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National Library News
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Mr M S U Amarasm, Dmector Genen al of '
N atmnal lerary and Documemahon Servnces Board retlres

After 31 years of services, Mr. M S U Amarasiri, Director General of |
National Library & Documentation Services Board has retired from service of
the Board on 22 February 2008. Mr. Amarasiri who has joined the Board as an Assistant
Director in 1977 has been promoted to the Post of Director in 1989 and Director General in
1998 respectively. During his service of 31 years he has rendered an enormous service for the
progress of National Library & Documentation Services Board. In the meantime, he has taken
action to launch many programs with a view to improve the library services all over the Island.
After retirement, Mr. Amarasiri has been appointed to the Post of Director, National [nstitute of
Library and Information Science of Colombo University.

In addition to the training provided to officers in various fields of library services, training
programs are being organized by the National Library & Documentation Services Board for the
benefit of readers who obtain the services of libraries. Main objective of these training programs
is to provide sound knowledge to readers on libraries and application of information.

Under this program, a two-day workshop on Information Literacy for Learning & Teaching
Process has been conducted on 315 March 2008 and 01* April 2008 for the student teachers of
Uva National College of Education at Bindunuwewa, Bandarawela. 50 student teachers in the
second year of the college have participated in this program. In this program, arrangements have
been made to provide sound understanding on application of information referring electronic
mgdia and books & newspapers. Mr. P G Premadasa, Senior Lecturer of National Institute of
Library & Information Science, Mr. U P Alahakoon of the same institution and Mr. W Sunil,

Deputy Director of National Library & Documentation Services Board have participated as
resource providers.

Course on Library Management for Teacher Librarians

' A training course on Library Management has been conducted for Teacher Librarians in
edpcatngngl zone, Wilgamuwa, on 26™ and 27" February 2008 at the Computer Training Center
of Namini Oya Maha Vidyalaya, Hettipola, Wilgamuwa. At this training course, for which 45
Teacher Librarians have participated, a series of lectures have been conducted on topics such as
importance of a school library in resources based education, resources which are to be included
in school library collection and the way such resources are to be organized, contribution of
National Library & Documentation Services Board for school libraries, enhancing the habit of
reading and guidance to be provided to the students by teacher librarian in exploring information.
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s of Pirivena Librarians

A training course for pirivena librarians in Galle district has been conducted at Sri
Jananandanarama Pirivena, Hikkaduwa on 14" & 15" February 2008, under the direction of
National Library & Documentation Services Board. At this training course lectures were delivered
on various topics such as pirivena library which should be changed as a Buddhist information
centre to cater to the current information requirement, measures to be taken to enhance the habit
of reading among students and monks of pirivenas, conservation and restoration of library material
and classification, by Mr.Chandra Karunarathne, Senior Lecturer of Buddhist & Pali University,
Mr. Lal Pannila, Senior Assistant Librarian of the University of Ruhuna and Mr. W.Sunil, Deputy
Director, National Library & Documentation Services Board. Sixty-nine students have participated
in this course.

Course on Conservation of Library Material

Within the first quarter of 2008, theory and practical training course on conservation of
library material has been conducted by the National Library & Documentation Services Board
on 26™ - 28" March 2008. Twelve persons in various fields have participated in this three-day
course.

Seminars

Seminar on Bibliographic Services

Bibliographic Services Division of the National Library & Documentation Services Board
has conducted a seminar on National Bibliographic Services at the auditorium of National Library
on 08" February 2008. Main objective of this seminar was to make librarians aware of
bibliographic services. Accordingly, lengthy discussions have been made at this seminar on
topics such as bibliographic control and its importance and problems, importance of an Authority
list and Retrospective Bibliography. Professor Piyadasa Ranasingha, Head of Library and
Information Science Department, University of Kelaniya, Dr. Wathmanel Senevirathne, Librarian
of Open University of Sri Lanka, Mr. J A Amaraweera, Librarian, Buddhist and Pali University
and Professor Jayasiri Lankage have participated as resource providers. Nearly 75 librarians in
various library fields, i.e. school, public, have participated in this seminar.

~Canadian Aids for Library Dévelopment

An aid of § 10000 has been donated to National Library & Documentation Services

Board by Canadian Library Association with a view to improve libraries affected by Tsunami
disaster.

Under the project for rehabilitation and development of libraries affected by Tsunami
disaster which is implemented by National Library & Documentation Services Board, Book Aid
International has donated 1020 books, 3 tables, 18 chairs, 3 book shelves, 2 verandah chairs and
2 almiras to be distributed among branch libraries at Keraminiya, Okanda, Maha Ambalangoda,
Polwatte, Heppumulla and Poramba belonging to Urban Council, Ambalangoda.
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In addition, out of the book collection in the field of medical science donated by Book
Aid International, 170, 158 and 72 books have been granted to University of Kelaniya, University
of Rajarata and National Library Collection respectively.

- Aids from British Library Association

Main ceremony of the opening of the library at Urban Council, Hikkaduwa affected by
Tsunami and reconstructed with the aids of British Library Association (GLIP of CILIP) was
held on 20" February 2008 with the participation of Chairman and Director General of National
Library & Documentation Services Board.

During the period from January to March 2008, National Library & Documentation
Services Board has donated books to the value of Rs. 1.4 million (Rs. 1407000/-) to 89 school
libraries, 32 public libraries, 59 pirivena libraries and 88 other libraries.

Education & Development Exhibition

Deyata Kirula Education and Development Exhibition which demonstrates the
development and progress made by Ministry of Local Government combining with Provincial
Councils in order to build a prosperous village and country under the theme “good governance
and development”, had been held from 7® — 10* February 2008 at BMICH. National Library &
Documentation Services Board had also organized a stall at the exhibition site.

ading Month- 2007

Ceremony to award certificates and merit award to the winners of short story and essay
competitions conducted concurrently to National Reading Month — October 2007 has been held
on 21* January 2008 at the auditorium of National Library & Documentation Services Board. At
this occasion, arrangements have been made to award cash prizes and trophies to the winners of
1%, 2" and 3" places of short story and essay competitions and also to award set of valuable
books and certificates to other winners. :

. Dr. Praneeth Abeysundara, Senior Lecturer and Head of the Department of Sociology of
Umv.ersuy of Sri Jayawardenapura and Mr. S J Yogaraja, Lecturer of Department of Linguistic
Studies of University of Kelaniya have participated as guest lecturers.

Pusthakala ha Makhaja ndatha (Library and Public Relations)

. Acollection of valuable information on public relations for library staff has been compiled
n 6 chapters of th.e. book “Pusthakala ha Mahajana Sambandatha” (Library and Public Relations)
written by Mr- VlJaY§l Premadarshana, Library Development Officer of the National Library &
[[E)ocqmenta‘ltlon Services Board. Although a considerable number of publications is available in

nglish, this book can be treated as the first publication in Sinhala medium on this subject. This
bgok can be recommended for the reference of librarians at every level, students who are studying
Library and Information Science. Also, this is a book worth to be made available in every library.

22 &
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skhanaya (Autority List of Titles)

Grantha Nama Sadhikari Lekhanaya (Authority List) which can be introduced as an
important book for the library field of Sri Lanka has been compiled and published by National
Library & Documentation Services Board. This book consists of all the names of books written
from Anuradhapura Era to Kotte Era. In this book, special attention has been drawn to the books
written in Sinhala, Pali & Sanskrit. All the atuwa, teeka, sanna and geta pada have been organized
under the name of original book.

Grantha Nama Sadhikari Lekhanaya is a book highly important in cataloguing process
of libraries of Sri Lanka. At present, title of same book are used in different ways in cataloguing.
Main objective of this book is creating a uniformity in using titles in cataloguing activities. In
addition, this book will be a guideline to libraries to avoid dual entries and to maintain library
catalogue at standard level and also to ensure efficient exploring.

Wmners of Short Storus and Essay Competltmn held in the
Natwna! Readmg Month - 2007

Essay Competition

Sinhala Medium
1. M M Ishara Pathithrani - MO/Dutugemunu Central College, Buttala
2. K. Dilhari Kaushalya - RA/Infant Jesus Convent (National School) Ratnapura

3. H Dilini Nadeeshani Suraweera - K/Kegalle Balika Vidyalaya, Kegalle

Tamil Medium

1. Vishvanadan Keshakumari - MT/Pakkiyam Maha Vidyalaya, National School, Matale
2. Thaveethu Sarulatha - MN/Murunkan Maha Vidyalaya, Murunkan

3. Varatharajah Perumal - MT/Pakkiyam Maha Vidyalaya, National School, Matale

Short Story Competition

Sinhala Medium

1. G Thejani Uthpala Dayarathne’ - CO/Anula Vidyalaya, Nugegoda
2. G G Ravinandana - Dharmapala Vidyalaya, Pannipitiya
3. B Achini Kaushalya Herath - KU/Ibbagamuwa Central College, Ibbagamuwa

Tamil Medium

1. AL Vaseem Ahamad - AK/As-Siraj Maha Vidyalaya, Akkaraipattu
2. Abdul Vaheed Aajeema - T/Kinniya Muslim Girls Maha Vidyalaya, Trincomalee
3. M S Najeema Mohommad - AK/Pothuvil Central College, Akkaraipattu
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i and Information Resources ) -

Introduction /

Library and information services access
to digitized information throughout the world
has undergone rapid changes in the dawn of
21% century. It happens in the virgin areas of
information, partially digitized by now are
freacky being driven by the continuous
developments taking place in almost every
aspect in our life. “ A library that maintains
all or a substantial part of its collection in
computer processible form” Saffady. Both
digital and electronic libraries can be virtual
libraries if they exist only virtually which the
libraries are without walls.

Digitization offers a pretty good
solution to a number of issues related to access
to information. It also makes the task of
managing the documents more easily. Just
imagine the monumental process of
mechanism needed to maintain hand bound
records, which may spread over many linear
feet of bookshelves. But when we digitized the
collection we dispense with the paper copies
allowing users to print the document at the
time of their need. Digitization of information
has made easier to retrieve information within
a short time.

The advantages of a digital library or
on a paper library are similar to those of any
digital database or on it’s paper counterpart —
faster the data collection, improved browse and
search functionality, faster the addition the
data collection, faster the distribution from the
points of creation and storage to the point of
usage, finally granularity of control of its whole
or partly content. The benefits of improved
control and plasticity are not only improved
data quality , but they also make free and
reduced bureaucracy for individual users.

Nowadays the digital libraries act as Virtual
Libraries. The digital libraries will function
through the help of network LAN and WAN
and the information could retrieve, access
electronically and globally.

Do we need Digital Library or why we need
Digital Library or main aims of Digital
Library:

The main aim of digital library is to
provide universal access to digital / digitized
information throughout the globe as a result of
the modern technology.

As an information package(s) are
connected to the digital form, several users can
retrieve and read the same information or view
the same image at the same time. Users do
not need to go to the library for borrowing
what they want. It is especially convenient for
remote library users. in fact, at both individual
and general levels. Our future will be
increasingly decided by the opportunity at
accessing information and knowledge a life
long training process combining the’
contribution of various components: the
education system, companies, cultural
institution and in particulars liberalize. These
constitute a network that can contribute to the
competitiveness of a territory in the scenario
of globalization. Thus in their capacity as
institutions in charge of the organization of
access to information sources, Libraries must
be able to exploit any opportunity offered by
new technologies in order to execute this task
and to put into practice the definition at the
library proposed by UNESCO: “local access
keys to universal knowledge.” Through this
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the users could achieve more information, new
societal benefits, users will meet globally and
communicate with each other, the system will
work collaboratively for the user community,
new innovations, resources can find very
quickly from anywhere and any time. The ways
of accessing the information has improved in
new features is an important matter.

Evolution and future of digital libraries

The concept of digital libraries in fact
did not simply emerge out of nowhere in the
mid -1990°s . This is a field with an incredibly
rich and as yet poorly chronicled history. The
concept at digital libraries is the result at
streams of work and ideas that reach back to
at least the turn of the 20% century and includes
thinkers like H.G.Wells, Paul Otler, Vanncvar
Bush and J.C.R.Lick Lider. During the mid-
1990 as the Internet made a public appearance
we come across visions at an unimaginable
cornucopia at knowledge accessible worldwide
through the network.

The technical and engineering basis for
digital libraries also reaches back several
decades to the 1960’s and includes online
research and commercial information services.
Library automation systems document
structuring and manipulating systems, human
computer interfacé walk and a wealth of other
effects. Technology as like distributed search
was well established by the late 1990°s.

One way to characterize the period
from about 1994 — 2005 is that it expresseis
the first time that digital library research could

really get substantial programmatic funding

from the major research funding agencies in
the USAand abroad as well. The US National
Science Foundation, in collaboration with
various agencies like DARPA, (Department of
Defense Advanced Research Project Agency )
NASA (National Aeronautic and Space
Administration) the National Library of
Medicine and the National Institute of Health,
the Library of Congress, The National
Endowment for the Humanities, The Institute
of Museum and Library Studies established
two major competitive funding programs. The
digital library initiative and analysis of digital

library as a field of Scientists, Educators,
Political figures and the general public as
these investments were out against the public
discovery of the internet, the web and all
things digital and networked.

In 1992, DARPA funded the Computer
Science Technical Reports, Project which
involved five Universities and the corporation
for National Research Initiatives; while this
was important in terms of digital library
technology, it also had some explicit
community building goals and might be
viewed as seeking the large - scale community
building from the full scale digital libraries
initiatives that began a few years later.

However, the development of digital
libraries is certainly one of the most significant
ones. Organizations across the globe are
investing resources for digital libraries
development. Hence, it is necessary that time -
bound evaluations are carried out to ensure
that the digital libraries are meeting the
objectives for which they are established. But
the basic objective of evaluation is to help the
decision making process evaluation should be
conducted to provide decision makers with
the information they need to make the best
possible decisions.

Problems arise from digital libraries

Concerning practical aspects of the
digital Library as it is much easier to copy a
CD-ROM or download electronic documents
and make unauthorized copies of it, that it is
to reproduce bound volumes and distribute
them illegitimately, copyright issue has become
a concern. Copyright is essentially a balance
between users and creators and if this balance
is distributed the total eco-system of
information provision can be destroyed. The
concept of limiting lights to a certain degree
to allow other people access to and use at
copyright materials is vital but, since there is
no united copyright law, the uncertainty over
copy right issues for digital works do create
problem. Without united and clear laws
libraries are not allowed to share digital copies
of works as easily as they share actual copies.
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In fact, dealing with an electronic or
multimedia work totally new problems both for
professionals and users. Interlinks duplication
or cloning and offsite access introduce series
of new cases which are not always easy to
resolve. It is therefore necessary to introduce
new rules , which are totally different from
existing legal provision on copyright. Maintain
the data and intellectual integrity of
information resources is a problem facing in
authority. Copyright laws for information,
resources also a legal issue for the digital
libraries. Even to take a proper decision to
provide which type of service to be selected
may be a problem. Some times to integrate
into traditional libraries will create problems.
Due to Information technology changes quite
often it needs to do updating. It will be a
challenge to digital libraries which should be
alert in this sense.

Another problem is lack of expertise
still in this field to handle and operate properly.
Due to this new concept finding well trained
people are a challenge to maintain this kind of
libraries. Those skilled personals are very
few globally. Lack of man power training is
the main problem.

Preservation also a big challenge faed
by the digital libraries. Maintaining the
databases, resources, information etc will
corrupt through technological errors. If it is
not properly monitoring or through a virus
perhaps the whole data will obtained under
threat of un security. The digital library
environment will face this challenges to
preserve their documents. Storage problem on
the system due to many persons downloading
the multimedia information also will create a
challenge to prevent this.

According to the internet vast amount
of information is available. Any user can
retrieve information in any subject discipline
which exploded already. That also will be a
challenge facing by the digital libraries - to
explosion there information. Therefore the
librarians should be alert to improve and
develop their digital libraries and new

offerings connected with the World Wide
Webs.

L
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If the library has a usual problem in
power interruptions also will be badly affected
to provide the service. If it is a dialup
connection telephone should be in a good
working condition. Unless electricity should
be available. The remote server should be in
working condition for accessing the
information , website etc.

Libraries are challenged to meet the
increasing demand for service with limited
staff and budget. If the library has unskilled
personals then it will create a big problem.

Role of digital library in the future

We are only at the threshold of the
development of digital libraries. We could be
quite sure that they would continue to serve as
an information provider for people regardless
their ages, races and states, countries. In fact,
since the establishment of the first librarian
libraries function to provider services tailored
to the needs of the modern information
environment. In near future, digital library will
continue to play this vital more and more that
digital libraries will take the lead in providing
computer and information skill training for all
users, specially children.

More broadly speaking, digital
preservation is goingto be an enormous issue
a very fundamental societal problem at all
levels from the nation to individual. Itis going
to attract increasingly commercial interest as
well as growing incase and concern from the
general public over the .next decade.

Conclusion

Digital libraries have revolutionized
the concept of information services by reaching
out to the users as never before. Digital library
technologies have also greatly improved in the
recent past with the advent of open source
software for digital libraries. The open source
software will help to fulfill your own
requirement. Digital library users should aware
to use the library through the proper tool. If
the users are not aware on it will be worthless
to create such. As developing countries like
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