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• .qodStO ZS)gĉ  O t O q 06(5 ?5(503Od 003.11 ‘ ;' ' ' .f‘~
* ( • »  ' €  ̂ . ■ 4 • «

9d©zs>30 ' 3q23: ep023ao®O rat® © 0  £fc;rad e;s!0 0 ^ ' 0 ®©a ora® 

btOBd. ■ • •*•4 • • • . ,  *. • 1 ■ 1 * *

:/.?! ' .^d®®30 0c;z5a $02330®© 9 ^ 0 -  ora (q ^ d ts  ..©38 )■ 0e!©0 Gd

Oi0 ® ^ 0 0  ©3d®o 0 o 9 rffo©. 0 - qi®d0  #  rat® §  0 o®a 9 d©®30. oora©o. 

OlC^e^^ 0O C$l<3. G0O g  ©0 9d®®30 0cf00C3 ©3 gd© © ^ ©oCD0O q!©d 

g m  ©9g.©ofe©8 $t© 3d 9 ^  Gos^tsS. gb© p g S© 9 9 0 ^ 8 / Qrais 0 8 0 0 8 2 ? 

_ ' ' ©8300© .9 ^10 . 1 c5g8 gdaraa© G00 cp0c5O3G0ra ocSOad cdsO. 9cJra®30

>*- ' - 3̂ 253 03 00303 G0 d 0  g 8  0030 0300303$ 0 O 9 ^ 0 . CfG03®3Q' ©3 §©3®2S

0(50 0e,2330od© $t©OBd cfo© o,c!©®30.0$23a gO0  coaOo 003. rat®g8  ©i©g$ 0

© 0°S>3-0c50’ 0$tf30OGOd$ ^  0d  6 0 $ $  G © ^ ‘ ^0O  cm ci.V .', ■"■
•■. ‘ . ‘ . ‘ ’ t. 1 ' . " ■  . - .; ' . . • ’• ■ ,*■
®0e;, '0 0ra©3 -©0d ®bG<J© ©©dd ( 4 )  ©g^ o . - 0®o ; ' ■•'

( q )  o^rao ^Qdtg rarad ^ 0? 00aGra® qit® ogQdt^e; qig© 0ls 1970 qces>
5 '. 17 qd&. § 0o®3 dsSzi) gcJra®:© gcj03 p®® y®oct$®dfec3. S30 8£o

’ Q^0^Z? (p0c5Oa0Z$ 003CD© 9^0 • 0GC5fe Gc3®0 14 0t® <35pc3 0gf00Gcl

’■•'̂ 0 0 ®0.e; dsS® gd®®30o ©3 qg (J(D® gc503 i 0 Ozs ti):® o  ogcfe; zsacaSoî  '
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BOARD DOCUMENT NO. 9'̂  .

CEYLON NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1$7*f (i.1.7*f - 31.12.7*0 

PREPARED. AND SUBMITTED IN TERMS OF SECTION 19(1) (d)
C.N.L.S.B. ACT NO.17 OF 1970.

1. THE BOARD /

Mr.J.W.Subasinghe appointed under Section 2(1)(b) of the-Board Act 
. No.17 of 1970, as the nominee of the Ministry of State, resigned, with 
effect from 10.2.7**. The vacancy caused could not be filled as the 
Ministry of State ceased functioning from 27-5-70..A fresh appointment 
had to await the amendment of the Act for which proposals were submitted 
in consultation with the Ministry of Education- Likewise,✓Mr. H*A.£. . . 
Goonetileke who returned to the Island after his sabbfe££&&l leave on 
1 .1 1 .7** also resigned with effect from 20.11 f7** and was replaced by 
Mr. W.B.Dorakumbura as from 2**.12.7**. i * , . * ■ > * ' .V *f *

During the course of the year 10 General Meetings and 1 Special. | : 
Meeting of the Board, and/22 meetings of Special .Committees apoinfced - 
under Section 15, were held. The Special Meeting examined the manner ;; 
of intepreting Section 11(1) of the Act for purposes of implementation**
A difference of opinion arose- resulting in the resignation of the 
two members referred to in the preceding paragraph. Useful assistance 
was obtained in particular from the two Committees concerned, in ' . 
designing the National Library and in the formulation.of a national 
'programme in Library Education respectively, while the regular 
contribution* of the Book Selection. Committee enabled the release of 

. four cnnsolidated lists of.Sinhalese and Tamil Publications recommended 
for school and public libraries. The meeting of the Library Education - 
Committee held on 11.**.7** , was attended by Mr. K.C.Harrison, President 
COMLA and CSityf Librarian Westminster City Libraries, as well as by,, 
representatives of the. University of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka*
Library Association, at which a broads survey of. the manner in whioh 
Library Education was provided*in Sri Lanka was made with a view ,to 
its improvement. . „ * .

' *
2. ADMINISTRATION . . V

Mr. K.D.Somadasa was confirmed in bliivr post as Director at the 
end of his period of.probationary service. Mr. W.S.de Silva, another :• 
E.C.C. Grade I officer, on secondment replaced Mr. J.D.A.Jayamanne on:,
1.8J7**, as the latter left the Boards service on promotion to the 
Special Grade of the E.C.C. The post of Assistant Director (Bibliography) 
remained unfilled' a6 the Board's selection*failed, to get Ministry 
approval till 'the year ended. New appointments consisting of .
1x Docuinentalist, 2 Library Assistants, 1 Typist Clerk,' and 1 Miner 
Employee were made during the year. The Board staff on 31.12.7'* • 
included 32 officers consisting of.'- the Director, 3 Assistant 
Directors, 2 Book-keeper*Accounts Clerks, 1 Documentalist, 12 Library 
Assistants, 3 Steno-Typists, 3 Typist-Clerks, 1 Triver and 6 Minor 
Employees,of whDmh, 1 Assistant-Director, 3 Library Assistants and,
1 Minor Employee were stationed in Kandy. The changes on.their 
emoluments, including contributionrto the Employees Provident Fund 
and Government Pensioner's Fund amohnting to Rs. 13,**86.70, and the 
Special Allowance to those dravring below Rs.800.00 per mensem amounting 
to Rs. 12723.15, totalled Rs, 176,0^3.55 • %  way of fringe benefits a 
limited number of employees were given salary advances not exceeding 
Rs.500.00 in each case, to enable then to purchase bicycles to ease 
their commutation expenses. The 5 day week commenced from 12.1.'1.97** 
while overtime payment amounted to lb.902.25. Increasing financial
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trahs&dtions necessitated’ th'e' employment of a Board Lawyer ̂
-.Mr* A.L'iGunas’ekera$■’' 6fifcA contract basis' as the Attorney Geriaral 

 ̂̂ pointed’'oat' that rendering of' sû h' service was outside his. 
purview* ' ' ' .

/ «
3- THE BOARD FUND '
■ ' The Board fund at thevcommencement of-the Financial Year stood
: at. Rs.593,269.^0, and with the Government Grant of Rs.3 6 3,000*00
’ received, totalled 1X956,269.^0. The fixed assets of the Board

less depreciation calculated at 3 % amounted to Rs.3̂ 6,J+̂ -2.̂ 2, which 
amount was made up in .the following manner - Furniture and Office 

. Equipment 1X5^015.93, Motor Vehicle Rs. 11,005-07v Library Equipment 
; v Rs.68,263.37 and Books Rs.213,158.05* Donations , which include * 

a valuable set of books from the Bulgarian Embassy in Sri Lanka,
11 and the Ranfurly Library Service U.K. which despatched. towards the 
'''and of the year, 20 cases of books withdrawn from the British 
, Libraries that could be arouse to readers in Sri Lanka, amounted 
' to Rs.13io2.15 . The balances at the and of the Financial Year 
, ’ .totalled Rs.305,330.12 of which amount Rs.300,000.00 was transferred 

to the Government Treasury under Section l6(/t) of the Act, and 
kept in reserve to meet preliminary expenditure liable to be 
incurred on the National Library Building. These figures reveal 
that the Government grant received for the year was expended fully. 
.The Balance Sheet as at 31.12.7'f together with the Income and 
‘ Expenditure account and the Receipt and Payment account have been 
'prepared and submitted to the Auditor General for audit and advance 
copies of which have been made available to Board Members, the 
Hon.Minister of Education and the Corporations Division of the 
General Treasury.

The decision to do away with the Registration Fees payable by 
Public ;as well as the School librarians receiving in-service- 
training under the Board, entailed a loss of income.While the 
decision to collect a minimum sum of Rs.200,000.00 from local 
benefactors, with Tax benefits inducements that accrued from.the 
Minister of Financed decision to recognise the Board as an 
Approved Charity under Section 16a of the Inland Revenue Act, 
failed to evoke a satisfactory response, as donors who were 
approached complained of difficulties they experienced under the 
general economic and monetary situation they were facing. The 
. supply o.f the National Bibliography to subscribers brought in 
Rs.1588.^9 as subscription fees received during the year.

"FINANCE MANAGEMENT,
Two matters which were pointed out by the Auditor General in 

his Report for 1973 were rectified this year. One of which led to 
the separation of accounts work between the two officers. The new 
officer who was transferred to the' Head Office from Kandy on 1.^.7^, 
wyas entrusted with the maintenance of the Votes Ledger, custody and 
control of stores, maintenance of inventory and the Petty Cash 
Imprest. The Board rules governing tender procedure and book 

, purchases frere revised, while the limits placed ion the Chairman 
to authorise expenditure, subject to subsequent Board approval, was 
increased from Rs.500.00 to Rs.2500.00. The Quarterly Statement of 
Expenditure as required under the regulations were presented 
regularly to the Board , While the Board sustained a loss of 

rfar1 r5 0 . 7 3  on account of the. theft of 5 7  books on 1 7 .8 .7 ^. ./police 
assistance sought to detect culprits concerned proved prt>ved 

X.rv^Lfruitless. With the appointment of a Stores Clerk a comprehensive 
verification of Board stores, excluding books, was made during

. . . 3
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th? ,year^lfiplpsing^,th,evî e(e.d:A i to*3 ^5 i70
f ô .-accp.û tj of ^j’few,, it erâi,; becoming.' unusable- under. normal weiar 
and te#*>, Th,e verLfication.j.o,f . the book: shocks- was proceeding at 
the time the Financial Year ended. vr: <q

SERVICES
\

The tempo of the professional services rendered by the Board 
quickened with the emphasis placed on this aspect, at Board meetings, 
The controlling effect of limited financial resources available 
was recognised..With the gradual termination of the first phase of the 
Library development programme that commenced in 1972, attention was 
directed to the preparation of minimum standards for libraries which 

; should guide authorities in establishing and maintaining them. At

rthe same time a compilation of a bibliogr aphy_of_.li.braries existing in the island and a Directory of Jibrqr-ians in service was begun and 
released quarterly through the Board publication entitled "Library 
News". The contribution the Board received from 3 distinguished 
Librarians who visited the Island, viz. Mr. K.C.Harrison, President, 
COMLA and City Library Westminster City Libraries, Prof,Dr. Hulmut 
Arntz, President, Federation Internationale Documentation (FID) 
and. Mr. Michael Brawne an acknowledgedLibrary Architect, whose ser­
vices were made available by the UNESCO , under its Participation 
Programme 197^,deserves mention.

In assessing the work of the Board during the year, it is my 
privilege to quote a few observations from an evaluation report , 
submitted by Mr. K.C.Harrison who was in the Island from 22nd March 
197^ to 18 April 197^ -

" One of the Board’s prime tasks is to promote and '
develop public libraries in Sri Lanka, and I was happy to 
to witness some of the progress which has so far been 
made in a relatively short time. I saw 28 public . '
libraries during my visit, three of these being branches of 
of Colombo City Libraries. In addition to the older*? 
established public libraries in Colombo, Galle and 
Jaffna, I was pleased to be shown the results of the 
Board’s own projects in the Kandy District, as well 
as newly established public libraries in such places . 
as Hikkaduwa, Chunnakam and Vavuniya."

• i j
n In the Kandy District a great deal has been done-in 
a very short time to develop public and school libraries, > 
and I congratulate the Board’s members and staff upon 
these achievements. I was often asked if I thought 
that the Board was working on the right lines in the 
Kandy District and whether it should try to develop 

'.similar programmes of expansion in other districts. I 
can only repeat my belief that the experiment has 
been a success and that phased programmes of public 
library development in other districts should be 
embarked Upon."

Commenting on Library Education Mr.Harrison had the following 
observation to make - >

" Library education,training and qualifications are 
the concern of the Board, but they are also the concern 

I of the Sri Lanka Library Association as well, and this 
l is another area for close contacts to ■'be maintained^ , 
l between the CNLSB and the SLLA. Pre-entry qualifications 

\ ‘ • *’ ’ ! 1 •
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... ou&ht. to be. kept high and, at this st̂ -ge of the 
; country’s library development, there should be 
approved courses■at both post-graduate, and non- 
graduate level., The question of a first degree in 
Library Science, already possible at American 
and British Universities * should be explored with 
the University of Sri Lanka*M

Whiles four other recommendations he made, viz.

\

\

II
(a) That an early opportunity be taken to aamend 
the Ceylon National Library Services-Board Act No.17 
of 19 7 0 in the light of experience gained in the last 
four years. Paragraph 1*f especially should be enlarged 
and made more explicit, both in regard to the powers 
of the Board itself and also with reference to the 
functions and duties of the National Library and 
Documentation Centre;''?
(b) That the National Library and Documentation Centre 
be designated as the approved agency in Sri Lanka for 
international library loans; that’it should also act as 
the national centre for library co-operation and inter- 
library loans; and that the proposed new building 
should contain the necessary space to administer these 
functions, as well as the production of the Ceylon 
National Bibliography based on a legal deposit system 
and all the other normal functions of a national 
library and documentation centre;
(c) That a phased programme of public and school 
Library development, based upon the success of the 
Board*s Kandy Project, be embarked upon for other 
districts in Sri Lanka;
(d) That steps be taken to establish minimum standards 
for book provision, and that the Board be given powers
to insist upon matching grants for the purchase of books, 
journals and other library materials being provided'by 
the recipient authorities after the Board has given the 
initial grants; "
e ) '

are already unjlnr various stages ” ; : $ implementation.
The Board has decided to take up with the authorities concerned, 

a few other recommendations, which Mr.Harrison considered of crucial 
importance to the furtherance of the Board's next stage of work.
These are quoted below to make the general survey of the services 
outlined above complete
> ■ ; 1

(Ja) That the existing co-operation between the Board and 
the Ministry be strengthened with a view to improving 
school library facilities throughout the country.

' (b) That the existing cp-operarion between the Board
""and the Sri Lanka Library Association be developed vi 
with a view to - ■ ,

(i) encouraging the closest possible relationships between libraries and librarians of all types;

. . . 5  .
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(ii) exploring the best methods of education f®r 
librarians ana especially’ arranging special1 courses 
workshops, seminars and conferences fo^ the further 
education and train'lng of lib-frar̂ ' fterbdnnel; 0

(c) That the Board should investigate the establishment 
of a centralised library supply agency which might be 
fesponsible for the central ordering,binding,cataloguing 
and distributing of books to public and school libraries; 
such an agency could also arrange for the manufacture 
and supply of library furniture and equipment on a 
centralised and therefore cheaper basis.
(d) That the Board should draw the attention of the 
Government of Sri Lanka to the serious situation caused 
in the country’s major libraries by the lack of suffi­
cient foreign currency to import foreign books and journals 
in all realms a>f scholarship, and that the government 
be requested to make available ddditional foreign exchange 
on the understanding that it is spent on worthwhile 
material for the most important university,college and 
public libraries.

■ The assistance received from the British Council in Sri Lanka 
to secure the services of Mr. Harrison is gratefully arclcnjondLedged.

6 . (i) Public & School Library' Development'-"-
The phased out programme of public and sohool libraries 

development was centered in the district of Ratnapura,Kurunegala 
Vauuniya and Mannar. Consultations were held with the Department' 
officials, Head of Local Authorities and Schools, and others actively 
interested in Kurunegala, Ratnapura, Vavuniya and Mannar. The assis­
tance the Board was able to provide are shown in Annex I. A 
quickening of the flow of assistance has unfortunately been arfested 
due to delays in. appointing librarians and inadequacies in capital 
funds released by the Departments concerned for library development. 
However, the Board received excellent response from the local 
authorities at Vavuniya, Mannar, Badulla, Batticaloa, Matale* 
Nawalapitiya, Bandarawela, Hikkaduwa, Chunnakam, Wellawaya, and 
Homagama. The number of Public 8c School libraries and libraries 
of other institutes inspected by the professional staff of the 
Board to improve the quality of the organisation and services, 
totalled 1 5 5 .
(ii) Rural Library Development Service

These services have been concentrated in the Agricultural 
Co-operative Youth Farms established by the Ministry of Agriculture 
8c Lands in a selected number of Samupakara Gammanas and 20 Saraupakara 
Janawasas, established by ..the Land Reforms Commission. With a view 
to extending the. educational opportunities that the new library 
units could provide, a project in the teaching of English as a 
Second Language to adults was begun on a pilot project basis at the oi 
Sirima Udyanaya Agricultural Co-op. Farm, Yattapatta, where nearly 
75 young men with good secondary education have enrolled themselves 
in 5 classes, the teaching programme of which has been directed by 
a University Lecturer, Dr. D.Walatara, B.A„,PhdP who counts very 
considerable research experience in this field. The initial results 
are encouraging and the project would be gradually extended to 
other areas, where a demancb become. manifest.



(iii) Mobile LibraryServices \
i

These continued to operate lender the Local Authorities that 
were selected and .guided,for ,the ' purpose • Of . special importance, •) 
in this connection was an evaluation course that was held1 with 
the team engaged in the Kekirawa Public Library Mobile Service.
The second hand book mobile offerred at a price by the National 
Book Development Council remained unpurchased in the face of 

/ more urgent commitments in other fields.
7. THE NATIONAL LIBRARY,OF SRI LANKA

A significant achievement during the year was the approval 
the Cabinet granted tohthe proposals submitted by the Board’ to 
establish the National Library and to include it among the priori-foil 
projects for foreign aid. The preparation ,of. plans and estimates 
were undertaken by the Department of Public Buildings under the 
direction of the Kxperttbke UNESCO provided, assisted b y  the 
Chief Architect of the Department of Public Buildings, whom the 
Board invited to collaborate with the UNESCO Expert as the Board's 
local counterpart. The 5 storeyed building that was designed , was 

’ to provide storage facilities for volumes with capacity
for additional 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 volumes without any major structural changes 
of the building.-Reading facilities were to be provided for 2 0 0  
readers and a staff of 80 who would be employed to man the library.
The building complex designed had , apart from the library building'

' proper, and administration block with an Auditorium capable of 
'seating 80 persons.^additional rooms and facilities to be placed.
at the disposal, of professional institu-̂ :.̂  and Bodies that would:-';

' collaborate with the Board in organising and operating national 
library and documentation work.
ri The preliminary estimates of the building ranged at Ra.9 million
Vwith Rs.7 million for the superstructure, Rs. 1  million for' Air Conditio­
ning and Rs.1 million for L-brary Furniture and equipment. Preparation 
~6f detailed structural plans on which a final estimate kodlflobe: 
prepared- were held over to 1 9 7 5 - I wish to place on record the 
valuable services rendered by the UNESCO Expert Mr. Michael Brawne 
who has already made 2 visits to Sri Lanka, on -this account 
Likewise the services rendered by the UNESCO , and the Ministry of 
Housing & Construction deserve the Board's thanks.

f
6 The site finally selected for constructing the National Library

is a site of 2 acres in extent on Independence Avenue lying beside 
the premises of the National Archives.

As part of the capital funds needed for the project had to be 
secured as foreign aid, consultations were begun with representatives 
of Sri Lanka abroad. In particular, discussion towards this end were 
held with the Ceylon Ambassador in Stockholm, as it appeared response 
from Scandinavian countries were encouraging. The matter is being 

. pursued in collaboration with the Department of External Resources 
of the Ministry of Planning to whom the question has been referred 

. by athe Cabinet.
8 . THE CEYLON NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

8 issues of the Ceylon National Bibliography (monthly) were 
 ̂ issued during the year. A quicker release of the issues , relating 
to the backlog inherited from the Department of National Archi-yes 
cotild not be assured in the absence of the Assistant Director 
(Bibliography). Several complaints from foreign subscribers wkoe

( 6 ).
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who had not received copies of the Bibliography, iri,.:spite :o f ■;  
subscription, were,Nattended to- , !

Ihe'government printer informed the^ !$ô rd ,of inability V.>v, 
to undertake the . printing the National, Bibliography .from September.; 
1 9 7 3 onwards as from' that'date it ceased to be a publication . ■
undertaken by a State Department. Alternative printing arrangements 
were explored by the time the year ended.

V

and
Exploratory action to build up ,the National collection commenced^ 

studies were made with a veiw to acquire the liberies of the late 
Dr.G.P.Malalasekera and the late Dr-S.Paranawitane. The matters 
were not finalised when the year ended. At the same time the Board 
noted the action taken by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs to amend 
the Printers and Publishers Ordinance of 1 8 8 5 , with a view to 
enabling the National Library to maintain a legal deposit collection.
'The new Archival Law (Act No . ^8 of 1973) which was certified on 
1.3.7^ was considered a progressive step that would contribute in 
due course to build up the national collection. - '

9- LIBRARY EDUCATION ,
Particulars of training provided are summarised in Annex III. 

Reference was made in.the preceding paragraph to the support received 
from visiting specialists to improve the service now found in the 
Island and to co-ordinate them, in order to eliminate wastage due 
to duplication and errors in design of content material. The specia.1 comm 

• . ?ittee on Library Education that met on 11.4.7^ at, which Mr. Harrison 
and representatives of the University of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka 
Library Association, initialed a project designed to achieve these 
these ends, for (which purpose the assistance' of the Ministry of 
Education and the Ministry of. Local Government will be sought, in due 
course. A project of special practical value was a.5 day Workshop 
for Public Librarians'that was conducted with the co-operation of the , 
Academy for training of Local Government personell, under the' , *
direction of Mr. K.O.Harrison. ' '

The need for mid-level course in Library Science of one year's 
duration for the benefit of librarians in service and teachers 
undergoing teacher training have been considered priorities' and 
efforts to get them under operation i/ailed to materialise‘when the / 
year ended. The Board looks upto the University to expand its 
Department of Library Science and -- before iong provide full coverage 
and facilities for those who are acutely in need of the new expertise.

1°. OTHER ACTIVITIES
(i) Participation^in International Conferences

The Board was requested to participate’in the Intergovernmental 
conference on the Planning of.National Documentation, Library, and 
Archive infrastructure, 'held in Paris from 23-27 September 197^- This 
obligation arose'from the special contribution Sri Lanka was capable 
of making in view of the follow up work in National Library Develop­
ment planning following the UNESCO Conference held in Colombo in 
December 19^7 and the Pilot Project in Documentation and Library , 
Services in Ceylon iJProject ^217 of l6*c/s UNESCO) to which the 
UNESCO made a grant of $20,000. However, a delegation could’ not be 
sent as the Ministry of Education expressed its inability to find ., 
the necessary foreign exchange needed to meet the delegate's expenses 
, abraod-. ' ’

. However the Director was able to attend the; 3rd Training Seminar 
on Computerisation Techniques in Documentation that was held in Paris

•  •  • 8



( 8 ) >■ i\

from 30th September to **th October 197** by the Computerisation 
Documentation Division UNESCO, He also participated in anbther 
conference held in Singapore in July 197** by the Internatiohal 
Association of* School Librarians and read a paper before it. -<l‘> ’ j 1 , ) \ • • ‘ , • •r{ . ' n* •. » • - ' - i t -

,, Assistant Director Mr; S.M.Kamaldeen was given leave to 
/ attend the Second Islamic Tamil Research Conference held in Madras 

in June 197*+-
(ii) International Standardisation of Library Statistics

The international standardisation of Library statistics in terms 
of the resolution adopted at the 16th session of the General 
Conference of the UNESCO held in Paris in November 1970, was entrusted 
to the Board, who was appointed the National^Agency for the purpose 
by the Minddbry of Education. The collection of Library Statistics ffor 
the second biennial (197*+) would commence in 1975-
(iii) UNESCO Deposit Library-

The Board continued to receive relevant publications from the 
UNESCO Office Paris and -the REgional Office, Bangkok. They were 
accessioned and processed for reference by the general- public to 
whom the facilities would be better provided from 1 9 7 5 -
(iv) Sri Lanka UNISIST National Committee

The 'Director was nominated by the Board in March 197** to serve 
as its representative on the Sri Lanka UNISIST National Committee.
(v) iDnter Library Book Exchange Programme

i'A concrete result that followed Mr.Harrison1s visit was the 
inter-library Book Exchange-project he proposed betweeen the -v
Westminster Qity Libraries and the Library' Board , SRI Lanka. The 
Project visualised the exchange of English Books to the valye of 
£ 150 with a consignment of Sinhalese books needed in this Libeary 
to the same value.-The exchange project was accepted by the Board 
and it has been approved by Hon.Minister of Internal'& External Trade. 
The exchange itself will take place in' 1975-
(vi) Ranfurly Library Service

The Board became a recipient of Books from the Ranfurly Library 
Service when an offer of English books recently withdrawn from . 
British Libraries were offered to Public and School libraries of 
Sri Lanka, willing to make use of them. Mr.Harrison was instrumental 
in this project too, as he felt that from his inspection of Sri Lanka 
libraries, theme books could within limits make a contribution. The 
Board accepted this generous offer and 20 cases of books totalling 

* 36*+5 were received during the course of the year. Arrangments are 
being made to donate a part of the collection to libraries in need 
of them and the rest will be placed before the libraries through 
the Loan Distribution Programme.

•11. THE LIBRARY PROFESSION
a *

The Board notes with satisfaction the incorporation of the!v>
.. Sri Lanka Library Association under Act No,20 of 1 9 7*+-R®lati6ns 

.. ,r . between the Board and the Association have been close and cordial
and the Board supported generaously the activities of the 'Association 
organised in connection with its rnnaiL. Library Week in October 
September 197**.

9
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11- r) The- professional -intereist of, the Members-of., the; service Ikave' 
received' the, attentpLop of the Bqer̂ ..ahd. ̂ r.revî .io’n; of./^i^tin^.! i  
regulations pertaining to grading of libraries and librarians'have V 
been presented to the Ministry of Public Administration on their 
request. In this 'connection the establishment of the Board as the 
National Library Authority after the completion of the public hearing 
by the L.B.De Silva Salaries Commission prevented^the Board in getting 
the Commission to review the library profession and its salary 
structure afresh. The Board his now >»compslled to get thes.e matters 
settled at the Ministry of Public Administration level which has 
recognised'the Board as the competant authority to advise them on 
Library matters - several of which have already been referred to 
the Board for advice and guidance. 1 !

(ii) The Board with the approval of-the Ministry of Education planned 
a Volunteer Apprentice Service for secondary - school leavers who 
were interested in libr.arianship as a vocation. A commencement was. 
made with one apprentice who volunteered to work with the Board 
sthffin the Kandy Office. The results would be watched before' 
opportunities are expanded.
(iii) The Board had occasion to congratulate five of its adminis­
tration staff who in the midst of their daily work-were able to 
secure professional qualifications. Three of them r^iMisg.sGcHjMarso, 
Mishh=;S.Kalupahana, and Miss. C.R.Rajanayagam, gainddg success at 
the Sri Lanka Library Association Intermediate Examination, and Mr. y 
C.H.Kandamby the other^assuceesaful at the Intermediate Examination 
of the Institute of Book-keepers, London, while another Library 
Assistant* Mr. C„A.C.Fernando?was suecessful in the Degree Examination 
of the University of Sri Lanka, Vidyodaya Campus.

12. PUBLICATIONS
The following publications were issued by the'Board during 

the year -
1. National Bibliography of Sri Lanka, (t monthly, ip the

3 languages, f 8 issues, September 1971 to April 197?).
2. Library News - a Quarterly, in 3 languages . (Vol.II,Nos. 

Nos.- 1,2,3,^.
f

3* Consolidated Lists of Books recommended for School and
Public Libraries - occasional releases — b v  issues.

13. IMPORT OF BOOKS TO SRI LANKA# . ‘ .;/
$A Board delegation was invited for discussion by the Special 

Committee appointed .by the Minister of 'Education to investigate and 
report.on conditions governing the import of books from foreign 
countries . Proposals for the improvement of prevailing practices 

submitted to the Committee.
<\b. MASS MEDIA & LIBRARIES

On the invitation of the Sectoral Committee on Social Overheads 
of the National Planning Committee appointed by the Cabinet.to , . 
examine and.report on Mass Media, ann exhaustive memorandum , an

I -the .manner in which Mass Media should be co-ordinated with libraries, v . p r e s e n t e d .  In the memorandum it was pointed put'that a developing
/ i c o u n t r y  3LiLo

•.. 10
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f < i ! f ■' , - ! : . ; . . .Country like S p ± Lhnka should nqt l vie;w libraries as 4
■ ' f' ' 1 l : 1 . > ‘ ;, f . ; / , ' • . ■ ;• Warehouses df books and manuscripts but instead viewed them 
agparticular kind of meeting’ places... which makea possible the 

• v meetings of minds and ideas^unlimited by the normal bounda­
ries of time, space, social, and economic levels, and where the 

■' active generation of ideas^instead of their passive absorption, 
3j©Cr fostered and encourage d-J* „ l • «

15. BIBLIOGRAPHY ON POPULATION EDUCATION
UNESCO Regional Office Bangkok on the recommendation of the 

UNESCO National Commission , Sri LLanka,entrusted the compilation ■ 
of a national bibliography on Population Education , to the Board, 
and offered z o  compensate the Board for the service rendered by 
a payment of C. 500 U.S .Dollars'. The offer was accepted and contract 
entered into. The document is to be completed by 1.7-75- Work is- 
proceeding.

1 6 . CONCLUSION
The cumulative effect of the enterprises outlined.above * is the 

increasing recognition b.̂r the society and its institut_e§nof the role 
libraries should play in national development in Sri Lanka. This 
recognition is manifest in the dialogue • that is continuously 
developing between the Boardfs administration and the personell 
managing libraries- in the island at all levels. Both correspondence 
and field Work have increased consequently,and they have been handled 
as best as possible within limits the administration could bear 
without restricting the services programmed. In discharging my 
duties, as the Chief Executive Officer of the Board, I have 
always received the guidance and the co-operation of all Board 
Members,' including those who have left us, while the administration 
itself never stinted in placing at my disposal its loyalr. i service 
at all' times. Those whom I should thank are too many to mention, 
but if I were to identify any one in particular to whom the Board 
should offer its thanks, I would unhesitatingly name Dir.Al Haj 
Badi-ud-din Mahmud Hon. Minister of Education for obtaining cabinet- 
approval for the National Library,and Mr .s .C. R.Zaher, Head of the 
Documentation, Libraries,and Archives Division UNESCO , Paris, for 
the invaluable assistance she has always given us and Dossrs..
Messrs. J.W.Subasinghe and H.A.I.Goonetileke for the services they 
sincerely renderedf as members of the Ceylon National Library
Services Board. . ’

W.M. A.Wafrnasuriya (
Chairman

Ceylon- National Library Services. Board

72 Bauddhaloka Mawatha ' 
Colombo k .

10.6.1975-
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