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♦  2 0 0 2 .0 5 .1 4  e3©@25fc cB°25) 05 9 j8 ,532533g S3̂ .£03 £300007)253 ©ag2533o0O

♦  2 0 0 2 .0 5 . 1 5 £3®©25*9<©7) cfo£53 0 6  £ £ 3 8  ££8)630253 ££30 25)253 g8'25)2o330 8 0 Ojô o32530^o3
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ff&DLiuSso s i—gjgjUULli—g j. cSiCBg) (Bunco 0G5[<5}G5)&)&> ®a>rrsacn_iTQ)
(Lpainna srQjrT ^ilip. ((Bun6n3L_ri) ^earpm j^L Q ir^ aau u L lQ } QaiattallQ) 
6TO6LI5bSbUIJllL_ g>J.

L n d lf T )# iu  u ic t t J S J j& i if l

©SjnL^sogjLlua) axsosill m/bpiii uu3fb^l suLpmj@m agleroecor^sbcnab l̂ecr 2§5̂ iurTasifl6or 0LHT0ilQ) gjTSO®
<&Il(ST)(iST)n<s3T u idrb^ unL_6)E>n9 @6STp 2002.04.08 ^l®50u3sb ^ © jsg i]  11 c ^ ii g0a>g5 6U6toij sFsmuuasoi 

(BajL-CBurirT aiL-sgSteo ^ i—^ ^ u u il i- g j j .  g )u  unL_©0n5la3sb 24  san^orasT  uiW0u/bn0<soirT.

$  ©Seer LQrrs>rT6oor ©ungj] gjisoarwasiUsDr gjisoa 2_g)6iJliun6nri<s5©a)@ i_ni5lfb<̂  QJLpmj@Lb un\—Qjb& <g>6aip
2002.06.07-10 c% jq 0 8 b 0  ejOTJij <ano3, euasusoso (ipansoiJDgjgjjsij c@nJo3l0g>£0 mfbpiii uu3^<^lrgp6ij6org)^®3 

jZ>i— g>S>ui-JLlL_gj. uni_Q0Q5lu3sb 50 f®^ujrTa>orT um@ujbn96OTrr.

m m
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^  ^jjIEJ<306O<a ® 6 tD g U  L|gg<5)a)IhI<S6CD6n<5) ©<5)n6ri6U6DT6LI © S=U Jg60

^  iflffi©®© 6l3(T)U60)6Cr
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12th Anniversary of National Library and Documentation Centre (NLDG)

A  series o f  seminars on ‘ Library Autom ation’ w as held from 7-24 M ay, 2002 at the National Library 
&  Documentation Services Board to mark the 1 2 th anniversary o f  N LD C . Apart from that some religious 
activities and an exhibition o f  L ibrary software were held to mark this event.

The seminar series on Library Automation consisted o f  12  sessions at which different aspects o f  the 
themes were discussed in detail. Eminent professionals in the L IS  &  IC T  and other related fields participated 
as resource persons at those sessions. The follow ings are the themes o f  12  sessions.

07.05.2002
08.05.2002
09.05.2002
10 .05 .2002
14 .05 .2002
15 .0 5 .20 0 2
16 .05.2002
17 .0 5 .20 0 2
2 1.0 5 .2 0 0 2
22.05.2002
23.05 .2002
24.05.2002

The seminar papers are available for sale at the National L ibrary &  Documentation Services Board, 

rh e  p rices fo r  these sem inar papers are as fo llo w s

* A ll seminar papers o f  1 2  sessions - R s. 2000/-
* Sem inar papers o f  6 sessions or 24 Seminar papers - R s. 100 0/-
* Sem inar papers o f  3 sessions or 1 2  Seminar papers - R s. 500/-

❖
❖
❖
❖
*
*
*
*
❖
*
*
*

Seminar 1 
Seminar 2  

Seminar 3 
Seminar 4 
Sem inar 5 
Seminar 6 

Seminar 7 
Seminar 8 

Seminar 9 
Seminar 10  
Sem inar 1 1  

Sem inar 12

D igital Challenge 
Public Library Forum  
School Library Forum 
Special Library Forum 
Library Softw are 
H igher Education Forum 
National A ccess 
Governance 
Copyright &  Publishing 
Training 
Networking 
Planning

A n  evaluation seminar for Public Librarians o f  Southern Province w as held on 1 1  June 2002 at the 
Management Developm ent Training Institute, W akwella, Galle. There were 38 participants at this seminar.
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W o r l d  B o o k  &  C o p y r i g h t  D a y

O n e  d a y  s e m i n a r  w a s  h e l d  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  

W o r l d  B o o k  &  C o p y r i g h t  D a y  t h a t  w a s  f a l l e n  o n  2 3  

A p r i l  2 0 0 2 ,  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  &  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

S e r v i c e s  B o a r d .  H o n .  W . J . M .  L o k u b a n d a r a ,  M i n i s t e r  

o f  J u s t i c e ,  L a w  R e f o r m s ,  N a t i o n a l  I n t e g r a t i o n  &  B u d 

d h a  S a s a n a  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  g u e s t  a t  t h i s  o c c a s i o n .  M e s s e r s  

M a h i n d a  R a l a p a n a w a  &  H e n r y  S a m a r a n a y a k a  d e l i v 

e r e d  l e c t u r e s  in  t h i s  e v e n t .  A  b o o k  e x h i b i t i o n  w a s  a l s o  

h e l d  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S r i  L a n k a  B o o k  P u b l i s h 

e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  a  p o s t e r  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  

d a y  w a s  d e c l a r e d  o p e n  b y  t h e  c h i e f  g u e s t  t o  m a r k  t h i s  

d a y .
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B o o k  E x h i b i t i o n s

B o o k  e x h i b i t i o n s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  &  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d  f o r  t h e  2 n d  

q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 2  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .

D a t e  V e n u e

2 3 - 2  7 A p r i l  2 0 0 2  -  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d

3 0  J u n e  2 0 0 2  t o  0 6  J u l y  2 0 0 2  S t .  T h o m a s e s  C o l l e g e  P i t a k o t t e .

G r a d i n g  o f  L i b r a r i e s

I n f o r m a t i o n  &  m e d i a  u n i t  l i b r a r y  o f  O f f i c i a l  L a n g u a g e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  D r .  R i c h a r d  P a t h i r a n a  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y ,  G a l l e  h a v e  b e e n  u p g r a d e d  a s  S u p r a  G r a d e  L i b r a r i e s .

| T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m s

* A  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  w a s  h e l d  f o r  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  

L i b r a r i a n s  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T e c h n i c a l  

E d u c a t i o n  &  T r a i n i n g  a t  t h e N L D S B  a u d i t o r i u m  f r o m  0 8  A p r i l  

2 0 0 2  t o  11 A p r i l  2 0 0 2 .  2 4  L i b r a r i a n s  t o o k  p a r t  in  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g r a m .

A  F o u r - d a y  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  o n  L i b r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  S c i e n c e  w a s  h e l d  f o r  5 0  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

A t t e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P r o v i n c e ,  f r o m  0 7 - 1 0  J u n e  2 0 0 2  a t  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  T r a i n i n g  

I n s t i t u t e ,  W a k w e l l a ,  G a l l e .
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' |
Retirement

-Mr, Henry Samaranayaka |
j l% w  Chairman for NLDSB j

Prof. Tissa Kariyawasam has been1 
appointed as the 11th chairman o f the NLDSB 

? in June 2002. He is a well-known author o f  
v, books on Folklore, Buddhism and Communi

cation. He has served as the Dean o f Faculty 
■ o f  Afpi, L te v e r i^

& H eadpfthpDepa^^ Com
munication. He also served as the chairman 
o f ISri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation and at 
present he is the acting V ice Chancellor o f  
the University o f  Sri Jayawardhanapufa.

Having served 7 years for National Li
brary and Documentation Services Board as 
the cbabpman Mr. Henry Sain^ranayaka has 
retired recently. We wish Mr. Samaranayaka 
a happy future.

Foundation

A i d  f r o m  J a p a n  f o r  L i b r a r y  D e v e lo p m e n t

A  donation o f  1 m illion yen (Rs. 7,50,000/-) has been given b y A R T IC  Organisation, Japan to the 
N E S E C  Foundation, Kadaw atha, Ranm uthugala to facilitate its services to users. N A R A /U N E S C O  
Organisation in Japan has also donated a sum o f  0 .1 m illion yen (Rs.75,000/-) to the N E S E C  foundation.

The Bandaranaike M em orial Library &  Cultural Centre w as declared open on 03 M ay 2002 at 
Horagolla, Attanagalla in m em ory o f  Late Prime M inisters Mr. S W  R  D Bandaranaika &  M rs Sirim avo 
Bandaranaika. This Library &  Cultural Centre com plex has been designed to provide m any facilities 
eg. lending, reference, research and children’ s unit.
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G i n i g a t h l i e n a  P u b l i c  l i b r a r y  :

‘V im a n s a ’ A  n e w  J o u r n a l

Readers Club of Public Library, Ginigathhena, Media Unit of Ginigathliena Central College and 
‘Vimansa’ Higher Education Institute, Gampola have taken steps to publish a new journal called Vimansa 
recently. This project is being supported by the Kotmale Radio Service.

A Shramadana campaign was launched by the staff & readers of Seethawakapura Public Library on 08th 
June, 2002 with an intention of repairing used books & organising its collection.

Inauguration of New Libraries

❖  A new Library building was declared open in June 2002 at Dharma Dhutha Centre, Pagoda, Nugegoda in 
memory of its founder, Rev. Weeraketiye Kaveeshwara Thero. Funds were provided by the “Building Develop
ment Committee” of the Daham School, parents and devotees of the Dharma Dhutha Centre. The opening cer
emony was presided by the Chief Incumbent of the Vidyalankara Pirivena & Chancellor of University of Kelaniya 
most Ven. Velamitiyawe Kusaladhamma Thero.

❖  Another World Bank Funded School Library Building was inaugurated at Sri Sanghamitta Maha Vidyalaya, 
Neligama, Kelaniya recently by the Minister of School Education Hon. Suranimala Raj apaksha.

Remembrance Ceremony ofMr. Thilakabandu

A remembrance ceremony and an alms giving were organised in memory of late Mr. H Thilakabandu, a 
well known librarian in Sri Lanka recently. This was held at Ranmuthugala Maha Vihara, Kadawatha & organised 
by the staff & students of Dept, of Library & Information Science, University of Kelaniya.

A series of ceremonies were launched to commemorate thel 12 th Birth Anniversary of the veteran author 
Martin Wickramasinghe from 29 to 31 May, 2002 at the National Library & Documentation Services Board.

The ceremony held on 29th May was presided by the Minister of School Education Hon. Suranimala 
Raj apakhsha. Minister of Justice, Law Reforms, National Integration & Buddha Sasana Hon. W J M Lokubandara 
was the chief guest of the ceremony held on 30th May, 2002. Book exhibitions, photograph show on Martin 
Wickramasinghe & Literary Conferences were among the key activities held on these days.
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L i b r a r y  a t  R e g i o n a l  C e n t r e  f o r  S t r a t e g i c  S t u d i e s  ( R C S S )

A  L i b r a r y  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  in  n a m e  o f  l a t e  P r o f .  S h e l t o n  U . K o d i k a r a ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  R e g i o n a l  
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3. Curriculum

3 .1  C o r e  c o u r s e s

In Sri Lanka as w ell as in other South Asian 
countries main emphasis is laid on traditional aspects. 
C a ta lo g u in g  and c la ss if ic a t io n  dom inates the 
curriculum. Library management, information sources 
and services seem to be equally popular. The above 
tables refer only to the core courses where applicable. 
Though alm ost all the courses are designated as 
Library and Inform ation Science, there is very little 
or no elem ent o f  in form ation  scien ce in these 
program m es. A n y  attempt at attitude changes or 
development o f  service attitude seems to be lacking 
throughout the region.

But it is evident from the literature that India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh have realised the necessity 
to change. India held a seminar on (Tejomurthy 1994) 
this subject to discuss the future curriculum o f  L IS  
education besides, several authors (Harinarayana &  
N alini, 1994, B asu  &  Sarkhel, 1996, Singh &  K alra,
1996) have stressed the need for change.

Several authors have commented that present 
courses in Bangladesh are stereotyped and less useful 
to cope with the existing developing situation o f  
libraries. Jam ali (1990), Haider (19 9 5) and K abir 
(1999) have commented that L IS  curricula should 
change to incorporate the newer developments.

Lack  o f  literature regarding this aspect in Sri 
Lanka and the absence o f  regular review s indicate 
that litt le  atten tion  is p a id  to the cu rricu lu m  
development. But in the light o f  the view s o f  experts 
in other South A sian  countries Sri Lankan course 
contents m ust be rev ie w e d  to suit the current

information needs o f  the country.

3 .2  S p e c ia l i s a t io n

A nalysis o f  course documentation revealed 
that, the L IS  programmes in Sri Lanka concentrates 
on training personnel to manage a library by providing 
an in-depth knowledge o f  traditional library practices. 
Trainees are provided with an introductory or basic 
level knowledge o f  traditional library practices. None 
o f  the courses provide an opportunity for them to 
specialise in any particular field. Majumdar and Shukla 
(19 9 4 ) observes that increasing specialisation in 
various fields o f  knowledge demands specialised 
service from their libraries and it has necessitated the 
need for specialisation in L IS  education. They further 
mention that M asters in L IS  is meant for the senior 
professionals; therefore it needs specialisation in 
various aspects. W e should take examples from other 
South A sian  countries especially from India and 
Pakistan where options are provided to specialise. 
M asters program  o f  U n iv ers ity  o f  C handighar 
provides a choice o f  bibliography and literature in 
humanities, social science, natural science, medical, 
engineering or agriculture, another opportunity is 
given to select either a dissertation topic or one from 
com puter applications, operations research and 
systems analysis, or education for L IS . University o f 
Karachi offers a selection o f  library types in the first 
sem ester and during the second semester library 
leg islation  o f  the chose type o f  library, library 
automation, A V  materials, archives and m any other 
options are provided.



provide by-law s, assessment methods and evaluation 
criteria for the benefit o f  the students, but do not 
provide inform ation on instructional methods or 
details o f  course contents other than main subject 
headings.
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3 .3  R e l e v a n c e  a n d  R e f e r e n c e  t o  

I n d i g e n o u s  L i b r a r i e s

Indian librarianship is very much indigenous. 
M ost o f  the textbooks used are b y  Indian authors 
referring to Indian libraries and Information Centres. 
A nglo-A m erican books are used only to a limited 
extent. Pakistani L IS  courses refer to Islam ic and 
oriental topics in c lassification  and cataloguing, 
Pakistani and Islam ic literature and problem s o f  
Pakistani book trade. In Bangladesh, society, history 
and culture as w e ll lan gu age  and literature o f  
Bangladesh are taught. This characteristic is m issing 
in the Sri Lankan courses. S L L A  three tier course 
refers to the use o f  com puters in Sri Lanka, the 
activities o f  S L L A , the L E A R N  network, the N L D S B  
and the N SF . The M L S  (Colom bo) refers to national 
information systems but the students can not specialise 
in any o f  these fields. There is no reference to the 
ancient libraries and literature, information media, 
preservation o f  o la le a f manuscripts, nor to current 
librarianship, professional status o f  the librarian, 
problems faced b y librarians, Sri Lankan and Buddhist 
literature, classification problems o f  these subjects etc. 
Textbooks used in Sri Lan ka are m ainly A n glo- 
American. Senior professionals who are active in L IS  
education are either trained in foreign countries or have 
been students o f  foreign trained librarians. These 
factors together with insufficient time for careful 
planning o f  courses m ay have created this void. L IS  
education field  is not researched and courses are not 
properly evaluated and review ed, these factors m ay 
have contributed to the condition to go unnoticed yet.

4  C u r r i c u lu m  v s  S y l l a b u s

“ Syllabus is a unidimensional document which 
lists the subjects, and contents outline with broad time 
allocation. Curriculum is three dimensional and takes 
into account the needs o f  the students, the content and 
the instructional m ethodology” . (Karisiddappa and 
Sangam  1994, p.36)

In the light o f  the above definition, the other 
three countries have w ell defined curricula, but in Sri 
Lanka most o f  the curricula are mere lists o f  subject 
headings. They show the characteristics o f  syllabi 
rather than curricula. S L L A ’ s three-tier course defines 
the course content in depth without paying attention 
to the evaluation criteria or instructional methods. The 
course docum entation o f  the M asters program s

2 .8  T e a c h in g  F a c u l t y

94%  o f  the L IS  teaching faculty in Sri Lanka 
are em ployed full time in executive posts in Library 
and Information Services. Teaching is only apart time 
commitment for them and most o f  them teach only 
25-50 hours a year. There are only a few  young pro
fessionals among the teachers, which leads to the ques
tion whether teaching is not attractive to recently quali
fied professionals. 84% o f the teachers have achieved 
general education o f  Bachelors or Postgraduate level 
and 60%  o f  the teachers have academic qualifications 
in L IS . 7 1%  have professional qualifications in L IS . 
M obility information o f  L IS  teachers within next five 
years indicate that 16 %  w ill retire from teaching while 
60%  o f  the current teachers are hoping to engage in 
higher studies. (W ijetunge and W illson, 1998)

Apart from the Department o f  Library and In
formation Science, other organisations which conduct 
courses in L IS  at present, are not in a position to em
ploy full time staff. S L L A  has no financial provision 
for this purpose. Faculty o f  Graduate Studies o f  U ni
versity o f  Colombo too, has no provision for full time 
teachers. Under these circumstances L IS  education
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field  in Sri Lanka largely depends 
upon part time staff.

India and Pakistan had a similar 
teaching faculty to Sri Lanka at their 
in itia l stages. U p  to the late 19 5 0 s  
teaching faculty in library schools o f  India 
consisted o f  part tim e teachers usually  
drawn from the respective universities, and 
the university librarian invariably functioned 
as the head o f  the library school. But the need 
for full time teachers was duly recognised b y the U G C  
R eview  Committee in 1965. Trend over the past 20 
years or so has been to em ploy gradually full time 
teachers as w ell as full time Heads o f  the library 
schools. U G C  Panel on L ibrary and Inform ation 
Science in 19 8 2  recom m ended that a university 
department o f  library science/library and information 
science should have adequate full time teaching sta ff 
and also a full time Head (M angla 1994, p. 408).

Karachi Library school, which was the first 
started in Pakistan conducted classes with part time 
teachers. Other universities follow ed same pattern at 
the initial stage. However, the position changed during 
the past 20 years. The university librarian was the head 
o f  the respective schools until early 1970s. Y e t today 
th ey  are fu ll- f le d g e d  departm ents. F u llb r ig h t 
scholarship scheme and A sia  Foundation has offered 
them an opportunity to send prospective teachers 
abroad for advanced study. But still the problem is 
not solved, because o f  the vast range o f  subjects that 
need to be taught and lack o f  experience b y teachers. 
It is d ifficu lt to find potential teachers with the 
necessary specialised knowledge partly because most 
Pakistani librarians received their own professional 
education within the country under the traditional 
curricula and partly because many o f  those who do 
receive a more modem professional education abroad 
do not return home.

Condition in Bangladesh seems to be close to 
that o f  Sri Lanka. Ahm ad (1992) claims that there is a 
dearth o f  experienced, capable and competent full time 
teaching sta ff at postgraduate level. No provision is 
made for higher education and training facilities o f 
teachers in library and information science. In 1959, 
Dhaka library school w as opened with part time staff 
and the university librarian as the Head o f  the school. 
A t present this school has one professor, four associate 
professors and four assistant professors, but Rajshahi

University and Library Association o f  Bangladesh still 
conducts their courses with part time staff.

The nature o f  teaching faculty creates several 
problems in the L IS  education field. Since almost all 
teachers are in vo lved  on part tim e b asis  their 
commitment to teaching is extrem ely limited. With 
their occupational commitments they have very limited 
periods for preparation. This is further aggravated by 
the minimal library facilities available for them, at the 
teaching institutions. Apart from the material gathered 
during their student years (which m ay be more than 
five years out dated), the teachers have limited time 
and reso u rces to u p grad e  the k n o w led g e . N o 
organisation is directly responsible for their career 
development as teachers. There is no opportunity for 
continuing education as teachers either in L IS  or in 
teaching methods.

Librarians in Sri Lanka are given a basic 
training to manage a library or information centre. The 
highest qualification (M asters) available to train 
students with this objective and the curriculum has a 
limited scope. Those who do w ell in the local courses 
are sometimes taken as teachers for the same course. 
This m akes the L IS  education a closed  system  
preventing it from expanding its horizon o f  variety. I f  
the teacher is truly dedicated and possesses inherent 
teaching ability only, the students w ill gain. Bonn 
(1968) commenting on this part time nature o f  Indian 
teaching faculty in the early days has commented that 
“ Running a full time library school entirely with part 
time staff o f  teachers-cum-librarians not only disparage 
Indian iibrarianship and downgrade library education 
but also defrauds library users o f  proper services and 
gives library school students something less than their 
moneys worth.”  (Bonn 1968, p.5) This statement is 
true regarding the present L IS  teaching faculty o f Sri 

Lanka.



_____________________________________ ____
Though the importance o f  having a full time 

teaching faculty in Sri Lanka is stressed, India has 
seen the adverse effects o f  the full time faculty. Kaula 
points out that “ It has resulted that full time faculty 
m em bers h ave kept them selves a lo o f from  the 
practical and clinical w ork in a library, thereby they 
have becom e theoreticians. S im ilarly  experienced 
w orking librarians have been kept out from  the 
teaching opportunity that could benefit the students.”  
(Kaula 1988, p .17 4 .)

Teachers m oved away from the practical real 
world can design a curriculum to produce librarians 
who do not match the existing library needs. Therefore 
there should be a balance o f  full time teachers as w ell 
as practising librarians. IF L A  standards for library 
schools confirm  this b y  saying that, some members 
o f  the sta ff m ay be practising librarians who teach in 
the programme on a part time basis. This is desirable 
as a means o f  am plifying the range o f  full time staff, 
and as a means o f  giving current, practical viewpoints 
to the teaching activity. However, a certain proportion 
o f  s ta ff  should be holders o f  fu ll tim e teaching 
appointments with no work outside the school (IF L A  
19 7 6 , p .2 17 ) .  L a te r  re v is io n  a lso  stresses the 
significance o f  a balance o f  part-time and full-time 
staff. (Daniel, Lazinger and Harbo).

2 .9  R e s e a r c h  a n d  P u b l i c a t io n s

India plays an active role in this sphere than 
the other South A sian  countries. Ranganathan alone 
has contributed about 50 m onographs and 2000 
articles w hile hundreds o f  monographs on all L IS  
topics are published in English as w ell as in native 
languages. There are about 20 recognised journals 
published. L IS  education is w ell represented in the 
literature. Several national and international seminars 
have been held in India covering L IS  education in 
general, teaching and evaluation methods, manpower 
developments, national policy for L IS  education and 
restructuring o f  curricula. A lso a considerable amount 
o f  research is being carried out at higher degree level.

Pakistan, though not as much as India, 
contributes to the L IS  literature by w ay o f  higher 
degree research and a small number o f  monographs. 
Journal o f  the Pakistan Library Association carries
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articles o f  high academic standard.

Contribution to L IS  research and literature 
from Bangladesh is less than from India and Pakistan, 
bdt there are contributions to international journals by 
Bangladeshi authors. A  few  textbooks are published 
in English. A  number o f  higher degree level researches 
h av e  been  ca rr ie d  out on v a r io u s  a sp ects  o f  
Librarianship but they are not adequate.

Research and publication activities are 
rather lim ited in Sri Lanka. N ational L ibrary and 
Documentation Services Board publishes a quarterly 
journal and the S L L A  and the U niversity Librarians’ 
A sso c ia tio n  pu b lish es tw o jo u rn a ls . S in ce  the 
com m encem ent o f  M asters degrees a number o f  
research w ork has been carried out but these are not 
adequate at all. Publication o f  monographs in native 
languages is limited to a handful and there is a dearth 
o f  study material for students.

2 . 1 0  N a t io n a l  L e v e l  P l a n n in g

A s in most o f  the other aspects, India has 
taken prom inence in this aspect too. In dia  has 
recognised the importance o f  national level planning. 
So far, no L IS  education policy has been established, 
but there h av e  b een  se v e ra l other a c t iv it ie s . 
Universities have based their L IS  programmes on 
“ Library science in Indian universities” , The 1965 
report o f  the University Grants Com m ission (UGC). 
Subsequently U G C  Panel on Library and Information 
Science gave its recommendations on syllabi, teaching 
faculty, physical facilities etc. In 1988, Inter A gency 
W orking Group o f  U G C  submitted a report titled 
“ Development o f  Information and Library Network 
(IN F L IB N E T )”  which provides guidelines for U IS  
programm es. In 1990 U G C  form ed a curriculum 
development committee to maintain uniformity o f  L IS  
education in the country. A  considerable amount o f  
national level activities exist although Indian L IS  
educators would like to see more.

N ational level planning is available in 
Pakistan in a lesser degree. In 1987 U G C  has prepared 
a com m on curriculum  in L IS  for Bachelors and 
M asters programmes. Pakistan Library Association,
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in 1972, has set standards for certificate level courses. 
A  five-year professional development programme has 
been conceived as a joint project between British 
Council and U G C .

The Bangladesh report o f  the Education 
C o m m iss io n  o f  19 7 4  re fe rs  not o n ly  to the 
establishment o f  various types o f  libraries but also to 
the L I S  ed u catio n . R e co m m en d ed  that L IS  
departments should be established in the three general 
universities and a training institute for pre-graduate 
level courses. A  national seminar was held in 1993 
on “preparing the libraries and librarians o f  Bangladesh 
for the 2 1s t  century” , by the Library Association o f  
Bangladesh.

National level planning o f  L IS  education is 
absent in Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan U G C  has provided 
no support at a ll apart fro m  au th o ris in g  the 
commencement o f  courses in the universities. National 
Library Services Board act o f  19 70  and the S L L A  
(incorporation) A ct o f  19 74  are two legislation which 
support L IS  education. A n  expert was invited b y the 
M inistry o f  Education and Higher Education in 1983 
to assess the L IS  education  system  and m ake 
recommendations, but none o f  these recommendations 
are implemented still. A  W orld Bank team has studied 
the L I S  ed u ca tio n  sy s te m  in  19 9 4  and has 
recommended establishment o f  National Institute o f  
Library and Information Science (N ILIS) with the 
special objective o f training school librarians. This was 
established in 19 9 9  and hopefully national level 
planning o f  L IS  education in Sri Lan ka w ill be 
undertaken by N IL IS .

3 . C o n c l u s i o n  ■

There are more likenesses than differences in 
the L IS  education  system  o f  the South A s ia n  
countries. They all share the problems o f  limited 
teaching faculty, lack o f  training facility for teachers, 
poor quality o f  students, lack o f  resources, absence 
o f manpower surveys, limited or absent national level 
planning and lack o f  recognition. Variation lies in the 
recognition o f  these problems and attempts made to 
overcome them. India takes prominence in this by 
recognising the importance o f  libraries and librarians 
for the developm ent o f  the country. Besides, the

professionals provide a good leadership in upgrading 
the L IS  profession. This characteristic is apparent in 
Pakistan and Bangladesh in a lesser degree.

Sri Lanka has done very  little so far, to 
eliminate and overcome the problems related to L IS  
education, although professionals are aware o f  them. 
L ack  o f  effort from  the L IS  professionals (most 
probably as a result o f  part-tim e nature o f  L IS  
educators) has contributed to the absence o f  support 
from government authorities. Sri Lankan librarians 
w ill lose their place to the other information-oriented 
professionals i f  they are not educated to serve the 
information user o f  the present. Tim e to build up a 
full-time core o f  L IS  educators to protect the education 
and training o f  the L IS  professionals.

2 9  *
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4 .  S c a n n i n g  O f f i c e r

N a m e

S i g n a t u r e

C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  S c a n n i n g

/ h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  s c a n n i n g  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  m y  s u p e n u s i o n .  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  n o r m s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  d i g i t a l  s c a n n i n g  a c c u r a t e l y ,  a l s o  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

d o c u m e n t  t o  b e  a c c e p t e d  i n  a  c o u r t  o f  l a w .
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