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(TF)LJn Q̂ SOSlJsO S>I_I—ULJI—I— LQ6UDĴ )gQJLJUSOGOLQ a>(BS0 g5l6H6TT61J61J UITI_(?rT6036O rhlTSOffiffi S5L.Î LL_ LQIT60TgiI
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Q^djQperoiDU un3a>̂ tqijo uiig)g)6n6i3<ob jEGOii—Q^rDiJuQjgj^s1 QeFsbsoiJuQĵ leoTfDgj. (Bgjdfaj sbsboa rQp6U6org)̂ ib(g) 
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N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  N e w s
W o r k s h o p s

A  w o r k s h o p s  o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  L i b r a r i e s  w a s  h e l d  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  o f  

S c h o o l s / N a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e s  o f  E d u c a t i o n / T e a c h e r  T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e s  in  t h e  W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  o n  1 3 th a n d  

1 4 th F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 2  a t  t h e  N L D S B  a u d i t o r i u m .  5 1  L i b r a r i a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h i s  e v e n t .

S e m i n a r s

*  A  S e m i n a r  w a s  h e l d  f o r  L i b r a r i a n s  o f  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l s / T e a c h e r  T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e s / N C O E  s  o n

0 1 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 2  a t  t h e  N L D S B  a u d i t o r i u m .  5 4  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s e m i n a r .

*  A  S e m i n a r  f o r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i a n s  o f  N o r t h  a n d  E a s t  P r o v i n c e  w a s  h e l d  

o n  1 1 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 2  a t  t h e  T o w n  h a l l ,  T r i n c o m a l e e  in  b o t h  S i n h a l a  a n d  T a m i l  m e d i u m .  8  S i n h a l a  m e  

d i u m  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  3 4  T a m i l  m e d i u m  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h i s  s e m i n a r .  T h e  s e m i n a r  w a s  

o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  N L D S B  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  T r a i n i n g  D e  

p a r t m e n t  ( M D T D )  O F  N - E  P r o v i n c e .

T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m

F o u r  d a y  T r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  S c h o o l  L i b r a r i a n s  o f  E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  H u m a n  

R e s o u r c e s  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e  in  A g b o p u r a ,  T r i n c o m a l e e  f r o m  0 7 th M a r c h  2 0 0 2  t o  1 0 th M a r c h ,  2 0 0 2 .  T h i s  

t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  w a s  a l s o  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  N L D S B  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  T r a i n i n g  D e p a r t m e n t .  3 4  S i n h a l a  m e d i u m  l i b r a r i a n s  a n d  8 0  T a m i l  m e d i u m  l i b r a r i a n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in

t h i s  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .

P r o g r a m  o n  P r o m o t i o n  o f  R e a d i n g  H a b i t

A  P r o g r a m  o n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  r e a d i n g  h a b i t  

a m o n g  t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w a s  l a u n c h e d  b y  N L D S B  

f r o m  2 0 . 0 2 . 2 0 0 2  t o  0 3 . 3 0 . 2 0 0 2 .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  f o u r  

s c h o o l s  ( 2  S i n h a l a ,  1 T a m i l  a n d  1 M u s l i m )  w e r e  s e 

l e c t e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h i s  i s  a  p r o 

g r a m  t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  p r o g r a m  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  a  

b o o k  s a l e  w a s  h e l d  a t  N L D C  a n d  H o n .  M i n i s t e r  o f  

H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  E d u c a t i o n a n d  a n d  

C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  D r . K a r u n a s e n a  K o d i t h u w a k k u  w a s  

t h e  c h i e f  g u e s t  a t  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n .

I n t e r - L i b r a r y  L o a n s

U n d e r  t h e  I n t e r  L i b r a r y  L o a n  A g r e e m e n t ,  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  l i b r a r y  m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  e x c h a n g e d  a m o n g  

S L L A ,  N S F ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R u h u n a ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o r a t u w a  a n d  S a b a r a g a m u w a  U n i v e r s i t y .
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N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  L e c t u r e  S e r i e s

F o l l o w i n g  l e c t u r e s  w e r e  h e l d  u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  I s1 q u a r t e r  o f  

y e a r  2 0 0 2

L ecturer

D r . P r i y a n g a  d e  Z o y s a

2 3 . 0 1 . 2 0 0 2

M r . M o h a n  S a m a r a n a y a k e

2 0 .0 2 . 2 0 0 2

D r . K . D . G . W i m a l a r a t n e

2 6 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 2

T itle  o f  the Lecture

&:533253© &3©2ii'233© §<3 >
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T o w a r d s  a  N a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o s t u m e s  

o f  S r i  L a n k a

B o o k  E x h i b i t i o n s

.th
A  b o o k  e x h i b i t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  N L D S B  f r o m  2 6  F e b r u a r y  t o  3 rd M a r c h  2 0 0 2  t o  i n a u g u 

r a t e  t h e  R e a d i n g  H a b i t  P r o m o t i o n  P r o g r a m  a m o n g  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .

B o o k  A i d  f o r  S c h o o l s  i n  E a s t  P r o v i n c e

W e l f a r e  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  T r a d e  U n i o n s  o f  N L D S B  d i s t r i b u t e d  

b o o k s / e x e r c i s e  b o o k s  v a l u e d  R e .  8 2 , 5 0 0  a m o n g  s o m e  s e l e c t e d  a  l e s s  

p r i v i l e g e d  s c h o o l s  £• P i r i v e n a s  in  E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e ,  o n  2 7 - 2 8  o f  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 2 .  T h i s  w a s  d o n e  u n d e r  1 0 0  d a y  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  p e a c e  p r o c e s s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

O t h e r  N e w s

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  -  K a n d y

A  N e w  b u i l d i n g  c o m p l e x  o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  w a s  d e c l a r e d  o p e n  b y  M r .  A l i c k  A l u v i h a r e ,  H o n .  

M i n i s t e r  o f  H o m e  a f f a i r s ,  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l s  a n d  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o n  1 9 . 0 1 . 2 0 0 1 .

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  -  W a t t e g a m a

A  C o n c e r t  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  W a t t e g a m a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  in  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i t s  y o u n g  

r e a d e r s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  s k i l l s .  I t  w a s  h e l d  o n  0 3  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 2  a t  W a t t e g a m a  T o w n  H a l l .
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N e w  L i b r a r y  B u i l d i n g s

A  L i b r a r y  w a s  d e c l a r e d  o p e n  a t  M a h a i l l u p p a l l a m a  K e l e d i v u l w e w a  V i d y a l a y a  s p e n d i n g  R s .  0 . 6 m .  

I b y  M r .  B e r t y  P r e m a l a l  D i s s a n a y a k a ,  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  o f  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e  in  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 2 .  T h i s  is  

s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  A s i a n  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k  u n d e r  a  p r o j e c t  l a u n c h e d  b y  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

W i j e w a r d e n a  M e m o r i a l  M e d i a  L i b r a r y  a n d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e

A  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  c e n t r e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e c e n t l y  a t  L a k e  H o u s e  in  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  e a s y  a c c e s s  

t o  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  m e d i a  p e r s o n e l .  T h i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  

; B i o g r a p h i e s ,  N e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s .  N e w s p a p e r s  a n d  J o u r n a l s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  c e n t r e  is  o p e n e d  

f r o m  9 . 0 0  a . m .  t o  4 . 0 0  p . m .  f r o m  M o n d a y  t o  F r i d a y .

! F u i  d e t a i l s  c o n t a c t

L i b r a r i a n
u u  i a i T r n i * d a n n  \ ^  o  l !\ /f r l  1 r\ n » s / lvv i j w  c iiu C im  lviv^iiiui ten l v i c u i a  a n u

D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e

A s s o c i a t e d  N e w s p a p e r s  C e y l o n  L i m i t e d

L a k e  H o u s e ,  C o l o m b o .

T e l .  4 2 9 4 2 9  E x t .  4 9 1

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o r a t u w a  L i b r a r y

i i
i 11 ) X

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o r a t u w a  L i b r a r y  h a s  a u t o m a t e d  a l l  

i t s  l i b r a r y  f u n c t i o n s  u s i n g  “ L i b s y s ”  i n t e g r a t e d  l i b r a r y  a u t o 

m a t i o n  s o f t w a r e .  T h e  n e w  s y s t e m  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  o n  1 6 th 

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 1 ,  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  H . B .  J a c q u e s  

C h a r r i e r ,  C u l t u r a l  a d v i s e r ,  E m b a s s y  o f  F r a n c e  a s  t h e  c h i e f  

g u e s t ,  &  P r o f .  B . R . R . N . M e n d i s ,  C h a i r m a n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  

G r a n t s  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  t h e  g u e s t  o f  h o n o u r .

T h e  n e w  s o f t w a r e  w i l l  e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  

s t a f f  &  t h e  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  t o  s m o o t h e n  a n d  s t r e a m l i n e  f u n c 

t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y .  N e w  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a v a i l 

a b l e  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p .  T h e  S t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  is  t h e  

O n l i n e  P u b l i c  A c c e s s  C a t a l o g u e ,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  m e m b e r s  t o  r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  b o o k s  f o r  a c q u i s i 

t i o n ,  r e s e r v e  b o o k s  a n d  s e a r c h  t h e  l i b r a r y  c a t a l o g u e  o n l i n e .

A r j e e ’ s  S r i  L a n k a  w e b  I n d e x  ( A  P r o f i l e  o f  S r i  L a n k a  )

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S r i  L a n k a  o n  I n t e r n e t  i s  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s 

i n g .  B u s i n e s s  e n t i t i e s ,  c h a r i t i e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  &  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  in  S r i  L a n k a  a r e  r u s h i n g  t o  m a r k  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  in  t h e  W o r l d  W i d e  

W e b .  A n  I n d e x  w a s  c o m p i l e d  b y  M r .  R u w a n  G a m a g e ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n  o f  

M o r a t u w a  U n i v e r s i t y  u s i n g  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S r i  L a n k a  o n  I n t e r n e t .  T h i s  

i n d e x  b u i l d s  u p  a  p r o f i l e  o f  w e b  s i t e s  o f  a n d  r e l a t e d  t o  S r i  L a n k a .  T h e r e  a r e  9 0 7
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w e b  s i t e s  o f  o r  r e l a t e d  t o  S r i  L a n k a  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  w e b  s i t e s  w e r e  c a t e g o r i z e d  i n t o  7  m a j o r  a r e a s  n a m e l y  

C o m m e r c e  a n d  T r a d e ,  C o m p u t e r  a n d  I n t e r n e t ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y ,  N e w s  a n d  M e d i a ,  

G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  P o l i t i c s ,  S o c i e t y  a n d  R e l i g i o n  a n d  T r a v e l  a n d  T o u r i s m .

S L L A  L i b r a r y

T h e  L i b r a r y  o f  S r i  L a n k a  L i b r a r y  A s s o s i a t i o n  w a s  r e - o p e n e d  o n  2 2  F e b r u a r y ,  2 0 0 2 .

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o m b o  L i b r a r y

A  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  o n  l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  in  K u r u n e g a l a  d i s t r i c t  o n  
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L i b r a r y  &  I n f o r h i a t i d i i  E d u c a t i o n  o f  S r i  L a n k a  

j u t  c p m p j w f s b n :w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  

S o i i t h  M i a n  c o u n t r i e s

P r a d e e p a  W i j e t u n g a  

D i r e c t o r

N a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e  o f  L i b r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c i e n c e

1. I n tr o d u c t io n

T h is  paper discusses initially the historical 
beginnings o f  LIS education in four South Asian 
countries. Secondly it discusses the current status 
o f LIS programs paying special attention to different 
levels o f courses and entry requirements. Thirdly it 
discusses the curriculum contents with an emphasis 
on core contents and specialisation within the 
courses. Relevance and reference to indigenous 
libraries, teaching faculty, research and publications, 
national level planning are discussed next and finally 
a conclusion is given.

1.1  H i s t o r y  o f  L I S  E d u c a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  

A s i a

Libraries have been in existence in South Asia 
for thousands o f  years although very little research 
has been carried out on these indigenous libraries. 
The library in its m odem  sen se is a recent 
development. After gaining independence in the 
latter part o f 1940, there was a considerable growth 
in the number o f libraries in the South Asian region. 
Several authors have mentioned that there was a 
dearth o f  professionally qualified personnel to 
organise libraries on systematic and proper lines. 
(Bansal & Tikku, 1988), (Ahmad, 1988), (Khurshid 
1977), (Kandiah 1958).

History o f  LIS education in South Asia can be 
traced back to the library training classes held in 
Baroda and Lahore in 1911 and 1916. Dr. S.R. 
Ranganathan started first systematic teaching in India 
in 1928 with a certificate course under the auspices 
o f Madras Library Association. This course was 
taken over by the University o f  Madras in 1931 and 
made into a postgraduate diploma in 1937. Andra 
U niversity (1935), Banaras Hindu University

(1941), Bombay University (44943), Calcutta 
University (1945), and Delhi University (1947) 
commenced postgraduate diploma courses. Delhi 
University started a M .Lib.Sc. course in 1948 
followed by Banaras Hindu University (1965), 
Bombay University (1968), and Karnataka, Mysore 
and Vikram  U n iv ersities  in 1971. A Ph.D . 
programme was started in the Delhi University in 
1950. Besides these courses, India started training 
inform ation personnel at the D ocum entation  
Research and Training Centre (DRTC established 
in 1962) and Indian N ation a l S c ien tific  
Documentation Centre (INSDOC established in 
1952). Apart from these, a certificate course was 
started at Aligarh Muslim University in 1951. Delhi 
Library Association and four other state associations 
conducted certificate courses.

According to Khurshid (1987) Pakistan started 
its LIS training programmes with a certificate course 
in 1915 at the University o f  Punjab, Lahore, but 
suspended in 1917 and in 1947, at the time o f  
establishment o f  Pakistan. It was restarted in 1950 
as a graduate program. In 1956, a new postgraduate 
diploma course was started in the University o f  
Karachi. In 1962 the same university started a degree 
program leading to MA in library Science. Ph.D. 
programme was initiated in 1967 and M.Phil. in 
1985. Nomenclature o f  diploma and degree were 
changed to diploma in Library and Information 
Science and Masters in Library and Information 
Science respectively in 1982 and 1983. University 
o f  Punjab, the oldest library school in the sub 
continent upgraded its certificate course to diploma 
level in 1959 and introduced an MA course in 1974 
and M.Phil. in 1987. University o f  Peshawar started 
a one-year postgraduate diploma in 1962 and MA



in 1963. Islamia University o f  Bahwalpur started a 
one year diploma in 1984, a Masters Degree in 1984 
and enrolled a doctoral candidate in 1986. The 
University o f  Baluchistan established a diploma in 
1981 andM A in 1984.

B angladesh em erged as an independent 
country in 1971 and library education was 
practically non-existent except at the University o f  
Punjab, Lahore. In 1952 the first three months 
certificate course was instituted at the University o f  
Dhaka. This is the first attempt at formal library 
training in the East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. From 
1955 to 1958 American teachers conducted four 
short courses. In 1958 East Pakistan Library 
Association (now Bangladesh Library Association)

getfza25>3(3 gQasJS 23/1, 2002 d2»OD<5 - ®dc5^ 
sponsored the first full-fledged training course in 
Librarianship. The com pletion o f  the courses 
convinced the university authority and ultimately 
led to the introduction o f one-year diploma in 1959 
at the Dhaka University. This was subsequently 
elevated to Masters level in 1962 and M.Phil. in 
1976 and Doctorate in 1979. In 1963 National 
Institute o f  Educational Administration Extension 
and Research (NIEAER) started training school 
librarians and similar courses were started from 1975 
by four teacher training colleges. Bangladesh  
Library Council organised a 6-month certificate 
course in 1972.

History o f library education in Sri Lanka is 
not discussed in detailed here because several other 
authors have discussed this in previous documents.

2. Current Status o f LIS Education in South Asia

A sample o f  institutions in the four South Asian countries, where LIS education exists, was 
approached to obtain course documentation. Response from India was rather poor compared to Pakistan 
and Bangladesh. Sri Lankan response rate was 100%.

2.1 Current Status o f  Courses Available in South Asia

Table 1 - Different types o f courses available in South Asia
-------- --------------------1

^ ^ ^ (C o u n tr y

Course

India Pakistan Bangladesh Sri Lanka

Certificate LAs, Colleges, 
Universities

- NIEAER University

Diploma Polytechnics, LAs, 
Universities

- - LA

As a module in an 
undergraduate program

Universities, Colleges - - National 
Institute of 
Education

Bachelors (one year) Universities Universities - -

Bachelors (3-4 years) - - Universities Universities

PG Diploma - Universities Universities -

Masters (One year) Universities Universities - -

Masters (Two years) _ Universities Universities

M.Phil Universities Universities Universities
Ph.D. Universities Universities Universities -

8 2 7 2 0
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Current LIS courses in India range from 

certificate to Ph.D. level. Certificate, degree, and 
postgraduate qualifications are popular and 
conducted by more than one kind o f  institution. 
There are five levels o f  LIS education programmes 
in Pakistan ranging from elective at Bachelors level 
to Ph.D. level. In Bangladesh, it varies from one- 
year diploma to Ph.D. level at universities. In 
addition there are two  ̂certificate courses aiming to 
train school librarians. LIS education programmes

in Sri Lanka range from a m odule in B.Ed. 
programme through certificate level to two year 
Masters program. Higher academic qualifications 
are not available. In the other three countries 
universities seem to play a major role in LIS 
education, training more professionals at university 
level. In Sri Lanka more students are trained at 
certificate level by the SLLA and DLIS while 
universities play a major role in training a few at 
higher level. None o f  these courses, in any South 
Asian country are accredited by any organisation.

2 . 2  E n t r y  R e q u ir e m e n t  a n d  D u r a t io n

T a b le  2  M in im u m  E n t r y  R e q u ir e m e n t  a n d  D u r a t io n

C o u r s e D u r a tio n M in im u m  e n tr y  r e q u ir e m e n ts  in  e a c h  c o u n t r y

In d ia P a k is ta n B a n g l a d e s h S r i  L a n k a
Three tier 

part-time
Appr. Three 
calendar years

GCE/OL 6 psses with credits for 
num eracy and English AND 3 
yrs. experience  to en te r first 
year and a pass in second level 
to enter third vear

Bachelors One year 2nd division Bachelo; 
(sometimes a good 
Masters in another 
discipline)

s A good Bachelors in 
another discipline

Bachelors Three/Four years A good Bachelors HSC with at least two 
2nd divisions

GCE/AL qualifications as 
required for other university 
courses.

Associateshi- 
p in Informati 
on Science

Two years Bachelors in LIS or 
2"d division Masters 
in another subject 

OR Bachelors in 
Medicine of 

Engineering

- -

Postgraduate
Diploma

One year - A good Bachelors 2nd division Bachelors in 
LIS

Masters One year A good Bachelors ir 
LIS, Admission test 
and 1-2 years 

experience

PG Diploma or 
Bachelors in LIS

-

G eneral/Special Degree in LIS 
OR General/Special Degree and 
1 year experience in a 
recognised library OR 
G eneral/Special Degree 
and Advanced Certificate 
of University of Kelaniya 
or final year exam of 
SLLA

Masters Two years

- -

2nd division 
Bachelors in LIS

1st or 2nd class honours in 
special/general degree in 
any subject OR 
Bachelors with 
Postgraduate degree/ 
Diploma any field of study 
OR Bachelors with SLLA 
or equivalent in LIS AND 
1 year work experience 
in a recognised library 
AND a good working 
knowledge of English
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M .P h il T w o  y e a r s A c a d e m ic  m e r it  

a n d  M a s te r s  in  

L I S

A  g o o d  M a s te r s  

in  L I S

A  g o o d  M a s te r s  in  

in  L I S -

P h .D T w o - F iv e

y e a rs

A c a d e m ic  m e r it  

a n d  M a s te r s  in  

L I S

A  g o o d  M L I S  / 

M A  / M .P h i l

M .P h il/ M a s te rs  

w ith  2  y e a r s  

t e a c h in g  

e x p e r ie n c e  an d  

p u b l ic a t io n s

-

Entry requirements are less stringent in Sri 
Lanka when compared to those o f other South Asian 
countries. To gain admission to Bachelors in LIS, 
India and Pakistan demand a good Bachelors degree 
in another discipline, but according to Mangla 
(1994) m ost Indian library schools consider  
candidates with a good masters degree in another 
discipline for admission to bachelors degree. Sri 
Lankan and Bangladeshi student need only GCE/ 
AL qualifications to gain admission to Bachelors in 
LIS. However, in these two countries Bachelors in 
LIS is a 3-4 year course while in India and Pakistan 
it is only a one-year programme. We can assume 
that, although the duration is o f  one year Indian and 
Pakistani LIS bachelors students are more mature 
than the Sri Lankan and B an glad esh i LIS 
undergraduate because they are mature students with 
prior university training. However, Indian UGC 
recommends that an admission test and an interview 
should become the criteria for selection, so that those 
with best academic qualifications as well as best 
personal qualities are selected.

/  Entry requirements for masters degree in Sri 
Lanka is a good Bachelors degree in LIS or any 
other discipline plus one year work experience in a 
recognised library. In other South Asian countries a 
LIS qualification (usually Bachelors) is essential for 
this.

Although the duration o f  Sri Lankan Masters 
degree is o f two years, only the first year (300 hours) 
is devoted to theoretical study. Second year is 
completely devoted to the research and writing up 
o f dissertation o f  30,000 - 40,000 words.

Masters degree being the highest academic 
qualification available in Sri Lanka for managerial 
level professionals as well as LIS educators therefore 
can produce professionals with only one year o f  
formal training in LIS. Quality o f  pre-course 
experience and the amount o f  research undertaken 
for the dissertation can vary widely according to the 
personal qualities, p lace o f  work, academ ic  
capabilities o f  the student.

2.3 Course Content

Table 3 Course contents o f  certificate level

Bangladesh Sri Lanka
L ib r a r y  o r g a n is a t io n  a n d  a d m in is tr a t io n In tr o d u c t io n  to  l ib r a r ia n s h ip  &  in fo r m a t io n  s e r v ic e s

C la s s i f ic a t io n C la s s i f i c a t io n

C a ta lo g u in g C a ta l o g u in g

B o o k  s e le c t io n L ib r a r y  a n d  in fo r m a t io n  s e r v ic e s

B ib l io g r a p h y In fo r m a t io n  te c h n o lo g y
R e f e r e n c e  a n d  P R I n d e x in g

M a n a g e m e n t

R e s e a r c h  m e th o d s

T e c h n ic a l  s e r v ic e s

R e p r o g r a p h y , p r in t in g  a n d  p u b lis h in g

* Contents o f  certificate level courses o f  India and Pakistan were not available.
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Table 4 Course contents of Teachers Training Colleges

Bangladesh (2-4 weeks and 10 months courses) 
Information

Sri Lanka ( Education Technology £.
Science module of NIL)

Library history Use of library resources-reference tools, methods 
of organising knowledge.

Cataloguing and classilication ^ Information sources - types ot libraries, services, 
introduction to students, developing attitudes of 
skills

Types of libraries School library service - objectives, role and 
function, acquisitions and organisation of 
knowledge, observation and evaluation of reader 
services, attitudes towards resource sharing.

School Library
Technical services & reader services
Preservation
School library finance
Teaching the use of books and other library material

Table 5 Course contents of Bachelor of Library Science/Bachelor of Library and Information Science

India Pakistan Bangladesh Sri Lanka
Cataloguing theory Cataloguing theory Cataloguing theory Cataloguing theory
Cataloguing practicals Cataloguing practicals Cataloguing practicals Cataloguing practicals
Classification theory Classification theory Classification theory Classification theory
Classification practicals Classification practicals Classification practicals Classification

practicals
Documentation
Services

Library Management Library Administration 
& Management

Library Management & 
Administration

Library Management

Reference services & 
bibliographic sources

Introduction to library 
resources & material

Basic principles of 
sociology

Technical services

Information sources & 
services

Bibliographic control 
& organisation

Collection building, 
indexing, abstracting

Reader services

Library & society Library collection 
development

Books, library & 
society

Library & society

Application of IT in 
libraries

Computer applications 
in libraries
Archival science
Technical English
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Table 6 Course contents o f  Master o f  Library Science/Master o f Library and

Information Science

India Pakistan Bangladesh Sri Lanka

Management of libraries 
& Information centres

Library Administration & 
Organisation

Library Management

Advanced Classification
/lCataloguing Theory Bibliographic Control

Advanced Cataloguing Cataloguing Practicals
Classification Theorv
Classification Practicals
Advanced Classification 
Theorv
Advanced Classification 
Practicals
Advanced Cataloguing 
Theory
Advanced Cataloguing 
Theorv

Information Sources, 
Systems. Programs

Library Resources Library Systems & Services Information Sources & 
Services

Research Methods Research Methods Research Methods Research Methods
Application of IT Bibliography & Reference Electives (Information 

Technology, Data 
Communication
Collection Management)

Information Retrieval Abstracting & Indexing
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