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News

Following training programmes were conducted by the National Library and Documentation
Services Board during January — June 2006. -

Theme

Cataloguing and Classification
(School Library)

Library Management
(Public Library)

Library Management
(Public Library)

Reading Promotion and Library
Usage

Place and Date

Kegalle Zonal Education
Office from 16-18 March
2006 '

Wayamba Training Centre
Wariyapola from 18-20
May 2006

Wayamba Training Centre
Wariyapola from 18 May
2006

Hapitigama College of

Education from 16-18 June

2006

Participation

45 Teacher Librarians
in Kegalle Zonal Education

37, Public Librarians in North
Western Province

23, Community Development
Officers in North Western
Province

200 trainers were participated

Two workshops on preservation of manuscripts, books and other printed materials were held at
the NLDSB from 08%— 10% March 2006 and 24% —26% May 2006 for some selected library staff of
public libraries and other libraries.

Under the Tsunami Library Development Programme, the NLDSB conducted the training
programmes for upgrading Tsunami affected libraries & their services. Sri Lanka Library Association
(SLLA) and National Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS) were jointly supported for

conducting these programmes.
Theme

Public Library Management

School Library Services
Organisation

Public Library Management

Library Services Organisation

Place and Date

National Library Auditorium
from 06™ — 08" April 2006

National Institute of Library
and Information Sciences
(NILIS) from 03" — 05*% May
2006.

National Library Auditorium
from 037-05% May 2006

National Library Auditorium
from 08%-10* May 2006

Participation

Librarians of Public Libraries
in Western and Southern
Province

School Librarians

Librarians of the North and
Eastern Province

(Tamil Medium)

Library Assistants of the
Public Libraries

(Sinhala Medium)
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Library Management National Library Auditorium Other Library Staffexcept Public
17%-18% May 2006 and School Libraries

Library Services NILIS Library Assistants of the

Organisation from 25%-26% May 2006 North and Eastern Province

The programme of donating library furniture for the Tsunami affected Libraries which was sponsored
by the NLDSB has donated more than one millions worth of furniture sets among nine (09) libraries within
first six month of the year 2006. The libraries such as Panadura Wellabada Branch Library, Beruwela
Maradana Branch Library, Kathaluwa Public Library of Hirewatta Branch Library - Ambalangoda, Komari
Public Library - Pothuvil, Vinnaulai Public Library — Pothuvil, Addalachchenei Public Library —
Addalachchenei, Oluvil Public Library and Nawaladi Branch Library. Chairs, Tables, Book Racks, Book
Cabinets, Veranda Chairs and Newspaper Racks were included for a furniture set.

NLDSB under it’s library grading programme has upgraded nine (09) School Libraries as the
grade one libraries. The list of libraries are as follows. -

*
L4
*
¢
.
¢
.
*
.

Mayurapada Central College Library, Kurunegala
Ibbagamuwa Central College Library, Ibbagamuwa
Sandalankawa Central College Library, Sandalankawa
S.W.R.D.Bandaranayake National School Library, Kuliyapitiya
D.S.Senanayake College Library, Colombo 08

Royal College Library, Colombo 07

Hindu College Library, Bambalapitiya

Bandaranayake Central College Library, Gampaha

Sri Parakramabahu National School Library, Nikaweratiya

Rs. 2.26 million worth of books were donated during the first 6 month of the year 2006 by the
NLDSB.

¢ School Libraries - 60
¢ Public Libraries - 146
¢ Pirivena Libraries - 53
¢ Other Libraries - 120

To the mark of the 58" Independence Day of Sri Lanka, the NLDSB has conducted an exhibition
namely “Independence in Sri Lanka” from 21% — 28" February 2006. There was a large number of
books, periodical articles and other information about the Independence in Sri Lanka at the exhibition.

NLDSB has conducted another programme of promoting National Library and it’s services among
the researchers and academic staff at the Open University of Sri Lanka on 05* May 2006.
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Pirivena Library Day

To mark the Pirivena Library Day (1% Tuesday of June), the NLDSB conducted a seminar for
pirivena librarians on 6™ June 2006 at the NLDSB auditorium. There were 68 participants at this

seminar.

A workshop on National Union Catalogue was held on 13% June 2006 at the National Library and
Documentation Centre (NLDC). The main objective of this workshop is to resolve the technical problems
encountered in sending data to the National Union Catalogue by subscribing libraries. Librarians of 20
subscribing libraries were participated at this workshop.

The Sri Lanka Library Association conducted the National Conference on Library and Information
studies (NACLIS) on 29" June 2006 at the BMICH, Colombo. The chief guest in the inauguration ceremony
was Mr.Preethi Perera, Secretary General, Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO.

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sri Lanka Library Association was held on 30" June
2006 at the BMICH, Colombo. Hon D.M.Jayarathne, Minister of Post Telecommunications and Udarata
Development was the chief guest.

¢ President - Ms. Dilmani Warnasooriya

¢  President Elect - Mr.Piyadasa Ranasinghe

¢  VicePresident - Ms. Premila Gamage

¢ General Secretary - Ms.GM.de Silva

¢ Assistant Secretary - Ms. H.N.K.Dissanayake

¢  Treasurer - Mr.Anton Nallathamby

¢  Education Officer - Ms.Shivanthi Weerasinghe

¢ Assistant Education Officer - Mr.W.Sunil

¢ Publication officer - Ms.Lilamani Amarasekera

¢  Information and Public - Mr. K.G.S.Gunathilaka
Relations Officer

The conference of directors of National Libraries in Asia and Oceania (CDNLO) and the Nineteenth
General Conference of the congress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL) was held from 26% -30%

March 2006 in Manila, Philippines. Mr.W.S Punyawardana, Deputy Director of the NLDSB participated
the conference.
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“Information Literacy is the ability to access,
evaluate and use information from a variety of
sources’
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“To be information literate, a person must be
able to recognise when information is needed
and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use
effectively the information needed. Ultimately
information literate people are those who have
learned how to learn. They know how to learn
because they know how information is
organised, how to find information, and how
to ues information in such a way that others
can learn from them.” (www.ala.org)

HedDess daaesd (Christine Bruce) D83 dBemz 9

/ 5227 0RO OB emIdndt eIRdmIDecd

D erds Lot 588 w3 1. O, emdxndt
525865 WEEM, 8O WEIRD, GEHIE
2DESEDN, @2HICRST WWEIRDN I c3VBED NI
olelarS 108

eSS @393 WICODE D® YLOEeWR) By
wdm gO3D) v B8O glecwrDSS I
8em300es &&Ex 1990 € o €8 »d g
(Eisenberg and Berkowitz). ©® 8wdd e serm
e300 @S 88 .

1. Task Definition - »® 38w @90
HBEDOH» 8 O(BO® - OO emIdndi
ED@BID NI O ) BINEED HI®
B8e® e3>

2. Information Seeking Strategies - @53t
wedven p»e@rsIusy g@mna B,
5990 Buwm mSren I DD exICmSt
Oy &R geIw

3. Locate & Access - g0®s et &S
e300 g2 OB 19 eI g’ J
1676510

4. Information Use - 6238207 9853 (Besd®,
BOesimdena) '

5. Synthesis - e5id5dr e-eFeEBEn
(3.8 833 9ESesrss BE®)

6. Evaluation - e:090 @(o3® (S99 3w
) ©eLDBEH DB W 88de Fvd®)

9D ©EMs’ gD W BESBe® € ednd
EBE DSV 3 B 8IDVEWRO eRIeHT
D8 8 33, O, 8 BEwzs etn YOS
@ demens Bude®@x 62050 ©F Damazo
g2y @amazmn, ey 89 ¥I8w gregedss O Yrogeds
FeIes0w BEre e ehmd adedd) 3o 2S
B BT LW IEW 60IenT 6esi3s 958 S
®D 3. o® ©gwr FRROM Y O,
DEBE, amEs 08Dme 3 B edendn
38 . e §08ewd (Penny Moore) ggemnesc



27 920 @@ 1/2 @35 2006 S038-028 / getfE-¢§28

17

250 886e® wBw, yEm B8e® 8wID ¢
O8> groded® »S3ID HIO ©ogDw
BSImSeHO gD®ms 65050 633 3red
F3DBWO gmuD®S 6d.

eOHE DI OIS eI FORBEIE DD
DO 30230 2B €290 eI GRI OBV
@DHE 0. ¢ HEHMICDR S des O
OePe® 8580 ®rdwss, BOD wedw & meDesarwsic
e 62 BIO Drgwsis. m0¢, YOSO g HOS
23632290 w T & OO e8RS G153¢ Wi O €5t
0200 SR gydoRem s’ 0 8w ehm ©dmewsd
603 BRI BV S WEED DSDHW 298
BV Orgwnics. 1987 Ddwed T wiedr’ mEm0y
(Carol Khulthau) 883 ¢ e wedwes
8wDd ©czst 99 & & Buwdded € ©0dmad ©e3D2
B0 EEDeD1st 332D ©200 BB €5. GO 3P
OBE wardccsst eend es8ecse enwzss 2EDH S
3063006 § gOBF0H e BOBLS 855305 €8S
@303 WD) EICHST ©EI ©5F 856 HOBE
30008 BnOERSS ¢ 88D BEER EA&.

oot 6Dy 60CT 6923850 W7 Zedwedsd
N BSDw ¢ Oetd 62O ® Ga¥ecIemwO B
eg> s 6@ ¢ YOO DB weIDI grm.
»0g a0 SO (Brenda Derwin) »®
o000t Bex0egD8us D&Y ¢ vEewW 60T
©E30090 W) GOS0 BEDR D ozmdcs BrycszS sy
Besmd 6 . & Y BESHWIRBITSS 60T
@303 DE B IVDmIEE emISHST FD®WIIO
@SS IO Den/eres e3md S IS 0 DS
DD e8RS gd esEmdes mDeSES Mg 6HB)
O® e0m0w 300 HEDVD/BuwdRO gD®1 eI8dt
G TR0 gednmIRIdes »Oyn »¢ GRS

©28036E PR BIODO gegsd emadndt
3B DIDSIND 2FuIt®m B nE
@m0 R DAY ZAE ¢IBDBIDIZS
Beedm) >, 0e®2 ® QSOSIHO DS ety
9w 3De® 2® g BRI, 3e8RWIDES
) QSO I FeMIBNS BWEDID DEDDS
BEROSS 6®® DDesDnBY Vet SRS O .
J e3¢0 EEwns 6503t g1 wmd g 8wz’
e®enNwWd® 363E @186l ® DORO e esgnsyd
WS .

©2eE8 ©®est Bigm gisemed 8 geom® 0
P®(O® 2§ wDBed € emadndr ©1wS5ID
6D emITHIT WELBERDI QSO 7 BBy
D83 DdRBcs S BDe® gO®152:00 o® 379D D200
(g 00, O8O enfemID st a®ied Bug
V2005 Seo 20D 637® BB ¥ eSS WEED?

Ddmw mS BI® ednedn DRI D
£3@3e5c3zs Geedzied WE . 6® e3ed DSVHW
23 BI3 o WEIRDI 0D ¢z PB 8 DeIwnd
DS OD.

emI0J( 5IBIDID BB BEOReWR
37 WEEDI B3 RCWBEH

* 5O e20Sr FD@EIID Dederd erenidED
NEI OO NPV

* & escenr gDOBDD eI H®Ienw e
OIS

*  Oetd 5O emISnd FO®IDID @ HS®D 2
=88 890 Ddved YrRig S 6wi®) ded
O(Bw0d, OB T gaddm, OBAB® 09
2882 ISR YRIHOEZT 9O L@
oreess 888 e»Idmdr eI OB e®
2R30D (£3089:0 @2 HSBO, SO
©e3 e3S® ©E30wI OB T 6E@e3)

* D@ IO @I O A SO s
8Ede aDedIRw (D18m, Bdn, @, OB~
£3®) ) PEERIIEJIB2 ®IS)

* sletzenun 8¢ BSe® & e
£3720836® 283D

* 502 wedues ¢S 0Idmeds e2Buwid (638
D, s8menz g8 F98cs)

* DRI gyee emIdndl medwes 2)® (Search
Strategies) ©0 208531 BSOS e n® (Re
trieval Strategies) wgz0 ©(3® «¥®
BOSR e 8 wedsen ®18® ewigd oSO
(669 IR 638, 3O HI I PO
20@008 8 eIt Br0denw 3
N Be® nBwad)

* 550 28B8mden HO IDmew »HBwId
(3@ au» @8w 88de gDeFTwW)

*  sdelduen emIdndt G N DO
HEI NBO - 0851 HeDBEHW, BIVW
Pt €5, csPYR 3020 6®eencd® ogcs

*  FO®1 et ®RED S eend BOesss S AN
O B6® B30

* DO ®xs csewds ®3eHB e0xST

85386Demw B8e® 928300 #0 BSeszBe®

NI

CI®SS e DdeEB e B3e® enSud

eICHGIDR BODHIID, grg D &8

O1€n BEDE Fr»mBe® e Rd £3e) eISAL

®edDee 5§udBed 2 »@1 e2nd® e38dm

¢ c35¥m DOMIeD S O®

*  @ODSBY 99 @B 38 OOE azmDesd,
S @0ec? & Eegay @ IO
BODBD OOE BlIimdeny wd ©Be®
N3O

*




18

27 92 e08® 1/2 @ 2006 8200:8-8307 / gogfc-45

*  gememmess e50d FO®IDIO es((e8 ™3
OB @ F1B3e® esEDI &m &Y

* @O 62050 O M B UDP
g1mEs 9 aseSO 3w BV eI
wSen 988w’ B8e® 02w

* 620085087 e 3ED 0 HO1ED HSTEO
0 358EeDED gD®s GINdwD 9 ES8e®
B0 (Eer: SOV eEes eesdesOSoss
®Res)

* 950 yetmmE 8w, dDied Dz 9 SO
D& R eg DO eesDI EENE gDeRIVwW
(620 : axind sudmme 831® et3des wdest |
emIC5 3T I ®(Be® H (B3I &g
UDPTO)

* 053G G OBV gDRL OB IG
DIND EERNG DRI

* @@ og, Be@ o (Keywords) EE€ae
2DeRTV I 09IBI IO

* 589 eEd 8F6® I oo deued
N3O

*  acwed e Ble® 8D e ©290
esD5¥Ee® 253D

*  emidmnd aven mOo(Be® & DELI®
BB, 38S2@w 690 3050w OE BEDe
gDeINS (669 : IR B0 BBw)

* emidndr wiIdmew & Eom @By
836330V BBV EEDe #DeDIWS

* 60501 GRI ©®Bed®E ®iIdmed & i
©IIS el T eSS 09 BBHBeDE
DITNBEHWI I OB F1adws EERe
oo (b enm 9Dmw, et sem® oo
FBDSHEB Gregedst eSSt @I ®BIH)
3329303 03 D DHBIE ©wIEI) OO
emICRCT BB BB 8 F29I3803) HOE
880 500, Bagzem 1dmew 88
QDR 0 »ITehn comden NIDDed
DEBD ¢ B3 ymed.

*  &E00® YOReWR) 6L PeEBOD Pemz
o(B® [Information Skills in the School
(2000)]

QD (Y eSS WEED Brx ne DD
B8ed § 2000 Jmm wow Be®@x ¢, Sms
P TIO® O ewdsmI BBe®x¥e, Dww WO
ggre o888 wdom Omnd »e®»ImSenc
Be®sig, Burndsiect 8D gomses BEDrenccd
e3e0es Ee®T €30 Bers 2je3azmaden® SO e3en3cs
Be®s 9t HEPDIRIREROSewmd es®end
8342 gL BEs T Iz D sy,

e®® ReE»d B ne 28dme BV wdt
GEBDIEIBES 2 @D 12F D= emISmdt

e30253S 0 D(DEDNST eI EOD O BSe®

2 DB 6P WG Y DO OEHT D

om0, ¥ & vrxdver Dwed POV oD
geSe 9000 On dPved BBed wiSw
cOmed D 9D edi® NV, 856 IR
OO @ 60t gD®1®I 35SIBed §
6535381 938D 8 TS DO B (S O
2DeRIV) SO BO, Oetd® emISHCT 2IODES &
e85t 988uxm BEe® BeynrDg OVemzIO
6D eI PDE gDV 0 B W,

|, @ICRCT HEATIDV B &5z D& PO s®aeseszss
q@zz%mdé@@ 591650 0D gmd, & g
62881 HECIB 6Ees . 0D e VRO 888
D8Rmw® S BB ¢y emICRST WEEH RO
aBe82 Do 6. emICHS WBED?I 88y
BEOEWS wWDED gANIEDHND 6wIPOD gnd,
S8z} DL OB BB W BBBEOD v BOY
. 9eon® o FwrdGedd & BEwd Suw
SednwmO B8 698 B Werywaio Bue®
POOPDE 8 aere O 882 IR WEED)
D8Qmw BE® OV HB PRI WS wIed g
GORL OB G>.

2 OBIO

American Library Association Web site. Available at
www.ala.org

Information Skills in the School (2000) Sydney: NSW
Department of Educaiton

International Encyclopaedia of Information and Li-
brary Science.

e5cseBes, 8@ (2003): es®esz3 32620 pevy® (Resource
Based Learning ; Sri Lanka lerary Review Vol. 17
pp. 9-15

Jayasuriya, Sumana (2001): The Role of the Teacher
Librarian; Sri Lanka Library Review pp. 9-17

Moore, Penny (2000) Towards Information Literacy :
One School’s Journey; Wellington: New Zealand Coun-
cil for Educational Research

Yapa, N.U. (1999) The Role of the Librarian in the
Modern Information Society Sri Lanka Library Review

pp. 1-11



27 &2 eDO® 1/2 zdEaecs 2006 S2038-

T N

387 / gocfc-oS

I E SNy FATR

'Pradeepa Wijetunge and "Uditha Alahakoon

ABSTRACT :Information literacy (IL) is the ability
to identify, locate, evaluate, organize and effectively
create, use and communicate information to address
an issue or a problem. It is a basic human right to
lifelong learning. Information itself is becoming a
transforming strategic resource of the emerging in-
formation society. Without information literacy, the
information society will not be able to achieve its full
potential. Therefore, the concept and practice of in-
formation literacy must be promoted from an early
age among the school going children. Information
literacy is more relevant for the developing nations
to enable themselves to bridge the growing info-di-
vide between the developed and the developing
nations. In this context, a regional workshop was
organized by National Institute of Library and infor-
mation Science (NILIS) to create awareness of in-
formation skills for learning among the participants
from South and Southeast Asian countries.

Empowering Eight (E8), an Information Literacy
Model was developed at this workshop organized
jointly by IFLA-ALP and the NILIS of Sri Lanka.
There were participants representing ten South and
Southeast Asian countries. The objective of the
workshop was to enhance the resource-based learn-
ing in these countries by sensitizing the participants

to Information Literacy, which as a concept has not
taken roots in majority of the countries in the region.
When a plethora of IL. models are already available,
one may question why the wheel is being re-invented.
Re-inventing the wheel or developing another model
is essential because of the composite culture and
local conditions in these countries. If an existing
model used in a developed country is imposed, it
would be difficult for the stakeholders to understand
the philosophical roots behind the model. Therefore,
the workshop participants, throughout five days
worked from identifying the need of IL through com-
parison of different models to building the E8 to suit
the local needs of the region.

This paper will discuss in detail the Empowering 8
model and its application and implementation in the
Sri Lankan context.

Key words: Information literacy,
Empowering 8

1. Introduction

1.1 Libraries component of GIEP2

According to a survey carried out by the Ministry of

Education (MOE) in 1995, out of 8179 schools (ex-

cluding schools in North-East Province), 70% did

not have school libraries. Several other significant

issues also were identified by the survey and these

1 2
Director National Institute of Library & Information Science, University of Colombo Asistant Librarian, University of Colombo

5y

Government schools | -

National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2005)

Private schools T

International schools |

Pitivenas

RN R

* Permanent libraries — A separate place with adequate space according to the standard criteria of the Ministry of

Education.

**Non-permanent libraries — A room with some book cupboards, bookshelves or a small collection of books.
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are mentioned in Wijetunge (2002). Following table
indicates the library facilities available at different
kinds of schools at the time of survey.

Under the Libraries Component of GEP2, School

Table 2 — Library development activities supported by the Libraries Component

Library Development Unit (SLDU) was established
to take leadership in school library development ac-
tivities. Table 2 depicts the type of infrastructure
development activities carried out in 4000 school li-
braries under the libraries component of GEP2.

Since there was a severe lack of trained library pro-
fessionals, it was decided to develop 4000 teachers
as teacher librarians at the beginning and the project
was searching for an organisation to undertake this
responsibility. A proposal was submitted by the Uni-
versity Grants Commission, to the World Bank to
establish a national institute and the World Bank ac-
cepted this proposal. NILIS was established in 1999
by an ordinance under section 18 and 24 of the Uni-
versities Act No. 16 of 1978 as an institution affili-
ated to the University of Colombo. Activities of
NILIS in educating and training teacher librarians
can be found in Wijetunge (2002), Wijetunge (2003)
and Wijetunge (2004).

2. Information Literacy

To respond effectively to an ever-changing environ-
ment, people need more than just a knowledge
base, they also need techniques for exploring it, con-
necting it to other knowledge bases, and making
practical use of it. In other words, the landscape
upon which we used to stand has been transformed,
and we are being forced to establish a new founda-
tion called information literacy. Now knowledge not
minerals or agricultural products or manufactured
goods is this country’s most precious commodity,
and people who are information literate who know

how to acquire knowledge and use it—are America’s
most valuable resources. (Owusu-Ansah, 2004).
This applies to the Sri Lankan context as well.

Information Literacy is defined as the ability to ac-
cess, evaluate, and use information from a variety of
sources. As students prepare for the 21st century,
traditional instruction in reading, writing, and math-
ematics needs to be coupled with practice in com-
munication, critical thinking, and problem solving
skills (Costa, 1985)

An information literate person is one who

# Recognizes that accurate and complete for
intelligent decision making

Recognizes the need for information
Formulates questions based on information
needs

Identifies potential sources of information
Develops successful search strategies .

Accesses sources of information including com
puter-based and other technologies

Evaluates information

Organizes information for practical application
Integrates new information into an existing body
of knowledge

Uses information for critical thinking anc
problem solving (Doyle, 1992)

# 58 B0 2
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In an information literate environment, students en-
gage in active, self-directed learning activities, and
teachers facilitate students’ engagement through a
more adventurous style of instructional delivery. Stu-
dents involved in information literate activities:

Seek a rich range of information sources
Communicate an understanding of content
Pose questions about the content being
learned

Use the environment, people, and tools for
leaming

Reflect on their own learning

Assess their own learning; and

Take responsibility for their own learning.
(Hancock 1993).

.00, 00 A b 2%

These students feel good about themselves as learn-
ers, and they leave school feeling passionate about
some content. Teachers trying to create an informa-
tion literate environment for their students have given
up the view that teaching is telling, that learning is
absorbing, and that knowledge is static. They con-
stantly make difficult choices about old curricular,
examining subject-area requirements closely, setting
priorities, and considering process as well as con-
tent. They look beyond their classrooms for re-
sources that will enrich the learning environment.
They engage in collaborative activities, which enrich

~ their own professional development and their stu--

dents’ learning experiences. They seek the exper-
tise of their school library media specialists as part-
ners in the curriculum planning process. (Hancock
1993).

2.1 Requirement of the Information Literacy
Workshop

The World Bank initiative to develop school librar-
ies was taken to support the resource-based; stu-
dent, centred learning emphasized in the new edu-
cation policy reforms of Sri Lanka. Even ifthe physi-
cal structures are developed, human resources are
not yet developed in all these libraries. Still the
library is perceived as a storehouse of books.

In order to promote resource-based, student centred
learning and to promote competencies in learning to
learn, NILIS has incorporated information literacy
in all its teacher librarianship programmes. Initially
there were no lecturers available with competency
to teach this subject but under GEP2 support ex-

tended to NILIS Dr. Penny Moore who is an
authority on Information Literacy was invited in 2003
to conduct a two-week workshop for a group of
NILIS visiting staff. With this initial training NILIS
introduced information literacy to its students. How-
ever, it was felt that NILIS as well as Sri Lanka in
general need more exposure to information literacy.

With the support and guidance of Prof. Russell
Bowden who is a member of the Board of Man-
agement of NILIS and an Honorary IFLA Fellow,
a proposal was developed and submitted to IFLA/
ALP to seek funds to conduct a one-week interna-
tional workshop on Information Skills for Learning.
National Institute of Library and Information Sci-
ences is the national body responsible for Library
and Information Sciences Education of Sri Lanka
and also the national institute responsible for the edu-
cation and training of teacher librarians for the 4000
school libraries developed under the World Bank
project (and also for other school libraries). There-
fore it was felt that it is the best institution to under-
take this kind of an international workshop and ini-
tiate the changing process of ‘school libraries’ into
‘school learning resource centers’.

By conducting tls1tis workshop we expected to pro-
mote the new 21 century role of the school librar-
ian/teacher librarian, which emphasizes the inculca-
tion of information literacy skills among school chil-
dren.

Objectives of the workshop

*  Re-orient classroom situations from ‘chalk and
talk’ to project-directed learning away from
classrooms and into learning information cen-
tres

% To re-position the ‘library’ as the central core
providing students’ leaming experiences and for
teachers as the central resource to guide the
learners [away from the age-old ‘teaching
notes’]

% Tore-orient School Libraries from ‘libraries’
to ‘Learning Resource Centres’ in order to im
prove the quality of school education

%  To re-focus school librarianship skills away
from materials-based collections’ management
to active information provision exploiting IT

*  To make known IFLA/UNESCO School Li
brary Manifesto and IFLA / UNESCO School
Library Guidelines.
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*  Todefine ‘information literacy skills’—1i.e. ‘what
is information literacy’? ‘ What does informa
tion literacy look like’? ‘What makes it work’?
What skills do children require to become in
formation literate?

*  Todevelop strategies in educational institutions
for incorporating information literacy skills
teaching as an integral part of curricular.

* To develop a realistic model to introduce
information skills at national level.

Thirty participants from Bangladesh, India, Indone-,
sia, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan Singapore,
Sri Lanka and Thailand participated at the work-
shop. Key resource person was Gerald Brown
(consultant to NILIS) from Canada while there other
resource persons were from IFLA (Prof. Russell
Bowden), [ASL (Diljit Singh (Malaysia)), and ASLA

3. Empowering 8 Model

(Karen Bonanno (Australia)), and Sri Lanka, (Linda
Oldham from Overseas School of Colombo, Sri
Lanka).

The plan of the workshop

Resource persons introduced the concepts of re-
source-based learing, information skills and the role
of 21% century school library.

Participants presented country status reports, which
were analysed and synthesised along several com-
mon themes.

One or more lead papers were presented each day.
The participants engaged in group work and ple-
nary sessions along the themes introduced in lead
papers.

IDENTIFY

—
LAPPLY

ASSESS

PRESENT

B

EXPLORE

SELECT

ORGANISE

\

CREATE

Pigure 1 - Empowering 8 model




27 D20 60O® 1/2 m@oes 2006 S028-8382 / geef@-e423 23

# A study tour to an international school was made
to gain first hand experience of information skills

%

Step \ Emy@werzmg

practice.

On the fourth day the participants developed a
national model of introducing and integrating
information skills into the school curriculum
On the final day, this national model was dis

International participants and Sri Lankan participants
worked independently to develop an information lit-
eracy model and at the end both groups discussed
these two models with the assistance of the resource
persons. Finally both models were refined and
merged to form a generic model. This was named
as “Empowering 8”. While the above figure depicts

cussed in terms of problems and prospects of  the eight components of the model, following table

implementation.

8

| Components f}‘?"-

illustrates the eight components and their corre-
sponding learning outcomes.

TEeers

, organ Z rﬁsu@has a cham: graph or outﬂme ctc :
el Edemnfy the. stages in the process '

K ‘:Coﬁect appropriate: cntauons

Sort the mformatwn,

:" Create 4

Present - -

. _Determme 1f new. skill
"‘Conmde‘r Whal could be done better next ’ume

Assess . | e

Ve ere ieamed

Apply

: ‘,Rewew the feedback and assassmem prowded
"+ Use the feedback and assessmem for the next. leammg actzwty/task

Endeavour to use the knowledge gained in a-variety of new sntuatnons

. Add producttoa portfoho of productaons



24

27 O 0@ 1/2 mses 2006 820028-8357 / gegfd-45

4. Implementation of the model

4.1 Empowering 8: National implementation
Committee

Those who participated at the workshop from all
key institutions of Sri Lanka gathered on 23" De-
cember 2004 to discuss the implementation activi-
ties of E8 on different platforms. It was unanimously
decided to formulate a national implementation com-
mittee. Members unanimously agreed that the posi-
tions of Chairperson and Secretary should be with,
NILIS since NILIS was responsible for organizing
the workshop. Members also agreed that Prof.
Bowden should chair the committee and Mrs.
Wijetunge to be the secretary. They both accepted
the posts.

Members also decided that the National Implemen-
tation Committee (E8 NIC) should have a focus
group with a limited number of members from the
key institutions, which will be the stakeholders for
implementing the model; NILIS, School Library
Development Unit, UGC, National Library, Sri
Lanka Library Association, National Inst. of Edu-
cation and the commissioners of National Colleges
of Education.

It was decided that these focus group members
should represent the interests of their respective in-
stitutes and that they should report the E§ NIC de-
cisions to their institution and vice versa. E8 NIC
Focus Group members are encouraged to establish
Sub-Focus Groups within the respective institutions
to facilitate communications and inter-actions. Fo-
cus group will meet as and when necessary to take

key decisions regarding promotion and implemen-
tation.

It was decided to invite the following to become
members of the main ‘Empowering 8 National
Implementation Committee’. This will meet to
endorse the interim work of the Focus Group and
to provide advice on general policies and strategies
relevant at the national level.

1.  8Provincial Education Directors |
8 Provincial Library Co-ordinators

3. Representative from Faculty of Education,
University of Colombo.

4. Representative from Faculty of Education,

University of Jaffna
5. Representative from Dept. of Education,

University of Peradeniya

6. Representative from Dept. of LIS, Univer-
sity of Kelaniya

7. Representative from Sri Lanka Teacher
Librarians Association

8.  Aprincipal from Type 1AB School

9.  Aprincipal from Type 1C School

10. Aprincipal from Type 2 School

11. Aprincipal from Type 3 School

12. A Representative from each NCOE

13. Any other person/persons considered as signifi
cant for the promotion and implementation of
‘Empowering 8’

4.2 Copyright of ‘Empowering 8’

NILIS took action to obtain copyright of “Empow-
ering 8” to NILIS to assure that the right of use of
the concept and its products will be legally controlled
by NILIS. Any organization wishing to use ‘Em-
powering 8’ for workshops, or any similar events,
will be required to obtain the written permission of
the Director/NILIS. NILIS would take legal action
against any organizations or individuals, violating the
copyright of ‘Empowering 8°. A logo for the model
was designed in order to register it as a trademark
in order to provide additional protection against mis-
use.

4.3 Future activities

Launching of the Proceedings

On'19" May 2005 the Proceedings of the interna-
tional conference and the logo was launched by the
Secretary to the Ministry of Education (MOE) at
the Ministry. By this launching Empowering 8 was
presented to the key stakeholders of the education
sector so that it can be incorporated in to future
activities of the MOE.

National Conference on Empowering 8

It was decided that on completion of the ‘follow up’
workshop a National ‘Empowering 8’, a Confer-
ence should be held in Sri Lanka, for principals and
other educators to promote the take-up and use ir
Sri Lanka for Empowering 8 within the curriculum
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Translation of the model into Sinhala and Tamil

Asst. Librarian of NILIS who participated at the
workshop has already translated the model into
Sinhala, and a participant from the National Library
has translated it into Tamil. Once completed the
translations will be evaluated by the focus group
members for accuracy and before being adopted.
Together with the model, IFLA/UNESCO School
Library Manifesto also was translated into Sinhala.

Follow-up workshop

Developing “The Empowering 8 Problem-Solving
Model” as a dimension of information literacy pro-
vided the beginning stages in the exploration of an
idea that can permeate pedagogy at many levels and
stages of education. The follow up workshop should
be seen as stage 2 of that empowerment for the
learners in the workshop. It became apparent as
the workshop evolved, that there were many new
ideas and new teaching methods that could be
explored in greater depth in order to make
Empowering 8 a much more effective tool.

Objectives of the proposed follow up workshop

1. Review the concepts at each stage of the
Empowering 8 Problem - Solving Model as
specific steps in the definition of information
literacy, as a refresher for continuing participants,
and as an up - grade for newcomers to the
workshop.

2. Investigate the skills needed to make it possible
for an independent learner to apply E 8 in
personal learning settings.

3. Identify the aspects of the Components ofa
Modern Quality School Library Program that
match each stage in the E 8 model.

4. Clarify and specify the roles of the teacher,
teacher- librarian, and administration in the imple-
mentation of the E 8 model in an educational
setting.

5. Consider the training requirements for a teacher-
librarian to be able to implement the specific role
identified above.

6. Devise rubrics for the assessment and evalua-
tion stage of E 8 that are directly linked to both
the content and skills identified in the specific
learning outcomes of any assignment.

7. Drafta generic Information Literacy Policy state-

ment as related to the UNESCO IFLA School
Library Manifesto, and the IFLA / UNESCO
School Library Guidelines for use in the
participant’s local setting.

8. Outline specific steps for implementing the above
Information Literacy Policy.

9. Detail personalized specific steps for implement-
ing E8 as a problem-solving model in the agen-
cies or institutions represented by the individu-
als in the workshop, and inteams, if more than
onerepresentative from a country is in attendanc.

5. Conclusion

Information itself'is becoming a transforming strate-
gic resource of the emerging information society.
Without information literacy, the information society
will not be able to achieve its full potential.

Information Literacy is characterized by the
individual’s ability to recognise the need for infor-
mation, formulation of questions based on informa-
tion need, identification of potential sources of in-
formation, for practical application, and use of in-
formation in critical thinking and problem solving
(Doyle, 1992)

The World Bank initiative to develop the education
system of Sri Lanka through the school libraries was
taken to support the resource-based; student centred
learning emphasized in the new education policy re-
forms of Sri Lanka. In order to promote resource-
based, student centred learning and to promote com-
petencies in learning to learn, NILIS has incorpo-
rated information literacy in all its teacher librarianship
programmes.

Since information literacy is not yet established its
roots in Sri Lanka NILIS planned to conduct an
international workshop with the auspices of IFLA.
“Empowering 8” was developed at this workshop
and anumber of programs i.e. establishment of the
Empowering 8: National implementation Commit-
tee, obtaining Copyright of ‘Empowering 8’ for
NILIS, Launching of the Proceedings, National
Conference on Empowering 8, Translation of the
model into Sinhal and Tamil and a follow-up work-
shop are planned by NILIS to propagate the model
in Sri Lanka as well as in other South Asian coun-

tres.
E 2
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