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BOARD DOCUMENT NO.131
CEYLON NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1976 (01.01.76 - 31.12.76)
PREPARED'AND SUBMITTED IN TERMS OF SECTION 
19 (1) (d)'u C.N.L.S.B. ACT NO. 17 OF 1970.

1. THE BOARD
The vacancy caused by the resignation of Board member Mr. W. B. 

Dorakumbura with effect from 24th November, 1975 was filled by the 
appointment'of Mr. E.D.T.Kularatne, Senior Assistant Librarian of 
the University of Sri Lanka, Colombo Campus with effect from 9th 
January 1976.

* i •On the expiry of the term of office of the Board appointed on '
13th May 1971 by the H o n^le Minister of Education in terms of section 
2:1 of the Ceylon National Library Services Board Act. No* 17 of 1970, 
a'new Board was appointed with effect from 17th May 1976. Mr. U.D.I. 
Sirisena, Deputy Director-General of Eduoation was appointed the 
Chairman of the new Board, in terms of section 5*1 of the Act.* The 
othwf-members of the reconstituted Board were Messrs. S.U.Somasekeram, •
M.M.Bahaudeen, W.E.V.S.de Alwis, S.F.Laurentius, E.D.T.Kularftne,
B.A.Jayasinghe and Mr.A.G.A.Mendis.

The Vacancy resulting from the retirement of Mr. K.^. Somadasa, 
Director/Secretary of the Board with effect from 31st December 1975 
was filled by the appointment of Mr. N. Amarasinghe as Director/
Secretary with effect from 1st October, 1976. Mr. W.S.de Silva,
Assistant Director/Administration acted as Secretary to the Board
from 1st January 1976 to 31st July, 1976 and Mr. L.A.Gunawardena
who succeeded Mr. de Silva as Assistant Director/Administration
acted as Secretary to the Board from 1st August 1976 to 30th September,1976.

During the year, 12 Board meetings were held and the average 
attendance was 6.

2. ADMINISTRATOR
The administration of the Board during the year was very 

satisfactory. Mr. W.S. de Silva who was seconded for services in the 
Board as Assistant Director/Administration reverted to his substantive 
post in the public service on 31st July , 1976 and the resulting vacancy 
was filled by the secondment of Mr. L.A.Gunawardena for one year with 
effect from 1st August, 1976. Mr. Gunawardena was a Class I Officer 
in the general clerical services attached to the Ministry of Education.
By 31st December 1976 the Board had its full complement of the 
administrative staff.

The proposals of the Board to create higher grades in certain posts 
in the cadre for its employees were approved by the Hon!ble Minister 
of Education and were submitted to the jj^inistry of Finance for approval.

3. REGIONAL OFFICE - KANDY
During the year, the permanent staff of the Kandy Regional Office 

comprised one Assistant Director, three Library Assistants and one peon. 
The Regional Office staff have assisted and advised the Public and School 
libraries in the Kandy, Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Kurunegala, Kegalle, 
Badulla, and Moneragala districts in the re-organisation and development 
of libraries paying special attention to classification and cataloguing 
of books in stock. The Regional Office was also responsible for success­
fully conducting several in-service training programmes for the benefit 
of those working in libraries in the Public and School Sectors.

4, BOAR# FUNDS
The balance of the Board funds at the beginning of the year

was Rs.803825.74. With the receipt of the annual grant it was
Rs.1 ,428,825.74. The value o.f. capital assets comprised of (• * •'

• ri4 #



(a )  o f f i c e  f u r n i t u r e  and eq u ip m en t Rs, 6 0 * 9 8 3 * 1 8 . (b )  M otor v e h i c l e  
Rs* 8, 91^ . 12 .  ( c )  L ib r a r y  eq u ip m en t Rs. 7 0 * 0 1 i*»0i+* (d )  B ooks e t c .
Rs» 228, 3^2 . 6A.

Th© B oard c o n t in u e d  to  m a in ta in  i t s  a c c o u n ts  w ith  th e  P e o p le *b 
Ban k , Park  S t r e e t ,  Branch* The b a la n c e  s ta n d in g  to  th e  c r e d i t  o f  th e  
B oard a t  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r  was Rs* 67,372.*+7*

Gash s e c u r i t i e s  o f  Board em p loyees' am ou n tin g  to  Rs. 8 ,1 8 0 ,0 0  
w ere d e p o s i t e d  i n  th e  N a t io n a l  S a v in g s  Bank.

The a u d ito r  G e n e r a l* s  r e p o r t  on th e  B o a r d 's  F in a n c ia l  m anagem ent 
f o r  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r  s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s

” T am o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  a c c o u n ts  p r e s e n t e d  have b een  s a t i s f a c ­
t o r i l y  p r e p a r e d  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  g e n e r a l ly  a c c e p te d  a c c o u n t in g  p r i n c i p l e s  
a p p l ie d  on  a b a s i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  t h a t  a d o p te d  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r ."

3* SERVICES
(i) During the year, the services of the Board were extended 

specially to the revenue districts of Kegalle, Batticaloa, Badulla, .
M o n era g a la , P o lo n n a ru w a , T r in co m a lee  i n  a d d i t io n  to  l i b r a r i e s  in  
o th e r  a r e a s  w hich  had b een  s e l e c t e d  f o r  d ev e lo p m en t i n  th e  p r e v io u s  
y e a r s ,  b u t had n o t  b e e n  q u a l i f i e d  to  r e c e i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  due to  la c k  
o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t a f f  e t c .

The book a s s i s t a n c e  programme o f  th e  B oard in c lu d e d  su p p ly  o f  
book s to  l i b r a r i e s  w h ich  came under, th e  B o a r d 's  p r o j e c t  programme 
commenced a s  f a r  back  a s  1972. In  c o n s e q u e n c e , a la r g e  s t o c k  o f  
b ook s a c q u ir e d  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a c c u m u la te d  in  th e  s t o r e s  was 

. . i s s u e d .  B ooks to  th e  v a lu e  o f  Rs, 1 1 8 ,2 6 8 .1 3  w ere i s s u e d  to  l i b r a r i e s  
under, th e  Book. A s s i s t a n c e  programme d u r in g  th e  y e a r .  A lso  a 
s i z e a b l e  s t o c k  o f  b o ok s i n  E n g l is h  d o n a ted  to  th e  B oard some y e a r s  
back  by th e  A s ia  F o u n d a tio n  and h e ld  i n  th e  s t o r e s  was g iv e n  o v e r  
to  th e  M in is t r y  o f  E d u c a t io n  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .

A n o te  w orth y  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  B o a r d 's  Book A s s i s t a n c e  Programme 
was th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  'b ook  lo a n  s e r v i c e '  w h ich  was commenced a t  
th e ,B o a r d  H e a d -q u a r te r s  i n  Septem b er l a s t  y e a r .  T h is  schem e was 
f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  th e  Kandy r e g io n  by th e  B o a r d 's  b ran ch  o f f i c e  th e r e  
i n  June 1973 and p r o v e d  to  be v e r y  u s e f u l  and p o p u la r . The schem e 
h a s  now b een  e x te n d e d  on an a l l - i s l a n d  b a s i s .

. .. Under .th e  Book Loan S e r v ic e  Programme a book bank i s  m a in ta in e d  
i n  th e  H e a d -q u a r te r s  from  w hich  t i t l e s  h ave b een  lo a n e d  i n  r o t a t i o n  to  
member l i b r a r i e s  i n  b o x e s  c o n t a in in g  a b o u t 30 b ook s e a c h . The lo a n  
p e r io d  ,a t  p r e s e n t  i s  3 m o n th s. There i s  a p r e s s in g  demand f o r  t h i s  
s e r v i c e  and i t  i s  p r o p o se d  to  in c r e a s e  th e  p r e s e n t  m em bership o f  62 
l i b r a r i e s  to  100 d u r in g  th e  n e x t  y e a r .

Book a s s i s t a n c e  to  l i b r a r i e s  by th e  Board was en h an ced  th ro u g h  
th e  R a n fu r ly  L ib r a r y  S e r v ic e s  G i f t  Book Scheme w h ich  commenced l a s t  
y e a r .  Under t h i s  sch em e, th e  Board r e c e iv e d  a w ide ra n g e  o f  b ook s in  
E n g l is h  w ith d raw n  from B r i t i s h  L ib r a r i e s ,  b u t i n  good p h y s ic a l  
c o n d i t io n  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  p u b l ic  and s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  h e r s .  M ost 
o f  t h e s e  b ook s h ave b een  fou n d  to  be v e r y  u s e f u l  f o r  our l i b r a r i e s  
and the;,dem and fo r  t h e s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  p o p u la r  f i c t i o n ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  
B o o k s. B ooks on S c ie n c e  and M ath em atics  and B ooks i n  B r a i l l e  and b ook s  
i n  la r g e  ty p e  h a s  ' in c r e a s e d  r a p id ly .

D u rin g  th e  y e a r  und er r e v ie w  7^8^+ b ook s from  th e  R a n fu r ly  schem e 
have b een  d i s t r i b u t e d  among p u b lic  and s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  in  th e  I s la n d .
The Board continues to receive mope stocks of these books.

i  r 5 _ ' '
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(ii) LIBRARY EDUCATION
The Library education programme during the year was conducted _ 

both in Colombo and in the regions as in previous years* On accounts 
of the large number of teachers and officers from the school and 
public libraries who had to be provided with a basic knowledge of 
librarianship for the first time, classes continued to be conducted 
in the form of orientation courses, with special emphasis on practical 
work relating to technical services and readers* services* In-service : 
training programmes'for teachers were conducted at the Pattalagedena: 
Teacher Training College (Sinhala), Palaly Teacher Training College 
(Tamil) and at Chilaw, Horana, Polonnaruwa,. Badulla and Bandar a we la*. 
Special mention has to be made of the two days Seminar held at 
Bandarawela for the Cioiiit Education Officers of Bandarawela education1 
regions including the Moneragala district in order to familiarioe thfe 
education supervisors with the various aspects of library work in - 
schools* Of the librarians who followed the- orientation course 1*+3 
were from Public libraries and 1*f3 were from school libraries*

i  -  ■ -

In addition to the above training programmes arrangements" were. made, 
for 3 librarians of Public and Departmental libraries to receive 
In-service training at the Public Library, Colombo and a seminar of 
one days duration was organised for Public librarians at Ratnapura
district at the office of the ACLG, Ratnapura. " - • •' :

* « ■ > *",
Arrangements are being made to conduct the training programme at a 

higher level on a workshop/field work basis in the forthcoming year*
The Board approved a proposal to start a correspondence course in ! 
library education designed specifically for the benefit of practising' 
librarians with a view to improve their professional growth and help 
them obtain higher qualifications in librarianship* The duration of 1 . 
this course will be 2 years and the examination will consist.of 2 parts. 
The examination will be conducted by the Commissioner of Examinations.

(iii). FIELD SERVICES 1
_ 1

The staff from the Head-quarters as well as from the Kandy Regional
Office have been visiting libraries regularly to provide professional 
advice in regard to re-organisation and development of libraries. In ' 
■addition, professional advice was also provided on request to libraries ,\ 
with regard to buildings, furniture, equipment and other related r
matters* The Board issued instructions and specifications relating t'o !: 
library furniture and technical matters. ! "

Action was taken with the assistance of the School Building Research. 
Unit of the Ministry of Education to design a school library building-, 
cum-staff room and administration block* This scheme was approved byrthe 
Ministry for circulation among Regional Directors for implementation : ' 
depending on funds available* ' ' \
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES

• During the year 11* meetings of the Public, Schools, Book Selection 
and Bibliography Committees were held to advise and assist the Board 
with regard to library development programmes*

A number of conferences which proved to be very useful was held in' 
the second half of the year in a number of regions where Principals of 
Schools and Education Officers met to discuss the Library Development 
Programme with the Chairman and Assistant Director, Library Services* - 
It is proposed to continue this programme in, the forthcoming years as 
this service was proved to be very fruitful*

It was proposed to pay special attention to the development of v 
libraries in Teacher Training Colleges and as a preliminary step to^this 
programme a survey was conducted to ascertain the quantum of existing 
library facilities in the training colleges*

. . . A



•• *>l
7. THE NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY----.............r, "V— .--- '

Printing of the Bibliography was temporarily interrupted due to 
defaulting .by the printing contractor.However, an agreement was signed 
on 1^th July 1976 with a new Contractor for printing and the work was 
resumed. The work done by the Bibliography Division is listed below:-
REGULAR SERVICES; '

Sri Lanka National feihlio&raphy - 1972 issues 5-12, This manuscript 
was handed over to the Government Printer last year. Five out of the six 
sections of this publication have been^proof-read and passed for printing,
SRI^ANKA NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 1973:

The editorial work for the annual volume was successfully contracted 
■out;to Mr.N,Amarasin$he. First stage of the compilation of the manuscript 
was over.
SRI LANKA NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 197*H

'/Primary editorial work on this annual volume.has been completed by 
the Asst, Director/National Bibliography.

/. SRI .LANKA NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 1975 s
: ¥he printing and distribution of this Bibliographer was completed 

duriiig the year,
SR I,,LANK A NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 1976;

All manuscripts relevant to this bibliography i,e. issues,No. 1 - 1 2  
were compiled within the year itself, leaving no arrears. Issues No.1-3 
were printed and distributed. Issues A-12 #ere with the printer. Of . 
those issues No, *f-5 have already been proof-read and passed for printing.

’ NATIONAL LIBRARY PROJECT
. The Board took over on 13th December, 1976 the possession of the 

site released by the Government for the construction of buildings for 
the National Library of Sri Lanka. This site in extent 2.2 acres from 
old Race Course, Colombo, is situated on Torrington Avenue, adjoining the1 
present premises of the Department of National Archives. On the same 
day, the site was handed over to the Department of Buildings, Ministry . 
of Housing and Construction for commencement of the work on the building.

In view of the arrangements for the commencement of building 
operations in early 1977t the Board decided to obtain once again the 
services of Mr. Michael Brawne, the Unesco Consultant Architect from 
'Britain to finalise the plans and advise the Buildings Department.
-Mr•Brawne arrived in the island on 12th ^ccejjber 19?6 and had a number 
of discussions with the Chief Government Architect, Officials of the. 
Ministry of Housing and Construction,' Ministry of Planning and Economic 
Affairs and the Ministry of Education. On the eve of his departure,
Mr., Rrawne addressing the Board assured that he was satisfied that 
there would be no difficulties when the construction work commenced.
This was corraborated by the construction Engineer and project Architects.

The Ministry of Planning and Economic Affafcfctf has approved the 
entire estimate of Rs.11.5 million for this project and has assured the 
provision of necessary funds.

The Board gave high priority to the book collection for the 
• National/Library in view of the fact that many rare works were being 
smuggled out of the country. It was decided that until the National 
Library was constructed, temporary accommodation should be provided 
for the collection of books for the National Library. The Board, 
therefore, decided to rent out on a temporary basis a building with 
a floor area of about 3,200 sq. ft. for the purpose in the vicinity 
of the Board*s Head-quarters. The Board approved a sum of Rs.100,000/=

. . . / 5



*"<r', s'i J '• r l.. ", '' V’ - » • f ' *• • •. •for the purchase of rare arid Valuable books. It is expected that . when 
the building is ready for occupation there would be an Adequate 
collection of books for the National Library#

9. ADDITIONAL SERVICES
(a) ISORIDs This project is now handled by the Director, .
(b) The Sri La^ka Periodical Information List commenced last year

has- been maintained throughout the year. r
(s) A publishers list (Sinhala, Tamil 8? English), v(as compiled aqd

printed in the first issue of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography, 
1976. Only current publishers were included. , "

(d) Compilation of the Sri Lanka Newspaper Index continues.
(e) Cumulation of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography records accumulated

since 1962 has been continued. The Cumulation of classified*subject-: 
section is now complete and a total of approximately 10,000.cards. ,
have been cumulated into two.multilingual, classified Y1 year-. ?. 
sequences, 1962-1969 and 1970 onwards. English and Tamil author/ 
title cumulations in similar sequences approximately 8,500 cards 
have also been successfully completed.

(f) The Newspaper Amendment Act. No. 5 of 1976 and Printers and-Publishers 
Ordinance (Amendment) Act No.6, 1976 was implemented from September 
1st, 1976 and the Board has begun to receive deposit, copies of books, 
periodicals and newspapers printed after this date* This deposit 
material could be considered the nucleus of the National Library/ 
Collection.

(g) Select bibliographies of Books suitable for Public Libraries in
Sinhala and Tamil were cyfflostyled and issued to Libraries, ; /

(h) Work was commenced o.n the compilation of a comprehensive Directory •;
of Public Libraries and all relevant information has already been 
collected. It is proposed to publish the Directory during the next ■ 
year. - •

(i) Library News During the year a cumulated volume (Vol. 3 No.
July 1975, December 1976 was issued. <

10. CONCLUSION ‘"" ; ' , 1 * f
I would wish to place on reoord an appreciation of the services -. .-.r 

rendered by the Chairman and members of the previous Board during their 
terra of office for the promotion and development of library services 
in Sri Lanka,

,n 1 • \ 1 •
• j

I would also wish to place on record an appreciation of the, v r: ’•* 
assistance received from the various professional organisations in regard 
to the activities of the Board and also the understanding and sympathetic 
consideration given to all Board matters by the Hon'ble Minister of ; 
Education, his Secretary and Additional Secretary, the Chief Accountant, 
and other officers of the Ministry. r, * •

I very mxch value the kind co-operation and support that I received 
from each and every member of the Board since my assumption of duties. , 
as Chairman, •

Ceylon National Library Services 
72, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Board.
Colombo 0*f, ■ • • ! ■

27.0^.1977



A N N E X E
BOOK ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME - 1976

(1 ) Ke g a l l e, DISTRICT

(a) SCHOOL LIBRARIES
tame of the Library Electorate

K/Balika M#V# Kegalle# Kegalle#
K/Circuit Central Library Segalle

(Additional)
Kegalle#

3. K/Tholangarauwa M#M#V# Dedigaraa#
h. K/Pindeniya M.V* Atala Galigamuwa#
■% K/Kalyani M#V. Kitulgala Yatiyantota#
«, K/Maurapada M#V. Mawanella#
7. K/Rajasinghe M.M.V. Ruwanwella#
8, K/Sirisamnn M.V# Dehiowita#
9* K/Dippitiya Muslim M#V# Aranayake# Aranayake•

(b> PUBLIC LIBRARIES
<

1 • Public Libraryf 
Kegalle, U#C.

Kegalle#

Public Libraryt 
Warakapola, T#C#

Dedigama.

3» Public Library, 
Oteragamdolaha Pattu, V#C#

Galigarauwa*

k. Public Library, 
Yatiyantota, T.C#

Yatiyantota

5. Public Library, 
Mawanella, T#C#

Mawanella#

6* Public Library, 
Ruwanwella, T.C#

Ruwanwella#

7* Public Library, 
Deraniyagala, V#C.

Dehiowita#

8. Public Library, 
Rambukkana, T#C.

Rambukkana#



(1V) MONARAGALA DISTRICT
(a) SCHOOL LIBRARIES~ • • 11 » • ■ • •...

Name of the Library Electorate

1 . Bibila M.V, Bibila.
2 . Mahanama M.V. ' Monaragala,
3. Dutugemunu M.V, Monaragala.

(b) PUBLIC LIBRARIES
1 . Public Library, Wellawnya, V.C, Monaragala.
2. Public Library, Bibila, T.C. Bibila.

(V) POLONNARUWA DISTRICT
(a) SCHOOL LIBRARIES
.1 . Royal ColJpg# , i. Polonnaruwa.
2. Minneriya M.V. Minneriya.
3 . Medirigiriya M.V, Minneriya.

(b) PUBLIC LIBRARIES
1 . Public Library, Hingurakgoda, T.C. Minneriya,
2. Public Library, Medapattu V.C, Polonnaruwa.

(V1 ) TRINCOMALEE DISTRICT
SCHOOL LIBRARIES

1 . Agrabodi M.V, Kantale . Trincomalee.
2* Sinhala M.V. Trincoraalee Trincoraalee,
3 . Perunthoruvigneshwara Vidyalaya Trincomalee.
b. St. Marys M.V, Trincomalee Trincomalee.



(1 1 ) BATTICALOA DISTRICT

(a) SCHOOL LIBRARIES /

Name of the Library Electorate

1 . B/Sinhala Maha Vi&yalaya Batticaloa#
2. B/Shivananda M.V. Batticaloa.
3* 'B/Vandarumoolai M.M.V. Chepkaladi ' a Batticaloa,

(b) PUBLIC LIBRARIES

n Public Library, Batticaloa.
Kattankudy, T#C.
Public Library, . Kalkuda.
Valachchanai, V.C.

3, Public Library, Padirippu*
Palugaraam, V.C. .. . . . . .

(ilt)BADULLA DISTRICT
•• . .* . * •»

(a) SCHOOL LIBRARIES
of the Library Electorate

1 . B/Bandarawela M.V. Bandarawela. Bandarawela.
2, B/Badulla M.V. Badulla.'

•

Badulla,
3. B/tyahiyanganaya M.V, Mahiyanganaya Mahiyanganaya•

B/Passara M.M.V. Passara Passara. ,
5. B/Haputale M.V, Haputale Haputale.
C. B/Dickfella M.V. • • Soranatota.
7. B/Bakmedilla M.V. Kandaketiya , .Mahiyanganaya.
8. B/Al~adan M.V, Badulla .Badulla.

00 PUBLIC LIBRARIES
1 . Public Library, Badulla, M.C. Badulla.
2. Public Library, Bandarawela, U.C. Bandarawela.
3i Public Library, Haputale, U.C. Haputale,

Public Library, Passara, T.C. Passara.
5. Public Library, Welimada, T.C,< Welimada.
6# Public Library, Haliela, T.C. Soranatota,
7.

• Public Library, Uva-Paranagaraa, V.C. Uva-Paranagama
8 • * Public Library, Mahiyanganaya, V.C. Mahiyanganaya.
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