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The following training programmes were taken place under the continuing professional 
development programme o f the National Library and Documentation Services Board (NLDSB).

A three day training programme on conservation and book binding for the Tamil medium 
librarians in the North East was held from 2nd to 10th July 2003.

Two training programmes for public librarians o f Western and Sabaragamuwa Provinces 
and another training programme for the Pirivena librarians in the Galle District were conducted 
by the NLDSB during the period o f  12th August to 03rd October 2003.

Inhouse training programme on library management for the library staff o f  the Commis
sion o f Telecommunication and Janananda Vidyalaya, Diyathalawa. In addition to that, another 
training programme on cataloguing and classification was held for the school librarians o f Negambo 
and Minuwangoda educational zone.

With a view to promote the reading habits among the school children, a seminar was held 
for the students o f  Sangamiththa Balika Vidyalaya, Colombo on 3rd July 2003. A  book donation 
for the school was also made at this occation.

N atidnal Library Lecture Strifes

The following lectures were held as National Library Monthly Lectures from July to 
September 2003.
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jSook Donations

TheNLDSB has donated books worth o f Rs. 1,319,886.70 among 47 school libraries, 19 
public libraries, 07 pinvena libraries in Sri Lanka during the period began from July to September 
2003.

t * * * -r h t m n  A T O  'k m  ( / i i i u u u

The following book exhibitions were held during the period from July to September 2003.

Date Venue

28-29 July 2003 Public Library, Anuradhapura
31 July to 01 August 2003 Public Library, Polonnaruwa
2-7 September 2003 National Library and Documentation Services

Board, Colombo

j Grading o f Libraries

The school library o f  Rewatha Rajakeeya Vidyalaya at Kotte was graded as a grade iii 
level library under the project o f grading o f  libraries.

Celebration

The following dates have been declared by the NLDSB as important dates in the field o f  
Library and Information Science to be celebrated.

Pirivena Library Day The second day o f  the week (Tuesday) that bigins with the first
Monday o f  June.

Public Library Day

National Reading Month 

Library Week 

Librarians’ Day 

School Library Week

The second day o f  the week (Tuesday) that bigins with the 
first Monday o f July.

October

The first week o f  October that starts with a Monday 

The second day (Tuesday) o f  the library week  

The fourth week begins with a Monday in October
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News from other Libraries

Seminars

With a view  o f  celebrating the “Literary Month” in September, a lecture series was 
organized by the Bandaranayike Memorial.Library o f  Nittambuwa.

Book Exhibition

C f Q AUnnfifm 1 1 «TOt.otuasiici11 lviOiciti-1 V W O  l l  O  L' u vv u iiao organized a book exhibition to mark the Literary
Month, 2003

New Reading Room

A newly built reading room at the Public Library, Kalutara was declared open by Dr. 
W.T.P.Ariyarathne, the Chairman o f  Kalutara Municipal Council on 27th September 2003.

The Best Librarian - Kalutara District

Ms. Kosali Ranasinghe o f  the Kalutara Public Library was nominated as the best 
librarian o f  the Kalutara District, by a contest held to mark the Local Government week.

The state literature festival o f  the year 2003 was held on 18th September 2003 at the 
BMICH under the patronage o f  Mr.Karu Jayasooriya, Hon. Minister o f  Power and Energy 
and Dr. Karunasena Kodithuwakku, Hon. Minister o f  Human Resources, Cultural and Edu
cation. The best National award “ Sahithya Rathna” was given to Prof.Ananda Kulasooriya.

M tem at^n^ Book Tair

The 5th Colombo International Book fair was held from 15-21 September 2003 at the 
BMICH. This was organized by Book Publishers Association o f  Sri Lanka. A  number o f  
local and foreign book publishers & Printers too part at this fair.



©22>30e3
/■

9p®<03 25)325)30325̂ 22)3(5

e^e£te)2S)3eG332c32§
030)25) ^C^S)2S)30 £03 g@0?o)25) ®035e5>c!)325)o3

fcyi O
[Unicode Compatible SinMla Font)

(§) © °25)3© 0 £ 3 0 0 ^ ) 2 5 )  25)325)'0<££> 2 5 )O cg ^  

S § S > 9  0 3 0 )5  cp30j-5)253o3 © 0£3 £3£<e©25)25) © 3)30^)0(; 

3 )325 )0< & © 09  £3£D30© 925)|025) 925 * 3 )0 0 3 ©  25)®Cj©

(Internet C om m ittee) @025* £30o<©S25) 25>325*0<g£>c3
£39203 £3°£O0 £032330 ©c33^3 0£25)© ®  cSSdcOjd  0 £ ©

6§© 0< g25*  2§c3325)©25) 280© ®  c£0§<^>25* 2 0 0 3  0E 3© 0 

025)03(5 ©£3 <So 2§c3325*©25) 025) £309 © ® ®  S °£ 0 ©  

92q)0<; ^ )© C ]0  8 S 0 j 0 3 }  0JO/C3. (p 0 o 25)3 ©£J3©®25* 25)©

©00003(5 (L K  D om ion N am e Registrar), ©25)3«g®
0 ( 0 0 0 ^ ) 3 3 0 © 0  £ 3 0 0 ^ 2 5 )  £33£3£©, 033)25) £^03 )25 )30  

£03 9© (^025 ) © 0 0 3  ©<S53&j © g3, 0 0 3 0 )2 5 )  9 0 3 2 5 * 8  £33) 

£ 3 © 3 0 ® , 0 0 © 0  ^ g - i ^ 3 0 c 3 ,  0 0 0 3  925)3(3325) £ 3 © 3 0 ® , 

£ 3 0 0 ^ 2 5 )  25)325*23- if t© 0 9  £ 3 0 3 0  . o325) 9 3 0 3 3 )2 5 )0 ©  

8 © o 3 (*025)0325* £03 ©25)3<e@ 0 0 0 0 ^ 3 5 3 0 © 0  8 °£0©  £03233 

9© )5o325) c^o© 300  © 0 0 c 3  25)<C © £ O 3 0 3 0 c 3

©0.O).'^S3325)3c325) 0325) @£O25*00£25*©O25* ©@® &>®G)0 
£3©25*025) ©03.

2 5 )® § © 0  9 0 § ^

• c§ 0 o 2 5 )3 © 0  1930O3 9© 0C Q  25)d3 925*25)003©

O £0g25)©  013300) 25)0© © 025* i^3©c3 S3o00© © ) 25)©c322 
0 f 0 ^ ^  £5)0©.

• ©GSES" © < J o © ®  9 © 8 o 2 5 )  S ° £ O 0  £325)25J0£ 

25)0@3-e>£oo3 25)0 £Jo3 ©25)3O0©o5 £30£O0-d$DG3 8 0 © O

e p 0 0 0 3 0  £ 5£© S © .

• 9 © 8 o 2 5 )  O325)0<; 9 ,0 0 ^ 0 2 5 ) ' 2§d©3-@f>G3 25)0 

925)3(3303© £ 3 0  25)0©.

• 925*3) £ 0 ^ 0 0 0 ©  £3^£03 ep0(3313 £3£® £3<g2q)<£625* ©  

£30O0n25)©Oj OO C o3 25)0 25)£§>©.

2 5 )® § © 0  25)30o3o3 £03003

• 0 ° £ O 0  <^2q)0£00 §@ 25) 900)525)3025*  £03 ©25*23^£> 

9©)3o325)o3 25)0® . @® 03©@3* 9 2 ^ 0 £  9 0 0 ©  280© ®

95®o3 ( I n p u t  e n c o d i n g  m e t h o d )  2092533 o< ;:8@ .

• 9 2 ^ 0 f  2 8 0 © 3 ^ c 3  £39£03 0©G*23©9 £3£0303 0 (0 3

0 ^28® .

• 03< © o0  © 0 0 0 2 5 ) "  £ 3 0 3 * 0 3  © 025) 0325) S ° £ O 0  

£3 25)25^00 9 © 8 o 2 5 )  w3°£O0 9 2 5 £ 0 f  2 5 ) 0 0 0 0 3 2 5 )0

9 © c d o  0 ® .

•  0 © 0 © d 0 ) 0  o32£0£ C j0 0 < ;0  25)<;025) £3°0cJ325)@<09

£3£<g25)03 28025)30325) C325* 50^25)3 CO£25)©.

° 0 0 3 ®  QZ%-@o £03 ©025)3* 0©G*23 © 2 ^ ) ^  U S  1 0 1

032^0^ 9 © 0 £ © 0  932S)30O3O ©  £30(5)03  ©C3325) 033®.

0 0 0  ©03*025)3 <g>90£33* 8 0 ©  £03 0  925}0 2 5 )© 9 ^  

2 0 0 ® . ©® c30© 3* £3025) £392025* ©03*025)3 <S>90£325)" 0  

9C3).

•  “ \ ”  ( b a c k  s l a s c h )  9 ^ 8  d©>325)©o325* ®)025* 25)d 

< z w j >  £03 < z w n j >  9 ^ < C 0 ' 2 8 0 © O  ©03*025)3 003 . 

C3©®2^0 0®o3 9©C3)3 © 0  253® <5)°iS}S £0323300 © 30£ 0  

0 0 3  025) £0£25)o3. 92^ ^  £3£3*©25* 9 ^ 8  “ A l t ” o32^d <g)°<5j>8

o32^df 9 © d f 0 0  8 0 S ®  £39203 ©03393 0 ^28©  ( e n g ) .

• S °£0©  9 ^ d j 0 0  £*© £03003, £03025)03, ©o3©925) 

9325)3003 9 39 0 3  8 <g& 9  ^0 S 5  0O©C325)" 25)©Oj@0 9 

£3325)003 25)025) © 9 . 25), 25), (5) 0325) 9 2 ^ 0 ^ 0 0  £030

9 ^ d f  ©jO zs)1" 2 8 0 © ©  © c33i0s)3 0 o 3 . 9 2 ^ 0  9

l0025)®325)©(0 £0303) ©25)3©25) 0)^025^ O 3^0f 9© 0£© 025^ 

<|)025i S ) ( ^ ) o  ©03^025)3 0C3. 0E30OG3 O32^0f 9 © 0 f© 0 2 5 i 

®)©2rf 25)0 0  £39£03 “ :”  £03025) 25)(^)©  £0£25) © 09  0325̂ 25) 

£3(g25)3 ® f@ © ©  9  ©o3(1025)3020 (5)902325)" 0o3 .
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a a e o  Qsn5rflii!(5ab6iT Q0nri_frurT65T re jrp

Ulll^LUfT) fibL® U U rr@  6p65T65)fT) (BLDji)QafT6TT6O0fi)aiT55T 

Gprraa00|L_65i @60r5i65i<a (B0<$iu pTsoa0$65TrT6O 
@ 6 0 fB i6 5 ia  ^rrfflTfB Jfib Q6U6lflli5(B<ab6tfl65I UL.I9 IU6O 
§)65T p  Q ^ I T O a f ib L J U L ®  6H($fiQ65TfD0].

a _ ^ f r i j « r a i i i )

@ 6OrHJ65>a0 Q0fTy5l6OfT6TTfl LDL.60 .- © 0 ^ 6 0  ID jijp ib

Q 0fry51rb uu51rr)rfl ^ i 6a)U)<jav, Q u rjiD iD .-  6iSi_65ni)ULj

f ib L l^ L  ^J6!DLD8:a i

P61I65T - a 606)5 LDfT)fDlb S_lUrT- a 606)51 

^ S D lD ffg v )  1 9 9 0 ,  1 9 9 1 ,  1 9 9 2  ^ L D  ^655T @ a61?l60  

Gl6U6lflll5lLLJ Ulll_a}JL£> ^ jJ ffn T b lfib  Q6U6lflll5©ab6TTITab® 

<5b(Oj0UU($U 651611 LLJLD (T 60T LI ($611 Gl6U6T f l l J ( $ a 6Tr 

Gl0 r n J tU f T a  rejTfDUL-l^lUfb fibL@ LJUrrL.© 0 a 6116O a 6TT 

® lll UL. 191116)5160 S _ 6TT6TTLflb a U U l l ( | ) 6TT6TTg>I.

Q^m_rr]5 gd GI606t5u5Il_uul.® 6U($ii> pnbLJi-i9iu6orTa 
®($uu§ji_6ffr 1 9 9 3 / 1 9 9 4  ĵ,LD ,s&655i(|)aarT65T 
Gl6H6lflli5 L_l965T G l^rT($U LJ G>61165)60flb6TT 0 fT)(2 urT0 J 

rB S D i_ Q u ri)p  ( ip i^ 6u«m _LL|ii) r£l65)60u5l60 s_6n6TT65T.

getfz»3S3(3 gcWzS 24/3. 2003 - s3jê s>j©S)(5
@ 60rBJ65)ail5l60 ^<j.#lL_UUL.L_ $fT60fib6TI 

Q^rTLiiurra pTrbuL.i9iu60 6p65ip anr6orT655Ti9ri)(§j 
6pU(lp65)fD @ 60nii65)a  6Ulta&LDfT6lfflLdl6IfI 5

lSllfl6l5l60 Q6U6fflu5ll_LJU@li) @LJ UL_l£lU6\5]60 ailL-fTlU  

f f L L  651611LJL5165T fi£y> Ufi£l61J QfiFLULULJ U(7)l£> &da6ti 
U|TF)61I Q6U6Tfiu5(Bfib(615Li) 2_6TT6TTL_fibaU UL®fi065T[I)65T. 

6T65f]65)|LD @  U LI L  I9 IU 6)5165T (y)60LD U(TF>611

Q6U6i51ii5(5a6fT Qfi&fTL_iTLirT63T uifly,ij655T. re jrrbu ili^u jfD  

* L (S u U IT @  6p65ip  GlDfT)Q<5brT6fT6ITLJ Ul_6til60 65)60.

® i-{6 0  arr6o i U6ii6trliil(»3a6n  ̂ ;
•V 0A611#S6n - ^T£DL1I—Î OJSO |

initjpin y ilii9iu60a6fr ( }

U ($ 6 U  Q6L16TfIUJ ( 5 a61T G l0  L  ft UIT65T

ai_r50arT6O 0a6ii6oa65)6TT ®il(Buurrili^(T)($6fr 
Q  a  re 65BT ©  611 ($  u5 6  p  re <a (g> l  65i u 6 x 5 ( B 6 iip  

r$p6XJ65TIBia(6TT>Li), 065flpU [ta(6TbLi) UfJ 0 0 6 1 1 6)5160 

Q a u jf D U L l©  6 ii($ 6 ii65 )^  @ rB j(§  (g>rr51ut51(56i)0j 

(y)fibfiS!lUlDfT65T^(T($LI).

rejirD ULi^ iurf) a il( i)U U [T L 6 5 > i_  6 jr i)u (3 p 0 ]ii)

Q u r r ( $ L (5  Q e iie if lu ^ L y u L L S e n e n  Q6U6iflu5©a6Tfl6v)

<#l6061)rT)65)[D 2_f5fT(J6&5TLDfT a  ® rB l($  ($f]51UL5lL

6)51(ir,LbLja065TGp65i. 1962, 1734 - 1884 6U6tr>rjLi5l6\DrT6in 
a  IT6\) ill U ($fi0a6lfl6b  Q 6 U 6 fflll5 lL U U L L  Q 6116ltlld (Sa& it 

Qa,iTLirurr65T rejTfbuLi^ujfD  a L t g u u f T ©  ^eaTbiDfria

QaiLj6ii^ j]barr65T Q f f iu fD f iJ ilL ib  @ 6 5 ip  1991 ^ , ‘i )  

^,65511^60 ^ ^ L b l S i s a U U L L . g l .  ® ^ 6 5 I LSIja'T^lD  

1 7 3 4 -1 8 8 4  6U«D2L^6X3fT65T afT6V3ULStlfl6)51fT)afT65Tpii) 

1962 ^ ld ^ ,6 in fn^ ff)a iTa6 ijii) a L j 5 ^  arr6D  ( B a ^ iy  

rejTfD yu^ uj6 i)a6n  Q6ii6itiii3lLUUL_©6n6n65T.

@ 0651 (ip60li) ^ a a f T 6 D L l  l51lfl6i5]6i) Q6U6lflll51l_UULL_ 

u ($ 6 u  Q 6U 6iflu5© a6fi G l0rrLfrurr65T $jTfr)U Li^ ujfD  

a i l © u  urTLi^65)65T G iD (f)Q a rr6f i6U0 rb ($  (tp iurb#! 

Q a tL iL U u  u iL (5 6 fr6 n s i-  1885  @6\51($[50j 1961

^ 6 5 5 1  (5  611 6512 n il  60 rr 65T a  rT 60 U  l_f) ffl 6lfl 6V)

G l6 ii6 if lu 5 lL u u L © 6 n 6 n  Gl6ii6iflLL5©a6fr Q 0fTLrrurT65i 

0a6ii6\)a6516TT a _6 f i6 T ii_a f i9 u j a L _ jB 0  a r i6 0  G 0 <#Iu j 

prfD U L_l£ lU 6O a65)6TT0 Q 0 r T ( § a a  G611655n^LLJ6TT6TT0].

6 0 ^ 1  lu  ^ ( i j i o Q u r r ^ i l a i T L l r f l  arT65)60 

$ jT 6 o a 0 ^ fD (0 fib  a 0 6 5 ) L 0 0  <ilfBia6n, 0 l61i p , LOfDpib  

^j,rBiflSl60 u ($ 6 i i  Q 6 ii6 if ln J (B a 6 n  Q 0fTi_iTunr65T  

6lSlU!jniia65)6TT S_6fT6nL_afi0LU U ($611 Q6116ltlu3®a6ffl65T 

U L. 19.UJ 60 6p 65T p  (ip65T p  U ( 0  a£! a  6T1 IT a 0  

Q 0 IT(0 fib a u  U L  ©  1 9 7 1  ^ , 1 0  ^>6501 196x3
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Q u l u 65)2 § _ 6 5 ) L iu  @ [B ^ u  U L i9 iU 6 0 .iT 6 5 ip  ai_r5g>  

;a iT 6 0 U  U($611 Q6116lfllif(5® 6n UfDf^LrJ 0®6UIT)



<Sbll(3LIUrTL12ri>S&rT6ffT (y)<56<sBlU (ip6WLDrT(g)Lb 6T65TU65)0ia 
<iSb611651̂ 1̂6\) Q<5brT6TT6TT (B6U655T©li). <56(61TjQ<5&rn50ilLirT 
(Bfiii u ^ ^ r r G ff f ib ij  ld<560 (Bgi!Jif)65nT60 Gl<5&rr(L£>Li)L| 

^(njusQurrcnjii arnl.flaF <jrr65)60 pr60<5&3id£lrb(2j
^ efflU S lfluL I^  QfflLllLlLJLIL-L ^ 4 , H&J <sS1 SO LJ U 0 6 U

Gl6U6iflu3(5fib6fT Q66rn_frunr6jrr uili£iLi60 @65T{T)j (o3j<#liu 
^0LbQua(Ti>L_<9&rrL<#)<3: a n ^ e o  jjT 6D ® ^ ^ l65irr6\ ) 1 9 7 5  

^LD ,̂65311̂ 61) Q6U6lflll5lL.LJULl_giJ.

y 8 ;  I

(o3j<#llU SlSl QS{> QSF> IT 6OT l£>65TfDg>f£l65r fî Lp
Q 60 6TfllL5)l_UUL. (1)617 60 ^  60 r&J SID <5b ll5160 2_60 6TT
6)51(67, (67) 065T 52 LDfTĴ lJLD Q^rT^lsiOTJllu U(f7>60 
Q6U6rflu5(5a6Ti LDojrrjiLb <j(Lp«56 6)5)(67,(67>rr65TU U06ii 
Q 611 6lfl U_f (7, <9E> 577 Q^fTLIT LI IT 65T £J> <96 61160 <56 65) 6TT
&_6n6ttl_(SE)(5S1ili Sn Lanka Scientific and Technical 
Periodicals Directory «Sd,65r§j &i_rrj£ <56060 u(rjj6u 
Q6O6lfllL5@a(6n,<96<560657 «56L@LJUrr(S Q^rTLITUrr®

Y?i n/TkMOi nnr/rrM̂LL̂Uy I VUILLVl I t>\ n n o  r\rr / n  ■ ^UUIXM I (Û l I t M U l  / I r\ H  /T\

(JP^60afib 1976 ^ l i )  ^655Tl^60 Q606Tflll51l_LJULll_§J. 
6̂0[bJ65)(Eb 6)51̂ !̂UJa l̂5l61l!t̂ )£B65T fff̂ Jflb̂ l̂65nT60 

1953 ĴjLD ,̂65511̂ 60 Q6U6tAulS1i_LJLJL1_ 67li).U_|.67670. 
<s6i)̂ a65T LH76uo6)5l65706b Q̂ rT@<56<gbuuLL List of 
Scientific Periodicals in the libraries o f Ceylon
6T 657 65)] LD Q 61J 6tfl U_f © L£) <S6L_I5£ &IT60 U(f7>60
Q6116lflll5(5<9b6fl Q̂ rTLITUa65T JJTfbULl̂ UJrb fl&llQu
uml65)l_ gfbu(3^§ji£) ao^esiLDrra a_̂ 6it<gQfD§j.

@(J5r&iaSl65)665ij5̂  u@su
Qojs!flul(5 s (65ffi<E&rr65T UL.191LI6O (Union Lists 

o f Periodicals)

U(TT,6U Q61l5TnilI©<966Tfl60, 6lfl(B<yi_LDnr<9& 
Q6U6)flj5aL(5u U(T7>60 Q6067f)uJ(T><9&6lfl657 6)5165)60
^S ^a in o aa  <560655tlili(36u g>657nr6p]ii), |§)!j655Ti_r7L£> 
r£l65)60LJ LI (0,60 Q606irlu5@<566lfl65T 6)5165)6011717 6573jj
î̂ l<Eb6TT6)5l6b Gl^eogyib <56oij6557aj

f§)657a6pJLD (SfB<#llLI LDLL^^l60 U(T|j61J 0)606)51 III® 
<5665)60U l%(BlUO.T657ULl(i5£gba airi.l9.llJ 6065) <56 llSl 60 
6oenrajfib65)6nu urfliorTf̂ l® Qar76rr(6n,ii) <g*iil(BrD6̂ <5: 
QffLUfT) nfl l. i_ r&i <sb 6ft TjjT60<gbrrd<g6(6T5fib<ĝ 65)L_(Biu 
toy(Lprai(0U@̂ L̂iLii_L_65T. @3)657 uljJa&iTIJLD LioOvooliiTii 
6)5lLiJj ĵ65)jD ffrrrrrB̂  rFj760<s&[£j«s66i5l657 (ip60ii) gj760<5&
6065)60lU65)LDULj<a<566T7 g^U®e>£UUL©6T760§lL657,
p r6oariia.(6[5ab<sbaabLj Qurbpa Q®[T6fT6nLJULi_ u(o,6o 
Q606l51u3(5<SB6T[ QiBaUTLIO«56 @(TF,rbJ <5065)655ir5£5 U(T7>60 
Q606)51ii3l1@LJ uLl̂ liJ60(Sb(6TT)Lb l̂LjrTffl<56<SbUlJL-l_65T. 
QurT(5 (6)5a @  (Subject) 6jrbu Q606iflu5lujuil@6T76Tr 
U06O Q606i51id©a6fi Qd5m_fruo657 Lulî iusbaBî ostT̂  
Q^fT(§UU^l 5JTfT)ULl̂ UJfD <56l1 (TjU UaL_65)L_ 
sg]DU@^§J60^fT)@ ^$.56606)5160 ^̂ 61J«5065ifD§jl.

@(0, fa] <5065)6557[Eg, U(J7,6U G)606|51u3l.($U ULl$LLI6\5l657
(LP60LD U06O Q606T51u5©<9b6T5l65T prrbULÎ LUIT) 5>\J6l\ 
6)51ufjr&jab(65*(g Gld6006U ^ ilj u(TF)6o Q606i51u5@<5b6fr 
S_6T760 OjJ760<56 fad <56617 6T65)60 6T65T61Jli) (gnfjluLSlLULI® 
60 r̂T60 u5l<9b61)li) l_Slrj(SLLirTa:65TLDrr65T (BaF65)60 @65165)IT) 
r̂jrTiuff«^Lua6niTa(6T5Lb 6J65)65tlu 60fa<SFaiT<5&(6n>«s&(§jii) 

Qurbail® Q<sba©uu^rb@ l̂UgiiLorraB ^0uu§ji_65i,
TJT 60 (56 fBJ <56 (6TJ <56 6̂1 65) l_ G LLILLI T 65T £§) IJ 60 60
(S<9̂ 65)6065)LULL)li) @6O@6OrTi<5065TfD§l.

U (TFj 611 Q 60 6Tfl U_f (5 <56 6TT Qa^aLlt Ua65T
ÎTrbULl̂ lUIT) <S6L(SLiUrTL65)L_ gfT)U©^§|60^65I 

QufT©L@ @60raJ65)<56li5l60 @(j5n6J<50 65)655TrB65 U(TT>60
Q 60 6lfl LlT @ <56 6rfl 651 U L. la Hi 60 <56 60 G) ft T (ft <56 <56 U
uL(B60sn§Ji-65r, â nbCSun ĵ Q̂ rr@<56<56uuLl©LX)
6O(TF)<5065TfD65T. <#160 2_̂ Trr655Tr&l<5660U<56 <5§(Bu>
!̂JLJUL(S606065T.

6)51<̂ (0rr65TiD topQ^ii) Q^rr^lso^iluii)

ge&»2»D(3 gDasfrB 24/3. 2003 - e3tefH>i©S(5

(i) A Union list o f Scientific periodicals in Ceylon / 
compiled by M. A.P. Senadeera.- National Sci
ence Council, 1971

(II) Union List of Scientific and Technical periodi
cals in Sri Lanka Libraries.- National Science 
Council, SLSTIC 1980(52 Tjr60®rBi566(5l65T u(nF>60

Q 60 6Tf! ll_f (T) <96 60 UfDflfllU 6lflU[J[Bj<56 6TI
a_6060l_®<S6LiUL©606065T)

7 Q P &  6)51|6B(gF>rTSjni) tD fD p ih  IX)ITg)iL6)51lUSb

A Union List o f Social Science and Hu
manities Journals in Sri lanka libraries.- National Sci
ence Council, 1979

aunr(n)6TFfr$rfj7ii> uogrgiii) aFqpa ^itSaiSl©^^

ULIST - Union List o f Economic and So
cial Development Periodicals in Sri Lanka Librar- 
ics.- v^cnuc iui Uevciupmcin juiiummuuii, jl;/oz. 
pT6U<56r6Jfi66irl6i) a_6TI6n U(TF)60 Q606l5lu3(5<S66TT UfDr0UJ 
6)SlU!jrej«S66fT &_6fl6ni_a<56UUL(B6fT6TT65T)

£660 6)51

UNILIS - Union Li st o f Serials. - National 
Instituteof Education, 1999 a 60 6)51 uilujipL65i 
(Sl̂ fTL_iTL|65)i_uj 32 i51[t<#l̂ l̂ QufijrD r£jT60®rBJ
®6Tfl65TIT60 Qa06IT6065T61J GlaLLJUJUÛ U) U06O
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< SB L  © U  U I T L  © $  £5<3>61J6\)<9b65)6TT(5b Q <5bff65ST  L

@(nF>n&j<g0®D6?«fir5̂  u(rT)6ii GleueTfluSiL© UL.î LU6urT(giri.
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®(P60

UNILEP - Union List o f  Environmental periodi
cals - Central Environmental Authority Library, 1973

a&rr$fr p rraffiD

1. List o f  current periodical titles in H ELLIS (Sri 
Lanka) network libraries/ com piled by L .R . 
Amarakoon, National Institute o f  Health S c i
ences, 1984.

2. Union List o f  Health Scien ce  periodicals in 
H E L L IS  (Sri Lanka) network libraries/ com 
piled by Kumudini Ekaratne, U niversity o f  
Colombo, Medical Library, 1985.

3. Union list o f  periodical holdings o f  health sci
ence libraries in Sri Lanka/ compiled by S.R . 
K orale, U niversity o f  Colom bo, M edical L i
brary, 1988.

Union list o f  current periodicals in the Univer
sity Libraries in Sri Lanka

(BinCBso (§rfjlurili_uuil(T)6TT6TT @<i5rhjd>ls!D6S5Tr5a5 U(nj6u 
Gl61l6frlLL5®<Sb6Tfl65I ULl£W60<9b6Tfi6\) <̂ (Bf5<5blDrr63T65)6ll 
[B6il63TLJU(5^UUL(S lDUJLiU(5££L]UL.L_
£5[T6I|£5 £6TTrBJ<5&6TTrr<Sb 2_6TT6TT65T.

U 0 6 U  Q 6 U S lf)u lll@ S  «L.40l /

' , . 3. (Index to periodical Articles)

U06U Q5U6lflll5(5<Sb6Tfl60 Gl6n6lfl6Ur5§ J6Tr6Tr 
<EbL_06B)IJflb6n 6T65)6U 6T65TU0jJ QajrTLITUIT63T gJTfT) 
Ulll̂ LUfT) <S&L-(£uUfTL_(S3j 3*Sb6116i)<5b65)6TT 2_6TT6TTL_<5><9& 
Q^fT(g®®Liu@Lr) g$nL.rT*ajub U06ii
Q6U6rf1u5©®6Ti Q^rrLfrurT6!n jjTrDUili^Lurb a il® u  
urTLi^ansn Q^lljuj® afiai£iu3irT«sb6i|6TT6TT§i. Qurr ĵeanab 
Gl6U6lf]l|jlL_LlU(i)U> ffflbSD U(rF>6U Q6U6TfllifL@(Sb 
£BL(S6!DIJ£b(6T5<Sb@Lb 3iL_l£<$6TT a&LUfTlfl(EB(EbLJU©61J§JL6ST, 
6J F̂T6U§J @(5 U(TTj6U Q6U6rflllSlll263I Q^fT@^lu5l6D 
Q6U6Tfl6urB^i6fi6n ® L ® 6iD[jab(65(iabrTa6̂ Lb a»iligtab6TT 
^LUfTfflaabuu@aSl6OTfD«n.

@6onbJ«nabuSi6v) <#|[BJflb6TTib iDfbgyib ^ ra ja S 5 U

GlU)rT̂ l£B61?lffb Q6U6lfl6U|5^  abL@65)lja6lfl6ijT QurT(TT)ll© 
“g}6i)raj63)<5bu u(56u Q6U6ifliriL@ab <sbil©65)g<j auli?” 
(Ceylon Periodicals Index) 6T65T6pii) Quiurflri: m  19 
§>65TiT)i Qa3fT@ia.uuL(3 1969 ^653T® tyQffLbufr
larr^Lb QsafffflirilLUULLgj. 1979 ^*,6Wiî 6U
“wj 6\3raj<5brr U(TF>6a QeueirluSil®.® fibUl^rraF « lV ’ 
(Sri Lanka periodicals Index) 6T63T6pii) Quiyfflffi) 
G)6U6lf]lri]l_UUL.l_§]. 1989 Ĵ,LD <91653Tt£6\) 
g}£63r Gi6U6tf]u5® nSlgu^^uuL(56n6n§j. u([T>6i] 
Glsusifliri^fibstflso Q6U6rfl6U0ib abL©63)ija(OTfi<£<sbrT63T 
pTfT)UL-l9LlU(T) abL.@UUrrL.63)L 6JfT)U(B^gJ6n^ID@
{Duui^uul-l  G)6U6ifliri(5 @63rn5l63T (jp&a&iua&g)]
6U5>65)gjlL|li>, r5rTLl£6&T ^6U<#liy5j63)S3lLjL£) <Sb(fT)^^l6Vj

Glanwr® ^surBjfflD®^ G>fi5<$LU prsuabub 1998 
^j,ib ^,65rii^6i) jgltTFjrBgd abrT5un65ffT® (oiea&tfiiriLrrab
® 6 0 fB J « D f lb L J  U 0 6 1 J  Q 6 U 6 lf l lr i© « S b 6 lf l6 5 T  <SbL_(F)6S)rj-<j 

< S L  65) U J Q 6 U 6 T f l l L f l ( S 6 U ^ f E )  (g j [5  L  61J l£  <56 63) <Sb 

6T@ <E6® gd6TT6TTg il. @ 6 3 ) 6 U  S r i J f T  rTjJT60flb<SF Q t f lU a g l

@ 6 3 ) 6 N  1 9 7 3  ^ [ , 1 0  ^ , 6 5 3 1 1 9 6 0  @ ( 5 1 5 ^ 1  1 9 9 2

«S(|,Lb 6331(F) 61163) [J g}6\)rfcJ63)<3bgi (Bgj<#llU ^16056^
l̂63rrT60 Cl61J6frlLrilLLlULL, pT6V)<9b̂ l̂63T

Sba6V)rT63ri(Bu U(TF)61J Q6U6TflLlilLrT65T njJT 60 <9b <4 
QaFLÛ lu5l6i) Q6U6rfl6UfB  ̂ fibtfeO 6bL@63)rrab6ffl63T
Qunri!©ii) 5jjr60<sb£F Glairi^ u([T)6ii Q6ii6frliijL(S<sb 
<5bL(F)63)[r.j (Index to Library news) 6T63T@jii) 
Quiu(fl6i) <9rLjy @63m)j ^ujmflabflbiJjL© prscabff

14, 3-1993 *§'63)61)
- Q«JuQrrLbU[fl6V) Q6U6lf)lrilLUUL©6fl6fT^l.

^|(BrB«9& U(Qj61J Q 6U 6Tflli5L© ab ® L © 6 3 )rr  

<sb(65a@ff 3rLL̂ ab6fr ^ujarfl(iabLJUL.@6fF6n§iL63r, 
@(Lpr&J@ ( jp 63)fQu5l6\)rr63T gjrrbUL.l^LUfT) fibL @ yunL .63)L  

6J nr» U(5^§16U^63I Q u rT 0 L (5  UjjrB ^6TT6)il6U 
Q6U6Tflu51uju©Lb u(TT)6ii Q6U6Tflii3@ab6ifl63T QurrdjL® 
® L  l^<Sb63)6TT^ Q ^ r T ( § a i ^ 6\) U (J |B 5 j 6TT 6lfl 60

J 5 63)L_(JJ)65)fDU (o611653T l£ IL |6TT 6TTg>J.

s_^rrij653TU)n'ab <#160 (5iLli^ab63)6n
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Some problem s o f preservation and conservation o f  
literary heritage in;f»ri: Lanka: with special reference to

i-leaf n ia n u ^ if isS

C.N.K . Alahakoon  

A ssistant Librarian 

U niversity  o f  Peradeniya

Pream ble

This paper mainly discusses the his
torical background o f  writing in Sri Lanka. 
Secondly it discusses the problems arise in
n r o c p r x / o t t n n  o n H  P A n c p r i r o t i A n  n o 1 m c1/aofp i  v o v i  v u t i t j i i  a u u  v u i i o v i  v u u u u  u i  p u i m  i v u i

manuscripts and their flaws, lack o f  method
ology and lack o f organization o f  palm-leaves, 
environmental hazards and lack o f  training 
and preservation programmes in the field o f  
conservation. The reasons for the develop
ment o f  the above problems are also discussed 
in this paper. Finally some solutions are sug
gested.

[istorical background o f  w riting in  
ri Lanka

The art o f  writing have been in exist
ence from the time o f  the 5th Century B.C. 
but no books or records o f  this period have 
been found.1 However, in the third Century
B.C. the donatory Brahmi cave inscriptions 
proves the widespread use o f  an alphabet in 
Sri Lanka. There is also evidence that, in the 
first Century B.C there had been a significant 
record o f  the cultural history o f  the Island. 
As the Buddhist temples were the centres o f  
learning, the Buddhist scriptures especially the 
Tripitaka (canonical) and the commentaries, 
orally from teacher to pupil had been were 
committed to writing on strips o f  palm leaf at 
the Alokavihara (modern Aluvihara Rock  
Temple), near Matale in the Central province 
under the supervision o f  the Chief High Priest 
in the temple.

Apart from the use of lithic records, 
gold plates, gold sheets, copper plates, clay  
tablets and stone (Gal pot) had been used for 
writine Droves the existence o f  writine fromW X w
very early times to the modem times. The ma
terial evidence to confirm the practice o f  writ
ing on temporary material such as palm leaves 
are not available to us, except the oldest be
longing to a period not earlier than the thir
teenth century. According to the above facts, 
the art o f  writing on palm-leaf in Ceylon (now  
Sri Lanka) dates back to a long period, a pe
riod o f  over twenty two centuries.

These manuscripts were the powerful 
medium for transmission o f ideas, knowledge, 
and culture o f  the Sri Lankan society. And it is 
very Important to preserve and conserve the 
palm-leaf manuscripts as it serves as a histori
cal document which is a literary and linguistic 
sources for documentation, and also it depicts 
few illustrations for artistic abilities to carry out 
researchs.

Problqins in preservation  iand 
con servation . o f  palm-1 eaves

Being organic in nature, palm -leaves 
are susceptible to decay and disintegration over 
time. M ost o f  the extant manuscripts avail
able in Sri Lankan libraries, museums, and 
archives, where large collections are main
tained are on the verge o f  disintegration. This 
may have happened due to lack o f  proper 
maintenance, unsuitable storage techniques
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and unsatisfactory environmental conditions 
as these are very delicate and indigenous 
materials. They need extra care from variety 
o f  hazards and this acute problem is growing 
in a critical way in Sri Lanka which could 
not be ignored.

With the increase o f  numerous library 
materials, and the development o f  variety o f  
inform ation access m ethods, the habit o f  
studying the traditional texts written on palm- 
leaf manuscripts came to be unused which  
caused to deteriorate the materials. At the same
1 t c* tli< I'A D nnn o i h l o  n A r c n n  n o  n t  t h o  a a II l l lv  1 v o p v / i i o i u i v  p v i  O U im v i \J X IUV W 1 1 W

tions where deposited, pay more attention to 
provision o f  new access methods while ne
glecting the maintenance and preserving o f  
these rare collections.

Moreover, the attitudes regarding the 
preservation o f  rare collections like palm- 
leaves are directly affected for the survival o f  
these collections. It is a tendency to think that 
palm -leaf manuscripts are o f  no importance 
when these have been printed. Except that, 
most o f  the printed editions o f  Sri Lankan 
palm -leaf manuscripts fall short o f  the ac
cepted norms and often, the critical tools are 
not given. If assigned them as irrelevant and 
have only exhibition value, such attitudes 
would result in depriving posterity o f  a sig
nificant component o f  the cultural and liter
ary heritage and when the time com es, the 
authorized personnel and the users do not 
know what actions to be taken for the safe
guard o f  the manuscripts.

F law s o f  p a lm -leaves

Today most o f  the collections are sub
jected to different types o f  damages and dete
rioration agencies like climatic factors, light 
and insects damages. Further, several types 
o f  defects such as stains, splitting, and cleav
age o f  the surface layer, discolouring, dam
age by insects, fungal effects, water damages, 
fading o f writing, brittleness, tear, leaves stuck 
together and weakening o f  the leaves are

0|efzaza3(3 gGasftS 24/3. 2003 d|g _ e3tete>£®£)(5 
some o f  the important and the prominent 
problems that can be noticed in these co llec
tions.

Any p a lm -lea f m anuscript that is 
brought to the library can bring with it a vari
ety o f  the above mentioned damages. This 
would need immediate attention before they 
are integrated with the existing collection. 
Some mechanical damages that have been  
caused because o f  the traditional binding  
method that incorporates the threaded cord in 
a winding system around the edges o f  the 
manuscripts eausino nrpfikhpp: to loaf m aos  
tends to develop cracks in all the directions 
starting from the hole. The treatment o f  such 
rare materials requires a different approach 
than that requires for the repairs, damages, 
renewals etc. which extend their life o f  mono
graphs and periodicals.

Lack o f  methodology and lack o f  
organization

This is also an important problem to 
m en tion  here that the m e th o d o lo g y  o f  
librarianship that most libraries follow ed re
garding the cataloguing and classification o f  
these palm -leaf manuscript collections. Get
ting access to the manuscripts is a big prob
lem with less attention that has been paid for 
the maintenance o f  the collections in some li
braries as they are incomplete or m ixed cata
logues. Due to the lack o f  trained librarians 
in this field, it is difficult to maintain any type 
o f  catalogues in any scientific manner for 
these palm-leaf manuscript collections. There
fore it is obvious that trained librarians and 
personnel with subject knowledge are needed 
to overcome the above problem in these li
braries.

Owing to the dearth o f  proper storage 
facilities in libraries, some o f  the collections 
are in the open access areas, som e are in air 
tight boxes and som e are stored in dingy  
rooms. In this manner, several manuscripts 
are often stored together or as a heap o f
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collection in drawers or shelves and some 
are in bundled up state up to now. Quite of
ten, they are kept bundled haphazardly in 
almirahs without any wooden boards and 
threads. This necessitates frequent handling 
o f all the palm -leaves in order to one’s re
quirement. Apart from that, inadequate space 
has been a big problem for librarians to de
posit these.

Some o f  the manuscripts in libraries 
are stored in cupboards or cabinets and are 
locked for more protection but their mainte
nance is neglected and hence one can notice 
damping o f  the leaves. More traditionally, the 
palm -leaf manuscripts o f  exceptional value 
might be exhibited to the public only in an 
environmentally controlled display case. Con
trolling o f  the external environment is ulti
mately beyond the power o f  the librarian or 
archivist, but it is necessary to be aware o f  it, 
specially, i f  there are any hazards and sudden 
changes. Lack o f  know how and awareness 
o f the importance o f  the written heritage is 
not only among the general public but also 
with the authorities.

D ue to th is , m any o f  them  lay  
u ncata logued , untouched , unclean , and 
uncared by which the manuscripts are break
ing down. In one sense this causes the dam
age o f the manuscripts and on the other hand 
the library would get the blame for not pro
viding the user requirements to the right user 
at the right time. In this kind o f  situation it is 
important to establish a policy for every type 
o f  procedures for handling manuscripts.

Environmental hazards

Another crucial problem is the envi
ronmental factors that affect the entire collec
tion at all tim es throughout the country. 
Therefore, maintaining ideal temperature and 
the humidity leyel for manuscripts is also a 
challenge- for the management, as otherwise 
the manuscripts are. left to be attacked by s i f  
ver fish and other enemies and get spoilt a$

they are not being periodically resin oiled. 
Whrle this is a problem which is at its worst 
in libraries and archives in tropical countries, 
it is certainly not unique to the collections. 
Wimalaratne stressed that:

In a tropical country like Sri Lanka, 
the conservation problems are acute due 
to the climatic conditions such as high 
humidity, heat and light. . . . From the 
nature o f  the library materials depos
ited in the libraries, it becom es d iffi
cult to preserve and conserve them  
unless the environment is controlled
n v  a i r  m n n i t i n n i n a  a n r i  n p m i r p i < 3 i f i f ' ^ -JJ V  V  V IA  V I  V  VV11V1 V I V l l  V t i l l l  V I i i i  v w

tion .2

In many libraries, proper controlled 
temperature is often the m ost neglected area 
o f preservation which is necessary for organic 
materials to maximize the useful life. The 
problem has not been solved even for paper 
materials or books, which are the massive col
lections available in almost all the libraries in 
the country. This has been very clearly stated 
by Wimalaratne, in the follow ing manner.

Howmany libraries in Sri Lanka are 
centrally air conditioned for twenty four 
hours to maintain a required standard 
temperature and humidity in order to pro
long the life o f  the paper materials de
posited in them. It has becom e a prob
lem to many libraries in this country ei
ther to obtain equipment to air condition  
the library in their charge or to maintain 
a temperature . . .3

It is obvious that, most repositories, 
which house palm-leaves, are stored with pa
per, parchment, bronze, and copper plates as 
well. Keeping o f  properly controlled climatic 
conditions for each material is'critical to at
tain. This has been the perpetual problem that, 
most o f  the libraries face who deposit a con
siderable collection o f  palm-leaf manuscripts.

Continute
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