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(Bgĵ lru 3)3603),
(Ba6TO6Ufi6ai aas

6T(yi2)ULn_ S«U60(5i(lj)lij.

06uafliDil 60)i_ caa l̂i_6b
3UJD6urT 2)2)601 LM6o6ri_fr6rb



£30|253

25)2£0£2§C3 3

@^£33025)©® 25ft£ 9^25)25)30 g ®  8  e3o0a3jcD25)c3 2 0 0 1 4

h

<§ 0o25)3 d d e c i ©$£33025)©025l’23) g d ’25)25)30 g ® 8 5 -7

<§ 0°2S)3 d35)25) C?25̂ d> 25)3®30g £3®£33^25) g£)£325^S) 8 -9

035)25) gd25)25)30@d’ <^25l'25)0ged,25)25)30 8 0 ^ 0  ©d®3 (S S g ® 10

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD NUMBERING PROJECTS 11

g02rf 1 2 - 1 4

2>ld3 ip 1 4 - 1 5

N e w s 1 5 - 1 6 , 3 1

25)3003 ®-g£>0>0 cf8©e^0<@6o3 £03 0o3 <§ 0°25)3©0 ge& 5)25)3000 

ep25))30CO)S ^033q3@0325J 0CO©c325l ©CO3025)£<§@®803 £33^25) ©25)30 

CO25) CO £25) g©0CO 25))S3g3325)®25) 0®9®25)‘'

0®25j^ 003251 d c3 9 2 5 ^d

H - 2 2 ,  31

INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND NETWORKS OF SCIENTIFIC AND 2 3 - 3 0
TECHNICAL LIBRARIES AND INFORMATION CENTRES IN SRI LANKA  
JANAKI FERNANDO

2 ge&j>2»D@ gD as®  22/3 2001 g g  - e3£dza£®S)(5



C3D(?)Q>15 CDJ gCtft3)CS)3© fCbC)

0 £ ®  © 0© £5) ®  O ^ d O ^ S S )©  © 3 0 0  C P  © ^ © d  0 3 8 0 X 5  8 <SO)£ g S ( 0 3 @  9 @ 5 ):T © o d  © 0 0 3  < 3 d  

O O d  C5©  O O g  £ 3 ) 6 © 0 .  ©(<jJ§)£5)Od, C p d ©  g£5)3CS£5)O d, @ 0 3 d  © Q g g d ,  g d O £ 5 )3 ©  © 3 d O £ 5 )O d  @ ® d  

®  0 3 ® 3 0 X 5  O30E5) g © 3 ©  £  @ ®® © 3 0 0  g 6 3  O Z© £O f@ © 0 0 3 0 0 X 5  £5)0£5>3© d©  O O  @ 0 3 d  9 £ 6 < 0 0 © @ ©  

0 £§0 © £ 30£5 ) @©0 . S @ d O @ O d  © ® ®  © 0@6 0€X €f036O 3O £5) © 3 0 X 5 d o 6  O 0 ® d g € 5 0  O 3© 3@ 0 £  0£©0 
3 d o 6 e 5 3 0 £ 2 )  @ 030? 9 ^ 6(000 ©  0 0 0 3 ( 8 .  §  © £5fe  0°Q)XS30 © O O D Q esJ S 0 d  © O d g S  £ 5 ) 6 0  ©£©<£ 

© 0 3 0  O O  d o S ®  0 ^ 0 3  ® Q d  q ) £  q i &  Cf8©0 © £ ^ 0 3 © 8 .  <§ © °£5)3@0 £ § o S @ S  6<[8 o  8<§0<£ d 6d o 6 
® £8 S<§ 0 £@COO 0(OO£5) @ ® © d  0 3 © 0 0  g © 0 0 3 © £ 5 f  £3@ X 5® 30 S ®  £ f 0 3 ( 0 0 0  8 (§a)<£ o o g d  @06
®CO 0 ©qx€fcd @ d 0 £ @ £ § 0  o ^ d o .

£ £ £ g ®  SD(g®«D3£S)6€Joc3, c fo O x s  g t f c s e a s ©  © < ;d  q ( § 0 © 0 ° £ 5 ) ( ^ 0 © ( § d  ©Oy@€50C3 @ © © d  

0 ° © 6 ( D 0 3 d ® £ 5 )  CO®OE5) 00£@©0 gdO E 5> 3©  @ d© 3© ©  @®® g © 0 0 3 ©  OegQcpOES) { p 6o S o d  © 0 © 3  

@ d ®  q 8 @ 0 j (0 3 d ® £ 5 )  £5)6o©XSO£5f £  © <g C f£0 . @ 0 3 0  O O  £ § O 0 ® ©  0 £ § 6£ §  O °@ 0 ^  0 ® 3 © 0 E 5 ) 0 ®  

5 } £ 0 ® o  0 3  S d £ 0 3 d ® £ 5 )  Cf©coxso3 <|>g £5)6<§®© g d o £ s > 3 ©  d £ ) £ 0  ®  5 ) ^  S 3 .  @ ®® £3360 0 3 6 © £ 5 )  

£5)0 <S>Z&>®0 O 0  g d O £ 5 )3 ©  © 3 d O € S )O d  CfO® ©G0@ O d  @ £<8o © C 9© O d  0(3 © O  £5)3o ®  @ 0 3 0  00
8 (§S)£ © 0 3  ef©@S)iG)oE§d o ® d S o  S o  gqx @0 . OOeo €§oSS OcddaooEsJ a>8 £5)6 <§®© oag© <pO€5) 
© o  o ®3c5 e p o o o o td  ©cs@od g d d s )3© a o® 3©o eg© 8 <§co£d®£5)© ©csf ©eg@d ©0 d  ££.g© d 
0 8 6  g d o £ 5)3© ©ado£5)od@ (d  ©®©o© 6  q><gd o®€@.

0 3 0 0 ) 5  ® 3 0 0  g 0 3  ££5?0 ©  © £©0O  @ ®® 8 S ^ ®  < § d  CfOq>6z©  @£5)@ ® d  S o £ @ £5)0 . Cp£5)360 
O g O O  ©06 £§800 8 <§£)£ q,S o 3 © 6 d ® a S )  @0^ @ ® d  O®€X0d  g ©  O O d  £5)6 O O  0 ££§ £2>6£€X9£§. § > d  

o g ©  qz® >  © o  r fS g 3 c s (§ d © o  o S  o 6 ® d d  @ od  § @ § g @ d  © 6 d  © 0  o © d © < g  © a ) o  ©03d  @ <p6©  ©£c3@ S  

C d o ©  © c o d '  o ® € 0 .  0 3 0 0 X 5  ® 3 0 @ o d  ^ 6 @ ® « )  @ ®® 9 @ a ) i© o  ^ c S d  ^ co©  ®  o © d © 3  © a o  O 3@ 0  

© co£§®  @ 0 3 d  e s f e d g o ©  o 0 S ) d ©  8 o g  @̂ <03 @ © o  o ^ © @ 6 . 0300)5 8<s© )£  o ° © 3 ^ 8 ( §  O ^ S o O o e s f ,  

0© O )3 0 6 0 , P < g ®  S - g ®  0 60 , 03© £5) 600^03© ® 8  0)0© £» S S ©  ^ 03£5)36£5)©  ®(8d  0 3 0 0 1 5 © © '  

9 © 6© £ »0©  0 3 g ©  © ^ o c f  S @ S  0 ^ c S 0 3 ©  g d O £ 5)3©  o c g o .

Q O )3^® d £5)@©£5) 0 © d  S o d ©  g  0380x5 O0g£3CD£5)© C©^@£5)^ cSoO ) CfO 6@ 0 © 0 0 3 ©  Q^XSOO)

©3 € ® 6  6 3  ©0 CDO o § @ 0  6 © 0 3  £5)6 £5)co ® <ogd 5 )©© o d  S ® 0  q©£5)3o  @0 )3̂  ©0 3 d  g o o d  o^eg®©(§d 
0 8 6  8 6 g d  S d g d  S©© o d  £5)6 ^®© 0 3 8 0 x5 ®8 d  <§>Q £5)6 ^  ©S)-sd @®@o o  <3 6 © oS od ox©  ©<2 0 0 3 © 
cpo6 © ©coo 0 3 ® g d d £ 5)3© ©3d o £ 5xo d @ d  £5 ) 3 6 0 0 3 6 0  0 3  ©coo® @0 .

CSodODOd)

ged2s>2aog gQazrfS 22/3 2001 ê @ - e3fd’a<:@Sc5 3
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National Library and Documentation Ser­
vices Board is served as the national agency/centre 
for three important International Numbering projects 
namely ISBN, ISMN and ISSN.

ISBN stands for International Standard 
Book Number and it is a short, machine readable 
code that identifies unambiguously any book pub­
lished internationally. The ISBN accompanies the 
publishers product from production through distri­
bution to sale. The introduction of the ISBN led to 
the simplification of ordering, stock controlling and 
accounting in many branches of the book industry.

ISMN stands for International Standard 
Music Number and may be considered a subset of 
ISBN. The ISMN is not targeted at sound or video 
recordings as well as not used for books on music 
which should receive an ISBN. ISMN offers the 
options of complete rationalization of Music Pub­
lishing.

Considering the ISSN, it is the International 
Standard Serial Number which provides a brief, 
unique and unambiguous identification code for 
serial publications. Serials are resources for which 
additional information is supplied indefinitely in 
succession of discrete parts. Serials include jour­
nals, magazines, electronic journals, directories, 
annual reports, newspapers, newsletters of an event 
and monographic series.

Most of the publishers in Sri Lanka aware 
of Standard Numbers and they make requests for 
ISBN, ISMN and ISSN before printing the publi­
cation. But there are some problems encounter 
when these projects are being implemented.

ISSN and ISMN are assigned mainly ac­
cording to the publishing capacity of a particular 
publisher as well as the type of publisher such as 
commercial publishers, government and non gov­
ernment institutional publishers and author/private 
publishers. Most of the people who involved in this 
industry publishers do not know the real meaning

of the “publisher”. In most of the cases author or 
printer is considered as the publisher. When apply­
ing for ISBN according to the publishers informa­
tion if it is categorised as an author publisher how­
ever when it comes to printing they use another 
institute as the publisher. In that case our assign­
ment of ISBN/ISMN is wrong as the number is 
issued to an Author Publisher. Further some of the 
authors/writers may change the publisher after ob­
taining the ISBN/ISMN without informing the na­
tional agency.

Another problem that occurs with ISBN/ 
ISMN is incorrect printing of the number. Some­
times the number is printed without printing ISBN/ 
ISMN M as well as with missing digits, print false 
ISBN numbers and parts of the ISBN is not cor­
rectly separated. Some times two ISBNs may be 
printed in one book and not printed in the standard 
size of letters (lesser than twelve point)

One of he other problems in implementing 
the Standard Numbering projects is that publishers 
do not know when to get ISBNs/ISMNs. In most 
cases reprints are assigned with new ISBNs and 
new editions are published with the previous 
ISBNs.
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BMICH S)arr(ipiiq

QauQiIiiiuri 25-29 - (Bgx̂ luj gjisoa <̂ 6U6oct
6unaa60 (BasD6ua6n <ysj)Li

?*■■■■ 
A
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The NLDSB has conducted following training 
programmes for the benefit of Public Librarians. 
27-30 July 2001 - Library Attendants in West­
ern Province at the NLDSB auditorium.
12-15 September 2001 - Librarians and Library 
Assistants in North and East Province at the 
Town Hall, Trincomalee.

Seminar on evaluating the activities of Conser­
vation Centres was held in 30th August 2001 at 
the NLDSB auditorium. 29 Librarians from Public 
Libraries participated.

NLDSB organized a seminar for school children 
in Colombo District to mark the Literary Month. 
69 students from three schools participated at the 
seminar and books valued upto Rs. 7500/- donated 
to each school.

M i  t£ l§ 'a • V ;̂
' ■vo.&VV:? .

Workshop on planning the library services in 
North Western Province was held on 12th July 
2001 at the Training Centre, Wariyapola. 
Workshop on “Computer and Internet” was 
held on 12th September 2001 at the Public Li 
brary Auditorium, Baddegama. It was specially 
organized for school children and about 350 
students participated.
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Workshop for the development of Libraries in 
Teacher Training Colleges in Uva Province 
was held from 29-30 September 2001. 
Workshop on Ola leaf conservation was held 
from 28-30 September 2001 at the NLDSB. 
Workshop on “Research Methods” on Com­
merce and Management was held on 7th Sep­
tember 2001 at the National Library Audito­
rium. Key note address was delivered by 
Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara, Director, Post­
graduate Institute of Management. Prof. WI 
Siriweera, Vice Chancellar University of 
Rajarata, Mr.Lalith Weerathunga,Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Education, Mr. Henry 
Samaranayake, Chairman, NLDSB, M S U 
Amarasiri, Director General, NLDSB delivered 
the lectures at the inaugration. Many research­
ers in the field of Management & Commerce 
participated in the seminar.

Ms. Chitra Swamalatha of NLDSB took part 
in a training programme at the Book Aid Interna­
tional, UK from 9th July to 18th August 2001. Main 
objective of her training was to aware the proce­
dure of book selection & distribution practised by 
the institute.

National Library and Documentation Services 
Board has donated books to 47 school libraries, 
05 Public Libraries, 02 Pirivena Libraries and 10 
other Libraries during the third quarter of the year 
2001. The value of the donation is Rs. 491560.00

The details of International Standard Numbers
issued for Sri Lankan Publications during July-Sep­
tember 2001 as follows.

International Standard Book Numbers - 827 
International Standard Serial Numbers - 15 
International Standard Music Numbers - 01

CIP data were issued for 161 Publications dur­
ing the third quarter of2001.

Following are the topics and lecturers of National
Library Lecture series during July - September
2001.

Lecturer

Ms. Amara Nananyakkara

Mr.Ranjith Dharmakirthi

Mr. M.S.U.Amarasiri 
Ms.Nalini de Silva
Wijenayaka 
Ms.Premila Gamage

Topic

D qgs)” @25 
ea®£3 25f 2§(5©3-@B3G3 
8<§0><̂  £0^25100251 
0̂ X3,251 ©oCossctf 
0>S3efl§o3 £33o325)XJ@cd> 
£3<5£D3̂ C30 0

2001 IFLA 
conference

Following book exhibitions were organized 
by the NLDSB during July - September 2001.

20-23 July - Youth Centre, Anuradhapura 
01-05 September- Colombo International Book

Fair BMICH, Colombo.
25-29 September - National Library and Docu

mentation Services Board.

NLDSB has upgraded following libraries to 
Grade III and Supra grade.

Grade III - Ministry of Justice Library 
Ministry of Constitution and 
Industrial Development 
Library

Cont. on 31
16 g e ^ 2 5 ) 2 S ) 3 e  g Q a e ®  2 2 / 3  2 0 0 1  -  e a z d s ^ S d



^ 2 » )S 0 C a )5  ^ G 3 3 ^ D © 0 3 2 3* 0 G 3 @ & 3 ^  @ G X > £ ) 2 a jS @ ® 6 e 3  0 3 ^ 2 5 )  @ 2 5 )3 0  

GD25) £ 0 £ 2 §  Q @ 0 G 3  S g o ) ^  2 5 ))53c33S f@ 25) 0 © e ^ @ 2 s f

0©25^q SdazsT d c a a } 8 ^ d
S3 £025530 £3jS38253D(3G33S2553d 

@2553̂ (8) 0 c8 0  0^)33<3&3

<38@gJ0<@6o3 0G 3@ o38 £p£3 0 8 8  £S3®32555S@o38 

£O<§8025} 0a>25}@ 8 £^C O 0o33 2^<g £3035255 <g>^0£38 0@ ©  

8 0 £ O 3 0 C 3 , @255^255® @ £ 0 0 8  ® £3<9& )0® 8. 0255® 0 3 ® 2 8 8  

c£30325525503255 c p 0 § ^  S>©)2550 GD£28@ ®803 © 8  @ 80255038  

© 8 8  §@255255003 ©C5255 <f>^0£380@@ £O£28o330  £3o0U3255o3 

© 8 0 2 5 ) <^8@gfd-g£>03 0<33@o38 £O <g803 £^© 0 g ® 0 2 5 3 . ©© 

£p2S530c30 ^d02550255o3 280© ®  ^  © 80255 2§o332553080o3

£03 <̂ 8©£̂ 0*€£>o3 cp5)6 £3®025i025)30 C0^255®o3 cp3255a8o32Si 
® 8 8  @£3803^03 £0£28o3.

@ 8 0 2 5 5  2 § c 3 3 2 5 5 3 0 8 0 o 3  =  £O £2§o330 *cp 8 © g 0 < @ e k a

<§520255 E 3 @ 2 5 5 0 ^ @ o 3 8  S<9 0 >§ 0255 cp325530o30 

0 3 ® 2 8 8  £S000325503255 @ 8 0 2 5 5  2 § 0 3 3 2 5 5 3 0 8 0 0 3  8 0 -@ S o 3  

0 2 5 } @ 8  @ 8 0 2 5 5 O 3 3 © 8  £ 0 f2 § o3 3 0  £03 c p 8 @ g " d ^ o 3  03255 

C 3302550Q  C g^255© 03^5. 0  <2f25}0 £O £28o330 £03 ^8@£^0<$£>o3 

0 J  8 ) 0 8 2 5 5  0<[ 0 0 8 2 5 5  £300325503255  @ 8 0 2 5 5  25)033255308003 

<§>£0<9 0 3 0 .  0  2 £ § 8  £ 3 0 0 3 2 5 5 @ 0  <§>£0<g 0 0 ^ ) 8 2 5 3 3 0 8  0 0 3  

C O fS 5 ® 0  q  £O£2§5C330 0£ @ o )2 5 } ef£253.

(33)S3® 8 d o 3 0 °£ O © 8  253<9©25332530^O3 £ 0 ^ 8 0 ®  

255 f ®  255 (^255i'0 @ o305 © ® © 8  £ 3 ^ £ 0 8  © 0 .  0 2 5 5 ® ,

' 253<9®25332530£ 0325} g c0£3 0  0a)3Co8@ 25328. S } 0 ® 8 d @ o 3 8  

®tf} ©£03f £f£o3 0 3 0 8  © 80255  ®*@q £ ) 0 o3 8  ® 8 8  0 0 3  

ep303S525503 ® 0 2 5 } @ 0 8  g < 3 ® 0  S330255o3 2550(35255. © 8 0 3

28o}88253o38@8 ef8@gfd<@£> 0 0 0 3 3 0 8  ®£J}0 ©COCf cp£o30
£0^25530255 £0£28@ D  255® 0 0 3  £ 3 0 0  253<9©25332530<g£>o30 0 8  

@ ^ 3 d §  003255 0 ®  £03 £3®3255o3.”  O 3 2 5 }@ 0 8 . @© £f25}0 0 0 2 5 5  

255© £f8@ gj0*g£>o3 ^3O3255255@0 £ 3 0 0  255(9® 2 5 5 3 2 5 5 0 ^ 0 3 0  

0 0 £ 3 3 2 5 }  0 0 2 5 5  g 0 0  £ 3 3 0 2 5 3 c 3 8  © 0 .

0 1 . ĉ S5S5
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I N F O R M A T I O N  S Y S T E M S  A N D  N E T W O R K S  O F  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N D  T E C H N I C A L  L I B R A R I E S  A N D

I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T R E S  I N  

S R I  L A N K A  *

JA N A K I FERNANDO 
DEPUTY D IR EC TO R

NATIONAL LIBRARY AND DOCUM ENTATION C EN TR E

z a t i o n  s e r v i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  a c c e s s  i n  t h e  f ie ld  o f  S c i ­
e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y .  T h i s  n e t w o r k  w a s  s t a r t e d  
w i t h  3 0  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i p a t ­
i n g  S & T  l i b r a r i e s  h a s  p r e s e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  u p  t o  
1 2 0 .  M e m b e r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  L i b r a r i e s  a n d  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  C e n t r e s  i n  t h e  f ie ld  o f  S & T , i n s t i t u t i o n s  

w h i c h  d o  n o t  h a v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n s  b u t  a r e  
w il l in g  t o  s h a r e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  r o l e  o f  m e m b e r s  

i s  t o  a s s i s t  v a r i o u s  e n d - u s e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  in  

g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n .  S L S T I N E T  p r o ­
v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  a  w id e  a r r a y  o f  l i b r a r y  p r o d u c t s  

a n d  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a c t s  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  
S & T  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e s  c a n  p o o l  
t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  U N I C A S T  ( U n i o n  C a t a ­
l o g u e  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  B o o k s ) ,  U N I L I S T  
( U n i o n  L i s t  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  P e r i o d i ­
c a l s ) ,  C o - o p e r a t i v e  A c q u i s i t i o n  p l a n  f o r  A b s t r a c t ­
i n g  a n d  I n d e x i n g  J o u r n a l s  C A P  (A & I), a r e  s o m e  
o f  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S L S T I N E T .  
T h e  l a t e s t  v e r s i o n  o f  M i c r o  C D S  / I S I S  i s  u s e d  to  

d e v e l o p  l o c a l  d a t a b a s e s  w h i c h  h a s  a  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  

s u p p o r t i n g  a  L o c a l  A r e a  N e t w o r k  (L A N ). S o m e  o f  

t h e  d a t a b a s e s  d e v e l o p e d  a r e  : S L S T I C  -  f o r  B o o k s  

R e p r i n t s ,  P a m p h l e t s ,  R e p o r t s  a n d  P e r i o d i c a l  A r ­
t i c l e s  ; S L S I  L o c a l  P a m p h l e t s ,  R e p o r t s ,  P e r i o d i ­
c a l  A r t i c l e s  ; U L I S T  -  U n i o n  L i s t  o f  P e r i o d i c a l s  

h e l d  in  S L S T I N E T  L i b r a r i e s  ; S L S T E P  -  L i s t s  a l l  
S & T  P e r s o n n e l  in  S r i  L a n k a  ; D B O S R  -  O n - g o i n g  
r e s e a r c h  in  S & T  i n  S r i  L a n k a ;  a n d  R G R A  - F i n a l  
r e p o r t s  p r o d u c e d  o n  N A R E S  A  g r a n t s .

T h r o u g h  e x h i b i t i o n s  S L S T I N E T  h a s  m a d e  
a t t e m p t s  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  s c i ­
e n t i f i c  c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e ll  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  
o n  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  S & T  
l i b r a r i e s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e s  i n  S r i  L a n k a .  
T h e s e  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  i t  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  

n e w  IT  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  f o r u m  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a n d  

e x p l a i n  h o w  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  i n f o r ­

m a t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t .

* P a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  W o r k s h o p  o n  E x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  

T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  in  A s i a  -  P a c i f i c  r e g i o n  - 6 - 2 0  M a y  1 9 9 9 ,  B e i j i n ,C h i n a

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  ( N S F )  

w h i c h  i s  a  s t a t e  f u n d e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  1 9 9 8 ,  i s  t h e  l e g a l  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s ,  E n e r g y  a n d  S c i e n c e  A u t h o r i t y  o f  S r i  

L a n k a  (N A R E S A ) w h i c h  w a s  s e t  u p  i n  1 9 8 1 .  T h e  

S r i  L a n k a  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  
C e n t r e  (S L S T I C )  o f  N S F  i s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e t w o r k s  o n  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h ­
n o l o g y  (S & T ) . T h e  m a i n  a i m  o f  S L S T I C  i s  to  i m ­

p r o v e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  l i b r a r ­
i e s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e s  i n  S r i  L a n k a  
t h r o u g h  o r g a n i z i n g  p r o g r a m m e s ,  p r o j e c t s  a n d  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  s h a r i n g  o f  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e x c h a n g e  

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  K e y  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  

a r e  t o  s u p p o r t  t o  b u i l d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  f ie ld  o f  S & T  t o  t a k e  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  

t h e  S & T  s u b s e t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u ­
p e r  h i g h w a y  t o  h e l p  e n d  u s e r s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e i r  

n e e d s ,  l e a r n  t o  u s e  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s y s t e m  a n d  g a i n  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  n e e d ,  a n d  t o  s h a r e  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  m e m b e r  l i b r a r i e s .

S r i  L a n k a  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  (S L S T I N E T )  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  l i ­
b r a r y  n e t w o r k  i n  S r i  L a n k a ,  w a s  f o r m a l l y  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  w i t h  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  l o ­
c a l  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  w i t h  S L S T I C  
a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  b o d y  

f o r  S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k s  

i n  S r i  L a n k a .  S L S T I N E T  is  a  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i -



S i n c e  1 9 8 1  S L S T I N E T  n e w s l e t t e r  w a s  

p u b l i s h e d  b i - m o n t h l y  a n d  c e a s e d  i t s  p u b l i s h i n g  

i n  1 9 9 1 .  T h e r e  a f t e r ,  S L S T I N E T  n e w s  w a s  

p u b l i c i s e d  i n  t h e  N A R E S A  n e w s l e t t e r .  T h i s  k e e p  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  n e w  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t s ,  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s ,  f o r t h c o m i n g  m e e t i n g s  

e t c .  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .

T h e  f o u r  s u b  n e t w o r k s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

S L S T I N E T  a r e  A G R I N E T , H E L L I S ,  E N L I N E T  a n d  

T E C H N I N E T . L a t e r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c o - o r d i - /  

n a t i o n  w a s  d e l e g a t e d  t o  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  i n  r e l e v a n t  

d i s c i p l i n e s .  T h e s e  n e t w o r k s  a r e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  

w i t h  S L S T I N E T .

Sub Network

A G R I N E T

H E L L I S  

E N L I N E T  

T E C H N I N E T

Focal Point

C o u n c i l  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e  

s e a r c h  P o l i c y  (C A R P )  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o m b o ,  M e ­

d i a  c a l  L i b r a r y  (U C M L )  

C e n t r a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A u ­

t h o r i t y  (C E A )
I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  
B o a r d  (ID B )

A G R IC U LTU R A L IN FO RM ATIO N
m,
__ N ETW O RK [A G RIN ET]

A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  

(A G R IN E T ) w a s  f o r m e d  i n  1 9 8 2  a s  a  s u b  n e t w o r k  

o f  S L S T I N E T . S u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e  i s  a g r i c u l t u r e .  
T h e  n e t w o r k  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  

N A R E S A  a n d  C o c o n u t  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  r e s p e c ­
t i v e l y  f r o m  1 9 8 2 - 1 9 9 4 .  S i n c e  1 9 9 5  c o u n c i l  f o r  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h  P o l i c y  L i b r a r y  (C A R P ) i s  

s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .  T h e  

n e t w o r k  s t a r t e d  w i t h  2 4  l i b r a r i e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  r e ­

s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d s  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  E x t e n s i o n  a n d  

T r a i n i n g ,  A g r a r i a n  S t u d i e s ,  A n i m a l  H u s b a n d r y ,  
C r o p  H u s b a n d r y ,  F i s h e r i e s ,  F o o d  S c i e n c e s ,  F o r ­
e s t r y ,  I r r i g a t i o n ,  V e t e r i n a r y  S c i e n c e s  e t c ;  a n d  

a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n c r e a s e d  u p t o  3 5  
l i b r a r i e s .

T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  
s h a r i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a m o n g  m e m b e r  l i b r a r i e s  t o  
c a t e r  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d s  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A d ­

m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  E n g i n e e r s ,  S c i e n t i s t s ,  E x t e n s i o n  

p e r s o n n e l  a n d  o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  

b y  p r o v i d i n g  l i b r a r y ,  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  S e l e c t i v e  D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  c o n ­
t e n t s  p a g e  (S D C P )  s e r v i c e ,  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  p h o ­
t o c o p i e s  o f  j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s ,  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  s p e ­
c i a l i z e d  s u b j e c t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  I n t e r  L i b r a r y

L o a n s ,  L i t e r a t u r e  S e a r c h e s  o n  r e q u e s t ,  u s i n g  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d a t a b a s e s  e g .  A G R I S , A G R I C O L A  ; 
a n d  C D - R O M  d a t a b a s e s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  

A G R I N E T  s u c h  a s  C u r r e n t  C o n t e n t s  o n  D i s k e t t e ,  
S c i e n c e  C i t a t i o n  I n d e x ,  A G R I S ,  T r e e  -  C D ,  

A g r i c o l a ,  T R O P A G , A q u a l i n e ,  S W R A , C A B - C D ,  
H O R T  C D , R a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  P e r i o d i c a l s ,  a n d  
c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  U n i o n  L i s t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P e r i ­

o d i c a l s  U N I L I S T /A G R I ,  C o - o p e r a t i v e  A c q u i s i t i o n  

P l a n  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P e r i o d i c a l s  (C A P /A G R I )  U s e r  

S e m i n a r s ,  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m m e s ,  c o n d u c t  M e e t ­

i n g s  a n d  W o r k s h o p s  a r e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  A G R I N E T  

s e r v i c e s .

J o i n t  s p e c i a l  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  c o m p i l e d  b y  

t h e  n e t w o r k  a r e  : B i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  P i n e a p p l e  ( a s  

a  h a r d  c o p y ) ,  S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  B i b ­
l i o g r a p h y  a n d  B i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  M a n g o  ( a s  E l e c ­

t r o n i c  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  D a t a b a s e s ) .  A n  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s y s t e m  b a s e d  o n  C D S  / I S I S  h a d  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  

f o r  A G R I N E T . T h i s  s y s t e m  w h i c h  i s  k n o w n  a s  

A I S  (A G R I N E T  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m )  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  

h a n d l i n g  c a t a l o g u i n g  o f  B o o k s  a n d  S e r i a l s ,  I n ­
d e x i n g ,  S D C P  s e r v i c e s  e t c .  I t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  to  

o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  b i b l i o g r a ­

p h i e s ,  u s e r  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  

b o o k  a c c e s s i o n  r e g i s t e r s  e t c .  A I S  h a d  b e e n  i n ­

s t a l l e d  i n  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  n e t ­

w o r k  w h i c h  h a d  c o m p u t e r s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t h e r e  a u t o m a t e d  c a t a l o g u e s .

A G R I N E T  h a s  b u i l t  u p  a n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

M e t a  D a t a b a s e  S y s t e m ,  t o  p r o v i d e  u p t o  d a t e  a g ­
r i c u l t u r a l  d a t a  in  a  m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  a n d  u s e r  

f r i e n d l y  f o r m  t o  i t s  c l i e n t s  w h o  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  a g ­
r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  e x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  p l a n n e r s  

a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  A  l a r g e  n u m b e r  a n d  a  

w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  u s e f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d a t a b a s e  

n a m e l y ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a g r o n o m i c ,  a g r o - c h e m i c a l ,  

S o c i o - e c o n o m i c ,  d e m o g r a p h i c ,  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  

d a t a  e t c ;  h a v e  b e e n  a s s e m b l e d  t o  b u i l d  u p  a  m e t a  

d a t a b a s e  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  u s i n g  C D S / I S I S  s o f t w a r e  

p a c k a g e .  I t  c o n t a i n s  8 5  r e c o r d s  i n  t h i s  m e t a  

D a t a b a s e  a n d  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  b y  s o u r c e ,  s u b ­

j e c t ,  a t t r i b u t e ,  k e y  w o r d s  o r  d e s c r i p t i o n .

U n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r ­

m a t i o n  S y s t e m ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A u ­
t h o r i t y  (C E A ) e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L i ­
b r a r y  N e t w o r k  (E N L I N E T )  o f  S r i  L a n k a  i n  1 9 9 3  a s  

a  s u b  n e t w o r k  o f  S L S T I N E T . S u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e  i s  

e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  n e t w o r k  c o n s i s t s  o f  2 0  l i ­
b r a r i e s  a t t a c h e d  t o  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a t t e r s  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  E n v i r o n -
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m e n t a l  A u t h o r i t y  (C E A )  L i b r a r y  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e  a s  
w e ll  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .

O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  a r e  : t o  c o o r d i ­
n a t e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s ,  e f f o r t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l i b r a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  
a i m  o f  p r o v i d i n g  e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  u s e r s  

o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  s y s t e m a t i c  d e v e l ­
o p m e n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  n e t w o r k  a n d  d r a w i n g  u p  o f  c o o p e r a ­

t i v e  p r o g r a m m e s  f o r  u t i l i s a t i o n ,  s h a r i n g  a n d  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s  a m o n g  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .

C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i o n  C a t a l o g u e  o f  E n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l  B o o k s  ( U N I C E B ) ,  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

U n i o n  L i s t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  p e r i o d i c a l s  (U N I L E P ) ,  

S e l e c t i v e  D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  C o n t e n t  P a g e s  i n  t h e  

f o r m  o f  a  C o n t e n t s  P a g e  B u l l e t i n ,  c o n d u c t s  m e e t ­
i n g s ,  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  s e m i n a r s  c a n  b e  m e n t i o n e d  

a s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  c o o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  t h e  

E N L I N E T . F o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

u s e r s ,  c o m p u t e r i s e d  d a t a b a s e s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n ­
t a l  r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  u s i n g  t h e  

M i c r o  C D S / I S I S  s o f t w a r e  p a c k a g e .  T h e  d a t a ­
b a s e s  Eire -  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n d e x  -  A  d a t a b a s e  

c r e a t e d  t o  r e c o r d  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u b j e c t s ;  E x p e r t s  D a t a b a s e  r e c o r d s  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  a d m i n ­

i s t r a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ­

i s t s  e n g a g e d  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  p r o ­

v i d e s  t h e i r  f i e l d s  o f  s p e c i a l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e i r  
p r o j e c t s  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

H EA LTH  L IT E R A T U R E , L IB R A R Y  | 
AND IN FO RM ATIO N  S E R V IC E S  1 

N ETW O RK (H E LL IS )

T h e  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e  L i b r a r y ,  L i t e r a t u r e  

a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  

W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  (W H O ) a s  a n  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  P r i o r ­

i t y  w a s  g i v e n  t o  d e v e l o p  H E L L I S  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

le v e l  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f o c a l  p o i n t s  w e r e  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  B u r m a ,  I n d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  
N e p a l ,  S r i  L a n k a  a n d  T h a i l a n d .  H e a l t h  L i t e r a ­
t u r e  L i b r a r i e s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  (H E L L I S )  

S r i  L a n k a  i s  t h e  l o c a l  n e t w o r k  w h i c h  i s  a n o t h e r  
s u b - n e t w o r k  o f  S L S T I N E T , e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 7 9 .  

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o m b o ,  M e d i c a l  L i b r a r y  

(U C M L ) i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .  I t  i s  a  

c o - o p e r a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  s h a r i n g  n e t w o r k  o f  h e a l t h  

s c i e n c e  l i b r a r i e s  i n  S r i  L a n k a ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  

a  v ie w  t o  f u lf il l  a  l o n g  f e l t  n e e d  o f  p r o v i d i n g  c o n ­
v e n i e n t  a c c e s s  t o  b io  m e d i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  t o  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  p r a c t i t i o ­

n e r s ,  h e a l t h  e d u c a t o r s ,  h e a l t h  p o l i c y  p l a n n e r s ,  

i n d e p t h  s c h o l a r s ,  h e a l t h  c o m m u n i c a t o r s ,  s t u -  ] 
d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  i n v o lv e d  in  t h e  h e a l t h  s e c t o r s  j 
i n  S r i  L a n k a  w h o  s e e k s  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

H E L L I S  n e t w o r k  c o m p r i s e s  o f  2 0  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e  

L i b r a r i e s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e s  i n  t h e  c o u n -  j 
t r y  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e  i s  M e d i c i n e  a n d  j
H e a l t h .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  t y p e s  o f  n e t w o r k s  : j

(i) T h e  N a t i o n a l  N e t w o r k  w i t h  a  f o c a l  p o i n t
(i i )  T h e  R e g i o n a l  N e t w o r k  o f  t h e  n o n  d i r e c t e d  j 

t y p e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  f o c a l  p o i n t s ,  
w i t h  W H O / S E A R O  ( W o r l d  H e a l t h  

O r g a n i s a t i o n / S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a  R e g i o n a l  
O f fic e )

T h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  a r e  : t o  f a ­
c i l i t a t e  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e ­
s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  r e ­
g i o n ,  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  i d e n ­
t i f y  a n d  l o c a t e  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  
a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  

t o  n e t w o r k  m e m b e r s  t o  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e m ,  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  
p r o m o t e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e ­
s o u r c e s  b y  t h e  h e a l t h  s e c t o r ,  e n h a n c e  t h e  q u a l ­
i t y  o f  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n  t h r o u g h  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  j 

s k i l l s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  e n g a g e d  i n  h e a l t h  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .

i
i

B e i n g  a  s p e c i a l i s e d  n e t w o r k  o f  h e a l t h  l i -  j 
b r a r i e s ,  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  c e n t r e s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  1 
c e n t r e s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  1 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s o m e  a c -  J 

t i v i t i e s  o f  H E L L I S  a r e  : p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r -  j 
m a t i o n  o n  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h ,  H e a l t h  P o l i c y  a n d  

P l a n s ,  M e d i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  R e p o r t s  a n d  B i b l i o ­
g r a p h i c a l  D a t a ;  p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  j 

M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s ,  A l l o p a t h y  a n d  A y u r v e d a ,  C o m ­
m u n i t y  H e a l t h  a n d  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n ,  m a i n t a i n  ! 
r e s o u r c e s  s h a r i n g  a n d  d o c u m e n t  d e l i v e r y  s e r -  j 
v i c e s  t h r o u g h  e x c h a n g e  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  d o n a t i o n s  j 
t o  m e m b e r  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  I n t e r  l i b r a r y  l e n d i n g ,  j 
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  W H O  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  d a t a  1 

b a s e s  s u c h  a s  S E A L I S ,  W H O L I S ,  I M S E A R , p r o ­
v i d e s  r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e s ,  p h o t o c o p i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  o n  , 
r e q u e s t ,  S e l e c t i v e  D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  

(S D I)  a n d  C u r r e n t  A w a r e n e s s  S e r v i c e s  (C A S ) ,  
a c c e s s  t o  M E D L I N E  ( M e d i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e  A n a l y ­
s i s  a n d  R e t r i e v a l  S y s t e m ) ,  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  b i b l i ­
o g r a p h i e s  a n d  i n d e x e s ,  t r a i n i n g  c o u r c e s ,  w o r k ­
s h o p s  a n d  s e m i n a r s  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  a n d  u s e r s  o f  

t h e  H E L L I S  S r i  L a n k a  n e t w o r k ,  a n d  I n d e x i n g  S e r ­
v i c e s  t o  i n d e x  m e d i c u s  W H O  S o u t h  E a s t  A s ia .

\
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T R A D E IN FO RM ATIO N  N ETW O RK  
S R I LA N KA  (TR A D EN ET SL)

T h e  S r i  L a n k a  E x p o r t  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  

( S L E D B ,  w h i c h  i s  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  E D B )  

i s  t h e  p r e m i e r  s t a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

t h e  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e x p o r t s  f r o m  

S r i  L a n k a .  E D B  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 7 9  a n d  a t  

p r e s e n t  i t s  u n d e r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n t e r n a l  a n d  
E x t e r n a l  T r a d e ,  C o m m e r c e  a n d  F o o d .  T h e  T r a d e /,
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  ■ 
E x p o r t  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d .

I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  t i m e l y  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  

o f  t r a d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  E x p o r t e r s ,  B u s i n e s s m e n ,  

T r a d e  C h a m b e r s ,  P o l i c y  M a k e r s ,  O f f i c e r s  o f  M in ­
i s t r i e s  a n d  S t a t u t o r y  B o d i e s ,  P r o s p e c t i v e  B u y e r s  

o f  S r i  L a n k a n  P r o d u c t s  a n d  I n v e s t o r s ,  t h e  M i n ­
i s t r y  o f  I n t e r n a l  a n d  E x t e r n a l  T r a d e ,  C o m m e r c e  

a n d  F o o d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  T r a d e  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t ­
w o r k  ( T r a d e n e t  S L ) .  T r a d e  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e s ;  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p r o d u c t s ,  p r o d u c t  d i v e r s i f i c a ­

t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c h a n n e l s ,  m a r k e t  t r e n d s ,  c o n ­
s u m e r  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  t r a d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  b u y e r s ,  

t r a d e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  p r i c e s  a n d  t r a d e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  m a r k e t s  o f  s u p p l y i n g  c o u n t r y ,  

c a r g o  h a n d l i n g ,  c u s t o m  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  t r a d e  s t a ­
t i s t i c s .

O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  T r a d e n e t  S L  a r e  : D e ­
v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  c o m p u t e r i s e d  t r a d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s e r v i c e ;  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  t r a d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v e r s ;  

s e t t i n g  u p  c o m p u t e r  n e t w o r k s  a t  E D B ;  D e v e l o p ­

m e n t  o f  c o m p u t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i d e n ­

t i f ie d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  a n d  E D B .  ( T h e s e  i n c l u d e  

E D B  R e g i o n a l  C e n t r e s ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n t e r n a l  a n d  

E x t e r n a l  T r a d e ,  C o m m e r c e  a n d  F o o d  a n d  W o r ld  

T r a d e  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C e n t r e  (W T C C ) ; l i n k  u p  t h e s e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h  E D B  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  T r a d e n e t  S L ;  s e t u p  

o r  h e l p  s e t u p  s i m i l a r  c o m p u t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  o t h e r  

r e l e v a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  b u s i n e s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ;  

l i n k  t h e s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i t h  E D B  s o  t h a t  t h e y  

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t  T r a d e n e t  
S L  a n d  v i c e  v e r s a  a n d  p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n t e r n e t  s e r ­
v i c e s .

T r a d e n e t  S L  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
u s e r  n e e d s  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  S r i  

L a n k a n  T r a d e ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  

m o s t  u s a b l e  f o r m .  T r a d e n e t  S L  s e r v i c e s  a r e  : 
T r a d e  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  W e b  a n d  B u l l e t i n  B o a r d  

S e r v i c e  ( B B S ) ,  E - m a i l ,  I n t e r n e t  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d a t a b a s e  s e a r c h e s .  O t h e r  s e r v i c e s  a r e  e l e c t r o n i c  
a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  t r a d e  p r o m o t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  
W E B  s i t e s  a n d  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  c o m p u t e r  n e t w o r k s .

T h e  S e r v i c e s  a r e  f o c u s  o n  : d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  

n e e d  b a s e d  i n t e g r a t e d  c o m p u t e r i s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
s y s t e m ,  c o v e r i n g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n ;  t i m e l y  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e a r c h e s ,  

I n q u i r y  s e r v i c e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  s e m i n a r s  a n d  

w o r k s h o p s ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l  a i d s  a n d  u s i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  l i n k s ;  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ;  p r o d u c t s  a n d  m a r ­
k e t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n  s u p p l i e r s ,  s t a n ­

d a r d s  8s s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t a r r i f f  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n ,  m a r k e t  t r e n d s ,  e x p o r t  p r o d u c t s ,  c o n ­

s u m e r  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  p r i c e s ,  b u y e r s ,  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  

t r a d e  f a i r s ,  m a r k e t  p r o f i l e s ,  p r o d u c t  p r o f i l e s  e x ­

p o r t e r s  d i r e c t o r y  a n d  c o m p a n y  p r o f i l e s ,  p r o m o ­
t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  S r i  L a n k a  e c o n o m y ,  t r a d e  i n ­

q u i r i e s ,  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s e a r c h e r s  o n  r e q u e s t ,  E D B  n e w s ,  t r a d e  p o l i c i e s  

o t h e r  s i t e s  a n d  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  E l e c ­
t r o n i c  l i n k s  o f  T r a d e n e t  S L  t o  g l o b a l  s o u r c e s  a r e  

: D IA L O G , D A T A S T A R , T R A D S T A T , G R E E N B U S S ,  
C O M T R A D E  a n d  I N T E R N E T .

I n t e g r a t e d  c o m p u t e r i s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s ­
t e m  o f  t h e  T r a d e  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t s  

o f  a n  A u t o m a t e d  B u s i n e s s  L i b r a r y  a n d  a n  I n -  

h o u s e  d a t a b a s e s .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  l i b r a r y  h a s  a  r i c h  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r i m a r y  &  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  s u c h  

a s  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s ,  j o u r n a l s ,  d i r e c t o r i e s  e t c .  I n  

h o u s e  d a t a b a s e s  h a v e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

l a t e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  m i n i m u m  t i m e  c o v e r  s u c h  

a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r i c e s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  c o m m o d i t i e s ,  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b u y e r s ,  S r i  L a n k a  s u p p l i e r s  a n d  

m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  p r o d u c t s  a n d  M a r k e t  d a t a ,  S r i  

L a n k a n  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  

c o m p e t i t o r  c o u n t r i e s .

? t
T EC H N IC A L IN FO RM ATIO N

n e t w o r k s  (t e c h n in e t ) * v y l

T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  

(T E C H N I N E T )  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 9 1  a s  a  s u b ­

n e t w o r k  o f  S L S T I N E T , w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  d e v e l o p ­
i n g  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  S r i  

L a n k a ,  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  e x c h a n g i n g  

t e c h n i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  l i b r a r ­
i e s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k ,  a n d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s  

o n  e x c h a n g e  o f  r e s o u r c e s .  A t  t h e  b e g i n i n g  i t  w a s  

d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  m a j o r  T e c h n i c a l  L i b r a r i e s  

i n  S r i  L a n k a  a s  t h e  m e m b e r  l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e  n e t ­
w o r k .  T E C H N I N E T  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  1 4  l i b r a r i e s  

a n d  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  (C IT IS )  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l ­
o p m e n t  B o a r d  [ID B ] w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  F o c a l  
P o i n t .  T h e  m a j o r  t e c h n i c a l  l i b r a r i e s  s u c h  a s  

C e n t r e  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n f o r m a t i o n  

S e r v i c e s ,  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  ( p r e v i ­
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o u s l y  N A R E S A ) , I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n s t i t u t e  

( P r e v i o u s l y  C I S I R ) ,  E x p o r t  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d ,  
N a t i o n a l  D e s i g n  C e n t r e ,  N a t i o n a l  B u i l d i n g  R e ­

s e a r c h  O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o r a t u w a ,  S r i  

L a n k a  S t a n d a r d s  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  R e g i s t r a r  o f  P a t e n t s  

a n d  T r a d e  M a r k s ,  S r i  L a n k a  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p ­
m e n t  C e n t r e  e t c .  w e r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  l i b r a r ­
i e s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k .  H o w e v e r  t h i s  n e t w o r k  d i d n ’t  
f u n c t i o n  p r o p e r l y .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r  I n ­
d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  I D B  i s  in  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  T e c h n i c a l  I n ­
f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  -  T E C H N I N E T

O bjectives o f the focal point CITIS are :

• P r o m o t e  l i n k a g e s  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p  
m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

• N e t - w o r k  w i t h  l o c a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  T e c h n o l o g y  
I n f o r m a t i o n  R e s o u r c e  C e n t r e s .

• W o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  a l l  m a j o r  G o v e r n m e n t  

F u n d e d  R & D  A g e n c i e s  a n d  r e p u t e d  
i n d u s t r i e s .

• F u n c t i o n  a s  a  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  t e c h n o l o g i e s  

a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .
• R e p a c k a g e  I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n f o r m a t i o n  

in  a n  e a s i l y  a s s i m i l a b l e  f o r m .

• D e t e r m i n e  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  

t r a n s f e r  a n d  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  
e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t e c h n o l o g i e s .

• A s s i s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  a c q u i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o n  m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  t o  s e l e c t  s u i t  

a b l e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  f o r  d i s s e m i n a t i o n .

L a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

a c c e s s  t o  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i n v e s t m e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  m a r k e t s ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  n e w  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  e n ­
t r e p r e n e u r  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  h i n d r a n c e  t o  s y s ­
t e m a t i c  p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  in  S r i  

L a n k a .  D u e  t o  t h i s  f a c t o r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g a p  b e t w e e n  

t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  

w h o  u t i l i z e  i t .  T h e  I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  C I T I S  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i d g e  

t h i s  g a p  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  d i r e c t  l i n k s  a m o n g  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  T h e  s e r v i c e s  

p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  C I T I S  a r e  : I n q u i r y  A n s w e r  S e r ­

v i c e ,  C u r r e n t  A w a r e n e s s  S e r v i c e s  (C A S ), S e l e c ­
t iv e  D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  (S D I ) , c o m p i ­

l a t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  

p r o d u c t  b u l l e t i n s ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  T e c h n o l o g y  I n ­
f o r m a t i o n  P a c k a g e s ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  s e r v i c e ,  r e f e r ­
r a l  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  f i e l d  l i a i s o n  s e r v i c e .  
K A R M A N T H A  ( J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p ­
m e n t  B o a r d ) ,  I n d u s t r i a l  N e w s l e t t e r ,  C u r r e n t  

A w a r e n e s s  S e r v i c e  B u l l e t i n ,  H a n d  B o o k  o n  h o w  
t o  s t a r t  a n  I n d u s t r y  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  p u b ­

l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  I D B . I n  a d d i t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  
p r o j e c t  p r o f i l e s  a r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o s p e c t i v e

e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  a s  b a s i c  g u i d a n c e  to  c o m m e n c e  

i n d u s t r i e s .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t  p r o f i l e s  c o u l d  b e  p u r ­
c h a s e d  f r o m  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d .

T h e  C e n t r e  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  T e c h n o l ­
o g y  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e  (C IT IS ) o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  
D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  (ID B ) h a s  l a u n c h e d  a  p r o j e c t  
o n  E l e c t r o n i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  N e t w o r k i n g  a m o n g  

S m a l l  a n d  M e d i u m  S c a l e  E n t r e p r e n e u r s  (S M E )  
s u p p o r t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  A s i a ,  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  a s ­
s i s t a n c e  o f  T e c h n o n e t  A s i a - S i n g a p o r e  in  J u l y ,  
1 9 9 8 .

O v e r a l l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  e s ­
t a b l i s h  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k ,  
a m o n g  s e l e c t e d  S M E  s u p p o r t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in  

s i x  p r o j e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  n a m e l y  

B a n g a l a d e s h ,  N e p a l ,  T h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  S r i  L a n k a ,  
T h a i l a n d  a n d  V i e t n a m  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s e r v i c e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  t o  h e l p  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  u s e r s  t o  p r o m o t e  s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m  s c a l e  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s .

T h e  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e  : 
t o  l i n k  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n e t  
a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  t o  t h e  n e t ­
w o r k  a n d  e n h a n c e  c o m p e t e n c y  i n  o r g a n i s i n g  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  n e e d s  o f  S M E s ;  
t o  p r e p a r e  S M E  f o r  b u s i n e s s  p r o m o t i o n  v i a  
I n t e r n e t  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  h e l p  t h e m  g a i n  a c c e s s  to  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s  a n d  m a r k e t s  

t h r o u g h  I n t e r n e t  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  

S M E  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s o u r c e  w e b s i t e  i n  t h e  p a r ­
t i c i p a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  a s s i s t  S M E s  a n d  t h e i r  

s u p p o r t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g lo b a l  l i n k a g e s  
f o r  t a p p i n g  n e w  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  t e c h ­
n o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

A SIA  P A C IF IC  IN FO RM ATIO N  
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T h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  C e n t r e  o f  t h e  

I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  I n s t i t u t e  (ITI) ( S u c c e s s o r  

t o  t h e  C e y l o n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  I n d u s ­
t r i a l  R e s e a r c h  -  (C IS IR ) a t  p r e s e n t  o f f e r s  a  w id e  
r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  t o  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a n d  n o n - g o v ­
e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  

a c a d e m i a  a n d  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  l i b r a r y  a t t a c h e d  t o  
t h i s  c e n t r e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 5 5  a n d  t o d a y ,  i t  
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  t e c h n i c a l  l i b r a r i e s  i n  S r i  
L a n k a  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o v e r a l l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s c i e n ­

t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  fe w  
s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  i n  S r i  L a n k a  w h i c h  m a k e  a v a i l ­
a b l e  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p u b l i c .  T h e
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c e n t r e  l a y s  m u c h  e m p h a s i s  o n  s e r v i n g  t h e  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  n e e d s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  m a i n t a i n  i t s  p o ­
s i t i o n  a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o v i d e r  o f  S  &  T  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n .  IT I i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S r i  L a n k a  S c i e n t i f i c  

a n d  T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  (S L S T I N E T ) ,  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  (A G R IN E T ), E n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l  L i b r a r i e s  N e t w o r k  (E N L I N E T )  a n d  

T r a d e  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  ( T r a d e n e t  S L .)  T h e  

c e n t r e  i s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  B u l l e t i n  B o a r d  S e r ­
v i c e  o f  t h e  E x p o r t  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  a n d  m a k e s  

a c c e s s i b l e  i t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  i t s  u s e r s ,  a n d  a l s o  l< 
p r o v i d e s  i t s  m e m b e r s  t h e  I n t e r n e t  f a c i l i t y  o n  a  

c h a r g e  b a s i s .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  t h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  

C e n t r e  o f  t h e  IT I i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  A s i a n  

P a c i f i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  o n  M e d i c i n a l  a n d  

A r o m a t i c  P l a n t s  (A P IN M A P ). T h e  N e t w o r k  w a s  

l a u n c h e d  b y  U n e s c o  in  1 9 8 7  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  b a s e d  

n e t w o r k .  I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  d e s i g n e d  in  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  

m e m b e r  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e i r  

c a p a b i l i t y  i n  c o l l e c t i n g ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  d i s s e m i n a t ­
i n g  a n d  u s i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  o n  

m e d i c i n a l  a n d  a r o m a t i c  p l a n t s .  A P IN M A P  i s  a  

v o l u n t a r y  c o - o p e r a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e  i n  t h e  A s i a  

a n d  P a c i f i c  r e g i o n  c o u n t r i e s  w h o s e  o b j e c t i v e  i s  

t o  p r o m o t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x c h a n g e  i n  t h e  f ie ld  o f  

m e d i c i n a l  a n d  a r o m a t i c  p l a n t s .

T h e  d e s i g n a t e d  n e t w o r k  c e n t r e  o f  

A P IN M A P  i s  b a s e d  i n  L o s  B a n o s ,  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  

w h i c h  i s  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  B a n k  f o r  

A s i a  (A IB A ), c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  o v e r a l l  t e c h n i c a l  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  A P IN M A P . T h e  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n  s e r v i c e s  c e n t r e  -  t h e  n o d e  o f  A P IN M A P , p r e ­
p a r e s  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  D a t a b a s e s  o n  M e d i c i n a l  a n d  

A r o m a t i c  P l a n t s  a n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  s e n t  t o  

t h e  r e g i o n a l  n e t w o r k  c e n t r e .  T h e  d a t a b a s e s  p r o ­
d u c e d  b y  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  c o n s o l i ­
d a t e d  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  d a t a b a s e  b y  A I B A , ( A g r i c u l ­
t u r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  B a n k  f o r  A s ia ) .  T h i s  d a t a b a s e  

i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  d i s k e t t e .  P r i n t e d  f o r m  i n  w h o l e  o r  

p a r t  m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d .  T h e  r e f e r r a l  d a t a b a s e  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s ,  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  

e x p e r t s  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  d i s k e t t e .  P r i n t - o u t s  

o f  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s  m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d .  T h e  f o llo w ­

i n g  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c e n t r e s  o f  A P IN M A P  :

• I n f o r m a t i o n  p a c k a g e s  o n  s p e c i a l i s e d  t o p i c s  

f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t a r g e t  g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r u r a l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  
p r e p a r e d ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  r e g i o n a l  
l e v e l .

• F a c t u a l  a n d  n u m e r i c a l  d a t a b a s e s  f o r  d e c i s i o n  

m a k e r s  a n d  p l a n n e r s ,  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  
s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  f o r

p o t e n t i a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  

• O n l in e  a c c e s s  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  d a t a b a s e s ,  u p o n  

r e q u e s t .

I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  C e n t r e  o f  t h e  I n d u s ­
t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  D i v i s i o n  c o m m e n c e d  o n  a  p r o j e c t  

t o  c o l l e c t  a n d  c o l l a t e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  
o n  s e l e c t e d  i n d u s t r i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  m e d i c i n a l  

p l a n t s  o f  S r i  L a n k a  a n d  m a k e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a n y  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n .  I n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

t e n  i n d u s t r i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p l a n t s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  

in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  b o t h  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  i n d u s ­
t r i a l i s t s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f ie ld . I n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  c o l ­

l e c t e d  f r o m  b o t h  p r i n t e d  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  s o u r c e s  

a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  a s p e c t s  s u c h  

a s  b o t a n y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  C h e m i s t r y  a n d  B i o ­

l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T w o  

d a t a b a s e s  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  u p .  O n e  w i t h  b i b l i o ­
g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n .
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S r i  L a n k a  i s  a  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

A s i a  -  P a c i f i c  R e g i o n a l  N e t w o r k  o n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  I n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  in  A p r i l  1 9 9 3  a t  t h e  1 3 th W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  

o n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h .  T h e  r e g i o n a l  

n e t w o r k  c o n s i s t s  o f  o v e r  2 4  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n ­

t r i e s  i n  t h e  A s i a -  P a c i f i c  R e g i o n  a n d  t h e  R e g i o n a l  

F o c a l  P o i n t  i s  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a b o u r  

O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( I L O )  -  A s i a  P a c i f i c  R e g i o n a l  

P r o g r a m m e  o n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  

(A S I A -O S H ) i n  B a n g k o k .

T h e  S r i  L a n k a  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  H e a l t h  

I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  (O S H I N E T )  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  1 9 9 5  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  b a s e d  N e t w o r k ,  f o l lo w in g  a  

t r i p a r t i t e  w o r k s h o p  h e l d  i n  C o l o m b o .  T h e  p r o j e c t  

w a s  j o i n t l y  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l a b o u r  

a n d  I L O /F I N N I D A  A s i a n  -  P a c i f i c  p r o g r a m m e  o n  

O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h .  M r . D a v i d  G o ld ,  
C h i e f  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r ,  A s i a n - P a c i f i c  

P r o g r a m m e  o n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  

w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  s e t t i n g  u p  t h i s  n e t w o r k  in  

S r i  L a n k a .  T h e  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  I n s t i t u t i o n s  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  f ie ld  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  a r e  

t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  n e t w o r k .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  N e t ­
w o r k  c o n s i s t s  o f  1 4  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  L i b r a r y  o f  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  H y g i e n e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t  
m e n t  o f  L a b o u r  i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  

T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  i s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  c o m m u  
n i c a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

a n d  a g e n c i e s  in v o l v e d  in  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  a n d  
I n f o r m a t i o n .
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C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  O r g a n i s a t i o n a l  P r o f i le  
o n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
o f  S r i  L a n k a n  I n s t i t u t e s  a n d  A g e n c i e s ;  m a i n t a i n ­

i n g  a  n e t w o r k  d a t a b a s e  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r ­
p o s e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  n e w s l e t t e r  t i t l e d  

T h e  S r i  L a n k a  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  

I n f o r m a t i o n  N e t w o r k  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  

g u i d a n c e  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  a r e  
t h e  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  O S H I N E T .

N ATION AL L IB R A R Y  N ETW O RK O F! 
S R I LA N K A \N M liE T

CONCLUSION

M a n a g e m e n t  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a n y  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s .  T h e r e f o r e  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s  m u s t  b e  a l i g n e d  w i t h  

t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  i f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i s  t o  h a v e  a n y  v a l u e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  o b j e c t i v e s .  P r e s e n t l y  i n  S r i  

L a n k a ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t h o s e  a r e  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  h a v e  o f t e n  p r e p a r e d  t o  m a k e  u s e  

o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f f e r e d  b y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h ­
n o l o g y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a v e n u e s .

L i b r a r y  N e t w o r k s  i n  S r i  L a n k a  h a s  h a d  

f l u c t u a t i n g  f o r t u n e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  tw o  d e c a d e s .  

T h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n ­
t r e  h a s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  r i s e  a n d  f a l l  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  

n e t w o r k s .  T h e  e x i s i t i n g  l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k s  i n  S r i  

L a n k a ,  a r e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
S o m e  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k s  a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  v e r y  w e ll ,  
b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  f a c i n g  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  p a u ­
c i t y  o f  b o t h  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  q u a l i t y  l i b r a r i a n s ,  fi­
n a n c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  l i b r a r i e s ,  l a c k  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  l a c k  

o f  v i s i o n  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  a t  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  c a n  

b e  c i t e d  a s  s o m e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  s o m e  
n e t w o r k s .

T a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  

a s  t h e  p r e m i e r  g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  

l i b r a r y  f ie ld , t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  D o c u m e n ­
t a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  S r i  L a n k a ,  h a d  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  c o ­
o r d i n a t e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k  i n  S r i  

L a n k a .  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  c o n s i d e r s  i t  a  d u t y  to  

a s s i s t  t h e  l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k s  a n d  f o r m e d  a  n e t w o r k  
n a m e d  N A T N E T  i n  1 9 9 6 .

T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k  i s  t o  

c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k s  in  

S r i  L a n k a .  O t h e r  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  : i m p r o v i n g  c o ­
o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k s ,  t o  f in d  o u t  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  n e t ­
w o r k s  a n d  in  w h a t  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

L i b r a r y  c a n  a s s i s t  n e w  a n d  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e a k  
n e t w o r k s ,  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  

a n d  a s s i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  e t c .  I t  h a s  s t a r t e d  
p u b l i s h i n g  a  n e w s l e t t e r  n a m e d  N A T N E T  L A N K A  
i n  1 9 9 7 ,  w h i c h  i s  a  b i - a n n u a l  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I t  h a s  

p u b l i s h e d  f o u r  i s s u e s  u p  t o  e n d  o f  1 9 9 8 .  T h r o ­
u g h  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r ,  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  D o c u ­
m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e  h o p e s  t o  g iv e  p u b l i c i t y  t o  a c ­
t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  L i b r a r y  

N e t w o r k s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  N e t w o r k s  i n  

S r i  L a n k a .

N e t w o r k s  h a v e  t h e i r  n e e d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e i r  a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  e x i s t e n c e .  E i t h e r  

t h e i r  s u c c e s s  o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  w ill  d e p e n d  o n  t h e i r  

a b i l i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  m e e t  

t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  m a d e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
t o  s e t  u p  t h e  n e t w o r k .

P r e s e n t l y ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k s  i n  S r i  
L a n k a  a r e  f a c i n g  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s .  W h e n  s o m e  o f  
t h e s e  n e t w o r k s  w e r e  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  l a t e  

1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e  p r o d u c t s ,  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  
l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a n d l i n g  o f  S r i  L a n k a .  
I n  1 9 8 0 s ,  t h e s e  n e t w o r k s  a d o p t e d  n e w  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n  p r o c e s s i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h e  n e t w o r k s  e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 9 0 s ,  a r e  l ik e  t h o s e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  

t o d a y .  T h e  n e t w o r k s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  a d o p t i n g  t h e  

a v a i l a b l e  m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  s t a r t e d  

a d o p t i n g  n e w  c o n c e p t s  s u c h  a s  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a n d  i n t e g r a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a v e n u e s  a n d  
l i n k a g e s  b e t w e e n  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  n e t w o r k s .  I t  i s  

n o t  p o s s i b l e  e i t h e r  a n y  s i n g l e  s y s t e m  o r  a  n e t ­
w o r k  to  r e s p o n d  t o  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  s e r v i c e s .  B u t  

i t  w il l  b e  f e a s i b l e  t o  r e s p o n s e  t h r o u g h  a n d  e l e c ­

t r o n i c  n e t w o r k  o f  n e t w o r k s .
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Ministry of Plan 
Implementation Library 

- Sariputra Teacher Training 
College Library, Nittambuva.

ference

The 67th annual conference of International 
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions 
(IFLA) was held from 16-25 August 2001 in 
Bostan, United States. Mr.M.S.U.Amarasiri, Direc­
tor General, NLDSB, Ms. Nalini de Silva 
Wijenayake, Librarian, Central Bank of Sri Lanka 
and Ms.Premila Gamage, Librarian, Institute of 
Policy Studies participated the conference repre­
senting Sri Lanka.
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N A T I O N A L  L I B R A R Y  O F  S R I  L A N K A

Services:

Reference, Docum ent D elivery, Inter Library Lending 
Bibliographical Services, Union Catalogue, Referral, 
Reprographic etc. Institutional membership facilities  
are vailable.

Collections :

• Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, D ictionaries, 
Year books, Maps and a collection  o f  Rare B ooks

• Newspaper C ollection (from 1976) - Sinhalese, Tamil, 
English and International Newspapers

• Periodicals
• National, International N ew s M agazines
• Science and T echnology C ollection
• Library Science C ollection
* UNESCO C ollection
• C ollection o f  Ola Leaves
• A large collection  o f  B ooks on E conom ics, Political 

Science, Social Science, R eligion , L inguistics, 
Literature, Geography, History, Art, M usic, Sports etc.

e (CD-ROM ) Facilities for Science Citation Index. 
Library and Information Science Abstracts 
(LISA PLUS) HORTCD, and Current Contents on  
D iskette

The Reader Services Division o f the National Library is opened
from

Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

For further details, Please contact :
H ead
Reader Services D ivision ,
National Library and D ocum entation Centre 
14, Independence Avenue,
Colombo 07.

T ele : 6 7 4 3 8 6 , 6 8 5 1 9 7 , Fax :68 5 2 0 1 . E  mail : natlib@ slk.lk, URL : http://w w w .slt.lk/nlib
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