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*(Lp* ^Ii5l6i51(i5^ l̂ s_^^KSLUfT<sb^ |̂j, irrfjgjjLi) glfr60*p’*®D6n uu51rb2)j6i5lLiû rb<gbnr65T uii51(T)<41flb«)06TT
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ufBJ@uni)n5)65T̂ .

2007 <^lb  ,̂6OTT© gT6!06D (ip^60 l^^LDUfj 6U6iO[JlJJfT65T *rT6V)LJU(ĝ lll5l6V) G>£<#)lLJ rFJT6\)<Sb
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Following Training Courses were conducted by the NLDSB during the period o f July-December 2007

D ate

18-15.10.2007

15-16.11.2007

04.12.2007

14.12.2007

Theme Venue and No of Participants

Training o f teacher librarians 
in Trincomalee District

Kantale, GantalawaMahaVidyalaya- 37 
teacher librarians participated

Management o f library 
resources for teacher 
librarians in Ratnapura 
District

Pussalla Meneripitiya Educational 
Management Training Center - 41 
teacher librarians participated

School Library Awareness 
Programme for National 
School librarians 
Training o f Community 
Development Officers, 
librarians and members o f 
user clubs in Kurunegala 
district

National Library Auditorium - 48 
teacher librarians participated

Janakala Kendraya Kurunegala - 42 
members participated

National Library & Documentation Services Board is organizing various courses for training the 
community development officers & librarians in different areas o f the country. Accordingly, a training 
course on “Library Management” for community development officers & librarians o f Uva Province, was 
held from 9 to 10 August, 2007 at Uva Management Development & Training Institute, Palgahathanna. 50 
participants attended the training. At this workshop, an awareness programme on library activities was 
also held for the public library attendants. 26 library attendants participated the programme.

The National Library and Documentation Services Board organized several exhibitions in 
different places o f the Island during the period July-December 2007.

Theam and Place Date

Nethpahana Educational and Cultural Exhibition, Kirillawala 
Asala Festival -Kataragama 
Maristela School -N egom bo
National Literary Festival - - Galnewa Mv. Anuradhapura
International Book F air- BMICH
National Art Festival - Sripalee Vidyalaya Horana

18-22 July 2007 
15-30 July 2007 
03-05 August 2007 
06-07 September 2007 
08-16 September 2007 
21 -22 September 2007
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The seminar on Conservation ofDocunfentary Heritage in Sri Lanka was held from 23 to 24 July 
2007 at Taj Samudra Hotel. This was jointly organized by the Korean National Commission for Unesco, 
Memory o f the World National Committee and the National Library and Documentation Services Board. 
This seminar was headed by His excellency Kwon Yangdal, Ambassador o f Corea in Sri Lanka and Mrs. 
Mallika Karunarathne, secretary o f the Ministry o f National Heritage. Senior librarians o f the National 
Library, National Museum, , Universities, special and public libraries participated the seminar. A  group o f 
Korean specialists on documentary heritages, Australian specialist on AW materials and the Director o f 
the Department o f National Archives served as resource persons o f this seminar. 54 librarians attended 

the seminar.
In addition, one day workshop was also held at the National Archives Department on 25th July

2007. 49 library officers participated the workshop. At the end o f the seminar the Korean National 
Commission for UNESCO donated conservation equipments to the National Library and Documentation 
Services Board and the Department o f National Archives.

The National Library and Documentation Services Board made arrangement to revise legal deposit law 
which was introduced in 1885. It has to be revised considering the massive development o f book publishing 
industry today. National Library and Documentation Services Board has appointed a committee consisting 
o f specialists in book publishing field for necessary suggestions and revisions.

To mark the Public Library Day, the Department o f Local Government o f the Central Province 
organised a seminar for the public librarians and community development officers on 3rd July 2007 at the 
Co-operative Development Training Centre, Polgolla.

In conjunction with this seminar, a new building was opened as a resource centre attached to the 
Local Government Training Centre at Nawayalatenna on that day. This ceremony was headed by the 
governor and the chief minister o f the Central Province. The chairman and the Director General o f the 
NLDSB and the Commissioner o f Local Government (Central Province) also participated the ceremony.

Special lecture o f this seminar was delivered by Mr.H.M.D.R.Herath, senior lecturer o f the 
Department o f Sociology o f the University o f Peradeniya. 79 librarians and community development 
officers participated the seminar.

Corman Cultural Centre organized a three day seminar for the preparation o f new library 
building plans suitable to Sri Lanka with the help o f National Library and Documentation Services Board, 

is workshop was held at the University o f  Moratuwa from 29th to 3151 October, 2007. Under the
guidance & instructions o f German architect & Library consultant, two small & medium size libraiy type 
plans were prepared at the end o f this workshop.



II

2 1  £ 3 |e & 2 > 2 £ > 3 @  g O a Z S ^ S ,  2 8  0 2 5 3  @ 0 0 ©  3 / 4  2 5 3 ( 3 3 0 ,  2 0 0 7  e ^ @  -  e 3 ( d ’2 5 3 J © S ( 5 / ® 2 5 ^ @ 2 5 > i a ) < 5 - @ ^ e 3 ^ © Q ) ( 5

With the aim o f  developing public library services in Sri Lanka, instructions were issued for the 
establishm ent o f  U ser Clubs attached to the public libraries. It has already been planned to conduct a 
series o f  seminars in order to make awareness o f  responsibilities o f  the user club members. Accordingly, 
Kalutara district seminar was held at the main hall o f  Kalutara Urban Council on 4th August, 2007. 150 
participants including public librarians & user club members attended this seminar.

p H 
-. ■ IIIB

Mrs. Karen Edwards, representative o f  B ook A id International (BA I) arrived in Sri Lanka to 
observe the progress o f  book donations received from Book A id International and funds granted for the 
purchase o f  local books under the project for the development o f  Tsunami affected libraries implemented 
by the National Library and Documentation Services Board.

She participated an observation tour o f  Tsunami affected libraries in Southern Province and a 
m eeting o f  officers in charge o f  Tsunami affected libraries in Eastern Province. She also conducted a 
discussion with local book publishers in order to get ideas on book donations. In addition, she also presented 
her ideas and suggestions to the Sri Lanka Disaster Management Committee on Library and Information 
Services and Archives.

The Colom bo International Book Fair organised by the Sri Lanka Book Publishers Association  
for the 9th time was held at BMICH from 08.09.2007 to 16.09.2007. In conjunction with the International 
Book Fair Sri Lanka Book Publishers Association awarded a trophy and five hundred thousand rupees to 
the author o f  the best novel published in 2007. This year instead o f  awarding the trophy for the best 
novel, five publications selected for the final round were awarded the trophy and the cash prize equally

Title : ©25tgd23&53©cd £00325̂ 2530 03025330
A uthor: DayaDisanayake 
Publisher: Sarasavi Publishers

Title: 2§^03 <sco3£325t 0£g-@S&3 egd ©gU©^
A uthor: K.Karunadeera A lw is 
Publisher: Stamferd Lake Publishers

Title: 25325t$ £33§(3
Author: Karunadasa Suriyarachchi
Publisher: Dayawansa Jayakody and Company Ltd.

Title: ©>©253d @zs3d̂ §o3 
Author: ErawwalaNandijmithra 
Publisher: S.Godage and brothers

Title: 2S)df d
A uthor: Rupa Sriyani Ekanayake
Publisher: Suriya Publishers
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The inauguration cerem ony o f  the N ational Reading M onth 2 0 0 7  was held on 3 0 .10 .2 0 0 7  at the 
Sri Lanka Foundation Institute. The c h ie f  guest on this occasion  w as l Ion. Prim e M inister Rathnasiri 
W ickram anayake. In conjunction with this event, N ational Library and D ocum entation Serv ices Board 
awarded trophies to the following institutions fo f their contribution for the developm ent o f  reading habit

among Sri Lankan people.

♦  Department o f  Library &  Information Sciences,

University o f  Kclaniya

♦  National l nst i lute o f  Library and Information Sciences,

University ofC olom bo

♦  Sri Lanka l .ibrary Association

♦  Sri Lanka Book Publishers A ssociation

♦ Sri Lanka National Book D evelopm ent Council

rary Festival -

National literary festival 2007  was held at H orana Sripali college from 2 0 lh to23 ld Septem ber 2 0 0 7 . Five 
veteran scholars w ho rendered a tremendous service to literature were offered ” D esa Nethru”award and 
another three scholars were offered “ Sahithya Rathna” award and cash prize o f  Rs. 5 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

State Literary Awards-

Novel
Short Stories 

Poetry
Ju venile Literature 
C hildrens L iterature 
Translations 
Non - F iction

Eavesdropper - D aya D issanayake 
T h e B an an a  T ree  C risis - Isankya K odithuw akku 
The S eein g  E y e  - R an siri M en ike S ilv a  
T erm ite  C astle  - A sg ar H ussein 
Padum a M eets the Sunbird - Nihal de S ilv a  
T h e W itch s D aughter - Janaki Soorivaraeh ch i 
In the M id st o f  C haos - Padm a Edirisinghe 
B etw ix t Isles - R a ja  C . B and aranayake

The National I ibrary and Docum entation Services Board has compiled a 
bibliography o f  palm leaf manuscripts in Sri Lanka with the objective o f  assisting 
the researchers w h o  are  interested in literature on palm  le a f  m anuscripts in Sri 
Lanka. In com piling this bibliography inform ation on bib liograp hies, books, 
catalogues, periodical articles, reports and other documents were arranged in Sinhala 
and English medium separately according to alphabetical order. In com piling this 
bibliography the library col lections o f  Department o f  National Museums, Department 
o f  N ational Archiv es . I d iv ersity  o f  Peradeniya , N avinna Ayurveda R esearch  
Institute, Institute ot Indigenous M edicine, Royal A siatic  Society  and National 
Library were used.

€> Mr*CjijvJ &rs>ic C?.±

ON I'AtM UV-VF 
MAM SCmtU'S IN Slt\ LANKA

#!
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The book titled “Establishm ent and D evelopm ent o f  National Unio  
Catalogue (1986-2007)” com piled by the Documentation Services D ivision o f th  
National Library and Documentation Centre was launched in the seminar on Nation; 
Union Catalogue held in 2007. This book consists o f  articles written by senior librarians] 
on topics such as Importance o f  a National U nion Catalogue, Its Historical] 
Background, National Union Catalogue and Inter Library Co-operation and Technic 
Problems Arised in Compiling a National Union Catalogue.

I

Workshop on Leadership Development o f  Exacutive Officers o f National Libraries in Developing 
countries w as held in National Library o f  M alaysia from 6 to 23 August 2007.

Mrs. Nalini Mallawarachchi, Deputy Director o f the National Library and Documentation Services 
Board participated the workshop which was held with the participation o f  delegates from 19 developing 
countries.

32rd Annual Conference on ISBN

The 32rd International Conference on International Standards Book Numbers (ISBN,ISSN,ISMN) 
was held in B uenos Aires Argentina from 27 Septem ber to 03 October 2007. Mr. M .S.U . Amarasiri, 
Director General o f  the National Library and Documentation Services Board participated the seminar.
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: A behavioral guide, London,

Bowker.
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standards have been prepared under different aspects such 
as inform ation literacy, independent learning, social 
responsibility etc. In addition Wisconsin performance 
standards on information technology literacy have been 
prepared. These standards are mainly related to computer 
literacy such as identifying computer terminology, basic 
components o f a computer system, using the keyboard, 
copying a com puter file identifying hardw are and 
software, virus protection, saving computer files, basic 
word processing etc. Inform ation literacy standards are 
essential in evaluating the performance o f information 
literacy.
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3 2g e d s D s s D G  g U a s t S ,  2 8  U s i  @ 0 0 ©  3 / 4  25x 3x 3,  2 0 0 7  g i @  -  e 3 f e 3 “2 S f © S c 5 / © 2 5 i @ ^ j b J u - t o c , ' e 3 ( : © & ( 5

036D*6)51ilj6U QrBrfihfflsb uifUp l̂ Qufbp) 0363*i7* 6rr
6T1D0I U3L_*363)63 036B*l£j*6frl6B ^LD3££ULJL.(o6U6337(5)LD 
67657LI63)<£ {BITLL SB 7D L/0J <£ <£) * <9h_ 0J61i;2>3)(0 <£**
■3hUIJ600[fhl*(53,6337 (51. £13)0 fJ363rG<530 *LL4_L_(1£ID
Ql/0 idG)<*365)*oj3657 0 /r6B*(i0 LD sy&fim&sr £S3U3i_ffl*(6TJ)LD
(o*3f50 l op0 0/763 f£)65)6BOLlDo£'l6)<i)l--_3*,l.

0/763 {$ 6076V LULL 6T 657 0  <̂M63)LDUL/ FT 657 0]
(Lp * &fl LU LL 7 60T ^  fLJ * nj * 607 677 * Q * 36357 !_ <£ 3 0  ID .
0/763*63,6U3**rr* 63,0/763*4 srmu(o$> <^LD(tpuQu0 iD 
<̂ l5i*fO*633(0LD.6j)0 0/763*<£<£l637 6U3**rr* 677 <*** ULU607S0TU 

OufD (o61/6357 (5!LD3u5l637 0517 63 0/T63 * 65)530/LD
51I3**(T*63)630/LB £§) 65)5537 U Uj£|D * 3657 63) * 65) LD 0/LD
UuJlfD$LL/LD iL6363 0/76U*f7 6j)(061iij ĉ j£<£)liJO61J$tiJlD30LD. 
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Information has becom e a part and parcel in all 
activities o f  modern society. Therefore, m odem  
society is introduced as an information society.The 
nature o f information and the searching process o f  
inform ation is extrem ely com plex. D efining the 
concept o f information has also become very difficult. 
Information can be defined briefly as organised 
knowledge for a particular purpose. Information can 
also be defined as processed data. This processing 
may be selection, organising and analysing o f  data. 
When an individual needs a particular information 
he trys to search the inform ation he required. 
Otherwise he will store the information for the future 
use. The m axim um  use o f  the information can be 
obtained w hen it m atches with the need o f  the 
information seeker.

Information literacy can sim ply be defined as the 
ability to find, use and evaluate information efficiently 
from various sources. Information literacy can also 
be explained as a mixture o f  a group o f information 
skills. Internet searching, using a catalogue in a library, 
ability to write an essay, organising inform ation, 
summarising information, taking notes while reading 
a book, retaining attention while reading a book are 
som e o f the exam ples o f  inform ation skills.T he 
A m erican  Library A sso c ia tio n  has d efin ed  
information literacy as identifing when a person needs 
inform ation, finding the particuler inform ation 
evaluating and effectively using the information.

The process o f  finding a particular information 
consists o f a number o f  stages. These stages can be 
explained as follows.

1. Need o f a particular information
2. Identifying the required information

3. Looking for the sources to find the required 
information
• Books
• Electronic resources
•  Human resources
•  Communication Media

4. Selecting the best source
5. Matters that should be taken into consideration 

in selecting a source
Accuracy
Authority
Credibility
Timeliness

6. Finding the source
7. Analysing the accuracy o f information
8. Organising the information
9. Presenting the information

L e a rn in g  P rocess

With the increasing complexity o f  education process, 
students have to learn the strategies o f  using  
information properly.

A training is required to improve these strategies. 
Learing the ability to use information is needed from 
primary grades to higher grades as w ell as in 
professional life. For this purpose a formal education 
on information literacy is needed.

A  culture that appreciate and follow  the information 
and information process should be created in schools 
and other educational institutions. The teaching staff 
should be professionally developed in order to create 
a successful learning environment for children as well 
teachers. The adm inistrations o f  the relevant 
educational institutions should find out as to how the 
children approach to information for their learning 
needs and how  to assist them  to so lve their 
information problems.

%
&•
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Resource based learning receives an important place 
in learning process. Teachers should have a proper 
plan in directing the students for resource based 
learning. In resource based learning, students engage 
in learning using various library resources. In this 
process, teachers are expected to be fully aware o f  
the suitable subject areas for children and various 
library resources relevant to the child development.

* Resources based learning may be a challenge to the 
students as they b elon g  to d ifferen t so c ia l 
backgrounds. It is the responsibility o f the teacher 
librarian to direct the children to face this situation in 
flexible manner.

It is clear that successful learning process cannot be 
achieved without information literacy. Librarians have 
to play a major role in improving information skills 
among students. In schools, teacher librarians as well 
as teachers have a major role in this respect.

Due to increasing demand for information technology 
and media literacy, the teacher librarian has become 
the m ost important person in planning learning 
activities. Teacher librarian is not only a person who 
protect and organise library material but also a 
supporter o f  the teacher. Due to the relationship  
between the teacher and the teacher librarian, special 
strategies can be created to improve information & 
technology knowledge, resource based learning and 
m edia and inform ation literacy. The role o f  the 
teacher librarian in tire development o f information 
literacy can be explained as fo llo w s:

1. Analysing the curriculum needs o f students
2. Teaching and evaluating student learning 

effectively
3. Motivating students to appreciate literature
4. U tiliza tion  o f  inform ation tech nology in 

processing information
5. Supervising students effectively
6. Providing learning resources and resource 

based programmes
7. Exchange ideas with teachers and parents 

regarding the development o f library collection
8. Preparation o f  plans for the school library and 

the students
9. Explore the opportunities for developing the 

school library

Development o f education on information literacy is 
essential for creating a society where information is 
use effectively. Information literacy should be taught 
in school level as w ell as teacher education level. 
Mutual cooperation is essential in an information 
society . M utual co-operation  is essen tia l in 
information problem solving and learning process. 
A culture w hich appreciate, inform ation and 
inform ation process should be created within the 
schools. This culture should be developed in school 
adm inistration, teaching as w ell as learning. 
Information should be taken in to consideration not 
only in school curriculam planning, but also in all 
library a c t iv it ie s . T he tea ch ers sh ou ld  be 
professionally developed in order to creat a succesful 
learning environment within the school.

It is clear that the information literacy is essential for 
successful learning. Through information literacy 
more meaningful and more effective learning can be 
achieved. Therefore, it is the responsibility o f the 
institutions concerned to promote the information 
literacy concept in our country.

After the foundation is laid for the information literacy 
learning process, a m ethod for evaluating the 
progress o f information literacy has to be prepared. 
The skills related to information literacy are grasped 
by children in different levels. Children are not same 
in intellectual capacity. Enthusiasm, attention and 
answering may be displayed by children in learning 
process. H owever, they may not have developed  
efficient thinking, independent learning, etc.

Therefore, in order to get a clear picture o f  the 
development o f information literacy, there should be 
a m ethod to measure the inform ation handling, 
information skills and information problem solving. 
Standardised tests, observation, evaluation based 
on indicators and seminars are som e o f the methods 
which are used to evaluate information literacy.

The Am erican Library A ssociation  published  
standards an information literacy in 1998. These



! 6 ©4-20 D ,

l §W«)20̂  31

: |;wmXJ
WvK > \ Q

KT\ . J , ^
!Am: '̂ »L

t  ©253025) 00325)03
^d.d.d®. 3)02$3 S&5©oCD3 do3eg(5c3 
0/lSl5/23325i’253305te> 632)253 £33C30, 2532sj2533025),':5)

e g .  1 6 - 1  9  0 0 3 0  25)D<g£>£Jo3
g O ©  0 0 3 2 5 )0 3  »
£03>£2<g§ 8d0d£)25) 

CS325te) <§)60 25)25)>5363®o3, @25)3©® 07

©^025) 00)323)03 I 
00.d.25)g2rf 0d25^ 025f<gdffite)

©ej£^©0 £2)00325) ©£03 Ŝ 3S30G3
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