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Inauguration of Reading Habit Promotion Programme
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NationalLibrary News

W orkshops

A workshops on Development and Modernization of School Libraries was held for librarians of
Schools/N ational Colleges of Education/Teacher Training Colleges in the W estern Province on 13thand

l4thFebruary 2002 atthe NLD SB auditorium. 51 Librarians participated in this event.

Sem inars

*

A Seminar was held for Librarians of National Schools/Teacher Training Colleges/NCOE s on
01.03.2002 atthe NLD SB auditorium. 54 participants attended the seminar.

A Seminar forreviewing the progress of Public Librarians of North and East Province was held
on 11.03.2002 at the Town hall, Trincomalee in both Sinhala and Tamil medium. 8 Sinhala me
dium participants and 34 Tamil medium participants took part in this seminar. The seminar was
organized by the NLD SB in collaboration with the M anagement Development and Training De

partment (M DTD) OF N-E Province.

Training Program

Four day Training program for the School Librarians of Eastern Province was held atthe Hum an
Resources Training Centre in Agbopura, Trincomalee from 07thM arch 2002 to 10th M arch, 2002. This
training program was also organized by the NLD SB incollaboration with the Management, Development

and Training Department. 34 Sinhala medium librarians and 80 Tam il medium librarians participated in

this training program .

Program on Prom otion of R eading H abit

A Program on improving the reading habit
among the school children was launched by NLD SB
from 20.02.2002 to 03.30.2002. In the first stage four
schools (2 Sinhala, 1 Tamil and 1 Muslim) were se-
lected to introduce this program and this is a pro-
gram to be continued throughout the year.

In addition to the above program an exhibition and a
book sale was held at NLDC and Hon. M inister of
Human Resources Development, Educationand and
Cultural Affairs Dr.Karunasena Kodithuwakku was

the chiefguest atthe inauguration.

Inter-Library Loans

Under the InterLibrary Loan Agreement, a fairamountoflibrary materials were exchanged among

SLLA,NSF, University of Ruhuna, University of Moratuwa and Sabaragamuwa University.
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N ational Library Lecture Series

Following lectures were held under the National Library lecture series during the Islquarter of

year 2002
Lecturer Title of the Lecture
Dr.Priyanga de Zoysa &:5332530 &302ii'2330 §<3>
23.01.2002
M r.Mohan Samaranayake o33<3,©’\ d325)1525fc)d cEE£NEB>O
20.02.2002
Dr.K.D.G.W imalaratne Towards a National identity through the costumes
26.03.2002 of Sri Lanka

B ook Exhibitions

th
A book exhibition was organized by the NLD SB from 26 February to 3rdM arch 2002 to inaugu-

rate the Reading Habit Promotion Program among school children.

B ook Aid for Schools in East Province

W elfare society and the Trade Unions of NLD SB distributed
books/exercise books valued Re. 82,500 among some selected a less
privileged schools £e Pirivenas in Eastern Province, on 27-28 of
February 2002. This was done under 100 day program of the

government with the beginning of peace process in this area.

OtherNews

Public Library - Kandy
A New building complex of Public Library, was declared open by Mr.Alick Aluvihare, Hon.
M inister of Hom e affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Governmenton 19.01.2001.
Public Library - W attegam a

A Concertwas organized by W attegam a Public Library in order to give opportunities to its young

readers to improve their artistic skills. It was held on 03 January 2002 at W attegama Town Hall.
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N ew Library Buildings

A Library was declared open at M ahailluppallama Keledivulwewa Vidyalaya spending Rs. 0.6m .
Iby Mr. Berty Premalal Dissanayaka, ChiefMinister of North Central Province in January 2002. This is

sponsored by the Asian Development Bank under a project launched by Ministry of Education.

W ijew ardena M em orial M edia Library and D ocum entation Centre

A documentation centre was established recently at Lake House in order to provide easy access
to current information for researchers, students and media personel. This consists of a large number of
;Biographies, Newspaper articles. Newspapers and Journals. Itis important to note that this centre isopened

from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. from Monday to Friday.

IFui details contact
Librarian
WA R IR Nivaiiiui b0 iUtz vb
Documentation Centre
Associated Newspapers Ceylon Limited
Lake House, Colombo.

Tel. 429429 Ext. 491

University ofM oratuw a Library

University of Moratuwa Library has autom ated all

,}L its library functions using “Libsys” integrated library auto-
m ation software. The new system was inaugurated on 16th
November 2001, with the participation of H .B. Jacques
Charrier, Cultural adviser, Embassy of France as the chief
guest, & Prof. B.R.R.N .M endis, Chairman, University
Grants Com mission was the guestofhonour.

The new software will enable students, University
staff & the library staffto smoothen and streamline func-
tions relating to the library. New services will also be avail-
able for the membership. The Striking feature of this is the

Online Public Access Catalogue, which allows members to request and recommend books for acquisi-

tion, reserve books and search the library catalogue online.

A rjee’s Sri Lanka web Index (A Profile of Sri Lanka )

The amount of inform ation on Sri Lanka on Internet is rapidly increas-
ing. Business entities, charities, government & political organizations and other
establishments in Sri Lanka are rushing to mark their presence in the World W ide
Web. An Index was compiled by Mr. Ruwan Gamage, Assistant Librarian of
M oratuwa University using available information on Sri Lanka on Internet. This

index builds up a profile of web sites of and related to Sri Lanka. There are 907
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web sites of or related to Sri Lanka and identified web sites were categorized into 7 major areas namely

Commerce and Trade, Computer and Internet, Education, Science and Technology, News and Media,

Government and Politics, Society and Religion and Travel and Tourism.

SLLA Library

The Library of Sri Lanka Library Assosiation was re-opened on 22 February, 2002.

University of Colom bo Library

A training program on library developmentwas conducted for librarians in Kurunegala district on

08 and 09 of March 2002. This program was organized by University of Colombo in collaboration with

JAICA.

N IE Library

. The audio visual unit ofthe NIE has produced
10,000 cassettes and 2000 videos on daily physical ex-
ercise for School Children to be distributed among
schools islandwide under the patronage of Ministry of
Education.

. A short-term training program on Library and
Inform ation Science was launched in two stages for
those who in charge of 81 teacher training centres
islandwide. This is organized by the NIE in order to
facilitate library services to teacher trainees.

. Steps have been taken to develop the know -
edge of school principals on bibliographic services
(both theory and practicals) when training programs
are organized by NIE at M anagement Training Cen-

tre, M eepe.

Uu L A office

Following are the office bearers of University

2002

B earers

Librarians Association (ULA ) for the year 2001/

President - Mr. W.R.G .Silva,

Vice President - M r. Punchi Banda Gallaba

M r.K.S.Siriesna

Secretary - Mr. M .A . Milton

A sst. Secretary - Ms. Mahikanthi Thusitha Kum ara

Treasures - Mr.G .N.Padm asiri
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lerary & Informatlon Edum

Pradeepa Wijetunga
Director
National Institute of Library and Information Science

1. Introduction

This paper discusses initially the historical
beginnings of LIS education in four South Asian
countries. Secondly it discusses the current status
of LIS programs paying special attention to different
levels of courses and entry requirements. Thirdly it
discusses the curriculum contents with an emphasis
on core contents and specialisation within the
courses. Relevance and reference to indigenous
libraries, teaching faculty, research and publications,
national level planning are discussed next and finally
a conclusion is given.

1.1 History of LIS Education in South
Asia

Libraries have been in existence in South Asia
for thousands of years although very little research
has been carried out on these indigenous libraries.
The library in its modem sense is a recent
development. After gaining independence in the
latter part of 1940, there was a considerable growth

in the number of libraries in the South Asian region. -

Several authors have mentioned that there was a
dearth of professionally qualified personnel to
organise libraries on systematic and proper lines.
(Bansal & Tikku, 1988), (Ahmad, 1988), (Khurshid
1977), (Kandiah 1958).

History of LIS education in South Asia can be
traced back to the library training classes held in
Baroda and Lahore in 1911 and 1916. Dr. S.R.
Ranganathan started first systematic teaching in India
in 1928 with a certificate course under the auspices
of Madras Library Association. This course was
taken over by the University of Madras in 1931 and
made into a postgraduate diploma in 1937. Andra
University (1935), Banaras Hindu University

(1941), Bombay University (44943), Calcutta
University (1945), and Delhi University (1947)
commenced postgraduate diploma courses. Delhi
University started a M.Lib.Sc. course in 1948
followed by Banaras Hindu University (1965),
Bombay University (1968), and Karnataka, Mysore
and Vikram Universities in 1971. A Ph.D.
programme was started in the Delhi University in
1950. Besides these courses, India started training
information personnel at the Documentation
Research and Training Centre (DRTC established
in 1962) and Indian National Scientific
Documentation Centre (INSDOC established in
1952). Apart from these, a certificate course was
started at Aligarh Muslim University in 1951. Delhi
Library Association and four other state associations
conducted certificate courses.

According to Khurshid (1987) Pakistan started
its LIS training programmes with a certificate course
in 1915 at the University of Punjab, Lahore, but
suspended in 1917 and in 1947, at the time of
establishment of Pakistan. It was restarted in 1950
as a graduate program. In 1956, a new postgraduate
diploma course was started in the University of
Karachi. In 1962 the same university started a degree
program leading to MA in library Science. Ph.D.
programme was initiated in 1967 and M.Phil. in
1985. Nomenclature of diploma and degree were
changed to diploma in Library and Information
Science and Masters in Library and Information
Science respectively in 1982 and 1983. University
of Punjab, the oldest library school in the sub
continent upgraded its certificate course to diploma
level in 1959 and introduced an MA course in 1974
and M.Phil. in 1987. University of Peshawar started
a one-year postgraduate diploma in 1962 and MA




in 1963. Islamia University of Bahwalpur started a
one year diploma in 1984, a Masters Degree in 1984
and enrolled a doctoral candidate in 1986. The
University of Baluchistan established a diploma in
1981 and MA in 1984.

Bangladesh emerged as an independent
country in 1971 and library education was
practically non-existent except at the University of
Punjab, Lahore. In 1952 the first three months
certificate course was instituted at the University of
Dhaka. This is the first attempt at formal library
training in the East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. From
1955 to 1958 American teachers conducted four
short courses. In 1958 East Pakistan Library
Association (now Bangladesh Library Association)
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sponsored the first full-fledged training course in
Librarianship. The completion of the courses
convinced the university authority and ultimately
led to the introduction of one-year diploma in 1959
at the Dhaka University. This was subsequently
elevated to Masters level in 1962 and M.Phil. in
1976 and Doctorate in 1979. In 1963 National
Institute of Educational Administration Extension
and Research (NIEAER) started training school
librarians and similar courses were started from 1975
by four teacher training colleges. Bangladesh
Library Council organised a 6-month certificate
course in 1972,

History of library education in Sri Lanka is
not discussed in detailed here because several other
authors have discussed this in previous documents.

2. Current Status of LIS Education in South Asia

A sample of institutions in the four South Asian countries, where LIS education exists, was
approached to obtain course documentation. Response from India was rather poor compared to Pakistan
and Bangladesh. Sri Lankan response rate was 100%.

2.1 Current Status of Courses Available in South Asia

Table 1 - Different types of courses available in South Asia

Country India Pakistan Bangladesh | Sri Lanka
Course
Certificate LAs, Colleges, - NIEAER University
Universities
Diploma Polytechnics, LAs, - - LA
Universities
As a module in an Universities, Colleges - - National
undergraduate program Institute of
Education
Bachelors (one year) Universities Universities - -
Bachelors (3-4 years) - - Universities Universities
PG Diploma - Universities Universities -
Masters (One year) Universities Universities - -
Masters (Two years) - - Universities Universities
M.Phil Universities Universities Universities -
Ph.D. Universities Universities Universities -

8272n
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Current LIS courses in India range from
certificate to Ph.D. level. Certificate, degree, and
postgraduate qualifications are popular and
conducted by more than one kind of institution.
There are five levels of LIS education programmes
in Pakistan ranging from elective at Bachelors level
to Ph.D. level. In Bangladesh, it varies from one-
year diploma to Ph.D. level at universities. In
addition there are two, certificate courses aiming to
train school librarians. LIS education programmes

2.2 Entry Requirement and Duration

in Sri Lanka range from a module in B.Ed.
programme through certificate level to two year
Masters program. Higher academic qualifications
are not available. In the other three countries
universities seem to play a major role in LIS
education, training more professionals at university
level. In Sri Lanka more students are trained at
certificate level by the SLLA and DLIS while
universities play a major role in training a few at
higher level. None of these courses, in any South
Asian country are accredited by any organisation.

Table 2 Minimum Entry Requirement and Duration

Course | Duration Minimum entry requirements in each country .
India Pakistan | Bangladesh Sri Lanka
Three tier Appr. Three - - - GCE/OL 6 psses with credits for
part-time calendar years numeracy and English AND 3
yrs. experience to enter first
year and a pass in second level
to enter third vear
Bachelors One year 2" division Bachelogs A good Bachelors in
(sometimes a good | another discipline
Masters in another
discipline) - -
Bachelors Three/Four years - A good Bachelors HSC with at least two GCE/AL qualifications as

2" divisions required for othcr university

COULSCS

Associateshi- | Two years Bachelors in LIS or p
p in Informati 2" division Masters
on Science in another subject - - -
OR Bachelors in
Medicine of
Engineering
Postgraduate | One year - A good Bachelors 2" division Bachelors in
Diploma LIS -
Masters One year A good Bachelors iff PG Diploma or General/Special Degree in LIS
LIS, Admission test] Bachelors in LIS OR General/Special Degree and
and 1-2 years : 1 year experience in a
cxperience recognised library OR
- General/Special Degree
and Advanced Certificate
of University of Kelaniya
or final year exam of
SLIA
Masters Two years 2™ division 1* or 2™ class honours in

Bachelors in LIS special/general degree in
any subject OR
Bachelors with
Postgraduate  degree/
Diploma any field of study
OR Bachelors with SLLA
or equivalent in LIS AND
1 year work experience
in a recognised library
AND a good working
knowledge of English
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M.Phil Two years Academic merit | A good Masters | A good Masters in
and Masters in | in LIS inLIS -
LIS
Ph.D Two-Five Academic merit | A good MLIS/ M.Phil/Masters
years and Masters in | MA / M.Phil with 2 years
LIS teaching -
experience and
publications

Entry requirements are less stringent in Sri
Lanka when compared to those of other South Asian
countries. To gain admission to Bachelors in LIS,
India and Pakistan demand a good Bachelors degree
in another discipline, but according to Mangla
(1994) most Indian library schools consider
candidates with a good masters degree in another
discipline for admission to bachelors degree. Sri
Lankan and Bangladeshi student need only GCE/
AL qualifications to gain admission to Bachelors in
LIS. However, in these two countries Bachelors in
LIS 1s a 3-4 year course while in India and Pakistan
it is only a one-year programme. We can assume
that, although the duration is of one year Indian and
Pakistani LIS bachelors students are more mature
than the Sri Lankan and Bangladeshi LIS
undergraduate because they are mature students with
prior university training. However, Indian UGC
recommends that an admission test and an interview
should become the criteria for selection, so that those
with best academic qualifications as well as best
personal qualities are selected.

2.3 Course Content

/ Entry requirements for masters degree in Sri
Lanka is a good Bachelors degree in LIS or any
other discipline plus one year work experience ina
recognised library. In other South Asian countries a
LIS qualification (usually Bachelors) is essential for
this.

Although the duration of Sri Lankan Masters
degree is of two years, only the first year (300 hours)
is devoted to theoretical study. Second year is
completely devoted to the research and writing up
of dissertation of 30,000 - 40,000 words.

Masters degree being the highest academic
qualification available in Sri Lanka for managerial
level professionals as well as LIS educators therefore
can produce professionals with only one year of
formal training in LIS. Quality of pre-course
experience and the amount of research undertaken
for the dissertation can vary widely according to the
personal qualities, place of work, academic
capabilities of the student.

Table 3 Course contents of certificate level

Bangladesh Sri Lanka
Library organisation and administration Introduction to librarianship & information services
Classification Classification
Cataloguing Cataloguing
Book selection | Library and information services
Bibliography Information technology
Reference and PR Indexing
Management

Research methods

Technical services

Reprography, printing and publishing

* Contents of certificate level courses of India and Pakistan were not available.
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Table 4 Course contents of Teachers Training Colleges

Bangladesh (2-4 weeks and 10 months courses)
Information

Sri Lanka ( Education Technology 2
Science module of NIE)

Library history

Use of library resources-reference tools, methods
of organising knowledge.

ataloguing and classificafion

“[Tnformation sources - types o1 libraries, services,

introduction to students, developing attitudes of
skills

Types of libraries

School library service - objectives, role and
function, acquisitions and organisation of
knowledge, observation and evaluation of reader
services, attitudes towards resource sharing.

School Library

Technical services & reader services

Preservation

School library finance

Teaching the use of books and other library material

Table 5 Course contents of Bachelor of Library Science/Bachelor of Library and Information Science

India Pakistan

Bangladesh Sri Lanka

Cataloguing theory Cataloguing theory

Cataloguing theory Cataloguing theory

Cataloguing practicals

Cataloguing practicals

Cataloguing practicals Cataloguing practicals

Classification theory Classification theory

Classification theory Classification theory

Classification practicals

Classification practicals

Classification practicals Classtification

practicals

Documentation

Services

Library Management
& Management

Library Administration

Library Management & Library Management

Administration

| Reference services &

bibliographic sources resources & material

Introduction to library

Basic principles of Technical services

sociology

Information sources & Bibliographic control

services & organisation

Collection building, Reader services

indexing, abstracting

Library & society Library collection

development

Books, library & Library & society

society

Application of IT in
libraries

Computer applications
in libraries

Archival science

Technical English
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Information Science

Table 6 Course contents of Master of Library Science/Master of Library and

India

Pakistan

Bangladesh

Sri Lanka

Management of libraries
& Information centres

Library Administration &
Organisation

Library Management

Advanced Classification

Cataloguing Theory

Bibliographic Control

Advanced Cataloguing

Cataloguing Practicals

Classification Theory

Classification Practicals

Advanced Classification
Theory

Advanced Classification
Practicals

Advanced Cataloguing
Theory

Advanced Cataloguing

Information Sources,
Systems. Programs

Library Resources

Theory
Library Systems & Services

Information Sources &
Services

Research Methods

Research Methods

Research Methods

Research Methods

Application of IT

Bibliography & Reference

Electives (Information
Technology, Data
Communication

Collection Management)

Information Retrieval

Abstracting & Indexing
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