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Inauguration Ceremony of the E x-
hibition and Seminar Series held to
mark the Literary Month,

03.09.2002
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Training Programme for Public Li-
brarians ofthe North Central Prov-

ince at Anuradhapura, 12.07.2002
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Opening of Colombo International

Book Fair, 10.09.2002
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N ational Library News

Distribution of International Book Aid

Book donations received to the National Library and Documentation Services Board
(NLDSB) fromthe Book Aid International are distributed to public and school libraries in provin-
cial level. Accordingly, books were donated as follows; 40 books to Hambanthota Rajapaksa
Maha Vidyalaya, 20 books to Mahanuwara Kossinna Kanista Vidyalaya and 20 book parcels
containing 30 books each to 20 schools of the North and East.

Training Courses

¢ Under the project for training librarians and other library personnel, 02 training courses were
conducted for the public librarians and library attendants of the North Central Province from 12 to
15 July 2002 at the Management Development Training Unit in Anuradapura.

¢ Atheoretical and practical training course on Conservation of Library Collections and Book
Binding was conducted for the public librarians from 19 to 21 July 2002 at the NLDSB Audito-
rium. Representatives from 18 libraries participated for this training course.

#An awareness seminar on library activities for provincial deputy directors of pirivena library
sector was held on 05.07.2002 at the NLDSB Seminar Room.

There were 20 participants at the seminar.

¢ Atraining course for pirivena librarians of Sabaragamuwa

Province was conducted from 11 to 14.09.2002 at the

Thirivanaketiya Vidyathana Pirivena in Ratnapura

~One day in service training programme was conducted on

27.08.2002 for seven Maldivian librarians who follow the

Advanced Distance Education Programme in Library and

Information Science (ADEPLIS) conducted by the Sri Lanka

Library Assciation to make them aware the activities androle A lecture of the training course in
ofthe National Library and Documentation Services Board. Ratnapura

Literary Seminars

The literary festival to mark the literary
month of the year 2002 organised by the Na-
tional Library and Documentation Services
Board was conducted on 03.09.2002 and
Dr.Karunasena Kodithuwakku, Minister of
Human Resource Development Education and
Cultural Affairs was the chief guest on the oc-
casion. A book exhibition was also conducted
and some latest books published by the National
Library and Documentation Services Board
(NLDSB) was also launched on this occasion.

Three seminars were also conducted lor

Book launching ceremony 03.09.2002 . . .
9 y writers, school children and publisheres. Prot.



fldrwOw yesaatS 23/3, 2002 -w d 5~ daid

Tissa Kariyawasam, Mr Somaweera Senanayake, Miss Padma Bandaranayake, Mr. Sarath
Wijesuriya, Mrs. Varum Gangabadaarachchi and Mr. U P Alahakoon conducted lectures in the-
Ses seminars.

in addition, demonstrations on On-line catalogues of some special and university libraries
were also held National Science Foundation, Industrial Technology Institute, Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, University of Moratuwa and the Open University of Sri Lanka, were among the
demonstretors at this event

New publications compiled and published by the National Library

Newspaper Article Index - 1992

This index includes information on articles published in main Sinhala National Newspa-
pers in the country. This is a valuable guide to researchers as well as the other readers to access
to newspayper articles.

Index to Postgraduate Theses - 1981 - 2000 Vol. 1

This includes information onl 359 postgraduate theses on different subject areas. This is
useful for everyone in the library field and the second volume of this index is to be published inthe
future.

Standards and methology on book publishing

Although government institutions, private institutions and various authors publish books
largely, it has been found that in most books standards of book publication have not been fol-
lowed. With the objective of making aware the publishers and authors, a book on methods of
book compilation was published by the National Library and Documentation Services Board.
This book gives a wide understanding about how to compile a book according to the standard
format

Other News

International Book Fair

The 4 h Colombo International
Book Fair jointly organised by the Sri Tanka
Book Publishers’ Association and
Bandaranaiake National Memorial Founda-
tion was ceremonially opened on 10th Sep-
tember at the Bandaranaika Memorial Intra-
national Conference Flail with the partici-
pation of clergy, ministers, local and foreign
authors and scholars.

In addition to the local publishers, a large number of foreign publishers also participated in
the fair. The leading book publishing companies in the world like Cambridge University Press,
Evergreen Publishers, Nelson Thornes, Oxford University Press, Prentice Flail are among them.

The book fair consisted of about 150 stalls spread through out the exhibition hall and
thousands of books were displayed for the public.



A Tribute to a Senior Librarian

M S U Amarasiri
Director General
N ational Library and Documentation Services Board

At the outset let me thank the organisers
for inviting me as the guest of honour at this
meeting, which has been organised by the South
Eastern University to felicitate Mr S M
Kamaldeen, a well-known librarian and a
scholar in Sri Lanka and release the publication
titled "Writings of S M Kamaldeen : A Bibliog-
raphy’. | must specially thank the Vice Chan-
cellor of the South Eastern University Prof. M
L A Cadre, Mr. S Rubasingham, former librar-
lan of Moratuwa University, Mr M B M
Fairooz, Librarian, Department of Census and
Statistics and the compiler of the bibliography
and the others who organised this ceremony.

I consider it agreat honour as my asso-
ciation with him dates back to 1977 and hence
span a quarter century. When | joined the Na-
tional Library Services Board on 1July 1977,
exactly 25 years ago for today, Mr Kamaldeen
was already working there as a senior profes-
sional and | had the privileage of working
closely with him till his retirement in 1982. Our
association continued even subsequently as he
functioned as a resource person at seminars and
training programmes conducted by the Board
as well as being amember of Governing
Board for a number of years.

Address by MrM S U Amarasiri,
Director General, National Li-
brary and Documentation Ser-
vices Board as the guest of
honour at the ceremony of re-
leasing ofthe book titled “Writ-
ings of S M Kamaldeen; A Bib-
liography” organised by the
South - Eastern University

Mr. Kamaldeen was born on 2"dApril
1922 in Chilaw. After schooling at St. Mary’s
College, Chilaw, Zahira College, Colombo and
Jaffna Coliege, Vadukkodai, he entered the Uni-
versity of Ceylon and read for a BA degree in
economics, geography and tamil. Later he pro-
ceeded to Canada and did a further degree in
education at the University of Toronto. Subse-
guently he obtained the Postgraduate Diploma
in Library Science from University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya.

After completing the first degree he
started his carrier as ateacher inthe tutorial staff
of Zahira College, Colombo in 1948, where he
served for six years. Thereafter he joined the
library profession in 1954 and was appointed
as the Deputy Chief Librarian, Colombo Pub-
lic Library. He served in this capacity for 18
years. In 1972 hejoined the Sri Lanka National
Library Services Board as an Assistant Direc-

tor and served in this national institution till his
retirement in 1982.

After retiring from government service
he served in Bomo State, Nigeria as an Educa-
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tion Officer from 1982 to 1985. On his return
to Sri Lanka he continued with his involvements
in the library and Information Science field. He
actively participated in activities of the Sri Lanka
Library Association (SLLA) as an office bearer
and a lecturer of the library science education.
He also served on various committees of the Co-
lombo Public Library and National Library and
Documentation Services Board and he is also

serving as the honorary librarian of the Islamic
Cultural Centre.

As a fellow librarian I consider it my
honoured duty to speak a few words about Mr
S M Kamaldeen’s professional contribution to
the library and information field in Sri Lanka.
He left an indelible mark in two major library
institutions in Sri Lanka, namely, the Colombo
Public Library and the National Library Services
Board. As the Deputy Librarian of the Colombo
Public Library he did yeoman service to improve
the library and its services among which was
the initiating of the library’s tamil collection.
Mrs. Ishvari Corea, former Chief Librarian, Co-
lombo Public Library once said that Mr
Kamaldeen was one of the finest librarians and
trusted lieutenants she met during her tenure as
a librarian. He was a tower of strength to the
librarian and to the Municipal Council as a pro-
fessional librarian as well as an able administra-
tor. As all of us are aware a number of distin-
guished librarians were associated with the Co-
lombo Public Library from its inception and Mr.
Kamaldeen is one of them.

He was one of the first few professional
librarians came in to the National Library Ser-
vices Board. After much deliberation the Ceylon
National Library Services Board (CNLSB) was
established in 1970 and the then Governing
Board looked for energetic and experienced pro-
fessionals to serve in the new national institute.
At that time Mr K D Somadasa, former librar-
1an, University of Peradeniya, was the founder
Director of the Library Services Board. In 1972
Mr Kamaldeen and late Mrs K L Panditharatne
teamed up with him as the two other senior pro-
fessionals. During the initial period the three of
them had to shoulder the challenges of estab-
lishing the National Library Board on a firm

footing and organise its services. Although to-
day the National Library Board and the National
Library have 14 divisions manned by a large
number of professional and para - professional
staff, there was only one library services divi-
sion during the initial period and Mr Kamaldeen
was the head of the division while Ms
Panditharatne looked after the Kandy branch.
Only a handful of library assistants and other
supporting staff were there at the time.

/ They faced all the teething problems nor-
mally associated with a new institution. He had
to travel throughout the country meeting heads
of local authorities, departments, institutions,
schools and religious institutions as well as li-
brarians and providing them with assistance and
advice on library matters. Library inspections,
writing reports, advisory services, organising
book exhibitions and training programmes had
to be carried out with minimum support staff
during this difficult period. I still remember Mr
Danforth, the then Director (Training) of the
Local Government Department and Mr
Wijegunasinghe, Library Development Officer
of the Ministry of Education as being regular
visitors of Mr Kamaldeen seeking his assistance.
There were no comforts available as those we
take for granted presently. Undoubtedly his pro-
fessional training and long association with the
Colombo Public Library would have come to
his assistance during this period.

In addition to being a professional librar-
ian he possesses excellent public relation skills
which were undoubtedly aided by his expertise
in all three languages; Sinhala, Tamil and En-_
glish. Mr Kamaldeen and Mrs Panditharatne
were the first library professionals in the coun-
try who endeavoured to organise and develop
the public and school library sectors at national
level to suit modern day requirements. They en-
thusiastically travelled all over the country fac-

‘ing numerous challenges and hardships trying

to fulfil this mission. I recall the farewell ac-
corded to Mr Kamaldeen by the National Li-
brary Services Board in 1982 at which the then
Chairman of the Board, late Mr M J Perera
stated that the Library Services Board was then
known as ‘Mr Kamaldeen’s workplace.’
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He was close to the staff of the Board

and spared no efforts to look after their welfare.
He used to accompany them on staff trips to
distant places and proved to be a fun loving per-
son. Let me recall one of the popular stories that
did the rounds in office and was connected to
the staff trip to Dimbulagala hermitage in 1974
or 75. On this trip the staff along with Mr
Kamaldeen climbed Dimbulagala rock temple.
It was a difficult climb and they were out of
breath when they reached the summit. Then they
suddenly met with the chief priest, who was fa-
mous for his deep threatening sounding voice
that made everyone obey his instructions. The
chief priest ordered everyone to be seated to
observe pansil and commenced administering
pansil. The other officers were somewhat sur-
prised to see Mr Kamaldeen also observing
pansil, probably for the first and last time in his
life.

Coming back to Mr Kamaldeen’s pro-
fessional contribution he has written extensively
in both Tamil and English. This is evident by
the bibliography released today. Even though
retired he still continues his close association
with the library profession and is an active mem-
ber of the Sri Lanka Library Association and
has held senior positions, including being its
president in 1990/91. A former President of the
Library Association was telling me recently that
Mr Kamaldeen is one of the few librarians who
attend committee meetings and other functions
related to the profession on a regular basis and
also makes meaningful contributions at them.
He has been a lecturer at the library and infor-
mation science courses conducted by the library
association. As recognition of his valuable ser-
vice to the library and information profession,
he was awarded the Honorary Fellowship of
the Sri Lanka Library Association in 19935.

During the past several years he served
as a Board Member of the National Library and
Documentation Services Board and the Board
found his professional knowledge and experi-
ence to be extremely valuable in guiding the in-
stitution. He also served in a number of impor-
tant committees of the Board. Special mention
should be made of his contribution in drawing

up of the present National Library and Docu-
mentation Services Board Act in the mid 1990s.
He also played a crucial role in the provincial
council library development plan currently be-
ing implemented. It was Mr Kamaldeen who
initiated and formulated the district library de-
velopment plan in the early 1980s, which was
the forerunner of the current provincial council
library development project.

There is no doubt that Mr Kamaldeen’s
favourite fields were the public and school li-
brary sectors. His long association with Co-
lombo public library, the special training he re-
ceived in Australia in 1973 under UNESCO,
his communication skills and his natural outgo-
ing friendly nature made him an ideal consult-
ant for these library sectors. In 1970 he assisted
Ms Evelyn J Evans, the UNESCO library ex-
pert and wrote a basic manual for school librar-
ies in Tamil. In 1977 he participated at a sym-
posia in Germany on designing of public library
buildings. The Local Government Department
made use ofhis specialised knowledge and skills
to improve public libraries throughout the coun-
try. His Tamil translation of IFLA Standards for
public libraries in 1993 is widely used by local
authorities and public librarians in Tamil speak-
ing areas in the country.

When a part of the Jaffna Public Library
was burned down in 1981, Mr Kamaldeen went
to Jaffna, inspected the damaged library and
submitted areport to the National Library Ser-

~ vices Board. He was one of the first few public

officials from the central government who vis-
ited the library after the debacle. His report and
advise helped the Jaffna Municipal Council to
rebuiild the affected section and open the library
to the public once again within few years. How-
ever, with the escalation of violence the Jaffna
public library was completely destroyed subse-
quently.

His contribution towards the setting up
of the National Library should also be mentioned
. The National Library project proposal, build-
ing plan and basic professional activities were
drawn up in 1970s and Mr Kamldeen also con-
tributed to this process. Whenever he visits the
National Library now, he is beaming with
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happiness and always appreciates our work
while pointing out the areas to be improved.

It is no secret that his beloved wife,
Haleema, a well-known educationist, has con-
tributed to this success in no small measure. He
in blessed with a son who graduated from Ala-
bama University, USA and is currently pursu-
ing his postgraduate studies there.

While appreciating Mr. Kamaldeen’ s
contribution to the Library and Information field
and to the country at large, we wish him good

health and many more years of service to the
nation.

Thank you.
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