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A w a k e n i n g  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s

M  S  U p a l i  A m a r a s i r i  

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d

This year the National Library and 
Documentation Services Board (NLDSB), for­
merly known as the Sri Lanka National Library 
Services Board (est. 1970), completes 33 years 
o f service to the nation. The National Library 
and Documentation Centre (NLDC) inaugu­
rated in 1990 under the NLDSB, celebrates its 
13th anniversary this year. Both the NLDSB and 
the NLDC are considered apex institutions in 
the library and information field in Sri Lanka.

At the time o f establishment the main 
objectives o f  the National Library Services 
Board were to assist various institutions, authori­
ties and departments to improve their library and 
information services, to extend a helping hand 
to authors and publishers and to establish the 
National Library o f Sri Lanka, which was con­
sidered to be long overdue at the time.

Looking back at the last three decades, 
one can be proud o f the achievements o f the 
NLDSB in these spheres. Without doubt the li­
brary and information services in the country 
are in much better shape compared to a few de­
cades ago. It is true that Sri Lanka still has a 
long way to go in establishing a fully-fledged 
modem library and information service cover­
ing the entire country with special emphasis on 
various sub sectors and special areas. With the 
rapid developments in information and commu­
nication technology (ICT) and the unprec­
edented expansion o f human knowledge, pro­
viding successful library and information ser­
vices is a serious challenge even to developed 
countries.

Due to the initiatives taken by a large 
number o f institutions and persons, with the sup­
port o f the respective authorities and the gov­
ernment, library service has moved forward in 
Sri Lanka. Universities and other higher educa­

tional institutions, research institutes and local 
authorities have improved their library facilities 
considerably in the recent past. Through im­
provements in the country’s telecommunication 
sector the government has indirectly lent a help­
ing hand to develop the library sector. As a re­
sult o f  the liberal economic policy o f succes­
sive governments and special concessions given

___  • ____

the IT sector, usage o f computers and other IT
peripherals in the library field has become a com­
mon feature. Today most o f the leading librar­
ies have been automated and they also use ICT 
for abetter service. These libraries are engaged 
in web-based activities more actively and most 
o f them have On-line Public Access Catalogues 
(OPACs). This trend is gradually being ex­
panded to the public and school library sectors 
as well.

■ Human Resource Developm ent^

Human resource development in the 
field has improved tremendously during the last 
few years. The Department o f Library Studies 
o f the Kelaniya University offers both degree 
and postgraduate programmes while the Co­
lom bo U n iversity  offers postgraduate  
programmes in library and information science. 
The recently established National Institute o f  
Library and Information Science offers a num­
ber o f training programmes while the Sri Lanka 
Library Association conducts courses for both 
professional and para-professional staff engaged 
in this field. The NLDSB conducts continuing 
educational programmes for working librarians. 
Other institutions such as the National Science 
Foundation, American Information Resource 
Centre, British Council, National Institute o f  
Education, School Library Development Unit
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o f the Ministry o f  Education and provincial 
councils undertake training o f library personnel 
in various forms.

In addition to these local programmes 
librarians are afforded opportunities to follow  
postgraduate courses and short courses at uni­
versities and other institutions overseas in time 
to time. During the last few years a number o f  
senior professionals obtained postgraduate 
qualifications from leading universities in the 
UK, Australia, New Zealand, India, Malaysia, 
USA and Canada. The NLDSB while beihg 
engaged in continuing educational activities o f  
its own also assists other institutions to main­
tain the required standards and to avoid repeti­
tions in the programmes conducted by such in­
stitutions. Being the institution with the largest 
number o f  professional librarians, the staff o f  
NLDSB serves as resource persons to all other 
institutions in their training programmes.

Standards a M A d v iso ry  8 erv ice j>

The NLDSB also formulates standards 
for library services. Presently standards for pub­
lic, school and department libraries have been 
published. Guidelines provided by UNESCO  
and the International Federations o f Library As­
sociations and Institutions (IFLA) have been 
taken into consideration in formulating these 
standards. The standards are revised periodi­
cally. It is a responsibility o f  the NLDSB to 
upgrade libraries and in this exercise the main 
criteria for upgrading is adherence to the re­
quired standards.

The library advisory service conducted 
by the NLDSB helps improve the library ser­
vices in the country. Advisory services are pro­
vided in ever}7 sphere o f the library7 field includ­
ing planning o f  library buildings, interior plan- 
ning/designing, furniture and equipment, collec­
tion development, organisation o f library mate­
rial, library automation, information retrieval, 
bibliographic and documentation services, con­
servation and preservation and extension ser­
vices. Though the advisory services were pro­
vided free o f charge earlier, presently a nomi­
nal fee is charged for the service. Small and eco­
nomically weak institutions/libraries can still re­
ceive the service free o f charge.

Publication A ssistance^

Assistance rendered towards writers and 
publishers to publish books through the Book  
D evelopm ent Project is one o f  the major 
achievements o f the NLDSB. As pointed out 
by a writer recently, through this project the 
NLDSB has revolutionised the local publish­
ing field during the last two decades. The project 
has helped almost 1,000 writers-both young and 
upcoming as well as established writers - to pub­
lish their new creations. A considerable num­
ber o f  prominent writers have come to the lime­
light through this project o f the NLDSB. Nearly
2,000 new publications, running to a millions 
o f copies have been published through the 
project. Not only writers, but printers, publish­
ers, cover designers and numerous others asso­
ciated with the publishing industry have ben­
efited from the project.

Parallel to the B ook D evelopm ent 
Project, a number o f small-scale publication as­
sistance projects were also undertaken by the 
NLDSB. Reprinting o f  out o f  print books was 
one o f  such project. Under this scheme, assis­
tance was provided to reprint a number o f  im­
portant works o f prominent writers. Editing and 
publishing o f well known classics o f  Sri Lanka, 
e.g. Pansiya Panas Jatakaya, Pujavaliya, 
Mahawansa is another noteworthy contribution 
in the field. Emerson Tenant’s Ceylon and a 
number o f other important literary works were 
translated and published.

Q uality im p ro vem en t

Purchasing books from authors, facili­
tating to sell and display the work o f  author- 
publishers at the National Library bookshop, 
providing ISBN, ISSN and ISMN and Cata­
loguing in Publications (CIP) data are some o f  
the other services available through the NLDSB. 
Due to the sustained efforts o f the NLDSB, pres­
ently the International Standard Book Number 
(ISBN) has become an essential part o f  a book. 
These numbers are given free o f  charge. The 
printing standards introduced by the NLDSB  
have impacted significantly towards improving 
the quality o f local publishing. Usage o f  quality 
paper, section binding, high quality covers, fol-
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lowing o f internationally accepted book designs, 
etc have become accepted norms today. These 
standards were first introduced by the NLDSB 
through its Book Development Project.

The role played by the Sri Lanka Book 
Publishers Association in this sphere is also ac­
knowledged. The NLDSB continuously main­
tains a close rapport with local, regional and in­
ternational publishers and associations and this 
is o f mutual benefit to all parties. Seminars, train­
ing programmes and workshops are regularly 
conducted for authors, publishers and others en­
gaged in the publishing field. Undoubtedly this 
is o f immense help to improve the standards o f  
the local publishing industry. Today authors, 
author- publishers and small time publishers are 
well versed with the required printing and pub­
lishing standards and one can see the results in 
the high quality printed books that have come 
out in recent times. Today bulk o f the book sales 
is for libraries and local publishers and book­
sellers heavily depend on the library purchases. 
Through implementing library standards includ­
ing substantial annual allocation for new pur­
chases the NLDSB indirectly helps the local 
publishing industry from yet another front.

National Library^

Sctiool Lib raries y

Special interest has been taken for the 
development o f school library services in the 
country. The World Bank funded GEP-2 project 
currently being implemented has a special com­
ponent for school library development. Under 
this project a number o f  programmes such as 
the development o f 4,000 school libraries, cre­
ation o f a school librarians service, building and 
equipping o f  new libraries, conducting o f  train­
ing programmes, provision o f books for schools, 
establishment o f the National Institute o f Library 
and Information Sciences as the training centre 
for school librarians and teachers and the intro­
duction o f  information technology have been 
implemented. The NLDSB played a key role 
in the formulation o f the project at its initial stage 
and also helped the Ministry o f Education in 
implementing it.

As a result o f  its recent establishments 
the collection at the National Library is more 
contemporary in nature. While having a com­
prehensive collection o f Sri Lankan publications 
published during the past 25 years, it also pos­
sesses a considerable amount o f old and rare 
Sri Lankan material acquired from personal col­
lections o f scholars and other sources. The Na­
tional Library collection comprises o f the fol­
lowing sub collections.

© B asic  R eference C o llection  
encyclopaedias, dictionaries, bibliographies 
and other reference sources

•  Sri Lanka Collection - mostly consists o f  
contemporary materials published in Sri 
Lanka since 1976 as well as a reasonably 
large collection o f  old Sri Lankan material

•  Palm Leaf Collection
•  Periodical Collection - comprehensive col­

lection o f current periodicals
•  Newspaper Collection - newspapers from 

1976 to date
•  Theses Collection - collection o f  the theses 

o f M.Phil and Ph.D degrees conferred by • 
Sri Lankan universities and foreign univer­
sities to Sri Lankan nationals

© Library and Information Science Collection
•  Special Collections - collections o f eminent 

scholars e.g. Martin Wickramasinghe, Pro­
fessors D E H ettiarachchi, T ikiri 
Abeysinghe and M H Peter Silva, Ms Theja 
Gunawardana and Dr P B Sannasgala

•  Map Collection
•  Gazette Collection - complete collection o f  

gazettes from 1888 to date
•  Data bases
•  Report Collection
•  Folklore Collection including Mr Peter 

Wijesinghe collection

Reader Services

The Reader Services Division facilitates 
the use o f the resources o f the library. The three 
reading rooms provide facilities for over 300 
readers. A special information desk is located 
close to the entrance to facilitate the users and
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would be users o f the library. Any person with 
proven identity is eligible to obtain the mem­
bership o f the National Library and library staff 
is available to entertain readers’ requests and 
queries. Members are entitled to use all facili­
ties o f the library and extra payment is levied 
only for the use o f the Internet and photocopy 
facilities. Both card catalogue and the comput­
erised catalogue are available for users. Also us­
ers could access the collection o f  more than 70 
libraries through the National Library Union 
Catalogue. All these catalogues are available ont, 

line on the Internet. The NLDC has inter-library 
loan facilities with all major libraries in the coun­
try and a number o f  leading libraries in the 
world. Users o f the National Library can ac­
cess many online databases including a number 
o f full text databases. The Reader Services D i­
vision is open to the public from Tuesday to 
Saturday, except on public holidays.

One o f  the objectives o f  a National Li­
brary is to ensure establishment o f an orderly 
bibliographic control m echanism  o f  the 
country’s publications. The NLDC compiles 
and publishes the current, cumulative, and ret­
rospective national bibliographies on Sri Lankan 
publications. The Sri Lanka National Bibliog­
raphy (SLNB) is published monthly and con­
tains information on publications published dur­
ing the previous month. Publications on Sri 
Lanka and to some extent publications by Sri 
Lankans published outside the country are also 
included in the bibliography. Being a multi-lin­
gual country, publications in Sinhala, Tamil and 
English are included in the national bibliogra­
phy. In addition first edition o f periodicals and 
newspapers and information on maps and au­
dio-visual materials are also included. Based on 
its extensive coverage, timeliness, and structure, 
the Sri Lanka National Bibliography is consid­
ered one o f  the best national bibliographies in 
the world. Since April 2003 the SLNB is also 
published in disk format.

The publication o f the Retrospective 
National Bibliography is another successful 
project carried out by the NLDC. The objec­
tive o f the project is to introduce bibliographic

control o f publications published during a pe­
riod o f226 years, from 1737, when printing was 
introduced to the country to 1963, when the pub­
lication o f the National Bibliography com ­
menced. To date the period o f  1737 to 1910 
has been covered.

The Sri Lanka Periodical Article Index 
is a quarterly publication that provides informa­
tion on articles appearing in periodicals pub­
lished in the country. To some extent it also cov­
ers the articles pertaining to Sri Lanka published 
in foreign journals.

The NLDC engages in a large number 
o f documentation services projects at the na­
tional level. The National Union Catalogue con­
tains bibliographic information o f collections o f  
70 major libraries in the country. The Sri Lanka 
Newspaper Article Index provides information 
on articles that appear in the national newspa­
pers. The Sri Lanka Conference Index carries 
information on conferences and seminars held 
in Sri Lanka during the last three decades. In­
dex to Postgraduate Theses provides biblio­
graphic information and location o f  the theses 
submitted for higher degrees in the universities 
o f Sri Lanka and to the foreign universities by 
Sri Lankans. The two volumes o f  the index cov­
ering 1981 -2000 period published recently, pro­
vides information on 2,310 such theses. The 
Directory o f  Government Publications, data­
base on die ethnic problem in Sri Lanka, publi­
cation o f  the catalogue o f  the Peradeniya Uni­
versity and Directory o f  Social Scientists in Sri 
Lanka are some o f the major documentation 
projects presently carried out by the NLDC. 
While reducing the number o f  copies in paper 
form the NLDC will keep them as databases in 
the future which can be searched online.

The National Library also acts as the 
centre o f  the country’s library networks. There 
are a number o f  library networks operating in 
different fields e.g. Sri Lanka Scientific and 
Technical Information Network (SLSTINET), 
Health Library and Information N etw ork

Continued 20>>
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(HELLIS), Agriculture Information Network 
(AGRINET), Environmental Library Network 
(ENLINET) and Trade Information Network 
in Sri Lanka (TRADENETSL). The NLDC 
acts as the co-ordinator of the activities of the 
Asia-Pacific Information Network in Social Sci­
ences (APINESS). The newsletter NATNET 
LANKA, which contains news of the networks, 
is published by the NLDC bi-annually.

Today libraries are operating in a rap­
idly changing environment. Information is con­
sidered a commodity and an essential ingredi­
ent for national development. The traditional role 
of libraries too has changed and today libraries 
do not have the monopoly on information. With 
the invention of the Internet and other ICT fa­
cilities any person is able to retrieve required 
information without undue problems. Consid­
ering the complexity and the vastness of the 
information resources available, it is always 
advisable and more productive for the research­
ers to get the help of library and information 
professionals in libraries in their quest for knowl­
edge. On the other hand today most of the 
libraries are faced with a shortage of funds due 
to the current economic difficulties experienced 
by Sri Lanka. Hopefully this situation will ease 
soon and the library and information sector 
would be able to play a vital role in the devel­
opment process of Sri Lanka.
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The National Library and Library Development Services

C .  D u s h y a n t h i  D a n i e l  

H e a d / L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  D i v i s i o n

N L D S B  

A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 0 3

Libraries are considered centres o f  lemm­
ing right from the beginning o f  civilizations and 
there are a number o f  famous libraries o f  old 
and new, which have helped im m ensely in the 
learning and information needs o f  the people. 
A  few  centuries ago, a National Library for a 
nation too w as recognized as an essential need 
for the development o f  library system in a coun­
try.

The oldest library established at national 
level in Sri Lanka w as the Government Orien­
tal Library, which was set up in 1870 . Subse­
quently there were many developments towards 
establishing a National Library Service for Sri 
Lanka and in 1970, the Sri Lanka National L i­
brary Services Board (later re-named as the 
National Library and Documentation Services 
Board) was established. The main objectives o f  
the Board were to establish a National Library 
for Sri Lanka, to coordinate, organize and to 
develop a library system in the country. Accord­
ingly the National Library o f  Sri Lanka was es­
tablished in April, 1990. It was renamed as the 
National Library and Documentation Centre 
(N LD C ) after the new National Library and 
Documentation Services Board A ct No: 5 1 o f  
1998. This new act empowered the National 
Library and Documentation Services Board 
(N LD SB ) to carry out its activities in a better 
w ay and it spelled out the functions o f  the 
N L D C .

T h e  N L D S B  a n d  N L D C >

The National Library and Documenta­
tion Centre (N LD C ) has many special collec­
tions and it is a research and reference library. 
Collections include bound volumes, periodicals, 
maps, government publications including ga­

zettes, acts, bills and hanzards, abstracting and 
indexing journals* in C D  R O M  version and au­
dio visual materials. The N L D S B  carries out 
library development activities in the country and 
the main functions o f  the N L D S B  is divided 
into Library development, Library education and 
training and Publications. In April 2003, the 
N L D S B  celebrates its 3 3 rd and the N L D C  its 
1 3 th anniversary.

L i b r a r y  D ^ e l o p t a e i i t  a c t iv i t ie s ^

The Library Developm ent D ivision is 
responsible for carrying out library development 
activities in the country.

This D ivision extends its services to all 
the public, school, departmental and special and 
other libraries in the country. Planning o f  library 
services, advising on such matters, formulating 
various library standards, by-law s, rules and 
regulations, carrying out the Provincial library 
Developm ent Project, assisting libraries by do­
nating books, advising on matters related to re­
cruitment o f  library personnel, organizing book 
exhibitions and promoting reading habits spe­
cially  among the school children are the main
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functions o f  the Library Development Division. 
T h ro u g h  th ese  fu n ctio n s the L ib ra ry  
Development Division. Aim s to bring the librar­
ies in the country to excellent information re­
source centres and thereby serve the nation by 
satisfying their information needs.

D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t

This division started the Provincial L i­
brary Developm ent Project in order to involve 
the Provincial Councils too in the development 
o f  libraries in their respective provinces. Under 
this project it assists Provincial Councils for for­
mulating statutes to initiate library development 
programmes for their respective provinces. A c ­
cording to these programmes Library Services 
Boards should be established in each province. 
Assistance is also given for developing and mod­
ernizing library services at provincial level. The 
Central Province has enacted the legislations and 
has established the Library Board recently. A  
number o f  other provincial councils such as the 
Western, Southern, North Western and North- 
Central Provincial Councils have already pre­
pared necessary drafts. Once set up, these Pro­
vincial Library Development Boards w ill be the 
foundation o f  the library development o f  these 
provinces. With the introduction o f  this legisla­
tion, a new library infrastructure e.g.: Provin­
cial Library Board, Provincial Central Library, 
District Central Libraries, network o f  libraries 
and library training centres w ill be set up. Spe­
cial attention w ill be given to the modernization 
o f  library services using Information Com m u­
nication Technology (ICT). Special attention 
w ill be given to school library development at 
provincial level as well.

sional sta ff at the N L D S B , is in the process o f  
extending its advisory services. Providing de­
tailed as well as summary reports and guide­
lines for their development activities are part o f  
it. Special visits are made sometimes, to inspect 
the libraries before giving advice on their de­
velopment activities. When there is a need for 
the library sta ff to be trained in any o f  these ar­
eas, the Library Development D ivision recom­
mends suitable courses or directs them to the 
in-service training organized by the Education 
and Training D ivision o f  the N L D S B .

G r a d i n g  o f  l i b r a r ie s

The L ib rary  D evelopm ent D iv isio n  
deals with formulating and updating standards 
for various types o f  libraries such as public, 
school and departmental libraries in the coun­
try. An evaluator is appointed to visit the.library 
which requests upgrading o f  its library and an 
evaluation report is prepared by the evaluator 
according to set standards. The specially ap­
pointed committee analyses the Evaluation R e ­
port and gives its recommendations, which is 
forwarded to the N L D S B  Board for approval. 
Accordingly, the N L D S B  grades these librar­
ies into Supra, Grade 1 , Grade 2 and Grade 3. 
This grading o f  libraries helps relevant authori­
ties to upgrade their libraries, their librarians and 
also fill their cadre vacancies. Within the last 
few  years, approximately 475 public libraries, 
62 school libraries and 34 departmental librar­
ies have been upgraded by the N L D S B . Stan­
dards for evaluation o f  libraries are updated and 
edited according to the new developments in 
the library and information field whenever nec­
essary.

A d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s ) >

The Library Development Division car­
ries out advisory services, which includes pro­
fessional advice on library buildings, library fur­
niture, organizing o f  library material, organiz­
ing o f  library services, applying IT to libraries, 
conservation o f  library materials, advice on li­
brary staff, library extension services and library 
management. The Library Development D iv i­
sion, together with the help o f  the other profes­

Donating books to local libraries is yet 
another important function o f  the Library D e­
velopment Division. Each year, local as w ell as 
books that are received from the International 
B ook A id  is donated to needy public, school 
and some special libraries. The Library D evel­
opment D ivision conducts reading promotion 
programmes in selected less-privileged schools. 
These schools receive book donations from the 
N L D S B , and N L D S B  organizes lectures and



34
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seminars in these schools.

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  B o o k  S h o p ^ >

The National Library publications and 
publications o f  Book Development Projects o f  
the N L D S B  are sold at reasonable prices at the 
National Library Bookshop. Special discounts 
are given to libraries in their purchases. In addi­
tion to books on Social Sciences, Religion, L it­
erature including children’ s literature and L i­
brary Science and library stationery such as cata­
logue cards, book labels, book cards and acqui­
sition  reg isters  are a lso  a v a ila b le  in this 
bookshop.

R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n ^

This division also assists in the im ple­
mentation o f the library component o f  the World 
Bank assisted General Education Project - 2, 
by serving in various advisory, steering and 
evaluation committees. The Library D evelop­
ment D ivision assisted in the formulation o f  the 
National School Library Policy, which was de­
clared to the nation in October 2001 by the M in­
istry o f  Education and Higher Education, at the 
International School Librarians’ D ay celebra­
tions. This division assists in the activities o f  the 
new ly set up National Institute o f  Library and 
Information Sciences (N ILIS).

The L ib rary  D evelopm ent D iv is io n  
maintains close relations with professional in­
stitutions in the field o f  library and information 
science such as the Sri Lanka Library A ssocia­
tion (S L L A ) and the National Institute o f  L i­
brary and Information Science(N ILIS). The 
N L D S B  played a crucial role in establishing 
N IL IS , which was a long felt need for the li­
brary profession in this country.

B o o k  E x h i b i t i o n s  a n d  s a le ^ >

T h e  
other main 
activ ity  o f  
this division 
is to orga­
n ize  and 
c o n d u c t

book exhibitions at the N L D S B , at provincial

and national levels and also participate at na­
tional and international book fairs. Special dis­
counts are given in these book exhibitions and 
a number o f  public and school libraries benefit 
a n n u a lly  fro m  th ese  e x h ib it io n s .

[ P r o f e s s io n a l  s u p p o r t

The Library Development D ivision also 
renders professional support to the library per­
sonnel in the country. Librarians and institutions 
contact this division to clarify matters regarding 
recruitment and appointments. I f  need arises, it 
forwards their problem s to relevant authorities 
for consideration. The Library Development D i­
vision identifies the shortcomings in the rules 
and regulations and circulars related to local li­
braries and assists in revising such documents. 
The Government Librarians Service Minute was 
revised recently with the assistance o f  a special 
committee and has been submitted to the M in­
istry o f  Public Administration. Po licy  on lost 
books in libraries too w as formulated with the 
assistance o f  a special committee.

W e also conduct examinations for li­
brary recruitment and promotions i f  requested 
by any institution.

I n t e r n a t io n a l  d a y s  i n  t h e  

L i b r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

Celebrating international and national 
days pertaining to library and infoim ation sci­
ence is yet another activity o f  this division. At 
present w e coordinate functions to celebrate the 
International B ook and Copyright D ay which 
falls on the 23 rd o f  A p r i l , International School 
L ib rarian s’ D ay, w hich  is celebrated every 
fourth M onday in October, National L ibrary 
W eek in Anril each vear and National LiteraryJL •/ «'

Month in September. Discussions are being held 
with other organizations to identify other suit­
able days in this field.

L ife  long learning is a must today and 
efficient library and information services are es­
sential to meet the information challenges o f  the 
society. The Library Development D ivision has 
many plans for the future, to further improve its 
services for building up o f  quality libraries in 
the nation and is w orking hard towards achiev­
ing its vision. ^
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Padma Bandaranayake 
Head/ Education &  Training D ivision

During the past 33 years of its service to 
the nation, National Library & Documentation 
Services Board (NLDSB) has been playing a 
vital role in providing continuing professional 
education for the library personnel in various 
sectors of libraries in Sri Lanka. The NLDSB is 
considered as the pioneer organisation of pro­
fessional training for Library & Information Sci­
ence (LIS) personnel in Sri Lanka.

The vision o f  the Education &  Training 
D ivision is to foster &  preserve high quality, 
educationally sound &  elaborate training in L IS  
sector ( 10 th Anniversary, National Library and 
Documentation Centre, 2000). The N L D S B  
conducts a continuing professional education 
programmes for librarians &  library staff o f  pub­
lic, school, pirivena, special and departmental 
library sectors in Sri Lanka.

Not only that it conducts public sem i­
nars, lectures that are open to any individual with 
an interest in L IS  &  other related fields. Our 
aim is to impart training for librarians in L IS  
sector &  equip them with necessary skills to meet 
the challenges arising from the technological ad­
vancements &  to ensure an adequate supply o f  
professionals in the L IS  sector in Sri Lanka.

Our basic focus is to prepare librarians 
&  information officers to be “ change ready. &  
well tuned to the need o f  the times. W hile work­
ing hard towards achieving our vision, various 
types o f  short-term training programmes and 
special seminars are offered on library manage­
ment for librarians. W ith the introductioan o f  
the W orld Bank funded school library develop­
ment project called G EP-2, special emphasis is 
given for human resource development that is 
so essential for the development o f  school li­
brary sector in Sri Lanka. School library sector 
is the largest but the weakest area in the library 
sector in Sri Lanka. With the cooperation o f  Pro­
vincial Directors o f  Education in provinces, 
school librarian training programmes are con­
ducted in order to facilitate the G EP-2 activities 
and to ensure achieving its objectives.

Apart from  these short term programmes, 
special seminars and conferences are organised

under different themes to celebrate special days 
and events such as W orld B ook  &  Copyright 
D ay, International School L ibrary D ay, N L D C  
Anniversaries &  the Literary Month. These semi­
nars discuss such topics as library automation, 
networking &  digital developm ent in libraries. 
Most o f  the special seminars and workshops are 
designed on information technology applications 
in libraries in providing information to users.

In collaboration with the Conservation 
&  Preservation D ivision, training programm es 
are organised on conservation o f  ola le a f manu­
scripts and book binding under the project called 
“ Establishment o f  Conservation Centres, o f  
the Conservation &  Preservation D ivision. In- 
service training is yet another activity done b y 
the Education &  Training D ivision.

A s w e are aware, most o f  the important 
books on L IS  are published in English. Som e 
selected L IS  publications are translated into ver­
nacular languages for the benefit o f  students who 
fo llow  courses on L IS  in Sinhala &  Tam il. A t 
present w e are in the process o f  identifying re­
source persons and preparing a database on col­
lected information on resource persons. From  
time to time further training is g iven to identi­
fied trainers in order to m ake them up-to-date.

B y  all these efforts w e want our librar­
ians develop to their fullest potential and carry 
out their duties in an efficient manner to serve 
the nation. ^
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565)60lUmu pT60®LDrT®5 (Bp<#llU pT60®lDrT65ip 
Q®LUrbu@<sSl6inpp 6T65TU65)̂ , LDpUÛ fi)(506O65)6O.

“©(5 (S ^ iu  pT60® ,̂̂ l65T (Lpaaj]UJ^p60Lb 
6T65T 65T Q 60 650 60 , ^ {B  pT 60® ID 6T 60 6lfl &>

®{B(Sab«̂ p®a0L(ipL5l6ffin51 pmlî @jj6fT6n 6j65)65Tiu 
pT 60®n&i ® (6TT) (SB Q®60 60 (T LD ^ 65) 60 LU T UJ
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£[r6U<56LDrr<sb̂  aSlaLpsu^i^fTan. C>LD6£]Lb (og^iu 
fTjJT60®£5̂ l65r S_lLIIT£!JLDrT65T r̂ l6JD6\)65)LD(Sb(g(Sb 
<Sbrrrj6l53TLb, <©L3&65T®*j p̂51(o60©®6Tfl65T UrjUL̂ LD,
LJ65T (Lp® S_6TT 60!_®®(Jp(BLDlLlfT(3jLD. 6T65T(d60 
(B^LLI 0fT 60®**IL65r @65)655T60®j65T L̂p 60 LD
6J 65) 65T UJ [FjlT 60 ® IBI ® (6TF) LD 3)1® U U LLI IT 65T
[5 65T 65)LD ® 65) 6TT LI QufD QJJ U LU 69T 65) L 60 65) 9>

r$<j®iuuu(3^560rrijb.

oj 5|Tfj)u tueo rr® aa : aL .^uL U T ^

(Ba5</luj gJT 60 ® LD FT 65T ®>] <SI £  65T 
(D®®lflLJL|®6Tr 6̂5)65T3j65)®)lL|Lb ®655T65f)lDlLILJLl(|)®)
l̂iLj6Tr6n§j. fg^rbarr® A l i c e  f o r  W in d o w s  6r6pib 

gjirso® QiD6jrQurT(i56T)6n ©_u(BLurT£6uu@^ l̂
IL|6TT6TT£|. @3565) <SBfTIJ6ffaTLDrraB (Eg,.#] LLI r|j|r60®̂ l65T 
<©)65)65T£3jJ® (3®65)60U l51 rfl 61| ® (6tT> LD L A N

6065)601L165)LDLJL| yp60LDrT® @(!5(ipaLlU@^^LJ 
UL©6tT6TT0jJ. 6̂55T65)LD® ®FT 60LDFT® (8̂ <#1lU 
5jfT6D<5&̂ l̂6!n 96ilQ6UfT(rF, (8®®lflLJL|®(6g>lb, Ul̂ U
uî ujrr® ®655T65flLDiLiuu©̂ LJLiLl(i) 6orr®®(rij®(®j
@60(3j60rT® 3&®6065)60 u5l Q|_@®® L̂,6U63T
QaFiij iuli u©â 63T no§j. (ajrrfluurra (Bfi^iu 
pr60®^^l6i) <^19**19  43^UL51®®uu©60£rb®rr65T 
G>3j 65) 60 ® (6TJ) L_ 65T @ 65) 655T LLI 9> ®> 6TT (Lp LD
60L£6065)LDflb®UUL©6Tr61T®)]. @65)655TLÛ 56TT£5££]65T
(jp<SB6urfl : h ttp :/ / w w w .s lt . Ik / n l ib

6U n 9  ® IT fib (6TT) ® (5j @ 65) 6551IL1 9) 9) 6TT 9) 65) 9)

a_u(oLurTaSlLiua5 fT)@Lb, ^li^-QrrrrLb ( C D - R o m )

®65)6TT U[fl<#6̂ lLiÛ rb@IX), ®655fl65flLDlLJLJLJ©£53jLJ 
U LL ULl£lU65)60 &_ U (B IL1 fT U U JD® LD
@L_6Off$lLI6)?)®®UU©60rD3j|. G>3&$ILI F3jJT60®̂ l65T 
(B®arfluL|®65)6TT <̂ Fi51r5®)jQaiT6iT6n ®655T65fl 
lDlUUU©^6i) £51—6Ul£®65)<96 UUff! LLI 606)5160 S_̂ 6)5l 
6U({5aSlfD̂ l 6T65TU65)£5 LDpUU3>fT)<s6)6V)65)60.

l51lja5rT65T @® (B®65)60®(6g>®(3jU LpibUFT®, 
@60rBI65)®£ (S^llLI gJT60aib ^fbp  
(o60655Tl£lLI 6J65)651LLI U65̂ r)®65)6nLL{Lb 1̂<TF). 
@LU65T (®)655T®)f£l60fiE>® 6̂0FT®6TT 6)5160 fib 
(S0iq6fT6nrTtT. 6̂Ufbn5l60 (LpaB<50UJLDn'65T̂ JLb, 
3>rbG>unr§i r565)L_(y)65)rDii5]6v) ®FT655UJU©Lb 
(yD65r(B65ifbprBi®6fr urr)r̂ lLL|ijb (Br5iT®@ 
(o6urni).

r565)l_(y)65)jDLl5l6\) S_6TT60 n̂5IG>60©®6l5i65T 
6iSlUfJT&l®65)6TTU_JLb, ®lll£®65)60LL|LD gjUJFTrfl®)®)] 
6Oy)rBJ£0 6UrT£F®(T5<SB@ 2_3i61|®,60. @[5®) 61165)®li360
Sfi&afliu nj]T 60 a  ld it 65T3>] (9, nfl u iil l  i_ Q 9 , rr ©
® FT60̂ 6551© ®fT60^ l̂60 2JT60®® (o®®rflLil5l60
(Baiî gy® Q®rT6fr6TTLJLJLL_ <©|6060®>] Qanr6TF61l65T61| 
QaiUlLIULILl- ,©|65)65T3)®>J JJT60*65)6TTU_jLb 6)51 L_LLI 
eumflLLUT® 6$>(LgFBJ®65)LD®)̂ ] 6oy)FBJ(®j<96l65rrT)£5i.
@606)5lLjrr(B60© @60FB165)®ll5l65r L51rj-̂ [T65T ĴT60®r&J 
®(6T$®Q®6060rrib ^̂ Ul5l65)60®®LJU©<Eft6OTfD£5|.
l̂®i®j|L_65r U(TF)61I Gl606lflll5©®6)fl6b ®0655TLJLI©Lb 

®L.©65)f7®(6t5®@lD ®LL  ̂ L̂Lirnfl® ® LJ UL® 
61ilf)rejaLIU©rfl65TID§J. U655fl (Ba&<£itu
f̂T̂ 65I®nrC5)60®6fr gJT60â l̂65T[T60 Ĵ,rj-Lbû l̂6V) 

(BiDrbQ®rT6rr6nuuLL_rrgjjLD, 1976^ j,ld !̂>655i©
®rT60uu@ l̂ii560 Qaiurburr© Gla5m_fjTT£6

®rrrr655T̂ l̂65IfT60, (Bâ (#llU f̂T60®lb ^®aj_65)LD 
ll5l65)65TlL|Lb (EfBir̂ l̂LUH® (alOIT) G)®rT6fr<5065LfD§l. 
â56?Lr ®rrij655TLDrT® ,̂rrnruj®(#'iLL5l60 ir©uil©6n6TT 

60(T®(65®@ S_ffluj 6)51uiĴ §JL65f, ĵ,60655T 6̂5)̂  
LLjLb urfl<#6̂ 1a® (ipî <50nD̂ |. J5 nrilî 6b (gn51uL5lLi_ 
®[T60LJU(§̂ 1il5160 Q606lflll51l_LJU©Lb |̂65)65T̂ gJ
^ 6116551 rBJ®6Tfl 651 6l51ufjrej® 65)6TT UL.1̂ 1U6v51l ©
60IT®®(I5®@ |̂n5l6)J21l̂ ]Lb Q®LUfbuiTLl965)65T 
(B̂ <#llU pT60ULl̂ UJ60fT®®® ®L©UUrT© 6T65T 
|̂65)LpLJU[T.

,pTfDULl5LUJ60

@606065)®u51 60 LDrr̂ rBCŜ mTiiLb @6orii65)® ,̂ 
f̂T6Oâ fi065Trr6O, <#lr&i®6mi), 3>u51y), 

L̂, rej fifl 60 id ^fi^liu (ipiD Q ld rr a  6ifl 60 
Q6li6tflll51l_UU©lD @60r5J65)®^ (ô <#llU rfjJTfT) 
UL1̂ 1U60, @ 60IBJ65)®LI5160 Gl606lflll5lL_LiU©Lb L|̂ lLU 
ĴT60®6TT, U(TF)60 Gl606lflll5©®6fr, l_|fi065r̂ rT6n®6fl 

Ô ITL_ITLJrr65T 3 *̂6060*65)611® 0®IT655I@6n6!T§|.
l5]fD J5fT0®6lfl6O Q606rflll51l_LJU®aSl65IfD 

@60FBI65)® UfTjnSlUJ <#160 2̂ 60*6)51651 6)51urjrB]®65)6TT 
ll|ld &_6fr6ni_®(§aSl65rfDS!. r̂bGufT̂ i ^<#1lli

f5fT©®6)fl60 Q6O6lfl6O(r5fi065IiD ĴLDrT65I l̂rD[5̂  
(o^LU ĴTfTJUlll̂  LLI 60® (60)60 (lp£56OT65)LD60rTLLJ[5

@uuli^lu60 ®(J5^lju©6o^ |i_65), @a06O 
60IT®®IT (3̂ ,65)60LUrr65T ®̂ B6060®65)6n @60(®>6O[T®® 
®655T©l51l̂ UÛ rb®fT® r̂fllflLUfT LDfbpLD SITp 
3&65)60LH5165I fiS(Lgllb, QurT(|56lfl65) fl5(Lpii) ®L_l9®6Tr 
^IJUUL© @60@U©^UUL©6f)6n65T.
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r̂jnrujffrflujfrsniTabsn̂ iib, QufTgi6iirT657 
6UfT*fi6ITfi66TT5jJLb LJlLJ65Ufi6fi6ITfi&, rBmll̂ 60 2_(fTj6UfT® 
®UU@LD U60(o6Up 6U65)fiblUrT657 Q6U6lflll5®(S&6Tf]6V) 
&_6I76T7 55*61160 fib 65) 6TT 9(l£r̂ (3jU(I)ggLIUllL_
(jp65)jDU5]6i) Q*lUfburT@ 67657
{§Jg65)657 6lSlurfl**60rni). pT60*6fr, U(56U
Q6U6TfluI©*6fr, L)£6)6ffT̂ ajiT6Tr®6n, r̂rffrrrBj* 
Q6U6iflid@*6fr, LDrrrBrril® ^nSlasnaaefr, <9bL_H60- 
GlaF6̂ lLJLf60 *rTgj657r5Jfi665)6TT fib655765“rl LDUJUU(T)gg>L] 
ULL r̂ lfiblptf.flg $LL_n&]fi66TT (oUrTOTfD U60(o6lI{T)] 
<9>fib6U 60 QgfTL_[TL| 2SIL fib *1 fib 6ffl65)]T L fT fib 
Q 6U 6Tf1 IlJI L. (5 LD , [BITl! l£65T l_|̂ l̂̂ *6li1fib6Tfl6rfr 
.#l(f561̂ l9LJL4£b6lfl60 pTff)UL.̂ UJ60ITfibfiba fi&L_($U 
UrTL65)l_ Q*UJfDU(Bggl6)JgJ, G>g<#)lU fTjJT6\)fibg[j£l 
657gjLD, 2JT60fib gfib6U60g]65)fD [$LJ655TITa&6lfl657gjJlb, 
J$jT)]6U65rr5Ja&6lfl65T3j|lb g65)6\)lLirTlLI fi&L_65)LDfib6ff)6b
@6irii)rrfib e_6T767Tg*i. Qurrgjj6urTfib (3g<#liu ijiT6Ufi6 
LDrrsrr̂ j gingj (SfffiBffluLjleir f̂rfbuLî iU60fTfibabfib 
flbL®uurrili9.6!n65T ÎfDibuL [565)L(p65)rDUU(I)gg»j 
fi£)657fDQgj657 S_fT)]fi£)lLJITfi&fi& <9in.rD60m£).

6̂0rBJfflDabii51«n (Bgilin ĵTeoabiDrrsngj 
g657g>] U65lfflfl&6TT GlgrTLITUITab (B*63)6UlUTfb2U6U£6l60 

r̂ lfibijfTfib (S602J] r̂ lp6065TrBJfib6n £§>6065)6X3 
6T657 60 mb . 6jQ65T65fl60 £§Jgd Ll51 fibU UfTiflUJ
<£16776)5160 rT 657 (B*65)6XJfib65)6niUrTfbn$6U(r5fi&657rDgt]. 
GlDgilLD £§}g657 U6555) fib 67T ,̂̂ labfT60rBQfi5ITL©
(Bu65î u urTgiflbnrabfibLJUL© 6uijuLj(i)ib i51rjra&rr65i 
n£iTg (Ê fibfib[BJfib(65L_6ffr @udlL_uu©aSl6irrn)̂ j. 
6jG)6ffT65fl60 l51rr̂ rT65T [£lTg(3gfi6fi&r5Jfi&6fr 61711)60 
r̂ l60rBjab(65fib@ (StBrjî LiurraB rf>iT 6ijg)rBi(3)6ij(Bg>rT(T), 
6J65)65TILI <#1gjj [£ltg(3gabfi6r̂ fi6(<m>fib(§Lb r£65)IJ 
6ojprBi(§fi0«rF0)§i. 6̂ij6iin6nD (Bgiliu [£iT60a&ib 
g  657 gyj (S * 65) 60 fib 65) 6n 60 rT a1 fib fT fib (6TT) fib (g 
6rBrrî iunfib6iiii), 6j65)65Tiu ĵr60<SBr̂ ia&6iflOT>jrL_iTaBê ib 
601prBlfifil 60 (TT)fi6l65T £)*>].

6r6ffi(o60 §̂jfibrr2Uii) grub (3j5a<&fi0uj6urbn5)66l(r5r5gii 
6TID§1 (Bg«#llLJ 7F)JT 60fib<9)f§65T UlTrfllLI QlJTjT)JLIL|flb 
fib6lfl60 (lpfibfiSIlU £§)60fi6(3)flbfib65)6TT ^g>] 6̂5)L_[5 
g|6f76TTg] 616ffrugj LDfT)Jfi&fi& (Jpî UJrTg S_655T65)LD 
iurr(§ib. j§}60a>(ajflBflb®F)6TTu urbn51 rbuib
«#)r5$a(3>ib(SurTgj] n̂ 60fibg£/j]657 (B<9F65)6Uu5)
65TrT60 UlU65rG)U(T)]Lb LDfibfib65)6T7U LlfTjnSlLLJlI) <fl60 
(ipabaS]lLllDFT65T 6l5)L_lUnb)fiB65)6YT grub LD65Tfi§l60 
Qfl6fT6TT6TT (o6lJ655T(T)Lb. 6p6aTn5lfD@ (olDfTXI ll* I *15117 LD, 
QiDrr̂ l, flb60rrfffT|7Lb <̂s6)uj6orr)6inrD® QabrrannL 
eriD̂ j rsiTLl 19 .60, (Uga, (B6ujDg)]65)i5fib(6n>ib 
6pr0jT)l65)LD fib 176557(3 6116MT LUg)J 6TLblD65)65T61jrrglLb 
(y)6inG65Tfb[D0̂ rb(g)ib, n>fTili$65i ai5L*g££lrT)(gjLb

g[6OTri51ll765)lDlLirTgg[T(a)tb. g}gg g£60ll4lLL!g65>g 
<97 65) L 617 3j) 60 6TLDgJ (BgrfllJJ fT̂ 60fibg,fi51fT) g, 
(ipfiBfiSlLULDrT6inQfi5rT0 utbj®  2_6557Qi_657L765)g 
JBrrib 606v51lLjgiĴ ]̂fib <9infD(3606MTl9lLj6rr6TT§l.

GLDĝJLD 1998 ^LD 7̂,65571̂ 651 51
*111-̂ 1̂651 yp60LD “6̂ <#1uj (BIT 60 fib LD LDfTJglJLb 

60655760ITfib fib 60 6*65560*617 fiF65)ULUrTfib” QUUJIT 
IDITfbfDLb Q*liJlULJUL@ (ip65765765)[J6iSll_ ^̂ lfib67T61| 
£̂£lfibrT(jrTdfib6T7 60Lpr&JfibLJUL_6T76TT65HD UTTIJ7TL_L-̂  

fi5*fib§J. @̂ 657 fibrT[J-655nX)fTfib 6̂ <#llU ĴT60fib̂ l̂fT) 
fib fT657 U6O6 6O2U [51—60 fib 65) fib fib 65) 6TT 6̂55765) LD fib 
fibrT60LDfTfib, ^**655U ÎfDULjfD 7̂,flbflby,IT60LDnrfiB 
r̂ l65)fD6̂  Q*LLJ§j, Ĝ l̂lU gjJT60*^^657 U655̂1 
ll5l65)657 6lDfDQflbrT655T@ 67Slffl6OfTfibfi0 60(TF)60g65)65Tfib 
fibrT655T60mb. 6T65yi65)|LD 6fi6̂ 1lU ĴT60abli) f̂i5f!)6aB 
SL_[flg)g>fT65T U6V)660glJ g  fib6060 6fiF65)60fib65)6T7Ll
l_|ffl6Ofi06O (lp65765T655(7l 6Ofi0LJUgfT̂ JLi), 6̂5)65TggJ 

60 fib fib (6 5  fib (g) ID g65)60LLlfTlLl g)JT 60flbLDfT flbg 
a$lfib|f)6ogrTĝ iLb, “ G g t f h u  frtfT6V &  in p g jjL D  

& & 6 U 6 0  (3{F68)61]£56fr & 6B)Lj”  LLirTfib QuiUfT
LDfTfTjpjLD Qup60gJ iblfib 6̂0#llUlDfT657g]. 6T65TgJ
g65flLiULL fibĉ ggrrab (̂rBLidlguib,
UfT) p51 rflrb̂ lLJUg] fiblT60ĝ l657 6g65)60lLirTfib 
a_6T76ng!.
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SJT60<s&rr®6fr LDfTjgjjii) <J5660 £[76056 ^y îui756(6rr,56(ff)Lb 5665tfl65flu uu5lrb<#lu ui7LQrBn5l 6p65ip 
2003.02.26 &\w $5&$ rrrr^ijLL U60fl&63)60®abip<sb£a5)60 r5i_££UUL_i_si- lUu ur7L_Qf5n51iur765TSI 
IjrT^IJLL U6O5665)6O5&56|p56ffi5065T g}]65)655T(B61]r5ffjlT (Burjrr̂ lffllUIT 6^1(S !̂J^65I |̂60IT<S66lfl6ffT £65)6065)LDll5l65T 
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Training Programmes

♦ A  four - day training programme for public librarians o f  the North Eastern Province was 
held from 18-21 Oct 2002 at the Jaffna Public Library.

♦ Tw o training programmes were held for pirivena librarians at Sri Sarananda Pirivena, 
Anuradhapura from 30 Oct to 2 N ov  2002 and at W eherapitiya Pirivena in Polgahawela  
from 5-8 February 2003

* In-service training programmes were held at the N L D SB  for the students o f  Sri Lanka 
Library A ssociation (SLLA ) and for the library staff o f  A sian A viation Centre (Pvt) Ltd

♦ Training programmes on library management were held at the N L D SB  for the library staff 
o f  the Sri Lanka Police Department and the Heads o f  the Government Departments and 
Organisations

♦ Training programme on CD-ROM  Searching was held for two Bangladesh trainees at the 
N L D S B .

Workshops

♦ A  two day workshop on Com m unity D evelopm ent was held on 29 Oct and 31 Oct 2003  
at the N L D SB  for the officers attached to the local governm ent offices in the W estern  
Province.

♦  Two workshops on library automation and usage o f  the Internet and e-mails in com m unica­
tion were held on 17 & 18 Decem ber 2002 at the N LD SB .

♦ A  three-day workshop on conservation & book-binding was held from 27-29 N ov  2002  

at the N L D SB .

★  T w o seminars were held to mark the International School Library D ay on 28 Oct 2002 at
the N L D SB  for school librarians in both Sinhala and Tamil m edium

★  A  seminar on research m ethodology was held on 11 D ec 2002 at the N L D SB  for the 
new  researchers in the field o f  Social Sciences & Humanities

★  A  tw o-day seminar was held on 27 & 28 March 2003 for school librarians o f  Gampaha 

District
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Book Exhibitions

The fo llow ing book exhibitions were organized by the N L D SB . 

D a te  V en u e

18 Oct 2002  
28-29 Oct 2002  
26-28 N o v  2002  
20-24 Mar 2003

M aham aya Balika V idyalaya, Kandy 
Central C ollege, Anuradhapura 
National School, D ehiow ita
Baddegam a Public Library
A

Library o f  the Department o f  A nim al Production and H ealth w as upgraded to Grade 1 
w hile Public Library Giriulla and Public Library Buttala w ere upgraded to Grade II.

Book Donations

The N L D SB  has taken action to donate books worth o f  Rs. 4 ,79 ,446 .00  am ong 130 school, 
public & pirivena libraries. Apart from that, 2271 books received under the International B ook
A id Project were donated to 75 libraries in Sri Lanka during the period from Oct 2002  to March 
2003.

National Library Lecture Series

The fo llow ing  lectures were conducted as N ational Library M onthly Lectures from Oct 
2002 to March 2003.

Lecturer Lecture Title

Prof. R ussel B ow den  

Mr. Punchi Banda Gallaba

Mr. Dhanapala Gunasekara 

Prof. M .O .A . de Soysa  

Mr. Shantha K.Herath 

M s. M enaka Kumari, 

M r.Nihal Pushpakumara

IFLA 2002  G lasgow ; A  Report
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Other Library News
r x r T-' '!■ ■■

C.. » •,1

TrainingPfogramm&on IT

A  computer training programme for librarians and all other library staff in the North-Cen­
tral province was held on 26-02-2003 at the U niversity o f  Rajarata . This was done under the 
supervision o f  the Librarain, U niversity o f  Rajarata & the Chairman, Librarians’ A ssociation o f  
the North Central province.

A n exhibition and sale o f  handicrafts made by  members o f  the public libraries in the 
N egom bo m unicipality area was organized on 18 & 19 D ec 2002 at the Town Hall, N egom bo.

National Programme on International School library Day

The national programme on International School Library Day was held on 28 Oct 2002 at 
the Central C ollege at Anuradhapura under the theme, Library : A  N ew  W orld, under the patron­
age o f  the M inistry o f  School Education. Mr. Suranimala Rajapaksha, M inister o f  School Educa­
tion & Mr. Berty Premalal Dissanayake, C h ief M inister o f  the North Central Provincial Council 
were the ch ie f guests at this national event. The w eek begins from the International School L i­
brary D ay was declared as the National School Library W eek.

The National Institute o f  Library and Information Sciences (NILIS) organised two day 
workshop on 24 & 25 o f  October to celebrate the International School Library D ay

International Children’s Day

The Children’s Section o f  the Horana Public Library organised a prgramme to celebrate 
the International Children’s Day.

The library o f  Ruhuna U niversity has organised a training programme on Library and 
Information Science (LIS) from 2 1 - 3 1  Oct 2003
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