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News

World Library and Information Congress
(WLIC/IFLA)-2005

The Annual World Library and Information Congress organized by the International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions was held this year in Oslo, Norway, from August 14-1 £.i, 2005.
Around 4000 librarians from all parts of the world participated at this annual conference which was
ceremonially declared open by HRH the Queen of Norway. The keynote address of the Inauguration
The Ceremony was delivered by the Minister of Culture and Religious Affairs of Norway.

Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri the Director General of the National Library and Documentation Services Board
was invited by the organizers of WLIC/IFLA to deliver the plenary speech on the first day of the
conference. The session was well attendled and it was chaired by Ms. jacinta were, member of the
IFLA Governing Board. It could be noted that the highest honour conferred to a Sri Lankan librarian
inan IJFLA Conference within the last seven decades is this opportunity of speaking in a plenary
session. Mr. Amarasiri delivered his plenary speech on the theme the Destruction of libraries in Sri
Lanka due to Tsunami disaster and the rebuilding process. At the erd of the session an award of
appreciation was presented to Mr.Amarasiri on behalf of [FLA.

Seminars and Workshops

World Book and Copyright Day

To mark the World Book and Copyright Day which falls on 23" April, the Burzau of
Intellectual Property organized a seminar on 27" April 2005 at the National Library Auditorium.
The theme of the seminar was “Importence of Intellectual Property Law™.

NACLIS 2005

Sri Lanka Library Association in relation to its 43 AGM has organized a National Semi-
nar “NACLIS 2005”. It was held on the 29™ June at the HARTI Auditorium, Colombo and eight
papers were presented at this seminar by LIS professionals. The mazin objective of this seminar
was to provide a forum to the library professionals and information providers to come together

and interact on subjects of mutual interest, leading to the professional development of the mem-
bers of the Association.

Seminar on International Standard Numbers

A Seminar on International Standard Numbers (ISBN, ISSN and ISMN), Barcode and
Cataloguing in Publication Data was conducted by the Publicatior and Book Development
Division of the NLDSB on 14 December 2005, at the NLDSB auditorium. The main objective
of the seminar was to create an awareness on Standard N umbering System among publishers,
authors, writers, librarians and the general public. Nearly 40 participants participated at this seminar.
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International School Library Day

In relation to the International School Library Day which falls on 4" Monday in October,
the NLDSB organized a seminar for Teacher Librarians on 24" October 2005 at the NLDSB.
There were 62 participants at this seminar.

Training Programmes

Training on Organizing Knowledge_‘

A two-day training programme on Organization of Library Resources for School Librar-
ians in the Northeast Province was held from 20-21 October 2005 at the Medagama Maha
Vidyalaya, Dehiaththakandiya.

Another such programme for School Librarians in [
Kalutara Zonal Education Division was held from 14-15 May
2005 at the NLDSB. Similar programme for School Librarians
in Horana Zonal Education Division toc was held from 09-10
September at the Zonal Education Office, Horana.

| Training Programmes on IT

Training programme on Information Technology for the public librarians of the North
Central Province was held on 26" and 27" F ebruary 2005 at thz University of Wayamba,
Kuliyapitiya. This training programme was jointly sponsored by the British Council and the
NLDSB. 35 librarians attended this training programme.

Library Management for Pirivena Library Sector

A four-day training programme on Library Management for Pirivena libraries in Uva
Province was held from 09-12 February 2005 at the Sri Piyarathana Vidyayathana Pirivena,
Weliyaya, Monaragala. This programme was jointly organized by the Pirivena Education Unit of
the Ministry of Education and the NLDSB.

Another three day training programme on Library Management for Pirivena Libraries in
Southern Province was held from 01-03 December 20035 at the Poorvarama Rajamaha Vihara
Siri Rewatha Pirivena, Veherahena, Matara. 64 Pirivena Librarians participated at this programme.

To mark the Pirivena Library Day in June, the NLDSB corducted a three day training
programme for Colombo District Pirivena Libraries. This programrie was held from 07-09 June
2005 at Dharma Keerthyarama Pirivena, Kollupitiya. 29 participants attended this programme.
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Conservation Programmes

Two training programmes on Conservation of library materials were conducted at the

NLDSB for library assistants of public libraries from 02-04 March and 18-20 May 2005.
/

Training Programmes at Provincial Level

A three day training programme on Library Management for library assistants of public
libraries in the North Central Province was held from 22-24 July 2005 at the Youth Service
Centre, Anuradhapura. The first day of this programme was an Evaluation Programme for Public
Librarians and the following day training programme was held for Community Development
Officers of the North Central Province. This programme was jointly organized by the Local
Government Department of the North Central Province and the NLDSB.

A similar type of programme for the Uva Province was held. from 24-26 August 2005 at
the Uva Management Development Training Centre, Palgahathenna, Passara. This programme
was jointly organized by the Local Government Department of the Uva Province and the NLLDSB.

International Seminars and Workshops

Workshop on Preservation and Conservation

A workshop on Preservation and Conservation of Library Materials was held at the
National Library of Thailand in Bangkok from 03-05 July 2005. Mrs. Nalani Mallawarachchi,
Deputy Director of the NLDSB participated at this workshop.

Conference of Directors of National Libraries in Asia and Oceania

The Conference of Directors of National Libraries in Asia and Oceania and the Seminar
on the Leadership Development of Directors of National Libraries were held from 24-27 May
2005 in Malaysia. Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri, Director General of the National Library and
Documentation Centre participated at this conference.

| Role of National Libraries in Knowledge Based Society |

The International Conference on the Role of National Libraries in Knowledge Based
Society was held from 06-08 July 2005 at the Century Park Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand.
Mr.G.D.Amarasiri, Deputy Director of the NLDSB participated at this conference.

National Library Projects

National Library Digitization Project

The National Library has started its digitization project with a view of providing wide
accessibility to its resources. A committee has been appointed to advise and assist on this project.
A digitization policy has already been drafted and the necessary equipments are to be obtained
soon. As the first step, manuscripts of the National Library Collecticn are to be digitized.
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Tsunami Children’s Publications Project

The NLDSB has launched the Tsunami Children’s Publications Assistance Project in July
2005. The objective of this project is to publish children’s books focused on children affected by
Tsunami disaster. It is expected, through this project, to develop the mental stability and positive
attitudes of the children and equip then to face the challenges of life so that they could attain the
expectations in life.

National Reading Month — October 2005

The inaugural ceremony of the National Reading Month 2005 was held on 12" Qctober
2005 at the NLDSB. The Chief Guest on this occasion was Mr. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardana,
Hon. Minister of Cultural Affairs and National Heritage. The NLDSB organized a seminar on
Reading Promotion on October 27, 2005 at the NLDSB Auditorium.

Other News

New Computer Training Centre for NLLDSH

A new Computer Training Centre at the NLDSB for educational & training purpo ses was
declared open by Hon. Minister of Cultm al and National Heritage Mr. Vijitha Herath, on 4" Janu-
ary 2005.This unit is located on the 1" floor adjoining to the Education & Training Division.

Sri Lanka Library Association-45" Annual General Meeting

45" Annual General Meeting of the SLLA was held on the3(" June 2005 at the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute, Colombo. The chief guest at the inaugural session was Hon. Geethanjana
Gunawardhane, Deputy Speaker, Parliament of Sri Lanka. Some sznior members of the SLLA
namely Prof. Russell Bowden, Mrs. Swarna Jayathilake and Mr.M.B.M.Fairooz received the
SLLA fellowship.

Sri Lanka Library Association -Council 2005/2006

The following LIS professionals were appointed for the SLI.A Council 2005/06

President —Ms. Deepali Thalagala
President Elect — Ms. Dilmani Warnasooriya
General Secretary —Ms. GM.de Silva

Vice President — Mr. Anton Nallathamby
Treasurer --Mr. L.R. Amarakoon
Education Officer — Ms. Padma Bandaranayake:
Asst. Education Officer ~Mr. W. Sunil

Asst. Secretary — Ms. Jayanthi Weerathunge
Publication Officer — Mr. J.S.K. Weeraward‘ane

Info. and Pub. Rel. Officer -~ Mr. K.G.S. Gunatillake
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CprwreniEEnEE asIup QsFusID lauisamer G
QewpurienL. Sifellms s GauleusmEsLomer

madu oQwfldsr wHmw gedw /Grrefusder omLTE @(r_r, Bpre®

agfihs aflymal QUIGHSY
fBreyL. o el HTOHT
GarTEWwLLl UNSHMEVEEIPEHLD

uMGsrgemenuila B

auflpempaEai.

oS0 uflGFrsmals &l
BTOSSHHIUD EIRDTE)  6IevTen ?

(What s clinical librarianship? )

sifalmsduenLbes mBrEsefled  alGaions
médw 0wfés Grrsfwd wpopd peEdu
@gredflud Guretp BrHsefled WK FHIUL
ufGsTgmeard gaL ETVEaNWED  6Tal g
T NS BMSBH UJHBHenallad eneusd Hw
allgheprars siempuiad SBHCUTL FHTVESH
saae) GBsmeausalgyws o uBunal
uUGSBULLE aGEips. @bs oSS
ufl@srsemans &aL HTSaWE 6Tl Lo
WM EBMHSSTHNH M MWE ~ HM6VG F60
o8 asdiul LOSTa pre e eomg
BouugL et G WHSHM Jal HTVSS
giopurendl 1970 g yemiGsefled sl
SiGuflésraled grwlléasiul L QHTEINTEGLW.
g eugwruigd SLBS WPlugs o6
sTVS e, S urmbSenalled 10@HS Hle
afl @) & e & &l em mufl e 2 VBwrsu
uGssuuLrailLrew sH6uTgd @& esiHL
IDBSSIN Fal EISRNQID BB  al6hGHTENS
gempuflgs e uBwrasl u@GssUuul G
aumpala pg. aflGsLwors @eg Sgeafluwed
BTVSW wPYW HHeaued GBameuseflar sifls
oflallps gL wessus — Gpmfed
alpusiantseflar saupn Cxameuular oypwTeT
saimvwlamaiy @Bs donaund &S S
wedwggiand BeaiGw C@eaphgieT engy.
BHs aaunens HHISTHH 1971 b o6
Gertrude Lamb 6T 6l L6 IT 60 (p &
MasE S UL L &). siauflenmed GmmwTenT
BEHHSTA WDHSHGUD  DHDID DI6UT SN 6L
ugmoflé@w Qewpur®aenst (Course of action
for patient care) sidlal s 8 Q&Fuwiuww
CrrasggiLai Waas seahg geiwren
Blaw eyaemen  (Highly specific cases)
SIPUUDLWTEE QaETaRiL SHHaied Hanen

wHSSNS Sop FTHCHTHHEGU GuDDS
GarGuugal s awg g dGsHHS
GapUULL Gl WSaT WPHTE @b eINT6wsH

sMmSSTaNE Tl seuTsered  WeoGamdl-
sai grey pamler  (Missouri-Kansas)
UOEMOE SHPSHAE WHSHIM HTVSDHH0

(University of Missouri Kansas City Medical
Library ) peoLpenpil uGSSULLLS. BHT
Spluem_ smUGUImeTTE RMBBS! 1970
QLeMgat ¢ BTW HTOSESMEN [HTVHS
SL QLM &EH& & DI ured 2 _en en
anssTsEhs@ ahHass QF0Baumw” ( We
take the library to the user out of the walls)
GREID FopdD HMLIPMOU UBSHIUSTSLD.

wnt @b (hHBINTL BHITCOST H6T?
(Who is clinical librarian?)

Grrwrenfiseflar UOGaugULL BBTulSEDS S
O(HS SiAILD auiuw QurmLBG wWmHHHie
ga L8l & 61l 60 uN Gaugiu' L QaFens slw
Gamileomend sorflenmeorer (G ¢ & O
@muuansl QuUTgluTSs STANGFIQUISTS
2_eiengl. @FHeo wmssHeuTsenr (Physicians),
wmHe gLl ufGsrssiser (Clinicians),
@ plensvg Qamleognt ompfluiser, (Para
professionals), uryrwfliureniset Gumei@omit
DIL G @G 6urm . D6 GHWS Bemen b IT LD
GprwmenisEns @ WHSHMD QFuiBeumd
wPpmw Grrwmeni&ementy ugmwfllueT HeT
(Patient care team) ot (B TEIGET 606U 6001 (5.
WHSHN Fal HTosGW QoS GHmruimeni
&HEHDH G WIHS HIUD Qeuiged wWMHmW
ugnoflgsn GewpurBeefled FGUGBUUT EefleD
POmaurTa @OHUUSIL &, DieuT Grmuimeniaserfier
CurmulsE wmSHOIL QFuww QFWLHUTLIPDE
umaefliyéd GQFUiu|d WLHSSHION RITVS] TSN
Bzameu Qeuidlarpri. @M@ seuT QFensHw
Qamfleorenisei, wmSHieus uflBergaiser
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(NACunsgilen L sei) Gumai GommL et
MG HWS SO HIMTWTL 6O &6nen &
QsuiauglL i, aurL hodaemen GLMUTT eney
QFul sugled (Ward rounds) umlaeiluysg
QesuiugiLar, Qemadwg Qsmfleorenisen
SO (L 68T @GarLiyenLw Gprwmenismens
GOILUGSSID QFupurligNeGs ChemeuluGd
yHw ydw sl QuHmsQsTeiugn@s
BamauliuBld HBH6U6) HM6TULD Qummis
Ganpadaipri. gQaefsd flev GHTUISEHES

O S SleuLD @Qsuiyw GBumg Bmruflet
| SN MWW WL Bmmemwiuyo gflwuna
Bermi s (h OCsTei H6v, 318s Gumeo

DISDETH WHSHSHMUSMS OUPEIGSHD WDHAILD
Bleaurgens oieflgdzsed GBumaip LUIBS
Qzwpur@aeflan Gurgy upPinGs sllwnen
alpsHe0 s - C&THssMD, 2_aTegi
Qeuefluyt wOmBHIN BIWLOUYESET, BB
Guneip &FBHSTULSINHGS sielaUTE (P&
Qar®H s SHien enmi &er agaium® D S
Q@& meri 6u Lo was sluwrTGw . kG
SiLuLULL  Bleneuenoamen LITUIGS DS
@arLiurs GuwpGsTeiemuuiBd pUieysmend
Gosyas samiGURLUULBIS WLHS BN L
preosflLy @mbs o sssdmgu  GFameu
sieniuflwasrGw. omwE GCmTWTemmHa G
L®S SHi6uLd Qsuieug OGFHTLF UTHAD
(WpaETeWwsH SN QHTLIUTSND ID[HSHIMS
Gemfleoneniaens@ Ursdlomasat gHubld
FHSTULS S0 DaupPiPmGL QuIhSswTear
whSsHu  allghEhTa [HITOSNN QTIUIHSI
urigg (Medical/ Health literature survey)
aeayie QuUIT®HS ST arHw ) & &y 1o
sflurengiorer Seaed sl GFHTLIYmLW
eaflupe Gl Gupms GarThosiuBl. BH
e Qmsdw smfumesed GPULL
Gpruls @ ueel SrHFagw (penpuiled
oasFwuw Qesuweyw GCoprevws &L BU
uUBSHUSHGW FTHHWIDTEGLD.

LGS0 saL Ereosflar umsefliy

(Role of the Clinical Librarian)

Qurgieuns WS SHi6u gL HITev&IFlerTed
eoullLL Ups Flenaisei QpTLIUTS
NGl ufed SILESW SHHeuOHN &IDI
AriLiul @ oiemen  efengours GMIaLL

Garfled i 2 5aI8LUTas 5HE &
APEISUIUGILD.  H0VG FHD BHBHEUD HEHID
uGU uTW 6y QeuwiwuuL @ &\ & 6
@ (HE Slen aw & sLIUL (B Baayuw sflwumer

BB GUULILL Qgmfleogri amflui®Hmsé

AIPEISLILIGLD. aRfi@id hHSHIN Fal HNVST
wGsH  allgheprar HmTevEmen surdHH b
Slaupeny uGlurwiey QFulgl SBEUOSHNENH
Syly prGauan@& Gursiwrear oiene|
O S Hi6u allgh hTad HImD SiPledeuli
Qup Wi & Bai PTIT @ UBISTH @ E G
Garaimw fAdawrew. Bsare e
Bloieuenni el WMHS BN FaL HITVSIT Her
@arLrurse yglw wrzal)l gaiep
2 marsdyaangLeal @m@ Saujeen YHw
usell QaEtedm 2 MHUTEE BSDES “Hbousd
aflghgpmaflsar” et Quuwifll g@mUuugiL e
SUTEENES  LOHHSIUS — HD WDEOID
SEeuD FiODOW 2_6aLEGW ailpg Dled
Gurslw oeney uullpdfHeowd GQuEms
Carha sy giiwralldsuul Gerimgl.
@aaiaped  euiseflal  WO(HS HluD MM
@grLiuren Ursdmeans@Gsd HJQeurarmmps
sTEId QUIGLGSF Gewwiudy @evsdws
Cxhenaular Gurgl I1DMHISHINS HBHEUEDTHENEN
aflenmidlé Qaraisugd Vlaayd (P& aNwd
adladaimgl. GLall.@umsy (Davidoff) esiiuieuit
sameugiCured @pslu yHwu useldE Seeaued
algh@rall ee@igud Guui el QUTrHSS
wrasHTe Bmuugi.a g Gastroenterlogists
aevevg Hospitalise eraigd  QuuiysEn HEGF
FoWTE @OUUSTE aTHSHBHIS STLIQUIETETTIT.
oo FHFHTUUEISMN) LHSSHIM Gal. Siffey@LL
Gsmfleonenisetr (Clinical Knowledge Worker)
aaigid GQuuenguwjd 2 uBurdlss (WRWw
gatald eSS STLIQUETENTT.

sHBuTs SIBps DHSBHINS  QpTevmeni
SHEHSH G Gprwnaflsamend (@ euLUGHHID
Qewpur_iged SwéGH CoemaiuGw Fflwmen
seasm, Sificenalled  HHEUBMEES
QaremiGonen SHseuh HenehAwmseiled BiHHSH!
sflwrsaw GCaLlipssawrsay QzMpbg
a@GU ug sgsnoTHaei angl. @E &
DT BEHE G SHued GCHHHe0 N DO
wHuuTwey Geuigsd Gsriurs Gurduerey
seeaued (prumisen udilu sigley @edevremio,
oifs  Gauemeortt g PO GEyUlsiento
Gunaip ue aflLWkisa SHTEBHMHD
JOUGSSoMD. @& STTRVMIBENTEO O HSHI6M
gL HTewama Gsmea afllGsLwrs
Gmmwmsi & enen g GLUuUbBS SIS
SelmE8 Qeuiw 2 geud sagu (penpuiled
omsF QLW SiGHLET QT T
QgL aeveld ( Professional Continuing Learn-
ing) Qzwpurlent. slalpsHd Qauueayd
Blaayd (pésSwmgw.
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ag etluUy OHSCUTHL wWHSSHN dal
BT 60 & M esi BGaemeauwmen g 3B S6 S
Blpouans slat Sateww woHmw GCrriEssh
FHGaspu wTDULPQUD. PipeadSar )

BlHevenid WHDID 6u6NE &Ema Camueyo , /

aflGaLonae  HTevs omPluiseflal  Jemey
wHw Seutseallal Fpenw satUumHBING
gOULW DG WIQUILLW @PIQujid .
S50 Camu G&emeu 6P mi &L U (W
UTOIEMGTWT 6NN S@H0 WIQYULES & B .
2 STJRUIOTS WS WLWEJE U HMVSD
spaszglar (Mc Master University) w@gaieu
v pPloowsSHar QFuPlLsnBsmu
BeBrsmaussi WHSFHuS @ s myfledled
FGuLTsari sepsd W (Non-Clinicians),
Gprrwimenn SEH&E GHW, GHTWTeTH & 6rfl i
GO USBaUTHEHS GW, GHmwmeni EensmLi
ugmofliueutseps@Gw (Carers) Ggpemeuwimen
SEMVSHOT  UPEISIUGEMDOT. 2_FHTJ6RIOTS
wriyd ypmBprullemmed fgssliul Geien
Gprwrent QMBS SaTa@mLw Grprulle
SR MWD, DSDITE LD[HS S, (S &
g g ai N et e i a® & &G euemi gul
BL 6UIQ & 0 & & 61t updw us eflwmEsen
GsTLiuTe Saaucsmenl QuDDISQETeTen
Gaemigw GBzmean GHmEseomd. B8z Gumen
siaflai GHVU D6 B ST &EHE G0
CHRTWTEN(HE G euPE SUUGL DHS Hiud,
QMBS SLEHUUGSSHID ofldser, DISHDBTET
24, B 6o T & o 1 & 611 Gureim Qewpur@aeern
@aTLiuTs gflunen Saaued®el  GLremeul
‘uLeomd. @EIG HH6UD CHeMeuenwl 16wl
UGS BB QaTeiugsm SISO DU &6
DOHS SMsaL HIVSTILLD auBHUMSS
STAN&HFQUISTS 266N

Qurgiurs oeuisel @ 2 TS Hean
mevafler  (Reference Librarian) Gaensusnwid
Gruglumw Gurdlaiw @mE@ oiGsLibrear
Bameauwiras LHSSHI HTsT gmeurlet
Crmauyw euMarred QoulwiluGeugiL &
siar wong sug sopuila aflGsL
el yg sa1s avguww 31 1fl &0 &1 Uy L6
Q& e Loumwr .

g @ e a1 60 @b mwsm e i &, 1) LD T 637
Caeiallaema e wg glules ssrsrrl
ugrofliys @uw (Health-Care Team) 0t uL
gamenw &0 Ggrfled gt 2 GHCWTHE ST H6N
Gpruisei Q@FzTLAUTEE &1 10T 6w & 6w en
GsGw Qeupuriyear Gurg mMePsTsogsed

QewiwLiuGlw o,gruiddflaealed b sl
QupiulL uWanyw GUTHS SWLTATSHIW
HUPHDIHIOTE  SiwranEsmen  dBULSDES
2_SH6usS SalgWl DTN & & 6U &) & 6 61
6 P TEi (& 6u &) &1 6u ) eai SiguumL g
QsupurLTGl. S6xs6ure WHS Bl
BTl umsrtaig) FWLUFsTW TeauTer
GuwmBasnst Hrevsi gmeuflar urisaliamu el
CaupuEGugiLal @ni@ WohSSHIO FaL HIVSLD
MG Sl6udal. HIG&MATD auTFsTHaflLd
aBsHIF GaeosoliuGangl. FwllFsTWw Wianomer
ET0&E Gefled euTFHN &6l [HIT60&HMEI & 6w 6N
Crradl aumeauFLal WWHSHIHIUTaL [HTOST
SHeUOEMN eungwisamen CHradl afsHSHEF
Gseveurit @eng wombdl (Lamb) sieufkefler
angsisaiLld Frassms dBHSHFOFOQID
aemiamasmeHHTe (Take the library to the us-
ers)  @amsren (poub. BHEG LGS
gaLld aRipTed SualLgHDGD, QeSS
auTLLTeTed el NG, P Seaily
fdlFema Ifeunanned sl sPnSw 193Gy
simpuruier SaalLsHDGSY  HB6UD N6
aB55EF QFedaug WHmSSH ol HTeCHTeT
Qurguur@. @iy Heo  FHSTUUEIEETD
HTEVS STHOMISET SHalEn cuamgsHeaflsd eneusdsi
abHHF QF60e0UILIGBIPIH.

Amzss saualla@pHd BLSIO W®HH B
gaLmseaflsd WHUID WEHSGIUS BedguTTisafed
Bmesew Hrvsissfar FwlySrwifaome
umi &enlu epu aflL - WwopDm WwWasw
allg SwirFwren UL SaflUYLET WLMHSSIUTaL
HITV& Ceemeuwimp MIeUGBIL & DBjeun
Grrwmsnisemen GaIUUBGSHIWD GFwpurLiged
Wpwwrwre Gswonrpodlaipri. alGFi T
wopsssn  olgearas Hopulled gpps
QareientiulL 6N MBESHSSHTA D EILIGY
f@ufleorsr wmsHHIu alleheprangsdHed ( Evi-
dence —based Medicine) @uugeiuyw Gewd
ur@aeEnw e adw umEms aeluSTS
snBungieten DIBpa wHSHIEY  ellEhEHTN
Sienwliydsafarma BlapUls sLuL G e engl.
@t Ugargw i seflar umseilienu &6
sTLLUUL heienaum(y &KpHEHWNE eaflass
(p1gujid.

*BHTWTMHEG W(HhHeuw QFuISed WHEOILD
unrgrwfgsed QauPurLigerGurgy qmu@w
Uysdlenmmaenen &) 6ImeHmemnle0.

cgisBaaTalaensanar ufleosmen Gevddwsh
CorhosayLre CGFHHHe0
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¢ oI5 FaaEmen wFiuTuiey GFulged

o Fflwrengid QUIT(HSSLOTE FHIOT T
S&I0EMEN Qanmisani(h G BTersugLd
supenn Caemsuwrer QambleosTi
2 $HCUTBSSHT " seflLd suPmIGSHaLD.

* SiHsBaUNEMET GQFTLTymLW Qg mfed
U EVIBITHET DM OB 617 560

* SHBaNEMmen QFTLIYmLW GFmifed
QUOIBTE6ET gOUBLBTTENTH il 60

whHdSHusmL Hrevsflar umisefliy

Sargeant wmmid Harrison o0 2004 yuo
pmged BuopGareteniul L gyuieler fysmyw
LHS SN oL [HTVST ST QLLMHLE
GewpurieL.  UJesiteumonmy @Ml ecmid.

e aunLemL Guopurienen Q&Fwww
(siaugnreaas Gw)OFwWD uTL 19 65
2_Sa|560.

e Gpmuw GQ@smLiumTear WK HEHe e
umgupmsed ( Case conference)

* HSHMNFMLE L LES6N) UG
Up MIse (@sled Weopsrgrs
SVBSIMTWTLOBEHY 2 L L{HLW)
(Clinical meetings including informal dis-
cussions)

e LHSHHuFmL aflaTL G560 B6men
silalmsd @Geuwiged ( Clinical guide-
line development)

* a0 BzxHDHv

o gaaEMmen wFHUuruie] G&uIged
Gramauemnw sfelmsd Geuiged (Ser-
vice Promotion)

BGureiper o eienLm @G 6 B BHS
STLLOUL BeTeng).

g auUuUy @oBsTIw o pulayser
abhS HE HTL G5 afllg & B 6V Guwm
GeiullLuul Geaien QFwPHUTHSEDHS GO
Cuered sPNGSS WLHDID UTEST Hemen
uufip pellg 6, Gewe wwenm GBS &S
arLLeser  (Demonstration) Gumeiperawd
SigliuenL QEWMHUTHSENTES 26166,

Sargeant wpP o  Harrison aG® & &
amLpulpsGw alssded saaed elghepmeal

BEHE G sHued allchEpTangsdled BMmUUS
Gunew wWHS HVSBLE OGawpumd e
QBTLIUTSD Bevsd il Bmés Geuart(Hid.
@rpimumw SM_BHEG [Hul @EHeur
Neatup pd sagw @@ e Pep e e

2 _MeNBHTH seunrsenr  Gued e1(H kb HS
&TL gujei emmi .  @Heur . HE&E6ue
allgh prefllwrssd Beiba WLHSH M Il

vuflp Aepwi QUi s Gasmeien WPIQUD
aefugLeai  Geum @omeul WHS Heudal
Sisvieusvmad Baingl HHeusd alehepTailwms
ullpfEOup wuuw. SFH aBS (W penw
prw fleiup flarreyw oeur @mi G
eiulLiuiL @m siempulgid Gurdlus spiemey
vWpdenws Qupiiméas Gouavi(G. HEIG
ot @ps @rwiG smpuligig
Blyensgieusang HTLLGsuemly  @(hHLULGBIL &
SIQU UL ID[HS HI6U 61601 &b B(HS ST 6N
SigTeugl wmHSGHIeudaL epidemiology siugliuenL
uTHSSHmsWd, o ullflwe yeteaflaluyeiuied
(Bio-statistics) Guneipeupenpujid Hbeued
(waTeggHeud GgsrLiure Werld GQupev,
WLHSHUS HoaUMSMEN @aim SILig
aupmIGSH (retrieving, synthesizing and present-
ing medical information) Gureimpeumieid
Gursdlw plyens siugmal GQupfms s
Gouemi (BHLb.

Ul Gaum prEseTe ID@HS SHi6kdaL
BIT V& 3 &) e muiled & IT 6901 Li LI (B 10
Gaumiun@Basei (Differences in Clinical
Librarianship in Different Countries)

IDHS GO BT ESSHMSBH0 HaLGuDD
siguiumL  afll.uiw W& Si6w
@evadwmasenenr (Medical Literature) &fluimen
wempulled Qawmurliged FGUBSSIUCSLITEGLD.
@sa  (peld WIS SHIMNIL CFMmasEHE G
H6ev w@ BT H QerLiurenyrs BGFemeu
WwIPmInSN@ LOhESHSIN Sl HTOSHSES
gngPwiongy. alCFLwrs wHSSHN oL
BTVs GCoameuenil [HL Wenmu udeh HID
BIBHBOMU  UTT BSOS

20wfss maslu @rredlwwreaig @&
Gsamausnw Waaw &L YSHHINWTE0
GrGwrsemonsn  eopulgitd GBTWTENHE S
wmHSHOID QFUISN OHIID DIGUT &ML

ugTwn& @ @z wm um s el ed
o GuUTEHLUBOUNSHE STANS G RQUSTH
2 _6eng).

STHU BT WMHS S Fal BTV sefler
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Bremeus el TP WS SN GL UGBS SLUL B
s0Burg o1& Wasaw ealGFLwrer WSS
gL Haaledasmen eaflgh epmen nglufle
aPEsSIpW  sevell CHlusE S EHL 6T
(Servers) Gaaneu@auinyd =2 wiwl L MGFL
PSSR BnNS QBTLHID , WOHHIHIUF
QrwpurBaeEnpLear  FwwTer GFWLMHUTESN 6T
poLpampuuhGsHD CsmPedari §Hulled
aflGsL OaLys gsam asmeard Q&M L
BUTHENTS DIUTHET 6UDSHI6T G,

oIGFLIONE WHSH6UFJaL SH6VHHMIWTL D
&aEhsE G Fapaswefliuger apeow uea CGeum
giempari (Multi disciplinary) @upQeun airpiest
SiE &S Hounl S 6uGHIL & g nlwm e G
Qurpsswrangioren Soeusdsmen Fifluwimen
Crrssled Suismred QuUIMEQsTHe s
Yuang. Kedwu GIrFdusdsd GauiuwiulL
Spulaysaflal  cpeOd WHS B Fal g Sleu(
STworTamsmen aBsGw Guigk SIS
gL prevaflal 2 gall pahdwiorerg aaiug)

gomae Qamerientiul (Hereng). & ay10
gflunseys, HMNBLOTELD &1 L0 & LD
dhessBaumigw Gprwmenisemert LmHlw

Gaeialaaflar Gumrgy @  urflu  ienaled
2_gall GsuasTe GamsTaul UL GG
saflgid surl Gupuriemeuuflar Qur@mL G
WOHSHI Sal [BHIVST (PUPS STVSHENSHU|LD
GswallGsed NyBursend HOE e
SlauTseflenmed aHHHS STLLUUL G6TeTSHIL 6T
(padwwore Gprwmenisefled LHW seuad
QNS HIUSHT (PVLD WHGSHIN FaL. HT6SMe
Crrsemauwy wupdowuw sLuGss
pRuw ey  ahHSHE STLLUUL HaTeng.
aaflgid oQwlds medu @rrédugsed
aurL. Guwpurieneusars GUTeug LOHSGHIN Fal
pTeuaflal SLMWEEeT @ D6 HIOTE
Tl UGS maE. gl m&sw
@rreflug Pled srgnyan Gprwment seflar
Crruwl oflgdseiled sutssflar umsefiiy

SLLTWIOTRIH060 erarugiL el @ ar ysryw -

allGsL Gpruisenst @emE  &TR USHD G
wGSSHIUD QFUMGDGD WL HW leul sefler
usisefluenu Quomis Carhés  sauarsded
QameisnUiuL Heaieng).

Georerd  gEhFelled 2 _aten BFLied Pearmul
sy wsHwu peeww (Cedars Sinai
Medical Centre) #eor. euradmiLait uamevd
&P &ID (University of Washington),
aflar@aralled 2 een CGxal ONHTamM
maugHw sreme (Cave country Hospital),

b

g1H S amallefled 2 6 en aum el m L e
LU EMAGSPS MaHIHU UTLFTME
(Washington University School of Medicine)
Gureip BlpeuamiGailal WHSH Fal NHTEVS
Geemeauwimeng 1973, 1974 o i B
'&6aflGsuB L arwlldaiul®G  allugl.

ag eiugQuefllgw Cimpl oleuiseflarmed
DHSSI Fal ETOGEISMET BTOIILSDES
SIQUUMI_S STIaoTs BGHES0SHa  SPaimd
STTEUMEIBET  SHTLL LI (HET 66,

1. ssmery ugmofliys GueeasF sIiBs
(Health Care Team )sse0 SIBE &S Heul
sEnd G aGFLITS MmeusHWisEhS G
CameauiuG Was shlwurer HHau6) b6
gfluren BUmS & sfwrenr GBI el
6ULPEI (& 556V .

2. MBI SalLp SoauvsmeNs BxBHW
wenpemw (Information Seeking Behaviur)
sigliuenL wress OCaren G e &erflei
BTOBSMBUD SHsued Hpemenujd ilalmsd
OFuISH60.

3. asrery ugmwiliys @uealled wmSHIe
gL mrevsfear unisefluurarg Woaslw
SIm B gauT seflal umsaUyEEH GSHSTH
Bm & 560 Gouawi GO . '

sigtiumruflled urri & GUWBuUTH @BES
Biemevemwenw Grms &l el WL uS ) STer
Bueueno SQwflés medu Grreduigdled
Waeyw eueni&d ey eumSMDSB. BEIG
WHS BN HTOB) TR @I 6160 NS
sHSHTANGH iglsemalled waEseflenLBu
Uydgd QupmisTeng.

Si0wflés medw @rrsdwd woHgw e
@yredflww eaaiuuppled sOBuTky BB S
61 6001 60T & & (Hh & SN &T Hl ugm S e afl e
FOUBS SU UL e emGumgiw ma slw
@yrefugPed WmHGHEIN Fal HiT60HH5 S Duilet
sfladrsens pITuIBg UTTSGWBUTSHI 2TIDU
&6V S &6 @ ni 6T 6001 W & & (H S M
WOl (hiasF QFmG SQRTOTATEST S DTS
@ ® D Sler N . @evewi Le&i DB ey
Siemwphgieren suilen wmSHeuwameanuiied (Guys
Hospital) @6l eisniemsésmsHITang DN (pewd
Qsuig emeassuLLL Gurgiwd 1990 oo
o6 Heueny Siengd Geupflagors e
dHHHE @Fevev (Iprwealilsdemev.
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geanafllsd DigluuemLulled wisEHaT EHMHHES
M ANSBMHSBE BN QINGS DQLUMLS
STTQNEISNTS  DHHSR. W(HSHHIUTHEN HTLD
siFle alLwmismer DB Heur e ereom
TR amUuUBSHD, ITWEFHAS HoHoue) Henen
SiguumLurses CaTeniG wWEHS KU
Sroramsmen aBUUSDG Heoof Suidasw
sTL B0, gOamaflled Deuisear smseflar
SiBiueum senen DL B QFHuieuwd Gumed
GurpmeusdEl uPBUNBBHSMID. HITEVSHTH6N
LO(H & SHi6u allgh @prer  Beva aluim &eifleid
asmed QFred usmiseaflgyw Gumrsluierey
DifleyenLweuTsennas BHeSTano, QFwemmned
Fagw QaELYSHHANOTE HTSTHMeN BFHd
s Qameteudled 2 eten HAgww, GBuraim
ST SEHW siFlsmalled HTEHHMS
gouGsd Bohsar. @omasuin BHS
i B BHS NS FOHUBS HW Gumrg
@CxCumei m @&m@m Bl 60 em 10 & (&
awbasrhess Gsusmig GmflLeombd. eraflgyd
StuglULL  Blemeemwsemen SallTha S
Gupodlenw BealarETe0 W(hHSSHIAITSHET (DMHDID
Sx6u60 allghEhTand FHlenpuiled 2_eiTen Fae0(HLD
aflenm 8l Garewmi GoiongLal JHHD
Gmmeurs WHUINHmBUD SHTENSEFQUSTES
@evemev. Gorrpilas woond CmrLnis (Roderick
and Roderik ) ammeusBuned 6B sOeum@m
Cprwnen@mw g OGprullal SHoiamwenuws
mauggluflal saurGaupy SigeueT SPGB S
Qaeneaicusm s OCpamigluemsg eafllmHLu
Il Lrissr. S18x50umey GMDBS FOUTHMSLI
Guuud plieurs 2 SHOWTESHST @bsuflerTsd
Sl o Huiea GFuiwUluBeusSujw
allpwuor Lrisei. eaefllgud sflwrer uulpd
Gupp Bseued QuiauTeni GheudlaTTed
SisuafiLwid BOLQumeums DieuTHeT aHlieHas
T LTI S,

FTTRAIL  WOHDID el & et o460 2004
Q1 gewiged QeuiwniulL grTwiFfuller Lig
&LB3 2000 Gw wrpsHHd @mBSH 2002 G
wrgw auenguilorenr @Iewi(® UL STe0SSaleN
mealw @redlugdled ydlenssmen serfled
QeaueMeup & WLHS HW Fal HTOSN
usafld & e g S0 &F F101D T 637
usalsEnd@Gwral  allembugmisal DiHsenaied
STOUULLSTS 6IHHHIS STLLUUL BaTeng.
@sarLral uTis@Gw BLHSH WHSHSHIN Fal
BTevsT eaigid ugealll Quuit GBprywrss
gapuuLt afllLrgd saL Hev FHSHTIUMEIS660
SBD &S oswwrea Geug Quwi &er

2 _uBwirfldasliul RIHLIumGS HITEBISHInIQUIHTH
2 etengl. @sar Usrrw  Hev  Bloieuetraised
WHmSSHIN ol HTEVST 6163 @ILD usailtl
GuumE P Hs ef(hULSHSHS STLIQITEILD
gL &le Blpouaimiseni WHD HleIdaL
@swpur’® mrevsi ( Clinical Fully Effective-
ness Librarian) eteingud womgaien dni ugmofliy
mrevai (Clinical Nursing Librarian) stetp
Quuwflguws &Aoo HipeueTRiGeT OmHSSHUTal
SLHTT ETeVsTEen aaim Quwiflgd Heo
@Lmisalled 2 g6l ETST (WDHSHieudaL
o _geflwmeni) (Assistant Librarian- Clinical
Support) eeip Quuflgd @By sLenwmHWEF
Gauiusujseflar ugalll GuuiTsenen  Us)Geum
Quuiraefier & o GaTuysF Qauigleiennimel.
aafgw SBearas @lpnueTsiIBefled O(HS STl
2 g6y [pmevair (Clinical Support Librarian)
aai @i useflll QUWHS & JIPloeney
BN SNHF QFGGBlaumaanssd Hrand
FalgWFSTH 2_6Tengl. DCHET @M W[HSHSHI
ol [EIVST elen (Qeoiml SawiLmed  Feo
@8l wmEHUmL augHwu prevsiser (Clini-
cal Medical Librarian) eaiiggnd Quwifeir &
QermisTauluGaiamn s alldySIDTTSHen.

wLHS SN aflehEnard Hled FrL Faemen
SiIgUUMLWLITESQETam(H meaudbdHwd Qeulsed
aargid (Evidence based) et ev & a5 Pt
£P Brs LHSHO el HTSTRT Yl
uml seflliunearg SIS PD 2 WIibHHSTES
@mUuugiL e, Rrwpur. @ ralufleomer
umi & ey i @i Sigu uenL ufled
G Aflwgrsaud, ausdlsamen upEIGUMTTSaD
GaenauwiTmHm Geusiry 2 efengl. FTLFlsemnen
SigUumLWUTEE QaTewiL meag sw
aflgh eprang gled (Evidence- based medicine)
Gerwretisefllal BrHTuisEns @ maud Blwd
Qsuwiyw Gurgk @GN ol efHLIGT 6l [HL 6T
QarTLi U gPubBH g pefen &TesHBled
BeL(penpulled o _sffel QMG (W puileomes
Spuieyaseflar  qpeo) QupuuLL 16 60 6V
W(HEHSHINNEL DIDILIOIESMEN DQUILIDL LUTSS
Garen@ (@uyrwisFfular NyHusaiseflar Lig)
STonend e1HHHN.

aig eiugQueland @HS WHSSIMNFL HITVST
R@ID cleMIQNE B(HSSHTNH L BITES6fed
GErwretisemend asuUGSHHIW GewpPur®
seflaiGurg FEUBHSULGW Vs Waalw
S aIE @QMBE uGSSns. salaio
@evmiensuiigd lallBsS wenL b SiuGBL
ueo Bl SWUQLULILL  Blen6uenLE W
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RECENT CHANGES IN THE 'G:ENERAL
EDUCATION PARADIGM OF SRI LANKA.

Pradeepa Wijetunge* and Prasanna Ranawecra**

ABSTRACT : General education is defined
by the Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka as
the formal education of children from pri-
mary to senior secondary stage ofjered
within the school system. In the early 1990s
several issues concerning general education
were identified by the stakeholders and the
National Education Commission was estab-
lished to advise the government on all edu-
cational issues. The commission prepared
the General Education Policy Reforms in
1996, and in 1997 a Presidential Task
Force was appointed to implement these
recommendations.

A key emphasis was laid by policy reforms
on teaching/learning paradigms of Sri
Lanka. Instead of the rote method and
teacher-centred learning towards an exam
oriented outcome, resource-based, student-
centred learning for life was highlighted.

Resource Based Learning is learning through
planned educational programmes that ac-
tively involve students in the effective use
of a wide range of appropriate print, non
print and human resources. Resource-based
education is recommended by the educators

in the global context in order to eliminate
the shortcomings of teacher-centred edu-
cation. Resource-based learning guides the
students to obtain information, and enable
them to develop independent learning skills
which are an essential prerequisite of life
long learning. Life Long Learning is from
pre-nursery.-to post-retirement - womb -to-
tomb learning. It is important because con-
tinuous learning is essential for survival in
a changing world.

To achieve the expected outcome of these
educational programmes qualitative and
quantitative resources should be available.
The resources may he books, journals, au-
dio video materials, computer hardware and
software, diskettes & CDs, guest resource
personnel, community & parents, teachers,
student made creations etc.

This paper will discuss in detail the recent
general education reforms with a special
emphasis on the changes introduced to
teaching/learning paradigms.

Key words: Education-Sri Lanka, Student
centred learning, Life long learning, Re-
source Based learning

1. Current School Education system of Sri Lanka
Figure 1 — Current School Education System

Figure | School System
Compulsory Basic Education
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Source: Ministry of Education (2004)
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o Senior Lecturer, National Institute of Library & Information Sciences, Uriversity of Colombo
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The above figure depicts the current school edu-
cation system of Sri Lanka. Grades 1-5 is
known as primary education and grades 6-9 is
known as junior secondary education. These are
the stages of compulsory basic education.
Grades 10-11 are senior secondary level while
grades 12-13 are known as collegiate level.

Sri Lankan education system is characterized
by 3 National Examinations conducted by the
Department of Examinations:

* Grade 5 Scholarship Examination,

* General Certificate of Education (Ordinary
Level ) examination, and

* General Certificate of Education (Advanced
Level) examination. (Ministry of Education
2004).

Sri Lankan Schools are classified into 4

types:

* Type 1AB schools with classes up tc grade
13 including A’ Level Science Strearn;

* Type 1C schools with classes up to grade 13
but without A’ Level science stream;

* Type 2 schools with classes up to grade 11
and

* Type 3 schools with classes up to grade 5.

In 2002 there were 9,829 government schools,
561 Pirivenas and 66 Private schools (Registered
before 1960) in Sri Lanka. Government schools
consist of 320 National schools managed by the
MOE and 9,509 Provincial schools, mana ged by
the Provincial Councils.

Inaddition to the Government Schools, there are
33 non-fee-levying government assisted Private
Schools and 33 fee levying autonomous Private
Schools. There is another category of English
Medium International Schools approved and reg-
istered by the Board of Investments, Sri LLanka.
The number of international schools which are not
controlled by the MOE has increased recently in
urban areas. In 2002 there were 4,027,075 stu-
dents and 186,999 teachers in 9,829 government

schools.

Sri Lanka recognizes education as a universal hu-
man right, in conformity with the Charter of the
United Nations. Sri Lanka also has endorsed the

’UN convention on the Rights of the Child and

sanctionzd the World Declaration on “Education
for all” which seeks t2 universalise elementary edu-
cation. Eradication of illiteracy is a guiding princi-
pal of the state policy and universal free education
has been. in practice in Sri Lanka since 1945 as a
result of this policy.

However an objective analysis of the achievements
of the past six decades indicated that the results
are unassuming. Didactic teaching and rote method
of learning characterized the education system of
Sri Lanka. Acquiring knowledge, skills and atti-
tudes necessary for successful living is not accen-
tuated. Studies have indicated that the efficiency
of present education system is at alow level. Out-
put has failed to fit into the work opportunities that
are available. There is a significant mismatch be-
tween education and employment. (National Edu-
cation Commission, 1997).

The failure of the output from the education sys-
tem to fit into the work opportunities available in
the country and their wirealistic ambitions in look-
ing for white-collar employment has resulted in high
levels of unemployment and under-employvment
among the educated youth.

This condition worsened when the government
policy changed from state sector dominated
economy to a private sector dominated economy.
This change of policy shifted the employment op-
portunities from the state sector to private sector.

The qualities and attributes that are most sought
after by the present labour market, other than book
knowledge are versatility and adaptability, confi-
dence to face challenges, a positive work ethics,
productivity and discipline, leadership ancl team
work and most impcrtantly communication skills.
These qualities, the prerequisites of the knowledge
society are reported to be lacking in many stu-
dents who complete the current educational
programmes. (Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 2001)
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2. Education policy reforms

In 1991, National Education Commission was
constituted with the mandate of advising the
government on overall education policy cover-
ing all aspects of education. Commission con-
ducted detailed studies on a variety of as-

pects of education and produced a series of
documents;

» Final report of the commission - 1992

* An action oriented strategy towards a
national education policy -1995

¢ National policy on general education -

. 1996

* National policy on university education -1996

* National policy on technical and vocational

education - 1996

National Education Commission identified a set
of overall National Goals and also prepared a list
of Educationally Relevant Goals, which are
derivatives of these overall national goals. It also
has identified a set of basic competencies, which
are essential for the attainment of educationally
relevant goals. These basic competencies are;

»  Competencies in communication
» Literacy
e Numeracy
*  Graphics
» Competencies relating to the environment
* Social environment
* Biological environment
* Physical environment
» Competencies relating to ethics and religion
* Competencies in play and use of leisure
» Competencies in learning to learn (National
Education Commission, 1995)

Three levels of achievement of these
competencies have been identified as follows;

Level One

* Limited awareness, implicit simplc; knowl
edge

* Some commitment as yet insecure
* Simple skill repertoires executed hesitantly

and error prone.

Level Two

* Greater awareness, larger significant
knowledge areas |

e  Enhanced commitment, more stable and
 secure

» The skill repertcires are executed more con
fidently and accurately with greater or less
discrimination. )

Level Three

+ Awareness linked with large knowledge sets

» Commitment tc oneself and society are se
cured and established |

» The set of skill repertoires is adaptively
routinised and one could extend them to re

fine the skill repertoires. (National Educa
tion Commission, 1995)

“ An action oriented strategy towards a national
education policy”” (National Education
Commission, 1995) presented the following five
significant policy areas, which fall within the gen-
eral education, which covers the school
education system f-om primary to senior sec-
ondary level;

« Extending educational opportunities

» Improving the quality of education

» Developing practical and technical skills
e Education and training of teachers

« Management of resource provision.

When this document was submitted to the Presi-
dent, a presidential. task force was appointed
to implement the policy recommendations in
1996, and 1997 was declared as the * Year of
Education Reforms™. While the “Action oriented
strategy towards a national education policy”
dealt with the general education of the country,
similar documents were prepared for higher
educaticn and technical and vocational
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education by two other groups of experts and 3. Changes in the education paradigm

similar task forces were appointed for the
implementation of the recommendations.

National Education Commission underiook a
major sectoral review on general education in ,
Sri Lanka againin 2002 with a view to as
certaining its current status and to plan
another phase in national education policy
reforms. There were three major components
of this study;

+ The situation analysis of the important as
pects of general education

» Evaluation of the effectiveness of the
implementation of reforms intro
duced in 1998 and

* Public consultation to obtain views aind pro
posals from the general public, institutions
and organizations. (National Education
Commission, 2004).

This study while endorsing most of the policy
reforms implemented, made several suggestions
to improve the quality of education further. Na-
tional Education Research and Evaluation Cen-
tre NEREC) of University of Colombo too has
carried out several studies from 2002 to 2004,
relevant to the implementation of policy reforms.

In the most recent publication on the Sri Lankan
education system by the World Bank (World
Bank 2005), all the above studies are
synthesised and the future path to be taken by
the Sri Lankan education authorities is spelt out.
Basically the original policy reforms are en-
dorsed while some analyses are provided for
the failure of slow implementation of some re-
forms.

In order to implement the policy recommenda-
tions, government of Sri Lanka sought aid from
foreign missions and the World Bank provided
credit for two major projects; General Educa-
tion Project (GEP) first and second phases and
the Teacher Education and Teacher Deployment
(TETD) Project. These projects will be briefly
discussed in a later section.

The following sections will describe the key
changes in the education paradigm of Sri Lanka,
brought about by the policy reforms.

3.1 Life Long Learning

Workplaces no longer provide a permanent job in
one place. Information age workers are expected
to fit in to a constantly changing work environ-
ment in which the nature of the jobs is consrantly
changing. Novices as well as experts are con-
fronted with comple:x tasks for which they have to
acquire new knowledge. “Beyond the basic skills
of reading, writing, and arithmetic, the citizen/
worker of the twenty-first century needs coraplex .
analytical skills. The technological tools of the In-
formation Age-compuiter networks, telecornmu-
nications systems, aind databases have put 2n un-
precedented volume of information at our finger-
tips. Yet how aware are we of what is available,
when to use it, and how to find out about it?
(Hancock, 1993).

Those who cannot or will not acquire this new
knowledge so that they can adapt to the changing
work and social environments, will gradually per-
ish. A country as a whole, which does not
recognise this need for continuous learning of its
citizens, will be a failed nation.

The challenge every country has to face is how to
become a learning scciety and ensure that its” citi- -
zens have opportunities to gain new knowledge.
Economies and socizties are increasingly knowl-
edge based and every citizen should be encour-
aged to continue learning throughout their lives,
not just in the school. (G8, 1999).

Education systems and institutions must take seri-
ously the challenges of the Information Age. This
includes restructuring the learning process to re-
flect the use of inforrriation in the real world, chang- -
ing the role of the teacher from presenter of pre-
fabricated facts to facilitator of active learning, and
including the library/media specialist as a collabo-
rator in curriculum planning for effective use of in-
formation resources. (Hancock, 1993)
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3.2 Student Centred Learning

“Student-centred learing is where students; work
in both groups and individually to explore prob-
lems and become active knowledge workers
rather than passive knowledge recipients” (Harmon
& Hirumi, 1996). Rather than the teacher being
the “gatekeeper” of information, the students con-
struct their learning by actively seeking their own
information. In fact, teachers become more the
“guides on the sides” helping the students to ac-
cess, organize and transfer information to find an-
swers to real life problems. As Harmon and Hirumi
(1996) point out, “Teachers become guides and
mentors helping students access, interpret, orga-
" nize and transfer knowledge to solve authentic
problems, while students gain expertise not only
in the content area being studied, but also in learn-
ing”. Students do not merely regurgitate the infor-
mation; they leamn how to learn through discovery,
inquiry, and problem solving.

Why the change to this new form of learning? It
seems that the teacher-centred textbook-based
learning wasn’t cutting it in our ever-changing, in-
formation rich, global society. “Rapidly changing
political, social, and economic environments often
made textbooks and articles outdated soon after
they were published” (Cook, J. & Cock, L.,
1998). i.e. the fall of the USSR changed the world
maps, as we know them. History was being made
on adaily basis. Imagine having to teach Gzogra-
phy and World History using the textbooks
adopted prior to that major shift. Many of our stu-
dents used those outdated and obsolete textbooks
to learn World History and Geography. The
teacher disseminates that information whereas the
students passively listen. In the end, what has the
child learned? Obsolete, verbal information re-
motely regurgitated on some sort of multiple-
choice exams. If the child actively sought out the
most recent information including the most recent
maps of the New World Order, he/she would have
learned how to find the right information and with
the process of discovery he/she would have
learned to use higher level thinking skills such as
analysis, synthesis and evaluation to disseminate
the information to his/her fellow classmates. (Kim,
1997).

Why is it necessary to make the shift frorn the
teacher-centred model of teaching to student-
centred? All the key elements for student-centred
learning are necessarv work place skills today. The
key elements are; ‘

*  Problem-solving

* Teamskills

* Learning howto learn

*  Continuous improvement

* Interdisciplinary krowledge

» Interacting and processing information

« Technology integral learning (Cook & Cook,
1998)

Whereas, the teacher-centred model focuses on

 Facts

 Individual effort

e Passing the test

»  Achieving the grade

e Individual courses

« Receiving information

» Technology separate from learning (Cook &
Cook., 1998).

Sri Lankan schools are a far cry from what the
employers of the country is requiring of its work-
ers. The education systems and the employment
sector need more co-ordination, otherwise there
will be a deficit of skilled workers entering the
workforce. “In many cases, employees educate
and re-educate themselves in order to keep up
with the demands of new technologies and the
knowledge rich society”(Cass, G. & Csete, J,
1995). Even though student-centered learning may
not be the cure for all the ailing education system,
itis a step in the right direction by aligning skills
from the workplace and using it in the classroom

setting, ‘
In order to bring student-centred learning to the
classroom, a systemiic shift needs to take place.
“Schools need to be organized around the work
of kids instead of the work of teachers...”
(Thornburg, 1995). If the school system. sup-
ports student - centred learning, meaning the
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administration isn’t just throwing the “guide on the
side” phrase around, that is half the battle. (Kim
1997). .

Another shift needs to come from the teachers
themselves. “Student-centered learning demands
that not only that teachers are experts in their fields
but also- and more importantly- that they under-
stand how people learn” (Jordan & Spencer,
1999). In many cases, teachers are on “auto-pi-
lot” when they teach a unit of instruction, mzaning
they have taught it this way for years there is no
reason to change now. How many teachers really
think about how students learn when they teach a
unit? Some are just content to assign students a
chapter to read or a worksheet to complete with-
out consideration for the learner.

Sri Lankan General Education Policy reforms,
recommend, “Education will be child-centred,
not teacher-centred. The emphasis will be on
developing child’s mind, skills, attitudzs and
abilities. The elements of Guided Play, Activity
and Deskwork will be incorporated into three
key stages (Grades 1 & 2, 3 & 4 and 5) of

primary education. (Presidential Task Force
1997) '

3.3 Resource Based Learning

Resource based learning is a planned educa-
tional program that actively involves students in
the effective use of a wide range of appropriate
print, non-print and human resources. RBL is
based on many methods and concepts.

Resource-based learning programs that foster
it-counteracts the information dependency cre-
ated by traditional schooling, where students
must rely on the teacher to dispense informa-
tion. It requires active learning. Students take
more control of their learning, and the tzacher
is freed from the role of omniscient expert. Yet
the teacher becomes more important in the role
of facilitator of interaction at the small-group or
individual level. The final product of resource-
based learning is usually a paper, presentation
or exit performance. Regardless of where and
how information literacy skills are acquired, they
are applicable in any school, play, or work situ-

ation. . (Hancock, 1993).

Resourcez-based learning accommodates varied
interests and ability levels. Students don’t need
to read exactly the same materials on the same

Jtopic when they are identifying their own ap-
proaches to a themnie or topic of study. When
teachers encourage students to do their ovn re-
search, students take responsibility for their
learning, and they retain more of the informa-
tion they have gathered for themselves. .
(Hancock, 1993)

Following are some of the features of resource-
based learning:

» Students acti?e]yparticipatein&eir learning;

» Learning experiences are planned based on
instructional objectives;

* Learning strategies and skills are idehtiﬁf:d and
taught within the context of relevant

» and meaningful units of study;.

o A wide variety of resources is used;

» Locations for learning vary;

o Teachers employ many different instructional
techniqﬁes;

o Teachers act as fzcilitators of learning, con
tinuously guiding, monitoring and evaluzting
student progress;

e Teachers work together to implement re
source-based learning across grade levels and
subject areas.

RBL has a strong relationship to Inquiry Learn-
ing, Project- Based Learning and Problem-
Based Learning. Further it provides opportuni-
ties for practicing the information literacy skills
and critical-thinking skills necessary to deal with
the explosion of information that is available at
our fingertips. RBL is student-centred and al-
lows students to discover knowledge for them-
selves. Teacher and Teacher librarians are only
facilitators and guides.
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3.4 Project Based Le‘ai‘ning

A project is an in-depth investigation of a topic
worth learning more about. The investigation is
usually undertaken by a small group of children
within a class, sometimes by a whole class, and
occasionally by an individual child. The key fea-
ture of a project is that it is a research effort
deliberately focused on finding answers to ques-
tions about a topic posed either by the children,
the teacher, or the teacher working with the
children. The goal of a project is to learn more
about the topic rather than to seek right answers
to questions posed by the teacher. (Katz, 1994).

Project based learning is a model for teaching.
It involves an in-depth study and investigation
of a real world topic or problem. Students use
knowledge from several disciplines to develop
realistic products. Teachers use the
“constructivist” approach by allowing the stu-
dents to construct their own knowledge as they
work. A key characteristic of project-based
learning is that the project does not focus on
learning about something. It focuses on doing
something,

Students engaged in project-based learning (PBL)
activities “work in groups to solve challenging
problems that are authentic, based, and often
interdisciplinary” (McGrath, 2003). Project-based
learning is a component of an inquiry-based ap-
proach to learning,

A classic project-based learning activity usually
involves 4 basic elements: (1) an extended time
frame; (2) collaboration; (3) inquiry, investigation,
and research; and finally, (4) the construction of
an artifact or performance of a consequential task.
Within this basic framework, students and teach-
ers can adapt activities to showcase and assess
understanding.

Why teach with projects?

*  Students become naturally motivated because
they feel that the project is meaningful.

* The project actively engages all students.

* Students feel ownership of project.

*  Students enjoy leamning as they are given the
opportunity to “construct” their own knowl
edge as they develop their project. ‘

* Develops teamwork.

* Improves higher order thinking skills.

» Students focus on an end project (goal ori
ented).

*  Students enjoy learning.

* Students learn through failure as well as suc
cess.

e Raise student achievement.

Junior stage of education, which includes grades
6-9 in Sri Lanka, will consist elements of prac-
tical work and work on small projects. Activity
rooms will be established in schools where stu-
dents learn by doing things by themselves using
simple tools and learning simple techniques.
Practical work, assignments and project reports
have been made a compulsory element in the
senior stage (Grades 11-13) of the education
as well. (Presidential Task Force 1997).

3.5 Problem Based Learning

Problem-based learning (PBL) is an educational
approach that challenges students to “learn to
learn”. Students work cooperatively in groups to
seek solutions to rezl-world problems and more
importantly, to develop skills to become self-di-
rected learners. Here, the goal of problem-based
learning is viewed as learning for capability rather
than learning for the sake of acquiring knowledge.
PBL is unique in its integral emphasis on core con-
tent along with problem solving. Within the con-
text of reading in the PBL classroom, learning thus
becomes much more than the process of mere
knowledge seeking. Students develop critical
thinking abilities by ccnstantly relating what they
read to what they waat to do with the information.

- They question the writer’s assumptions and ana-

lyze information presented, all within the context
of finding answers to “'What can I do with this in-
formation?” and “What does understanding this
mean to me?” (Ngeow, 2001)
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4. Significance of the School Library in the
changing education paradigms

All the above education paradigms, move: away
from the traditional chalk and talk method of
teaching/learning and lay a considerable empha-
sis on teaching/learning resources. In order to
implement the new education paradigms, school
library or the school library resource centre
becomes an essential element. The policy mak-
ers did not ignore this fact. When the World
Bank projects were designed, development of
school libraries in Sri Lanka received extensive
support. While itis not the intention of this pa-
per to discuss in detail the school library devel-
opment project supported by the World Bank,
it is suffice to mention the identified problems
of the Sri Lankan school library system and the
key activities implemented to overcome: these
problems.

4.1 Second General Education Project
(GEP2)

This project started in 1997 and expected to be
completed in October 2005. Total project value
is US$ million 70. The objectives of the GEP2 are
to improve the quality, access, management and
financing of existing education programs, and to
increase education’s responsiveness to economic
needs and reducing poverty. There are nine com-
ponents of this project;
*  Curriculum development, which prepares a
strategy to implement a sequential and cycli
cal curriculum in all subjects for grades 1-9,
improves curriculum management, and trains
teachers;
» Textbooks/educational publications, which
improves textbook content and physical con
dition, allows re-use and a multiple textbook

option, increases private sector printirig, and -

continues private sector delivery;

* School facilities rationalization, which in
creases equitable and cost-effective alloca-
tion of educational facilities and libraries;

*  Quality inputs, which supplies educational ma
terials and equipment matching the curricu
lum for elementary and junior high schools;

» Libraries compcnent, which provides books,
equipment, furniture, and training for staff in
library managerrent;

Education management and planning, which
upgrades planning capacity and develops na

“"tional, provincial, and institutional plans,
strengthens quality assurance and financing
mechanisms, and defines policies and lines of
authorities; .

Education financing, which implements a for
mula to improve resource allocation, trains
staff, and allocates management tools and
equipment;

Impact analysis studies; and

Project coordination (World Bank 1997)

°®

4.1.1 Libraries component of GI.P2

According to asurvey carried out by the Ministry
of Education (MOE) in 1995, out of 8179 schools
(excluding schools in North-East Province), 70%
did not have school li braries. Several other signifi-
cant issues also were: identified by the survey;

+ Lack of adefined policy on school libraries

» Inadzquate management infrastructure to ad
minister public and school libraries and ab
sence of adesignated officer with librarianship
qualifications or experience within the MOE
to be responsible for school libraries.

. Lack of awareness of the significance of read
ing habit, among; teachers.

e Lack of space for school libraries, either per
manent or temporary.

»  Poor quality of library material

« Lack of use of IT or other modern technolo
gies inschool libraries

«  Poorly trained or untrained library staff

» Poor image of the library staff which has led

* to lack of support to the library by the princi-

pal or teachers. (Project Implementation Plan,
1996)

As akey activity of the Libraries Component of

GEP2, School Library Development Unit (SLDU)

was established withir the MOE with the fcllow-

ing mandlates;
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*  Development of policies for school library sec-
tor

* Development of 4000 libraries in selected
schools throughout the country, which includes
construction of new libraries and renovation
of existing libraries.

* Provision of books (reference sources, supple
mentary reading and light reading), furniture
and equipment to these libraries.

* Development of reading habit through “Books
in School”

* Development of library management skills of
the MOE and provincial administrators

 Development of library staff

+ Establishment of the National Institute of Li-
brary & Information Sciences (Project imple-
mentation Plan, 1996)

4.2 Teacher Education and Teacher
Deployment (TETD) Project

This project commenced in 1996 and was
expected to be completed in October 2005. To-
tal project value is US$ million 79.3. The objec-
tives of the Teacher Education and Teacher De-
ployment Project, based on policy initiatives agreed
between the government and IDA over the past
year, are to improve the quality, cost-effectiveness
and coverage of education in Sri Lanka. The
project consists of the following components;

* Rationalization of teacher deployment;

* Rationalization of structure and organization
of teacher education;

* Upgrading of teacher education prograinmes;

*  Strengthening of staff and management;

*  Strengthening and upgrading of the teacher
training institutions;

*  Strengthening the management of teacher train
ing institutions;

* Studies and monitoring; and

* Project coordination. (World Bank, 1996)

Seventeen National Colleges of Educations
(NCOESs) were developed with the project aid to

provide pre-service ¢ducation for teachers. It was
planned io introduce, in each of these colleges,
Library and Information Science with the objec-
tive of catering to the staff requirements of 4000
libraries developed wader GEP2 and to train tzach-
ers to support the student-centred resource based
education system, which is being emphasised by
the policy reforms. At present all NCOEs offer a
general module in LIS for student teachers while
three NCOE:s offer LIS as a major subject.

5. Summary

General zducation is defined by the Minisiry of
Education, Sri Lanka as the formal education
of children from prirnary to senior secondary
stage offered within the school system. This
general education system was characterized by
didactic teaching ancl rote method of learning
for a long period. Ir 1995 ¢ An action oriented
strategy towards a national education policy”
prepared by the National Education Corumis-
sion preseznted five significant policy areas, which
fall within the general education.

A significant emphasis was laid by policy re-
forms on changing tzaching/learning paradigms
of Sri Lanka so that cur students are equipped
with the knowledge, skills and attitudes essen-
tial for the 21st century workplace. Instead of
the rote method and teacher-centred learning
towards an exam-oriented outcome, resource-
based, student-centrzd learning for life was high-
lighted.

Major paradigm shift was the emphasis on Life
Long Learning, Student Centred Learning, Re-
source Based Learning, Project based Lzarn-
ing and Problem Based Learning

In order to implement these new education para-
digms, school library or the school library resource
centre becomes an essential element. Taking this
fact in to consideration, when the World Bank
projects were designed, development of school
libraries in Sri Lanka was given extensive support
under the Library component of GEP2 and Up-
grading of teacher education programs of Teacher
Education and Teacher Deployment Project.
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“E) Con. 32 National Reading Month October - 2005
Winners of the Essay Competition (English Medium)

Age Group Place Name of the winner Prize

08-11 1% Place R.Donnavan Rs. 10,000.00
08-11 2% Place Deshani Gunathilake Rs. 750000
08-11 3 Place H.A.Shehani “Rs.  5,000.00
12-15 1% Place Udani Sheshadri Kottearachchi Rs. 15,000.00
12-15 2% Place Hiyanthi Peiris Rs. 10,000.00
12-15 3 Place Himeshi Praveeni De Silva Rs.  7,500.00
16-19 1* Place Hashini Viranga Abeywickrama Rs. 20,000.00
16-19 2% Place Manilka Liyanage Rs. 15,000.00
16-19 3 Place M.S.Shafak Ahamed Rs. 10,000.00
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