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 Training Programmes

The following training programmes were taken place under the continuing professional
development programme of the National Library and Documentation Services Board (NLDSB).

A three day training programme on conservation and book binding for the Tamil medium
librarians in the North East was held from 2nd to 10th July 2003.

Two training programmes for public librarians of Western and Sabaragamuwa Provinces
and another training programme for the Pirivena librarians in the Galle District were conducted
by the NLDSB during the period of 12th August to 93rd October 2003.

Inhouse training programme on library management for the library staff of the Commis-
sion of Telecommunication and Janananda Vidyalaya, Diyathalawa. In addition to that, another
training programime on cataloguing and classification was held for the school librarians of Negambo
and Minuwangoda educational zone.

‘Seminars |

With a view to promote the reading habits among the school children, a seminar was held
for the students of Sangamiththa Balika Vidyalaya, Colombo on 3rd July 2003. A book donation
for the school was also made at this occation.

The following lectures were held as National Library Monthly Lectures from July to
September 2003.
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‘Book Donations -

The NLDSB has donated books worth of Rs. 1,319,886.70 among 47 school libraries, 19
public libraries, 07 pirivena libraries in Sri Lanka during the period began from July to September
2003.

The following book exhibitions were held during the period from July to September 2003.

Date Venue

28-29 July 2003 . Public Library, Anuradhapura

31 July to 01 August 2003 ‘Public Library, Polonnaruwa

2-7 September 2003 National Library and Documentation Services

Board, Colombo

Grading of Li‘br?‘«uiésj |

The school library of Rewatha Rajakeeya Vidyalaya at Kotte was graded as a grade iii
level library under the project of grading of libraries.

Celebration of special days |

The following dates have been declared by the NLDSB as important dates in the field of
Library and Information Science to be celebrated.

Pirivena Library Day The second day of the week (Tuesday) that bigins with the first
Monday of June.

Public Library Day : The second day of the week (Tuesday) that bigins with the
first Monday of July.

National Reading Month -October
Library Week » The first week of October that starts with a Monday
Librarians’ Day The second day (Tuesday) of the library week

School Library Week The fourth week begins with a Monday in October
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- Seminars.

With a view of celebrating the “Literary Month” in September, a lecture series was
organized by the Bandaranayike Memorial Library of Nittambuwa.

Book Exhibition
St.Sebastian College, Moratuwa has organized a book exhibition to mark the Literary
Month, 2003

Now Reading Room

A newly built reading room at the Public Library, Kalutara was declared open by Dr.
W.T.P.Ariyarathne, the Chairman of Kalutara Municipal Council on 27" September 2003.

The Best Librarian - Kalutara District

Ms. Kosali Ranasinghe of the Kalutara Public Library was nominated as the best
librarian of the Kalutara District, by a contest held to mark the Local Government week.

State Literature Festival

The state literature festival of the year 2003 was held on 18" September 2003 at the
BMICH under the patronage of Mr.Karu Jayasooriya, Hon. Minister of Power and Energy
and Dr. Karunasena Kodithuwakku, Hon. Minister of Human Resources, Cultural and Edu-
cation. The best National award “ Sahithya Rathna” was given to Prof. Ananda Kulasooriya.

The 5* Colombo International Book fair was held from 15-21 September 2003 at the
BMICH. This was organized by Book Publishers Association of Sri Lanka. A number of
local and foreign book publishers & Printers too part at this fair.
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2 eftengn e, Qauermll aupeuemSLID (@GmMInIL
@pipuyb.  GeueuIL_ L Beiten Lhsy GeusMuiBaser
eTemey  eTeTugl umPl Loy Geueduihaefed
2 6iten &L (HengHsil LUDHILWD, GFeRILTD Hlensv
umeu GeusllufGaei GQsTLTuUTE o eisn
BevsHyeiisd 2 s Qeusiuibheen G TLTLTe
UL IQUIeO&6ET, UL IQUI) &L Ig&H6NT, Sn(hHSBMIGENT,
BET6VSN UL IQUIs0&6TT, Q(hHRISenewmiha LI Iguls,
Bardlu @Q@OHE SMENDBSH UL lgulied Hef,
266N &H1ILSD IeUTeRIRIGET  6TTLITEUNENDS
EFTELUUSET cpeuld  HIMUL QUi &L (HLLITLenL
gOUBSHIUSD(S BLOURSMS 61(HBHULL®
mgr_r,cmmg,&, HMe (PQET DS,

P Ugpeu Gmaﬂuf@saﬂm BHAUCOBET -
_ HTHUC QWIS IOHDID UL IguisdSel

Gurdweney HIOULpWIH SLHUUTL. eDLF
Qsuwaugm@ OeeflullLUuuLl Geien L6
Qeueiluihaefislt  FHemevliysse UMM eluFLOTes
BEIOULQWD ST6 SEHLET Falgul UL IQUIEd
atenm Geusflull.  Gesuswwi(Hd. (1963 ol
LetTged GHTEHSSH Geusluii LUl L Geomienss
Czfur Erouluellsd (1963-1973 suengy Gzflw
HOUYBET Snl & HenewibmenbHemTed CHTSHHB!
QeusMuiL U L gl 1974 b pemtly  (HHSI
@i sueny Bevminss CHHAW HIELDHS HeoTTed
QeueuIL_ UL (B sumElaTmal. FHe0 YdHuw udhe
@maﬂuﬁ@&,aﬂ@jm WaeoTeug B GFmumer
FH6V @rgpux_u;u_l,m SIYSEHD 2_6ienL SHSUULH
.m@eﬂmmm SBzBumev. 6L anaﬂuﬁ@ @smpﬁ]an
HemevliL wnmmuu@tﬁh_g,g;j Quuwit rHmOLCL
Fsehfmaular  (WwoeTaus @i QsTLiTUTS
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Lyew  BETOULQUWD. . STEES GLW
2_eienL_SaUUbHESBTmeT.

25T ]JeuuiLD

&evall SITBSH.- | (1996)

QaTGLUY JTEIT  GEUaTSSH.- QBTIpLDY
@evmiens @eval SN HSHEF smisD, 1996.-
u. 88 ; #.5. 22. eleweu@GMUIL UL aTsvensv
(265158)

Bafer @evmensdd GCxFlw mTMHULigwedsed
2 eienLd &SUULBeTen  Qeusfleugall(hs @Lw
QeflufGeseEnassrar HTOUuLwp flafled
gTHTETLHH60 GeuefiuliL i uLeyeTen  L(Heu
QeusluihaelT QBTLTLITET LLJ6IuILONes HIFMULIQuiD
L HUUTL B SHHBeUsLSHENT 2 66Nl &sl
uGHlssTmen.

2 _&TJemiLd

Gswnmml.- QerGd 1, @sw 1 (Reareufl 1997)
Ezn@uurdfwir Gwrd egdifgNuw.-
BICxG&TL : smwsBor YEmraend, 1997.

ISSN 13912569 : ep. 100.00

umey QeusiluiGEenTed Gsusiiluii OB
50 oIF Geuelluihsell QFTLTUTET HIM
ulpuwim &L GUUTEH eetend ComlsmTereusmaET s
Corrassgien Gevmenad Caflu FHTeVBHHENT60
Bevmiens SPeTmE Geusfluihsaiar LLiguied
@RI QHTGHESUULEH auhESIDS).

2 &TJewiLd

Bevmmas Gambeorsnit LeL .- GHMHeL WwHMILD
Gasmfln vuind SemwFsH, GUFLL.- LNt
SLIGL SIEDIOFH

pieuent - &evedl MM 2_WiT HeLa
SIeMFS) 1990, 1991, 1992 Suib SiemIBHE6r60
GeueMuiL ) ulLgIb saths QeusfiuibassmTas
smBULBUsDeY  Woret umeu  QeusfluiGaer
@srLiiurTe HIOULgwmD & HUUTLG SHEH6U6056IT
B0 uligwielled 2 _siend SUUL (HETeNSl. DIl
QLB QeusuiL LUl (B 6uhHlDd HIHLULIQUISONS
BpUuugit &1 1993/1994 b 4601 (HSHHT6T
Qeusiluiigenn QaT@ LY Geusmsvdsi SHEUITSHI
BLOUDD (pigeusHL b Mensoullsd 2 _eiteneat.

@eoomienawley SFFLOULL  HIevS6N
OHTLITUTS BIOHULIQUIED RIM STEOTERTIYNE
RPN BevmenNsd HJF euTsHomefuler 5 b
Hfleled QeusMul_LL@Gd @0 L iguIeSsd &L LTus
FLL emeulient & udley Qe uBGd &6
umeu GeusMuibaEpd 2 6iTenL_dbsll Ll (Halamedt.
geligid @U uligwellel apsold  LTH6Y
GeusiluiBest GamLures Lfugess. BTHULIQWIDH
sLpuur®h @aim CumGsmeTents UL allshensv.

umen GeusNufGosen G TL T L6
SLHESBMTEV HH6ULBM6EN &L (HLILITL IgM (& 61T

xment Goupy Cmpmad GLear ued Geum
RMIGUEIBIBEHLD, SRNBUTHEHID LTHS 6660
Qewumul B eumeuensd @mIG GUHULGHUS
(PSEBUIDTRTHT(GHLD.

BHIHULWH SLGUUTL L goUGSHSID
QurpL(p GeuelulL ul Beten GeusuiBaerilsd
fevsumenmn o SHTyewioTsd @miG GOIudL
el bydSeGmeit. 1962, 1734 - 1884 ausnyulevment
&mevil LGHseMsd Geusfiul ul L. QerefluiGesit
Qariiumsst HIOULQWNH SLGUUTEH @eaTmDF
QeuisusnaTe QFwmOILL LD @eaim 1991 opw
apetiged  SpFwilsslulLg. @&« Uysryd
1734-1884 esusmguleomen s&meoliliflelharengid
1962 Syplb SLewigMBTEMD SLHP HTev BxHdlu
BIHUCIguIcOEsT OBTE&HSH Geusiiui Ui’ (Hsiieneo.
@ae apsod sdsTevl Wflelled GeusfulluL
umeu QeuefuiGaen GaTLTUTET HITHUL QWD
sL(BU uTi e GuHOSTATUSHES PWDHS
Qauiwl ul Betengl. 1885 @edmBEHI 1961 Sy
gyemi B eusmgulleomer smeod  Wilafled
QeuefudL L Geiten  QeusiluiGamst GFmLTUTes
HBOUOBMET D _GTENLBHW BLHFD HTev GHAW
BIOUL RWeOSmeNS OFTGHES Beuewiiguleeni.

Gl SGLEUTHBLSTL S FTemed
EBreossHnGs Sl ss Smisen, SO, wHDID
opmEdle umen GeuelluiGeenr GHTLTUTET
eSugmisamsT 2 _eenL Sdwl Lbeu GeusiiuiGaetien
Ul gwed @il wWeaip UGS &EMTES
QaT@aésliul G 1971 Spd  S60i 1960
Geusfiudi'L_gy. Ceylon Periodical Directory etesigmutd
GuWen] 2 _enlw BhsU Ullgueraisl SLbD

‘sreot umey OQeuefluiGaet updlu  SHseum
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HeuaniSHe0 Qameiien Geusmi(ho. SEHGBMHSWIT

Geu uEhepTBaasy waT Bzxyflemed Gamupwy
SIGHLEOUTHL. STLHF FTene HIVSSIHNGS
siusfiiyg Qeuiwiu’ L Spmidleol  udhey
GeusluiBasit GamLimume LLiguisd @aim GaHu
DIHIDOUTHLSTLHE FTensv BrevsSHemTed 1975
Db DLetiged Geuerilul i L g

Gzsdlw allehepmen LAIMSHSET &SP
GeuefluUll_iul Befien  Bevmensulled 2 _eten
alghepmest 52 wPHMD GHSTPHOHBILU  UHsY
GeusluiB@ent LMD Feps - AilEhEHTEIIL  L(H6U
QeausllufBaen QsTLIUTET  FHE6U6 &6
2_sitenL &l Sri Lanka Scientific and Technical
Periodicals Directory oueng sLBS SM60 Lifheu
-Qeuerlui(H 61 & oot &,l_@uurr@ Q& mLTuTs
2 giTen mb@@hﬂ-@ Sig \H,IF)UL\I
(P&H6OTH 1976 Spid pemnged GeuefuiLliu’ L g).
@evmiens AGHWT DeuTeHHem FRISHHIT6D
1953 oub Spesiiged Geueflui LUl L 61th.u].s1610.
FeoHTa umeurellesmed GQam@salu L List of
Scientific Periodicals in the libraries of Ceylon
aataglid  Geueflufhld &LBSH &M U@H6
eueiluihaen G HTL Tume BIDHUL QWD SL(HU
urLenL gMubBSSHID FTHEIOTE 2 _SHeyHmgl.

1 A
WUUWH SHiLD.

QUEISlman B  LiH6
Gmsfﬂﬁ@&@&.&.nﬁl UL iguled (Umon Lists|
of Periodicais)

umey GeusfluiBaefled, aflGFLwT®
GeueflBTL (Bl umeu GeusluiGseaiar aflewev
SIFBOTHS  BHTETILBH6 §56€'HIT@|Lb, @ J6aTLTLD
-Blemeols  u@mey  GeueluiGEalan  sllsneowimes
afsenalled oiFafdaE Qasdeud snyews
gameod Cxdw L GHe0 umeu Geusilui®
@enenll UpBwrnsaiuGssd galgul suensuiled
“euenmiGenenll Lflommld Gameienbd gnl Hmeys
CGewp PIlLmset BIGESEHSEmL G
PWRIGLUGSBULLLH. o Werjid usoBeumi
Sl WIS STThS BIEVSHRIBEMNET (PeOLD HI6VEH
SUMEOWILILGEET  gHUBSSILL BeTeTHIL 6,
BIT6OBRIBEDHBTHI GUDDIS QBmeenin L Limey
-QeveliuiBast GBTLIUTS @M Henambs Lihsu
'Qmerﬂuﬁt'_@u UL QWeVSEHLD  SumfdbaiuL L 6.
Qurensd (Subject) ghu GeusfulL 1Lt Haiten
':q@m QeueluiBest GBmLTUTE UL IpUIBasIS
:Gg,n@uugj BTOUL WD SLGHU url el
FOUGSBIUBDG SiFsaelled  2:FHeBeiDg.

@mdlmeanns Uy GeusMuiBU Ll iguiedle
epeud Lmeu QeusfiuiGaeilenn mBIrHULigwim Hyey
elurmIBEDHEE Gsomsd iU LHeu Geusiluihser
266N HITCLBMIBST 6T6em6u s (GMINIL L
supTev Wseyd NgGwrgeaiiomer Cxensu @eienm
%unmgﬁmnmn&»@w JENET 6UTFHTHEHDHEHLD
Gﬁugm& CasTHULUSHEG BWeIoTs S HUILSIL 6T,
BITEL &M & @& B 6L G uiuwimen B 17eued
BsensuenWIULD B6V(&HUTHEGIME.

Loy QeueNufBasei G mLiumen
BHIOULQWD SLGUUTLL.  ghuhSHHieus e
QUTEHLEB Bevmensuled @ HEIElMmeTHS UhHeu
CeuslluiGaaflal ulwe et GCaETEGS L

"ulGenengiL e, SPGUTE OHTGHSBSBULL HLO

UHESIET. HIBHING é]su 9 _FHJemItEeNTS S
STULL_ (H66TeT.

 lGenand wppin Qﬁ.‘rr@sb@ﬁmb i

(1) A Union list of Scientific periodicals in Ceylon/
- compiled by M.A.P. Senadeera.- National S(n-
ence Council, 1971

(II) Union List of Scientific and Technical periodi-
cals in Sri Lanka Libraries.- National Science
Council, SLSTIC 1980 (52 mrevamissitedt Li(hsu

QeueflufGaei upflw  eflugm &eri
2_6iT6eNL SBLUL (H6TTerent)

| &;@{5 , aﬁ@@rranw wmglw oreiLafluied

A Union List of Social Science and Hu-
manities Journals in Sri lanka libraries.- National Sci-
ence Cou_ncil, 1979

BurpemsTyh_ wppt s olaless

ULIST - Union List of Economic and So-
cial Development Periodicals in Sri Lanka Librar-
ies.- Ceritre for Development Information, 1982 (38
BITVGEMBEN6D 2 _6iTen LHsu Geuefuihasi LB

elUPmIBeT o _6MenL el (Heemedt)

UNILIS - Union List of Serials.- National

“Instituteof Education, 1999 &edafluflwiyit &

Gamifysmw 32 dydss -Qupp HIevasE
sefieimed Qanmefieuaniey GeWWUUBL UHe
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Geusflul(haderm GHTLAUTET HITMUL QWM
sLUGUUTL B SHIHeudHemeNd (& mevnt L
RHEISeNemIHS Lheu Geusiuii (B UL IpuIeom@L.

L

UNILEP - Union List of Environmental periodi-
cals - Central Environmcntal Authority Library, 1973

1. Listofcurrent periodical titles in HELLIS (Sri
Lanka) network libraries/ compiled by L.R.
Amarakoon, National Institute of Health Sci-
ences, 1984.

2.  Union List of Health Science periodicalsin
HELLIS (Sri Lanka) network libraries/ com-
piled by Kumudini Ekaratne, University of
Colombo, Medical Library, 1985.

3. Union list of periodical holdings of health sci-
ence libraries in Sri Lanka/ compiled by S.R.
Korale, University of Colombo, Medical Li-
brary, 1988.

Union list of current periodicals in the Univer-
sity Libraries in Sri Lanka

CuwBsv AL LU (Heiten @Eridlsnemibs L(HsY
GeuefluihEeilst UL IgulcdE6iTed BIBBHBLDTEIEN6L
peieriuBHSIULH Sewiadl  wWlBHSUIULL
SIS HENMIGHENTH 2 6IT616.

| upe GuefuiiEs -sLGmIE ELg -
. (index to periodical Articles): "

umeu GeusfuiGaselled Qeustileumbgisiien
S (HEMTH6T  6Tem6u  6I6uiLig QHTLALTENT HITM
ulipwin s GUUTL (B SHBHEULBENEN 2_6iT6NL bl
QaT@sSUUB  Figuilal 2L THOD  U(H6
Geusfiuihmen G TLTuTe HEIHUL QWD &L (BU
uTLigemst QFUILIS FnlguiBToesTengl. GLUTSieuTd
Geueflul_uBGY &&sv umeu Geusfluil (b
S (HMTBEHBGD S 19H61T SUITNSSULIHEUSIL 6T,
gHTeug @ Umeu Geuellui e GHTE&HuTsd
Qeuefleubgisiien &L (HeNFHEHBBTHEYD &L IQH6N
swirfassuuGEaimet.

@evmienasudiey Hrusenid WHMID Symidlsv

GomPlseriiey Geusioubs B (HenIdensst GQUITHL (5
“@eomiensl Lmeu Geuefui hé &L (Hewgs &l 1g”
(Ceylon Periodicals Index) steiieniio Quuifled st ig
@AM GBTEEBUIILH 1969 Sp1d Siewoi[H 19G&FLDUT
S Geueul it 1. @& 1979 Syib oy euonged
“uf somimm  U@Hey Geueui’ BHd SLHengs Gilg”
(Sri Lanka periodicals Index) etsigniio  Quuwiflsd
Geueflul L’ Lgl. 1989 @b Siawiged BHHSI
@aa Qeueflui® MosSUUL(Heeng. U
QeusfluiB@eriled GQeusfeupd &L (HenyHETHEHST6
BIDULWD sLGUUTLOL  ghuGSSIuSDS
@uuglin’ L Geuslui® eeathieT  (PEHEWSHS
SUSMBWLD, BTLIQET SuFlLISMBUID H(HHH60
Qaremi(h @evmenads Bz HTevHW 1998
SplD DTG0 @B BTeoTewIH Geusfuime
@evmiemall Uhey QeusiluiGaellest &L (Hangs
sFlLygmw GCeausfllulhousm@ HLOUYS DS
hR&BSHSeTeNG. Beneu Haly EIVEF QFUIF
@emeu Haily 1973 LD S ew1ge0 QBB 1992
S SLeBeusny @evEinsd CaAL HIOSS
FHered Qeueutiu’ L, Gxfw BIevBSH6T
sreoreni (U umey GeuefluflLmenr mTevss
Qouwidluled Geuerfloubs &6 &L (HeMTB6MIST
QuTL (B mTeVaF Gauid umsuy Qeusiliuil(bse
& (BHengF sy (Index to Library news) srssignid
Guwifled a1y @ SWTiesiil (b BBl HIVES
Qauwid @aw GaTGd 14, @sW 3-1993 gremev
- QaEuErwufed GsusfluiL L (HeTen ).

SI8Bs umeu Geuefui(Bad sL BT
&BEHHGEF Gl lpsel  FSwmflasiul (Herien gL e,
RUOEKS (wempulsomen HIDHUL QWD &L (HULML6nL
guuBs seuget QUIGL G UuFbHeraile
QeusuIL_tiuGD Loy GeuefuiGaeilenr GuUTBL®H
slysmengd GCO&HTGS S0 UTDHSenafled
BenL (pemPUiuBSSUUL  G6uew lgu|er 6.
2 _STJewiLoN &S v &Lsenen HCP
SHMHBTGOMLD.

() AnIndex to the Ceylon journal of Medical Sci-
ence (1949-1970) complied by M. Indrani
Abeywardena.

(I1) Index to Economic Review Vol. 1-6 comp by
people’s Bank, Documentation Unit.

(IIl) Index of the journal of the National Science
Council of Sri Lanka Vol. 1-5 SLSTIC Na-

tional Science Council.
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(IV) Index to the journal of the Royal Asiatic Soci-
ety Ceylon Branch 1845-1945, (comp.Lyn De
Fonseka) 1946-1970, Former Series 1950-1970
(News Series) Comp. by Titus Devedra

(V) Loris a journal of Ceylon Wildlife 1936-1966
comp, by Douglas Austin/ Loris journal of the
Ceylon Wild life and Nature Protection Soci-
ety June 1976-December 1981 Comp. by s.
Naguleswaran

(VI) Cumaltive Index to Vidyodaya Journal of Arts,
Science and letters comp. by A.P. Leelaratne
1968-1972

_ SIBens  LHe Qeualuil B &L Gy
FLREmeNnd HWflos, u@m G\suaﬂuﬁ@&,mené,

Qarem(Batsen  Wl&and

LY AUTUIG &
~ &~

BIDHULIQUIEOTSHED &.@g,uu@w HELMBIE 61F.6].50
GansHeva seuTssier ‘A Bibliography of
Ceylon” eisignid [HIO 05 OFTGHHHm6Ns
Qa&TewiL BIHULRQWTGL. @endsd 16 b
BIODTeRngell(hhal 1978 S Diewi(h  susHy
ufleomest &TeLULIEGHHUND eTIPSLILL L. BReOMIHBF
gflg By, seomsrgd, Fepsd el WmESern
QaTLIUTE @Re0SERIBEHEBBTE @ ety
HTOTS &BHS (WPlud. MGFLWIs Spmide
Qumblullagy BuemeangBsw Qumdlaeafayw
eIpSULLL Lheu Geueudi(he &L Hengmen Gdsv
2 eilenL&al UL (hermenear. Lheu GeusiluiBassied
Geueriloubd &L (Hewy SEHHSTE HIDH UL QUM
STBEHS G GCeomsd & (HS Sl &EMLD
Sruul (penener. Gumgiomnensney ellugmlsber
STUUL(Belen @b BIDLILIQUIEOTENS| BLHHBT6V
umpey QefluSi B  sseumd SUGU uTL L
gUGSSIUSDSG Guiiad 2 sadng. BSDESID
Gosumed LBey Geueui b &L HmIF Gl I9sens
2 GMeNL&GEW HTHUL QLN EEDEE
o SIS HOTHE (GHANHVSE  BIGUTH6T
OGsresHs The art and architecture of Ceylon

AAAAAA

select Bibliography emw @mrm&,rran (PIQU|LD.

GLRHESGW Guwemed ue Geum
Qurmet QsmLiurs umeauQeusflufl Ba
sL BNyl GTLTUT BIrHULuidD &l GUurt G

- elugmisen SI8EE EHNEEEN o6
. el SToyH senmseiled GabHILL (Hovenen.
flov o _gnyemmisst S8 &TLLOUL BeTens).

o_-1b : GPL Pentodical Articles Centre for.
Development Information IMIN data base-Periodi-
cal Articles International Irrigation Management
Institute :

@evmIn® HIVE FRIGHIE BNl Hlenevls
ufl_enguilet @ Coemeuins LomemisuTasMetTed
Uimeu QeueuS Gs sl Gengssiar QUTGLG
SiFBeney &LIgH6N SHuITTdBHUILL (Heerne. a6
apeotd  uey  Qeuefluf s &L Hewyamerlen
GuIBLB UTHSHEMaIsL &Llguimdsd QFuwiuLTg
GEOUTH @Ueneling STHHI meusBLLL (6.
1997 opb B DT  @VEENS BILS
FRIBHINT  LOTEIeUTHENTeD FMBIB6T, Oy mIble0
Gmpflseilsd  &writ 72 umeu  Qeusiluil (bé
S (HemIF FHLigHe QHTEGHSBLULL (H6TTemenT.

umey GeueflT weat QTG Sl®6rle0
GeueMuIL Ll (heten &L (Hemysei 6TeneUUICTLINS
ANFSTHT SibbEH CBT6TuUBDE UPULIHLDSELD
alpHHe0 HIevBEB6N Helem aNliemITeys
Bsemeuwlesnt &1p (Current Awareness Service)
uhsu GeusuiBeaehan 2 6oL GUll LISSEISEN6T
GumiBLmh UJipdl eabssH euTFsisEnsd G
UPRIGESMSE. @euQeur@m  efLw  uyinier
sap  Qeuefleumd umeu GeusflufHasrilet
o eienLéaluUssESeT GurLBLmi g
si(hsaUUl (B, uwmsy QeusiluiGeefilear  Guuwim
Siyeufienaulsd RUEEKGSLIGSSULLH GeusiiuiTa
QeueMuiBouengd HIELSHEIET HML(LPDUILIBSE
aumeaimer. Geomenstl udhey  Qeueflufl B
SL(BOIH6T QHTLTUTEr  HIOHULIQWD SL(GL
unQLreenmné GsuiusnE 2 galwellsdlaimen.

2 gnyewid &6 SHIUUL(BeTengl..
Current Contents in ENLINET, IIMI Library con-

tents page Bulletin, Current Contents - Journals
received IDB.

Wedh 2655 BSl60)




gez‘mma(, ge)azﬁm 24/3. 2003 48 - m(dﬁ)z@é)d

'pa}m-leaf manus np

C.N.K. Alahakoon
Assistant Librarian

University of Peradeniya

 Preamble

This paper mainly discusses the his-
torical background of writing in Sri Lanka.
Secondly it discusses the problems arise in

preservation and conservati

manuscripts and their flaws, lack of method-
ology and lack of organization of palm-leaves,
environmental hazards and lack of training
and preservation programmes in the field of
conservation. The reasons for the develop-
ment of the above problems are also discussed
in this paper. Finally some solutions are sug-
gested.

n of palm-lea

flistorical background of writing m
Sri Lanka

The art of writing have been in exist-
ence from the time of the 5" Century B.C.
but no books or records of this period have
been found.' However, in the third Century
B.C. the donatory Brahmi cave inscriptions
proves the widespread use of an alphabet in
Sri Lanka. There 1s also evidence that, in the
first Century B.C there had been a significant
record of the cultural history of the Island.
As the Buddhist temples were the centres of
learning, the Buddhist scriptures especially the
Tripitaka (canonical) and the commentaries,
orally from teacher to pupil had been were
committed to writing on strips of palm leaf at
the Alokavihara (modern Aluvihara Rock
Temple), near Matale in the Central province
under the supervision of the Chief High Priest
in the temple.

Apart from the use of lithic records,
gold plates, gold sheets, copper plates, clay
tablets and stone (Gal pot) had been used for
writing proves the existence of writing from
very early times to the modern times. The ma-
terial evidence to confirm the practice of writ-
ing on temporary material such as palm leaves
are not available to us, except the oldest be-
longing to a period not earlier than the thir-
teenth century. According to the above facts,
the art of writing on palm-leafin Ceylon (now
Sri Lanka) dates back to a long period, a pe-
riod of over twenty two centuries.

These manuscripts were the powerful
medium for transmission of ideas, knowledge,
and culture of the Sri Lankan society. And it is
very Important to preserve and conserve the
palm-leaf manuscripts as it serves as a histori-
cal document which is a literary and linguistic
sources for documentation, and also it depicts
few illustrations for artistic abilities to carry out
researchs.

Being organic in nature, palm-leaves
are susceptible to decay and disintegration over
time. Most of the extant manuscripts avail-
able in Sri Lankan libraries, museums, and
archives, where large collections are main-
tained are on the verge of disintegration. This

- may have happened due to lack of proper

maintenance, unsuitable storage techniques
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and unsatisfactory environmental conditions

as these are very delicate and indigenous
materials. They need extra care from variety
of hazards and this acute problem is growing
in a critical way in Sri Lanka which could
not be ignored.

With the increase of numerous library
materials, and the development of variety of
information access methods, the habit of
studying the traditional texts written on palm-
leaf manuscripts came to be unused which
caused to deteriorate the materials. Atthe same

111 1/:; 1‘n01«nnccblo 1\&"(‘/\!‘1!’\51 nfthe ocnllens
I,llll\.;., Ly l\.u)t_}\)llol F A PUL DULILIVE UL ULV VULV

tions where deposited, pay more attention to
provision of new access methods while ne-
glecting the maintenance and preserving of
these rare collections.

Moreover, the attitudes regarding the
preservation of rare collections like palm-
leaves are directly affected for the survival of
these collections. It is a tendency to think that
palm-leaf manuscripts are of no importance
when these have been printed. Except that,
most of the printed editions of Sri Lankan
palm-leaf manuscripts fall short of the ac-
cepted norms and often, the critical tools are
not given. If assigned them as irrelevant and
have only exhibition value, such attitudes
would result in depriving posterity of a sig-
nificant component of the cultural and liter-
ary heritage and when the time comes, the
authorized personnel and the users do not
know what actions to be taken for the safe-
guard of the manuscripts.

Flaws of palm-leaves:

Today most of the collections are sub-
jected to different types of damages and dete-
rioration agencies like climatic factors, light
and insects damages. Further, several types

_of defects such as stains, splitting, and cleav-
age of the surface layer, discolouring, dam-
_age by insects, fungal effects, water damages,
fading of writing, brittleness, tear, leaves stuck
together and weakening of the leaves are

some of. the important and the prominent
problems that can be notlced in these collec-
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Any palm-leaf manuscript that is
brought to the library can bring with it a vari-

" ety of the above mentioned damages. This

would need immediate attention before they
are integrated with the existing collection.
Some mechanical damages that have been
caused because of the traditional binding
method that incorporates the threaded cord in
a winding system around the edges of the
manuscripts causing breakage to leaf edges,
tends to develop cracks in all the directions
starting from the hole. The treatment of such
rare materials requires a different approach
than that requires for the repairs, damages,
renewals etc. which extend their life of mono-
graphs and periodicals.

Lack of methodology
otganization .

: and lack of

This is also an important problem to
mention here that the methodology of
librarianship that most libraries followed re-
garding the cataloguing and classification of
these palm-leaf manuscript collections. Get-
ting access to the manuscripts is a big prob-
lem with less attention that has been paid for
the maintenance of the collections in some li-
braries as they are incomplete or mixed cata-
logues. Due to the lack of trained librarians
in this field, it is difficult to maintain any type
of catalogues in any scientific manner for
these palm-leaf manuscript collections. There-
fore it is obvious that trained librarians and
personnel with subject knowledge are needed

to overcome the above problem in these li-
braries. ’

Owing to the dearth of proper storage
facilities in libraries, some of the collections
are in the open access areas, some are in air
tight boxes and some are stored in dingy
rooms. In this manner, several manuscripts
are often stored together or as a heap of
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collection 1n . drawers or shelves and some
are in bundled up state up to now. Quite of-

ten, they are kept bundled haphazardly ‘in

almirahs without any wooden boards and
threads. This necessitates frequent handling
of all the palm-leaves in order to one’s re-
quirement. Apart from that, inadequate space
has been a big problem for librarians to de-
posit these.

Some of the manuscripts in libraries
are stored in cupboards or cabinets and are
locked for more protection but their mainte-

nance 1§ neulphfpd and hence one can notice

FECS S L UL U Tl § § LR GaRle BANENN VLA

damping of the leaves. More traditionally, the -

palm-leaf manuscripts of exceptional value
might be exhibited to the public only in an
environmentally controlled display case. Con-
trolling of the external environment is ulti-
mately beyond the power of the librarian or
archivist, but it is necessary to be aware of it,

specially, if there are any hazards and sudden

changes. Lack of know how and awareness
of the importance of the written heritage is
not only among the general public but also
with the authorities.

Due to this, many of them lay
uncatalogued, untouched, unclean, and
uncared by which the manuscripts are break-
ing down. In one sense this causes the dam-
age of the manuscripts-and on the other hand
the library would get the blame for not pro-
viding the user requirements to the right user
at the right time. In this kind of situation it is

important to establish a policy for every type’

of procedures for handling manuscripts.

Environmental hazards’

Another crucial problem is the envi-
ronmental factors that affect the entire collec-
tion at all times throughout the country.
Therefore, maintaining ideal temperature and
the humidity leyel for manuscripts is also a
challenge for the management, as otherwise

the manuscripts are. left to be attacked by 511-_‘

ver fish and other enemies and get spoilt as

they are not being periodically resin oiled.
While this is a problérn which is at its worst
in libraries and archives in tropical countries,
it is certainly not unique to the collectlons
Wimalaratne stressed that:

In a tropical country like Sri Lanka,
the conservation problems are acute due
to the climatic conditions such as high
humidity, heat and light. . . . From the
nature of the library materials depos-
ited in the libraries, it becomes diffi-
cult to preserve and conserve them
unless the environment is controlled
by air conditioning and dehumidifica-
tion.?

In many libraries, proper controlled
temperature is often the most neglected area
of preservation which is necessary for organic
materials to maximize the useful life. The
problem has not been solved even for paper
materials or books, which are the massive col-
lections available in almost all the libraries in
the country. This has been very clearly stated
by Wimalaratne, in the following manner.

Howmany libraries in Sri Lanka are

centrally air conditioned for twenty four
hours to maintain a required standard
temperature and humidity in order to pro-
long the life of the paper materials de-
posited inthem. It has become a prob-
lem to many libraries in this -country ei-

- ther to obtain equipment to air condition
the library in their charge or to maintain
a temperature . . .}

It is obvious that, most repositories,
which house palm-leaves, are stored with pa-
per, parchment, bronze, and copper plates as
well. Keeping of properly controlled climatic
conditions for each matérial is critical to at-
tain. This has been the perpetual problem that,
most of the libraries face who deposit a con-
siderable collection of palm-leaf manuscripts.

Continutc
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