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National Library News |

‘Board

New Dlrector General of the Natlonal Lnbrary and Documentatlon Servnces |

Mr W K M M K. Weerasmghe has. assumed duties as the new Dlrector General of the Natlonal :

L;brary Services and Documentation Board on 06.06,2008. Mr Weerasinghe who served as a senior
lecturer of the Library and Information Sciences Department of University of Kelaniya, has obtained B. A.

Degree (Hon) in Library-and Information Sciences from University of Kelaniya in 1985, M. A. Degree in

Library and Information Sciences from Punjab University in India and PhD from Antwerp University in

Belgium. Mr Weerasinghe has published a number of books and articles in relation to the.field of library

and information sciences and made a study on National Libraries in several European countries.

L Semmars

Natlonal Conference on lerary and Informatlon Studles (NACLIS) 2008

. TheNational Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS) whlchhas ‘been orgamzed"

concurrent to the anniversary of Sri Lanka Library Association was held on 24% of July at Sti Lanka™

Foundation Institute. Research papers were submitted at the conference by Edwina Sthart; T Mudannayake,

RAASS Ranaweera; TM Senevirathne, D H Samaraweera, T Wamgasoonya, Dr. Wathmanel Senevnathne

T K Perera and W A Weerasoorlya o

-Main ob] ective of the conference was to arrive at a common agreement among library professmnals:

and ensure professmnal development 57 hbranans have part1c1pated in the conference -

Semmars for Pubhc and School leranes of Monaragala Dlstrlct

A training workshop has been conducted on 13-06-2008 at Buddhi Mandiraya, Monaragala for .

librarians serving in public and school libraries in Monaragala District. Heads of local government institutions,

librarians of public libraries, officers in charge of school libraries in educational zones belonging to the

Department of Education'of Uva Province have participated in the workshop. Mr. E A Samarasmgha,

Chairman of the National Library and Documentation Services Board, Mrs, Nalini MallawaracHchi, Depity
Director ofthe same institutioriand Mr. AM Karunapala Assistant Director - Dévelopment of Libraries®
and Education in the Department of Educatlon in'Uva Province had served as resource providers of the*
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conference. At this conference, lectures were conducted o the topics such as participation dfthe general -
public for the development of library services, importatice of library services for the ¢enhancement of
knowledge and education and organization of library functions in order to ensure more productive service
toreaders. 62 school librarians participated this workshop.

Information Technology for Professionals in:the Library Field

With a view.to promote information technology for library activities, various programs are
implemented every:year by the National Library & Documentation Services Board. Accérdingly, three
courses were organized during the months of April, June in year 2008. Attention of the pérticipants was
drawn towards the importance of applying information technology for library functions, different software
which can be applied in library functions and WINISIS. Main objective of this workshop is to provide
basic knowledge to the professionals in library field on every sector such as designing databases by using
WINISIS software, access to data, editing data, exploring data and using email facility. First course was
conducted 01r1r3rd & 4™ April 2008 and second and third courses were conducted on 8" - 10* May and
29" - 31 May 2008 respectively. 10 officers participated in each of these courses and therefore it could
take action to train 30 officers under this process. . e et

In--serviee TFraining Courses -

Each year, National Library & Documentation Services Board takes action to organize various
training courses in order to train professionals in library field who are serving in different institutions. In
these courses which are held within a short period on the request made by service stations and on recovery
of course fee from participants, every field including functions relating to accession, organization of library
materials (clm&iﬁeation and indexing), technological services, conservation of libraty material, restoration,
application of computer technology are covered. Accordingly, three training courses have been conducted
during the first.part.of year 2008, i.e. 11" - 15* February 2008, 31% March to 9" April 2008 and 9* - 13
June 2008. Main objective of the organization of such training courses is to make necessary -direction and
guidelines to establish effective and qualitative library service.

Seminar Conducted to Make Aware of Readers Societies
-of Public Libraries in Colombo

- With a view to establish readers societies in Libraries for organizing public library services to suit
totimely needs and to develop services delivered by public libraries in Sri Lanka, necessary action has
beentaken by the National Library & Documentation Services Board. Accordingly, a seminar has been
conducted on-7* June 2008 at the Auditorium of National Library & Documentation Services Board to
make officers of the readers’ societies in Colombo District aware of the rale and importance of readers’
societies. Mr. Sarath Wijesooriya, Senior Lecturer of University of Colombo, Mrs. Nalini Mallawarachchi, '
Deputy Director of National Library & Documentation Services Board, Mr. W Sunil, Deputy Director .'
participated inthe serninar as resource persons and lectures were delivered on topics such as using libraries, ,
role and responsibility of the readers’ society of a public library and attitudes which are to be promoted by :
relevant parties in the development of library services. Librarians of public libraries and 47 officers of
readers societies part101pated the seminar.

World Book and Copyrlght Day

|

|

- Withaview to mark World Books and Copyright Day; which falls on 23" April each yeat, a ;
seminar was conducted at the Auditorium of the National Library & Documentation Services Board on !
23" April 2008. In this seminar, lectures were delivered by experts in the field on topics such as violation !
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of copyrlght and enforcmg the same and apphcatlon of ‘digital media to protect copyr1ght Around 60
persons rcpresentmg authors, pubhshers and librarians part1c1pated inthe seminar. e

Donations of Book Recelved from Bo—ok Aid I:nternational

A ceremony was held on 02-05-2008 at D S Senanayake Central College, Ampara to handover -
the books donated under Book Aid International to 23 school libraries affected by Tsunami in Ampara
District in Eastern Province. Hon. Nirmala Kothalawala, Minister of Education graced the occasion as
Chief Guest and Mr. E A Samarasingha, Chairman of National Library & Documentation Services Board
also participated in this ceremony. : .-

Special Lectures .

) A lecture “Enhancing Productivity of Natlonal lerary & Documentatlon Services Board through
Positive Concepts” has been held on 10-06-2008 at the Auditorium of the Board. This lecture was delivered
by Mr. Buddhapriya Nigamuni, Secretary, Ministry of Health, Indigenous Medicine, Social Welfare,
Probation & Child Security and Labour of Southern Provincial Council. Organization of such lectures will
be of much importance to obtain productive and effective services from the officers of National Library &
‘Documentation Services Board through inculcating positive attitudes. A large number of officers in the
Board participated in the occasion.

| ..Receiving Printed Publications

800 Coples from the book “Wewata Para Kiyan Yaalu” pubhshed by Plan Sn Lanka Institute and
300. copies from “Hela Daham Pada” written and published by Mr. Karunarathne Jagoda were handed
over to at the Auditorium of the National Library & Documentation Services Board on 24" June 2008.
Mrs. Darshani Samaranayake, Executive Director of Plan Sri Lanka, Mr. Karunarathne.Jagoda and Mr. E
A Samarasingha, Chaiman of the National Library & Documentation Services Board and Mr. WM MK
Weerasingha, Director General and Mr. M S U Amarasiri, former Director General participated in the
occasion.

Re:cov.ery of a fee for the issue of ISBN

Adiscussion was held on 06.05.2008 at the Auditorium of National Library & Documentation
Services Board regarding the recovery of a fee for the issue of ISBN, ISSN and ISMN. National Library
& Documentation Services Board is the institution responsible for the issue of ISBN and however, since
1986, this service was delivered free of charge. However, in a situation where a large amount has to be
paid annually to International Centre as contribution and documentation charges, it was decided to recover
afee. Chanman, Book Publishers’ Association, Chairman, Authors’ Association, Chairman, Book Sellers’
Assocnatlon, Chamnan and Director General and former Director General of National Library &
Documcntatlon Services Board and officers working in the project part1c1pated in the discussion. It was
proposed at the dlSCUSSlOll to recover a service charge for the issue of ISBN and at the meeting of the
Board of Directors, it was decided that the service charge should be Rs. 50 for each ISBN.

Book Exhibition on Literature in the Countries of South Asian Region

With a view to mark the 18" Anniversary of the National Library & Documentation Centre, an -
exhlbltlon of the books reflecting the literature in South Asian Region was held at the Exhibition Hall of
National Library & Documentation Services Board from 22™ to 26™ Apnl 2008. High Commissioners for
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: Paklstan & Maldwes Ambassador of Nepal and a representatlve from the Embassy of Nepal and.Indian

‘High Comimission, Mr. E A Samarasingha, Chairman of National Library & Documentation Services

~Board and significant figures in the library field have participated in the inauguration ceremony of the

“ exhibition. Main objective of this exhibition is to make an opportunity to researchers, scholars and persons
trom different social strata to have-an understanding on the literature of the countries in South Asian
Region. A large collection of books written in English on the subjects such as agriculture, architecture,

“culture, environment, history, development and national heritages have been exhibited at this occasion.
During the exhibition, school children, authors, publishers, undergraduates, public officers and librarians
were provided information on the literature in countries of South Asian Region. At the conclusion of the
exhibition, musical program was conducted for school childrén by Mr. Sudath Samarasingha, Visharad
and Director of Music Division of National Institute of Education. =~ = ’

Retirement from Service

Ms. K. Kamalablgax ‘who served as a lerary A551stant (Jrade I at Na‘uonal lerary and
Documentanon Services Board, retired from service on 11.04.2008. She who joined the service at National
Library and Documentation Services Board on 10.05.1973 made a tremendous contribution to the library
field during the 35 years of her service.

, Mrs Amara Nanayakkara, who served as the Deputy Director of National Library and
Documentation Services Board, retired from service on25.04.2008. She, who joined the service of the
Board as a Library Assistant on 02.06.1975, made a tremendous service to the library field during the 35
years of her service holding posts such as Assistant Librarian, Librarian and Deputy Director. At present
she serves as the Librarian at BCIS institution. ~ :

All religious ceremony

An all-religious ceremony has been held at the auditorium of National Library Services and
Documentation Board on 22.04.2008 to mark the 38" anniversary of the Board and also to mark completion
of 18 years from the establishment of the Natlonal Library.

Com-m-emoratl_on of Piriven Library Day

-Two days training programme was conducted at YMBA, Kurunegala on 03 and 04*.06.2008
for Pirivena librarians of Kurunegela and Anuradhapura districts to commemorate Piriven Library Day.
The Secretary, Ministry of Education of North Western Provincial Council has participated as the chief
guest and Rev. Walaswewe Gnanaratana Thero, Director, Piriven Education Unit has also participate in
the‘event. At this programme where 72 vaen leranans participated, sets of valuable books were donated
for each library.
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Importance of information hteracy ski

Is for an

mformatlon literate s0c1ety

: Prasanna Ranaweera
Semor Lecturer, National Institute of Library & Information Smences
University of Colombo '

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to present a broader analytical insight to the information literacy concept,
‘in order to achieve an information literate society. The concept and its practical approach towards
‘achieving an information literate society will be discussed in detail in this paper. Information literacy is
a set of skills required by'a person to find, retrieve, analyze and use information. Information literacy
is directly linked with lifelong learning, critical thinking, and learning to learn concepts of education.
Many Sri Lankans are badly handicapped with a lack of need of the essential skills to enter the
information literate society. There are many reasons for this inadequacy, and the lack of information
literacy skills have been identified as one of them. Information literacy skills are achieved by students,
through student centered, resource based teaching learning methods that direct them towards deep
learning, thus creating an information literate society. To achieve this goal all sectors of library staff in

Sri Lanka need to be educated to commence information llteracy projects. Basically information
literacy ‘programmes are action oriented, while helping to solve the real life problems and making the B

correct decisions. In addition this paper also proposes to discuss the available information literacy
models and their practical approach, information literacy standards, and available frame works. A
- sample information literacy programme, curriculum, and assessment methods, are also elaborated in

. this study, with their practlcal approach in relation to the Sri Lankan context.

Keywords Informatlon llteracy, Information retrieval; Information Skills;

What is information literacy?

Traditionally, Literacy means the ability to
read and write. But there seems to be various types
of literacy. Such as audiovisual literacy, print literacy,
computer literacy, media literacy, web literacy,
technical literacy, functional literacy, library literacy
and information litéracy étc. Nominal and active
literacy too focuses on making people aware to read
and write in their day to day activities. Information
literacy is quite different to the above. It is a
combination of all these concepts but goes beyond
them.

Association, information literacy is the ability to
“recognize when information is needed and
have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use
effectively the needed information” (ACRL;
2000, p. 1). ‘

Information Literacy is the set of skills
needed to find, retrieve, analyze, and use information.
The twenty-first centaury has been named the

According to the American Library

information era, owing to the explosion of
information and the information sources. One cannot
achieve the study target without practicing special
information literacy skills. In other words information
literacy skills empower the people with the critical
skills which will help them to become independent
life long learners. These skills will enable people to
apply their knowledge from the familiar environment
to the unfamiliar.

Due to information explosion it has become

‘increasingly clear that students cannot learn
. everything they need to know in their field of study,

within a few years, at school or the university.
Information literacy equips them with the critical
skills necessary to become independent lifelong
learners.

As the American Library Association
Presidential Committee on Information Literacy
(1989) explains. “Ultimately, information literate

- people are those who have learned how to learn.
“They know how to learn because they know how
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knowledge is organized, how to find information,

and how to use information in such a way that others’
can learn from them. They are people prepared for .
lifelong learning, because they can always find the .

information needed for any task or decision at hand.”
~ Information literacy elements were defined
by Bundy (2004) under three mam elements..

. Generic skills ‘

a. Problem solving b. Collaboration ¢. Team

-work d. Communication e. Critical
2. Information skills
a. Information seeking b. Information use c.
Information technology ﬂuency '
3.Values and beliefs ‘
a. Using information wisely and ethically

b. 8001al responsibility & commumty_

. part101pat10n

Bruce (1997) has deﬁned several concepts
inﬂuencmg and coexisting with information
llteracy Lo
L. Computerhteracy 2. lThteracy

3. Library skills - 4 Informanonskllls
5. Leaning tolearn

According to Californian Umversrcy Information
literacy fact sheet, (2000); an information literate
* individual is able to:
* Determine the extent of information needed
* Access the needed information effectively and
. efficiently
¢ Evaluate mformatlon and its sources cntlcally

v r.. _{ Development

/',,

. Incorporate selected mformatxon mto one ’s
knowledgebase * "~ o
* Use information effectively to accomplish a
specific purpose
+ Understand the economic, legal, and social issues
surrounding the use of information, and access
and use information ethically and legally
~ “Despite the information literacy’s wider
significance within the educational environment,
information literacy has evolved from-library
education practices, and therefore the debate
presented is based on the examination of the
literature generated by the library and information
science (LIS) disciplines. As the literature clearly
illustrates, information literacy has developed to

address the requlrements generated by the

phenomena such as 1nformatlon over load eaused

by the rapid developments in digital technologies,

by the needs of the.information society for eompetent
information consumers, and to meet the requirements

. of the knowledge economy for-a responsive and

informed work force”. (Andretta 2005; 5p) -~ -

~Information literacy concept evolved from
several basic library c¢oncepts such as library
instructions, bibliographic education, user education,
and information literacy programmes.

Why is Information literacy so important?

Information literacy is important owing 1o
the amount of information that is available in

Figdre 1 —TlleConcept ol"lnfo'rmation Literaey. I‘;avu, Jasus (2006) |
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Hepwo'i“’fﬁ (2000)explémsthe key areg of information li;'ellac‘)_/ learning by the‘feilqﬂ;vi;ig ﬁgure.

Leammg how to use
"'information tools to acéess
organized and distributes’
data. mformanon and » [
knowledge ‘ -

Learning thinking -
process assomated wnth
knowlcdge creatlon and

information
manacemeant

Learning
information
N R literacy

Learning how to
communicate, with people
to access and exchange
data information and
knowledge

Learning the intellectual
norms of the subject
domain associated with -

the production of
’ kanledge

Figure 2 ) Key areas of information literacy

Bundy, (2004) deﬁnes the relauonshlp between information literacy and life long learning as follows
“Hence mforrnatlon hteracy is the foundation for the mdependent leammg and lifelong learning,”

" Independent
Iearning

- Infor_rhation
“literacy”

Figure 3. Rela;tionship between Information Literacy and Lifelong .Ii:‘?l?‘?iffling‘

contemporary society. Simply being exposed toa' to use their educational and economical purposes
great deal of information will not make people moreeffectively. Information literacy-isconsidered-
informed citizens; they need to learn how touse this ~ as the solution for the data smog. ACRL (2006).
informationeffectively, ACRL (2000). Co t.". Information literacy allows us to cope with-
, - Data Smog refers to-the idea that too much  the data smog, by equipping us with' the necessary
information can create a barrier in our lives. skillstorecognize when we need information, where
Especially students and the society require a special - to locate it, and how to use it effectively and"
skill to handle this fast increasing information, inorder ~ efficiently. Consequently it will help decision making




G219 oS, 29 090 02 @00, 2008 qedd - & 30

and productivity which is beneficial to the society.
Due to the information explosion and data
smog all students and the society face many difficulties
to locate, evaluate, use, and communicate
information. Due to the expansion of internet services
we receive a lot of information that is not evaluated,
unlike the printed sources. Hence the authenticity,
validity, and reliability of this information is in doubt.

Student centered, inquiry based, problem
solving, and critical thinking proactive learning
environment with the help of information literacy

skills, will develop deep learners in the society,, .
Furthermore, information skills are vital to the.

success in education, occupation, and day to day
communication of all citizens. In the twenty-first
century, life long learning has become one of the main
themes in the higher education sector. Therefore the
students need to be educated with regard to the
abilities and skills of how to learn, or learning to learn,
by developing the aspects of reasoning and critical
thinking . Information literacy skills will help students
to achieve this target in a broader sense, in student
centered learning. Traditionally, we assume that the
students will gain information literacy skills
automatically by themselves. But it is not. In fact,
information literacy skills need to be inculcated

Learning mainly focuses on achieving
knowledge, skills and attitudes, associated with
particular subject areas. Irrespective of the
disciplinary stream, each and every student should
be able to access, use and communicate information
in an innovative manner. The Information literacy
curriculum plays a major role in order to cultivate
these skills among the university and school students.
The curriculum can be implemented by the library
professionals* with the help of academic and
administrative staff,

Who needs Informationiﬁte’racy?

Information literacy skills are helpful to every
body, especially students, in order to succeed
academically and in their future job opportunities.
Teachers and lecturers are greatly in need.of
1nformauon literacy skills, in order to carry out their
occupatlons efficiently and successfully. Basically,
everybody in the society is in need of information
literacy skills.

- Information literate individuals improve the

among the students, by the teachers and librarians.: " 1986):

society’s quality of life in general and academically.
Information literacy helps us in our day to day life
such as buying a house, choosing a school, making
an investment, voting for the election, and many more.
Information literacy skills are of prime importance
in order to.achieve every body’s academic goals.
Truly information literacy is the foundation of the
democratic society.

A society that is capable to access, evaluate,
use and communicate information in an effective and
efficient manner is called an information literate

“society. When we educate our children with the

necessary information literacy skills, consequently,
the society becomes information literate.

‘What is learning?

Information Literacy Skills are linked with
learning and learning theories. Therefore, to
implement a successful information library
programme basic learning concepts need to be
studied. :

“The effect of the l_earmng process that is
defined as a durable change produced in the
behaviour or capabilities of an individual, thanks to
practice or other forms of experience” (Shuell,

“Leammg is deﬁned as a behavioral change
and the.constructionof the knowledge. An obtaining
a behavioral change using kniowledge to enhance
the personal and social development can be
considered as learning which starts from the mother’s
womb and ends in the tomb as life long concept”.

'(Pemadasa 2006).

Kolb’s Ekperiential Learning theory

The Information literacy process too is a cycle like
Kolb’ Learning Cycle. It starts with planning stage
and ends with applying stage to facilitate the abstract
conceptualization of the learning theory. '
* David Kolb’s model of the Learning Cycle
(LC) has also been explamed by various authors

.and researchers over the years. .The cycle descrxbes ,

the system by which individuals, teams, and
organizations attend to and understand thclr

experiences, and as a result modify their behaviors.
Planning, doing, reflecting and experiencing or
formulating the theory are four stages. |
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DONG S Concrete

: REFLECTION
experience
Activé .
experimentation . Reflective
observation ,
PLANNING\ Abstract /

EXPERIENCING . conceptualism

Figure 4 — Kolb’s Learning Cycle

Learning is coined with teaching as well. Teaching can be performed by anybody, but effective
teaching is quite a different task. The effective lecturer takes the students to the higher cognitive level, from
surface learning to deep learning. Information literacy models/programmes pave the way to achieve the
hlgher cognitive level in learning, similar to Bloom’s taxonomy.

Steps one and two can be ' Steps three to six require active learning which
~ achived through active or occurs in seminars, laboratory work etc.
e—— passive learning ———» o
| S Evaluate
Apply - Synthes:se‘ e
Analyse l compose appraise
: S plan . evaluate
: ' distinguish propose . rate
Understand interpret . analyse design . compare
L | . apply appraise formulate revise
Know translate | employ . calculate arrange . assess
- describe | dramatis: compare assemble . estmate
define recogmize | practice. contrast collect
repeat ' explain illustrate inspect create,
_record express operate debate organize . i i
.relate - identify schedule. question . manage
underline locate | . sketch categories. prepare

Figure 5—Levels of léaming _
(Haycok and Haycook 1981) Bloom, B. 1956

Solo taxonomy too is based from pre-structural knowledge to extended abstract conceptuahzatlon,
which students must achieve ultimately. The information literacy models too direct the students to achieve
the meta cognitive goals.
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Theorize
Compare/ Generalize
» contrast Hypothesize
o Explain causes Reflect
Enumerate )
Analyse
Describe Relate
List Apply
Combine
Identify Do algorithms
Do simple
procedure
Misses point I T
Prestructural  Unistructural Multistructual ~ Relational Bxtended abstract

<—— QUANTITAT\VEP

—p<¢— QUANTITATVEPHAE ~ —p

Flgure 6-SOLO taxonomy, Biggs (1999)

A hierarchy of verbs that may be used to form curriculum Ob_] ectives for teachmg and evaluatmg purposes

too.

“Access to and critical use of information is absolutely vital to lifelong learning, and accordingly no
graduate-indeed no person can be judged educated unless he or she is information literate”

Information literacy models

In order to achieve the information literacy goals

the information scientists have invented different
models.. These models help students and teachers
to reach the ultimate goal of the education, with a
specific guided plan. Several such popular models
are given below. :

5.1. Big6 Eisenberg/Berkowitz (1987)
Task definition, Information seeking strategies,
Location & access, Use of information, .
Synthesis, Evaluation ’
The PLUS model-Herring
Purpose, Location, Use, Self evaluation
5.3. Research Process-Pitts/Stripling (1988)
5.4. Information Seeking -Kuhlthau (1993)
Initiation, Selection, Formulation of focus,
Exploration, Collection, Presentatlori
Assessment b
5.5. Australian School Library Association
(1993)
. Defining information need, Locating,

S.2.

Selecting, Organising, Creating & Sharing, -

Evaluating

(Candy, Crebert and O’Leary, 1994 p.xii)-

5.6. Empowering 8- NILIS (2004)
Identify, Explore, Select, Organize, Create,
Present, Assess, Apply

Information literacy curriculum

" Information hteracy models are more successful :

with the well defined information literacy curriculum

The information literacy curriculum / programmes .
that are implemented by libraries need to 1nclude .

the following aspects in their curriculum, vgz
outcomes, tasks, procedureand evaluation.

American library asSociation init’s posmon
paper (2000) on Informatlon literacy has created a
curriculum under the seven components for the
academic institutions. o

i.  “Defining the need for information

i  Initiating the search strategy
iii. Locating the resources
iv.  Assessing and comprehending the

information
v.# Interpreting the information .
vii: Communicating the information i
vii. Evaluating the product and process” !

ooy et
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Informatien Literacy educatmnal programmes
atNILIS

All students who enroll at NILIS undergo.
an 08 day orlentatlon programme under the
“Empowering 08” mformatlon literacy model. At
the end of the orientation program their performances
in product as well as process is assesseéd by means
of aworking portfolio and a written assignment. The
students of the Bachelor of Education course who
learn the Information Literacy model for over 45
hours too are assessed, by means of a portfolio, pre
and post test and a three hour written examination.
Inaddition to these information literacy programmes
it is taught as a separate subject for Masters and
Post-graduate diploma courses in teacher
librarianship.

It is important to note that most of the
students had acquired the information literacy skills
on completlon of the relevant programmes. For
example most students who joined the programmes

were not cogmzant of the methods used to search |

for 1nf0rmat10n to use the library catalogue, to
evaluate the information and to _present the
information. According to their pre-test results, it
was established that they had not received education
ot academlc ‘writing, reading, note taking, note
makmg, dlrect quoting, paraphrasing and reference
in styles. Many of the students were ‘surface and
teacher centred learners. After completing the
information literacy programmes conducted. by
NILIS the students were better equipped to be deep
learners and life:long learners while being critical
thinkers.

& The portfolios, pre/post test results and
students’ evaluation sheets, confirm the success of
the NILIS information literacy programmes.

Conclusion

The development of Information theracy
competenc1es among the library users and
throughout the society, has become a vital
requirement to face the challenges of the 21¢
century. -
Information literacy programmes need to be
implemented mainly by the library staffin schools,
universities, public and other libraries in order to
achieve library goals and to convert their users to
lifelong learners and critical thinkers. However it is

very important to note here that these programmes
would be more successful, if the library staff'is able

~ to enlist the co-operation of the teaching and

administrative stafftoo. In addition to this, information
literacy programmes will enable librariansto play a
more prominent and meaningful role among their
clients.
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National Library of Sri Lanka

Services : Reference, Document Delivery, Inter Library Lending, Bibliographic Services, National
Union Catalogue, Referral, Reprographic, Internet services

Collections :

¢ Reference Materials Encyclopaedias, Dictionaries, Year books
e Maps collection
e Rare Books
* Newspaper collection (from 1976) Sinhala, Tamil, English (local Newspapers only)
o Periodicals (National, International)
¢ National, International News Magazines
e Science and Technology collection
e UNESCO collection
e Ola Leaves collection
e Sri Lanka collection
e Electronic media collection
e Audio-Visual collection
¢ Government publication collection
e Library and Information Science collection
e Theses and Dissertation collection
e Folklore collection
e Legal Deposit collection
The Reader Service Division of the National Library is opened from
Monday to Saturday '
Opening Hours : Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 8.30 am to 4.15 pm
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30 am to 6.15 pm
Closed on Sunday and other Public Holidays
Membership fee : One day : Rs. 20.00
Three months :Rs.  100.00
One year :Rs.  350.00
Life time :Rs. 1000.00
Institutional membership  : Rs. 2500.00
(One year)

For further details, please contact : Head
Reader Services Division
National Library and Documentation Centre
14, Independence Avenue
Colombo 07.

Tele :011 2674386, 011 2685197
Fax : 011 2685201

E mail :reader@mail.natlib.lk
URL  : http://www.natlib.lk
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