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Following Training Courses were conducted by the NLDSB during the period of J uly—December 2007

Date

18-15.10.2007

Theme

Training of teacher librarians

Venue and No of Participants

Kantale, Gantalawa Maha Vidyalaya - 37

in Trincomalee District teacher librarians participated
15-16.11.2007 Management of library Pussalla Meneripitiya Educational o
resources for teacher Management Training Center - 41
librarians in Ratnapura teacher librarians participated
District
04.12.2007 School Library Awareness National Library Auditorium - 48
Programme for National teacher librarians participated
School librarians
14.12.2007 Traming of Community Janakala Kendraya Kurunegala - 42
Development Officers, members participated

librarians and members of
- user clubs in Kurunegala
district

National Library & Documentation Services Board is organizing various courses for training the
community development officers & librarians in different areas of the country. Accordingly, a training
course on “Library Management” for community development officers & librarians of Uva Province, was
held from 9 to 10 August, 2007 at Uva Management Development & Training Institute, Palgahathanna. 50
participants attended the training. At this workshop, an awareness programme on library activities was
also held for the public library attendants. 26 library attendants participated the programme.

The National Library and Documentation Services Board organized several exhibitions in
different places of the Island during the period July-December 2007.

Theam and Place Date

Nethpahana Educational and Cultural Exhibition, Kirillawala
Asala Festival - Kataragama

Maristela School ~ Negombo

National Literary Festival - - Galnewa Mv.Anuradhapura
International Book Fair— BMICH

National Art Festival - Sripalee Vidyalaya Horana

18-22 July 2007

15-30 July 2007

03-05 August 2007
06-07 September 2007
08-16 September 2007
21-22 September 2007
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The seminar on Conservation of Docurdentary Heritage in Sri Lanka was held from 23 to 24 July
2007 at Taj Samudra Hotel. This was jointly organized by the Korean National Commission for Unesco,
Memory of the World National Committee and the National Library and Documentation Services Board.
This seminar was headed by His excellency Kwon Yangdal, Ambassador of Corea in Sri Lanka and Mrs.
Mallika Karunarathne, secretary of the Ministry of National Heritage. Senior librarians of the National
Library, National Museum , , Universities, special and public libraries participated the seminar. A group of
Korean specialists on documentary heritages , Australian specialist on A/V materials and the Director of
the Department of National Archives served as resource persons of this seminar. 54 librarians attended
the seminar.

In addition, one day workshop was also held at the National Archives Department on 25" July
2007. 49 library officers participated the workshop. At the end of the seminar the Korean National
Commission for UNESCO donated conservation equipments to the National Library and Documentation
Services Board and the Department of National Archives.

The National Library and Documentation Services Board made arrangement to revise legal deposit law
which was introduced in 1885. It has to be revised considering the massive development of book publishing
industry today. National Library and Documentation Services Board has appointed a committee consisting
of specialists in book publishing field for necessary suggestions and revisions.

To mark the Public Library Day, the Department of Local Government of the Central Province
organised a seminar for the public librarians and community development officers on 3% July 2007 at the
Co-operative Development Training Centre, Polgolla.

In conjunction with this seminar, a new building was opened as a resource centre attached to the
Local Government Training Centre at Nawayalatenna on that day. This ceremony was headed by the
governor and the chief minister of the Central Province. The chairman and the Director General of the
NLDSB and the Commissioner of Local Government (Central Province) also participated the ceremony.

Special lecture of this seminar was delivered by Mr.H.M.D.R.Herath, senior lecturer of the

Department of Sociology of the University of Peradeniya. 79 librarians and community development
officers participated the seminar.

o The Ge@an CultuTal Centre organized a three day seminar for the preparation of new library
building plans suitable to Sri Lanka with the help of National Library and Documentation Services Board.

.Th.is worksbop was held at the University of Moratuwa from 29 to 31 October, 2007. Under the
guidance & instructions of German architect & Lib .

rary consultant, two small & medium size library type
plans were prepared at the end of this workshop.
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With the aim of developing public library services in Sri Lanka, instructions were issued for the
establishment of User Clubs attached to the public libraries. It has already been planned to conduct a
series of seminars in order to make awareness of responsibilities of the user club members. Accordingly,
Kalutara district seminar was held at the main hall of Kalutara Urban Council on 4t August, 2007. 150
participants including public librarians & user club members attended this seminar.

Mrs. Karen Edwards, representative of Book Aid International (BAI) arrived in Sri Lanka to
observe the progress of book donations received from Book Aid International and funds granted for the
purchase of local books under the project for the development of Tsunami affected libraries implemented
by the National Library and Documentation Services Board.

She participated an observation tour of Tsunami affected libraries in Southern Province and a
meeting of officers in charge of Tsunami affected libraries in Eastern Province. She also conducted a
discussion with local book publishers in order to get ideas on book donations. In addition, she also presented
her ideas and suggestions to the Sri Lanka Disaster Management Committee on Library and Information

Services and Archives.

The Colombo International Book Fair organised by the Sri Lanka Book Publishers Association
for the 9* time was held at BMICH from 08.09.2007 to 16.09.2007. In conjunction with the International
Book Fair Sri Lanka Book Publishers Association awarded a trophy and five hundred thousand rupees to
the author of the best novel published in 2007. This year instead of awarding the trophy for the best
novel, five publications selected for the final round were awarded the trophy and the cash prize equally

Title: ©x¥edmtzmecs ®HDrzmd D&
Author : Daya Disanayake
Publisher : Sarasavi Publishers

Title: Bgdo exoélst D18e~S3 &d PQFeE
Author : K. Karunadeera Alwis
Publisher : Stamferd Lake Publishers

Title: 22z¥¢ ©o8E
Author : Karunadasa Suriyarachchi
Publisher : Dayawansa Jayakody and Company Ltd.

Title: ®eem»S eSS
Author : Erawwala Nandijmithra
Publisher : S.Godage and brothers

Title: 3t DPesd
Author : Rupa Sriyani Ekanayake
Publisher : Suriya Publishers
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The inauguration ceremony of the National Reading Month 2007 was held on'3('). 10.2007 at Lhc
Sri Lanka Foundation Institute. The chief guest on this occasion was Hon. Prime Minister Rathnasm
Wickramanayake. In conjunction with this event, National Library and Documentation Servpes Boarfi
awarded trophies to the following institutions fol their contribution for the development of reading habit

among Sri Lankan people.

1 Department of Library & Information Sciences,
University of Kelaniya

. National Institute of Library and Information Sciences,
University of C'olombo

Sri Lanka I .ibrary Association

Sri Lanka Book Publishers Association

Sri Lanka National Book Development Council

National literary {cstival 2007 was held at Horana Sripali college from 20" 1023 September 2007. Five
veteran scholars who rendered a tremendous service to literature were offered "Desa Nethru”award and
another three scholars were offered “Sahithya Rathna” award and cash prize of'Rs. 50,000.00

Novel - Eavesdropper - Daya Dissanayakc

Short Stories - The Banana Tree Crisis - Isankya Kodithuwakku
- The Seeing Eye - Ransiri Menike Silva

Poetry - Termite Castle - Asgar Hussein

Juvenile Literature - Paduma Meets the Sunbird - Nihal de Silva

Childrens Literature - The Witchs Daughter - Janaki Soorivarachchi

Translations - In the Midst of Chaos - Padma Edirisinghe

Non - Fiction - Betwixt Isles - Raja C. Bandaranayake

The National I ibrary and Documentation Services Board has compiled a

bibliography of palm !cul_ manuscripts in Sri Lanka with the objective of assisting i ccons o
the researchers who are interested in literature on palm leaf manuscripts in Sri - IIOGRADIIY O (A LEAF

PANUSERIPTS 1Y K LANKA

Lanka. In compiling this bibliography information on bibliographies. books.
catalogues, periodical articles, reports and other documents were arranged in Sinhala
and English medium scparately according to alphabetical order. In compiling this
bibliography the library colicetions of Department of National Museum:s, Depart?ncm
of National Archix ¢s. U niversity of Peradeniya , Navinna Ayurveda Rescarch g

Institute, Institute ot Indigenous Medicine, Royal Asiatic Society and National
Library were used.
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The book titled “Establishment and Development of National Unio
Catalogue (1986-2007)” compiled by the Documentation Services Division of th
National Library and Documentation Centre was launched in the seminar on Nationa
Union Catalogue held in 2007. This book consists of articles written by senior librarians
on topics such as Importance of a National Union Catalogue, Its Historica
Background, National Union Catalogue and Inter Library Co-operation and Technica
Problems Arised in Compiling a National Union Catalogue.

o

Workshop on Leadership Development of Exacutive Officers of National Libraries in Developing
countries was held in National Library of Malaysia from 6 to 23 August 2007.

Mrs. Nalini Mallawarachchi, Deputy Director of the National Library and Documentation Services
Board participated the workshop which was held with the participation of delegates from 19 developing
countries.

) 32rd Annual Conference on ISBN

The 32rd International Conference on International Standards Book Numbers (ISBN,ISSN,ISMN)
was held in Buenos Aires Argentina from 27 September to 03 October 2007. Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri,
Director General of the National Library and Documentation Services Board participated the seminar.
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Information has become a part and parcel in all
activities of modern society. Therefore, modern
society is introduced as an information society. The
nature of information and the searching process of
information is extremely complex. Defining the
concept of information has also become very difficult.
Information can be defined briefly as organised
knowledge for a particular purpose. Information can
also be defined as processed data. This processing
may be selection, organising and analysing of data.
When an individual needs a particular information
he trys to search the information he required.
Otherwise he will store the information for the future
use. The maximum use of the information can be
obtained when it matches with the need of the
information seeker.

Information literacy can simply be defined as the
ability to find, use and evaluate information efficiently
from various sources. Information literacy can also
be explained as a mixture of a group of information
skills. Intermet searching, using a catalogue in a library,
ability to write an essay, organising information,
summarising information, taking notes while reading
a book, retaining attention while reading a book are
some of the examples of information skills. The
American Library Association has defined
information literacy as identifing when a person needs
information, finding the particuler information
evaluating and effectively using the information.

The process of finding a particular information
consists of a number of stages. These stages can be
explained as follows.

1. Need of a particular information
2. ldentifying the required information
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3. Looking for the sources to find the required
information

Books

Electronic resources

Human resources

Communication Media

4. Selecting the best source
5. Matters that should be taken into consideration

in selecting a source
Accuracy
Authority
Credibility
Timeliness
6. Finding the source
7. Analysing the accuracy of information
8
9

. Organising the information
Presenting the information

Learning Process

With the increasing complexity of education process,
students have to learn the strategies of using
information properly.

A training is required to improve these strategies.
Learing the ability to use information is needed from
primary grades to higher grades as well as in
professional life. For this purpose a formal education
on information literacy is needed.

A culture that appreciate and follow the information
and information process should be created in schools
and other educational institutions. The teaching staff
should be professionally developed in order to create
a successful learing environment for children as well
teachers. The administrations of the relevant
educational institutions should find out as to how the
children approach to information for their learming
needs and how to assist them to solve their
information problems.
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~ Resource based learning receives an important place
in learning process. Teachers should have a proper
‘plan in directing the students for resource based
learning. In resource based learning, students engage
inl'leaming using various library resources. In this
process, teachers are expected to be fully aware of
“the suitable subject areas for children and various
library resources relevant to the child development.
‘Resources based learning may be a challenge to the
students as they belong to different social
backgrounds. It is the responsibility of the teacher
librarian to direct the children to face this situation in
flexible manner.

It is clear that successful learning process cannot be
achieved without information literacy. Librarians have
to play a major role in improving information skills
among students. In schools, teacher librarians as well
as teachers have a major role in this respect.

R

Due to increasing demand for information technology
and media literacy, the teacher librarian has become
the most important person in planning learning
activities. Teacher librarian is not only a person who
protect and organise library material but also a
supporter of the teacher. Due to the relationship
between the teacher and the teacher librarian, special
strategies can be created to improve information &
technology knowledge, resource based learning and
media and information literacy. The role of the
teacher librarian in the development of information
literacy can be explained as follows :

("

Analysing the curriculum needs of students

2. Teaching and evaluating student learning
effectively

3. Motivating students to appreciate literature

4. Utilization of information technology in
processing information

5. Supervising students effectively

6. Providing learning resources and resource
based programmes

7. Exchange ideas with teachers and parents
regarding the development of library collection

8. Preparation of plans for the school library and

_=- the students

9. Explore the opportunities for developing the

school library

Development of education on information literacy is
essential for creating a society where information is
use effectively. Information literacy should be taught
in school level as well as teacher education level.
Mutual cooperation is essential in an information
society. Mutual co-operation is essential in
information problem solving and learning process.
A culture which appreciate, information and
information process should be created within the
schools. This culture should be developed in schoel
administration, teaching as well as learning.
Information should be taken in to consideration not
only in school curriculam planning, but also in all
library activities. The teachers should be
professionally developed in order to creat a succestul
learning environment within the school.

It is clear that the information literacy is essential for
successful learning. Through information literacy
more meaningful and more effective learning can be
achieved. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the
institutions concerned to promote the information
literacy concept in our country.

After the foundation is laid for the information literacy
learning process, a method for evaluating the
progress of information literacy has to be prepared.
The skills related to information literacy are grasped
by children in different levels. Children are not same
in intellectual capacity. Enthusiasm, attention and
answering may be displayed by children in learning
process. However, they may not have developed
efficient thinking, independent learning, etc.

Therefore, in order to get a clear picture of the
development of information literacy, there should be
a method to measure the information handling,
information skills and information problem solving.
Standardised tests, observation, evaluation based
on indicators and seminars are some of the methods
which are used to evaluate information literacy.

The American Library Association published
standards an information literacy in 1998. These
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