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. A training programme was conducted for community library caretakers at the International Centre
in Embilipitiya from the 22™ to 24, Feb 2007. The objective of the programme was to formalize the
community library service which. is conducted in relation to the project on Community Water Supply and
Sanitation in Hambanthota district. Thirty community library caretakers of the district participated at the

training programme. y

) A three-day training programme was held from the 22™-24", March 2007 at Bikku Aramaya,
Thekkawatta at Palathota, Kalutara under the training programme for Pirivena librarians of the National
Library and Documentation Services Board. Thirty-seven participants were present at this programme.

o Two seminars were conducted for the postgraduate students and academic staff of universities on
information resources and services available at the National Library. The first was held on the 17%, January
2007 at the Medical Faculty of the University of Ruhuna at Karapitiya, Galle and the other one was
conducted at the Wayamba University, Makandura.

A dialogic seminar was conducted on the 27%, Feb 2007 for new writers under the Publications
Assistance Project implemented by the National Library and Documentation Services Board. This was
held at the auditorium of the National Library and Hon. Minister of Education, Mr. Susil Premajayanth was
the Chief Guest at the occasior.

Prof. Kusuma Karunarathne, Mr. Somaweera Senanayake, Mr. Sarath Wijesooriya and Mr.
Piyadasa Ranasinghe delivered lectures on creative writership and some other aspects of it.

. Two workshops were ccnducted from the 8%- 9%, March 2007 and 26®-27%, March 2007 at the
National Library and Documentation Services Board with the participation of 28 representatives of various
libraries in the country on conservation and preservation of library materials.

. Another two workshops were conducted on the use of computers for library activities at the
National Library and Documentation Services Board from 22™- 24% February 2007 and 29% - 31
March 2007. There were 27 participants from Public Libraries.

4 A 3 )
B ks XE B3 3.4

J The Worlc! Intellectual Property Organization organized an Asia Pacific Regional Conference under
the themg, “Copyright and paralle! rights in relation to the field of Library Science”. This was held from the
13®-15%, Feb 2007 at the Hotel, Ia-o-Plaza, Vietnam in La-0-z. Mr. W. Sunil, Librarian and the Head of

Publication Division at the National Library and Documentation Services Board participated at the
conference.
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Sri Lanka - Korea Workshop on Conservation of Documentary Heritage in
Sri Lanka

- A workshop has been scheduled to be held in August, 2007 in Sri Lanka on conservation and

preservation ofdocumentary heritage in Sri Lanka.

- A Korean delegation has already visited the country on 25th, Fe aruary 2007 forone week study

touron Sri Lankan documentary heritage and for preliminary organizations! activities ofthe conference.

- This group ofspecialists, on their visitin Sri Lanka focused their attention on the National Library,
Department of National Archives, Royal Asiatic Society Library and the Universities of Kelaniya and

Vidyalankara in which important major Sri Lankan documen ts are kept.
Change in ISBN

- International Centre for International Standard Book-
Numberhas decided to expand the numberofdigits in international
Standard Book Number (ISBN). Thenumberofdigits so far used,
consisted ten (10) and the new ISBN number will consistof 13
digits. National Library and Documentation Services Board is the
N ational Agency forissuing ISBN numbers for local publications.
Since IstJanuary, 2007 all Sri Lankan publications will be given

their ISBN numbers with 13 digits.

- A discussion was held on the 28th, M arch 2007 at the

Seminar Room ofthe Board to make the local publishers aware ofthese changes in ISBN numbers. A

numberofjournalistsrepresenting both electronic and print media, also participated atthis discussion

N ational Reading Month

- Prize giving ofthe national level Poster Com petition under the, ‘National Reading M onth-October
2006 programme was held on the 15th, M arch 2007 at the auditorium of the National Library. M r

Ariyarathne Hewage, Secretary ofthe Ministry ofEducation was the ChiefGuest.

- The winners from the 1stto 10thpositions ofthis poster
com petition underboth school level and open com petitions were
given av/ards, and certificates. Prof. Anura W ickramasinghe of
the Sinhala Department of the UniversityofColombo delivered
a lecture on the topic, ‘Reading and Cognitive Development’, at

this prize giving ceremony.
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___ News from Other Libraries

The American Centre conducted an exhibition of African - American films from 22™-27* February
2007 at the auditorium of the Public Library, Colombo and another exhibition on photographs was held at
the Public Library, Galle from 14%-19" March 2007 . The exhibition consisted of 81 black and white
photographs. /

The auditorium of the I). S. Senanayake Memorial Public Library in Kandy was completely
destroyed due to an accidental fire at night on the 2™ Feb. 2007. This incident took place while there was
a programme being conducted at the auditorium of the library. The books of the lending section were also
damaged in this fire.

This library is historically important as the first independent library in Sri Lanka which commenced
on the 1% October 1920. The public, had tirelessly assisted to protect the library from the fire at this
moment.

Though books of the library were not much damaged in the fire, the water used to control the fire
had made about 20000 books wet. Another 2000 books had been burnt. Under the leadership of
Mr. M S.1J. Amarasiri the Director General of the National Library and Documentation Services Board,
and Dr. Saroja Wettasinghe the Director of the Department of National Archives, an immediate special
programrne was implemented to preserve the books. The books were dried, then fumigated soon in order
to preserve them. The officers of the Kandy Branch of the Department of National Archives also contributed
to this programme.

Main and primary secticn libraries of the Dharrnapala. Vidyalaya jointly conducted a workshop
under the guidance of their Principal and the Vice Principal on the 30%, March 2007 with the purpose of
introducing creative writers to the country. The Director of the School Library Unit of the Ministry of
Education, Mr. Sepala Kuruppu Arachchi was the Chief Guest of this event.

The University of Donguk in Boosen, Korea denated 14 computers to the library of the Buddhist
and Pali University of Sri Lanka.
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Donation o f*Thripitaka Grantha’

Reverend Prof. Kalalelle Shekera There the Ilead of Pirivenaresiding at Uluw itike, Galle has
donated 42 Tliripitaka Grantha to the Buddhistand PalimUniversityofSri Lanka, Ihis donation was accepted

by Mahopadya Reverend Prof. Wewegama PiyarathanaThcro ofthe University.

New Software for Autom ation of Library Activities

ofthe Buddhist and Pali University ofsri Lanka

A local software is used to autom ate the library activities of the Buddhistand Pali University. This
special software was developed by the Senior Assistant Librarian ofthe University of Ruhuna, Mr. Nim al
Hettiarachchi using the Open Source System K.OHA software. Special characteristic ofthis isthe ability to

disseminate and display data in Sinhala, Tamil and English.

Extension Services in the c hildren's Unit ofthe Public Library, Colombo

The following extension programmes have been introduced to the ( hildren's Unitofthe Public

Library, Colombo.

Children's Computer Service:

From 9.00 am -4.15 pm on weekends

Program me on Chess:
From 9.00 am - 12

noon on Saturdays

Hom s for Drawing:
Prom 11.00 am - 12.30 pm

on Saturdays
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The Renaissance and Reformation in Europe
witnessed the growth of various types of libraries
such as public, special, academic and national.
Among these types of libraries the national library is
aunique institution all over the world. As knowl-
edge has become the most significant intangible as-
set in the present day world, dissemination of infor-
mation to the society is a major responsibility of any
type of library. Free access to information is a hu-
man right. According to Article 19 of United Na-
tions Universal Declaration of Human
Rights:”Everyone has the right to freedom of opin-
ion and expression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek, re-
ceive and impart information and ideas through any
media and regardless of frontiers”(UNO,1948). The
main duty and the responsibility of a library is pro-
viding right information to the right reader at the right
time. Therefore, it is a major responsibility of a li-
brary to provide its service to all the members of the
community, regardless of age, race, nationality, reli-
gion, culture, political affiliation, physical or other
disabilities, gender or sexual orientation, and any
other status. Out of numerous types of libraries there
exist currently the national library has a major role
to play to fulfil this requirement.

A national library is a living organization as
well as a social institution in the contemporary soci-
ety. Itis the heart of library system of any country.
Origin of the concept of national libraries goes back
to the 16" century, which emerged in France with
the establishment of legal deposit for the benefit of
the Bibliotheque du Roi by the ordinance de
Montpellier in 1537(Wilson, 1989;pp75-95). Na-
ture and functions of the national libraries differ from
country-to-country as well as from region-to-region.
While some national libraries of the world try to
achieve intellectual aims, some try to gain political

aims also. The Lenin National Library was one ex-
ample of this fact. One of the main objectives of the
Lenin National Library was *“ The Lenin library con-
tributes to the development of communism in the
USSR. It publicized Marxist-Leninist doctrite, de-
cisions of the communist party and the Soviet Gov-
ernment; participates in the communist education of
workers and in the development of all branches of
the national economy” (Humphreys, 1964). These
diverse aims of national libraries were clearly
identified by Bourageo (1958). According to him it
is not clear what a national library really is, nor can
we name with certainty the qualities a national
library must possess or the functions it must fulfil in
order to be rightly called national .

There is no universally accepted definition
of a national library.” It is easy to think of national
library as a well-established category of libraries. ..
occupying asimilar position and fulfilling similer roles
in most, if not all coutries yet national libraries are
surprisingly difficult to define”(Line,1979a;p.317)

The definition of the United Nation’s
Education, Social Cultural Organisation’s for
national library covers the overall objectives of the
national library..

“Libraries wkich, irrespective of their title,
are responsible for acquiring and conserving copies
of all significant publications published in the coun-
try and functioning as: a deposit library, whether by
law or under other arrangements. They will also
normally perform sorae of the following functions:
produce a national Bibliography, hold and keep up
to date a large and representative collection of for-
eign literature, inclucling books about the country;
act as anarional biblicgraphical information center;
compile union catalogues; publish the retrospective
national Bibliography. Libraries which may be called
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national but whose functions do not correspond to
the above definitions should not be placed in the
national libraries category (Lor,1997).

Since the Unesco Symposium on National
Libraries of 1958 various attempts have bezn made
to synthesize the declared functions of national
libraries (Mearns,1955).0ne of the most ac:eptable
sets of functions of national libraries was submitted
by Humphreys in 1964 (Humphreys, 1966; pp.158-
159) and Line rearranged this order Line,(1987;
pp- 16-17).

Comnish (1992) has identified fifteen relevant
functions of a national library. Goodrum (1986)
discussed about functions and duties of national
libraries according to period of establishment of
national libraries. He has highlighted three stages of
history of national libraries. Lore (1997) has
identified eleven functions of a national library
.Almost all developed countries have setup their
national libraries and functioning well against the
developing countries that are far behind in this
process. Nahari (1981984) has pointed out some
guide lines for establishing national libraries in
developing countries. Xuerb (1977) also discussed
about role of national libraries in developing
countries. United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization and International Federation
of Library Associations and Institutions have urged
all the governments of the world to create national
libraries with strong legislative empowermert.
According to Bagrova,(1992), it is desirable that
every country should have a national library and
further all national libraries that have no legislative
base for their activities or that have outdated
legislation must urge their governments to adopt laws
ensuring efficient fulfilment of national library
functions.

Asasocial institution it is a common feature
that every national library has to face socio economic
and political problems within the framework of the
particular country. Almost everywhere the national
libraries are in crisis. The Lenin State Library, the
second largest national library of the world has
already changed its aim and objectives as well as
title of the library. With the collapse of previous
United Soviet Socialist Republic and establishment
of new separate states there were a number- of new
national libraries. Some national libraries of the world
were totally destroyed as a result of political struggle

among countries. The Iraq National Library is the
best example which was totally damaged cluring the
recent invasion by the United State of America. This
national library was established by the national library
actin 1961 (Hashini, 1987; p.220). As aresult of
the war the National and University Library of
Bosnia was destroyed with 1.5 millicn books
(Riedlmayer, 1995). The national library is a main
repository of the nation’s heritage of every country.
So it should be protected as a national treasure
house. But so many challenges come from natural
and manmade disasters for the existence of national
libraries. Burchard recommended in his pzper to set
up two separate repositories on a national basis in
order to safeguard national collection against disaster
(Burchard, 1946).

Budget constraint have had significant
impact on the development of national libraries, which
resulted in shrinking of all the national libraries instead
of expansion and development. According to Line,
(1998) although almost all the national libraries were
able to improve thzir efficiency, they were unable
to maintain their former acquisition programmes or
services .The Library of Congress lost 465 staffin
1986 (LC Annual report, 1987) .The collection,
processing, maintaining and offering access to the
nation’s publications are the fundamental functions
of anational library, continued from the sixteenth
century. Preservation of library material is a daunting
task to all libraries as it requires huge sum of money.
The Library of Congress estimated that the annual
loss of books by deterioration is some 77000
volumes. It is spending $11.5 million for a mass de-
acidification facility at Fort Derrick Maryland
(Humpbhreys, 1987; p.37). The National Library of
New Zealand derived authority from an Act of
Parliament but it has very limited funds to research
and development in the country (Chandler, 1982;
p.212).The national library of USSR is another major
national library which undergoes severe financial
difficulties since the end of last century. According
to Igumrmnova “ the economic crisis which has struck
the country has led to a situation where by at the
beginning of 1991, the library had no allccation in
foreign currency and could not purchase books
abroad (Igumnova,1991;p .71). The National
Library of France faces three great challenges,
critical storage of space, the rapid changes in
Information technology and deterioration of its
collection” (Ladurie, 1992).
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Storage capacity and the capability were
next significant problems faced by most national
libraries. As a solution to this problem developed
countries have taken action to build and renovate of
their national library building. Japan has decicled to
setup a second National Diet library in the Kiansas
region. Due to growing demand of national library
services and new challenges of information
technology they have already drafted second national
diet library project. Another reason for this project
is the factor of natural disaster. Japan often faces
earth quake and other natural disasters (Ibusuki,
2000).

Development of technology including
desktop publishing has created a complicated
situation to national library systems of the world. It
has already challenged some function of the national
libraries such as legal deposit and compilation of the
national bibliography. With all these challenges and
constraints some national libraries especially in
developed countries carry out digitization projects
very successfully. The Library of Congress has
already started digitization work relating to the
American Memory Project (Apple, 1997; p.18).The
National Library of Canada, Wales and the British

Library carry on digitization projects very

successfully. The Malaysian National Library started
a project of audio book production for the visually
handicapped readers (Ibrahim, 1997; p.33). The
National Library Board of Singapore has taken steps
to create new multimedia training centre (Onn, 1997;
p-43). The Australian National Library is undertaking
digitization project very successfully. It has been
involved in networking since the 1970’s and its
current Australian Bibliographic Network system
provides services to over 1.500 libraries with
databases of more than 12 million records. It is
currently developing with the National Library of
New Zealand a completely re-engineered set of
services to be known as Word 1 and consisting of a
“one-stop shop” service to documents on world-
wide basis (Wainwright, 1996; p.8).

One of the main responsibilities of national
libraries is collecting the national literary output which
is not only published on papers, but also originates
as electronic forms. In order to make provision for
collecting electronic documents by national libraries,
the Working Group of the Conference of Directors
of National Libraries prepared a document cn the
topic of the legal deposit of electronic publications.

This report suggests guidelines for national libraries
both indeveloping and developed countries on how
to prepare proposals for the legal deposit, housing
and maintaining of such electronic publications
(CDNL, 1998).

Most national libraries in the developed world
have based on collabcrative model as a solution for
some important contemporary problems. National
libraries in developing world are still based on
leadership model. But they need to identify value of
gollaboration.

Collaboration
SEN RN RSN

Collaboraticn is a very wide concept and
not discussed in depth yet in library science and
information context, which is an indispensable
concept in organizational management. There isno
universally accepted definition for collaboration
because of the complexity of the concept. According
to Collins English Dictionary (2002) Collabcration
is “to work with another or others on ajoint project”.
Melling and Little (2002) discussed about reasons
for why collaborative working takes place. Dobbins
(2004) highlighted challenges and barriers to effective
collaboration and had pointed out lack of funds,
information and communication technology cuiltures,
change and complexity as barriers for collaboration.
Collaboration is an essential concept for the field of
Library and Information Science. Most national
libraries in the developed world are based on a
collaborative model. There are number of areas in
this sector to start collaborative project. Moore &
Carpenter (2002) have discussed many forms of
library collaboration. Borphy has highlighted existing
forms of library collaborations (Brophy,2001). A
number of guidelines ,,nodules and advices have been
given in the literature for the use of practitioners to
achieve successful collaborative working

(Hawking & Malley, 1999; Nankivell, Foster Elikin,

1999; Childs & Banwell, 2001; Controller &
Auditor General, 2001).

The United Kingdom is one of the countries
which has long tradition of library collaborations.
Brazier (2005) discussed collaborative project in
UK with special attention to collaboration in digital
Archiving in UK. One of the most important studies
has been made by Zavvivah Baba( 2005) on the topic
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of Networking Cultural heritage: an overview of
initiatives for collaboration among national libraries,
museums and archives in Asia and Oceania. She has
carried out this study based on thirty one national
libraries in the region. Shepherd (1999) has carried
out a study on Collaboration in Research Library
Provision with an international review. In his research
he has revealed results of case studies in selected
countries. In the same year he discussed result of
successful collaboration among three university
libraries in Canada.National Libraries of the
Netherlands and Belgium have started a number of
collaborative projects on digitization. One of the
secrets of the success of world giant national libraries
such as the Library of Congress,National Library of
Australia is starting of collaborative prograrnme.

As anational library in a developing world,
National Library and Documentation Centre of Sri
Lanka has identified the usefulness of the collabo-
ration. According to aims and objectives of the
SLNLDC it has given priority for library collabora-
tion.

The National Library and Documentation
Centre should give its priority to start collaborative
programmes with suitable partners in the discipline.
First of all it is necessary to start a dialogue among
professionals in the country about value of library
- collaboration. At this stage NLDC should essentially
act as a focal point of the initiation of activities of
collaborative programmes.
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