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National Library and Documentation Ser-
vices Board is served as the national agency/centre
for three important International Numbering projects
namely ISBN, ISMN and ISSN.

ISBN stands for International Standard
Book Number and it is a short, machine readable
code that identifies unambiguously any book pub-
lished internationally. The ISBN accompanies the
publishers product from production through distri-
bution to sale. The introduction of the ISBN led to
the simplification of ordering, stock controlling and
accounting in many branches of the book industry.

ISMN stands for International Standard
Music Number and may be considered a subset of
ISBN. The ISMN is not targeted at sound or video
recordings as well as not used for books on music
which should receive an ISBN. ISMN offers the
options of complete rationalization of Music Pub-
lishing.

Considering the ISSN, it is the International
Standard Serial Number which provides a brief,
unique and unambiguous identification code for
serial publications. Serials are resources for which
additional information is supplied indefinitely in
succession of discrete parts. Serials include jour-
nals, magazines, electronic journals, directories,
annual reports, newspapers, newsletters of an event
and monographic series.

Most of the publishers in Sri Lanka aware
of Standard Numbers and they make requests for
ISBN, ISMN and ISSN before printing the publi-
cation. But there are some problems encounter
when these projects are being implemented.

ISSN and ISMN are assigned mainly ac-
cording to the publishing capacity of a particular
publisher as well as the type of publisher such as
commercial publishers, government and non gov-
ernment institutional publishers and author/private
publishers. Most of the people who involved in this
industry publishers do not know the real meaning

of the “publisher”. In most of the cases author or
printer is considered as the publisher.When apply-
ing for ISBN according to the publishers informa-
tion if it is categorised as an author publisher how-
ever when it comes to printing they use another
institute as the publisher. In that case our assign-
ment of ISBN/ISMN is wrong as the number is
issued to an Author Publisher. Further some of the
authors/writers may change the publisher after ob-
taining the ISBN/ISMN without informing the na-
tional agency.

Another problem that occurs with ISBN/
ISMN is incorrect printing of the number. Some-
times the number is printed without printing ISBN/
ISMN M as well as with missing digits, print false
ISBN numbers and parts of the ISBN is not cor-
rectly separated. Some times two ISBNs may be
printed in one book and not printed in the standard
size of letters (Iesser than twelve point)

One of he other problems in implementing
the Standard Numbering projects is that publishers
do not know when to get ISBNs/ISMNSs. In most
cases reprints are assigned with new ISBNs and
new editions are published with the previous
ISBNSs.
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* The NLDSB has conducted following training
programmes for the benefit of Public Librarians.

e 27-30 July 2001 - Library Attendants in West-
ern Province at the NLDSB auditorium.

* 12-15 September 2001 - Librarians and Library
Assistants in North and East Province at the

Hall, Trincomalee.

Town

Seminar on evaluating the activities of Conser-
vation Centres was held in 30th August 2001 at
the NLDSB auditorium. 29 Librarians from Public
Libraries participated.

NLDSB organized a seminar for school children
in Colombo District to mark the Literary Month.
69 students from three schools participated at the
seminar and books valued upto Rs. 7500/- donated
to each school.

«  Workshop on planning the library services in
North Western Province was held on 12th July
2001 at the Training Centre, Wariyapola.

«  Workshop on “Computer and Internet” was
held on 12th September 2001 at the Public Li
brary Auditorium, Baddegama. It was specially
organized for school children and about 350
students participated.
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»  Workshop for the development of Libraries in
Teacher Training Colleges in Uva Province
was held from 29-30 September 2001.

»  Workshop on Ola leaf conservation was held
from 28-30 September 2001 at the NLDSB.

« Workshop on “Research Methods” on Com-
merce and Management was held on 7th Sep-
tember 2001 at the National Library Audito-
rium. Key note address was delivered by
Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara, Director, Post-
graduate Institute of Management. Prof. W I
Siriweera, Vice Chancellar University of
Rajarata, Mr.Lalith Weerathunga, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Education, Mr. Henry
Samaranayake, Chairman, NLDSB, M S U
Amarasiri, Director General, NLDSB delivered
the lectures at the inaugration. Many research-
ers in the field of Management & Commerce
participated in the seminar.

Ms. Chitra Swarnalatha of NLDSB took part
in a training programme at the Book Aid Interna-
tional, UK from 9% July to 18® August 2001. Main
objective of her training was to aware the proce-
dure of book selection & distribution practised by
the institute.

National Library and Documentation Services
Board has donated books to 47 school libraries,
05 Public Libraries, 02 Pirivena Libraries and 10
other Libraries during the third quarter of the year
2001. The value of the donation is Rs. 491560.00

)

CIP data were issued for 161 Publications dur-
ing the third quarter of 2001.

Following are the topics and lecturers of National

Library Lecture series during July - September
2001.

Lecturer Topic

Ms. Amara Nananyakkara 9gxs’ e®3350t
s HEDirencw

8Ere nBxIOVss

Mr.Ranjith Dharmakirthi Dey>  ®Idvecs
D123 €33 m1Ecs
870830 eedm
e?

Mr. M.S.U.Amarasiri 2001 IFLA

Ms.Nalini de Silva conference

Wijenayaka

Ms.Premila Gamage

Following book exhibitions were organized
by the NLDSB during July - September 2001.

20-23 July - Youth Centre, Anuradhapura

01-05 September - Colombo International Book
Fair BMICH, Colombo.

25-29 September - National Library and Docu
mentation Services Board.

The details of International Standard Numbers

issued for Sti Lankan Publications during July-Sep-
tember 2001 as follows.

International Standard Book Numbers - 827
International Standard Serial Numbers - 15
International Standard Music Numbers - 01

NLDSB has upgraded following libraries to

Grade III and Supra grade.

Grade I11 - Ministry of Justice Library
Ministry of Constitution and
Industrial  Development
Library
Cont. on 31
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INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND NETWORKS OF
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL LIBRARIES AND
INFORMATION CENTRES IN
SRI LANKA *

JANAKI FERNANDO
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
NATIONAL LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

The National Science Foundation (NSF)

in 1998, is the legal successor to the Natural
Resources, Energy and Science Authority of Sri
Lanka (NARESA) which was set up in 1981. The
Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical Information
Centre (SLSTIC) of NSF is the national focal point
of information networks on science and tech-
nology (S&T). The main aim of SLSTIC is to im-
prove efficiency of the system of scientific librar-
ies and Information Centres in Sri Lanka
through organizing programmes, projects and
services for sharing of resources and exchange
of information. Key objectives of the network
are to support to build an effective information
infrastructure.in the field of S&T to take the
leadership in the organization of information on
the S&T subset of the national information su-
per highway to help end users to define their
needs, learn to use the available system and gain
access to the information they need, and to share
resources available at member libraries.

Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical Infor-
mation Network (SLSTINET) being the first li-
brary network in Sri Lanka, was formally estab-
lished in 1979, with the co-operation of other lo-
cal scientific and technical libraries, with SLSTIC
as the focal point as well as the coordinating body
for Science and Technology Information Networks
in Sri Lanka. SLSTINET is a non-profit organi-

which is a state funded authority, established

zation serving to develop strategies for informa-
tion distribution and access in the field of Sci-
ence and Technology. This network was started
with 30 libraries and the number of participat-
ing S&T libraries has presently increased up to
120. Membership includes Libraries and Infor-
mation Centres in the field of S&T, institutions
which do not have professional librarians but are
willing to share resources. The role of members
is to assist various end-user communities in
gaining access to information. SLSTINET pro-
vides access to a wide array of library products
and services and acts.as a catalyst through which

S&T libraries and Information Centres can pool
their resources.

Development of UNICAST (Union Cata-
logue of Scientific and Technical Books), UNILIST
(Union List of Scientific and Technical Periodi-
cals), Co-operative Acquisition plan for Abstract-
ing and Indexing Journals CAP (A&l), are some
of the co-operative activities of the SLSTINET.
The latest version of Micro CDS/ISIS is used to
develop local databases which has a capability of

- supporting'a Local Area Network (LAN). Some of

the databases developed are : SLSTIC - for Books
Reprints, Pamphlets, Reports and Periodical Ar-
ticles ; SLSI Local Pamphlets, Reports, Periodi-
cal Articles ; ULIST - Union List of Periodicals
held in SLSTINET Libraries ; SLSTEP - Lists all
S&T Personnel in Sri Lanka ; DBOSR - On-going

research in S&T in Sri Lanka; and RGRA - Final
reports produced on NARESA grants.

Through exhibitions SLSTINET has made
attempts to create an awareness among the sci-
entific community as well as the general public
on the resources and services available at S&T
libraries and Information Centres in Sri Lanka.
These exhibitions, it has attempted to introduce
new IT and provide a forum to demonstrate and
explain how to utilize the technologies in infor-
mation management.

* Paper

presented at the Workshop on Exploitation and Utilization ol
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Since 1981 SLSTINET newsletter was
published bi-monthly and ceased its publishing
in 1991. There after, SLSTINET news was
publicised in the NARESA newsletter. This keep
the participants informed of the new develop-
ments, important events, forthcoming meetings
etc. of the network.

The four sub networks established under
SLSTINET are AGRINET, HELLIS, ENLINET and
TECHNINET. Later the responsibility of co-ordi-
nation was delegated to other libraries in relevant
disciplines. These networks are interconnected
with SLSTINET.

Sub Network Focal Point

AGRINET Council for Agricultural Re
search Policy (CARP)

HELLIS University of Colombo, Me-
dia cal Library (UCML)

ENLINET Central Environmental Au-
thority (CEA)

TECHNINET Industrial Development

Board (IDB)

Agricultural Information Network
(AGRINET) was formed in 1982 as a sub network
of SLSTINET. Subject coverage is agriculture.
The network activities were coordinated by
NARESA and Coconut Research Institute respec-
tively from 1982-1994. Since 1995 council for
Agricultural Research Policy Library (CARP) is
serving as the focal point of the network. The
network started with 24 libraries attached to re-
search and development organizations in the
fields of Agricultural Education, Extension and
Training, Agrarian Studies, Animal Husbandry,
Crop Husbandry, Fisheries, Food Sciences, For-
estry, Irrigation, Veterinary Sciences etc; and
at present the membership increased upto 35
| libraries.

The aim of the network is to promote
sharing and developing resources and informa-
tion on agriculture, among member libraries .to
cater to the information needs of Agricultural Ad-
ministrators, Engineers, Scientists, Extension
personnel and others interested in agriculture
by providing library, documentation and informa-
tion services. Selective Dissemination of con-
tents page (SDCP) service, procurement of pho-
tocopies of journal articles, compilation of spe-
cialized subject bibliographies, Inter Library

Loans, Literature Searches on request, using
international databases eg. AGRIS, AGRICOILA ;
and CD-ROM databases available through
AGRINET such as Current Contents on Diskette,
Science Citation Index, AGRIS, Tree - CD,
Agricola, TROPAG, Aqualine, SWRA, CAB-CD,
HORT CD, Rationalization of Periodicals, and
compilation of Union List of Agricultural Peri--
odicals UNILIST/AGRI, Co-operative Acquisition
Plan for Agricultural Periodicals (CAP/AGRI) User
Seminars, Training Programmes, conduct Meet-
ings and Workshops are most effective AGRINET
services.

Joint special bibliographies compiled by
the network are : Bibliography on Pineapple (as
a hard copy), Sri Lanka National Agricultural Bib-
liography and Bibliography on Mango (as Elec-
tronic Bibliographic Databases). An information
system based on CDS/ISIS had been developed
for AGRINET. This system which is known as
AIS (AGRINET Information System) is capable of
handling cataloguing of Books and Serials, In-
dexing, SDCP services etc. It could be used to
obtain information products such as bibliogra-
phies, user directories, organization directories,
book accession registers etc. AIS had been in-
stalled in all participating libraries in the net-
work which had computers. Most of the libraries
have already started there automated catalogues.

AGRINET has built up an Agricultural
Meta Database System, to provide upto date ag-
ricultural data in a machine readable and user
friendly form to its clients who are primarily ag-
ricultural scientists, extension officers, planners
and the private sector. A large number and a
wide variety of useful agricultural database
namely, production, agronomic, agro-chemical,
Socio-economic, demographic, research projects
data etc; have been assembled to build up a meta
database of this system using CDS/ISIS software
package. It contains 85 records in this meta
Database and can be accessed by source, sub-
ject, attribute, key words or description.

Under the National Environmental Infor-

mation System, the Central Environmental Au-
thority (CEA) established the Environmental Li-
brary Network (ENLINET) of Sri Lanka in 1993 as
a sub network of SLSTINET. Subject coverage is
environment and the network consists of 20 li-
braries attached to organisations interested in
environmental matters and the Central Environ-
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mental Authority (CEA) Library functions as the
National Environmental Information Centre as
well as the focal point of the network.

Objectives of the network are : to coordi-
nate the resources, efforts and services of the
participating environmental libraries with the
aim of providing effective services to the users
of environmental Information, systematic devel-
opment of information sources of the libraries
within the network and drawing up of coopera-
tive programmes for utilisation, sharing and
transferring of information sources among the
participating libraries of the network.

Compilation of the Union Catalogue of En-
vironmental Books (UNICEB), compilation of the
Union List of Environmental periodicals (UNILEP),
Selective Dissemination of Content Pages in the
form of a Contents Page Bulletin, conducts meet-
ings, workshops and seminars can be mentioned
as most effective cooperative programmes of the
ENLINET. For the benefit of its environmental
users, computerised databases of environmen-
tal related information is being created using the
Micro CDS/ISIS software package. The data-
bases are - Environmental Index - A database
created to record newspaper articles relating to
environmental subjects; Experts Database records
information on scientists, technologists, admin-
istrators and other professional environmental-
ists engaged in environmental activities. It pro-
vides their fields of speciality, particulars of their
projects and publications.

The Health Science Library, Literature
and Information System was organized by the
World Health Organization (WHO) as an informa-
tion project for the developing countries. Prior-
ity was given to develop HELLIS at the national
level and the national focal points were estab-
lished in Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indonesia,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. Health Litera-
ture Libraries and information services (HELLIS)
Sri Lanka is the local network which is another
sub-network of SLSTINET, established in 1979.
The University of Colombo, Medical Library
(UCML) is the focal point of the network. Itis a
co-operative resource sharing network of health
science libraries in Sri Lanka, established with
a view to fulfill a long felt need of providing con-
venient access to bio medical and health care
information resources to researchers, practitio-

ners, health educators, health policy planners,
indepth scholars, health comfnunicators, stu-
dents and others involved in the health sectors
in Sri Lanka who seeks health information.
HELLIS network comprises of 20 Health Science
Libraries and Information Centres in the coun-
try and the subject coverage is Medicine and
Health. It consists of two types of networks :

(i) The National Network with a focal point

(ii) The Regional Network of the non directed
type consisting of the National focal points,
with WHO/SEARO (World Health
Organisation/South East Asia Regional
Office) -

The objectives of the network are : to fa-
cilitate easy access to health information re-
sources available within the country and the re-
gion, provide guidance and assistance to iden-
tify and locate health information resources
available within the region, provide assistance
to network members to improve health informa-
tion services provided by them, encourage and
promote efficient use of health information re-
sources by the health sector, enhance the qual-
ity of health information services within the
country and the region through development of
skills of the personnel engaged in health infor-
mation services.

Being a specialised network of health li-
braries, Documentation centres and Information
centres committed to the collection building and
dissemination of health information, some ac-
tivities of HELLIS are : provides access to infor-
mation on Health Research, Health Policy and
Plans, Medical Information, Reports and Biblio-
graphical Data; provides access to literature on
Medical Sciences, Allopathy and Ayurveda, Com-
munity Health and Health Education, maintain
resources sharing and document delivery ser-
vices through exchange of resources, donations
to member libraries and Inter library lending,
maintenance of the WHO bibliographic data
bases such as SEALIS, WHOLIS, IMSEAR, pro-
vides referral services, photocopies of articles on
request, Selective Dissemination of Information
(SDI) and Current Awareness Services (CAS),
access to MEDLINE (Medical Literature Analy-
sis and Retrieval System), compilation of bibli-
ographies and indexes, training cources, work-
shops and seminars for librarians and users of
the HELLIS Sri Lanka network, and Indexing Ser-
vices to index medicus WHO South East Asia.

emmIE Howds 22/3 2001 &8 - esesm®a0

25

A ey -gs‘,m‘




The Sri Lanka Export Development Board
(SLEDB, which is commonly known as the EDB)
is the premier state organisation dealing with
the promotion and development of exports from
Sri Lanka. EDB was established in 1979 and at
present its under the Ministry of Internal and
External Trade, Commerce and Food. The Trade
Information Service is one of the divisions of the
Export Development Board.

In order to provide timely dissemination
of trade information to Exporters, Businessmen,
Trade Chambers, Policy Makers, Officers of Min-
istries and Statutory Bodies, Prospective Buyers
of Sri Lankan Products and Investors, the Min-
istry of Internal and External Trade, Commerce
and Food established the Trade Information Net-
work (Tradenet SL). Trade Information includes;
Information about products, product diversifica-
tion, distribution channels, market trends, con-
sumer preferences, trade opportunities, buyers,
trade information, competitors, prices and trade
regulations in markets of supplying country,
cargo handling, custom procedures and trade sta-
tistics.

Objectives of the Tradenet SL are : De-
velopment of a computerised trade information
service; setting up of trade information servers;
setting up computer networks at EDB; Develop-
ment of computer facilities at organisations iden-
tified by the Ministry and EDB. (These include
EDB Regional Centres, Ministry of Internal and
External Trade, Commerce and Food and World
Trade Coordinating Centre (WTCC); link up these
organisation with EDB to provide accessibility to
the information available at Tradenet SL; setup
or help setup similar computer facilities at other
relevant government and business organisations;
link these organisations with EDB so that they
have access to information available at Tradenet
SL and vice versa and provision of internet ser-
vices.

Tradenet SL mission is to identify the
user needs of business information for Sri
Lankan Trade, and provide information in the
most usable form. Tradenet SL services are :
Trade Information on Web and Bulletin Board
Service (BBS), E-mail, Internet and International
database searches. Other services are electronic
advertising and trade promotions, setting up of
WEB sites and setting up of computer networks.

The Services are focus on : development of an
need based integrated computerised information
system, covering all aspects of business infor-
mation; timely dissemination of information
through advisory services, information searches,
Inquiry services, publications, seminars and
workshops, audio-visual aids and using electronic
communication links; direct access to interna-
tional information services; products and mar-
ket information, specifically on suppliers, stan-
dards & specifications, trade statistics, tarriff in-
formation, market trends, export products, con-
sumer preferences, prices, buyers, competitors,
trade fairs, market profiles, product profiles ex-
porters directory and company profiles, promo-
tional activities, Sri Lanka economy, trade in-
quiries, business opportunities, information
searchers on request, EDB news, trade policies
other sites and bibliographic information. Elec-
tronic links of Tradenet SL to global sources are
: DIALOG, DATASTAR, TRADSTAT, GREENBUSS,
COMTRADE and INTERNET.

Integrated computerised information sys-
tem of the Trade Information Services consists
of an Automated Business Library and an In-
house databases. The business library has a rich
collection of primary & secondary sources such
as research studies, journals, directories etc. In
house databases have designed to provide the
latest information in minimum time cover such
as international prices for selected commodities,
international buyers, Sri Lanka suppliers and
manufactures, products and Market data, Sri
Lankan trade statistics and trade statistics of
competitor countries.

: Technical Information Network
(TECHNINET) was established in 1991 as a sub-
network of SLSTINET, with the aim of develop-
ing the facilities for Technical Information in Sri
Lanka, improving the activities of exchanging
technical information to assist the development
of resources and the staff of the member librar-
ies of the network, and to implement programmes
on exchange of resources. At the begining it was
decided to have the major Technical Libraries
in Sri Lanka as the member libraries of the net-
work. TECHNINET was started with 14 libraries
and the Centre for Industrial Technology Infor-
mation Services (CITIS) of the Industrial Devel-
opment Board [IDB] was designated as the Focal
Point. The major technical libraries such as
Centre for Industrial Technology Information
Services, National Science Foundation (previ-
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ously NARESA), Industrial Technology Institute
(Previously CISIR), Export Development Board,
National Design Centre, National Building Re-
search Organisation, University of Moratuwa, Sri
Lanka Standards Institution, Registrar of Patents
and Trade Marks, Sri Lanka Business Develop-
ment Centre etc. were the participating librar-
ies of the network. However this network didn’t
function properly. At present, the Centre for In-
dustrial Technology Information of the IDB is in
the process of re-establishing the Technical In-
formation Network — TECHNINET

Objectives of the focal point CITIS are :

* Promote linkages with industrial develop
ment organisations.

e Net-work with local and external Technology
Information Resource Centres.

¢ Work closely with all major Government
Funded R&D Agencies and reputed
industries.

e Function as a repository of technologies
available within the country.

¢ Repackage Industrial Technology Information
in an easily assimilable form.

e Determine the mechanisms of technology
transfer and function as a vehicle for
effective transfer of technologies.

e Assist organisations to acquire information
on modern technologies and to select suit
able technologies for dissemination.

Lack of information or the inability to
access to available information on investment
opportunities, markets, management, new de-
velopments and innovations required by the en-
trepreneur has become a major hindrance to sys-
tematic planning and decision making in Sri
Lanka. Due to this factor, there is a gap between
the sources of information and the entrepreneurs
who utilize it. The Industrial Technology Infor-
mation Service of the CITIS is designed to bridge
this gap by establishing direct links among in-
formation and the entrepreneur. The services
provided by the CITIS are : Inquiry Answer Ser-
vice, Current Awareness Services (CAS), Selec-
tive Dissemination of Information (SDI), compi-
lation of subject bibliographies, compilation of
product bulletins, preparation of Technology In-
formation Packages, translation service, refer-
ral service, and field liaison service.
KARMANTHA (Journal of the Industrial Develop-
ment Board), Industrial Newsletter, Current
Awareness Service Bulletin, Hand Book on how
to start an Industry are some of the regular pub-
lications of the IDB. In addition more than 100
project profiles are made available to prospective

entrepreneurs, as basic guidance to commence
industries. These project profiles could be pur-
chased from the Industrial Development Board.

The Centre for Industrial and Technol-
ogy Information Service (CITIS) of the Industrial
Development Board (IDB) has launched a project
on Electronic Communication Networking among
Small and Medium Scale Entrepreneurs (SME)
support organisations in Asia, with financial as-

sistance of Technonet Asia-Singapore in July,
1998.

Overall objective of this project is to es-
tablish and electronic communication network,
among selected SME support organisations in
six project participating countries namely
Bangaladesh, Nepal, The Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Vietnam for information collection,
dissemination and to promote new information
services based on the Internet to hélp informa-
tion users to promote small and medium scale
entrepreneurs.

The specific objectives of the project are :
to link participating institutions to the Internet|,
and develop their existing capacity to the net-
work and enhance competency in organising in-
formation services, based on the needs of SMEs;
to prepare SME for business promotion via
Internet facilities and help them gain access to
international information sources and markets
through Internet facilities; and to establish an
SME information resource website in the par-
ticipating institutions to assist SMEs and their
support organisations to establish global linkages
for tapping new business opportunities and tech-
nological information.

‘The Information Services Centre of the

Industrial Technology Institute (ITI) (Successor
to the Ceylon Institute of scientific and Indus-
trial Research — (CISIR) at present offers a wide
range of services to governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organisations, individuals, the
academia and industry. The library attached to
this centre was established in 1955 and today, it
is one of the largest technical libraries in Sri
Lanka with the best overall collection of scien-
tific and technical literature. It is one of the few
special libraries in Sri Lanka which make avail-
able its resources to the interested public. The
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centre lays much emphasis on serving the in-
formation needs of the industrial sector of the
country, and at the same time maintain its po-
sition as the leading provider of S & T informa-
tion. ITI is a member of the Sri Lanka Scientific
and Technical Information Network (SLSTINET),
Agricultural Information Network (AGRINET), En-
vironmental Libraries Network (ENLINET) and
Trade Information Network (Tradenet SL.) The
centre is connected to the Bulletin Board Ser-
vice of the Export Development Board and makes
accessible its information to its users, and also
provides its members the Internet facility on a
charge basis.

Internationally the Information Services
Centre of the ITI is the focal point for the Asian
Pacific Information Network on Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants (APINMAP). The Network was
launched by Unesco in 1987 as a regional based
network. It is primarily designed in assisting the
member countries for the improvement of their
capability in collecting, processing, disseminat-
ing and using research information and data on
medicinal and aromatic plants. APINMAP is a
voluntary co-operative programme in the Asia
and Pacific region countries whose objective is
to promote information exchange in the field of
medicinal and aromatic plants.

The designated network centre of
APINMAP is based in Los Banos, Philippines,
which is the Agricultural Information Bank for
Asia (AIBA), coordinates the overall technical in-
formation activities of APINMAP. The informa-
tion services centre — the node of APINMAP, pre-
pares Bibliographic Databases on Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants and the information is sent to
the regional network centre. The databases pro-
duced by the participating countries are consoli-
dated as a regional database by AIBA, (Agricul-
ture Information Bank for Asia). This database
is available in diskette. Printed form in whole or
part may be requested. The referral database of
information sources, research institutions and
experts is also available in diskette. Print-outs
of specific items may be requested. The follow-
ing products and services are also available for
participating centres of APINMAP :

¢ Information packages on specialised topics
for different target groups, including rural
communities and health authorities are also
prepared, either at the country or regional
level.

¢ Factual and numerical databases for decision
makers and planners, for researchers,
scientists and health care personnel and for

)

potential entrepreneurs
¢ Online access to commercial databases, upon
request.

Information Services Centre of the Indus-
trial Technology Division commenced on a project
to collect and collate the information available
on selected industrially important medicinal
plants of Sri Lanka and make this information |
accessible to any interested person. In this project
ten industrially important plants were selected
in consultation with both researchers and indus-
trialists working in the field. Information was col-
lected from both printed and electronic sources
and information was classified into aspects such
as botany and Agriculture, Chemistry and Bio-
logical activity and Industrial applications. Two
databases have been built up. One with biblio-
graphical information and other with the actual
information.

Sri Lanka is a founding member of the
Asia — Pacific Regional Network on Occupational
Safety and Health Information which was estab-
lished n April, 1993 at the 13™ World Congress
on Occupational Safety and Health. The regional
network consists of over 24 participating coun-
tries in the Asia- Pacific Region and the Regional
Focal Point is the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) - Asia Pacific Regional
Programme on Occupational Safety and Health
(ASIA-OSH) in Bangkok.

"The Sri Lanka Occupational Safety Health
Information Network (OSHINET) was established
in 1995 as a regional based Network, following a
tripartite workshop held in Colombo. The project
was jointly organised by the department of labour
and ILO/FINNIDA Asian - Pacific programme on
Occupational Safety and Health. Mr. David Gold,
Chief Technical Advisor, Asian-Pacific
Programme on Occupational Safety and Health
was instrumental in setting up this network in
Sri Lanka. The libraries and Institutions related
to the field of Occupational Safety and Health are
the members of this network. The National Net-
work consists of 14 participants, Library of the
Division of Occupational Hygiene of the Depart-
ment of Labour is the focal point of the network.
The aim of the network is to strengthen commu-
nication and collaboration among the institutions
and agencies involved in occupational safety and

“ Information.
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Compilation of the Organisational Profile
on Occupational Safety and Health capabilities
of Sri Lankan Institutes and Agencies; maintain-
ing a network database for administrative pur-
poses, publication of the network newsletter titled
The Sri Lanka Occupational Safety and Health
Information Network Newsletter and providing
guidance for new members of the network are
the major activities of OSHINET.

Library Networks in Sri Lanka has had
fluctuating fortunes during the last two decades.
The National Library and Documentation Cen-
tre has witnessed the rise and fall of a number of
networks. The exisiting library networks in Sri
Lanka, are at different stages of development.
Some of the networks are functioning very well,
but the majority are facing problems. The pau-
city of both qualified and quality librarians, fi-
nancial constraints, insufficient co-operation
from participating libraries, lack of training, lack
of vision and enthusiasm at the focal points can

be cited as some reasons for the failures of some
networks.

Taking into consideration these factors,
as the premier government organisation in the
library field, the National Library and Documen-
tation Centre, Sri Lanka, had taken steps to co-
ordinate the existing library network in Sri
Lanka. National Library considers it a duty to

assist the library networks and formed a network
named NATNET in 1996.

The main objective of the network is to
co-ordinate the activities of library networks in
Sri Lanka. Other objectives are : improving co-
operation among library networks, to find out the
problems encountered by the existing library net-
works and in what ways and means the National
Library can assist new and comparatively weak
networks, co-ordinating training programmes
and assisting library networks to improve their
activities and performances etc. It has started
publishing a newsletter named NATNET LANKA
in 1997, which is a bi-annual publication. It has
published four issues up to end of 1998. Thro-
ugh this Newsletter, National Library and Docu-
mentation Centre hopes to give publicity to ac-
tivities of the Scientific and Technical Library
Networks as well as the other Networks in
Sri Lanka.

CONCLUSION

Management of Information in any
organisation is usually achieved through the
organisational information systems. Therefore
the information systems must be aligned with
the organisations objectives and if information
is to have any value, it must be used to support
the organisations objectives. Presently in Sri
Lanka, organisations those are in the informa-
tion industry, have often prepared to make use
of the opportunities offered by information tech-

nology to improve the means of access to infor-
mation and communication avenues.

Networks have their needs, as well as
their aims and objectives for existence. Either
their success or the failure will depend on their
ability to generate products and services to meet

the expectations of those who made the decision
to set up the network.

Presently, most of the networks in Sri
Lanka are facing new challenges. When some of
these networks were first established in late
1970s, the products, services and activities were
limited to the information handling of Sri Lanka.
In 1980s, these networks adopted new informa-
tion processing technologies. The networks es-
tablished in 1990s, are like those in existence
today. The networks are continuing adopting the
available modern technologies, they have started
adopting new concepts such as multidisciplinary
and integrated information services through the
development of communication avenues and
linkages between and among the networks. It is
not possible either any single system or a net-
work to respond to multidisciplinary services. But
it will be feasible to response through and elec-
tronic network of networks.
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Continued From 16

of Plan

Ministry and

Implementation Library
- Sariputra Teacher Training
College Library, Nittambuva.

Supra Grade

The 67th annual conference of International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) was held from 16-25 August 2001 in
Bostan, United States. Mr.M.S.U.Amarasiri, Direc-
tor General, NLDSB, Ms. Nalini de Silva
Wijenayake, Librarian, Central Bank of Sri Lanka
and Ms.Premila Gamage, Librarian, Institute of
Policy Studies participated the conference repre-
senting Sri Lanka.
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

Services:

Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending
Bibliographical Services, Union Catalogue, Referral,
Reprographic etc. Institutional membership facilities
are vailable.

Collections :

»  Reference Materials - Encyclopedias, Dictionaries,
Year books, Maps and a collection of Rare Books

*  Newspaper Collection (from 1976) - Sinhalese, Tamil,
English and International Newspapers

e  Periodicals

* National, International News Magazines

* Science and Technology Collection

» Library Science Collection

e UNESCO Collection

»  Collection of Ola Leaves

* A large collection of Books on Economics, Political
Science, Social Science, Religion, Linguistics,
Literature, Geography, History, Art, Music, Sports etc.

e (CD-ROM) Facilities for Science Citation Index.
Library and Information Science Abstracts
(LISA PLUS) HORTCD, and Current Contents on
Diskette

The Reader Services Division of the National Library is opened
from
Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

For further details, Please contact :
Head
Reader Services Division,
National Library and Documentation Centre

14, Independence Avenue,
Colombo 07.

Tele : 674386, 685197, Fax :685201. E mail : natlib@slk.lIk, URL : http://www.slt.Ik/nlib
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