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A press briefing and a progress review meeting were held at the National Library Auditorium
on 27.04.2007 to mark the 37" anniversary of the NLDSB (1970-2007) and the 17% anniversary of
the NLDC (1990-2007). An exhibition for dispiaying activities of various sections of the NLDSB
was also organized in relation to this an exhibition simultaneously was also organized.

* One day Seminar was held on 30.05.2007 at the auditorium
of the NLDSB on the topic “New Structure for the National
Library”. This was based on the doctoral research of Mr. M K
Weerasinghe, Senior Lecturer, Department of Library Science,
University of Kelaniya. A number of professionals representing
the library field in Sri Lanka attended this seminar.

* A discussion on the development of public libraries in the

central province was held at Nawayalatenna Local Government Training Centre under the patronage
of Dept. of Local Government to mark the Local Government Library Day on 03.07.2007. At this
discussion lecture on “Merge of Modern and Traditional Knowledge for the Rural Development”
was delivered by Dr.H M D R Herath, Senior Lecturer, Dept. of Sociology, University of Peradeniya.
Local Government Commissioner of Central Province, Assistant commissioners, community
development officers and the librarians attended this discussion. '

* A seminar was held on 28.05.2007 at the auditorium of Medadumbara Divisional Secretariat.
Sixty two officers representing the public library staff and the office bearers of the reader societies of
the Madadumbara Pradeshiya Sabha attended this seminar.

* A seminar on the development of School and Public Libraries in Polonnaruwa district was
held at Pulathisipura National College of Education on 09.06.2007. 150 public library librarians,
teacher librarians and principals of the Polonnaruwa District attended this seminar.

* Training Programme =~ - =

* A training programme on library management was conducted at Saripuththa National College
of Education, Nittambuwa on 22" and 23" May 2007. 60 trainee students were participated at the
programme.

* Another such training programme on library management was conducted for pirivena librarians
at Kelaniya Vidyalankara Pirivena on 05" and 06" June 2007. This was organized to mark the
pirivena library day. Inauguration was headed by most Ven.Welamitiyawe Kusaladamma Thero.
There were 40 pirivena librarians attended this training programme.
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* Two in-service training sessions were held at the NLDSB from 05.06.2007 to 15.06.2007

and 22.05.2007 to 02.06.2007 for Tamil Medium students who follow the DIPLIS course at the
SLLA. There were 14 students at this programme.

*

Two training programmes were held for book binders and i junior staff of the library of the
Open University of Sri Lanka on book binding and preservation of library materials. These programmes
were held from 24% - 27% April 2007 and 18 - 225 June 2007 respectively at the National
Library and Documentation Services Board.

Abook exhibition was organized by the National Library and Documentation Services Board

paralle] to the educational exhibition held at the Holy Cross College, Kalutara. There was a special

discount scheme for school students at this exhibition which took place from 14 to 16, June 2007.

*  National Library has made arrangements to compile a database which consists of historicaly -
and culturally important, photographs of Sri Lankans. It is a sort of an index through which photographs
can be easily retrived.

x* National Library and Documentation Services Board has taken steps to prepare a database on
the libraries attached to government departments and ministries. All libraries attached to government
departments and ministries are invited to send their information for this database. -

Recently the National Library has initiated a new organization named “Friends of the National
Library”. This organization is comprised of the professionals, former chairpersons, staff members of
the National Library and some leading personnel in the field of library sciences. The main objective
of forming this organization is to find mechanisms to popularize the National Library among the
general public and to get expertise from friends to develop National Library activities and to prepare
plans for improvement. The inaugural ceramony was held 30* March 2007, and first committee was

convened on 4% June 2007.

A seminar on National Level Library Collections, their Organization and Preservation was
held at the NLDSB auditorium on 10.05.2007. This was organized by the NLDSB and the National

and Provincial L1brar1ans Group of the SLLA.

NILIS has started Ph.D and M.Phil Courses on library and information science for the first
emony was held on 25.05.2007 at the SLFI auditorium. Hon. Minister of

Higher Education Prof. Wishwa Warnapala was the chief guest on this occasion.

time. The inauguration cer
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“Establishit.g hiamp Society

Lo

Colombo Public Library has established 2 “Children’s
Stamp Society” for its young readers. Sri Lanka Philatelic
Bureau has facilitated them. The first megting of the
Children’s Stamps Society was held on 09.06.20007 at the
Colombo Public Library. Twenty five readers took part in
this event.

cal Government Week 1

S0

Gampola Public Library has organized a series of events to mark the local government
week. Second day of the week (10.06.2007) was on Education, Library Development and Sports.
A Digital Story Telling Programme for children was organized in collaboration with Kothmale

Community Radio Service.

- Opening of the Digital Librar

National Science Foundation (NSF) has started a Digital Library attached to its information
centre. Opening ceremony of Digital Library took place on 18.06.2007 under the patronage of
Prof.Tissa Witharana, the Minister of Science and Technology. Information can be accessed through
Internet and this would be very useful to academics engaged in research in various disciplines.

47 AGM of the SLLA was held at SLFI on 29.06.2007 and the following office bearers
were elected. Prof. S.Navasivayam, Director, Arthar C. Cleark Centre for Medern Technolgy delivered
the keynote address at this occasion.

President - Mr. Piyadasa Ranasinghe
Immediate Past President - Mrs.Dilmani Warnasuriya
President Elect - Mr.GM.P.B.Gallabe

Vice President - Mr.J.A.Amaraweera
General Secretary - Mrs.Dushyanthi Daniel
Treasurer - Mr.Anton D.Nallathamby
Education Officer - Mrs.Shivanthi Weerasinghe

Assistant Education Officer - Mrs.C.S.Dharmaratne
Assistant General Secretary . - Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake
Publications and Publicity - Mrs.G.M.De Silva

Officer

Information & Public - Mr.J.Ratnayake

Relations Officer
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Abstract

Established in year 2003, E-LIS is an international
Open Access (OA) digital repository on
librarianship, information science and technology,
and related disciplines. It uses the Open Archives
Initiative (OAI) protocol and tools to facilitate
interoperability between repository servers. To
date E-LIS is the biggest repository in library and
information science (LIS) which contains over
5000 e-prints. This paper has described the Open
Access (OA) concept and has discussed the main
characteristics, submission policy, features, etc.

of the E-LIS repository in detail. It has also
delineated some of the advantages and
disadvantages of the repository. Especially the
short comings of the review process were
identified as the major disadvantage. This paper
also aimed the promotion of OA movement by
encouraging the LIS community in Sri Lanka to
deposit their works in E-LIS. Finally, the paper
has highlighted the importance of establishing a
subject-based digital repository in LIS in Sri Lanka
based on OA initiatives.

Keywords: E-LIS, E-prints in Library and
Information Science, digital repositories, open
access, open archives, scholarly communication

1. Introd_uction

Libraries play a vital role in providing free access
to information by collecting materials and making
them available to those who seek it. According to
the IFLA/ UNESCO Public Library Manifesto
(1994) “The services of the public library are
provided on the basis of equality of access for all,
regardless of age, race, sex, religion, nationality...”

Although the majority of information available in
libraries is free for end users, at present, much of
the information is hidden behind subscriptions &
is limited to those libraries who can afford to pay
on their own. As aresult end users in most libraries
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can not access majority of information because
of the financial constraints their libraries
encounter.

According to Harnad (2001) .. .unlike the authors
of books & magazine articles, who write for
royalty or fees, the authors of refereed journal
articles write only for research impact...” In other
words, researchers submit their articles to refereed
journals with the aim of disseminating their
findings to a larger community. But when it
appears in a refereed journal, most of the libraries
& researchers can not benefit, because of the cost
of the journal. Therefore, only the richest
institutions have been able to afford a reasonable
proportion of all the scholarly journals published
and accessing such articles is not always been easy

- for most researchers. Also in the process, authors

have to transfer their copyright to the publishers,
so that not only they lost the right to what they
have written, but they also can not fulfill their
mission, the “research impact” well, due to the
cost for the information when it reaches to the
end users.

2. Open Access

“The Open Access (OA) movement is one of more
striking developments in the world of scholarly
communication. The aim of OA is to make the
recorded out put of research, most of which is
publicly funded, freely available to all over the
Internet” (Waller, 2006)

“OA” means allowing any user to search,

download, read, copy, and print the full-text
scientific or academic literature (mainly the peer-
reviewed articles), freely on the Internet by today,
OA has become a new model of scholarly
publishing. It has particularly developed to
minimize limitations imposed by excessive
subscription price increases for peer-reviewed
journals on researchers and libraries. '
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Therefore, now authors have recognized ihe
importance of OA movement in the process of
making available their research findings and tzad
to deposit their works in freely accessible &

- universally available institutional-based and/or
subject-based online digital repositories {(also
known as open access repositories, open archives,
open access repositories, open digital archives, free
online archives, etc.)

There are two main avenues of OA (Ranasinghe,
2007).

® Open access publishing
& .
® Author self-archiving in digital repositories

2.1 Open access publishing

Open access publishing is one of two general
methods for providing open access. Open access
journals that offer their content free of charge
through the Internet is an example for OA
publishing. Currently, there are thousands of such
journals in almost all subject fields, and they are
listed in resources such as Directory of Open
Access Journals — DOAJ. Journals such as
Ariadne, Information Research, Webology are
some examples for open access journals in LIS.

2.2 Author self-archiving in digital
- repositories

Self-archiving is the other way of provoding open
acces. Self-archiving can be defined as the deposit
of a digital document in a public, free-access
repository, for example, an e-print archive by the
author himself. According to Wikipedia “Self-
archiving involves depositing a free copy of a
digital document on the World Wide Web in order

. to provide open access to it. The term usually
refers to the self-archiving of peer reviewed
research journal and conference articles as well
as theses, deposited in the author’s own
institutional repository or open archive for the
purpose of maximizing its accessibility, usage and
citation impact...”

Digital e-print repositories are collections of
various types of electronic documents (book
chapters, conference presentations, theses,
technical reports, data sets etc.), but primarily peer

reviewed journal articles in different stages of .
publishing process (from preprint to postprint).
Repositories can be organized as subject based
{collecting documents that belong to certain
scientific discipline) or institutional (collecting the -
intellectual output of the whole institution).

An “eprint” is a digital version of a research
document (usually a journal article, but could also
be a thesis, conference paper, book chapter, or a
bcok) that is accessible online from an institutional
or a subject-based digital repository.

When applied to journal articles, the term
“eprints” (or “e-prints”) covers both preprints
(before peer review) and postprints (after peer

review). ’ : B

3. E-LIS

E-Prints in Library & Information Science (E-LIS)
is a freely accessible internationals open access
subject based digital repository for the LIS sphere,
where LIS professionals deposit their e-prints with
the aim of getting a wide access for their
publications while preserving their documents in
an archive. It was established in 2003, based on
the Open Source initiatives. So far E-LIS is the
biggest repository in the field of LIS (7108
documents by 3™ January, 2008). .

Its objective is to propagate the OA movement by
making the full text of LIS related scientific
documents more “visible, accessible, harvestable,
searchable and useable ... by any potential user
with access to the Internet” (E-LIS Policy).

E-LIS established as the first international e-server
in LIS as a result of the RCLIS (Research in
Computing, Library and Information Science) and
the DoIS (Documents in Information Science)
projects. E-LIS relies on the voluntary work of
individuals from a wide range of backgrounds and

is non-commercial.

E-LIS follows the Open Archives Initiative.(OAI)

standards for metadata tags (e.g., “date”, “author”,
“title”, “journal” etc.). So that the full-text
documents in different formats in different
repositories can be jointly searched and retrieved
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by anyone as if they were all in one place and in
one format. In other words, when the same
metadata tags are used they become
“interoperable” and then metadata can be
“harvested”.

3.1 Objectives of E-LIS

® To promote self-archiving in LIS

® To offer an open archive to authors without
access to an institutional repository

® More visibility for authors, citations

® Platform to test and see how an open archive
works and what its capabilities are

3.2 GNU Eprints Software

E-LIS is created based on the freely available
GNU Eprints software, developed at the
University of Southampton (Eprints Home Page).
GNU is a computer operating system composed
entirely of free software. This open source
software is established as the easiest and fastest
way to set up subject and/or institutional-based
digital repositories to provide open access research
literature.

3.3 Contribution to E-LIS

The contribution policy has become very simple,
in order to maximize the number of authors
archiving their documents in E-LIS. As a result,
any document related to LIS, electronically
available in any format, can be submitted to the
repository.

The basic criteria for acceptance is that the
document must be relevant to research in LIS
fields and should be complete and ready to be
entered into a process of scholarly communication.
Three levels of control are in place - registered
user/author; editor; site manager - to ensure
inappropriate papers are not included.
Publications may include;

® pre-prints (pre-refereed journal paper)

® post prints (refereed journal paper)

® conference papers, conference posters

@ presentations

® books, book chapters

@ technical reports/departmental working papers

® theses, newspaper and magazine articles, etc.

In order to submit a document, the author needs
to register and obtain a user ID in the system.
The registration process is very simple and after
the registration the author will be able to have
his/her own space (area) in the archive (Figure

1.

< Library

sformation &«

home | about | search | browse |

register |

registered users area | help | FAQ | JITA

Begin a New Item

remember if you have deposited an item or not.

Items in your Warkspace

be considered for the archive until you deposit them.

Use of electronic journals in Sri Lankan University
Libraries : a study of present practices and future
opportunities

Edit,

Pending Items

You currently have no pending items

Most Recently Accepted Items

User Area Homepage - Tharanga Dilruk Ranasinghe, Weerakkody Mohottige

Welcome to the registered user area at E-LIS. Please select one of the options below.

This will create a new item start editing it and allow you to attach files.
You must deposit the item for it to be submitted to the live archive.
Deposited items will not appear until they have been checked by a user
with that responsibility. You should review your existing items if you can't

These are items you are currently in the process of depositing. These will not

Deposit,
Use as template, Delete

View/change your user record

Select this option to see your user record,
and to correct or update your user
information.

Change or add an alert

K
g,
i
i}
]
'
:
H
i
o
he i
B
:
|
:

Select this option to add a new alert or to
change any alert. This allows you to instruct
the archive to automatically email you with
lists of documents deposited that match
your criteria every day, week or month.

i
i

Change your Email Address

Change the email address which eprints has
for you.

Change User Login

Log in to EPrints as a different user. There is
currentlv no “logout” feature.

8 et

Figure 1: Users’ space (area)
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Documents submitted are not added directly to
the archive. They are placed into a submission
buffer for review (Figure 2). In the process, these
documents may be approved, rejected, or retuined
to the author for modifications in the metadata or
if there are problems with the electronic file. E-
LIS is comprised of a volunteer editorial panel
coming from all over the world. An editor

representing the author’s country of origin reviews
the document for its consistency and also confirms
whether it meets the policies of E-LIS. The
documents which meet the selection criteria are
deposited into the archive. Once a paper is
deposited in E-LIS, it becomes accessible to other
users within forty eight (48) hours. Since E-LIS
i1s an international open digital repository,
documents in any language can be deposited.
Documents other than in English must include an

Figure 2: Basic Workflow of E-LIS

abstract and keywords in English.
'3.4 Finding documents in E-LIS

There are two ways in finding a document
¢ Browsing
(by author, subject, country, book/journal
title, year of publication, etc.)
® Searching
O Quick search
O Simple search (title/abstract keywords,
full text, authors/editors, year)
O Advanced search (any field including
above & publication, language. status,
editor, etc.)

Items deposited withifi the past week can be
viewed in the Recent Submissions section of the
home page (E-LIS Home Page). Having browsed/

searched the archive, users can view the metadata
associated with documents, and download the
required, if it does not have restricted access.

3.5 Copyright & Metadata Policy of E-LIS

While authors remain the copyright for their
works, end users are granted permission for using
e-prints in the archive for their educational,
research, and other non-commercial purposes
under national and international laws on

Copyright.

Metadata related to e-prints deposited can be
collected by third parties via mechanics to create
various end-user services to provide accessibility
to the archival content. In other words, metadata
can be harvested, but harvesting the full content
of an e-print is not allowed.
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3.6 Additional features of E-LIS

Usage statistics: Usage statistics related to an
each e-print, which helps users as well as the
authors to determine the popularity of an e-print,
are available. Statistics related to abstract views
‘and document downloads can be obtained for all
the years, even according to the country of access.

JITA Classification Scheme: This especially
designed classification scheme comprised of 12
main subjects and several sub divisions is used to
assign standard subject headings for e-prints added
to the repository. Each author must select at least
one of these headings which describe the subject
content of the document in addition to the key
words provided by them.

E-mail alerts: Interested users can subscribe to
an ongoing e-mail notification service regarding
the new items added to E-LIS.

4. Other open archives in LIS

E-LIS is not the only digital repository in the field
of LIS. Following are some other initiatives based
on different platforms such as DSpace, etc.

e archiveSIC (http://archivesic.ccsd.cnrs.fr/)
Contains over 622 documents and is based in
France and uses the DSpace software to create
the archive.

® DLIST (http://dlist.sir.arizona.edu/)

Contains over 500 documents on librarianship
and information literacy and based in School
of Information Resources and Library Science
and Arizona Health Sciences Library
(University of Arizona) and use the Eprints
software.

® LDL Librarians’ Digital Library (https:/
drtc.isibang.ac.in/)
Contains over 176 documents and situated in
the Indian Documentation Research &
Training Centre (DRTC), Indian Statistical
Institute of Bangalore. The archive is based
on DSpace platform.

5. Advantages of E-LIS

This e-print archive provides free access to most
of its’ content via the Internet to any one all over
the world on the 24hrs x 7 days basis. So that, it
Has enabled the LIS community worldwide to
share their research findings, etc. on a cbmmon
platform without language barriers. At the same
time, E-LIS works as a ‘Digital Archive’ in
preserving documents related to LIS.

6. Disadvantages of E-LIS

The main disadvantage of E-LIS is its’ review
process. An e-print submitted to E-LIS is evaluated
by a volunteer editor representing the author’s
country of origin for its consistency and also for
confirming whether it meets the policies of E-LIS.
In this case, the country editor always will not be
an expert in the subject area described in the
document. This may sometimes affect to the
quality of the documents deposited in repository.

7. Conclusion

Open Access to its’ literature maximizes the
research impact and improves the scholarly
communication in any field of study. Eprints in
Library and Information Science is an endeavor
to propagate the OA movement in LIS.
Furthermore, it is a living example how OA can
be implemented in LIS sphere. Therefore, the LIS
community has to be motivated to deposit their
e-prints in E-LIS. Finally, more subject and/or
institutional-based digital repositories have to be
established locally as well as internationally in
order to further the OA movement.
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