
g j T e o a a 1 Q f f iu a ^ la )6 n

L I B R A R Y  N E W S
%  ( 3 °2 5 )3  9 e c te }2 s> 3 (3 © o d > 9 & ) a ® r S  9 2 5 3 3 0 3 2 5 3 0 3

g}6\)r^j«n<5E>^, ( B a ^ ilu j 5 jT 6 D £ B ^ ^ l6 in  Q f f i u ^ l u  lT1(j <3vijld

THE N EW SLET T ER  OF THE NATIONAL LIBRA RY OF SRILAN KA

N A T k j r t M . '  I W A R Y  
Dot STATIC.' <Ji

24 0253 ©0c)© 3 253(33003 
2003 e^0 - e3(d'253(©0<5 

iDGorr 24 j§)2>yp 3 
6JL1IJ 6V) - gJ’OTT 2003 

V ol. 24 No. 3 
July - Septem ber 2003 

ISSN 1391-0000

H I1 M il j “S i f  | > i

ft f

if lili> . {
IW ff i l  In i f  ■
1 fJ|. I.!flflij if ■j»

/ f l |}■ / 1 1  f a  i fl ; /
A

: ; P i 1 !!• v B l v;; if | p j.
ffijff |1 I # 1



c5)oaq}6<s5 333  S33C3C33@®<53 S o o O  o a '  cocdc^  

g C j O C 3 3 ©  C 3 £ 5 3 3  @ 0 3  CfT q O G O O  © gD3^<£),

2003.09.02

Q61I61T6TTLJ Q  U  (TF, <S. <SBl 6ZTT IT 6\3 U rT ^l< 5b< 5bL JU L L  

U H L  T IT  653 61) rTJT 6 0  <9b r i l  SB (STT, <5E> (g> jTxJT 6 0

^e^uerfluLiT Qtlû ,6\) 02.09.2003
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6l51̂ 1̂ujrTSUlÛ l̂65Trr6D 2003.09.02 f£lfib$ {TjJTfT) £bS55Tfi&fTL$ Q65[ITl|ljb I|jfT6D 6l5lnf)U65)65Tflb 8siL_(LpLb

QffiLJiuLJULî îBa&gj.
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The following training programmes were taken place under the continuing professional 
development programme o f the National Library and Documentation Services Board (NLDSB).

A three day training programme on conservation and book binding for the Tamil medium 
librarians in the North East was held from 2nd to 10th July 2003.

Two training programmes for public librarians o f Western and Sabaragamuwa Provinces 
and another training programme for the Pirivena librarians in the Galle District were conducted 
by the NLDSB during the period o f  12th August to 03rd October 2003.

Inhouse training programme on library management for the library staff o f  the Commis­
sion o f Telecommunication and Janananda Vidyalaya, Diyathalawa. In addition to that, another 
training programme on cataloguing and classification was held for the school librarians o f Negambo 
and Minuwangoda educational zone.

With a view to promote the reading habits among the school children, a seminar was held 
for the students o f  Sangamiththa Balika Vidyalaya, Colombo on 3rd July 2003. A  book donation 
for the school was also made at this occation.

N atidnal Library Lecture Strifes

The following lectures were held as National Library Monthly Lectures from July to 
September 2003.



L ectu rer T itle

getfs>2»3(3 gQasfsS 24/3. 2003 djg- e3fê z»£©S)(5
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jSook Donations

TheNLDSB has donated books worth o f Rs. 1,319,886.70 among 47 school libraries, 19 
public libraries, 07 pinvena libraries in Sri Lanka during the period began from July to September 
2003.

t * * * -r h t m n  A T O  'k m  ( / i i i u u u

The following book exhibitions were held during the period from July to September 2003.

Date Venue

28-29 July 2003 Public Library, Anuradhapura
31 July to 01 August 2003 Public Library, Polonnaruwa
2-7 September 2003 National Library and Documentation Services

Board, Colombo

j Grading o f Libraries

The school library o f  Rewatha Rajakeeya Vidyalaya at Kotte was graded as a grade iii 
level library under the project o f grading o f  libraries.

Celebration

The following dates have been declared by the NLDSB as important dates in the field o f  
Library and Information Science to be celebrated.

Pirivena Library Day The second day o f  the week (Tuesday) that bigins with the first
Monday o f  June.

Public Library Day

National Reading Month 

Library Week 

Librarians’ Day 

School Library Week

The second day o f  the week (Tuesday) that bigins with the 
first Monday o f July.

October

The first week o f  October that starts with a Monday 

The second day (Tuesday) o f  the library week  

The fourth week begins with a Monday in October
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News from other Libraries

Seminars

With a view  o f  celebrating the “Literary Month” in September, a lecture series was 
organized by the Bandaranayike Memorial.Library o f  Nittambuwa.

Book Exhibition

C f Q AUnnfifm 1 1 «TOt.otuasiici11 lviOiciti-1 V W O  l l  O  L' u vv u iiao organized a book exhibition to mark the Literary
Month, 2003

New Reading Room

A newly built reading room at the Public Library, Kalutara was declared open by Dr. 
W.T.P.Ariyarathne, the Chairman o f  Kalutara Municipal Council on 27th September 2003.

The Best Librarian - Kalutara District

Ms. Kosali Ranasinghe o f  the Kalutara Public Library was nominated as the best 
librarian o f  the Kalutara District, by a contest held to mark the Local Government week.

The state literature festival o f  the year 2003 was held on 18th September 2003 at the 
BMICH under the patronage o f  Mr.Karu Jayasooriya, Hon. Minister o f  Power and Energy 
and Dr. Karunasena Kodithuwakku, Hon. Minister o f  Human Resources, Cultural and Edu­
cation. The best National award “ Sahithya Rathna” was given to Prof.Ananda Kulasooriya.

M tem at^n^ Book Tair

The 5th Colombo International Book fair was held from 15-21 September 2003 at the 
BMICH. This was organized by Book Publishers Association o f  Sri Lanka. A  number o f  
local and foreign book publishers & Printers too part at this fair.
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§  @o23>3©0 ê G£fzs>2a)3G eaqcoa ©eaadz^dc 
s p z a T ^ ^ c a  @033^3 cdj^ @  - c^28©2s>a® 

9©^5>g3
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Ĝ <#llU @0n6J<E065)655irB̂  yL_l̂ UJ6V) L̂655L<566TT, 
®(rF>rBja065>655TrB£ uili^uj60, rejrji)UL_î iu6bab6fT urb^uJ 
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(̂ê êBiflbidlejfr (Lp 6̂orr6op Q̂ rri_ifurrfib



i j 6wn p T  p  u  L  19 iu  p  a& rj6i |£ b ( 6T5 £ b @ L D

2_6fT6nL_®(SbLJU(Sfi06ffTfD65T.

fi_0rTIJ655Tli)

a 606)SI <9JL5l6)51(rT)0̂ ).- 1 (1996)
Q ^ r r@ U L ]  ijrregrr (0 6 5 5 T 6 u fr0 0 6 5 i.-  Qa&FT(Lpii>n 

@ 6 0 iB i6 5 ia  a606)5) ^ r i l e i S l t i T ^ ^ l a  arBJaiX ), 1 9 9 6 .-  

U . 88  ; S u f ) .  2 2 .  6lS6lD6U@n5lLJL5]l_LJUl_6)Sl606!r)6V) 

( 2 6 5 1 5 8 )

[56^651 @ 6 O re d 6 5 )a 0  (B0<#)lU 2 ^ p D U L l9 U J6 l5 l6 0

2_6TT 6TTl_flE> fibU U L  ©617 6TT Q  6U Slfl 6U |J SlSl (TF> fiB LD

Q 6rfl llT @ 6b (6tj fib <eb ft 6ot pT  ff) u L 19 iu no iJlrfle^Jlso
6 T $ lf ra rT 6 O 0 $ 6 O  GlSUfflflLdlLLJ UL6^6TT6TT LJ(IT)6U 

QffU6lflll3@fib6TT Gl0rri_mjrT65T yj655TLDfT65T p irb U L ^ lU f r )  

f i b l K ^ L J U r T L ® ^  0 a 6 1 1 6 O a 6 1 T  2 _  6TT 6TT L. fib fib U

U(j>fi£!65r(T)65T.

2_0rrij655T ii>

( B a i y r r p . -  Q ^ r r @ ^ l  1, @ 0 L p  1 (g>65T6iiif) 1 9 9 7 )  

Q^fT(§UUfT<#)rfluJIT (0LDFTlf) C T ^ llf l^ lf llU .-

p S a G l a i T L  : 65)LD<s(B(r)rT L iG p rrffs r i) , 1 9 9 7 .

ISSN  1391-2569 : ($. 100.00

U(TT)61I Q6U6Tflu5(5fib6Tinrfi& Q6USfrlLl5l!_L]U©Lb

a a e o  Qsn5rflii!(5ab6iT Q0nri_frurT65T re jrp

Ulll^LUfT) fibL® U U rr@  6p65T65)fT) (BLDji)QafT6TT6O0fi)aiT55T 

Gprraa00|L_65i @60r5i65i<a (B0<$iu pTsoa0$65TrT6O 
@ 6 0 fB i6 5 ia  ^rrfflTfB Jfib Q6U6lflli5(B<ab6tfl65I UL.I9 IU6O 
§)65T p  Q ^ I T O a f ib L J U L ®  6H($fiQ65TfD0].

a _ ^ f r i j « r a i i i )

@ 6OrHJ65>a0 Q0fTy5l6OfT6TTfl LDL.60 .- © 0 ^ 6 0  ID jijp ib

Q 0fry51rb uu51rr)rfl ^ i 6a)U)<jav, Q u rjiD iD .-  6iSi_65ni)ULj

f ib L l^ L  ^J6!DLD8:a i

P61I65T - a 606)5 LDfT)fDlb S_lUrT- a 606)51 

^ S D lD ffg v )  1 9 9 0 ,  1 9 9 1 ,  1 9 9 2  ^ L D  ^655T @ a61?l60  

Gl6U6lflll5lLLJ Ulll_a}JL£> ^ jJ ffn T b lfib  Q6U6lflll5©ab6TTITab® 

<5b(Oj0UU($U 651611 LLJLD (T 60T LI ($611 Gl6U6T f l l J ( $ a 6Tr 

Gl0 r n J tU f T a  rejTfDUL-l^lUfb fibL@ LJUrrL.© 0 a 6116O a 6TT 

® lll UL. 191116)5160 S _ 6TT6TTLflb a U U l l ( | ) 6TT6TTg>I.

Q^m_rr]5 gd GI606t5u5Il_uul.® 6U($ii> pnbLJi-i9iu6orTa 
®($uu§ji_6ffr 1 9 9 3 / 1 9 9 4  ĵ,LD ,s&655i(|)aarT65T 
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UNILEP - Union List o f  Environmental periodi­
cals - Central Environmental Authority Library, 1973
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ences, 1984.

2. Union List o f  Health Scien ce  periodicals in 
H E L L IS  (Sri Lanka) network libraries/ com ­
piled by Kumudini Ekaratne, U niversity o f  
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^rflfiB^lrnD, <s&60 rraFrrrrLD, a ^ a b  6i51 l_ uj r&i «s& 6fr
Q^m_frurrab @6oak90ujaijab(̂ aba&a63T $ 0  su l̂abrrLi^
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Some problem s o f preservation and conservation o f  
literary heritage in;f»ri: Lanka: with special reference to

i-leaf n ia n u ^ if isS

C.N.K . Alahakoon  

A ssistant Librarian 

U niversity  o f  Peradeniya

Pream ble

This paper mainly discusses the his­
torical background o f  writing in Sri Lanka. 
Secondly it discusses the problems arise in
n r o c p r x / o t t n n  o n H  P A n c p r i r o t i A n  n o 1 m c1/aofp i  v o v i  v u t i t j i i  a u u  v u i i o v i  v u u u u  u i  p u i m  i v u i

manuscripts and their flaws, lack o f  method­
ology and lack o f organization o f  palm-leaves, 
environmental hazards and lack o f  training 
and preservation programmes in the field o f  
conservation. The reasons for the develop­
ment o f  the above problems are also discussed 
in this paper. Finally some solutions are sug­
gested.

[istorical background o f  w riting in  
ri Lanka

The art o f  writing have been in exist­
ence from the time o f  the 5th Century B.C. 
but no books or records o f  this period have 
been found.1 However, in the third Century
B.C. the donatory Brahmi cave inscriptions 
proves the widespread use o f  an alphabet in 
Sri Lanka. There is also evidence that, in the 
first Century B.C there had been a significant 
record o f  the cultural history o f  the Island. 
As the Buddhist temples were the centres o f  
learning, the Buddhist scriptures especially the 
Tripitaka (canonical) and the commentaries, 
orally from teacher to pupil had been were 
committed to writing on strips o f  palm leaf at 
the Alokavihara (modern Aluvihara Rock  
Temple), near Matale in the Central province 
under the supervision o f  the Chief High Priest 
in the temple.

Apart from the use of lithic records, 
gold plates, gold sheets, copper plates, clay  
tablets and stone (Gal pot) had been used for 
writine Droves the existence o f  writine fromW X w
very early times to the modem times. The ma­
terial evidence to confirm the practice o f  writ­
ing on temporary material such as palm leaves 
are not available to us, except the oldest be­
longing to a period not earlier than the thir­
teenth century. According to the above facts, 
the art o f  writing on palm-leaf in Ceylon (now  
Sri Lanka) dates back to a long period, a pe­
riod o f  over twenty two centuries.

These manuscripts were the powerful 
medium for transmission o f ideas, knowledge, 
and culture o f  the Sri Lankan society. And it is 
very Important to preserve and conserve the 
palm-leaf manuscripts as it serves as a histori­
cal document which is a literary and linguistic 
sources for documentation, and also it depicts 
few illustrations for artistic abilities to carry out 
researchs.

Problqins in preservation  iand 
con servation . o f  palm-1 eaves

Being organic in nature, palm -leaves 
are susceptible to decay and disintegration over 
time. M ost o f  the extant manuscripts avail­
able in Sri Lankan libraries, museums, and 
archives, where large collections are main­
tained are on the verge o f  disintegration. This 
may have happened due to lack o f  proper 
maintenance, unsuitable storage techniques
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and unsatisfactory environmental conditions 
as these are very delicate and indigenous 
materials. They need extra care from variety 
o f  hazards and this acute problem is growing 
in a critical way in Sri Lanka which could 
not be ignored.

With the increase o f  numerous library 
materials, and the development o f  variety o f  
inform ation access m ethods, the habit o f  
studying the traditional texts written on palm- 
leaf manuscripts came to be unused which  
caused to deteriorate the materials. At the same
1 t c* tli< I'A D nnn o i h l o  n A r c n n  n o  n t  t h o  a a II l l lv  1 v o p v / i i o i u i v  p v i  O U im v i \J X IUV W 1 1 W

tions where deposited, pay more attention to 
provision o f  new access methods while ne­
glecting the maintenance and preserving o f  
these rare collections.

Moreover, the attitudes regarding the 
preservation o f  rare collections like palm- 
leaves are directly affected for the survival o f  
these collections. It is a tendency to think that 
palm -leaf manuscripts are o f  no importance 
when these have been printed. Except that, 
most o f  the printed editions o f  Sri Lankan 
palm -leaf manuscripts fall short o f  the ac­
cepted norms and often, the critical tools are 
not given. If assigned them as irrelevant and 
have only exhibition value, such attitudes 
would result in depriving posterity o f  a sig­
nificant component o f  the cultural and liter­
ary heritage and when the time com es, the 
authorized personnel and the users do not 
know what actions to be taken for the safe­
guard o f  the manuscripts.

F law s o f  p a lm -leaves

Today most o f  the collections are sub­
jected to different types o f  damages and dete­
rioration agencies like climatic factors, light 
and insects damages. Further, several types 
o f  defects such as stains, splitting, and cleav­
age o f  the surface layer, discolouring, dam­
age by insects, fungal effects, water damages, 
fading o f writing, brittleness, tear, leaves stuck 
together and weakening o f  the leaves are

0|efzaza3(3 gGasftS 24/3. 2003 d|g _ e3tete>£®£)(5 
some o f  the important and the prominent 
problems that can be noticed in these co llec­
tions.

Any p a lm -lea f m anuscript that is 
brought to the library can bring with it a vari­
ety o f  the above mentioned damages. This 
would need immediate attention before they 
are integrated with the existing collection. 
Some mechanical damages that have been  
caused because o f  the traditional binding  
method that incorporates the threaded cord in 
a winding system around the edges o f  the 
manuscripts eausino nrpfikhpp: to loaf m aos  
tends to develop cracks in all the directions 
starting from the hole. The treatment o f  such 
rare materials requires a different approach 
than that requires for the repairs, damages, 
renewals etc. which extend their life o f  mono­
graphs and periodicals.

Lack o f  methodology and lack o f  
organization

This is also an important problem to 
m en tion  here that the m e th o d o lo g y  o f  
librarianship that most libraries follow ed re­
garding the cataloguing and classification o f  
these palm -leaf manuscript collections. Get­
ting access to the manuscripts is a big prob­
lem with less attention that has been paid for 
the maintenance o f  the collections in some li­
braries as they are incomplete or m ixed cata­
logues. Due to the lack o f  trained librarians 
in this field, it is difficult to maintain any type 
o f  catalogues in any scientific manner for 
these palm-leaf manuscript collections. There­
fore it is obvious that trained librarians and 
personnel with subject knowledge are needed 
to overcome the above problem in these li­
braries.

Owing to the dearth o f  proper storage 
facilities in libraries, some o f  the collections 
are in the open access areas, som e are in air 
tight boxes and som e are stored in dingy  
rooms. In this manner, several manuscripts 
are often stored together or as a heap o f
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collection in drawers or shelves and some 
are in bundled up state up to now. Quite of­
ten, they are kept bundled haphazardly in 
almirahs without any wooden boards and 
threads. This necessitates frequent handling 
o f all the palm -leaves in order to one’s re­
quirement. Apart from that, inadequate space 
has been a big problem for librarians to de­
posit these.

Some o f  the manuscripts in libraries 
are stored in cupboards or cabinets and are 
locked for more protection but their mainte­
nance is neglected and hence one can notice 
damping o f  the leaves. More traditionally, the 
palm -leaf manuscripts o f  exceptional value 
might be exhibited to the public only in an 
environmentally controlled display case. Con­
trolling o f  the external environment is ulti­
mately beyond the power o f  the librarian or 
archivist, but it is necessary to be aware o f  it, 
specially, i f  there are any hazards and sudden 
changes. Lack o f  know how and awareness 
o f the importance o f  the written heritage is 
not only among the general public but also 
with the authorities.

D ue to th is , m any o f  them  lay  
u ncata logued , untouched , unclean , and 
uncared by which the manuscripts are break­
ing down. In one sense this causes the dam­
age o f the manuscripts and on the other hand 
the library would get the blame for not pro­
viding the user requirements to the right user 
at the right time. In this kind o f  situation it is 
important to establish a policy for every type 
o f  procedures for handling manuscripts.

Environmental hazards

Another crucial problem is the envi­
ronmental factors that affect the entire collec­
tion at all tim es throughout the country. 
Therefore, maintaining ideal temperature and 
the humidity leyel for manuscripts is also a 
challenge- for the management, as otherwise 
the manuscripts are. left to be attacked by s i f  
ver fish and other enemies and get spoilt a$

they are not being periodically resin oiled. 
Whrle this is a problem which is at its worst 
in libraries and archives in tropical countries, 
it is certainly not unique to the collections. 
Wimalaratne stressed that:

In a tropical country like Sri Lanka, 
the conservation problems are acute due 
to the climatic conditions such as high 
humidity, heat and light. . . . From the 
nature o f  the library materials depos­
ited in the libraries, it becom es d iffi­
cult to preserve and conserve them  
unless the environment is controlled
n v  a i r  m n n i t i n n i n a  a n r i  n p m i r p i < 3 i f i f ' ^ -JJ V  V  V IA  V I  V  VV11V1 V I V l l  V t i l l l  V I i i i  v w

tion .2

In many libraries, proper controlled 
temperature is often the m ost neglected area 
o f preservation which is necessary for organic 
materials to maximize the useful life. The 
problem has not been solved even for paper 
materials or books, which are the massive col­
lections available in almost all the libraries in 
the country. This has been very clearly stated 
by Wimalaratne, in the follow ing manner.

Howmany libraries in Sri Lanka are 
centrally air conditioned for twenty four 
hours to maintain a required standard 
temperature and humidity in order to pro­
long the life o f  the paper materials de­
posited in them. It has becom e a prob­
lem to many libraries in this country ei­
ther to obtain equipment to air condition  
the library in their charge or to maintain 
a temperature . . .3

It is obvious that, most repositories, 
which house palm-leaves, are stored with pa­
per, parchment, bronze, and copper plates as 
well. Keeping o f  properly controlled climatic 
conditions for each material is'critical to at­
tain. This has been the perpetual problem that, 
most o f  the libraries face who deposit a con­
siderable collection o f  palm-leaf manuscripts.

Continute
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