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A series of seminars on ‘Library Automation’ was held from 7-24 May, 2002 at the National Library
& Documentation Services Board to mark the 12® anniversary of NLDC. Apart from that some religious
activities and an exhibition of Library software were held to mark this event. )

The seminar series on Library Automation consisted of 12 sessions at which different aspects of the
themes were discussed in detail. Eminent professionals in the LIS & ICT and other related fields participated
as resource persons at those sessions. The followings are the themes of 12 sessions.

& Seminar 1 : Digital Challenge 07.05.2002
& Seminar 2 : Public Library Forum 08.05.2002
X Seminar 3 : School Library Forum 09.05.2002
o Seminar 4 : Special Library Forum 10.05.2002
o Seminar 5 : Library Software 14.05.2002
o Seminar 6 : Higher Education Forum  15.05.2002
> Seminar 7 : National Access 16.05.2002
e Seminar 8 : Governance 17.05.2002
o Seminar 9 : Copyright & Publishing  21.05.2002
X Seminar 10 : Training 22.05.2002
X2 Seminar 11  : Networking 23.05.2002
XS Seminar 12  : Planning 24.05.2002

The seminar papers are available for sale at the National Library & Documentation Services Board.
The prices for these seminar papers are as follows
’ All seminar papers of 12 sessions - Rs. 2000/-

’ Seminar papers of 6 sessions or 24 Seminar papers - Rs. 1000/-
’ Seminar papers of 3 sessions or 12 Seminar papers - Rs. 500/-

An evaluation seminar for Public Librarians of Southern Province was held on 11 June 2002 at the
Management Development Training Institute, Wakwella, Galle. There were 38 participants at this seminar.
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Copyright Day

One day seminar was held to celebrate the

W orld Book & Copyright Day that was fallen on 23
April 2002, at the National Library & Documentation

Services Board. Hon. W .J.M . Lokubandara, Minister

ofJustice, Law Reforms, National Integration & Bud -
dha Sasana was the chiefguest at this occasion. M essers
M ahinda Ralapanawa & Henry Samaranayaka deliv-
ered lectures in this event. A book exhibition was also
held in collaboration with the Sri Lanka Book Publish-
ers Association and a poster depicting the theme of the
day was declared open by the chiefguest to mark this

day.

Book Exhibitions

Book exhibitions organised by the National

quarter of the year 2002 are as follows.
D ate Venue
23-2 7TApril 2002 -

30 June 2002 to 06 July 2002

Grading o

Information & media unit library of O fficial L

Library & Documentation Services Board for the 2nd

N ational Library and Documentation Services Board

St. Thomases College Pitakotte.

fLibraries

anguage Department and Dr. Richard Pathirana Public

Library, Galle have been upgraded as Supra Grade Libraries.

| Training Programs

*

A training program was held for Technical

Librarians in collaboration with the

College

DepartmentofTechnical

Education & Training attheN LD SB auditorium from 08 April

2002 to 11 April 2002. 24 Librarians took part in this

program.

A Four-day training program on Library and

training

Information Science was held for 50 Public Library

Attendants ofthe Southern Province, from 07-10 June 2002 at the M anagement Development and Training

Institute, W akwella, Galle.
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Aid from Japan for Library Development

A donation of 1 million yen (Rs. 7,50,000/-) has been given by ARTIC Organisation, Japan to the
NESEC Foundation, Kadawatha, Ranmuthugala to facilitate its services to users. NARA/UNESCO
Organisation in Japan has also donated a sum of 0.1 million yen (Rs.75,000/-) to the NESEC foundation.

The Bandaranaike Memorial Library & Cultural Centre was declared open on 03 May 2002 at
Horagolla, Attanagalla in memory of Late Prime Ministers Mr. S W R D Bandaranaika & Mrs Sirimavo
Bandaranaika. This Library & Cultural Centre complex has been designed to provide many facilities
eg. lending, reference, research and children’s unit.
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Readers Club of Public Library, Ginigathhena, Media Unit of Gmlgathhena Central Collgge ang
“Vimansa’ Higher Education Institute, Gampola have taken steps to publish a new journal called “Vimansa
recently. This project is being supported by the Kotmale Radio Service.

A Shramadana campaign was launched by the staff & readers of Seethawakapura Public Library on 08t
June, 2002 with an intention of repairing used books & organising its collection.

< A new Library building was declared open in June 2002 at Dharma Dhutha Centre, Pagoda, Nugegoda in
memory of its founder, Rev. Weeraketiye Kaveeshwara Thero. Funds were provided by the “Building Develop-
ment Committee” of the Daham School, parents and devotees of the Dharma Dhutha Centre. The opening cer-
emony was presided by the Chief Incumbent of the Vidyalankara Pirivena & Chancellor of University of Kelantya
most Ven. Velamitiyawe Kusaladhamma Thero.

> Another World Bank Funded School Library Building was inaugurated at Sri Sanghamitta Maha Vidyalaya,
Neligama, Kelaniya recently by the Minister of School Education Hon. Suranimala Rajapaksha.

A remembrance ceremony and an alms giving were organised in memory of late Mr. H Thilakabandu, a
well known librarian in Sri Lanka recently. This was held at Ranmuthugala Maha Vihara, Kadawatha & organised
by the staff & students of Dept. of Library & Information Science, University of Kelaniya.

A series of ceremonies were launched to commemorate thel 12 Birth Anniversary of the veteran author
Martin Wickramasinghe from 29 to 31 May, 2002 at the National Library & Documentation Services Board.

The ceremony held on 29" May was presided by the Minister of School Education Hon. Suranimala
Rajapakhsha. Minister of Justice, Law Reforms, National Integration & Buddha Sasana Hon. W J M Lokubandara
was the chief guest of the ceremony held on 30" May, 2002. Book exhibitions, photograph show on Martin
Wickramasinghe & Literary Conferences were among the key activities held on these days.
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Library at Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS)

A Library was inaugurated in name of late Prof. Shelton U.Kodikara, the founderdirectorof Regional
Centre for Strategic Studies recently. MinisterofHuman Resources Development, Education & Cultural Affairs Dr.

Karunasena Kodithuwakku was the chiefguest atthe ceremony

Conferences

The special Libraries group atthe Sri Lanka Library Association has held aconference on “Quality Man-
agement:ChallengesofLibrarians’on 29thApril 2002 attire Sri Lanka Foundation Institute. Mr D. Dharmadasa,
Corporate & Business Development M anager (SGS Lanka Pvt.Ltd.) was the key resource person atthisconfer-

ence.

Library Week of Eastern University

The Library week ofthe Eastern University, Sri Lanka was held from 21 June to 23 June 2002 at the
university premises. Mr. Shri S Joshi, Firstsecretary (Edu.) oflIndian High Com mission for Sri Lanka was thechief
guest ofthe firstday ceremony while Prof. M S Mookiah, Vice-ChancellorofEastern University ofSri Lanka &
Prof. S Maunaguru, Chairperson, Library Com mittee ofEastern University, Sri Lankawere thechiefguestsofDay
2 & Day 3 ceremonies respectively. Book exhibitions & Book Sale, Seminars and the inauguration of Library &
Information Science (Tam il)courseconducted by Sn Lanka Library Association at Batticaloe centre were among
the some ofthe activities done forthe Library Week. Mrs. T Aralnandhy, Actg. Librarian ofthe Eastern University,

Sn Lanka was the organiser ofthe Library Week.

ICT for Education

ICT forEducation in Asia & the Pacific Website which can be accessed athttp://vwwv.unescQ .org/bangkok/
education/ictwas launched recently in Bangkok, Thailand to provide information & resources, latestnews, organiza-
tions, projects and discussions on various dimensions of ICT use in education. This website is also aimed at
building anonlinecommunity which wall beresponsible forupdating and expanding itsinformation resources through

online contribution o fideas, initiatives and experiences

AGMOfSLLA

The 42 Annual Sessions and Annual General
M eeting ofthe Sn LankaLibrary Association (SLL A)were
held on 28 June 2002 at the Galadari Hotel, Colombo.
MinisterofEconomic Refonus, Science & Technology,
Hon. Milinda M oragoda was the ChiefGuestwhile Mr.
Susil Siriwardena was the Guest of Honour who deliv-
ered a Lecture titled “New Vision and Role of Librarians

& Infonuation Specialises”.
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Continued from last issue

3. Curriculum

3.1 Core courses

In Sri Lanka as well as in other South Asian

countries main emphasis is laid on traditional aspects.
Cataloguing and classification dominates the
curriculum. Library management, information sources
and services seem to be equally popular. The above
tables refer only to the core courses where applicable.
Though almost all the courses are designated as
Library and Information Science, there is very little
or no element of information science in these
programmes. Any attempt at attitude changes or
development of service attitude seems to be lacking
throughout the region.

But it is evident from the literature that India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh have realised the necessity
to change. India held a seminar on (Tejomurthy 1994)
this subject to discuss the future curriculum of LIS
education besides, several authors (Harinarayana &
Nalini, 1994, Basu & Sarkhel, 1996, Singh & Kalra,
1996) have stressed the need for change.

Several authors have commented that present
courses in Bangladesh are stereotyped and less useful
to cope with the existing developing situation of
libraries. Jamali (1990), Haider (1995) and Kabir
(1999) have commented that LIS curricula should
change to incorporate the newer developments.

Lack of literature regarding this aspect in Sri

Lanka and the absence of regular reviews indicate

that little attention is paid to the curriculum
development. But in the light of the views of experts
in other South Asian countries Sri Lankan course
contents must be reviewed to suit the current

information needs of the country.

3.2 Specialisation

Analysis of course documentation revealed
that, the LIS programmes in Sri Lanka concentrates
on training personnel to manage a library by providing
an in-depth knowledge of traditional library practices.
Trainees are provided with an introductory or basic
level knowledge of traditional library practices. None
of the courses provide an opportunity for them to
specialise in any particular field. Majumdar and Shukla
(1994) observes that increasing specialisation in
various fields of knowledge demands specialised
service from their libraries and it has necessitated the
need for specialisation in LIS education. They further
mention that Masters in LIS is meant for the senior
professionals; therefore it needs specialisation in
various aspects. We should take examples from other
South Asian countries especially from India and
Pakistan where options are provided to specialise.
Masters program of University of Chandighar
provides a choice of bibliography and literature in
humanities, social science, natural science, medical,
engineering or agriculture, another opportunity is
given to select either a dissertation topic or one from
computer applications, operations research and
systems analysis, or education for LIS. University of
Karachi offers a selection of library types in the first
semester and during the second semester library
legislation of the chose type of library, library
automation, AV materials, archives and many other
options are provided.
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3.3

Relevance and Reference to
Indigenous Libraries

Indian librarianship is very much indigenous,
Most of the textbooks used are by Indian authors
referring to Indian libraries and Information Centres.
Anglo-American books are used only to a limited
extent. Pakistani LIS courses refer to Islamic and
oriental topics in classification and cataloguing,

Pakistani and Islamic literature and problems of’

Pakistani book trade. In Bangladesh, society, history

and culture as well language and literature of

Bangladesh are taught. This characteristic is missing
in the Sri Lankan courses. SLLA three tier course
refers to the use of computers in Sri Lanka, the
activities of SLLLA, the LEARN network, the NLDSB
and the NSF. The MLS (Colombo) refers to national
information systems but the students can not specialise
in any of these fields. There is no reference to the
ancient libraries and literature, information media,
preservation of ola leaf manuscripts, nor to current
librarianship, professional status of the librarian,
problems faced by librarians, Sri Lankan and Buddhist
literature, classification problems of these subjects etc.
Textbooks used in Sri Lanka are mainly Anglo-
American. Senior professionals who are active in LIS
education are either trained in foreign countries or have
been students of foreign trained librarians. These
factors together with insufficient time for careful
planning of courses may have created this void. LIS
education field is not researched and courses are not
properly evaluated and reviewed, these factors may
have contributed to the condition to go unnoticed yet.

4 Curriculum vs Syllabus

“Syllabus is a unidimensional document which
lists the subjects, and contents outline with broad time
allocation. Curriculum is three dimensional and takes
into account the needs of the students, the content and
the instructional methodology”. (Karisiddappa and
Sangam 1994, p.36)

In the light of the above definition, the other
three countries have well defined curricula, but in Sri
Lanka most of the curricula are mere lists of subject
headings. They show the characteristics of syllabi
rather than curricula. SLLA’s three-tier course defines
the course content in depth without paying attention
to the evaluation criteria or instructional methods. The
course documentation of the Masters programs

provide by-laws, assessment methods and evaluation
criteria for the benefit of the students, but do not
provide information on instructional methods or
details of course contents other than main subject
headings.

2.8 Teaching Faculty

94% of the LIS teaching faculty in Sri Lanka
are employed full time in executive posts in Library
and Information Services. Teaching is only a part time
commitment for them and most of them teach only
25-50 hours a year. There are only a few young pro-
fessionals among the teachers, which leads to the ques-
tion whether teaching is not attractive to recently quali-
fied professionals. 84% of the teachers have achieved
general education of Bachelors or Postgraduate level
and 60% of the teachers have academic qualifications
in LIS. 71% have professional qualifications in LIS.
Mobility information of LIS teachers within next five
years indicate that 16% will retire from teaching while
60% of the current teachers are hoping to engage in
higher studies. (Wijetunge and Willson, 1998)

Apart from the Department of Library and In-
formation Science, other organisations which conduct
courses in LIS at present, are not in a position to em-
ploy full time staff. SLLA has no financial provision
for this purpose. Faculty of Graduate Studies of Uni-
versity of Colombo too, has no provision for full time
teachers. Under these circumstances LIS education
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field in Sri Lanka largely depends
upon part time staff.

India and Pakistan had a similar
teaching faculty to Sri Lanka at their
initial stages. Up to the late 1950s
teaching faculty in library schools of India
consisted of part time teachers usually
drawn from the respective universities, and
the university librarian invariably functioned

as the head of the library school. But the need
for full time teachers was duly recognised by the UGC
Review Committee in 1965. Trend over the past 20
years or so has been to employ gradually full time
teachers as well as full time Heads of the library
schools. UGC Panel on Library and Information
Science in 1982 recommended that a university
department of library science/library and information
science should have adequate full time teaching staff
and also a full time Head (Mangla 1994, p. 408).

Karachi Library school, which was the first
started in Pakistan conducted classes with part time
teachers. Other universities followed same pattern at
the initial stage. However, the position changed during
the past 20 years. The university librarian was the head
of the respective schools until early 1970s. Yet today
they are full-fledged departments. Fullbright
scholarship scheme and Asia Foundation has offered
them an opportunity to send prospective teachers
abroad for advanced study. But still the problem is
not solved, because of the vast range of subjects that
need to be taught and lack of experience by teachers.
It is difficult to find potential teachers with the
necessary specialised knowledge partly because most
Pakistani librarians received their own professional
education within the country under the traditional
curricula and partly because many of those who do
receive a more modern professional education abroad
do not return home.

Condition in Bangladesh seems to be close to
that of Sri Lanka. Ahmad (1992) claims that there is a
dearth of experienced, capable and competent full time
teaching staff at postgraduate level. No provision is
made for higher education and training facilities of
teachers in library and information science. In 1959,
Dhaka library school was opened with part time staff
and the university librarian as the Head of the school.
At present this school has one professor, four associate
professors and four assistant professors, but Rajshahi

University and Library Association of Bangladesh still
conducts their courses with part time staff.

The nature of teaching faculty creates several -
problems in the LIS education field. Since almost all
teachers are involved on part time basis their
commitment to teaching is extremely limited. With
their occupational commitments they have very limited
periods for preparation. This is further aggravated by
the minimal library facilities available for them, at the
teaching institutions. Apart from the material gathered
during their student years (which may be more than
five years out dated), the teachers have limited time
and resources to upgrade the knowledge. No
organisation is directly responsible for their career
development as teachers. There is no opportunity for
continuing education as teachers either in LIS or in
teaching methods.

Librarians in Sri Lanka are given a basic
training to manage a library or information centre. The
highest qualification (Masters) available to train
students with this objective and the curriculum has a
limited scope. Those who do well in the local courses
are sometimes taken as teachers for the same course.
This makes the LIS education a closed system
preventing it from expanding its horizon of variety. If
the teacher is truly dedicated and possesses inherent
teaching -ability only, the students will gain. Bonn
(1968) commenting on this part time nature of Indian
teaching faculty in the early days has comment'ed that
“Running a full time library school entirely with part
time staff of teachers-cum-librarians not only dispargge
Indian librarianship and downgrade library education
but also defrauds library users of proper services and
gives library school students something less than the}r
moneys worth.” (Bonn 1968, p.5) This statement 1s
true regarding the present LIS teaching faculty of Sri

Lanka.
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Though the importance of having a full time
teaching faculty in Sri Lanka is stressed, India has
seen the adverse effects of the full time faculty. Kaula
points out that “It has resulted that full time faculty
members have kept themselves aloof from the
practical and clinical work in a library, thereby they
have become theoreticians. Similarly experienced
working librarians have been kept out from the
teaching opportunity that could benefit the students.”
(Kaula 1988, p.174.)

Teachers moved away from the practical real
world can design a curriculum to produce librarians
who do not match the existing library needs. Therefore
there should be a balance of full time teachers as well
as practising librarians. IFLA standards for library
schools confirm this by saying that, some members
of the staff may be practising librarians who teach in
the programme on a part time basis. This is desirable
as a means of amplifying the range of full time staff,
and as a means of giving current, practical viewpoints
to the teaching activity. However, a certain proportion
of staff should be holders of full time teaching
appointments with no work outside the school (IFLA
1976, p.217). Later revision also stresses the
significance of a balance of part-time and full-time
staff. (Daniel, Lazinger and Harbo).

2.9 Research and Publications

India plays an active role in this sphere than
the other South Asian countries. Ranganathan alone
has contributed about 50 monographs and 2000
articles while hundreds of monographs on all LIS
topics are published in English as well as in native
languages. There are about 20 recognised journals
published. LIS education is well represented in the
literature. Several national and international seminars
have been held in India covering LIS education in
general, teaching and evaluation methods, manpower
developments, national policy for LIS education and
restructuring of curricula. Also a considerable amount
of research is being carried out at higher degree level.

Pakistan, though not as much as India,
contributes to the LIS literature by way of higher
degree research and a small number of monographs.
Journal of the Pakistan Library Association carries

articles of high academic standard.

Contribution to LIS research and literature
from Bangladesh is less than from India and Pakistan,
but there are contributions to international journals by
Bangladeshi authors. A few textbooks are published
in English. A number of higher degree level researches
have been carried out on various aspects of
Librarianship but they are not adequate.

Research and publication activities are
rather limited in Sri Lanka. National Library and
Documentation Services Board publishes a quarterly
journal and the SLLA and the University Librarians’
Association publishes two journals. Since the
commencement of Masters degrees a number of
research work has been carried out but these are not
adequate at all. Publication of monographs in native
languages is limited to a handful and there is a dearth
of study material for students.

2.10 National Level Planning

As in most of the other aspects, India has
taken prominence in this aspect too. India has
recognised the importance of national level planning.
So far, no LIS education policy has been established,
but there have been several other activities.
Universities have based their LIS programmes on
“Library science in Indian universities”, The 1965
report of the University Grants Commission (UGC).
Subsequently UGC Panel on Library and Information
Science gave its recommendations on syllabi, teaching
faculty, physical facilities etc. In 1988, Inter Agency
Working Group of UGC submitted a report titled
“Development of Information and Library Network
(INFLIBNET)” which provides guidelines for UIS
programmes. In 1990 UGC formed a curriculum
development committee to maintain uniformity of LIS
education in the country. A considerable amount of
national level activities exist although Indian LIS

educators would like to see more.

National level planning is available in
Pakistan in a lesser degree. In 1987 UGC has prepared
a common curriculum in LIS for Bachelors and
Masters programmes. Pakistan Library Association,

L¥ ]

(2
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in 1972, has set standards for certificate level courses.
A five-year professional development programme has
been conceived as a joint project between British
Council and UGC.

The Bangladesh report of the Education
Commission of 1974 refers not only to the
establishment of various types of libraries but also to
the LIS education. Recommended that LIS
departments should be established in the three general
universities and a training institute for pre-graduate
level courses. A national seminar was held in 1993
on “preparing the libraries and librarians of Bangladesh
for the 21st century”, by the Library Association of
Bangladesh.

National level planning of LIS education is
absent in Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan UGC has provided
no support at all apart from authorising the
commencement of courses in the universities. National
Library Services Board act of 1970 and the SLLA
(incorporation) Act of 1974 are two legislation which
- support LIS education. An expert was invited by the
Ministry of Education and Higher Education in 1983
to assess the LIS education system and make
recommendations, but none of these recommendations
are implemented still. A World Bank team has studied
the LIS education system in 1994 and has
recommended establishment of National Institute of
Library and Information Science (NILIS) with the
special objective of training school librarians. This was
established in 1999 and hopefully national level
planning of LIS education in Sri Lanka will be
undertaken by NILIS.

3. Conclusion )

There are more likenesses than differences in
the LIS education system of the South Asian
countries. They all share the problems of limited
teaching faculty, lack of training facility for teachers,
poor quality of students, lack of resources, absence
of manpower surveys, limited or absent national level
planning and lack of recognition. Variation lies in the
recognition of these problems and attempts made to
overcome them. India takes prominence in this by
Tecognising the importance of libraries and librarians
for the development of the country. Besides, the

professionals provide a good leadership in upgrading
the LIS profession. This characteristic is apparent in
Pakistan and Bangladesh in a lesser degree.

Sri Lanka has done very little so far, to
eliminate and overcome the problems related to LIS
education, although professionals are aware of them.
Lack of effort from the LIS professionals (most
probably as a result of part-time nature of LIS
educators) has contributed to the absence of support
from government authorities. Sri Lankan librarians
will lose their place to the other information-oriented
professionals if they are not educated to serve the
information user of the present. Time to build up a
full-time core of LIS educators to protect the education
and training of the LIS professionals.
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