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<8$#lllJ SIT60S ĵ,606DBI60(TSS60 

QSSD6US6IT SSDUliJlsn QuilJ(TJj£b(3j
s i should be forwarded to 

Chairman
&:> T:,. & ' -

6I(IJ55UU1_ ®606®H3li) National Library and
Documentation Services Board

Q606lflimlSDt_ M̂##ll_60 ,

L̂HTSjT Lilj/lsJTLjen!) Cover Printed by s'fSKBs Qsitl. * ht>- Deepani Printers
• -.-V Nugegoda .



25)2£0(;2Sg3

d3S>25) £5O&5)25)30 g025^ 04-08

(o^rfhu pT60<gb(? Q^iuagl 0 9 - 1 1

N ational L ib rary  N ew s 1 2 - 1 4

033^25) £fcD)23£325)G3 03 £0 @ 2 5 2 ^ ) 0 3 0 2 5 ) 3  1 5 - 1 8

E m pow erin g 8 : the inform ation literacy  m odel developed  1 9 - 2 5 ,  3 2
in S ri L an k a to underpin changing education paradigm s 
o f  S ri Lan ka

®72)dd^6i ccKsDes-sSoa 030005025) g@(̂ S)25) @ed03 26 -28 , 32

d3 )̂25) 150 2̂5)25)30 003 g@(̂ S>25) @0d©3 ®-g£)£)0 @ci g25)3C025) cpQod 29-32
0)33£3a€)G3 2005 030025} £p25}<gOO&3 0 q)3 g25)3G3o30 0325} 25)<g 25)aS)25}
8 §Q)  ̂06d25)d cp0oCQ @0£)25)®G325f ©25)30e325}



3 6 2 0 6 0

2S2$£)£28g3

2 §£ 3 g3 0  8 0 2 5 )  e s ^  9 e d “25)25)30 e 3 ® o :sr  8§,o)q © 25)3823)8^ g&fB 0^32325)'“®  25)0

e3°00325)o3  25 )d2g 0 £ §  0£c3ed“23)0 8 3 ^ 2 5 )  # 2 5 ) 3 0 ^ 0  ^ 0 0 3  @ 0 6 3  £O £^22f@0 . do£)25) 0 “2 5 )3 0 ^ 0  ^ 0 0 3  

e 3 0O 3 ^25 )o 3  2 § )8 ®  £03 O 025 )"03© O 25) 03£®  e3£®  8 0 2 5 )®  83^ )25 ) 96d“25)25)30o3 ©0253 O £ 0 © d 2 5 ) 9 0 3 2 5 )  

0 O 2 § )® 2 § ).  S o 3 g > ®  0 8 o @ o 3 “ 9 0 3 2 5 )  9 6 ^ 2 5 )2 5 )3 0 0 0  BBS f i^ 5 ) 9 ^ 2 5 )2 5 )3 0  £30025 )'“ 8 < § 0 < ^  © 25)3d2^dj 

025j“ £d0325)o32§25^ 0 0 3 < ^ ®  03^)25) 0 2 5 ) 3 0 ^ 0  9 0 @ o d “ § 0 2 5 )  O 0 ® 3 8 0 o 3  © 0 .  0 0 £ © 2 5 ^ 0 0 0  9 C d “2 5 )2 S )3 0 0 0  

$ [ 3  @0325^025^“ £03 ©025)251“ 96^25)25 )30  § 0 3 < g  8 < § 0 ^  @25)3023)0£ 03^ )25 ) 0 2 5 ) 3 0 ^ 0  9 0 0 3 0  ep25^25)dc025) 

0 0 3  9 2 ^ 0 3 .
* t

0 3 5 )2 5 ) 0 “2 5 ) 3 0 ^ 0  9 § 0 3  2^§25)f 0 “ 63^£03 ^30325) 0  £ ^ 3 ) 9 6 ^ 2 5 )2 5 )3 0 0 0  c fJS )  963f25)25)30 £ 30025)’“ 

8 < § 0 ^  ©25)3d2^d([ Oc5©od“O255o325){0 £03 ©025)25)'“ 0 3 0 2 5 )0 3 2 5 ^ 0  0 0 3  £^ ® 0 £O £2§)0® , 6 3 0 0 2 5 ^  ££25^0251 25)d 

C O f5 )© 0 ^  epf5)025) <£02sJ0 2 5 )8 -0 S g3 0<g2ffif03 O £ 2 § 5 ® 0  £ O £ 2 § 0 ® , ^253f25)8 9 0 5 ) 2 5 ) 3 0  8 0 £ 0  25)®o3 2 $ § 2 5 f 

630025)* © 0 ^ 3  £0^3 O £ 2 § S ® 0  £O £2§)0®  £f3^ 25)0£-g^ 63^603 03^ )25) 0 “2 5 ) 3 0 ^ 0  ^ 0 0 3  9©o3af“025)025)* © 0 .

025^5) Od®3<d0 §§25^025^ 25)d O£2B©0 3©Of“25fO3©025)f 0325)25) 9fid“25)25)30o3 ®<S2Sf 1986 
0do©od“^ 03^)25) 025)30^0 OJ0O3 63003^25)03 £p0©£O 25)d25) 0 ^ . 1986  063©d 96^25)25)30 06 2sT 

3̂0325) 0  epd®CO 25)<9 025)30^0 ^0o3 20 0 7 0esd 025) 0 0  3̂0325) 9 6 &5)2 5 )3 0  75 ^25^03 0d025)o3 0
cp£25). 0 C ^ 0 0 < p S 3 0  96^ 25)25)30, ® £ O 0 25) 96^ 25)25)30 , 0 0 © c i  © ^ 03825)© ®  2 5 ^  96^ 25)25)30, 0 8 @ o d “ ©25)3025) 

epo325)25) 9 ^ 2 5 )2 5 )3 0 ,  0 © (d “O  96^ 25)25)30 £03 25)3(5025) 96^25)25)30 0 3 2 )2 5 ) 0 “2 5 ) 3 0 ^ 0  ^ 0 0 3 0  <po325) 0  

£ ^ 5 )  96^25)25 )30  0<5cO ©0 .

1996  063©d ^ 83:5)25) 025)30^0 ^003 0(5(0^25) C025) 2§8® ^30®£O 25)d25) 0 ^ . 3̂0325) 
96^25)25)30 ©03@£O3®o325̂  0^25^25)^0^0 ®<325* ̂  63<>Oa5525) 25)£0 ®<§25* ̂  @25)3023>0 £ 0 0 3  ©̂ 22} 0£@o). 
63®£0d 96^25)25)30 ^ 0  0^25)3, O(5(̂ £0-@a ©(̂ 025) 0j8ed“2̂  ed©0£O@o325f q 03^)25) 0 “25)30^“0  ^003 
63<̂ £03 @25)3023>0£ 0 0 3  @̂ 25} 0 £©0 . 2 0 0 1 063©8^ 8 3̂ )25) 025)30^0 ^003 03(5(0025) ^0030 (O PA C ) 
530025)f0 25)d29 ©£§ ^J25)0 003 2̂5̂ 25)8 830030  ̂ ^^«g25l“ 25)8 £p£25). 832)25) 96^25)25)30 @ 0 0
€p00o3 ®ed“©ed“ 0 “25)30^0 ^0o3 od<S025)o3 25)<g £0̂ 25). (w w w .n atlib .lk )

e3oe^23>od2s>



4 27 6)255 @6)<5® 1/2 255(330 2006 dznD33-@3(!>q> / qecfcf-djzS

d3S)255 £3c&5)25)30 <s4’cs25) ©303 c^O®^ 2006 0£3©d d25)03Q ©33 630 2̂ 28 ®ea $2si03 23i0i25ig @̂ 025)

2̂5)03 ©2̂ 025)

2006.01.26 ^303do3 ^ 3d .00.^8.0£^ . d^D0 °2O 
®2025i©o3

2006.02.22 £23)525*8 0i8@o3(^ ®2025*©g3

2006.03.28 cj?303(5o3 25)25*£25) 25)dî o325)3o325) @2025)3
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®IT65I Ĝ rfllU $g)]6U63Tlb

Um_ffrT63)60 5IT60®j®6fr

Qurrgi gjir60® 
(y)arT63)iD̂ §]6uib

G r̂fliu gjr60a  GailGurr j  
SffiLib. 2006 (Bid 03-05 
^ ib  $ a $ a 6fr

60L e£lip&(5 LDIT®[T635TLb
Quit§) gjT6o a ja 6fr ( îblip 
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6̂ <#luu gjr60a «$j},606wi6urra®rb Ga^eoaen aerouiuiTe&Tg] a>65i§] mr6oarsia65)6n£ a&tjrSlgr«roTUJi±) Qffiuu-iti) Qfftuff) 
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•
urTLffiTew eo g|T60® rei® 6n 60

• Qungj 5JT6oar5j® 6fi 146
• iSlrflGevieoTiT 5rr60®n5j®6fr 53
• 6J63)65TUJ 5fT60®r&l®6fr 120

@60rBJ65)<Sll5l65I 58 ^ > 6 1 lg J  ^ 6 5 1 ^ 6 5 )^ ®  Q ® rr6 5 5 n _ rr@ (ip a iD rra  6 ^ < # llU  g fT 60®  <S&6U65W6UfT«6®60 (Sff65)60®6T

®65)U @ 60r6165)®u5l6in ® ^J6^1f7Lb” 6T6516PLD 065)6OLJl5l65T <50^p ® 655iarTL<#l g>6ffI6D)(D 2006 ^ ,L D  ^ ,6 5 5 1 ®  Q U LlIJ6U lfl LD IT^ID  2

^ id l̂® l̂uSl60 ^ © ib§ i 28 ^j,ib 6o®)9 ®65naiTil#liiJtT6ai§j @6on6J65)®u5l65i a^fB^lijiD Q r̂TLijurrffl
Qu(rT)lD6TT6lSl60rT65I gJT60®65)6TILL)Lb, U 0 6 O Q 6 0 6 lf lu S ® ® 65) 6nLL|li) 6J60) 65TUJ aB® 6 0 6 0 ® 65)6TTULjLb Q ® IT 6 55n9 0 r5 ^ ^ | .



1127  £ > z s >  <s D < £ > @  1 / 2  2 s > e x 3  2 0 0 6  d z s > E > 3 < 5 - @ 3 3 i%  /

: • a ■ ?{<"> sw

L51rfl(o6ii65Trr ^fT60a 6065Tgi6!Da>a (gg’sji iDd^^lsn Qpa>60fT6X]gji QffeueurTajafifl^sDLD) Qarr6Wii_rT@(ipaLDiTa Gd&#luj 
SJT60® .S&6Uanna]rTaarf) Ga60)6ua6rr ass)u i51rf)G6XJ63irT jT^60aija(6i$aarTa Lornfirr® g>65r6»fD 2006 <s&ii) ^aroi® ^ ’an iDrra&ii) 
06 îjLb $ a $  G^Sir.s&Gaa ujlan GailGuiTgr <9hi_£6S)60 ©(igraj® QaiLi^l®r5£§|. @iDiD[r[BaLi 6̂0 68 uu5l<pr&ija6n 
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N e w s  : ;
Train ing  Program m es

Follow ing training program m es w ere conducted by the N ational Library and Documentation 
Services Board during Januaiy -  June 2006.

Theme

Cataloguing and Classification 
(School Library)

Library Management 
(Public Library)

Library Management 
(Public Library)

Reading Promotion and Library 
Usage

Place and Date

Kegalle Zonal Education 
O ffice fforrj 16 - 18  M arch 
2006
Wayamba Training Centre 
W ariyapola from  18-20 
M ay 2006
Wayamba Training Centre 
W ariyapola from  18  M ay 
2006
Hapitigama College o f 
Education from  16 - 18  June 
2006

Participation

45 Teacher Librarians 
in Kegalle Zonal Education

37, Public Librarians in North 
Western Province

2 3 , Com m unity Developm ent 
O fficers in North Western 
Province
200  trainers were participated

Two workshops on preservation o f manuscripts, books and other printed m aterials were held at 
the N L D S B  from  08th-  10 th M arch 2006 and 24 th - 2 6 th M ay 2006 for som e selected library sta ff o f 
public libraries and other libraries.

Under the Tsunami Library Developm ent Program m e, the N L D S B  conducted the training 
programmes for upgrading Tsunami affected libraries &  their services. Sri Lanka Library A ssociation 
(SL LA ) and National Institute o f Library and Inform ation Sciences (N ILIS) were jo in tly supported for 
conducting these programmes.

Theme Place and Date Participation

Public Library Management National Library Auditorium
from  06th -  08th A pril 2006

School Library Services 
Organisation

Public Library Management 

Library Services Organisation

National Institute o f Library 
and Information Sciences 
(N ILIS) from  03rd -  05th M ay
2006.
National Library Auditorium 
from  03rd-05* M ay 2006

National Library Auditorium 
from  08th- 1 0 th M ay 2006

Librarians o f Public Libraries 
in Western and Southern 
Province 
School Librarians

Librarians o f the North and 
Eastern Province 
(Tamil Medium)
Library Assistants o f the 
Public Libraries 
(Sinhala Medium)
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Libraiy Management

Library Services 
Organisation

National Library Auditorium 
1 7 th- 1 8 th M ay 2006 
N IL IS
from  2 5 *-26* M ay 2006

Other Libraiy S taff except Public 
and School Libraries 
Libraiy Assistants o f the 
North and Eastern Province

The programme o f donating libraiy furniture for the Tsunami affected Libraries which was sponsored 
by the N LD SB  has donated more than one m illions worth o f furniture sets among nine (09) libraries within 
first six  month o f  the year 2006. The libraries such as Panadura W ellabada Branch Library, Beruw ela 
Maradana Branch Library, Kathaluwa Public Library o f Hirewatta Branch Libraiy - Ambalangoda, Komari 
Public Library - Pothuvil, V innaulai Public Library -  Pothuvil, Addalachchenei Public Library -  
Addalachchenei, O luvil Public Libraiy and Nawaladi Branch Library. Chairs, Tables, Book Racks, Book 
Cabinets, Veranda Chairs and Newspaper R acks were included for a furniture set.

N L D S B  under it’s library grading program m e has upgraded nine (09) School Libraries as the 
grade one libraries. The list o f  libraries are as follow s.

♦  M ayurapada Central College Library, Kurunegala
♦  Ibbagamuwa Central College Library, Ibbagamuwa
♦  Sandaiankawa Central College Libraiy, Sandalankawa
♦  S.W .R.D.Bandaranayake National School Library, Kuliyapitiya
♦  D .S .Senanayake College Library, Colom bo 08
♦  R oyal College Libraiy, Colom bo 07
♦  Hindu College Libraiy, Bam balapitiya
♦  Bandaranayake Central College Libraiy, Gampaha
♦  Sri Parakramabahu National School Libraiy, N ikaweratiya

R s. 2 .26  m illion worth o f books were donated during the first 6 month o f the year 2006 by the 
N L D SB .

♦  School Libraries - 60
♦  Public Libraries - 14 6
♦  Pirivena Libraries - 53
♦  Other Libraries - 12 0

To the mark o f the 58* Independence D ay o f Sri Lanka, the N L D SB  has conducted an exhibition 
nam ely “ Independence in Sri Lanka”  from  2 1 st -  28* February 2006. There w as a large number o f 
books, periodical articles and other information about the Independence in Sri Lanka at the exhibition.

N LD SB  has conducted another programme o f promoting National Library and it’s services among 
the researchers and academ ic sta ff at the Open U niversity o f Sri Lanka on 05* M ay 2006.
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Pirivena L ib ra ry  B ay

To mark the Pirivena Library D ay ( 1 st Tuesday o f June), the N L D SB  conducted a seminar for 
pirivena librarians on 6th June 2006 at the N LD SB  auditorium. There were 68 participants at this 

seminar.

A  workshop on National Union Catalogue was held on 1 3 th June 2006 at the National Library and 
Documentation Centre (NLDC). The main objective o f this workshop is to resolve the technical problems 
encountered in sending data to the National Union ̂ Catalogue by subscribing libraries. Librarians o f 20 

subscribing libraries were participated at this workshop.

NahonM W h e n c e  on L ib ra ry  and Inform ation S to re s

The Sri Lanka Library Association conducted the National Conference on Library and Information 
studies (N ACLIS) on 29th June 2006 at the BM ICH , Colombo. The chief guest in the inauguration ceremony 
w as Mr.Preethi Perera, Secretary General, Sri Lanka N ational Com m ission for U N ESC O .

*v »■ ■ ^ jrG eneral Meeting of the S ri mmwml A ’g

The Annual General M eeting (A G M ) o f the Sri Lanka Library Association w as held on 30th June 
2006 at the BM ICH , Colombo. Hon D.M .Jayarathne, M inister o f Post Telecommunications and Udarata 
Development was the ch ief guest.

♦ President M s. Dilmani Wamasooriya
♦ President Elect M r.Piyadasa Ranasinghe
♦ Vice President M s. Prem ilaGam age
♦ General Secretary M s.G M .de S ilva
♦ Assistant Secretary M s. H .N .K .D issanayake
♦ Treasurer Mr. Anton Nallathamby
♦ Education Officer M s.Shivanthi Weerasinghe
♦ Assistant Education Officer - Mr.W.Sunil
♦ Publication officer M s.Lilam ani Amarasekera
♦ Information and Public 

Relations Officer
Mr. K .G S.G unathilaka

<

'■ The

The conference o f directors ofNational Libraries in A sia and Oceania (CDNLO) and the Nineteenth 
General Conference o f the congress o f Southeast A sian  Librarians (C O N SA L) w as held from  26th -3 0 th
M arch 2006 in M anila, Philippines. Mr. W .S.Punyawardana, Deputy Director o f the N L D SB  participated 
the conference.
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“Information Literacy is the ability to access, 
evaluate and use information from a variety o f  
sources”
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"Information Literacy is the ability to use in
formation purposefully and effectively”
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“To be information literate, a person must be 
able to recognise when information is needed  
and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use 
effectively the information needed. Ultimately 
information literate people are those who have 
learned how  to learn. They know  how  to learn 
b eca u se  th ey  kn ow  h ow  in form ation  is 
organised, how  to find information, and how  
to ues information in such a way that others 
can learn from them. ” (www.ala.org)
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A B S T R A C T :Information literacy (TL) is the ability 
to identify, locate, evaluate, organize and effectively 
create, use and communicate information to address 
an issue or a problem . It is a basic human right to 
lifelong learning. Information itse lf is becom ing a 
transforming strategic resource o f the emerging in
formation society. Without information literacy, the 
information society w ill not be able to achieve its foil 
potential. Therefore, the concept and practice o f in
formation literacy must be promoted from an early 
age among the school going children. Information 
literacy is more relevant for the developing nations 
to enable them selves to bridge the growing info-di
vide between the developed and the developing 
nations. In this context, a regional workshop w as 
organized by National Institute o f Libraiy and infor
mation Science (N ILIS) to create awareness o f in
formation skills for learning among the participants 
from South and Southeast Asian countries.

Em powering Eight (E 8), an Inform ation Literacy 
M odel w as developed at this workshop organized 
jo in tly by IF L A -A L P  and the N ILIS  o f Sri Lanka. 
There were participants representing ten South and 
Southeast A sian  countries. The objective o f  the 
workshop was to enhance the resource-based learn
ing in these countries by sensitizing the participants

to Information Literacy, which as a concept has not 
taken roots in majority o f the countries in the region. 
When a plethora o f IL  models are already available, 
one may question why the wheel is being re-invented. 
Re-inventing the wheel or developing another model 
is essential because o f the com posite culture and 
local conditions in these countries. I f  an existing 
m odel used in a developed country is im posed, it 
would be difficult for the stakeholders to understand 
the philosophical roots behind the model. Therefore, 
the workshop participants, throughout five days 
worked from identifying the need o f IL through com
parison o f different models to building the E 8 to suit 
the local needs o f the region.

This paper w ill discuss in detail the Em powering 8 

model and its application and implementation in the 
Sri Lankan context.

]K@y w o rd s’ Irnffonmaitliioi! Mteracy,
E m p ow erin g  $

1. ImtimiMctwm
1 . 1  l ib r a r ie s  com ponent off G E P 2  
According to a survey carried out by the M inistry o f 
Education (M QE) in 1995, out o f 8 179  schools (ex
cluding schools in North-East Province), 70%  did 
not have school libraries. Several other significant 
issues also were identified by the survey and these

Director National Institute of Library & Information Science, University of Colombo Asistant Librarian, University of Colombo 
National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2005)
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Government schools
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Private schools ; . . 'm s - 0 2 , m m ’w a m B  s * 20 ■' ■: ••••
International schools m ;L -y  7
Piftvenas ; _oyv ,, . . «.&■ f'Mr’rV5' ;w “x  r'

‘if: >.»„ - ■—p A;

* Permanent libraries -  A separate place with adequate space according to the standard criteria o f  the Ministry o f 
Education.

**N  on-permanent libraries -  A room with some book cupboards, bookshelves or a small collection o f  books.
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are m entioned  in  W ije tu n g e (2 0 0 2 ) . F o llo w in g  tab le  

in d ica tes  th e  lib rary  fa c ilit ie s  a v a ila b le  at d iffe re n t 

k ind s o f  sc h o o ls  a t th e  t im e  o f  survey.

Under the L ibraries C om ponent o f  G E P 2 , Sch o o l

L ibrary  D evelopm ent U nit (S L D U ) w as established  
to  take leadership in school library developm ent a c 
tiv ities. Table 2 depicts the type o f  infrastructure 
developm ent activ ities carried  out in 4 0 0 0  school li
braries under the libraries com ponent o f  G E P 2 .

Table 2 -  Library development activities supported by the Libraries Component

Type of 
Library

Definition
, i K, -

A ^

Number
 ̂ T S t <

, Support received
♦ -f f

* , ■

l  f  ■. ..............................................— —

A

;  * i

1 ' iL ' w

Senior schools with 
grades 10-13

“ »*' * » b
C. ^

,v’.y

l > {

« 250-

, v

1 1 / «. „ * ’ J

Library building, books, furniture, training and 
^ y^ q u ip m b n t:

-  25 schools o f this category received Internet 
?  fa c ife ^ w e ll .
g .................................... ^ ..... ^ ------------------- --

<> 1 
B

VS S

*

> £ ' > i ‘ l  <• % h

Junior schools w ith u -  

- classes ffbm ̂ grade>s ̂ ^  ;
1 _  q  v * .  %  ^  <

> 4- v  ̂ ^  ^
«■ _ > < p r -

^  s -

1.750
 ̂ ^  *t n y  ~
\ V

f -  <■ A
1 * K  j

c;Libbir^buil(lmg (either new or renovated), 
-r i^ lS i^ gm d fin rak iie  ,

ts syr< ?  ̂ f i V v  f

......................

C  1 * Middle and small school
in rural and urban areas

s 1 '  s  ^  
____________________________ . . r *  . . t  - v ,.

•, „yr '• ' ■*£

2000
%  r-> k

w f  *  £ 5

> ^  4  J  * % ^ *

“^pbhs'ahdtraining .

^  t  r  1 5  '  '  ^

-  . . . iSy* . - 7 -------r . ... ---------------------

Since there was a severe lack o f trained library pro
fessionals, it w as decided to develop 4000 teachers 
as teacher librarians at the beginning and the project 
was searching for an organisation to undertake this 
responsibility. A  proposal was submitted by the Uni
versity Grants Com m ission, to the World Bank to 
establish a national institute and the World Bank ac
cepted this proposal. N ILIS was established in 1999 
by an ordinance under section 18  and 24 o f the Uni
versities A ct No. 16  o f 1978 as an institution a ffili
ated to the U niversity o f Colom bo. A ctivities o f 
N ILIS in educating and training teacher librarians 
can be found in Wijetunge (2002), Wijetunge (2003) 
and Wijetunge (2004).

2. Information Literacy

To respond effectively to an ever-changing environ
ment, people need m ore than ju st a know ledge 
base, they also need techniques for exploring it, con
necting it to other know ledge bases, and m aking 
practical use o f it. In other words, the landscape 
upon which we used to stand has been transformed, 
and we are being forced to establish a new founda
tion called information literacy. N ow  knowledge not 
minerals or agricultural products or manufactured 
goods is this country’s most precious commodity, 
and people who are information literate who know

how to acquire knowledge and use it— are Am erica’s 
m ost valuable resources. (O w usu-Ansah, 2004). 
This applies to the Sri Lankan context as w ell.

Information Literacy is defined as the ability to ac
cess, evaluate, and use information from a variety o f 
sources. A s students prepare for the 2 1  st century, 
traditional instruction in reading, writing, and math
em atics needs to be coupled with practice in com
munication, critical thinking, and problem solving 
skills (Costa, 1985)

A n information literate person is one who

♦  R ecognizes that accurate and com plete for 
intelligent decision making

♦  Recognizes the need for information
♦  Form ulates questions based on information 

needs
♦  Identifies potential sources o f information
♦  Develops successful search strategies
♦  Accesses sources o f information including com 

puter-based and other technologies
♦  Evaluates information
♦  Organizes information for practical application
♦  Integrates new information into an existing bod> 

o f knowledge
♦  U ses inform ation fo r critical thinking anc 

problem solving (Doyle, 1992)
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In an information literate environment, students en
gage in active, self-directed learning activities, and 
teachers facilitate students’ engagement through a 
more adventurous style o f instructional delivery. Stu
dents involved in information literate activities:

*  Seek a rich range o f information sources
*  Communicate an understanding o f content
*  Pose  questions about the content being 

learned
*  U se the environm ent, people, and tools for 

learning
*  Reflect on their own learning
*  A ssess their own learning; and
*  Take responsibility for their own learning. 

(H ancock 1993).

These students feel good about themselves as learn
ers, and they leave school feeling passionate about 
some content. Teachers trying to create an informa
tion literate environment for their students have given 
up the view  that teaching is telling, that learning is 
absorbing, and that knowledge is static. They con
stantly make difficult choices about old curricular, 
examining subject-area requirements closely, setting 
priorities, and considering process as w ell as con
tent. They look beyond their classroom s for re
sources that w ill enrich the learning environment. 
They engage in collaborative activities, which enrich 
their own professional developm ent and their stu
dents’ learning experiences. They seek the exper
tise o f their school library media specialists as part
ners in the curriculum planning process. (Hancock 
1993).

2.1 Requirement of the Information Literacy 
Workshop

The World Bank initiative to develop school librar
ies w as taken to support the resource-based; stu
dent, centred learning emphasized in the new  edu
cation policy reforms o f Sri Lanka. Even i f  the physi
cal structures are developed, human resources are 
not yet developed in all these libraries. Still the *  
library is perceived as a storehouse o f  books.

In order to promote resource-based, student centred *  
learning and to promote competencies in learning to 
learn, N ILIS has incorporated information literacy 
in all its teacher librarianship programmes. Initially ^  
there were no lecturers available with competency 
to teach this subject but under G E P 2 support ex

tended to N IL IS  Dr. Penny M oore who is an 
authority on Information Literacy was invited in 2003 
to conduct a tw o-w eek workshop for a group o f 
N ILIS visiting staff. With this initial training N ILIS 
introduced information literacy to its students. How
ever, it w as felt that N IL IS  as w ell as Sri Lanka in 
general need more exposure to information literacy.

W ith the support and guidance o f  Prof. R ussell 
Bow den who is a m em ber o f the Board o f M an
agement o f N IL IS  and an Honorary IF L  A  Fellow , 
a proposal w as developed and submitted to IFLA / 
A L P  to seek funds to conduct a one-week interna
tional workshop on Information Skills for Learning. 
National Institute o f Library and Inform ation Sci
ences is the national body responsible for Library 
and Information Sciences Education o f Sri Lanka 
and also the national institute responsible for the edu
cation and training o f teacher librarians for the 4000 
school libraries developed under the W orld Bank 
project (and also for other school libraries). There
fore it w as felt that it is the best institution to under
take this kind o f an international workshop and ini
tiate the changing process o f ‘ school libraries’ into 
4 school learning resource centers’ .

B y  conducting this workshop w e expected to pro
mote the new 2 1  century role o f the school librar- 
ian/teacher librarian, which emphasizes the inculca
tion o f information literacy skills among school chil
dren.

Objectives of the workshop

*  Re-orient classroom situations from ‘ chalk and 
talk ’ to project-directed learning aw ay from 
classrooms and into learning information cen
tres
To re-position the ‘ library’ as the central core 
providing students’ learning experiences and for 
teachers as the central resource to guide the 
learners [aw ay from  the age-old ‘ teaching 
notes’ ]
To re-orient School Libraries from ‘ libraries’ 
to ‘Learning Resource Centres’ in order to im 
prove the quality o f school education 
To re-focus school librarianship sk ills away 
from materials-based collections’ management 
to active information provision exploiting IT 
To m ake known IFLA /U N E SC O  School L i 
braiy Manifesto and IF L A  / U N ESCO  School 
Library Guidelines.
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*  To define ‘ information literacy skills’ -  i.e. ‘what 
is information literacy’ ? ‘ What does informa 
tion literacy look like’ ? ‘ What makes it work’ ? 
What skills do children require to becom e in 
formation literate?

*  To develop strategies in educational institutions 
for incorporating inform ation literacy sk ills 
teaching as an integral part o f curricular.

*  To develop a realistic m odel to introduce 
information skills at national level.

Thirty participants from Bangladesh, India, Indone- , 
sia, M alaysia, M aldives, Nepal, Pakistan Singapore, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand participated at the w ork
shop. K ey resource person w as Gerald Brow n 
(consultant to N ILIS) from Canada while there other 
resource persons w ere from  IF L A  (Prof. R ussell 
Bowden), IA SL  (Diljit Singh (Malaysia)), and A S L A

(Karen Bonanno (Australia)), and Sri Lanka, (Linda 
Oldham from  O verseas School o f Colom bo, Sri 
Lanka).

The plan of the workshop

Resource persons introduced the concepts o f re
source-based learning, information skills and the role 
o f 2 1 st century school library.

Participants presented country status reports, which 
were analysed and synthesised along several com
mon themes.

One or more lead papers were presented each day. 
The participants engaged in group w ork and p le
nary sessions along the themes introduced in lead 
papers.

3 . E m p o w e r in g  8  M o d e l

Pigure 1 - Em powering 8 model
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# A study tour to an international school was made 
to gain first hand experience of information skills 
practice.

# On the fourth day the participants developed a 
national model of introducing and integrating 
information skills into the school curriculum

€> On the final day, this national model was dis 
cussed in terms of problems and prospects of 
implementation.

International participants and Sri Lankan participants 
worked independently to develop an information lit
eracy model and at the end both groups discussed 
these two models with the assistance of the resource 
persons. Finally both models were refined and 
merged to form a generic model. This was named 
as “Empowering 8”. While the above figure depicts 
the eight components of the model, following table 
illustrates the eight components and their corre
sponding learning outcomes.

Table. 3' -  Som pdhents and I^arnfog outcomes o f Em poweriix|:8v

y.TJSA w a ll l ie  affefo t o

: . . . ■

, ;2 , ' y ; ■ Explore 7

.'pe&mtheiopiQ/SEbjecf 
''.Determine and understand the audience; .. .. A vy;-.-y A*-/- y y 
Choose the relevant foim aifor the finished-product ;A AyA 7- A  ; 
Identify fhe keywords / . A A" ' y A A ;vy y-y-A.. ._
Plan a search strategy ‘ v >'A-y Ay-y- ' A f . A ■
identify different types o f resources where infoimatiofflmay:be.'fotmd.;'' 
.Locate resources, appropriate to the chosen- topic■ . foy f  7 :

Choose relevant kfortnation : : /-.'A - Av A/y;;\:'y Ay// ■'
Beferinine which sources are too easy, foo hard, or-just-right - A /A,'y 
Record relevant Information through note making: ot'making a visual;

Identify tlfo.̂ dges in-the process-- ■' 7 • , • "A  A-.< A /
Collect:̂ ptt|ifiafe:c 
Sori the'kfbiinatioti;
0 ||frihgdish Between fact, opinion, andfietion A 
C ieck-for bias in the sources. . .  A A A ' A: . - 
§eque&e the information in a logical- order ’ ;
Usd vi sual organizers to compare or contrast infoimafionyy 
Prepare.Information in their own-words ina,meaningful wayf f-v 
Revise and edit, alone or with a peer-- A A / AAA ■ /y -'--/yMAA 
ffeatlze the bibliographic format =- A ',.y-.: 'A' ■/■■Ay/yy;:AfAfyy/;yA
Practise for presentation activity ■ . i
Share^d information with an yf;ny':'-
Display the information in an’appropriate format to'.suit the budfehCOyA' 
Set np-arid use equipment properly A A -■ A'-: A AA .*-A A-y Avy ■ /' :
A c c e fffe e d  studeMa:-'AAA' ;̂:-‘i ''-jr:■ TyAy^'  -A'f-';'- A y.
S e lf  assess., ohe’sp erfo m ian ceiii response to the •teacher’s 'assessment

Reflect o n f iQ W - W .e l l 'th e y h a v e  done -A A. 
DetCrmihedf hew skillŝ  were learned' 
Consider' what could Be- done b e t t e r - n e x t  time
Review the feedback, and assessment provided:
XJ'se the feedback, and assessment for the next, learning activity/task ' 
Endeavour to use the knowledge gained in 'a-variety of new situations 
Add product to a portfolio of productions
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4. Implementation o f  the model

4.1 Empowering 8: National implementation 
Committee

Those who participated at the workshop from  all 
key institutions o f Sri Lanka gathered on 23 D e
cember 2004 to discuss the implementation activi
ties o f E 8 on different platforms. It was unanimously 
decided to formulate a national implementation com
mittee. Members unanimously agreed that the posi
tions o f Chairperson and Secretary should be with/ 
N ILIS since N ILIS w as responsible for organizing 
the workshop. M em bers also agreed that Prof. 
Bow den should chair the com m ittee and M rs. 
W ijetunge to be the secretary. They both accepted 
the posts.

Members also decided that the National Implemen
tation Com m ittee (E 8 N IC ) should have a focus 
group with a lim ited number o f members from the 
key institutions, which w ill be the stakeholders for 
im plem enting the m odel; N IL IS , School Library 
Developm ent Unit, U G C , N ational Library, Sri 
Lanka Library Association, National Inst, o f Edu
cation and the commissioners o f National Colleges 
ofEducation.

It w as decided that these focus group m em bers 
should represent the interests o f their respective in
stitutes and that they should report the E 8 N IC  de
cisions to their institution and vice versa. E 8 N IC  
Focus Group members are encouraged to establish 
Sub-Focus Groups within the respective institutions 
to facilitate communications and inter-actions. Fo
cus group w ill meet as and when necessary to take 
key decisions regarding promotion and implemen
tation.

It w as decided to invite the fo llow ing to becom e 
members o f the m ain ‘Em pow ering 8 N ational 
Im plementation Com m ittee’ . This w ill m eet to 
endorse the interim w ork o f the Focus Group and 
to provide advice on general policies and strategies 
relevant at the national level.

1 . 8 Provincial Education Directors
2. 8 Provincial Library Co-ordinators
3. Representative from Faculty o f Education, 

University o f Colombo.

4. Representative from  Faculty ofEducation, 
University o f Jaffna

5. Representative from Dept, o f Education, 
University o f Peradeniya

6 . Representative from  Dept, o f L IS , U niver
sity o f Kelaniya

7. Representative from  Sri Lanka Teacher 
Librarians Association

8 . Aprincipal from Type 1 A B  School
9. Aprincipal from Type 1 C School
10 . A  principal from Type 2 School
1 1 .  A  principal from Type 3 School
12 . A  Representative from  each N C O E
13 . A ny other person/persons considered as signifi 

cant for the promotion and implementation o f 
‘Empowering 8 ’

4.2 Copyright of ‘Empowering 8’

N ILIS  took action to obtain copyright o f “ Em pow
ering 8”  to N IL IS  to assure that the right o f use o f 
the concept and its products w ill be legally controlled 
by N IL IS . A n y organization w ishing to use ‘Em 
powering 8 ’ for workshops, or any sim ilar events, 
w ill be required to obtain the written perm ission o f 
die Director/NILIS. N ILIS  would take legal action 
against any organizations or individuals, violating the 
copyright o f ‘Empowering 8 ’ . A  logo for the model 
w as designed in order to register it as a trademark 
in order to provide additional protection against mis
use.

4.3 Future activities 

Launching of the Proceedings

ttl
On 19  M ay 2005 the Proceedings o f the interna
tional conference and the logo w as launched by the 
Secretary to the M inistry o f  Education (M O E) at 
the Ministry. B y  this launching Em powering 8 was 
presented to the key stakeholders o f the education 
sector so that it can be incorporated in to future 
activities o f the M OE.

National Conference on Empowering 8

It was decided that on completion o f the ‘ follow  up’ 
workshop a N ational ‘Em pow ering 8 ’ , a  C onfer
ence should be held in Sri Lanka, for principals and 
other educators to promote the take-up and use ir 
Sri Lanka for Empowering 8 within the curriculum
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Translation of the model into Sinhala and Tamil

A sst. Librarian o f  N IL IS  who participated at the 
workshop has already translated the m odel into 
Sinhala, and a participant from the National Library 
has translated it into Tam il. Once com pleted the 
translations w ill be evaluated by the focus group 
m em bers for accuracy and before being adopted. 
Together with the m odel, IFLA /U N ESC O  School 
Libraiy M anifesto also was translated into Sinhala.

Follow-up workshop

Developing “ The Em powering 8 Problem -Solving 
M odel”  as a dimension o f information literacy pro
vided the beginning stages in the exploration o f an 
idea that can permeate pedagogy at many levels and 
stages o f education. The follow  up workshop should 
be seen as stage 2  o f that empowerment fo r the 
learners in the workshop. It becam e apparent as 
the workshop evolved, that there were many new 
ideas and new  teaching methods that could be 
explored in greater depth in order to m ake 
Em powering 8 a much more effective tool.

Objectives of the proposed follow up workshop

1 . R eview  the concepts at each stage o f the 
Em pow ering 8 Problem  - Solvin g M odel as 
specific steps in the definition o f information 
literacy, as a refresher for continuing participants, 
and as an up - grade for newcom ers to the 
workshop.

2. Investigate the skills needed to make it possible 
for an independent learner to apply E  8 in 
personal learning settings.

3. Identify the aspects o f the Components o f a 
M odem  Q uality School Library Program  that 
match each stage in the E  8 model.

4. C larify  and specify the roles o f the teacher, 
teacher- librarian, and administration in the imple
mentation o f the E  8 model in an educational 
setting.

5. Consider the training requirements for a teacher- 
librarian to be able to implement the specific role 
identified above.

6 . D evise rubrics for the assessm ent and evalua
tion stage o f E  8 that are directly linked to both 
the content and skills identified in the specific 
learning outcomes o f any assignment.

7. Draft a generic Information Literacy Policy state

ment as related to the U N ESC O  IF L A  School 
Library M anifesto, and the IF L A  / U N ESCO  
School L ib rary G uidelines fo r use in the 
participant’s local setting.

8 . Outline specific steps for implementing the above 
Information Literacy Policy.

9. Detail personalized specific steps for implement
ing E 8 as a problem-solving model in the agen
cies or institutions represented by the individu
als in the workshop, and in teams, i f  more than 
one representative from a country is in attendanc.

5. Conclusion

Information itself is becoming a transforming strate
gic resource o f the em erging inform ation society. 
Without information literacy, the information society 
w ill not be able to achieve its full potential.

In form ation L iteracy  is characterized  by the 
individual’s ability to recognise the need for infor
mation, formulation o f questions based on informa
tion need, identification o f potential sources o f in
formation, for practical application, and use o f in
formation in critical thinking and problem  solving 
(Doyle, 1992)

The World Bank initiative to develop the education 
system o f Sri Lanka through the school libraries was 
taken to support the resource-based; student centred 
learning emphasized in the new education policy re
form s o f Sri Lanka. In order to prom ote resource- 
based, student centred learning and to promote com
petencies in learning to learn, N IL IS  has incorpo
rated information literacy in all its teacher librarianship 
programmes.

Since information literacy is not yet established its 
roots in Sri Lanka N IL IS  planned to conduct an 
international workshop with the auspices o f IFLA . 
“ Em powering 8”  w as developed at this workshop 
and a number o f programs i.e. establishment o f the 
Empowering 8 : National implementation Commit
tee, obtaining Copyright o f ‘Em pow ering 8 ’ for 
N IL IS , Launching o f the Proceedings, National 
Conference on Em powering 8 , Translation o f  the 
model into Sinhal and Tamil and a follow-up work
shop are planned by N ILIS to propagate the model 
in Sri Lanka as w ell as in other South A sian coun
tries.
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©esî SO 8.§c9®oe) (es°d.) @ 03dQ°ffl ©O0D0330: G£©03 03d8°ffl 
08^®30d ©S3 £3°@3®(3

g.(Bg8.6i9iflLj^6ifi U6Q9II—(TIJ 6U65T6̂ 10631 ®fT6)SluJlD

d.O85j.(3SJ0Od - 8®s) 0£B^°® 00 000© o®30e%0( -  gg®30 gg®3 @S®3eao

, «  ■* i t « j r  < uM «
r3* '*"* “ \ ♦* ‘ f ‘ *> ;N S -/ Hi*  ̂ s, ,> S$* ' '-■JSs «C- V'<S Vl>>

* T
\> f

<■ l  ̂JT" ^
s.*4 < ^  |  \7 ,̂5:  ̂ *\ .*  V*<V «*»:**»*»*•»•*v- . s r ^ - 1 to xtn : \  fT̂  $ **** '»  ^  i 

•‘ * L\.4 'M '*  * !
, tvS„ *4gM. ^

?S.... '•.• vs**#' vi-'-'.'o'.̂'; ̂ j'V' 'it;.'
^  -».. 44'K i  d < 44 ^  *■ 1 "

qef *  “ .®A e
aeftMMO 0,5 • ^ ;® S » « * 3 ^ l j20<» - in g l^ tic e s .N e w  Delhi ; Ess:EfcftibaW mg,
Bradford, S.C. ;Docum entation, London': * t'.**'
Grosby Lockwood & Son., 1948 Prytherch, Ray ;Harrod’s Librarians* Glossary
Index to Postgraduate Theses 198i-2000 Vbl. and Reference Book, England : Grower Pub- 
i ,  Colombo : National Library and Docuinen- lin in g  Company, 1987 
tation Centre, 2002 ‘'-fO v-'l « X , : "T-



£3©c3^r> cP3 o d u j  Qgojq 
003271 CJO50OcjO3(yi3c2 c?w V o£7) 27)30i_2 0-G-)G.(Vi-2 

£03 odecdC3£7><227> ^ £ 0 }O o i  20U G ©

£ £ © © 0 5 :0 0 5 ( 2 0 ' c '?o d 3c^ ij) e d e d d o u
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c~£2gUd> 2000© 0<;d©)00
r̂vj<9bd,3}j6a 2)FOJar̂ ia&6frl65T 

5JT5oa.ijab(6TF,ababrT6i5T 
9(rr,r̂ j£fl6?D653TrB̂  uLî Luev" 
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