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Awakening National Library Services

M S Upali Amarasiri
Director General
National Library and Documentation Services Board

This year the National Library and
Documentation Services Board (NLDSB), for-
merly known as the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board (est. 1970), completes 33 years
of service to the nation. The National Library
and Documentation Centre (NLDC) inaugu-
rated in 1990 under the NLDSB, celebrates its
13% anniversary this year. Both the NLDSB and
the NLDC are considered apex institutions in
the library and information field in Sri Lanka.

‘At the time of establishment the main
objectives of the National Library Services
Board were to assist various institutions, authori-
ties and departments to improve their library and
information services, to extend a helping hand
to authors and publishers and to establish the
National Library of Sri Lanka, which was con-
sidered to be long overdue at the time.

Looking back at the last three decades,
one can be proud of the achievements of the
NLDSB in these spheres. Without doubt the li-
brary and information services in the country
are 1in much better shape compared to a few de-
cades ago. It is true that Sri Lanka still has a
long way to go in establishing a fully-fledged
modern library and information service cover-
ing the entire country with special emphasis on
various sub sectors and special areas. With the
rapid developments in information and commu-
nication technology (ICT) and the unprec-
edented expansion of human knowledge, pro-
viding successful library and information ser-
vices is a serious challenge even to developed
countries.

Due to the initiatives taken by a large
number of institutions and persons, with the sup-
port of the respective authorities and the gov-
ernment, library service has moved forward in
Sri Lanka. Universities and other higher educa-

tional institutions, research institutes and local
authorities have improved their library facilities
considerably in the recent past. Through im-
provements in the country’s telecommunication
sector the government has indirectly lent a help-
ing hand to develop the library sector. As a re-
sult of the liberal economic policy of succes-
sive governments and special concessions given
the IT sector, usage of computers and other IT
peripherals in the library field has become a com-
mon feature. Today most of the leading librar-
ies have been automated and they also use ICT
for a better service. These libraries are engaged
in web-based activities more actively and most
of them have On-line Public Access Catalogues
(OPACs). This trend is gradually being ex-
panded to the public and school library sectors
as well.

[ Human Resource Development>

Human resource development in the
field has improved tremendously during the last
few years. The Department of Library Studies
of the Kelaniya University offers both degree
and postgraduate programmes while the Co-
lombo University offers postgraduate
programmes in library and information science.
The recently established National Institute of
Library and Information Science offers a num-
ber of training programmes while the Sri Lanka
Library Association conducts courses for both
professional and para-professional staff engaged
in this field. The NLDSB conducts continuing
educational programmes for working librarians.
Other institutions such as the National Science
Foundation, American Information Resource
Centre, British Council, National Institute of
Education, School Library Development Unit
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of the Ministry of Education and provincial
councils undertake training of library personnel
in various forms.

In addition to these local programmes
librarians are afforded opportunities to follow
postgraduate courses and short courses at uni-
versities and other institutions overseas in time
to time. During the last few years a number of
senior professionals obtained postgraduate
qualifications from leading universities in the
UK, Australia, New Zealand, India, Malaysia,
USA and Canada. The NLDSB while being
engaged in continuing educational activities of
its own also assists other institutions to main-
tain the required standards and to avoid repeti-
tions in the programmes conducted by such in-
stitutions. Being the institution with the largest
number of professional librarians, the staff of
NLDSB serves as resource persons to all other
institutions in their training programmes.

[Standards and Advisory Services>

The NLDSB also formulates standards
for library services. Presently standards for pub-
lic, school and department libraries have been
published. Guidelines provided by UNESCO
and the International Federations of Library As-
sociations and Institutions (IFLA) have been
taken into consideration in formulating these
standards. The standards are revised periodi-
cally. It is a responsibility of the NLDSB to
upgrade libraries and in this exercise the main
criteria for upgrading is adherence to the re-
quired standards.

The library advisory service conducted
by the NLDSB helps improve the library ser-
vices in the country. Advisory services are pro-
vided in every sphere of the library field includ-
ing planning of library buildings, interior plan-
ning/designing, furniture and equipment, collec-
tion development, organisation of library mate-
rial, library automation, information retrieval,
bibliographic and documentation services, con-
servation and preservation and extension ser-
vices. Though the advisory services were pro-
vided free of charge earlier, presently a nomi-
nal fee is charged for the service. Small and eco-
nomically weak institutions/libraries can still re-
ceive the service free of charge.

[Publication Assistance>

Assistance rendered towards writers and
publishers to publish books through the Book
Development Project is one of the major
achievements of the NLDSB. As pointed out
by a writer recently, through this project the
NLDSB has revolutionised the local publish-
ing field during the last two decades. The project
has helped almost 1,000 writers-both young and
upcoming as well as established writers - to pub-
lish their new creations. A considerable num-
ber of prominent writers have come to the lime-
light through this project of the NLDSB. Nearly
2,000 new publications, running to a millions
of copies have been published through the
project. Not only writers, but printers, publish-
ers, cover designers and numerous others asso-
ciated with the publishing industry have ben-
efited from the project.

Parallel to the Book Development
Project, a number of small-scale publication as-
sistance projects were also undertaken by the
NLDSB. Reprinting of out of print books was
one of such project. Under this scheme, assis-
tance was provided to reprint a number of im-
portant works of prominent writers. Editing and
publishing of well known classics of Sri Lanka,
¢.g. Pansiya Panas Jatakaya, Pujavaliya,
Mahawansa is another noteworthy contribution
in the ficld. Emerson Tenant’s Ceylon and a
number of other important literary works were
translated and published.

Purchasing books from authors, facili-
tating to sell and display the work of author-
publishers at the National Library bookshop,
providing ISBN, ISSN and ISMN and Cata-
loguing in Publications (CIP) data are some of
the other services available through the NLDSB.
Due to the sustained efforts of the NLDSB, pres-
ently the International Standard Book Number
(ISBN) has become an essential part of a book.
These numbers are given free of charge. The
printing standards introduced by the NLDSB
have impacted significantly towards improving
the quality of local publishing. Usage of quality
paper, section binding, high quality covers, fol-
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lowing of internationally accepted book designs,
etc have become accepted norms today. These
standards were first introduced by the NLDSB
through its Book Development Project.

The role played by the Sri Lanka Book
Publishers Association in this sphere is also ac-
knowledged. The NLDSB continuously main-
tains a close rapport with local, regional and in-
ternational publishers and associations and this
is of mutual benefit to all parties. Seminars, train-
ing programmes and workshops are regularly
conducted for authors, publishers and others en-
gaged in the publishing field. Undoubtedly this
1s of immense help to improve the standards of
the local publishing industry. Today authors,
author- publishers and small time publishers are
well versed with the required printing and pub-
lishing standards and one can see the results in
the high quality printed books that have come
out in recent times. Today bulk of the book sales
1s for libraries and local publishers and book-
sellers heavily depend on the library purchases.
Through implementing library standards includ-
ing substantial annual allocation for new pur-
chases the NLDSB indirectly helps the local
publishing industry from yet another front.

ISchool Libraries. >

Special interest has been taken for the
development of school library services in the
country. The World Bank funded GEP-2 project
currently being implemented has a special com-
ponent for school library development. Under
this project a number of programmes such as
the development of 4,000 school libraries, cre-
ation of a school librarians service, building and
equipping of new libraries, conducting of train-
ing programmes, provision of books for schools,
establishment of the National Institute of Library
and Information Sciences as the training centre
for school librarians and teachers and the intro-
duction of information technology have been
implemented. The NLDSB played a key role
in the formulation of the project at its initial stage
and also helped the Ministry of Education in
implementing it.

National Library >

As aresult of its recent establishments
the collection at the National Library is more
contemporary in nature. While having a com-
prehensive collection of Sri Lankan publications
published during the past 25 years, it also pos-
sesses a considerable amount of old and rare
Sri Lankan material acquired from personal col-
lections of scholars and other sources. The Na-
tional Library collection comprises of the fol-
lowing sub collections.

© Basic Reference Collection -
encyclopaedias, dictionaries, bibliographies
and other reference sources

® Sri Lanka Collection - mostly consists of
contemporary materials published in Sri
Lanka since 1976 as well as a reasonably
large collection of old Sri Lankan material

® Palm Leaf Collection

® Periodical Collection - comprehensive col-
lection of current periodicals

® Newspaper Collection - newspapers from
1976 to date 4 :

® Theses Collection - collection of the theses

of M.Phil and Ph.D degrees conferred by -

Sri Lankan universities and foreign univer-
sities to Sri Lankan nationals

® Library and Information Science Collection

® Special Collections - collections of eminent
scholars e.g. Martin Wickramasinghe, Pro-
fessors D E Hettiarachchi, Tikiri
Abeysinghe and M H Peter Silva, Ms Theja
Gunawardana and Dr P B Sannasgala

® Map Collection

® Gazette Collection - complete collection of
gazettes from 1888 to date

® Data bases

e Report Collection

® Folklore Collection including Mr Peter
Wijesinghe collection

The Reader Services Division facilitates
the use of the resources of the library. The three
reading rooms provide facilities for over 300
readers. A special information desk is located
close to the entrance to facilitate the users and
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would be users of the library. Any person with
proven identity is eligible to obtain the mem-
bership of the National Library and library staff
is available to entertain readers’ requests and
queries. Members are entitled to use all facili-
ties of the library and extra payment is levied
only for the use of the Internet and photocopy
facilities. Both card catalogue and the comput-
erised catalogue are available for users. Also us-
ers could access the collection of more than 70
libraries through the National Library Union
Catalogue. All these catalogues are available ons
line on the Internet. The NLDC has mter-library
loan facilities with all major libraries in the coun-

try and a number of leading libraries in the
world. Users of the National Library can ac-

cess many online databases including a number
of full text databases. The Reader Services Di-

vision is open to the public from Tuesday to

Saturday, except on public holidays.

Bibliographic Services

One of the objectives of a National Li-
brary is to ensure establishment of an orderly
bibliographic control mechanism of the
country’s publications. The NLDC compiles
and publishes the current, cumulative, and ret-
rospective national bibliographies on Sri Lankan
publications. The Sri Lanka National Bibliog-
raphy (SLNB) is published monthly and con-
tains information on publications published dur-
ing the previous month. Publications on Sri
Lanka and to some extent publications by Sri
Lankans published outside the country are also
included in the bibliography. Being a multi-lin-
gual country, publications in Sinhala, Tamil and
English are included in the national bibliogra-
phy. In addition first edition of periodicals and
newspapers and information on maps and au-
dio-visual materials are also included. Based on
its extensive coverage, timeliness, and structure,
the Sri Lanka National Bibliography is consid-
ered one of the best national bibliographies in
the world. Since April 2003 the SLNB is also
published in disk format.

The publication of the Retrospective
National Bibliography is another successful
project carried out by the NLDC. The objec-
tive of the project is to introduce bibliographic

control of publications published during a pe-
riod of 226 years, from 1737, when printing was
introduced to the country to 1963, when the pub-
lication of the National Bibliography com-
menced. To date the period of 1737 to 1910
has been covered. :

The Sri Lanka Periodical Article Index
is a quarterly publication that provides informa-
tion on articles appearing in periodicals pub-
lished in the country. To some extent it also cov-
ers the articles pertaining to Sri Lanka published
in foreign journals.

The NLDC engages in a large number
of documentation services projects at the na-
tional level. The National Union Catalogue con-
tains bibliographic information of collections of
70 major iibraries in the country. The Sri Lanka
Newspaper Article Index provides information
on articles that appear in the national newspa-
pers. The Sri Lanka Conference Index carries
information on conferences and seminars held
in Sri Lanka during the last three decades. In-
dex to Postgraduate Theses provides biblio-
graphic information and location of the theses
submitted for higher degrees in the universities
of Sri Lanka and to the foreign universities by
Sri Lankans. The two volumes of the index cov-
ering 1981-2000 period published recently, pro-
vides information on 2,310 such theses. The
Directory of Government Publications, data-
base on the ethnic problem in Sri Lanka, publi-
cation of the catalogue of the Peradeniya Uni-
versity and Directory of Social Scientists in Sri
Lanka are some of the major documentation
projects presently carried out by the NLDC.
Whilc reducing thc number of copies in paper
form the NLDC will keep them as databases in
the future which can be searched online.

The National Library also acts as the
centre of the country’s library networks. There
are a number of library networks operating in
different fields e.g. Sri Lanka Scientific and
Technical Information Network (SLSTINET),
Health Library and Information Network
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From 12

(HELLIS), Agriculture Information Network
(AGRINET), Environmental Library Network
(ENLINET) and Trade Information Network
in Sri Lanka (TRADENETSL). The NLDC
acts as the co-ordinator of the activities of the
Asia-Pacific Information Network in Social Sci-
ences (APINESS). The newsletter NATNET
LANKA, which contains news ofthe networks,
is published by the NLDC bi-annually.

Today libraries are operating in a rap-
idly changing environment. Information is con-
sidered a commodity and an essential ingredi-
ent for national development. The traditional role
of libraries too has changed and today libraries
do not have the monopoly on information. With
the invention of the Internet and other ICT fa-
cilities any person is able to retrieve required
information without undue problems. Consid-
ering the complexity and the vastness of the
information resources available, itis always
advisable and more productive for the research-
ers to get the help of library and information
professionals in libraries in their quest for knowl-
edge. On the other hand today most ofthe
libraries are faced with a shortage of funds due
to the current economic difficulties experienced
by Sri Lanka. Hopefully this situation will ease
soon and the library and information sector
would be able to play a vital role in the devel-
opment process of Sri Lanka.
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The Natwnal lerary and lerary,;Development Serwces

C. Dushyanthi Daniel
Head/Library Development Division
NLDSB
April 25, 2003

Libraries are considered centres of ledrn-
ing right from the beginning of civilizations and
there are a number of famous libraries of old
and new, which have helped immensely in the
learning and information needs of the people.
A few centuries ago, a National Library for a
nation too was recognized as an essential need
for the development of library system in a coun-
try.

The oldest library established at national
level in Sri Lanka was the Government Orien-
tal Library, which was set up in 1870. Subse-
quently there were many developments towards
establishing a National Library Service for Sri
Lanka and in 1970, the Sri Lanka National Li-
brary Services Board (later re-named as the
National Library and Documentation Services
Board) was established. The main objectives of
the Board were to establish a National Library
for Sri Lanka, to coordinate, organize and to
develop alibrary system in the country. Accord-
ingly the National Library of Sri Lanka was es-
tablished in April, 1990. It was renamed as the
National Library and Documentation Centre

(NLDC) after the new National Library and

Documentation Services Board Act No: 51 of
1998. This new act empowered the National
Library and Documentation Services Board
(NLDSB) to carry out its activities in a better

way and it spelled out the functions of the
NLDC.

[The NLDSB and NL.DC>

The National Library and Documenta-
tion Centre (NLDC) has many special collec-
tions and it is a research and reference library.
Collections include bound volumes, periodicals,
maps, government publications including ga-

zettes, acts, bills and hanzards, abstracting and
indexing journals in CD ROM version and au-
dio visual materials. The NLDSB carries out
library development activities in the country and
the main functions of the NLDSB is divided
into Library development, Library education and
training and Publications. In April 2003, the
NLDSB celebrates its 33" and the NLDC its
13% anniversary.

_ibraty Development activities>

The Library Development Division is
responsible for carrying out library development
activities in the country.

This Division extends its services to all
the public, school, departmental and special and
other libraries in the country. Planning of library
services, advising on such matters, formulating
various library standards, by-laws, rules and
regulations, carrying out the Provincial library
Development Project, assisting libraries by do-
nating books, advising on matters related to re-
cruitment of library personnel, organizing book
exhibitions and promoting reading habits spe-
cially among the school children are the main
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functions of the Library Development Division.
Through these functions the Library
Development Division. Aims to bring the librar-
ies in the country to excellent information re-
source centres and thereby serve the nation by
satisfying their information needs.

This division started the Provincial Li-
brary Development Project in order to involve
the Provincial Councils too in the development
of libraries in their respective provinces. Under
this project it assists Provincial Councils for for-
mulating statutes to initiate library development
programmes for their respective provinces. Ac-
cording to these programmes Library Services
Boards should be established in each province.
Assistance is also given for developing and mod-
ernizing library services at provincial level. The
Central Province has enacted the legislations and
has established the Library Board recently. A
number of other provincial councils such as the
Western, Southern, North Western and North-
Central Provincial Councils have already pre-
pared necessary drafts. Once set up, these Pro-
vincial Library Development Boards will be the
foundation of the library development of these
provinces. With the introduction of this legisla-
tion, a new library infrastructure e.g.: Provin-
cial Library Board, Provincial Central Library,
District Central Libraries, network of libraries
and library training centres will be set up. Spe-
cial attention will be given to the modernization
of library services using Information Commu-
nication Technology (ICT). Special attention
will be given to school library development at
provincial level as well.

The Library Development Division car-
ries out advisory services, which includes pro-
fessional advice on library buildings, library fur-
niture, organizing of library material, organiz-
ing of library services, applying IT to libraries,
conservation of library materials, advice on li-
brary staff, library extension services and library
management. The Library Development Divi-
sion, together with the help of the other profes-

sional staff at the NLDSB, is in the process of
extending its advisory services. Providing de-
tailed as well as summary reports and guide-
lines for their development activities are part of
it. Special visits are made sometimes, to inspect
the libraries before giving advice on their de-
velopment activities. When there is a need for
the library staff to be trained in any of these ar-
eas, the Library Development Division recom-
mends suitable courses or directs them to the
in-service training organized by the Education
and Training Division of the NLDSB.

The Library Development Division
deals with formulating and updating standards
for various types of libraries such as public,
school and departmental libraries in the coun-
try. An evaluator is appointed to visit the library
which requests upgrading of its library and an
evaluation report is prepared by the evaluator
according to set standards. The specially ap-
pointed committee analyses the Evaluation Re-
port and gives its recommendations, which is
forwarded to the NLDSB Board for approval.
Accordingly, the NLDSB grades these librar-
ies into Supra, Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3.
This grading of libraries helps relevant authori-
ties to upgrade their libraries, their librarians and
also fill their cadre vacancies. Within the last
few years, approximately 475 public libraries,
62 school libraries and 34 departmental librar-
ies have been upgraded by the NLDSB. Stan-
dards for evaluation of libraries are updated and
edited according to the new developments in
the library and information field whenever nec-

essary.

7

Donating books to local libraries is yet
another important function of the Library De-
velopment Division. Each year, local as well as
books that are received from the International
Book Aid is donated to needy public, school
and some special libraries. The Library Devel-
opment Division ‘conducts reading promotion
programmes in selected less-privileged schools.
These schools receive book donations from the
NLDSB, and NLDSB organizes lectures and
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seminars in these schools.

iNational Library Book Shop>

The National Library publications and
publications of Book Development Projects of
the NLDSB are sold at reasonable prices at the
National Library Bookshop. Special discounts
are given to libraries in their purchases. In addi-
tion to books on Social Sciences, Religion, Lit-
erature including children’s literature and Li-
brary Science and library stationery such as cata-
logue cards, book labels, book cards and acqui-
sition registers are also available in this
bookshop.

Relations with other institutions>

This division also assists in the imple-
mentation of the library component of the World
Bank assisted General Education Project - 2,
by serving in various advisory, steering and
evaluation committees. The Library Develop-
ment Division assisted in the formulation of the
National School Library Policy, which was de-
clared to the nation in October 2001 by the Min-
istry of Education and Higher Education, at the
International School Librarians’ Day celebra-
tions. This division assists in the activities of the
newly set up National Institute of Library and
Information Sciences (NILIS).

The Library Development Division
maintains close relations with professional in-
stitutions in the field of library and information
science such as the Sri Lanka Library Associa-
tion (SLLA) and the National Institute of Li-
brary and Information Science(NILIS). The
NLDSB played a crucial role in establishing
NILIS, which was a long felt need for the li-
brary protession in this country.

Book Exhibitions and sale >

T h e
& other main
activity of
this division
¥ is to orga-
nize and

2 g S VY conduct
book exhibitions at the NLDSB, at provincial

and national levels and also participate at na-
tional and international book fairs. Special dis-
counts are given in these book exhibitions and
a number of public and school libraries benefit
annually from these exhibitions.

Professional support >

The Library Development Division also
renders professional support to the library per-
sonnel in the country. Librarians and institutions
contact this division to clarify matters regarding
recruitment and appointments. If need arises, it
forwards their problems to relevant authorities
for consideration. The Library Development Di-
vision identifies the shortcomings in the rules
and regulations and circulars related to local li-
braries and assists in revising such documents.
The Government Librarians Service Minute was
revised recently with the assistance of a special
committee and has been submitted to the Min-
istry of Public Administration. Policy on lost
books in libraries too was formulated with the
assistance of a special committee.

We also ¢onduct examinations for li-
brary recruitment and promotions if requested
by any institution.

nternational days in the
Abrary and Information field

Celebrating international and national
days pertaining to library and information sci-
ence is yet another activity of this division. At
present we coordinate functions to celebrate the
International Book and Copyright Day which
falls on the 23" of April , International School
Librarians’ Day, which is celebrated every
fourth Monday in October, National Library
Week in April each year and National Literary
Month in September. Discussions are being held
with other organizations to identify other suit-
able days in this field.

Life long learning is a must today and
efficient library and information services are es-
sential to meet the information challenges of the
society. The Library Development Division has
many plans for the future, to further improve its
services for building up of quality libraries in
the nation and is working hard towards achiev-
ing its vision. vk
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Educatlon & ‘ralmng D1v1s1c>n

Padma Bandaranayake
Head/ Education & Training Division

During the past 33 years of its service to
the nation, National Library & Documentation
Services Board (NLDSB) has been playing a
vital role in providing continuing professional
education for the library personnel in various
sectors of libraries in Sri Lanka. The NLDSB is
considered as the pioneer organisation of pro-
fessional training for Library & Information Sci-
ence (LIS) personnel in Sri Lanka.

The vision of the Education & Training
Division is to foster & preserve high quality,
educationally sound & elaborate training in LIS
sector (10" Anniversary, National Library and
Documentation Centre, 2000). The NLDSB
conducts a continuing professional education
programmes for librarians & library staff of pub-
lic, school, pirivena, special and departmental
library sectors in Sri Lanka.

Not only that it conducts public semi-
nars, lectures that are open to any individual with
an interest in LIS & other related fields. Our
aim is to impart training for librarians in LIS
sector & equip them with necessary skills to meet
the challenges arising from the technological ad-
vancements & to ensure an adequate supply of
professionals in the LIS sector in Sri Lanka.

Our basic focus is to prepare librarians
& information officers to be “‘change ready. &
well tuned to the need of the times. While work-
ing hard towards achieving our vision, various
types of short-term training programmes and
special seminars are offered on library manage-
ment for librarians. With the introductioan of
the World Bank funded school library develop-
ment project called GEP-2, special emphasis is
given for human resource development that is
so essential for the development of school li-
brary sector in Sri Lanka. School hbrary sector
is the largest but the weakest area in the library
sector in Sri Lanka. With the cooperatlon of Pro-
vincial Directors of Education in provinces,
school librarian training programmes are con-
ducted in order to facilitate the GEP-2 activities
and to ensure achieving its objectives.

Apart from these short term programmes,
special seminars and conferences are organised

under different themes to celebrate special days
and events such as World Book & Copyright
Day, International School Library Day, NLDC
Anniversaries & the Literary Month. These semi-
nars discuss such topics as library automation,
networking & digital development in libraries.
Most of the special seminars and workshops are
designed on information technology applications
in libraries in providing information to users.

In collaboration with the Conservation
& Preservation Division, training programmes
are organised on conservation of ola leaf manu-
scripts and book binding under the project called
“Establishment of Conservation Centres. of
the Conservation & Preservation Division. In-
service training is yet another activity done by
the Education & Training Division.

As we are aware, most of the important
books on LIS are published in English. Some
selected LIS publications are translated into ver-
nacular languages for the benefit of students who
follow courses on LIS in Sinhala & Tamil. At
present we are in the process of identifying re-
source persons and preparing a database on col-
lected information on resource persons. From
time to time further training is given to identi-
fied trainers in order to make them up-to-date.

By all these efforts we want our librar-
1ans develop to their fullest potential and carry
out their duties in an efficient manner to serve
the nation. ) ¢
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UEISMTCHFSH BTGB UBME HHSH QIO HEH G g, Qymwdsenen
2 LGwrsLuGSHBIUS GBTLIUTE @, BIL LWIHFHOBN geim 2003.03.14 o0 Had)
Gadlu mrevasHlsr CaslBunt gL sHed BLSSILLL ).
Asian Aviation Centre (Pvt) Ltd ipisusnig et @m isueusorsefer Qui@mr (@ 2002.12.16
opib Had) OBTLSHHD 23 o> HsH eueny oG BimisusnsHe ueLBeuyy ifleymeit
GarLTurTe Gewed (penmullsd LWIDSA eupmISHILL LS.

Bevmiemaulsd LGN LTHTEEISMENF FTHD HITVGHTHENEN D_6TeNLSbE Sievie
oo Guemaull uWiipmiele@w HLsHar S Bwsd wrsrem Fmr ouwlelmss iHsTh
BEHGHG BTevss OCewpurhser GHTLIUTE SiPflenl G QuTEHLG &m Brst LUSHAL
ulLemm @erm 2002.10.29 wmmid 31 oo HadHseailsd Gl HTELS BYLEICTTOIN DS
Gremeumeir genuular Casl Curt amLsHod BLSSUULLE. SU ulindll ulLenmenui
GLOEOIDTSHTENT OTHTEMISH HNEVIBHEN(PID FMUWID @MEWIBHH @LOBIGHUGBSHBUNHESHE.

gTeuBhaF UTLETemeL [HITeVS HAGHms (Paiafll(h swbuan wreal LEmes Gihs
Fmsenm Gomflepsoll UTLFTEM6V HITELBTHEHHB@GHW LoMMID GLO6D LOT&TENT &SI LDT & T 65T
SOp Qomfl cpsoll UTLEFTENED HIVSTHEHGBGSIW @@ BreT LUWIDF Ul Lenm ey
2002.10.28 o Had gemuuler GCaslBurT smLHH0 BLSSUULLG. @i uulpndl
ulLenpuier QurmL(p FHAmsen, SO Gomyl cpev UTLFTNED HIEOBTHET | LIGOT
UBIE UmmleoTT.

Guemisd WHAW BleNELWRIBMET BiMEHGHW CFWMHOIL L SHHIL 60T GHTLTLHL W HIT6VS
FrgamGanen GuamisHsd WHMID LML &L BHed QsTLTuren wulndl ulLemn eaTm
2002.11.27 - 29 opb HaHsefled Fenuuler Casl BurT Fnl HHe0 BLHSULLL G B0 12
Bmieuetmisenend CFihe 12 DBSHBHEUTHET LUBNG UDITT.

T L ICE ,‘

HBITEVEBEIBEDHDHG Soolell 2 LUCULTEHMS ADWPSEILGHSH DISHT (LP6VLD QP LPBIG (LPEDD

ulsomenr SHifls Goeneusnwl eUPEIGLD CHTHBHBHIL 6, [BHITCVBBIBENET HETONULIGSHBLONEHEGH D60
T @srLiuTet WwIBTH @aim 2002.12.17 o Had Capl HIevs peuamiaToHEed Caeneudmsi
semuulent Gl GuNT anlGdle0 BLSSUULL . S ABTLIGED QUITSH HITELEBHEIGET, LUTLFTEN6D
BIEVSEISET, DHMID Hevelld ST mrevsmIseila LFHBSsEnD UniEGUDDETT.

Gl FHTVES JpeaueamaTssed GFmeusel sFeouwreaid UHeaiau@md HTH

sewIaTL HBenemyld alDUMETS Fal BSmeTUD @UEIGUGSS BHHDH6.

AL ] S

2002.10.18-21 - @ewng toammomuy Quesiiset waTaNGHHUITEOUND
2002.10.28-29 - SIBPTSUTL WwHEW 1w&T alHHumeotd
2002.11.26-28 - GxafGumel L GxpHlw uTLFTeneL
2003.03.20-24 - usCsHaID QUTH HITEVSLD

@evmiemauied 2 _eiten UGN HIVSEIGENET 6UETEIGST HOID CFeneudser GHTLTLNe0

Siupenn Sy Bienund Geuiged Gsflul HIresSHIITed BL(WePULGSSILGESTDS)-
@sei ysTyh sreboL slal(hdHE wHmD SETSTTE HeneisdasendHHear @rsu&,@ (PFH6VLD
&) HIevsTEaD, @Hfusion Gurg HIVSW WHDED UsHen CUISH HIEUSD  ETETLIST
@IewILTD & HIVSWISaD  SFFBITewuD Gauiwui Geere.
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Gasflw HTeVS eueauTdHe0 CFeneumell  Femuwmendl 2002 @&CrTuT GHTL&&LD
2003 OTTE WD euemy @evmensuled o efen 130 urLsTeme, GUIGI, WfGeuem  ommID
MNBFL MITEVEMIBEDHHS h. 479446.00 GUDILHWLTE BHIOSHMN DRUAULE CQFuigieTeng.
@sm& Gered FTaubss HIeL 2 el HnsuaSAaITed CHHL BHIFevs LEUTTEUTHS6D
Gaenause FenUd@ eupmIBLILLL 2271 HITeOE6T 75 HIVSEIBEDHHEML Gul LSITHSHeMbHILIL L 6.

2002 @&Gymut GzmTL&sWb 2003 wWTTF euenguleomsn STeoULGSHUTD CxpAul HITVS
SLOUTEUTSSE60 CFenousell FenuUUTRTE pM SeNeVlIsbHeNed CUBHENTSHET BHLSHSULIL L 6I.
/

QILIDGHW oTETemSHear 2 _eehyTl g BloeuaimseT womid lGsFL mrsvsmseried
BITEVSTHET  DHMID FHL HTVS MPOWITHEDSGW Sewieil vuIDAD urLOBY)  @eTm
2003.02.26 Sib FHad JIRILL UNBMHVSHRSHHE0 BLSHSUULLG. U urQBPlwrers
JTRIL L UsSmevsss5H SHliemeanGoubsT CuIrdflwm 6ICxmrHar isuTsellar sensoentoulet
BIPD LLBMVBBINS BHITVS(HD UL WSHHW TSI HBITVHF FRISHHSN HeneveuT STidlell
& Feveur SjeuTseflar GumumiTensuullssr Supd HLSHSUILL L G).

AU urLOpPuler apeowd sewiaflenw  eeualimid mHTeLE GBFemeusefler GQuTHBLG
o _uBwrslubhhsieug eeatug GasTLTurs Cariurl® Ffalulsd Gawed(penmullsvid vulmed
SUIDRISUILIL L ).

FTeuBGxps uUTLFTeML HIVE HabHemmps OCarewiLT(h poswrs CxFw L LHHed
BITVSPID - LS 2 6B (IPL 6eIaiaid SHemevlilet &S 2002.10.28 oo HeF SImPTSHUT
wHHW et ealsHureowsded allpT Q&M BLSSUUL LS. QMDD SID LTS T
LLSH0 Lev UTLFTemevHsT @60 URIGUDHWSIL T auTdlLl UIpHSHMS D6mb G ealsELW0
Crwummi L gems UTLFTeN6L WL SHH0 alwmMNIuGDGSW BLeougsHmeE 1HGHUILLLS. BSHDGS
MW BHIeVE anTIsmd Caxfl wlLsHHD rsLatUuBGHSHID WWHMID HITEODT SN 6N
vuipmiele@w G QFumPIL LD SLFIDINGSOILL LS.

8% Gzpdlwu elipTeuretd UTLIFTeN6L Heval DMDFFT QFH6MIey SHIMHID6V JFTRUSAS
WOHDID UL  GHHW THTE  (PHD MWEFSFT Hm uTlly 19CFeTed  HeOTHruisES
SleuTHefel gemevenoullst S  wails sauem eSS Se0al WHOID HEOTFTT DIEVIEUEVBEI
SIMIDFHD UTLFTMEV H60aT JMDFFHe LTLFTm60 HIVSL 1flahd Benawhg Smmnsd
Bred  GeusflluiiLmenT smisbd HDWD &FloeGH @VEINS HTL ENDUSHRTIWITONT FEIBLD
SpBweupien 2 salujLel QUEIGUGSSILLYBHSE!

Bevms  CasTavausmauled o eiten AN BHSTITID elsTengulsd sursld GFUIZ
&,rfsuwrrﬂm W guen Hnflsioen CoHyfe EHTUSTTSHBIONSG DieuHMLW HBCFOIL LOTETTEUITEHETHLD
g;m(%urrsmg,u_l alsryrduud sHGuUTE WALl eaunssd G YL LTauhens
speammEs) Gsrm o LuL ue WBMAW QFsdeubsTaeflanmmed &y PssIULL 1N igueT
émer.'wm BTwss CayT ETusTisHs EFLSD 2002.12.22 oub Had Gsmapby yHw
OsTLLL (pewen Ursren smspTwLes Gsyi Helusan weeadd oeuissfamsd Hobsl
MUSBUULLS. BF FHSTUUSH® YLLTeudens srevmisy GsFT o UL ST FHis
Brwss®G wenFwralar o Nywsieensd Gss uryTeEpwsinm o MInlerirsEpn
&VHG OlHTeoTL 6OTIT. .
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. A four - day training programme for public librarians of the North Eastern Province was
held from 18-21 Oct 2002 at the Jaffna Public Library.

. Two training programmes were held for pirivena librarians at Sri Sarananda Pirivena,
Anuradhapura from 30 Oct to 2 Nov 2002 and at Weherapitiya Pirivena in Polgahawela
from 5-8 February 2003

® In-service training programmes were held at the NLDSB for the students of Sri Lanka
Library Association (SLLA) and for the library staff of Asian Aviation Centre (Pvt) Ltd

. Training programmes on library management were held at the NLDSB for the library staff
of the Sri Lanka Police Department and the Heads of the Government Departments and
Organisations

* Training programme on CD-ROM Searching was held for two Bangladesh trainees at the
NLDSB.

* A two day workshop on Community Development was held on 29 Oct and 31 Oct 2003
at the NLDSB for the officers attached to the local government offices in the Western
Province.

. Two workshops on library automation and usage of the Internet and e-mails in communica-
tion were held on 17 & 18 December 2002 at the NLDSB.

¢ A three-day workshop on conservation & book-binding was held from 27-29 Nov 2002
at the NLDSB.

* Two seminars were held to mark the International School Library Day on 28 Oct 2002 at
the NLDSB for school librarians in both Sinhala and Tamil medium

* A seminar on research methbdology was held on 11 Dec 2002 at the NLDSB for the
new researchers in the field of Social Sciences & Humanities

* A two-day seminar was held on 27 & 28 March 2003 for school librarians of Gampaha
District
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_ Book Exhibitions

The following book exhibitions were organized by the NLDSB.

Date Venue
18 Oct 2002 Mahamaya Balika Vidyalaya, Kandy
28-29 Oct 2002 Central College, Anuradhapura
26-28 Nov 2002 National School, Dehiowita
20-24 Mar 2003 Baddegama Public Library

/

Library of the Department of Animal Production and Health was upgraded to Grade I
while Public Library Giriulla and Public Library Buttala were upgraded to Grade II.

The NLDSB has taken action to donate books worth of Rs. 4,79,446.00 among 130 school,
public & pirivena libraries. Apart from that, 2271 books received under the International Book

Aid Project were donated to 75 libraries in Sri Lanka during the period from Oct 2002 to March
2003.

The following lectures were conducted as National Library Monthly Lectures from Oct
2002 to March 2003.

Lecturer Lecture Title

Prof. Russel Bowden IFLA 2002 Glasgow; A Report

Mr. Punchi Banda Gallaba  g®»> gedmesm@EandeSsios - 8z
FTTRS

Mr. Dhanapala Gunasekara 80853 m@0; Do amig:S®

Prof. M.O.A. de Soysa es8)dE &3t Ou 88 0Bt

Mr. Shantha K.Herath BOBISS 2RO DE BERLIRD IS

Ms. Menaka Kumari, | SR GOX Ot ency 88de OeEE3sicd

Mr.Nihal Pushpakumara 2 t3tn 9298306 @ gos R iSO
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A computer training programme for librarians and all other library staff in the North-Cen-
tral province was held on 26-02-2003 at the University of Rajarata . This was done under the
supervision of the Librarain, University of Rajarata & the Chairman, Librarians’ Association of
the North Central province. '

An exhibition and sale of handicrafts made by members of the public libraries in the
Negombo municipality area was organized on 18 & 19 Dec 2002 at the Town Hall, Negombo.

X

Library Day.

The national programme on International School Library Day was held on 28 Oct 2002 at
the Central College at Anuradhapura under the theme, Library : A New World, under the patron-
age of the Ministry of School Education. Mr. Suranimala Rajapaksha, Minister of School Educa-
tion & Mr. Berty Premalal Dissanayake, Chief Minister of the North Central Provincial Council
- were the chief guests at this national event. The week begins from the International School Li-
brary Day was declared as the National School Library Week.

The National Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS) organised two day
workshop on 24 & 25 of October to celebrate the International School Library Day

The Children’s Section of the Horana Public Library organised a prgramme to celebrate
the International Children’s Day.

The library of Ruhuna University has organised . a training programme on Library and
Information Science (LIS) from 21 - 31 Oct 2003
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