifically and of the region 
generally. The library of the HARTI specialises 
in disciplines dealing with agrarian matters and 
forms a part of the National Centre for Informa­
tion on Agrarian Development (NACIAD). The bib­
liographic database which includes the backup 
collection of NACIAD  consists of over 75,000 
records. The centre provides access to informa­
tion on agrarian development and allied fields to 
policy makers, planners and to researchers. It 
also acts as a collection agency, repository and a 
service bureau. HARTI maintains a bibliographic
database of references to local agriculture statis­
tics.

The IM IN  bibliographic database devel­
oped by the Library and Documentation Service 
of the International Irrigation Management In ­
stitute (IIMI) is a database on Irrigation Manage­
ment. In addition the Catalogue of IIM I Library 
is also computerised and can be accessed through
Internet (URL-http./ / www.cgiar.org/iimi/
libcat.htm)

Another Important computerised data­
base on Water Supply and Sanitation was setup 
by the Water Supply and Sanitation Documen­
tation Centre of the National Water Supply and 
Drainage Board, Sri Lanka in 1988.

Use o f  CD-ROM

Most of the libraries in Sri Lanka, have 
acquired databases on CD-ROM  (Compact D isk  
Read Only Memory) and use of CD-RO M  has ex­
tended the accessibility of information sources by 
library users. The National Science Foundation 
has compiled a Union List of CD -RO M S available 
at S & T libraries in Sri Lanka, which includes 
165 CD -RO M S with the location. Searching fa­
cilities on CD-RO M  databases are provided for 
the scientific community by these S 8s T libraries 
and Information Centres.

30

Use oj E -m ail, in ternet, LAN ana WAN

Presently in Sri Lanka, majority of the 
Scientific and Technical Libraries as well as the 
National Library have e-mail and Internet facili­
ties. These facilities are provided for the users of 
the scientific community and the charges are var­
ied from one library to another. The Electronic 
mail (E-mail) network established by the Univer­
sity of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, known as LEARN -  
(Lankan Educational, Academic and Research 
Network) is used to disseminate scientific and 
technical information to the S  8s T community. 
Through this network Universities and Research 
Institutions have linked to one another and to 
the Internet. SLSTIC act as a focal point of LEARN  
in disseminating information to the scientific and 
technical community,

Internet was introduced to Sri Lanka by 
the Lanka Internet Service Company Limited in 
July, 1994. At present The National Library and 
Documentation Centre, Universities with facul­
ties of S 8g T, several S 86 T Special Libraries and 
Information Centres, S 8&T Research Institution 
libraries, provide internet services to their users. 
Mostly these libraries have obtained the full 
Internet connectivity either through Sri Lanka 
Telecom or through LEARN. National Library and 
Documentation Centre, Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka Sci­
entific and Technical Information Centre of NSF, 
Institute of Computer Technology (ICI), Centre for 
In d u stria l Technology In form ation  Services 
(CITIS) of the Industrial Development Board (IDB), 
International Irrigation Managem ent Institute 
(IIMI), University of Moratuwa, Trade Information 
Service of the Sri Lanka Export Development 
Board, British Council Library, American Re­
sources Centre (AIRC) and ITM IN (Industrial Tech­
nological and Market Information Network) Lim­
ited are some of the Institutions that have full 
Internet connectivity.

At present Local Area Networks (LAN) have 
established by few libraries and Information Cen­
tres and some libraries and Information centres 
are currently under way of establishing local Area 
Networks. A Local Area Network was established 
at the National Library and Documentation Cen­
tre (NLDC) Sri Lanka, in 1998. This system com­
prises of 19 work stations which includes all the 
divisions of the NLDC, a file server and a print 
server. The LAN system has made provisions 
within the National Library to create and main­
tain databases, access to catalogues and CD- 
R O M S online and share network printers 
through a print server. At present SLST IC  has 
developed a LAN which includes 15 work sta-
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tions, 1U CD -KO M  platters and a file server. 
SLSTIC intends to expand its Local Area network 
by linking up with the Institutions around Na­
tional Science Foundation, along Vidya Mawatha 
through fiber optic lines. It has also planned to 
develop a Wide Area Network (WAN) among the 
libraries and information centres of the SLSTINET  
through a dial in facility. University of Colombo 
Medical Library, and the Trade Information Cen­
tre of the Export Development Board have also 
established Local Area Networks.

Sri Lanka has a few institutions both 
state sponsored and private, engaged in Science 
and Technology. The existing institutions are not 
adequate to fulfil the research needs in the entire 
field of Science and Technology. One of the main 
activities of National Science Foundation (NSF) 
is to initiate, sponser and support scientific and 
technological research in Sri Lanka with the ob­
jectives of development of the resources, promo­
tion of the welfare of the people and the advance­
ment of science and technology in general in Sri 
Lanka. A  Research Grants Scheme was an­
nounced in 1972 by the then National Science 
Council, to promote scientific research. National 
Science Foundation, receives funds from the gov­
ernment to be allocated for research projects. 
Research Fund is also enhanced by the grants 
received from foreign countries under bi-lateral 
agreements for the development of Science and 
Technology in Sri Lanka. NSF sponsors 75% of 
research activities related to Science and Tech­
nology in Sri Lanka. Research grants informa­
tion system was created by NSF which provides 
information on research projects sponsored by 
NSF. The information system was developed in 
several stages and today, it has existed as an 
online information system.

Although teaching has tended to predomi­
nate over research in the universities of Sri 
Lanka, a considerable amount of Science and 
Technology research is being carried out in the 
faculties of Science & Technology in the univer­
sities. Though research is not included in the 
programmes of these faculties, the staff members 
have been engaged on specific studies and  
programmes of evaluation related to government 
activities. Due to the heavy teaching and tutorial 
load of the staff members, it leaves little room for 
research. Theses submitted by students for spe-

cial degrees and the postgraduate work in the 
form of dissertation and micro studies, produces 
a regular volume of research in the universities. 
University research has appeared mostly in the 
form of articles in Science and Technology Jour­
nals published by the different universities. Other 
than the journals, academics of the universities 
have brought out several publications in the form 
of monographs which are based either on their 
Doctoral theses or on the results of research un­
dertaken after their postgraduate training. M a­
jor portion of funds allocated for research by the 
government is spent by universities and post 
graduate Institutions.

In recent years, the Population Informa­
tion Centre (PIC) has undertaken evaluative re­
search studies to assess the impact of its infor­
mation activities as well as to evaluate the impact 
of population activities on reproductive behaviour 
in selected geographic areas.

When viewing the present state of Science 
and Technology Information Services one has to 
first look at the personnel available to provide 
these services. Most of the persons serving in 
the S & T Libraries, Documentation Centres and 
Information Centres are professionally qualified 
in library and information science. Some institu­
tions which lack any professionally qualified staff 
may be having the services of semi-profession­
als. However, it could be said that there is still a 
shortage of professionally qualified persons in the 
field of library and inform ation science in  
Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, most librarians start on 
with a basic degree in a specialised subject and 
gain further experience in library and informa­
tion services through on- the job training or at­
tending training courses conducted in the coun­
try or abroad.

Various training programmes have been 
carried out by the National Library, SLST IC  of 
(NSF), scientific and technical libraries and in­
formation centres in the country as well as the 
Sri Lanka Library Association, during the last 2 
Vi decades. These training programmes aimed at 
keeping the professional community upto date 
with regard to the latest developments in docu­
mentation and information techniques and sys­
tems. Owing to the new advances in the field of 
information technology, which includes use of 
computers, CD -RO M s and CD-RO M  D isk Drives, 
Desk Top Publishing, Laser printers, E-mail, 
Internet, LAN, WAN etc. these had to be intro-
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duced to the librarians, documentalists, mforma- " 
tion specialists, researchers and the users. There­
fore trained manpower is a vital requirement for 
science & technology information services.

Application of computer technology for 
creation of databases using C D S /IS IS  and vari­
ous other software packages, storage and retrieval 
systems of information, CD-RO M  searches, de­
velopment of Local Area Networks (LAN), Wide 
Area Networks (WAN), use of E-m ail and access 
to Internet and soforth, special emphasis was 
given on training of Librarians, Documentalists / 
and information Specialists. On the other hand 
researches and readers are being trained to do 
searches using CD-RO M  and other databases as 
well as Internet. Training programmes have 
widely been conducted by the above mentioned 
organisations by way of conferences, seminars, 
workshops, meetings and demonstrations.

Under the Education Programmes in Li­
brary and Information Science, University of Co­
lombo commenced a Masters Course in Library 
and Information Science in 1993 while the De­
partment of Library and Information Science of 
the University of Kelaniya reviewed its Post gradu­
ate Diploma Course in Library and Information 
Science in 1993, which was started in 1974. Uni­
versity of Kelaniya started a Masters Course in
1996. Apart from these two courses, University 
of Kelaniya conducts a course in Bachelor’s De­
gree and a part time Certificate Course in Library 
and Information Science. The Sri Lanka Library 
Association conducts a three year part time course 
in Librarianship, Documentation and Informa­
tion Science, a six months course in Information 
Technology named COLA (Course on Library Au­
tomation), Library Technicians Course, a Fellow­
ship Programme and a D istance Education  
Programme in Library and Information Science 
named (DEPLIS) to train library personnel in 
Maldives. The National Library of Sri Lanka, con­
ducts a Correspondence Course in Library and 
Information Science.

Scientific and Technical Libraries and In ­
formation Centres in Sri Lanka, which function 
either as a library or as a national information 
centre for a designated subject, attempt to estab­
lished links with either International Centres or 
International Information Systems relating to the 
subject concerned. These libraries and informa­
tion centres gather, collate and transmit local in­
formation to centres of networks. To obtain in­
formation from other focal points either the libraiy 
or the information centre has the possibility of 
accessing to the network. This could be mentioned

as a very effective method for the exchange of 
information. Libraries and Information Centres 
that function as focal points of scientific and tech­
nical information systems are as follows :

National Science foundation serves as the 
focal point for the following overseas bodies.

• Association for Science Co-operation in Asia 
(ASCA)

• Association of Asian Social Science Research 
Councils (AASSREC)

• Committee for S & T in Developing Countries 
(COSTED)

• Commonwealth Science Council (CSC)
• International Centre for Genetic Engineering 

& Biotechnology (ICGEB)
• International Council of Scientific Unions 

(ICSU)
• South Asian Association for Regional Swed­

ish International development Agency (SIDA)
• Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS)
• Regional Network for the Exchange of Infor­

mation and Experience in Science and Tech­
nology in Asia and the Pacific (ASTINFO)

Ministry of Health Sri Lanka, has links 
with H ELLIS while the University of Colombo, 
Medical Library has links with the World Health 
Organisation, South East Asia Regional Office 
W H O /SEARO  and the Alcohol and Drug Infor­
mation Centre (ADIC) has been recognised as the 
Sri Lanka Centre on Substance Use Information 
to co-ordinate with World Health Organisation 
and Substance Abuse Librarians and Informa­
tion Scientists (SALIS), USA for information shar­
ing and exchange. Central Environmental Au­
thority has established links with INFOTERRA- 
the International Referral System for Sources of 
Environmental Information, being the focal point 
for INFOTERRA. Library of the Department of 
Agriculture being the focal point has links with 
A G R IS  (Agricultural Inform ation System) in 
Rome. Atomic Energy Authority Library which 
functions as the focal point of International 
Nuclear Information System (INIS) has estab­
lished links with International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Geneva.

National Libraiy and Documentation Cen­
tre, Sri Lanka has Links with UN ESCO  IFLA, FID, 
NASSDOC, etc. It maintains and International 
Book Exchange Programme with 58 institutions 
in the world. These institutions include National 
Libraries, University Libraries and other institu­
tions mainly in the Asia -  Pacific Region.

( to be Continued )
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C o u n t  o n  'R e a d in g ,. j
by  I

Joanie Welch g

What can you count on your whole Hie long? ■ 
A key  that opens a door so strong. g
Behind that door is a store o f  know ledge. g
We ’ve got it now, needn T wait for college. |
What is the answer, what is the key? \
It’s R-E-A-D-I-N-G!

When we were tiny, big books we would hold. 
We couldn’t read them, but they were gold.
Our parents read to us, and that gave us pleasure. 
Those words on the page were such a treasure. 
They taught us som e words, they gave the firsi 
kev.
To R-E-A-D-I-N-G!

Then o f f  to school we went with expectation. | 
We learned that reading is the key  to education. I 
We read for Am, and we read to explore. I
Our teachers urged us to read even more. J
They taught us to research and write what we see" 
From R-E-A-D-I-N-G  1

When w e’re older, w e’ll still read every day.
For p eop le who matter have shown us the way. 1 
Our parents, our teachres all love to read.
They’ve encouraged us and planted a seed.
That seed will grow and will foim  a tree .
O f R-E-A-D-I-N-G  j

So, i f  you ’re a teacher, pass along the jo y  [
O f unlocking reading for a young girl or boy. *
When those letters form words that a child car
read.
That spells success, and it Ells a need.
It opens doors that vou mav never see.
To R-E-A-D-I-N-G

What can we count on, once we have the key?  
An open door where the mind soars free.
B ooks to read are a child’s gieatest treasure. 
They’re a gift o f  love beyond all measure.
So pass along the gift and all children will be

I
I
I
I

R-E-A-D-I-N-G

1

• From Internet •

‘i
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