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NOTE

In  June 1967 and J u ly  1968 th e  f i r s t  two 'C onferences on 
th e  a c q u is i t io n  of l i b r a r y  m a te r ia ls  from  A s ia ' were h e ld  a t  th e  
School of O r ie n ta l  and A fr ic a n  S tu d ie s .  These proved so u s e f u l  to  
l i b r a r i a n s  and l i b r a r y  u s e r s  a l ik e  t h a t  i t  was f e l t  d e s i r a b le  th a t  
a  t h i r d  C onference shou ld  be h e ld  t o  c o n tin u e  th e  work so w e ll  
begun, to  c o n s id e r  any new developm ents i n  th e  o r i e n t a l  and l i b r a r y  
f i e l d ,  and to  r e c e iv e  r e p o r t s  from  th e  v a r io u s  L ib ra ry  Groups whieh 
had been e s ta b l i s h e d  as a  r e s u l t  of r e s o lu t io n s  a t  th e  f i r s t  
C onference. The o rg a n is a t io n  o f t h i s  t h i r d  C onference was 
un d ertak en  by th e  SCONUL Sub-Committee o f O r ie n ta l i s t  L ib r a r ie s  
and i t  to o k  p la c e  a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum on 11 J u ly  1969*

The p re s e n t  p u b l ic a t io n  c o n ta in s  th e  t e x t  o f th e  r e p o r ts  
su b m itted  by each  o f th e  L ib ra ry  G roups, which were c i r c u la te d  in  
advance and th e r e f o r e  o n ly  b r i e f l y  in tro d u c e d  a t  th e  C onference, 
and summarises th e  d is c u s s io n  on them . In  a d d i t io n  i t  c o n ta in s  
r e p o r ts  o f a t a l k  by D r. C. R. Bawden on 'A P ro p o sa l f o r  th e  
fo rm a tio n  of a  C e n tra l A sia  L ib ra ry  Group' and o f a  t a l k  by 
Mrf J .  D. P ea rso n  on 'I n te rn a t io n a l ,  c o -o p e ra tio n  among o r i e n t a l i s t  
l i b r a r i e s '•

The Sub-Committee re c o rd s  i t s  g r a t i tu d e  to  th e  sp eak ers  a t  
th e  C onference, th e  com p ile rs  o f th e  Group R ep o rts  and th e  
r e p o r te r s  o f th e  d is c u s s io n s  on each  s e s s io n .

E ile e n  M. Dimes 
S e c re ta ry ,

SCONUL Sub-Committee o f 
O r ie n ta l i s t  L ib r a r ie s



Conference on L ib ra ry  P ro v is io n  f o r  A sian  S tu d ie s
L ectu re  T h e a tre . B r i t i s h  Museum. F rid a y , 11 J u ly  1969

PROGRAMME

11. 15-  F i r s t  se ss io n *  Chairman: Mr* J .  D. P earson
12.45 R eport on th e  Middle E a s t L ib ra ry  Group by D r. D. Hop wood 

R eport bn tile  South A sia  L ib ra ry  Group by Mr. S . C. S u tto n  
R eport on th e  S ou th -E ast A sia  L ib ra ry  Group by Miss B. Moon

LUNCH

2 .1 5 -  Second s e s s io n .  Chairmans D r. M, A, N. Loewe
3 .3 0

R eport on th e  China L ib ra ry  Group by Mr. W. B rugger 
R eport on th e  Japan  L ib ra ry  Group by P ro fe s so r  G. Bownas 
P ro p o sa l f o r  th e  fo rm atio n  o f a C e n tra l A sia  L ib ra ry  Group 

w ith  an in t ro d u c to ry  t a l k  by D r. C. R. Bawden

TEA

3 .4 5 “ T h ird  s e s s io n .  Chairman: Mr. K, B. Gardner
5 .0

T alk  by Mr. J .  D. P earson  on 'I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o -o p e ra tio n  
among o r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r i e s '  fo llo w ed  by a d is c u s s io n
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REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON 11 JULY
Mr* K* B* G ardner, Keeper o f O r ie n ta l  P r in te d  Books and M anuscrip ts 

a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum, welcomed th e  Conference on b e h a lf  of th e  B r i t i s h  
Museum and spoke b r i e f l y  o f th e  achievem ents o f th e  two p rev io u s  
c o n fe ren ces . I t  was c le a r  th a t  an o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  and 
u n iv e r s i ty  te a c h e rs  to  meet and d is c u s s  common problem s was much 
a p p re c ia te d  and d eserved  t o  be ex tended i n  th e  f u t u r e .  The D ainton 
R eport had l a id  g re a t  emphasis on th e  im portance o f c o -o p e ra tio n  among 
l i b r a r i e s  w hile c r i t i c i s i n g  l i b r a r i e s  i n  th e  h u m an ities  f o r  t h e i r  
shortcom ings i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  and i t  was th e re fo re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a lu a b le  
th a t  th e  Conference sh o u ld  make more w id e ly  known th e  e x te n t of e x i s t in g  
c o -o p e ra tio n  among o r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  and th e  developm ents p lanned  
f o r  th e  f u tu r e .

FIRST SESSION. CHAIRMAN: MR. J .  D., PEARSON
1) REPORT BY DR> D. H0FW00D ON THE MIDDLE EASTERN LIBRARIES 

COMMITTEE
(a )  The Committee has h e ld  two f u r th e r  m eetings s in c e  th e  l a s t  SOAS 

conference  i n  Ju ly  1968 a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t ie s  of Leeds and
S t .  Andrews. I t s  membership has rem ained  th e  same; nam ely, 
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  SOAS, th e  U n iv e rs i t ie s  of Cambridge,
Oxford, Durham, Leeds, M anchester, E dinburgh and S t .  Andrews. 
Emphasis has a g a in  been l a i d  on th e  c lo se  c o -o p e ra tio n  between 
te a c h e rs  and l i b r a r i a n s  and u s u a l ly  b o th  have a tte n d e d  from  
each u n iv e r s i ty .  An easy  atm osphere of in fo rm a l c o -o p e ra tio n  
has  now developed which has made s ig n ig ic a n t  p ro g re s s  p o s s ib le .  
Much of t h i s  has stemmed from  a  c lo s e  community of i n t e r e s t s .  
A part from  o b v io u sly  ta n g ib le  r e s u l t s ,  more in ta n g ib le  b e n e f i t s  
have come from  th e  r e g u la r  m eeting o f  th o se  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  
th e  development of Middle E a s te rn  s tu d ie s  i n  th e  U nited Kingdom, 
m eetings which had no t ta k e n  p la c e  u n t i l  th e  fo rm atio n  o f th e  
Committee. An a d d i t io n a l  and p le a s a n t  bonus h as  proved to  be 
th e  v i s i t s  t o  member u n i v e r s i t i e s .

(b )  The Committee has ag a in  ta k e n  as i t s  f i e l d  o f re fe re n c e  th e  
modern Middle E ast -  a l l  Arab c o u n tr ie s ,  and Turkey, P e r s ia ,  
M alta  and A fg h a n is ta n . The 1968 C onference su g g ested  th a t  
I s r a e l  should  a lso  be in c lu d e d  and t h i s  has now been ag reed .
I t  was su g g es ted , how ever, t h a t  a  s e p a ra te  Committee o f th o se  
in t e r e s t e d  i n  C e n tra l  A sia  co u ld  w e ll  be form ed.

(c )  A ll  o f  th e  p r o je c ts  m entioned l a s t  y e a r  have co n tin u ed  to  r ip e n  
and i n  some cases  have bo rne  f r u i t .  In fo rm a tio n  on a l l  
developm ents i s  fe d  back to  th e  s e c r e ta ry  who produces union 
l i s t s .
( i )  E f f o r t s  a re  being  made to  o b ta in  government and o th e r

o f f i c i a l  and s e m i- o f f ic ia l  m a te r ia l  on th e  b a s is  of a re a  
s p e c i a l i s a t io n .  L i s t s  o f such m a te r ia l  have been 
c i r c u la te d  and a lthough  much rem ains to  be done, i t  i s  
c le a r  t h a t  g r e a te r  coverage has a lre a d y  been ach iev ed .
Of co u rse , even w ith in  th e  Middle E as t i t s e l f ,  some 
c o u n tr ie s  p re s e n t  g re a te r  problem s th a n  o th e r s .
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( i i )  Newspapers
There a re  some f o r ty  c u r re n t  s u b s c r ip t io n s  from  members of 
th e  Committee, which i s  50$ in c re a s e  over th e  l a s t  two 
years* Runs o f bach: numbers on m icro film  a re  b e ing  
purchased  i n  c o n s u l ta t io n .  Twelve such f i lm s  have been 
purchased and s e v e ra l  more a re  under c o n s id e ra tio n *

( i i i )  P e r io d ic a ls
These p re s e n t  a g re a te r  problem  n u m erica lly  and no d e c is io n  
has y e t been reached  on new su b sc r ip tio n s*  S e v e ra l s e t s  of 
back numbers have been bough t, however, and th e s e  a re  
announced a t  m eetings. The r i s k  of d u p l ic a t io n  i s  l e s s  
h e re  as com plete s e t s  a re  o f te n  r a r e  o r unique*

( iv )  Index Is lam icu s
C o -opera tive  work i s  p ro ceed in g  on t h i s  p r o j e c t .

(v )  Index A rab icus
Again much p ro g re ss  has been made on t h i s  in d ex  o f A rab ic  
p e r io d ic a l  a r t i c l e s .  The sh ee r volume o f th e  m a te r ia l  and 
a la c k  of f in a n c e  h in d e r  g r e a te r  p ro g re s s .  However, h e lp  
i s  being  g iven  in  C a iro , London, Cambridge and Oxford and 
by p ru n in g  th e  number o f p e r io d ic a ls  to  be indexed  we hope 
to  com plete th e  p r o je c t  i n  th e  not to o  d i s t a n t  f u tu r e .

(d ) The a p p l ic a t io n  to  th e  U.G-.C. f o r  funds to  f in a n c e  some of th e  
c o -o p e ra tiv e  schemes has been made. A lthough money i s  not 
im m ediately  a v a i la b le ,  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  would be reg a rd ed  
fav o u rab ly  i f  f u r th e r  money were to  become a v a i la b le  tow ards th e  
end of th e  p re s e n t  quinquennium . In d iv id u a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  have 
made c e r t a in  money a v a i la b le  s p e c i f i c a l ly  t o  be used  i n  
o o -o p e ra tiv e  schem es. Such money i s  on ly  t o  be spen t by th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  concerned , bu t can be used to  pu rchase  m a te r ia l  
which i s  a v a i la b le  on lo a n  to  o th e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

(e )  The two l a s t  m eetings o f th e  Committee have been enhanced by 
th e  p resence  o f .o u ts id e  g u e s ts .  Mr. K h a lil  H elou, a  v i s i t i n g  
American l i b r a r i a n ,  has spoken on th e  problem s and achievem ents 
o f American l i b r a r i e s  i n  th e  Middle E a s te rn  f i e l d  and out minds 
have boggled to  h ear o f t h e i r  b u d g e ts . D r. Mahmud S h e n i t i ,  
E gyp tian  U nder-S ecre ta ry  f o r  L ib r a r ie s  and A rch iv es , has spoken 
o f re c e n t  developm ents i n  th e  E g yp tian  l i b r a r y  w orld  and has 
prom ised h e lp  i n  o b ta in in g  E gyp tian  o f f i c i a l  m a te r ia l .

( f )  I t  i s  proposed to  ho ld  a two day co n fe ren ce  d u rin g  th e  
Christm as v a c a tio n  under th e  au sp ices  o f th e  Committee to  
co n sid er th e  problem s encoun tered  i n  th e  s e t t i n g  up and ru n n in g  of a  l i b r a r y  f o r  Is la m ic  s tu d ie s .
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Summary o f D iscu ssio n

In  th e  absence o f Dr* Hopwood th e  R eport was in tro d u c e d  by 
Mr* R. B id w e ll. He em phasised t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f 
o b ta in in g  m a te r ia l  from  some c o u n tr ie s  i n  th e  Middle E ast th e  system  
by which each c e n tre  i n  th e  Group c o n c e n tra te d  on o b ta in in g  m a te r ia l  
from  a  d i f f e r e n t  a re a  was w orking w e ll .  I t  had been ag reed  th a t  th e  
Group shou ld  ex tend  i t s  term s of re fe re n c e  t o  cover I s r a e l  and a 
Sub-Committee, w ith  members from  M anchester, Leeds and Durham had been 
form ed to  co n sid e r how t h i s  cou ld  b e s t  be pu t in to  p r a c t i c e .
Mr. B idw ell gave f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  o f th e  C onference which t h e  Group 
p lanned  to  ho ld  d u rin g  th e  C hristm as v a c a tio n  on th e  problem s encoun tered  
i n  s e t t i n g  up a  new l i b r a r y  f o r  A rabic or Is la m ic  s tu d ie s .  L i s t s  of 
e s s e n t i a l  books would be p re p a re d ; f o r  in s ta n c e ,  kO books would be 
chosen which every  l i b r a r y  must have , th e n  an o th e r 100 su g g ested  which 
would be very  u s e f u l ,  and in fo rm a tio n  g iven  on b ib l io g ra p h ie s  which 
would enab le  a f u r th e r  s e le c t io n  t o  be made. The com pile rs  would g ive 
re a so n s  f o r  t h e i r  cho ice  to  th e  co n fe re n c e . In fo rm a tio n  would a ls o  be 
g iv en  on m icro film s and th e s e s .

In  answer to  a  q u e s tio n  Mr. B id w e ll s a id  th e  Group would co n tin u e  
f o r  th e  p re s e n t  t o  l im i t  i t s  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  modern p e r io d ,  i . e .  from  
1898 onwards.

Mr. P ea rso n  announced th a t  D r. S* Mahmud e l - S h e n i t i ,  U n d er-S ecre ta ry  
o f S ta te  a t  th e  M in is try  o f C u ltu re  i n  th e  U.A.R. hoped s h o r t ly  to  
i n v i t e  members o f th e  Group to  a  B ib lio g ra p h ic  C onference i n  C airo , w ith  
expenses i n  th e  U.A.R. p a id ,  to  c e le b ra te  th e  opening of th e  N a tio n a l 
L ib ra ry  o f th e  U.A.R.

2) REPORT BY MR. S . C. SUTTON ON THE SOUTH ASIA LIBRARY GROUP
I .  The South A sia  L ib ra ry  Group (SALG) c o n s is t s  o f B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s  w ith  
some degree o f s p e c ia l i s a t io n  i n  South A sian  s tu d ie s .  South A sia  i n  t h i s  
sense  co v ers  Ceylon, I n d ia ,  N epal, P a k is ta n ,  and T ib e t .  (A fg h an is tan  f a l l s  
w ith in  th e  sph ere  o f th e  M iddle E ast L ib r a r ie s  G roup.) The aims of th e  
Group a re  to  b r in g  to g e th e r  l i b r a r i a n s  and o th e rs  concerned i n  th e  
a q u is i t io n  and use of p r in te d  books and o th e r  form s of docum entation  i n  
South A sian  s tu d ie s ;  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  needs of s tu d y  and 
re s e a rc h ;  to  com pile l i s t s  and union  c a ta lo g u e s ;  and, i f  i t  shou ld  seem 
d e s i r a b le ,  t o  c o -o p e ra te  i n  a c q u is i t io n  p o l i c i e s .
I I .  SALG com prises th e  fo llo w in g  l i b r a r i e s : -

B od leian
B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry  of P o l i t i c a l  and Economic S cience  (L .S .E .)
B r i t i s h  Museum
Cambridge U n iv e rs i ty  L ib ra ry
C en tre  of South A sian  S tu d ie s ,  Cambridge
Durham U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry
F a c u lty  of O r ie n ta l  S tu d ie s , Cambridge
In d ia  House L ib ra ry
In d ia  O ffice  L ib ra ry
I n s t i t u t e  of Commonwealth S tu d ie s ,  London
N a tio n a l Lending L ib ra ry  f o r  S cience and Technology
R oyal Commonwealth S o c ie ty
Sehool of O r ie n ta l  and A fr ic a n  S tu d ie s
Sussex  U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry
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The Chairman i s  Mr, S . C. S u tto n  and th e  S e c re ta ry  Miss 0 , M. L loyd, b o th  
o f th e  In d ia  O ffice  L ib ra ry , They h o ld  o f f ic e  u n t i l  th e  end o f th e  1969-
70 academic s e s s io n ,
I I I .  Four m eetings have been h e ld ! a t  th e  In d ia  O ffice  L ib ra ry , Sussex 
U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry , and Cambridge i n  1968, and a t  Durham U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  
i n  March 1969, In  f u tu r e  th e  Group t r i l l  meet tw ice  a  y e a r ;  th e  nex t 
m eeting w i l l  be h e ld  i n  O ctober a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum,
IV, SALG i s  c o -o p e ra tin g  i n  th re e  p r o j e c t s ; -

1 • The improvement o f B r i t i s h h o ld ings o f P a k is ta n  o f f i c i a l  
p u b lic a t io n s

(a )  A su rvey  by a SALG Working P a r ty  has shown t h a t  about tw o- 
t h i r d s  of th e  C e n tra l Government p u b l ic a t io n s  a re  h e ld  i n  one 
or o th e r  o f th e  l i b r a r i e s  of th e  Group, but on ly  about one- 
t e n th  of th e  p u b l ic a t io n s  o f E as t P a k is ta n  and of West P a k is ta n , 
A l i s t  o f th e  p u b lic a t io n s  no t to  be found  i n  any SALG l i b r a r y  
i s  be ing  com piled , and an e f f o r t  w i l l  be made t o  p re c u re  
c o p ie s , p erhaps on m ic ro film .

(b ) D uring a  v i s i t  to  P a k is ta n  a t  th e  end o f 1968 th e  Chairman 
r a is e d  w ith  t h e ’ P a k is ta n  Government th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
im proving th e  supp ly  o f P a k is ta n  o f f i c i a l  p u b l ic a t io n s  t o  t h i s  
coun try  ( i )  by a rra n g in g  r e l i a b l e  chann els  of su p p ly , ( i i )  by 
th e  m onthly is s u e  o f  com plete l i s t s ,  cum ulated each q u a r te r  o r 
each y e a r , o f a l l  o f f i c i a l  p u b l ic a t io n s .  In  subsequen t 
correspondence th e  P a k is ta n  Government have s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  
a re  s e t t i n g  up a  netw ork o f  bookshops i n  P a k is ta n  f o r  th e  s a le  
o f Government p u b l ic a t io n s ,  and w i l l  open b ran ch es  abroad i f  
th e  p ro sp e c ts  a re  encou rag ing . They have a lre a d y  opened such 
bookshops i n  R aw alp ind i, Dacca, and K arach i. They a re  a ls o  
exam ining th e  broad q u e s tio n  o f e n te r in g  in to  agreem ents w ith  
fo re ig n  governm ents f o r  th e  exchange o f  o f f i c i a l  p u b l ic a t io n s ;  
and th e y  a re  look ing  in to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f p ro d u c in g  a  
m onthly ca ta lo g u e  o f  t h e i r  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  w ith  q u a r te r ly  o r annual cum u la tio n s.

2 * The improvement o f th e  B r i t i s h  coverage o f  c u r re n t  South A sian  
newspapers.

( a )  The Group co n sid e r t h a t  e x i s t in g  B r i t i s h  coverage of South 
A sian  new spapers, e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  i n  th e  lang u ag es of South 
A s ia , i s  so in ad eq u a te  as t o  handipap B r i t i s h  r e s e a r c h  i n  
r e g io n a l  s tu d ie s  i f  n o t q u ick ly  im proved. The School of 
O r ie n ta l  and A fr ic a n  S tu d ie s  have now dec id ed  t o  su b sc r ib e  to  
e ig h t  v e rn a c u la r  new spapers on m ic ro film , and th e  In d ia  O ffice  
L ib ra ry  to  a  f u r th e r  s ix  v e rn a c u la r  new spapers, a ls o  on m icro
f i l m ,  Both L ib ra r ie s  w i l l  len d  m icro film s to  o th e r  l i b r a r i e s  as re q u ire d .

(b ) The In d ia  O ffice  L ib ra ry  i s  m a in ta in in g  a  c e n t r a l  re c o rd  o f 
c u rre n t new spapers su b sc r ib e d  to  (w hether i n  o r ig in a l  o r on m icro film ) by l i b r a r i e s  o f th e  Group.

(c )  A union l i s t  o f SALG newspaper h o ld in g s , in c lu d in g  back i s s u e s ,  i s  being  p re p a re d .
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3 . A un ion  ca ta lo g u e  o f s e r i a l s
SALG l i b r a r i e s  a re  com piling  a  un ion  ca ta lo g u e  of t h e i r  c u rre n t 

a c q u is i t io n s  of s e r i a l s  from  South A sia  i n  a l l  languages (e x c lu d in g , i n  
g e n e ra l ,  o f f i c i a l  s e r i a l s ) *  The c a ta lo g u e , now n e g r ly  com ple te , i s  b e ing  
com piled a t  SOAS. I t  i s  p roposed  t o  use  th e  c a ta lo g u e  as a  means o f 
ex tend ing  B r i t i s h  coverage o f <South A sian  s e r i a l s ,  and i t  i s  hoped to  
p r i n t  i t  i n  due c o u rse .
V* O ther p ro je c ts

1 A B ib lio g rap h y  of
Dr* G* E* M arrison  o f th e  B r i t i s h  Museum i s  p re p a rin g  a  B ib lio g rap h y  

of B ib lio g ra p h ie s  f o r  South A sia . The Group r a i l  c o n s id e r  l a t e r  w hether 
t h i s  can i n  some way become a  c o -o p e ra tiv e  p r o je c t  w ith in  th e  Group*

2 , Union c a ta lo g u e s  o f  m anuscrip ts  i n  South A sian  languages
The Group a re  c o n s id e rin g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f p re p a rin g  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  

un ion  c a ta lo g u e s  o f m anuscripts i n  p a r t i c u l a r  languages h e ld  i n  B r i t i s h  
l i b r a r i e s  on th e  model of Blumhardt and M acKenziefs C atalogue of P ash to  
M anuscrip ts i n  th e  L ib ra r ie s  o f th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  which th e  B r i t i s h  Museum 
and th e  I n d ia  O ffice  L ib ra ry  p u b lish e d  j o i n t l y  i n  1963.
V Ii The a c q u is i t io n  o f p r in te d  books from  In d ia

1* The Group i s  concerned a t  th e  g re a t  d i s p a r i t y  betw een th e  in ta k e  
of c u rre n t In d ia n  p u b lic a t io n s  by N orth  Am erican l i b r a r i e s  and by B r i t i s h  
l ib r a r i e s *  In  b r i e f ,  tw en ty  American l i b r a r i e s  a re  a c q u ir in g  th e  e n t i r e  
w orthw hile r e s e a rc h  o u tp u t o f th e  In d ia n  p re s s e s  (about 8 ,000  t i t l e s  a 
y e a r ,  out o f some 18,000 t i t l e s ) ;  and th e  C anadians have l a t e l y  s e t  up a 
p a r a l l e l  scheme, th e  S h a s tr i  Indo-C anadian  I n s t i t u t e ,  of which one purpose 
i s  to  supply the same cho ice  o f p r in te d  m a te r ia l  t o  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of 
T oronto , and a  s e le c t io n  o f i t  t o  th r e e  o th e r  l i b r a r i e s .  B oth th e  American 
and th e  C anadian schemes a re  l a r g e ly  f in a n c e d  from  c o u n te rp a r t  rupee funds 
which t h e i r  Governments have accum ulated i n  In d ia*  No such funds a re  
a v a ila b le  to  t h i s  c o u n try , and th e  in ta k e  o f B r i t i s h  r e s e a rc h  l i b r a r i e s  i s  
on a  very  much sm a lle r  s c a le .  I t  i s  c e r t a in  t h a t  i f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  not 
soon rem ed ied , our b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  must b e fo re  lo n g  b eg in  to  
handicap B r i t i s h  re s e a rc h  i n  b o th  c l a s s i c a l  Indo logy  and modern South 
A sian  s tu d ie s .

2 . The Group have co n sid e red  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f e s ta b l i s h in g  a  B r i t i s h  
buy ing  o f f ic e  i n  D e lh i.  Only th e  I0L and SOAS, how ever, a re  s a t i s f i e d  
t h a t  th e  f a i r l y  heavy c o s t o f a l o c a l  B r i t i s h  o f f ic e  would be j u s t i f i e d ,  
o th e r  SAI/3- l i b r a r i e s  c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  th e  advan tages to  them would be to o  
m arg in a l.

3 . R ecen tly  an a l t e r n a t iv e  su g g e s tio n  h as  been c o n s id e re d , namely 
th a t  B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s  m ight o rd e r th e  same s e le c t io n  o f books d i r e c t  from  
th e  d e a le r s  who a re  su p p ly in g  th e  Americans and th e  C anadians, and make use 
o f th e  l i s t s  and c a ta lo g u e  card s which th e  L ib ra ry  o f Congress su p p ly . In  
t h i s  way th e y  would g e t th e  main advantage of bu lk  o rd e r s ,  i * e .  c e r t a in ty  
of supp ly  (an  im p o rtan t c o n s id e ra tio n  i n  In d ia ) ;  and s in c e  most o f th e  
b o o k s e lle rs  i n  th e  American scheme s p e c ia l i s e  i n  su p p ly in g  books i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  languages, any B r i t i s h  l i b r a r y  cou ld  i f  i t  w ished decide  to  buy
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th e  American-Canadian in ta k e  in  some languages bu t no t i n  o th e r s .  The on ly  
co s t of t h i s  scheme would be th e  c o s t of th e  books and f r e i g h t ;  bu t to  
ensure su ccess  i t  might prove n ecessa ry  t o  open a sm all o f f ic e  s t a f f e d  by 
one or two peop le  lo c a l ly  r e c r u i te d  i n  D elhi# I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  
Canadians would agree  t o  th e  use o f t h e i r  o f f ic e  f o r  th i s  purpose#

4 . As a  p re lim in a ry  to  in v e s t ig a t in g  t h i s  new su g g e s tio n  th e  IOL i s  
a rran g in g  f o r  a s t a t i s t i c a l  su rvey  o f th e  SALG in ta k e  o f In d ia n  p u b lic a t io n s  
i n  re c e n t y e a r s ,  c l a s s i f i e d  by language# I t  i s  th e n  p roposed  to  seek  th e  
support o f heads of South A sian departm en ts a t  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  an 
approach to  Government f o r  fu n d s .
Summary of D iscu ssio n

Mr* S u tto n  em phasised some o f th e . p r a c t i c a l  achievem ents o f th e  Group; 
f o r  in s ta n c e ,  th e  P a k is ta n  Government which has now opened bookshops i n  
P a k is ta n  f o r  th e  s a le  of government p u b lic a t io n s  i s  c o n s id e r in g  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f p roducing  r e g u la r  c a ta lo g u e s  o f th ese#  The B r i t i s h  coverage 
o f c u rre n t South A sian new spapers had a ls o  been improved# Mr. S u tto n  
s t r e s s e d  th e  need f o r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f more un ion  c a ta lo g u e s  of m an u scrip ts  
i n  v a rio u s  languages# He su g g ested  th a t  u s e f u l  l i s t s  cou ld  be p rep a red  
w itho u t th e  use of A sian  s c r ip t s  and w ithou t g iv in g  such d e ta i l e d  * . 
in fo rm a tio n  as was custom ary i n  19th  ce n tu ry  ca ta lo g u es#  The p u rch ase  of 
books from  In d ia  was a ls o  co n s id e red ; economies might be made by p u rc h a s in g  
cop ies o f th e  books s e le c te d  f o r  supp ly  to  th e  l i b r a r i e s  o f t h 6 USA and 
Canada and by u s in g  th e  l ib r a r y  o f Congress c a rd s  which cou ld  be d e l iv e re d  
w ith  th e  books# The c o s t of th e s e  books would be about £8,000 a  y e a r .
The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Germany o r A u s t r a l ia  might be in t e r e s t e d  i n  jo in in g  
i n  t h i s  p r o je c t  was a ls o  suggested*

3) REPORT BY MISS B, E , MOON ON THE SOUTH-EAST ASIA LIBRARY GROUP
When a  r e p o r t  was g iv en  on th e  S ou th -E ast A sia  L ib ra ry  Group l a s t  y e a r  

a t  th e  C onference on th e  A c q u is it io n  o f L ib ra ry  M a te r ia ls  from  A sia , th e  
Group was on ly  th re e  months o ld . I t  i s  now w e ll  e s ta b l i s h e d ,  and has h e ld  
two m eetings du ring  th e  p a s t  y ea r -  a t  S .O .A .S . i n  September 1968 and a t  
H u ll i n  March 1969# In  a d d i t io n  i t  was p o s s ib le  f o r  some members o f th e  
Group to  meet a t  S.O • xi.« S. i n  Jan u ary  1969 to  h e a r  P ro fe s s o r  Van N ie l  o f th e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f Hawaii speak about th e  S o u th -E ast A sia  M icroform  P r o je c t ,  a 
c o -o p e ra tiv e  scheme f o r  f i lm in g  S ou th -E ast A sian  books and a rc h iv e s .

Membership o f th e  Group has in c re a s e d . The f iv e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
m entioned i n  th e  l a s t  r e p o r t  have been jo in e d  by th e  B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry  o f 
P o l i t i c a l  and Economic S tu d ie s , th e  In d ia  O ffice  L ib ra ry , th e  U n iv e rs ity  of 
K ent, th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f Commonwealth S tu d ie s  (U n iv e rs i ty  of London), th e  
C entre de Docum entation e t  de R ocherches s u r  I 'A s ie  du S u d -e s t e t  l e  Monde 
In d on esien  ( P a r i s ) ,  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of L eiden L ib ra ry , th e  A b te ilu n g  
T h ailand  Burma In d o ch in a  of th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f Hamburg, th e  Departm ent of 
C u ltu ra l  A nthropology and Geography of th e  F ree  U n iv e rs i ty  o f Amsterdam, 
and th e  East-W est C en ter L ib ra ry  (U n iv e rs ity  o f H aw aii)#

The problem  of a c q u is i t io n  o f l i b r a r y  m a te r ia ls  from  S ou th -E ast Asia- 
con tinued  to  be one o f th e  G roup 's main concerns* The p r a c t i c e  whereby 
s t a f f  v i s i t i n g  th e  re g io n  w i l l  buy books on b e h a lf  o f o th e r  l i b r a r i e s  has 
been g en erously  e s ta b l is h e d  by S .O .A .S . i n  o f fe r in g  Mr# L odge 's s e rv ic e s  i n  
t h i s  way d u rin g  h is  book-buying m issio n  to  th e  Far E a s t .
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The Group conducted a  su rvey  o f l i b r a r y  re so u rc e s  f o r  S ou th -E ast A sian 
s tu d ie s ,  covering  member l i b r a r i e s  and o th e rs  knovai to  be i n t e r e s t e d ,  i n  
Europe, Am erica, A u s t ra l ia  and S outh-E ast A s ia . The r e s u l t s ,  though some
what haphazard  and very  in co m p le te , were is s u e d  as a lo o s e - le a f  b o o k le t.
I t  i s  in ten d e d  to  m a in ta in  t h i s  w ith  r e g u la r  sh e e ts  o f a d d i t io n s  and 
amendments. T h ir ty  th r e e  l i b r a r i e s  a re  in c lu d e d  a t  p r e s e n t .

The Group has a lso  produced a  N ew sle tte r  which appears tw ice  y e a r ly  and 
h e lp s  to  b rid g e  th e  gap betw een m ee tin g s . This i s  now c i r c u la te d  t o  about 
a  hundred l i b r a r i a n s  and s c h o la rs  i n  e lev en  c o u n tr ie s .

The main ta s k  b e fo re  th e  Group a t  p re s e n t  i s  th e  co m p ila tio n  of a 
union l i s t  of p e r io d ic a ls  on S ou th -E ast A sia  i n  B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s .  At th e  
m eeting on 19th  March 1969 th e  g e n e ra l scope and arrangem ent of th is -w e re  
ag reed . I t  i s  hoped t h a t  funds can be found f o r  th e  s e rv ic e s  o f a 
tem porary  re s e a rc h  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  th i s  p r o j e c t ,  but as i n  a l l  such under
ta k in g s  th e  good w i l l  o f in d iv id u a l  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  be e s s e n t i a l  f o r  th e  
success o f th e  l i s t ,  and th e  Group would most warmly a p p re c ia te  any he lp  
th a t  can be g iv en .

F u rth e r  in fo rm a tio n  about th e  S ou th -E ast A sia  L ib ra ry  Group i s  
a v a i la b le  from  th e  S e c re ta ry  (B renda E . Moon, th e  Brynmor Jone3 L ib ra ry ,
The U n iv e rs ity  o f  H u l l ) .
Summary of D iscu ss io n

M iss Moon spoke of th e  expansion  o f th e  Group and o f th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  
membership in c lu d ed  many overseas i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The G roup 's n e w s le t te r ,  
is s u e d  tw ice  a  y e a r ,  was now c i r c u la te d  to  about a  hundred l i b r a r i a n s  and 
s c h o la rs  i n  e lev en  c o u n tr ie s .  The G roup 's lo o s e - le a f  b o o k le t su rvey ing  
l i b r a r y  re so u rc e s  f o r  S ou th -E ast A sian  s tu d ie s  v/as a lre a d y  i n  need of 
r e v is io n .

Miss Moon re p o r te d  t h a t  v/ork on th e  un ion  l i s t  o f p e r io d ic a l s  on S ou th - 
E ast A sia  i n  B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s  was b e ing  hampered by la c k  o f fu n d s . I t  was 
suggested  t h a t  a  re q u e s t  f o r  funds f o r  such a purpose cou ld  most 
a p p ro p r ia te ly  be made by a u n iv e r s i ty  and th e  Conference was rem inded th a t  
th e  B r i t i s h  A sso c ia tio n  o f O r i e n t a l i s t s  had proposed th a t  an  a s s o c ia t io n  of 
nominees from  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and l i b r a r y  com m ittees shou ld  be form ed, which 
could  approach fo u n d a tio n s  f o r  funds on b e h a lf  of a l l  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i t  
r e p re s e n te d .

Miss Moon thanked  SOAS f o r  making a v a i la b le  th e  s e rv ic e s  of 
Mr. A. Lodge d u rin g  h is  r e c e n t  book-buying to u r  of S ou th -E ast A s ia .
Mr. Lodge a f te rw a rd s  gave an .account o f h i s  t o u r ,  d u rin g  which he had 
purchased  books on b e h a lf  o f SOAS, LSE and H u ll,  and answered q u e s tio n s  on 
m a tte rs  o f d e t a i l .  He spoke o f th e  im portance of v i s i t i n g  sm all towns as 
w e ll  as c a p i t a l  c i t i e s ;  o f te n  more cou ld  be done by p e rso n a l c o n ta c ts  th a n  
by working though o f f i c i a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  He a ls o  spoke of th e  m utual 
b e n e f i t  of exchange agreem ents w ith  l i b r a r i e s  i n  S outh-E ast A s ia . I t  was 
r e p o r te d  th a t  th e  K o n in k lijk  I n s t i tU u t  voor T a a l-  Land- en Volkenkunde of 
Leiden had an o f f ic e  i n  D ja k a r ta  and was about t o  s e t  up a  book-buying 
c e n tre  th e r e .  No B r i t i s h  c e n tre  had y e t been e s ta b l i s h e d .  A u s tra l ia n  
l i b r a r i e s  would a lso  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  such a p r o j e c t .  I t  was su g g ested  
t h a t  i t  would be u s e fu l  to  know more o f th e  p r e c is e  needs o f re s e a rc h  
w orkers i n  th e  S ou th -E ast A sian  f i e l d  and how f a r  th e s e  needs a re  met a t
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p r e s e n t .  I t  was a ls o  suggested  t h a t  th e  Group shou ld  be re s p o n s ib le  f o r  
en su rin g  th a t  expensive p ro je c ts  or pu rch ases  were n o t d u p lic a te d  among 
th e  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h i s  co u n try .

R eply ing to  a  q u e s tio n  Mri G. M eredith—Owens, Hon. L ib ra r ia n  of* th e  
Royal A s ia t ic  S o c ie ty , s a id  th a t  a lthough  th e  R oyal A s ia t ic  S o c ie ty  was 
no t re p re se n te d  on any of th e  L ib ra ry  Groups, he h im se lf  r e p re s e n te d  th e  
S o c ie ty  on th e  c o -o rd in a tin g  SCONUL Sub—Committee o f O r i e n t a l i s t  L ib r a r ie s .

SECOND SESSION. CHAIRMAN: DR. M. A. N. LOEWS
1) REPORT BY MR. W. BRUGGER ON THE CHINA LIBRARY GROUP
At a m eeting  a t  th e  Contemporary China I n s t i t u t e  i n  March 19&9 "th© 

China L ib ra ry  Group was fo rm a lly  c o n s t i tu te d  w ith  P . van d e r  Loon as 
Chairman, W illiam  Brugger as S e c re ta ry  and A. Hyder as T re a s u re r .  At l e a s t  
one academic and one l i b r a r y  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  was in v i te d  from  a l l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  engaged i n  China s tu d ie s  i n  th e  U nited  Kingdom. The group 
took  th e  fo l lo v in g  d ec is io n s*
(1 ) To ex p lo re  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f convening a  sem inar on h i s t o r i c a l  and 

te c h n ic a l  a sp e c ts  o f Chinese b ib lio g ra p h y . A sub-com m ittee was 
formed f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se , and t h i s  sub-com m ittee has conducted  
p re lim in a ry  d is c u s s io n s .

(2 )  The p re p a ra tio n  o f Chinese P e r io d ic a l s  i n  B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s  Hand L is t  
No.4« The Contemporary China I n s t i t u t e  assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h i s  and made an i n i t i a l  g ra n t o f £200 f o r  th e  employment o f a  
tem porary  a s s i s t a n t  to  engage i n  r e s e a rc h  on t h i s  p r o j e c t .  The b a s io  
work i s  now com ple te , and th e  t a s k  o f  e d i t in g  t h i s  Hand L is t  i s  s h o r t l  
to  be commenced. I t  was found th a t  th e  most com prehensive Hand L is t  
to  d a te  (Hand L is t  No.1 1964) was no t o n ly  ou t o f d a te  bu t a ls o  i n 
a c c u ra te .  Hand L is t  No.4  aims a t  an eq u a l d eg ree  o f com prehensiveness 
and a  somewhat h ig h e r  degree o f a ccu racy . The B r i t i s h  Museum has 
und ertaken  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  i t s  p u b l ic a t io n .  In  th e  m eantim e, th e  
B r i t i s h  Museum w i l l  p u b lis h  Chinese P e r io d ic a ls  i n  B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s  
Hand L is t  No.3 ,  which i s  a  more up to  d a te  v e rs io n  o f th e  s e le c te d  
l i s t  (Hand L is t  No*2) com piled l a s t  y e a r .  Hand L i s t  N o.3 i s  o n ly  
conceived  of as a s to p  gap m easure pending  p u b l ic a t io n  o f Hand L i s t  
No.4* I t  does not in c lu d e  th e  s u b s ta n t i a l  a c q u is i t io n s  o f th e  School 
of O r ie n ta l  and A fric a n  S tu d ie s  and th e  Contemporary China I n s t i t u t e  
d u rin g  th e  p a s t  y e a r .  I t s  most v a lu a b le  c o n tr ib u t io n  w i l l  be th e  
p u b l ic a t io n  o f a Union l i s t  o f m ic ro film  h o ld in g s . T h is  l i s t  w i l l  be 
about one y e a r  out o f d a te ,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  w i l l  p ro v id e  th e  b a s is  
f o r  f u tu r e  more com prehensive l i s t s .

( 3 ) The Group e n tru s te d  W illiam  B rugger w ith  th e  t a s k  of com piling  a 
com prehensive r e p o r t  on th e  s t re n g th s  and w eaknesses o f Chinese 
c o l le c t io n s  i n  B r i t i s h  l ib r a r i e s *  T his r e p o r t  i s  w e ll  under way.
S ince th e  m eeting W illiam  Brugger has extended h i s  te rm s of 
re fe re n c e  to  in c lu d e  problem s of l i b r a r y  management, e t c .

( 4 ) The Group co n sid e red  th e  p ro p o sa l t h a t  a  f u l l - t im e  Chinese 
b ib i l io g ra p h e r  shou ld  be a p p o in ted , whose fu n c t io n  would be th e  
exchange of in fo rm a tio n  on l i b r a r y  h o ld in g s  between th e  v a rio u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and a  c e r ta in  amount of b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  r e s e a r c h .  A 
sub-com m ittee was appo in ted  to  in v e s t ig a te  t h i s ,  and has no t y e t m et.
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. X t- is  hoped t h a t  t h i s  sub-com m ittee w i l l  d r a f t  a c o n c re te  p ro p o sa l f o r
th e  appointm ent of t h i s  b ib l io g ra p h e r  and seek  funds from  a  n a t io n a l
so u rc e .
The main fu n c tio n  of th e  L ib ra ry  Group i s  seen  to  be t h a t  of 

f a c i l i t a t i n g  c o -o p e ra tio n  betw een v a rio u s  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  th e  p u rchase  of 
Chinese language m a te r ia l  and i n t e r - l i b r a r y  lo a n . Much o f th e  work of t h i s  
Group w i l l ,  of co u rse , be a f f e c te d  by th e  D ain ton  r e p o r t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  
re g a rd  to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f a  recom m endation f o r  l im ite d  borrow ing from  
th e  B r i t i s h  Museum. S e v e ra l c o n c re te  p ro p o sa ls  have been p u t fo rw ard  to  
th e  Group as t o  how c o -o p e ra tio n  may be e f f e c te d ,  such as th e  convening of 
te rm ly  m eetings of p e rso n n e l engaged i n  buying Chinese language m a te r ia l .  
This w i l l ,  of c o u rse , n o t app ly  to  r e p r in t s  and m icro film  c o l le c t io n s ,  and 
no t to  secondhand books* The problem  of r e g io n a l  s p e c ia l i s a t io n  has been 
d isc u sse d  by members o f th e  Group, w ith o u t any co n c lu s io n , s in c e  i t  was 
f e l t  th a t  r e g io n a l  c o n c e n tra tio n  i n  book buying  would no t be t e r r i b l y  
e f f e c t iv e  u n le ss  th e re  was s im ila r  academic r e g io n a l i s a t io n .

Members of th e  group expressed  th e  hope t h a t  i n  f u tu r e  funds w i l l  be 
made a v a i la b le  to  th e  Group f o r  p u rch ases  o f l a rg e  item s of Chinese 
language m a te r ia l .  To t h i s  end a t r e a s u r e r  was a p p o in ted .

The L ib ra ry  Group can , of c o u rse , do much to  e s t a b l i s h  mechanisms f o r  
c o -o p e ra tio n  in  book b u y in g . The e f fe c t iv e n e s s  of th e s e  mechanisms, 
however, depends upon th e  w il l in g n e s s  to  c o -o p e ra te  o f th e  v a rio u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  concerned . I n s t i t u t i o n s  do no t ag ree  as t o  what c o n s t i tu te s  
a  b a s ic  re fe re n c e  c o l le c t io n  to  be d u p lic a te d  in  a l l  c e n t r e s ,  and to  what 
e x te n t r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  ©an be sh a re d . For exam ple, some i n s t i t u t i o n s  
c o n s id e r lo c a l  h i s to r y  c o l le c t io n s  a b s o lu te ly  in d e sp e n sa b le , and a re  
p re p a re d  to  spend s e v e r a l  hundred pounds on th e s e ,  even though o th e r  
l i b r a r i e s  have done e x a c tly  th e  same. Because of th e  d i f f e r in g  n a tu re  of 
th e  r e s e a rc h  be ing  u n d ertak en  by th e  v a rio u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  agreement on 
book buying has an academic d im ension , Yjhich i t  i s  hoped th e  L ib ra ry  Group 
can r e s o lv e .  I t  i s  f e l t  by some, how ever, t h a t  u n t i l  China s tu d ie s  a re  
u n if ie d  on th e  academic p la n e  such c o -o p e ra tio n  w i l l  a t  b e s t  be only  
p a r t i a l l y  e f f e c t iv e .
Sub-Committee ap p o in ted  to  ex p lo re  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f convening a  sem inar 
on Chinese b ib lio g ra p h y .
A m eeting  of th e  com m ittee ap p o in ted  to  c o n s id e r  p la n s  f o r  a  sem inar on 
Chinese b ib lio g ra p h y  was h e ld  on 23 A p r i l  1969.
P re s e n t :  D. C, Lau, J .  L u s t, J .  P e a rso n , P . van d e r Loon.
The su g g e s tio n  f o r  a  sem inar on h i s t o r i c a l  and te c h n ic a l  a sp e c ts  o f 
Chinese b ib lio g ra p h y  was made a t  th e  m eeting  o f th e  China L ib ra ry  Group on 
7 F eb ru ary  1968 and re p e a te d  a t  th e  m eeting  of 3 March 1969, when th e  
p re s e n t  committee was s e t  up .
The com m ittee d isc u sse d  some o f th e  d e t a i l s  o f th e  p ro p o s a l.
Aims: To f u r th e r  te c h n ic a l  c o l la b o ra t io n  betw een l ib r a r i a n s  and to
improve g e n e ra l  s tan d a rd s  o f b ib lio g ra p h y  among l i b r a r i a n s  and o th e r  
s c h o la rs  i n  th e  f i e l d .

9



Programme: Three o r fo u r  d a y s ' d is c u s s io n s  on th e  h i s to r y  of book
p ro d u c tio n  i n  China, problem s o f au th o rsh ip  and te rm in o lo g y , l i b r a r y  
re so u rc e s  i n  G reat B r i t a in ,  th e  need f o r  b ib l io g ra p h ic a l  su rv e y s , th e  
a d m in is tra t io n  o f Chinese c o l le c t io n s ,  s e le c t io n  p o l ic y ,  th e  c a ta lo g u in g  
and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f Chinese books, and re fe re n c e  se rv ice*  Pour o r f iv e  
speakers to  be in v i te d  to  in tro d u c e  th e  d iscu ss io n s*
Scopes I t  was co n sid ered  d e s i r a b le  to  i n v i t e  a ls o  l i b r a r i a n s  and u n iv e r s i ty  
te a c h e rs  from  o th e r  European c o u n tr ie s*  E n q u ir ie s  would be made w ith  th e  
Japan  L ib ra ry  Group to  see w hether i t  was p o s s ib le  to  o rg an ize  th e  sem inar 
on a j o in t  b a s is*
Summary o f D iscu ss io n

In  h is  in t ro d u c to ry  t a l k  Mr* B rugger took  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f add ing  
f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  to  th e  to p ic s  m entioned i n  h is  w r i t te n  re p o r t#  One o f th e  
p r o je c ts  of th e  Group was th e  convening o f a  Seminar on t&e h i s t o r i c a l  and 
t e c h n ic a l  a sp e c ts  o f C hinese b ib lio g ra p h y , t o  which o v erseas  s in o lo g i s t s  
would be in v ite d *  A w orking group was a lre a d y  making p re p a ra t io n s  f o r  t h i s  
Sem inar. Among th e  to p ic s  to  be co n sid e red  was th e  use o f com puters i n  th e  
f i e l d  o f C hinese b ib lio g rap h y *  Another p r o je c t  was th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f Hand 
L is t  No.4  o f Chinese p e r io d ic a ls  i n  B r i t i s h  l ib r a r i e s *  I t  was hoped th a t  
i t  would be re ad y  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n  i n  th e  autumn and i t  would c o n ta in  over
3,000 t i t l e s .

The Group had asked  Mr. B rugger to  p re p a re  a  r e p o r t  on th e  s t r e n g th s  
and weaknesses o f Chinese c o l le c t io n s  i n  B r i t i s h  l i b r a r i e s ,  in c lu d in g  
problem s o f l i b r a r y  management. The main f in d in g s  i n  h i s  p re lim in a ry  
r e p o r t ,  which would be subm itted  to  th e  Group i n  November, were th e  n e g le c t  
o f contem porary Chinese m a te r ia ls  i n  most l i b r a r i e s ,  excep tio n s b e in g  th e  
B r i t i s h  Museum, SOAS and th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f L eeds, th e  w aste o f th e  
knowledge and e x p e r t is e  o f s e n io r  l i b r a r y  s t a f f ,  which might be rem ed ied  by 
th e  employment o f more ju n io r  a s s i s t a n t s  w ith  a  com petent knowledge of 
C hinese, and th e  n e g le c t o f b ib l io g ra p h ic a l  work by l i b r a r i e s ,  The 
Contemporary China I n s t i t u t e  had th e re fo re  sponsored  th e  c o m p ila tio n  o f  a 
b ib lio g ra p h y  on contem porary Chinese l i t e r a t u r e  i n  Chinese and E n g lish  
so u rces  by a member of th e  SOAS L ib ra ry  gnd, as m entioned i n  th e  w r i t te n  
r e p o r t ,  th e  China L ib ra ry  Group had s e t  up a  sub-com m ittee t o  lo o k  in to  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f .ap p o in tin g  a  f u l l - t im e  Chinese b ib l io g ra p h e r ,  whose fu n c t io n ,  
a p a r t  from  c o l le c t in g  in fo rm a tio n  on l ib r a r y  h o ld in g s  i n  th e  v a rio u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  would be to  c a r ry  on a  c e r t a in  amount of b ib l io g r a p h ic a l  
r e s e a r c h .  I t  was a ls o  sugg ested  t h a t  sm all groups shou ld  be s e t  up to  
c o n sid e r s p e c ia l  a c q u is i t io n  problem s* Mr# Brugger a lso  s t r e s s e d  th e  
im portance o f g reater l i a i s o n  betw een academic and l i b r a r y  s t a f f s  and of 
r a i s i n g  th e  s t a tu s  o f l i b r a r i a n s .

D uring th e  d is c u s s io n  Mr. P earson  re p o r te d , i n  answer to  a q u e s t io n , 
th a t  he was co n fid en t th a t  th e  funds n e c e ssa ry  f o r  th e  proposed Seminar 
cou ld  be obtained#

I n  com pliance w ith  a re q u e s t  from  th e  Chairman, P ro fe s s o r  S . R. Schram, 
Head of th e  r e c e n t ly  e s ta b l is h e d  Contemporary China I n s t i t u t e ,  o u tl in e d  
th e  work and aims of th e  I n s t i t u t e .  I t  was designed  fo r  r e s e a r c h ,  n o t f o r  
te a c h in g , and was o rg an ised  on s im ila r  l i n e s  to  co rresp ond ing  i n s t i t u t e s  
i n  th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .  I t  was autonomous bu t c lo s e ly  l in k e d  w ith  SOAS and 
had p ro v id ed  a  g ra n t of £12,000 tow ards b u ild in g  up a  c o l le c t io n  o f books
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i n  i t s  ran g e  of i n t e r e s t  .w ith in  th e  SOAS l i b r a r y .  C on tem porary ' was 
d e fin e d  as p r im a r i ly  post-1949  and to  a l e s s e r  e x te n t p o s t-1 9 1 9 .

Members of th e  Japan L ib ra ry  G-roup asked t h a t  t h e i r  Group should  be 
in c lu d ed  i n  th e  proposed Seminar and t h i s  was co n sid ered  to  be d e s i r a b le .  
Members o f th e  C onference from o v erseas  a lso  exp ressed  th e  w ish to  ta k e  
p a r t  i n  th e  Seminar and th e  su g g e s tio n  was welcomed. Two summer schoo ls 
h e ld  r e c e n t ly  in  th e  U.S.A. f o r  t r a in in g  in  Far E a s te rn  l ib r a r i a n s h ip  were 
d e sc r ib e d  and d isappo in tm en t was expressed  t h a t  th e y  had been open only  to  
U n ited  S ta te s  c i t i z e n s .  I t  was su g g ested  th a t  th e  American e x p e r ts  who 
conducted th e se  sch o o ls  might be in v i te d  to  g ive  s im ila r  co u rses  h e re .

2) REPORT BY PROFESSOR G. BOVvNAS ON THE JAPAN LIBRARY G-ROUP
The Japan  L ib ra ry  Group has co n tin u ed  to  meet tw ice  i n  th e  y e a r , i n  

O ctober ( a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum) and i n  March ( i n  O xford).
Mr. A. D. Hyder (O r ie n ta l  I n s t i t u t e ,  O xford) has succeeded 

Miss Anne Abley ( S t .  A ntony 's C o lleg e , Oxford) as S e c re ta ry  and 
P ro fe s so r  G, Bownas (S h e f f ie ld )  co n tin u es  as Chairman. There a re  th re e  new 
members of th e  Group s in c e  th e  r e p o r t  to  th e  June Conference i n  1968,
D r. D. E# M ills  (C am bridge), Mr. C. F# Foo-kune (NLL) and Dr. W. E, SkLllend 
(SOAS).

Undoubtedly th e  most s ig n i f ic a n t  development of th e  y ea r has been th e  
p u b l ic a t io n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of th e  f i r s t  e d i t io n  o f  th e  two-volume 
C h e c k lis t  of Japanese  P e r io d ic a ls  h e ld  i n  B r i t i s h  U n iv e r s i t ie s  and 
R esearch  L ib r a r ie s ,  by M issS ig rid  Mandahl and P e te r  ¥ .  C a rn e ll (b o th  of 
S h e f f ie ld  U n iv e rs i ty  L ib ra ry ) ,  These p u b lic a t io n s  draw to  a c e r t a in  degree 
on u s e fu l  e a r l i e r  work done by o th e rs  (n o ta b ly  by D r. C. J .  Dunn of SOAS), 
b u t we a re  in d eed  in d eb ted  to  our two co lle ag u es  from  S h e f f ie ld  fo r  t h i s  
most v a lu ab le  document. Addenda and co rrig en d a  have a lre a d y  appeared  fo r  
th e  f i r s t  volume, and th e re  w i l l  be r e v is io n s  and c o r re c t io n s  tw ice  a  y ear 
by means o f a  N ew sle tte r  e d ite d  by Miss M andahl, P a r t  I ,  G eneral 
P e r io d ic a ls ,  H um anities and S o c ia l  S ciences (Septem ber 1968) l i s t s  1,118 
e n t r i e s ,  and P a r t  I I ,  S cience and Technology (December 1968) ,  has 1,331 
t i t l e s ,  of which on ly  13 a re  not c u r r e n t .  The b e n e f i t  of th e se  C h e c k lis ts  
has a lre a d y  been proved by th e  ease  w ith  which we can now answer a wide 
v a r ie ty  of q u e r ie s ;  some of th e  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  our Group have a lso  begun th e  
ta s k  of p lugg in g  th e  most g la r in g  gaps which th e s e  C h e c k lis ts  have exposed. 
For th e  f u tu r e ,  a second e d i t io n  i s  p lanned ; t h i s  w i l l  be d i s t r ib u te d  much 
more w id e ly , but w i l l  r e q u ire  much g re a te r  re s o u rc e s  i n  term s of s p e c ia l  
funds and f u l l - t im e  s t a f f .

The Group d isc u sse d  a t  i t s  O ctober m eeting i t s  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  
Korean s tu d i e s ,  and accep ted  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  p r in c ip le .
Mr. A. R oberts  (B o d le ian ) has ag reed  to  undertake  th e  ta s k  of p roducing  a 
p re lim in a ry  l i s t  o f h o ld in g s  of Korean language m a te r ia l .  The Group a ls o  
p la n s  to  produce and d i s t r i b u t e  an o th e r c h e c k l is t  o f m icroform  h o ld in g s  
r e l a t e d  to  i t s  a re a  of i n t e r e s t .

At i t s  March m eeting , th e  Group agreed t h a t  i t s  most im p o rtan t fu n c tio n  
was th e  developm ent of p ro ced u res  f o r  jo in t  book s e le c t io n  and co o p era tiv e  
buying and aw aits  w ith  i n t e r e s t  d e t a i l s  o f Mr. J .  D. P e a rs o n 's  scheme, 
w hich, u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  he was p rev en ted  by i l l n e s s  from p re s e n t in g  a t  t h a t  
m eeting .
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Summary of D iscu ss io n
In  in tro d u c in g  h i s  r e p o r t  P ro fe s so r  Bownas p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  th e  work of 

Miss Mandahl and Mr. C a rn e ll o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  of S h e f f ie ld  i n  p roducing  
th e  two-volume C h e c k lis t o f Japanese  p e r io d ic a ls  h e ld  i n  B r i t i s h  
u n iv e r s i t i e s  and re s e a rc h  l i b r a r i e s .  He r e f e r r e d  to  th e  funds made 
a v a i la b le  by th e  U.G.C. f o r  C en tres o f .Area S tu d ie s  and t o l d  th e  C onference 
t h a t  th e  funds l e f t  unexpended were now t o  be d i s t r ib u te d  among th e  
e s ta b l is h e d  C entres to  be used f o r  l i b r a r y  developm ent and s t a f f  t r a v e l .  
P ro fe sso r  Bownas re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  B r i t i s h  S tand ards I n s t i t u t i o n  was i n  
p ro cess  o f p roducing  a  s tan d ard  Japanese ro m a n isa tio n  scheme w ith  th e  h e lp  
o f a  p a n e l drawn from  v a r io u s  l i b r a r i e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  He a lso  r e p o r te d  
t h a t  Mr. -A. R. V. Cooper had been commissioned by th e  C ouncil of Europe to  
make a su rv ey  of th e  h o ld in g s  o f E ast A sian  books i n  l i b r a r i e s  i n  i t s  
re g io n . R e fe r r in g  to  th e  w orking p a r ty  s e t  up by th e  B r i t i s h  A sso c ia tio n  
of O r i e n t a l i s t s  to  c o n s id e r th e  f u tu r e  of A sian  s tu d ie s  i n  B r i ta in ^
P ro fe s s o r  Bownas hoped th a t  t h i s  working p a r ty  would ta k e  ev idence from  
l i b r a r i e s  and t h a t  l i b r a r y  i n t e r e s t s  shou ld  be re p re s e n te d  on i t .

R eference  was made i n  th e  d is c u s s io n  to  c o -o p e ra tio n  i n  th e  a c q u is i t io n  
of o r i e n ta l  m a te r ia ls  and i t  was f e l t  t h a t  i f  th e  recom m endation of th e  
D ain ton  Committee p e rm it t in g  some l im i te d  le n d in g  of books by th e  B r i t i s h  
Museum were im plem ented, t h i s  m ight le a d  t o  some changes i n  p re s e n t  
p o l i c i e s .

3) INTRODUCTORY TALK BY DR. C. R. BATON ON A PROPOSAL FOR THE 
FORMATION OF A CENTRAL ASIAN LIBRARY GROUP

My ta s k  i n  in tro d u c in g  th e  p ro p o sa l f o r  a  C e n tra l A sia  L ib ra ry  Group 
i s  to  p u t th e  case f o r  such a  p ro p o sa l b u t a lso  to  a c t  as  d e v il* s  advocate  
and m ention th o se  fo re s e e a b le  f a c to r s  which might cause f r u s t r a t io n *  My 
on ly  q u a l i f i c a t io n  f o r  g iv in g  t h i s  in tro d u c to ry  t a l k  i s  t h a t  I  have a  
l i t t l e  ex p erien ce  i n  t r a c in g  and buying books from  one undoub ted ly  c e n t r a l  
A sian  co u n try , th e  M ongolian P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic . I  am speak ing  to d ay  no t 
because I  had any hand i n  drawing up th e  p ro p o s a l,  b u t sim ply  because I  was 
asked t o  speak .

The argum ents f o r  s e t t i n g  up a  C e n tra l A s ia  Group p ro b a b ly  do not 
d i f f e r  from  th o se  r e le v a n t  to  any o th e r  group, b u t th e  snags may be more 
id io s y n c r a t i c .  Let me b eg in  by d iv id in g  th e  problem  in to  fo u r  p a r t s :
1 • How do we d e f in e  C e n tra l  A s ia , and how do we ensure t h a t  th e  te rm  does 
n o t become a convenien t ra g -b a g  f o r  stow ing away a l l  th e  odds and ends 
which do n o t f i t  t i d i l y  anywhere e ls e ?
2 . Who a re  th e  in t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  and what a re  t h e i r  h o ld in g s?
3 . "What numbers o f books m ight be in v o lv e d , and how a re  th e y  t o  be tra c k e d  down?
4# In  view of th e  fo re g o in g , i s  a  C e n tra l A sia  Group l i k e l y  t o  be 
r e a l i s a b l e  and to  be rew ard in g  i n  i t s  fu n c tio n ?
To ta k e  th e s e  i n  o rd e r :
1 . The scope o f th e  te rm  C e n tra l A s ia  i s  v a r ia b le *  P o l i t i c a l l y  i t  seems 
u s u a l ly  t o  be ta k e n  t o  mean th e  5 c e n t r a l  A sian  r e p u b l ic s  of th e  USSR, i n
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which case th e  wide g eo g rap h ica l te rm  i s  In n e r  A s ia . Even w ith  t h i s  
l im i t a t i o n ,  C e n tra l A sia  must o v erlap  w ith  th e  Is la m ic , I r a n ia n  and R ussian  
w o rld s . However, Mongolia must belong to  C e n tra l A sia , p o l i t i c a l l y  because 
of i t s  p re se n t adherence to  th e  S o v ie t b lock  and detachm ent from  C hina, 
g e o g ra p h ic a lly  because of i t s  s i t i n g .  C o n sid e ra tio n  of M ongolia im p lie s  
c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th e  c u l tu r a l ly  s im ila r  Kalmuck and B u ria t r e p u b l ic s  of th e  
USSR. We cannot th e n  exclude th e  T u rk ish  p eo p les  o f n o rth  c e n t r a l  A sia , 
p r in c ip a l ly  th e  Y akuts, nor th e  T uvin ians and o th e r  minor p e o p le s . At SOAS 
th e  c e n t r a l  and n o r th  A sia  subcom m ittee o f th e  L ib ra ry  Committee d e a ls  in  
a d d i t io n  w ith  th e  p eo p les  o f th e  C aucasus, and i t  i s  h in te d  i n  th e  m inutes 
o f th e  Middle E a s te rn  Group b e fo re  us to d ay  t h a t  th e  same i s  env isaged  f o r  
th e  group we a re  now d is c u s s in g . What G eorgia and Armenia have i n  common 
w ith , say , M ongolia, I  f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  g ra sp , u n le s s  i t  be t h e i r  
R u ssian  c o n n e c tio n s , b u t e v id e n tly  G-eorgia and Armenia can a t  a  s t r e t c h  be 
co n sid e red  as C e n tra l A sian . Are we to  in c lu d e  th e  Finno U gric p eo p les  of 
n o r th  R u ss ia  and S ib e r ia ,  and th e  P a le o a s ia t ic s ?  What about T urk ish’ 
r e p u b l ic s  t h i s  s id e  o f th e  U ra ls , B a s h k ir ia , th e  T a ta r  R ep u b lic , th e  
Chuvash R epub lic?

I f  book procurem ent t r i p s  form  p a r t  of th e  i n t e r e s t  of a  l ib r a r y  g roup , 
we must remember th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of com m unications. M ongolia, f o r  exam ple, 
©an be reach ed  only  v ia  I rk u ts k ,  no t d i r e c t  from  any un ion  r e p u b l ic .
2 , I  have no t t r i e d  to  f in d  out i n  advance who a l l  th e  in t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  
a r e ,  nor what h o ld in g s  e x i s t .  This shou ld  be a  c o o p e ra tiv e  v e n tu re , g iven  
th e  v a r ie ty  o f th e  f i e l d .  At f i r s t  s i g h t ,  we should do w e ll  t o  look  a t  
SOAS, SSEES, and th e  C e n tra l A sian  R esearch  C e n tre . As f o r  th e  Caucasus,
I  co n fess  m yself q u ite  uninform ed.
3 . To en q u ire  in to  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of books and th e n  to  la y  hands on 
them i s  l i k e l y  to  be a  d au n tin g  t a s k .  I  can  speak w ith  ex p erien ce  on ly  of 
M ongolia -  t h i s  ex p erien ce  may o r may no t be r e le v a n t  f o r  th e  USSR. No 
annual b ib lio g ra p h y  i s  e a s i ly  a v a i la b le .  L i s t s  of books p r in te d  each y e a r  
a re  p roduced , bu t of cou rse  in  a r r e a r s ,  by which tim e th e  chance of g e t t in g  
th e  books may be long  p a s t .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  books do no t u s u a l ly  ge t so ld  
o u t, excep t i n  th e  shops, b u t th e y  te n d  to  l i e  about u n d is t r ib u te d  i n  
f re e z in g  c o ld  s to re h o u se s , i n  d u s ty  bund les and i t  i s  a mammoth job to  g e t 
access t o  th e  s to re h o u se s , and e x tra c t  th e  books. An annu al p ro d u c tio n  
p la n  i s  is s u e d , and i s  u s u a l ly  a v a i la b le  i n  Europe. However, i t  never 
co rresponds w ith  achievm ent, no r i s  i t  com prehensive. Books l i s t e d  may 
never ap p e a r , or may appear only  y e a rs  l a t e r  and under an o th e r t i t l e .  
European h o o k s e lle rs  do o f f e r  a number o f Mongol - books now and ag a in , b u t 
th e  s e le c t io n  i s  never com prehensive. Not knowing what has come o u t, th e  
shop can accep t on ly  what i t  re c e iv e s  or o rd e r on a  haphazard  b a s is  o f 
chance in fo rm a tio n , so t h a t  books on i n t e r e s t i n g  f i e l d s ,  e .g .  law , o f te n  
f a i l  to  re a c h  us a t a l l .  So do p u b lic a t io n s  l ik e  th e  q u a r te r ly  R eports of 
th e  Academy of S c ie n c e s , which f a l l  betw een th e  c a te g o r ie s  of books and 
p e r io d ic a l s .  Even p e r io d ic a l s  te n d  n o t to  a r r iv e ,  even a f t e r  one has 
su b sc r ib e d , perhaps because 4  i s s u e s  a  y e a r  a re  to o  w id e ly  spaced f o r  th e  
p ack ers  to  remember you . One very  b ig  German f irm  which s p e c ia l i s e s  i n  
th e  books o f communist c o u n tr ie s  has a c tu a l ly  g iven  up d e a lin g  w ith  
M ongolia because i t  was to o  tro ub lesom e.

O f f i c i a l  book exchanges te n d  to  s t a r t  o f f  w ith  a  bang and th e n  fa d e  
away, and i n  any case  i t  i s  u s u a l ly  on ly  th o se  books which can be bought 
which g e t sen t*  At th e  moment th e  B r i t i s h  C ouncil o p e ra te s  a  book exchange 
w ith  a  Mongol c o u n te rp a r t ,  and th e  p roceeds t r i c k l e  through to  SOAS, bu t
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d e l iv e r ie s  a re  few and f a r  betw een.
The id e a l  s o lu t io n  would be to  send someone to  buy on th e  s p o t ,  bu t 

expense would no doubt be a b a r r i e r .  There a re  on ly  A o r 5 decen t book 
shops i n  Ulan B a to r, and no second hand t r a d e .  The number of books on 
s a le  a t  any one tim e i s  l im i te d ,  arid a shop may be out o f a c t io n  f o r  la c k  
of p e rso n n e l. I  do no t know i f  th e s e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o b ta in  e l s e 
where i n  th e  R ussian  w o r ld , ' bu t i f  th e y  do o b ta in  over c e n t r a l  A sia  th e  
p ro sp e c t would be r a th e r  d isc o u ra g in g .

I  have heard# however, t h a t  r e c e n t ly  th e  C e n tra l A s ia t ic  Seminar i n  
Bonn, a b ig  buyer of books, i s  d e a lin g  d i r e c t l y  w ith  th e  Mongol Book Expor* 
O ff ic e , and t h a t  so f a r  th in g s  a re  going w e ll .  This m ight be borne i n  
mind.
A. I s  a  c e n t r a l  A sia  L ib ra ry  Group l i k e l y  to  be ab le  t a  do a  u s e f u l  job?

In  view  of th e  fo re g o in g , we should  c o n sid e r
i .  The a re a  i s  a  complex one, c o n ta in in g  c u l t u r a l  e n t i t i e s  which a re  quit< 
unconnected w ith  each o th e r .  I t  i s  h a rd , f o r  exam ple, to  env isage  sc h o la r  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Armenia sh a r in g  th e  c a re s  o f th o se  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S ib e r ia n  
shamanism, and t h i s  r a i s e s  ag a in  th e  q u e s tio n  of th e  coherence of a  group 
l ik e  t h i s .
i i .  There i s  a good d e a l  o f i n e r t i a  to  be overcome i n  e s ta b l i s h in g  v ig o ro u  
c o n ta c t w ith  lo c a l  book t r a d e s .  D is tan ces  a re  l a r g e ,  th e  book t r a d e  i s  
e n t i r e l y  s t a t e  o p e ra te d , and la ck s  in c e n t iv e  to  p u t i t s e l f  out f o r  th e  sak  
o f th e  few  books i t  might s e l l  or exchange i n  Europe under u n fa m ilia r  
c o n d it io n s .  SOAS ap pears to  have f a i l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n ta c t  w ith  academ l 
bod ies i n  th e  Kalmuck and B u ria t r e p u b l ic s ,  and i t  may w e ll  be because 
d e a lin g  w ith  us bodes to o  much t r o u b le ,  th e  e x e rc is e  o f to o  much 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  f o r  th e  o f f i c i a l s  concerned .
i i i .  Where good l i b r a r i e s  o f books from  C e n tra l  A sia  do e x i s t  a lre a d y , t h i s  
has been due alm ost w ith o u t ex cep tio n  to  th e  energy , i n t e r e s t  and lo c a l  
knowledge o f a p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o la r  o r o f an e x p e d it io n . We may th in k  f o r  
example o f th e  u n eq u a lled  c o l le c t io n  of Mongol m an u sc rip ts  i n  th e  R oyal 
L ib ra ry , Copenhagen, or o f th e  e x c e lle n t l i b r a r y  o f books on Mongolia and 
T ib e t i n  Bonn, in c lu d in g  bound Xerox co p ie s  of a l l  a v a i la b le  M ongolian 
m an u scrip ts  from  European and some o th e r  l i b r a r i e s .  T h is has been b rough t 
to g e th e r  s o le ly  as a  p ro d u c t of th e  d r iv e  of th e  d i r e c to r  o f th e  C e n tra l 
A s ia t ic  Seminar th e r e .
i v .  Our u n iv e r s i t i e s  do n o t have te a c h in g  p o s ts  f o r  a l l  th e  a re a s  we have 
to  c o n s id e r ,  so th a t  book c o l le c t in g  m ight no t be l in k e d  w ith  a  l iv e  
academic i n t e r e s t .

We have t o  d e c id e , th e n ,  w hether s e t t i n g  up a com m ittee would improve 
th e  s i t u a t i o n .  I s  th e  procurem ent of books from  th e  v a s t and v a rie d  w orld 
of C e n tra l A sia  l i k e l y  t o  be ex p ed ited  by th e  e s tab lish m e n t of a committee, 
or should  th e  m a tte r  be l e f t  to  in d iv id u a ls  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which have 
a lre a d y  shown a r e a l i s t i c  i n t e r e s t ?

C. R. Bawden.
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Summary of D iscu ssio n

In  th e  d is c u s s io n  which fo llo w ed  D r. Bawden*s t a l k  D r. W. S eu b e rlic h  
• f  th e  S ta a ts b ib l io th e k  P r .  K ., M arburg/Lahn, spoke of th e  l i a i s o n  between 
G-erman sc h o la rs  and th e  T ran scau casian  R epub lics and d e sc r ib e d  h is  
ex p e rien ces  when he had v i s i t e d  l i b r a r i e s  and o r i e n ta l  i n s t i t u t e s  i n  th e  
a r e a .  O ther speakers t o l d  o f th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  experienced  even by R ussian  
s c h o la rs  i n  o b ta in in g  m a te r ia l  from  th e  A s ia tic  r e p u b l ic s  of th e  USSR.
Mr. M eredith—Owens spoke o f some exchange schemes between th e  B r i t i s h  
Museum and C e n tra l A sian  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which v a r ie d  v e ry  much i n  th e  value  
o f item s exchanged. I t  was f e l t  t h a t  i n  g e n e ra l exchange schemes were not 
always to  th e  b e n e f i t  o f w este rn  l i b r a r i e s  bu t th e y  were o f te n  a means of 
g iv in g  much-needed h e lp  to  l i b r a r i e s  i n  under-developed  c o u n tr ie s .

In  th e  l ig h t  o f D r. Bawden's speech no fo rm al p ro p o sa l was pu t to  th e  
C onference on th e  fo rm a tio n  of a  C e n tra l A sia  L ib ra ry  Croup.

THIRD SESSION. CHAIRMANt MR. K. B. GARDNER
TALK BY MR. J .  D, PEARSON ON 1 INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION AMONG 

.ORIENTALIST LIBRARIES 1
Mr. P earson  began w ith  a few  comments on th e  D ain ton R eport a lth o u g h  

i t  d id  n o t ,  i n  h is  view , c o n ta in  much of s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  t o  th e  o r i e n t a l i s t  
l i b r a r i a n .  He reg a rd ed  as most im p o rtan t th e  recommendation i n  
P arag raph  274 th a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Museum L ib ra ry  should be enab led  to  lend  
" l i g h t l y  used  fo re ig n  books". This would make a l l  schemes of l i b r a r y  co
o p e ra tio n  f a r  more e f f e c t iv e .  The R eport had f a i l e d  to  do ju s t i c e  t o  th e  
schemes f o r  c o -o p e ra tiv e  purchase  o f fo re ig n  books which were a lre a d y  i n  
e x is te n c e .  I t  was u n fo r tu n a te  t h a t  th e  term s of re fe re n c e  o f th e  D ain ton 
Committee had not a l l  owed i t  to  in c lu d e  i n  i t s  R eport some of th e  h ig h ly -  
s p e c ia l i s e d  l i b r a r i e s  which serve  as n a t io n a l  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
f i e l d s .  T h is might be a  u s e fu l  su b je c t f o r  a  supplem ent t c  th e  D ainton 
R e p o rt.

Mr. P ea rso n  s a id  th a t  a lth o u g h  he had g iven  h i s  t a l k  th e  t i t l e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o -o p e ra tio n  among o r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r i e s '  he p roposed  to  
range  over a  w ider f i e l d  and he would b eg in  by d e f in in g  what d is t in g u is h e s  
an o r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r y  from  any o th e r  and th e  re a so n s  why o r i e n ta l  
l i b r a r i e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  need i n t e r n a t io n a l  c o -o p e ra tio n . He c o n tin u e d :-

O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  have t h e i r  own s p e c ia l  p roblem s. The abundance 
of s c r ip t s  o th e r  th a n  th e  Roman i n  which th e  books th e y  c o l le c t  a re  w r i t te n  
fo ro e s  th e  l i b r a r i a n  to  dec ide  e i th e r  upon t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n  of a l l  t i t l e s  
i n to  Roman c h a ra c te r s  o r to  com pile se p a ra te  c a ta lo g u e s  f a r  each language . 
E i th e r  s o lu t io n  has i t s  d isa d v a n ta g e s . For most languages th e re  i s  no 
g e n e ra l ly  accep ted  system  i n  use even on a  n a t io n a l  s c a le .  Every sc h o la r  
u se s  h i s  own system  which i s  i n  h i s  view  b e t t e r  th a n  everybody e l s e 's *  
I n te r n a t io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  can be fundam ental, th e  ghoioe ly in g ,  f o r  example, 
betw een such w id e ly  d iv e rse  s ig n s  as D j, J ,  Dsch, Y f o r  a s in g le  A rabic 
consonant and so on, as  i s  in d ic a te d  by th e  v a rio u s  ways i n  which th e  name 
K a jja j  has been s p e l t  i n  Roman c h a r a c te r s .  I f  s e p a ra te  c a ta lo g u es  a re  
m ain ta in ed  f o r  each language u s in g  a  non-Roman s c r i p t ,  t r a n s la t io n s  have to  
be se p a ra te d  from  o r ig in a l s ,  p e rso n s whose works a re  composed i n  more th a n  
one language w i l l  need to  be checked i n  more th a n  one c a ta lo g u e , and f i l i n g  
has tp  be done by e x p e r ts .  Though t h i s  problem  i s  f a m i l ia r  to  th o se  of our 
c o lle a g u e s  who c o l le c t  books i n  S lavon ic  lan g u ag es, a t  le a s t th e y  norm ally
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have only  th e  C y r i l l i c  a lp h ab e t to  cope w ith  i n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  Homan,
But th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  th e  l i b r a r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  A s ia , o r indeed  i n  

A fr ic a ,  b eg in  befo re  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  c a ta lo g u in g  a  book a r i s e s .  I t  s t a r t s  
w ith  th e  a c tu a l  o b ta in in g  o f th e  book i n  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  o r b e fo re  t h a t ,  
even, of d isc o v e rin g  th a t  th e  book e x i s t s .  For most c o u n tr ie s  i n  A sia  a re  
no t on ly  a  lo n g  way away b u t th e y  a re  "underdeveloped” econom ically  in  
every  se n se . Among a l l  th e  othefr underdeveloped th in g s  i s  th e  book t r a d e ,  
and though few books may be p u b lish e d , and th e  m a jo rity  o r t o t a l i t y  o f 
th e se  by governm ents, n e v e r th e le s s  i n  many c o u n tr ie s  th e s e  a re  no t re co rd e d  
i n  n a t io n a l  b ib l io g ra p h ie s ,  o r i f  th e y  a r e ,  th e s e  appear to o  l a t e  t o  be 
acq u ired  b e fo re  th e y  go out o f p r i n t .  When th e  e x is te n c e  o f a book i s  
d isc o v e re d , th e  problem  i s  th e n  to  o b ta in  a copy o f  i t .  P u b lis h e rs  and 
b o o k se lle rs  i n  g e n e ra l a re  under-equipped w ith  modern te c h n iq u e s  and d i s 
in c l in e d  to  surmount th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which s e l l i n g  to  c o u n tr ie s  ov erseas 
im poses, w hether t h i s  be t r a d in g  i n  b u lk  w ith  fo re ig n  b o o k s e lle rs  o r s e l l i n g  
in d iv id u a l ly  to  fo re ig n  l i b r a r i e s  or s c h o la r s .  A ll  O r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r i a n s  
a re  w e ll  aware t h a t  i n  a c q u ir in g  books from  A sia  i t  i s  n o t m erely  a  q u e s tio n  
o f o b ta in in g  enough money, and th e  sim ple method of o rd e r in g  books th ro u g h  
your l o c a l  b o o k se lle r  w i l l  no t be p ro d u c tiv e  of r e s u l t s .  O ften , in d e e d , i t  
seems t h a t  th e  only  way to  o b ta in  books i s  to  have a  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  who w i l l  
go round to  v i s i t  p u b lis h e r s  and b o o k s e lle r s  and buy o r n e g o tia te  f o r  them 
on th e  s p o t .  The advan tages o f t h i s  a re  c l e a r ly  dem on stra ted  f o r  us by th e  
s u c c e s s fu l  achievem ents i n  re c e n t y e a rs  o f th e  American " P .L .48O" 
a c q u is i t io n  c e n tre s  i n  In d ia ,  P ak is tan *  I s r a e l ,  In d o n e s ia  and Egypt and th e  
" T i t le  2c" c e n tre s  i n  A fr ic a  and L a tin  Am erica,

What O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  a re  th e re ?
The l i b r a r i e s  i n  th e  U nited  Kingdom which c o n ta in  s ig n i f i c a n t  

c o l le c t io n s  o f books i n  and about O r ie n ta l  lan g u ag es, and o f books in  
W estern languages about one o r more o f th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f A sia  a re  of v e ry  
v a r ie d  c h a ra c te r  and o r ig in :  th e re  w i l l  soon be a v a i la b le  a  guide book
which l i s t s  them a l l  and g iv es  d e t a i l s  o f t h e i r  c o l le c t io n s  and 
a d m in is tra t iv e  p r a c t i c e s .  Compiled by R obert C o llis o n , t h i s  i s  being  
e d ite d  by B renda Moon under th e  au sp ices  of th e  Sub-com m ittee of O r ie n ta l i s t  
L ib ra r ie s  o f th e  S tand in g  C onference of N a tio n a l and U n iv e rs i ty  L ib ra r ie s  
(SCONUL).

Among th e  most im p o rtan t O r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  a r e ,  i n  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  
th e  Department o f O r ie n ta l  P r in te d  Books and M anuscrip ts o f th e  B r i t i s h  
Museum ( th e  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r y ) ,  and th e  O rie n ta l  departm en ts o f th e  B od le ian  
and th e  l i b r a r y  o f Cambridge U n iv e rs i ty ,  a l l  o f which en joy  th e  r i g h t  o f 
co p y rig h t d e p o s i t .  They buy and r e c e iv e  by exchange and g i f t  a  re a so n a b le  
number of books u s e fu l  f o r  O r ie n ta l  s tu d ie s  ev ery  y e a r .  They have la rg e  
and im p o rtan t c o l le c t io n s  o f MSS. i n  O r ie n ta l  lan g u ag es . The rem ain in g  
co p y rig h t l i b r a r i e s ,  th e  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r i e s  of S co tlan d  and W ales, and th a t  
o f T r in i ty  C o lleg e , D ub lin , though n a tu r a l ly  com prehensive i n  r e s p e c t  o f 
books on O r ie n ta l  and A sian s tu d ie s  p u b lish ed  i n  th e  U nited  Kingdom, a re  
n o t notew orthy f o r  t h e i r  s to r e s  of fo re ig n  works, on th e se  s u b je c t s ,  nor of 
books i n  O r ie n ta l  lan g u ag es.

In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  l i b r a r i e s  o f th e  u n iv e r s i t i e s  o f Oxford and 
Cambridge, each su p p o rtin g  a s tro n g  f a c u l ty  o f O r ie n ta l  s tu d ie s ,  which can 
a lso  draw upon a  s p e c i a l i s t  l i b r a r y  o r l i b r a r i e s  of i t s  own, O r ie n ta l i s t  
l i b r a r i e s  a re  found w herever O rie n ta l  s tu d ie s  a re  pu rsued  i n  London and i n  
o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f h ig h e r  le a rn in g  i n . t h e ’m e tro p o lis  and o u ts id e .  The 
L ib ra ry  o f th e  School o f O rie n ta l  and A fric a n  S tu d ie s ,  a  School of th e  
U n iv e rs ity  of London, sh a re s  i n  th e  alm ost com plete autonomy en jo y ed  by i t s
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p a re n t  body. I t  i s  reco g n ised  as th e  n a t io n a l  le n d in g  l ib r a r y  f o r  O rie n ta l  
s tu d ie s .  J u s t  over f i f t y  y ea rs  o ld ,  i n  s iz e  i t  p ro b ab ly  approxim ates to  
th e  O r ie n ta l  p r in te d  book c o l le c t io n s  o f th e  two o ld e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Out
s id e  London, th e  l a r g e s t  c o l le c t io n s  a re  to  be found i n  Durham (where th e  
U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  has a detached  O r ie n ta l  s e c t io n  which has b u i l t  up a 
s ig n i f ic a n t  c o l le c t io n  s in c e  th e  w a r) , Leeds, M anchester, L iv erp o o l and 
Sussex, and i n  th e  r a p id ly  growing "H ayter c e n tre ” u n iv e r s i t i e s  of 
S h e f f ie ld  and H u ll. In  S co tlan d  th e  c o l le c t io n s  a t  Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
S t .  Andrews a re  o f prim e im portan ce . Ot&er te a c h in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  
s u b s ta n t ia l  O r ie n ta l  c o l le c t io n s  a re  th e  l i b r a r i e s  of Jew s' C ollege i n  
London and th a t  of S e l ly  Oak C olleges i n  Birmingham.

The Royal A s ia t ic  S o c ie ty  has a  l i b r a r y  which has been b u i l t  up f o r  
che b e n e f i t  o f i t s  members i n  weld over a  hundred y e a rs  of e x is te n c e , and 
th e  A sian  books i n  th e  R oyal Commonwealth S o c ie ty  a re  of s ig n i f ic a n t  
p ro p o r t io n . O ther le a rn e d  and p o p u la r  s o c ie t ie s  have c o l le c t io n s  of 
v a ry in g  importance: th e y  r e l a t e  e i th e r  to  A sia  o r p a r t  of i t  a lo n e , as th e
R oyal C e n tra l A sian  S o c ie ty , or A sia  f ig u re s  l a r g e ly  i n  i t s  s to c k s , such as 
i s  th e  s i tu a t i o n  i n  th e  Royal A n th ro p o lo g ica l I n s t i t u t e .

Unique i n  th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  i f  no t i n  th e  w orld as a whole i s  th e  In d ia  
O ffice  L ib ra ry  o f which th e  L ib ra r ia n  a lso  has custody  o f th e  re co rd s  of 
th e  E as t In d ia  Company and th e  In d ia  O ff ic e . Though th e  O ffice  e x i s t s  no 
more, n e v e r th e le s s  th e  L ib ra ry  has co n tin u ed  to  develop s in ce  In d ia  
a t ta in e d  independence i n  1947 and has accum ulated th rough  -the y ea rs  a 
t r e a s u r e  o f m anuscrip ts and p r in te d  books which i s  w itho u t p a r a l l e l .  Not 
to  be confused  w ith  th e  In d ia  O ffic e  L ib ra ry  i s  In d ia  House L ib ra ry , which 
se rv e s  th e  needs of th e  High Commissioner of In d ia  i n  London.

One must no t fo rg e t  th e  John Rylands L ib ra ry  i n  M anchester, a form er 
p r iv a te ly  owned c o l le c t io n  founded and b u i l t  a s  a memorial to  h e r  husband 
by Mrs. John R ylands, which has been open f r e e l y  fo r  th e  use  o f th e  p u b lic  
s in c e  1900. T h is L ib ra ry , to o ,  i s  of s p e c ia l  im portance on account o f i t s  
c o l le c t io n s  o f O r ie n ta l  MSS. and p a p y r i .

These, th e n , a re  th e  O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  o f th e  U nited Kingdom.
They v ary  c o n s id e ra b ly  i n  age , s i z e ,  o rg a n iz a tio n  and scope: th e y  en joy  a
m ajor or m inim al deg ree  of independence from  t h e i r  p a re n t b o d ie s . But a l l  
come to g e th e r  w ith in  th e  SCONUL Sub-com m ittee on A sia , and in  sm a lle r 
groups acco rd in g  to  t h e i r  r e g io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  th e  independent Middle E a s t ,  
South A sia , S ou th -E ast A sia , China o r Japan L ib ra ry  Groups. I  s h a l l  have 
more to  say  about th e s e  r e g io n a l  groups l a t e r .

A ll  th e s e  ty p e s ,  w ith  th e  p o s s ib le  ex cep tio n  of th e  In d ia  O ffice  
L ib ra ry , a re  re p re s e n te d  among th e  O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  o f C o n tin en ta l 
Europe and N orth  Am erica. In  a l l ,  th e re  must be a t  l e a s t  a  hundred or more 
l i b r a r i e s  o u ts id e  A sia  w ith  a s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  c o n tin e n t . O utside 
th e  U nited  Kingdom o th e r  ty p e s  of O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r y  o ccu r, such as th e  
Sem inar o r I n s t i t u t e  l i b r a r i e s  of O r ie n ta l  departm en ts i n  th e  G-erman 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  (somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from  our d ep a rtm en ta l l i b r a r i e s ) ,  and th e  
l i b r a r i e s  o f re s e a rc h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w d th in  th e  framework of academies of 
sc ien c e  and le a rn in g  such as e x is t  w ith in  E a s te rn  European c o u n tr ie s ,  th e  
la rg e  s t a t e  and re p u b lic a n  p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  of th e  USSR, and th e  c i t y  
p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  of th e  USA, i n  New York, P h ila d e lp h ia ,  B oston and 
C leveland , to  name bu t f o u r .
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Thus we have a  w id e-rang ing  k a le id o sc o p e : l i b r a r i e s  to  a l l  i n t e n t s  
autonomous, w ith  no obvious c o n s ti tu e n c y , th o se  which a c t  as th e  la b o ra to ry  
f o r  a  r e s e a rc h  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th o se  which" a re  a  departm en t o f one of th e  
w o r ld 's  g re a t  l i b r a r i e s ,  and th o se  which a re  d if fu s e d  among th e  c o l le c t io n s  
of one o f th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . For O r ie n ta l  MSS. and in d e e d , o f te n  
im p o rtan t caches o f p r in te d  books a re  o f te n  to  be found i n  l i b r a r i e s  w ith  
no d e c la re d  i n t e r e s t  i n  O rie n ta l' s tu d ie s .

O r ie n ta l  and A sian s tu d ie s
D uring th e  f i f t y  y e a rs  which have p assed  s in c e  th e  O r ie n ta l  Departm ent 

of th e  D eutsche S ta a ts b ib l io th e k  and th e  SO AS L ib ra ry  were founded , two 
main b ranches o f s c h o la r ly  i n t e r e s t  i n  A sia  have em erged. The f i r s t ,  
r e p re s e n te d  by O r ie n ta l  s tu d ie s  o f th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  k in d  o r th e  h i s t o r i c a l -  
ph ilcslog ioaliyp^j u n i te s  th o se  p e rso n s  whose c a re e r  b eg in s  by le a rn in g  an 
O r ie n ta l  language and who t h e r e a f t e r  may become i n t e r e s t e d  n a tu r a l ly  i n  
th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  which t h a t  language p ro v id e s  th e  v e h ic le ,  and th e  
h i s to r y ,  c u l tu re  and custom s o f th e  p eo p le  who speak t h a t  language* The 
second b ranch  i s  form ed by th o se  whose approach i s  th ro u g h  one o f th e  
g e n e ra l s c h o la s t ic  d i s c ip l in e s  e s p e c ia l ly  i n  th e  s o c i a l  sc ien o e s  and who 
a re  a t t r a c t e d  tow ards th e  study  o f A s ia , perhaps u l t im a te ly  to  th e  e x te n t  
of le a rn in g  th e  language of th e  re g io n  o f t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .

The two b ran o h es , o f c o u rse , a re  by no means m u tu a lly  e x c lu s iv e :  th e y  
merge and d iv e rg e , and o v e rlap  i n  a l l  p o s s ib le  p e rm u ta tio n s . They ro u g h ly  
co in c id e  w ith  th e  h um an ities  and th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s  b u t th e r e  a re  
o c c a s io n a l p o in ts  o f c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  n a tu r a l  s c ie n c e s .  They may e x is t  as 
s e p a ra te  i n s t i t u t i o n s  or w ith in  th e  framework o f th e  same p a re n t  body. I n  
B r i t a in  i n  th e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  as i n  o th e r, c o u n tr ie s ,  b o th  ty p e s  o f s tu d y  
o f A sia  have developed enorm ously, bu t a  prom inent f e a tu r e  o f th e  h i s to r y  
o f East-W est r e l a t i o n s  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  has been th e  ten d en cy  and p ro o ess  
o f s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  and to  some e x te n t o th e r s ,  t o  come to g e th e r  i n  m u lti
d i s c ip l in e  b u t r e g io n a l  groups and so farm  a team  f o r  th e  s tu d y  of th e  
re g io n , u s in g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  methods of approach and to o ls  o f fe re d  by th e  
in d iv id u a l  d i s c ip l i n e s .  One cannot bu t be h o p e fu l th a t  t h i s  p ro ced u re  of 
j o in t  s tu d y  o f an a re a , s id e  by s id e  w ith  th e  t r a d i t i o n  of s tu d ie s  by 
d i s c ip l i n e ,  w i l l  have f a r - r e a c h in g  r e s u l t s .  In  t h i s  p aper I  a s  a  l i b r a r i a n  
in tend , t o  c o n s id e r th e  needs of b o th  groups o f A s ia - in te r e s te d  p e rso n s  
w hich c o - e x i s t ,  no t always e n t i r e l y  p e a c e fu lly ,  w ith in  my own i n s t i t u t i o n  
and i n  many o th e r s .

The b a s ic  f a c to r s  which in f lu e n c e  th e  s e rv ic e s  which our l i b r a r i e s  
p ro v id e  f o r  s c h o la rs  i n  th e  n a tu r a l  s c ie n c e s ,  s o c ia l  sc ie n c e s  and h u m an ities  
stem  from  c e r t a in  fundam en ta l d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  use  o f l i t e r a r y  m a te r ia ls  
by members o f th e  th r e e  d iv i s io n s .  The n a tu r a l  s c i e n t i s t  u se s  a  l i b r a r y  
as a  k in d  of bank from  which he can a t  tim es draw out som ething which he 
needs i n  th e  fu r th e ra n c e  of h is  s c i e n t i f i c  enqu iry  o r r e s e a r c h .  On th e  
whole he wants r a p id  " in fo rm a tio n  r e t r i e v a l "  and w i l l  b e s t  be se rv ed  i n  
fu tu r e  th ro u g h  th e  com puter and developm ents i n  l i b r a r y  au to m atio n . He 
te n d s  t o  use  books r a t h e r  th a n  to  r e a d  them, and I  have seen  i t  w r i t t e n  th a t  
th e re  a re  some young s c i e n t i s t s  who re g a rd  l i b r a r i e s  i n  th e  sense  o f sh e lv e s  
f u l l  o f books as b e in g  "on th e  way o u t" .  The s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t  though 
hav ing  th e  same need f o r  r a p id  in fo rm a tio n  co n ta in ed  i n  a  r e le v a n t  
p e r io d ic a l  a r t i c l e  o r o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  u n i t  needs a t  th e  same tim e t o  have 
re c o u rse  to  a  wide and he tero geneous range o f  sometimes v e ry  ephem eral 
m a tte r  such as new spapers, government propaganda b u l l e t i n s ,  p o p u la r  
m agazines, s t a t i s t i c a l  su rveys and o th e r  o f f i c i a l  documents and th e  l i k e .
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He te n d s  to  squeeze out th e  ju ic e  from  whole mounds cf f r u i t .  This 
m a te r ia l  can never be analysed  fragm ent a l l y  to  meet a l l  of th e  s o c ia l  
s c i e n t i s t ’s documentary n eeds, bu t h e re  ag a in  th e  computer w i l l  have i t s  
u ses  i n  accum ulating  and s to r in g  v a s t  masses of d a ta  c o l le c te d  from 
su rv e y s .

The hum anist, most of th e  th r e e  ty p e s ,  re ad s  and needs th e  books. 
A lthough he f in d s  b ib l io g ra p h ie s ,  c a ta lo g u e s  and indexes in d is p o n s ib le  to  
h i s  r e s e a rc h ,  much of h i s  in fo rm a tio n  comes to  him i n  a r a th e r  haphazard  
way from  unexpected so u rces  th rough  re a d in g  ’’round th e  s u b je c t” , from  
brow sing i n  th e  l i b r a r y ,  which i s  t o  him what th e  la b o ra to ry  i s  to  th e  
n a tu r a l  s c i e n t i s t  and th e  s o c ia l  su rv ey  to  th e  s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t ,  and from  
o c c a s io n a l happy a c c id e n ts  brought about by f o r tu i to u s  ju x ta p o s i t io n  of 
books on sh e lv es  and a r t i c l e s  i n  p e r io d ic a l s ,  I  s h a l l  th e re fo re  d e a l  w ith  
th r e e  main problem s of th e  O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i a n  i n  t h i s  t a l k ,  th e  onq 
b e in g  t h a t  of c a ta lo g u in g  and in d ex in g  th e  hundreds o f thousands of 
m a n u sc rip ts , a r c h iv a l  docum ents, p a p y r i  and o th e r  accum ulations of a 
l i t e r a r y  c h a ra c te r  which aw ait d e s c r ip t io n  i n  th e  l i b r a r i e s  of th e  w orld , 
th e  second b e in g  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f p u b lish ed  books and o th e r  ty p e s  o f 
in fo rm a tio n  v e h ic le ,  and th e  t h i r d  t h a t  o f a c q u ir in g  books and o th e r  
in fo rm a tiv e  m a te r ia l  from  c o u n tr ie s  w ith  as y e t underdeveloped book 
d is se m in a tio n  s e r v ic e s .  The second and t h i r d  to p ic s  a r e ,  of co u rse , c lo s e ly  
a l l i e d :  th e  c o m p ila tio n  of com plete and u p - to -d a te  b ib l io g ra p h ie s  on a 
n a t io n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c a le  i s  an e s s e n t ia l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  to  o b ta in  th e  
books. F in a l ly  I  hope to  show how p ro g re ss  may be made tow ards a l l  of th e se  
o b je c t iv e s  th rough  th e  fo rm atio n  and development of an a s s o c ia t io n  on th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p lan e  o f l ib r a r i a n s  w ith  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  tow ards O r ie n ta l  or 
A sian  c o l le c t io n s .

Oriental Manuscripts

One o f th e  most i n t r a c t a b l e  problem s th a t  has long  co n fro n ted  th e  
O r i e n t a l i s t  l i b r a r i a n  i s  th a t  o f com piling  and p u b lish in g  ca ta lo g u es  o f th e  
MSS. i n  O r ie n ta l  languages i n  h i s  c o l le c t io n .  For i t  i s  no t s u f f ic i e n t  
m erely to  have a c a ta lo g u e  f o r  home u se , as may w e ll  do f o r  p r in te d  books: 
every  MS. i s  a unique o b je c t  and i t s  e x is te n c e  cannot be su sp ec ted  i n  any 
one l ib r a r y  bu t can only  be d isco v e red  th rough  a p u b lish ed  c a ta lo g u e .

Many hundreds o f thousands o f O rie n ta l  MSS. and documents rem ain  
u n d is tu rb e d  on th e  sh e lv es  o f our g re a t  l i b r a r i e s  and in  some o f our l e s s e r  
on es, t h e i r  very  e x is te n c e  known on ly  to  lo c a l  s c h o la rs ,  i f  indeed  to  them . 
To ta k e  b u t two examples from  my own co u n try , which i s  by no means 
u n re p re s e n ta tiv e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  The B odleian  L ib ra ry  has not succeeded 
i n  p u b lish in g  a c a ta lo g u e  f o r  th e  acce ss io n s  to  i t s  A rabic MSS. c o l le c t io n  
s in c e  1834* a lre a d y  by 1954 th e s e  numbered 4&5* I t s  s i s t e r  u n iv e r s i ty  of 
Cambridge has s t i l l  no t produced th e  ca ta lo g u e  of i t s  Hebrew MSS., which i n  
1940 numbered a  thousand  or so : s t i l l  le s s  has th e  same U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  
com pleted any d e s c r ip t iv e  c a ta lo g u e  o f th e  Hebrew and A rabic fragm en ts in  
th e  T ay lo r-S ch ech te r  c o l le c t io n  of G-enizah docum ents, which have been 
•rummaged th rough  by s c h o la rs  f o r  some e ig h ty  y e a rs  or more now.

T h is problem  has been a c o n s ta n t p reo co u p a tio n  o f mine s in ce  1947 
when I  r e tu rn e d  to  th e  Cambridge U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra ry  a f t e r  th e  war and was 
in s t r u c te d  to  su rvey  th e  O rie n ta l  MS. to l l e c t io n s  and th e  s t a te  of 
c a ta lo g u in g  of them . L a te r  I  ex tended my scope to  a l l  l i b r a r i e s  i n  G reat 
B r i t a in  and I r e la n d , and p u b lish ed  th e  r e s u l t s  in  a pam phlet is su e d  i n
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1954 by th e  Royal A s ia t ic  S o c ie ty  on th e  o ccasio n  of th e  XXIII I n te r n a t io n a l  
Congress of O r i e n t a l i s t s  h e ld  i n  my n a t iv e  c i t y  of Cambridge. Ten y e a rs  
l a t e r  I  i l l - a d v i s e d ly  accep ted  a c o n tra c t  w ith  UNESCO to  u n d ertak e  a 
s im ila r  survey  f o r  th e  whole o f Europe and N orth  Am erica: I  hope t o  p la c e  
th e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  i n  th e  hands o f th e  p r i n t e r  i n  th e  n ex t few w eeks, .A 
modest u n d e rtak in g , i t  a ttem p ts  tcj g ive  th e  numbers o f MSS. i n  a l l  th e  
O r ie n ta l  languages from  Hebrew to 'J a p a n e s e  i n  th e  l i b r a r i e s  of Europe,
Canada and th e  U .S .A ., and t o  d e s ig n a te  th e  c a ta lo g u e s , where th e y  e x i s t ,  
i n  which th o se  MSS. a re  d e sc r ib e d . I t  has seemed to  me a n ecessa ry  
p re lim in a ry  s te p  b e fo re  more s o p h is t ic a te d  e f f o r t s  to  in d ic a te  th e  c o n te n ts  
o f th e  c o l le c t io n s  may be made. Though ^ have t r a v e l l e d  to  many c o u n tr ie s  
in  sea rch  of in fo rm a tio n  and have c o n su lte d  many hundreds o f p r in te d  
so u rc e s , i t  i s  c le a r  t o  me th a t  I  have a ttem p ted  th e  im p o ss ib le . No one 
p e rso n  can hope to  produce a s a t i s f a c to r y  work of t h i s  k in d  f o r  a l l  th e  
languages and a l l  th e  c o u n tr ie s  bu t I  hope th a t  what I  have done may se rv e  
as a s tim u lu s  to  o th e rs  to  produce much b e t t e r  su rveys o f a  n a t io n a l  
c h a ra c te r  s im ila r  to  G a b r ie l i ’s m a s te r ly  M a n o sc r it t i  e c a r te  o r i e n t a l i  
n e l le  b ib l io te c h e  e n e g l i  a rc h iv i  d i  I t a l i a . My work has a ttem p ted  r a th e r  
more th a n  was ach ieved  by V ajda and fo llo w in g  him by Huisman f o r  th e  A rabic 
c o l le c t io n s ,  i n  th a t  I  have t r i e d  i n  a d d i t io n  to  l i s t  th e  c o l le c t io n s  
( a lb e i t  i n  a more l im i te d  g e o g ra p h ic a l a re a )  f o r  which no p r in te d  c a ta lo g u e s  
e x i s t .

L ib ra r ia n s  have always found i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b r in g  out c a ta lo g u e s  f o r  
t h e i r  MSS. i n  O rie n ta l  lan g u ag es , I  r e i t e r a t e .  In  a  t a l k  g iv en  a t  th e  
I n te r n a t io n a l  Congress i n  1954 and d u rin g  th e  cou rse  o f d is c u s s io n  which 
fo llow ed  i t ,  i t  was su g g ested  t h a t  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  a s in g le  c o u n try  o r  ind eed  
i n  more th a n  one should  u n i te  to  b r in g  out j o i n t  or union  c a ta lo g u e s  of th e  
O r ie n ta l  MSS. in  a l l  o f t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s .  Though I  cannot c la im  to  have 
p la n te d  th e  seed s which were l a t e r  to  grow in to  th e  exem plary V erze ich n ia  
d e r o r ie n ta l i s c h e n  H a n d sc h rif te n  in  D eu tsch lan d , on which my f r i e n d  and 
c o lle a g u e , Y/olfgang V o ig t, has dem onstra ted  such s t r e n g th  of p e r s i s t e n t  
en thusiasm , a d m in is tra t iv e  a b i l i t y  and power o f extended la b o u r ,  o r th e  
P o lish  e q u iv a le n t C atalogue des m an u sc rits  des c o l le c t io n s  p o lo n a ise s  ( I  do 
no t v en tu re  to  pronounce th e  P o lis h  t i t l e ) ,  y e t  I  l i k e  to  th in k  t h a t h e r e  
was an example o f what e th n o lo g is ts  c a l l ,  I  b e l ie v e ,  id e a - d i f f u s io n  i n  
o p e ra tio n  which l a t e r  le d  to  th e s e  im p o rtan t developm ents.

For i t  i s  by no means easy  to  persu ad e  th e  r i g h t  k in d  o f peo p le  to  
spend t h e i r  tim e making c a ta lo g u e s  o f MSS. There a re  few s c h o la rs  to d ay  
o f th e  c a l ib r e  o f Ahlwprdt or Brockelmann though  t h e i r  su c c e sso rs  t o i l  
m anfu lly  on i n  Germany. A sc h o la r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be c a r r ie d  away and 
d iv e r te d  to  th e  f a s c in a t in g  problem s which h i s  r e a d in g  of th e  MSS. p r e s e n ts ,  
u n lik e  th e  l i b r a r i a n  to  whom a l l  t e x t s  r e p re s e n t  m erely  item s t o  be 
ca ta lo g u ed  bu t who seldom has th e  n e c e ssa ry  l i n g u i s t i c  and c u l tu r a l  
equipment to  perfo rm  th e s e  ta s k s  s u c c e s s f u l ly ,  and th e  more he has o f t h i s  
equipment th e  more n e a r ly  he approaches a  s c h o la r  w ith  th e  urge to  c re a te  
and e s ta b l i s h  new h o riz o n s  o f knowledge r a t h e r  th a n  to  be co n ten t to  open 
th e s e  up to  o th e r s .  We cannot lo o k  to  th e  com puter to  g ive  us h e lp  i n  
c a ta lo g u in g  an O r ie n ta l  m an u scrip t; n e v e r th e le s s  i t  has a  p o s s ib le  
a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  th e  f u tu r e  i n  d a t in g  MSS. on p a la e o g ra p h ic  grounds and i t  
i s  a lre a d y  being  used i n  t h i s  way by th e  I n s t i t u t e  of Hebrew M anuscrip ts 
i n  Je ru sa lem . But w ith  com puters i t  seems th a t  b e fo re  you can en joy  th e  
o u tp u t you have to  a rra n g e  f o r  th e  in p u t ,  and th e  in p u t  i s  v a s t ly  more 
expensive ( in d eed  a s tro n o m ic a lly  so ) th a n  t h e  p re s e n t  in p u t .  The ©omputer 
has i t s  p la c e ,  even i t  may be in  l i b r a r y  o p e r a t io n s ,  bu t i t  must be k ep t 
f irm ly  i n  i t s  p la c e  and I  am a d i s b e l ie v e r  who r e j e c t s  th e  su g g e s tio n  th a t
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we shou ld  s a c r i f i c e  some of our p re se n t re so u rc e s  to  i t  a t  t h i s  tim e i n  
th e  e a rn e s t  hope o f a p a ra d is e  to  fo llo w  in  th e  h e r e a f t e r .  There i s  a 
g re a t  need f o r  our l i b r a r y  schoo ls  to  t r a i n  young l ib r a r i a n s  to  s p e c ia l i s e  
i n  th e  c a ta lo g u in g  o f O r ie n ta l  m anuscrip ts and to  make i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  them 
t o  t r a v e l  from  l i b r a r y  to  l i b r a r y  to  perform  t h i s  s e rv ic e .  Or young 
sc h o la rs  n ig h t  be encouraged t o  spend a  few  y e a rs  o f t h e i r  re s e a rc h  l i f e  i n  
g a in in g  ex p erien ce  o f th e  n ecessa ry  te c h n iq u e s : i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  th in k  of 
a  more s u i ta b le  a p p re n tic e s h ip . The problem  i s  w orthy o f much g re a te r  
s tu d y  i n  d e t a i l  a t  l e i s u r e ,

I  hope th a t  o th e rs  w i l l  do f o r  A sia more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  what I  have 
a ttem pted  f o r  Europe and N orth  America,

But when a l l  th e  m anuscrip t c o l le c t io n s  have been surveyed and a l l  th e  
un ion  c a ta lo g u e s  com pleted , t h i s  i s  s t i l l  no t th e  end of th e  problem* The 
I n te r n a t io n a l  C ouncil f o r  A rch ives w ith  th e  supp ort o f UNESCO i s  p lan n in g  
t o  b r in g  out a  s e r i e s  o f c a len d a rs  o f documents r e l a t i n g  to  A sia , t o  A fr ic a  
and to  o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  w orld . In  B r i t a in  we have a lre a d y  com pleted t h i s  
t a s k ,  i n  th e  one volume p u b lish e d  so f a r  d isc o v e r in g  th a t  documents r e l a t i n g  
t o  South and S ou th -E ast A sia  a re  to  be found i n  no few er th a n  250 l i b r a r i e s  
in c lu d in g  th e  M ission  t o  Lepers and th e  S ea fo rth  H ig h lan d e rs ' R eg im ental 
Museum, and a rch iv e  d e p o s ito r ie s  i n  th e  kingdom and i n  I r e la n d ,  We were 
f o r tu n a te  i n  th a t  generous g ra n ts  were made to  us f o r  th e  purpose by th e  
R o c k e fe lle r  F ound ation : UNESCO can d isp o se  only  o f meagre re so u rc e s  and 
hence th e  appearance o f th e  ICA volumes i s  l i k e l y  t o  be much lo n g e r d e lay ed .

A fte r  th e  W estern-language documents i n  our l i b r a r i e s  and a rch iv es  we 
must th in k  of th o se  i n  O r ie n ta l  lan g u ag es . Some of th e s e ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  w i l l  
be re co rd e d  i n  such works as th e  V e rz e ic h n is  and th e  P o lis h  C atalogue and 
a re  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  ny su rv ey , b u t f o r  coping w ith  t h i s  problem  we need a 
d i f f e r e n t  tech n iq u e  to  be pu t to  u se , which w i l l  produce in v e n to r ie s  of 
many th o usan ds o f documents r a th e r  th a n , i t  may b e , d e ta i l e d  d e s c r ip t io n s  
o f a  few  cho ice  item s i n  a  m anuscrip ts  c o l le c t io n .  These docum ents, f o r  a 
la rg e  p a r t  e n t i r e ly  u n e x p lo ite d , e x i s t  n o t only  i n  th e  a rc h iv e s  of E ast 
European c o u n tr ie s  a t  one tim e under T u rk ish  hegemony, b u t a lso  i n  th e  
n a t io n a l  l i b r a r i e s  and r e p o s i to r ie s  of a l l  c o u n tr ie s  which have had a t  any 
tim e r e l a t i o n s  w ith  A sian  c o u n tr ie s .  They te n d  to  be housed i n  p la c e s  such 
as n a t io n a l  a rc h iv e s  where th e  O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i a n  seldom p e n e tra te s  and 
where s k i l l s  i n  O r ie n ta l  languages a re  r a r e r  even th a n  i n  l i b r a r i e s .  Of 
what co u n try  could  i t  be s a id  th a t  no documents i n  O r ie n ta l  languages had 
found  t h e i r  way in to  i t s  a rch iv e s?

S u sc e p tib le  to  s im ila r  tre a tm e n t a re  th e  w o r ld 's  c o l le c t io n s  of 
O r ie n ta l  p a p y r i  i n  q u ite  a  few  O rie n ta l  languages and th e  G-enizah documents 
which we have a lre a d y  n o ted  as e x is t in g  i n  Cambridge bu t which are. t o  be 
found  i n  many o th e r  l i b r a r i e s  in  a  g re a t many c o u n tr ie s  b e s id e s .

I t  would seem u n l ik e ly  th a t  su p p lie s  o f work of t h i s  k in d  w i l l  become 
exhau sted  w ith in  th e  l i f e t im e  of most of us p r e s e n t ,  or t h a t ,  w ith  a l l  due 
r e c o g n it io n  of th e  sp le n d id  achievem ents o f th e  VOH and o th e r  s im ila r  
p r o j e c t s ,  t h a t  we a re  r e a l l y  making more th a n  m inim al p ro g re ss  tow ards th e  
g o a l .  As a  l i b r a r i a n  I  admire th e  p u b lish e d  r e s u l t s  of th e  re s e a rc h  o f my 
so h o la r  c o lle a g u e s  and even more I  admire th e  achievem ents o f th e  g re a t  
c a ta lo g u e rs  and c o o rd in a to rs  such as A u frech t, Brockelmann, S to rey  and 
S ezg in , bu t much o f th e  work i s  based  on incom plete  evidence and w i l l  
in e v i ta b ly  need to  be r e v is e d  when more evidence becomes g e n e ra lly  
a v a i la b le .  To ta k e  bu t one exam ple, S to re y 's  P e rs ia n  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  based
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on 150 p u b lish e d  c a ta lo g u e s , whereas a t  l e a s t  450 a**© re c o rd e d  i n  th e  
M a te r ia ls  f o r  P e rs ia n  b ib lio g ra p h y  c o l le c te d  by Akimushkin and Borshchevsky 
and i n  th e  so u rces on which th e y  have drawn#

O ften a t  i n t e r n a t io n a l  co n fe ren ces th e  f a c t  has been b ew ailed  th a t  
e f f e c t iv e ly  s in c e  1911 th e r e  has been no g e n e ra l  b ib lio g ra p h y  f o r  O r ie n ta l  
s tu d ie s  com parable w ith  th e  O rie n ta lis c h e  B ibH ographie. founded and e d i te d  
by August M u lle r, which covered  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of th e  y e a rs  1887-1911*
For th e  l a s t  y ea r of p u b l ic a t io n  a t o t a l  o f 7 ,307  t i t l e s  was re c o rd e d , 
b e s id e s  a  la rg e  number of book review s* In  19&5 th e  to ta l ,  number o f 
w orthw hile o r s ig n i f ic a n t  monographs o r s e p a ra te  p u b l ic a t io n s  on O r ie n ta l  
s tu d ie s  produced i n  Europe as a  whole was e s tim a te d  by me to  be i n  th e  
re g io n  o f 2500 t i t l e s .  "W orthwhile o r s ig n i f ic a n t "  of co u rse  depends on a  
s u b je c tiv e  v a lu e  judgments i n  t h i s  case  i t  means th o se  which th e  L ib ra r ia n  
of SOAS th o u g h t i t  w orthw hile to  buy f o r  h i s  L ib rary#  N a tu ra l ly  a  l o t  of 
books p u b lish e d  a re  f o r  p o p u la r  consum ption o r  of t o p i c a l  i n t e r e s t  on ly  and 
have no p la c e  i n  a le a rn e d  l i b r a r y ,  bu t t h i s  does no t o f co u rse  mean th a t  i t  
i s  no t w orthw hile  to  l i s t  th e  rem ain ing  t i t l e s  i n  a  b ib lio g ra p h y *  The 
f ig u re  o f 2500 th e re fo re  i s  no in d ic a t io n  o f what i s  p u b lish e d  an n u a lly  on 
O r ie n ta l  s tu d ie s ,  bu t we shou ld  o b v io u sly  be s a fe  i n  assum ing t h a t  5000 
t i t l e s  a re  p u b lish e d  about A sia  i n  Europe a lo n e , a  h a l f  of w hich any good 
l i b r a r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  whole re g io n  would want to  acq u ire*

What would be th e  number o f important a r t i c l e s  on O r ie n ta l  and A sian 
s tu d ie s  p u b lish e d  i n  European p e r io d ic a l s  and c o l le c t iv e  p u b l ic a t io n s  i n  a  
y e a r?  As f a r  as I  know no one has ev er su p p lie d  a  f ig u r e  f d r  t h i s  * But 
on th e  b a s is  o f a  s in g le  year's p ro d u c tio n  of th e  SOAS academ ic s t a f f  i t  
would seem th a t  f iv e  a r t i c l e s  a re  p u b lish e d  f o r  ev ery  s in g le  monograph, 
and i f  t h i s  i s  a  ty p i c a l  sample (and I  know of no re a so n  why i t  sh o u ld , or 
should  n o t b e ) ,  th e n  we m ight expect th a t  25,000 a r t i c l e s  a re  p u b lish e d  
about A sia  every  y ea r i n  Europe* Not a l l  o f th e s e  a re  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  o f 
c o u rse . I f  we look  a t  th e  problem  from  a d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t ,  a t  l e a s t  2 ,000 
s ig n i f ic a n t  a r t i c l e s  a re  p u b lish e d  eveyy y e a r  i n  W estern  languages on 
Is lam ic  s u b je c t s .  By what f a c t o r  shou ld  we m u ltip ly  t h i s ,  by 3 , 4  o r 5> to  
g e t a  re a so n a b le  approxim ate f ig u r e  f o r  th e  w orld  p ro d u c tio n  r a t e  of 
p e r io d ic a l  a r t i c l e s  i n  W estern languages about A sia?

W hatever f ig u r e  we e v e n tu a lly  a r r iv e  a t ,  i t  i s  o b v io u sly  go ing  to  be 
v a s t ly  i n  ex cess  o f th e  f ig u r e  o f 7,300 f o r  th e  O r ie n ta l is c h e  B ib lio g ra p h ic  
o f 1911* We must perhaps g ive  up a l l  hope now t h a t  anyone w i l l  ev er be 
a b le  to  p u b lis h  an annual OB a g a in : an a ttem pt was made a f t e r  th e  war bu t
i t  r e s u l te d  i n  f a i l u r e .  I t  may no lo n g e r be n e c e ssa ry  t o  aim a t  a  com plete 
OB i n  view of th e  mary e x c e l le n t  p a r t i a l  b ib l io g ra p h ie s  b e in g  produced in  
v a r io u s  p la c e s ,  bu t th e  whole i s  p ro b ab ly  s t i l l  g r e a te r  t h a t  th e  sum of i t s  
p a r t s  and th e  p a r t s  would be even b e t t e r  i f  th e y  had good e x te n s iv e  g e n e ra l 
b ib l io g ra p h ie s  to  draw on. What i s  needed, i n  my o p in io n , and i n  t h i s  I  
am on ly  fo llo w in g  up a  su g g e s tio n  made by G-audefroy-Demombynes i n  1948, i s  
f o r  every  n a t io n  to  com pile i t s  own l i s t  o f p u b l ic a t io n s  i n  any form  and 
is s u e  t h i s  every  y e a r .  C o n s id e ra tio n  might a ls o  be g iven  to  th e  m arking i n  
some way o f th o se  t i t l e s  reg a rd ed  as of i n t e r n a t io n a l  im portance f o r  
s c h o la rs h ip . For a lth o u g h  th e  ta s k  o f com piling  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  OB would 
be in s u p e ra b le , t h a t  o f  com piling  a n a t io n a l  OB would be a  r e l a t i v e l y  easy 
one. Indeed , s e v e ra l  c o u n tr ie s  a t  p re s e n t  is s u e  s im ila r  b ib l io g ra p h ie s  f o r  
A fr ic a n  s tu d ie s ,  and one a t  l e a s t ,  th e  USSR, p u b lis h e s  an annu al l i s t  o f

O rie n ta l  b ib lio g ra p h y
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b o th  A sian and A fric a n  s tu d ie s .  From experience  I  doubt i f  a n a t io n a l  l i s t  
f o r  B r i t i a n  would in v o lv e  much more th a n  a f u l l  w eek 's work f o r  a s in g le  
p e rso n .

I f  we could  o rg an ize  th e  r e g u la r  co m p ila tio n  o f such n a t io n a l  
b ib l io g ra p h ie s  by a l l  th e  main European (and  ex tra -E u ro p ean ) c o u n tr ie s  we 
would have a  t r u l y  s o l id  b a s is  f o r  a l l  o th e r  b ib l io g ra p h ic a l  work and i n  
a d d i t io n  a r e l i a b l e  in s tru m en t w ith  which to  to p  up our norm al book 
s e le c t io n  a c t i v i t i e s .

Books from  A sia
The d i s t in c t i o n  I  have drawn betw een th e  needs of th e  hum anities 

s c h o la r  and th e  s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t  may not be te n a b le ,  bu t i t  seems th a t  i f  
th e  fo rm er i s  b e s t p ro v id ed  f o r  by th e  co m p ila tio n  of ca ta lo g u es*  c a le n d a rs , 
in v e n to r ie s ,  b ib l io g ra p h ie s  and in d ex es , what th e  l a t t e r  needs mdst i s  an 
abundant supp ly  of l i t e r a t u r e  o f a l l  ty p e s ,  from  government p u b lic a t io n s  to  
c h i ld r e n 's  books, em anating from th e  d ev e lop ing  c o u n tr ie s .  That t h i s  i s  
f u l l y  reco g n ized  i n  th e  U.S.A. i s  dem onstrated  by th e  e s tab lish m e n t of 
a c q u is i t io n s  c e n tre s ,  under P u b lic  Law 480, i n  In d ia , P a k is ta n , I s r a e l ,  
In d o n e s ia  and th e  U.A.R. which i n  1967-68 p ro v id ed  to  some tw enty  l i b r a r i e s  
from  In d ia  a  t o t a l  o f 170,000 new spapers, 265,370 s e r i a l s  and 104,800 
monographs; from  P a k is ta n  50 ,56 1 , 90 ,638 , and 11,877 i n  th e  s e v e ra l  
c a te g o r ie s ;  and, from  th e  U.A.R. 170,627, 35*217 an -̂ 12 ,906 . There a re  no 
e x a c tly  com parable f ig u r e s  a v a i la b le  f o r  a c q u is i t io n s  by l i b r a r i e s  i n  G reat 
B r i t i a n  and elsew here ( to  c o l le c t  them would be an o p e ra tio n  of q u ite  m ajor 
expense) b u t i t  i s  c le a r  t o  everyone th a t  we a re  f a l l i n g  v e ry  f a r  behind 
th e  a d d it io n s  made to  American l ib r a r i e s *

I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e v ise  a  fo rm u la  to  work out th e  p e rcen tag e  
of one c o u n try 's  l i t e r a t u r e  p ro d u c tio n  t h a t  i d e a l l y  ought to  be a v a i la b le  
to  th e  u se rs  o f l i b r a r i e s  i n  any o th e r  co u n try . Obviously th e r e  in e v i ta b ly  
comes a  tim e when a  sc h o la r  must v i s i t  th e  c o u n try  whose language or c u l tu re  
he i s  s tu d y in g , bu t such v i s i t s  a re  expensive and can ta k e  p la c e  only to o  
in f r e q u e n t ly .  And th e  p re c io u s  tim e spen t i n  th e  co u n try  can be much b e t t e r  
employed i n  ta k in g  advantage of f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i la b le  only  on th e  spot and 
shou ld  not have to  be decim ated by re a so n  of th e  need t o  c o n su lt  th e  lo c a l  
l i t e r a t u r e  which cou ld  la r g e ly  have been a n t ic ip a te d  b e fo re  th e  v i s i t .
F or th e  s tu d y  o f In d ia  and P a k is ta n  s in c e  1952, when th e  f i r s t  U .S. 
a c q u is i t io n s  c e n tre s  were s e t  up and f o r  th e  s tu d y  of. o th e r  A sian  c o u n tr ie s  
from  c o rresp o n d in g ly  l a t t e r  p e r io d s ,  i t  i s  c le a r  t h a t ,  as -Mr* S u tto n  s a id ,  
u n le s s  s e r io u s  thoug h t i s  g iven  to  im proving th e  p re se n t s i tu a t i o n ,
European s c h o la rs  w i l l  be a t  a  g re a t  d isad v an tag e  compared w ith  t h e i r  
American co lle ag u es  i n  re s p e c t  o f th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i la b le .  I  have h eard  
of a  p la n  being  mooted by IFLA i n  Europe f o r  th e  e s tab lish m e n t o f a  l i b r a r y  
to  c o l le c t  th e  p u b l ic a t io n s  o f th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  w hich, i t  i s  hoped, 
w i l l  be a b le  to  draw on th e  f a c i l i t i e s  a lre a d y  s e t  up by th e  Americans i n  
th e s e  c o u n tr ie s .  T h is , i f  i t  m a te r ia l iz e s ,  may p ro v id e  th e  answer to  th e  
problem , bu t a g re a t many d i f f i c u l t i e s  rem ain  to  be surm ounted.

The annual c o s t o f th e  P .L .48O c e n tre s  was e s tim a ted  i n  1964 t o  be
0550,000 f o r  th e  D elh i c e n t r e ,  $90,000 f o r  t h a t  i n  K arachi and $150,000 f o r  
th e  one i n  C a iro . In  a d d i t io n ,  every  r e c i p i e n t  l i b r a r y  p a id  $6,900 i n  
h ard  cu rren cy  tow ards th e  c o s t of th e  c e n t r a l iz e d  c a ta lo g u in g  of th e  books 
re c e iv e d  from  In d ia  and P a k is ta n  and $1,900 f o r  th o se  from C a iro . C lea rly  
few  o th e r c o u n tr ie s  cou ld  con tem plate  ex p en d itu re  on t h i s  s c a le  f o r  l ib r a r y  
n eed s . We i n  England have been lo o k in g  in to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a poor 
m an's P .L .48O c e n tre  i n  New-Delhi to  c o l le c t  In d ia n  p u b lic a t io n s  i n  a l l

23



lan g u ag es: th e  c o s t on a  co n se rv a tiv e  e s tim a te  would be i n  th e  re g io n  o f 
£5,000 o r ^12,000 a  y e a r  and to  t h i s  th e  c o s t o f buying and t r a n s p o r t in g  
th e  books would have to  be added, and .since we a re  a  sm a ll c o u n try , a  ̂very  
few co p ie s  or even a  s o l i t a r y  copy o f most p u b lic a t io n s  would be s u f f i c i e n t  
f o r  our n eed s , so th a t  th e  number o f l i b r a r i e s  which would be ab le  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  would be v e ry  sm a ll.

Canada a ls o  has b lo ck ed -cu rren cy  c r e d i t s  a t  i t s  d is p o s a l  i n  In d ia :  
r e c e n t ly  an a c q u is i t io n s  c e n tre  has been s e t  up t o  se rv e  th e  needs of t h i s  
coun try  by c o l le c t in g  fo u r  co p ies  o f every  p u b l ic a t io n  i n  E n g lish  and one 
o f th o se  i n  In d ia n  lan g u ag es . The annual budget o f t h i s  c e n tre  i s  e s tim a ted  
to  be i n  th e  re g io n  of 250,000 ru p ees  o r £ 14>000.

The N eth erlands a lso  has p la n s  f o r  a  c e n tre  i n  D ja k a r ta  to  c o l le c t  
p u b lic a t io n s  f o r  i t s  l i b r a r i e s .  A ll  th e s e  o p e ra tio n s  in d ic a te  o le a r ly  a 
r e a l i z a t i o n  by l i b r a r i a n s  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  methods of o rd e r in g  from  
b o o k s e l le r s ,  o r by exchanges betw een i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a re  by no means adequate  
fern? o b ta in in g  p u b lic a t io n s  from  c o u n tr ie s  whose p u b lis h in g  and b o o k se llin g  
s e r v ic e s ,  l ik e  many o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a re  s t i l l  s e r io u s ly  under-developed*

T h is s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be w ith  us f o r  some tim e y e t .  
P u b l ic a t io n  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  bound t o  in c re a s e  as c o u n tr ie s  develop bu t i t  
w i l l  be some tim e b e fo re  i t  i s  as easy  t o  o b ta in  p u b l ic a t io n s  from  a l l  
A sian  c o u n tr ie s  as i t  i s  from  I s r a e l  and Japan  and even th e r e  th e  U .S.A. 
th in k s  i t  w orthw hile to  have a  P .L .48 0  c e n tre  i n  th e  one, and a  T i t l e  I I  
( c )  o f f ic e  i n  th e  o th e r .  On th e  one hand , i t  seems to  me, we must develop  
c o -o p e ra tiv e  arrangem ents f o r  o b ta in in g  p u b lic a t io n s  from  A sia  on b e h a lf  o f 
Europe and a t  th e  same tim e encourage and s t im u la te  th e  developm ent of 
in d iv id u a l  p u b lish in g  and b o o k se llin g  a c t i v i t i e s  lo o k in g  ahead always to  
th e  tim e when th e se  arrangem ents w i l l  no lo n g e r be n e c e s sa ry .

I t  i s  by no means my w ish to  be thoug h t to  be concerned  on ly  w ith  th e  
needs o f my own l i b r a r y ,  o r w ith  th o se  o f my c o u n try  a s  a  w hole, o r indeed  
o f Europe as a  whole. Every A sian  c o u n try  has th e  same problem  i n  r e s p e c t  
of th e  p u b l ic a t io n s  o f ev ery  o th e r  A sian  c o u n try  and any m easures t h a t  can 
be ta k e n  to  improve th e  in te rc h a n g e  o f books betw een a l l  c o u n tr ie s  w i l l  
in e v i ta b ly  b e n e f i t  th e  A sian  c o u n tr ie s  to o .  Por w hile  my t a l k  today  i s  
concerned w ith  th e  problem s of O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i e s  I  am v e ry  conscious 
a l l  th e  tim e t h a t  th e r e  a re  O r ie n ta l  l i b r a r i e s  as  w e ll ,  i n  A s ia  i t s e l f ,  
w ith  whom many of us have e x c e l le n t  r e l a t i o n s  which we a re  concerned ev e r 
to  m a in ta in  and develop .

I .A .O .L .
A lthough l ib r a r y  m a tte rs  have from  tim e  to  tim e been d isc u sse d  a t  th e  

I n te r n a t io n a l  Congress of O r i e n t a l i s t s  i t  was a t  th e  27 th  ICO h e ld  i n  Ann 
Arbor i n  th e  summer o f 1967 th a t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e a  p a n e l  of O r ie n ta l i s t  
l ib r a r i a n s  h e ld  a  s e r ie s  o f m ee tin g s. P ap ers were re a d  by d is t in g u is h e d  
A sian l i b r a r i a n s  and o th e rs  on O r ie n ta l  c o l le c t io n s  i n  th e  Near and M iddle 
E a s t ,  South A sia , S ou th -E ast A sia  and th e  P ar E a s t ,  and o th e r  p la c e s .
These p a p e rs  a re  now being  p rep a red  f o r  p u b l ic a t io n .  At th e  end of th e  
m eetings th e  d e c is io n  was ta k e n  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n  
o f O r ie n ta l i s t  L ib ra r ia n s ,  based  on a  fram ework o f r e g io n a l  and n a t io n a l  
g roups, which might meet whenever an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co n g ress  was h e ld  t o  • 
d isc u ss  m a tte rs  of g e n e ra l i n t e r e s t .  A lthough founded, IAOL has no t r e a l l y  
got o f f  th e  ground as y e t .  A few  g e n e ra l  d e c is io n s  were ta k e n  a t  Ann A rbor
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on th e  k in d  of work t h a t  such an a s s o c ia t io n  might do, s u b s c r ip t io n  r a t e s  
were f ix e d  bu t no one has y e t  been asked to  pay a  s u b s c r ip t io n .  R e p re se n t- ' 
a t iv e s  were e le c te d  f o r  th e  main re g io n s  o f A sia  as w e ll as f o r  E aste rn ' ' * 
and W estern  Europe, N orth and South A m erica. I t  i s  p lanned  to  i s s u e ,  r - .
in e v i ta b ly ,  a N e w sle tte r , As I  see  i t  th e  main ta s k s  to  which th e  
A sso c ia tio n  might tu rn  i t s  a t t e n t io n  a re  th o se  which I  have a lre a d y  \  
m entioned: s t im u la tio n  o f th e  p ro d u c tio n  of ca ta lo g u es  o f MSS., c a len d a rs  
o f a rc h iv e s , in v e n to r ie s  o f p a p y r i ,  G-enizah fragm en ts and s im ila r  documents; 
th e  r e g u la r  p ro d u c tio n  of com plete w orld-w ide b ib lio g ra p h ie s  o f A sian and 
O r ie n ta l  s tu d ie s ;  th e  c o l le c t io n  of p u b lic a t io n s  from  A sian c o u n tr ie s .
But th e re  shou ld  be a two-way t r a f f i c ,  in to  A sia  as w e ll as out of A sia . 
There shou ld  be no su g g es tio n  th a t  IAOL e x i s t s  to  e x p lo it  A sia  f o r  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f non-A sian .

We hope and expect our A sian co lle ag u es  to  h e lp  us improve our l ib r a r y  
c o l le c t io n s  i n  supp ort o f A sian s tu d ie s ,  bu t we must ask  o u rse lv es  what we 
can do to  h e lp  them , perhaps by way o f supp ly in g  our p u b lic a t io n s  on A sian 
(o r  even non-A sian) s tu d ie s ,  a s s i s t i n g  w ith  th e  t r a i n i n g  of t h e i r  
l i b r a r i a n s ,  a rra n g in g  exchanges of p e rso n n e l, h e lp in g  w ith  t h e i r  b ib l io 
g ra p h ic a l  p r o je c ts  and th e  l i k e .

A w orld-w ide o rg a n iz a tio n  such as IAOL cannot hope to  meet very  o f te n :  
perhaps o n ly  a t  IC O 's, once every  th r e e  y e a r s ,  w i l l  i t  be p o s s ib le  f o r  
members from  some re g io n s  to  get to g e th e r  and exchange views and news i n  
d is c u s s io n .  The main work w i l l  go on i n  n a t io n a l  or r e g io n a l  g roups. We 
cou ld  perhaps con tem plate  an annual conference  fbr W estern European or 
E a s te rn  European O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i a n s  o r ,  b e t t e r  s t i l l ,  f o r  b o th .
N a tio n a l g ro u p s, however, a re  f a i r l y  in ex p en siv e  to  o rg an ize  and can meet 
q u i te  f re q u e n tly ..  In  th e  l a s t  few y e a rs  i n  B r i t a in  a  number o f such groups 
have been m eeting r e g u la r ly  tw ice  or th r e e  tim es a  y e a r .  An account o f 
t h e i r  work may be u s e f u l .

For some tim e now we have had a jo in t  committee of l i b r a r i a n s  sponsored 
by th e  A sso c ia tio n  of B r i t i s h  O r ie n ta l i s t  and SCONTJL. T h is body i s  though t 
by some o f us t o  have been o f r a th e r  l im ite d  u s e fu ln e s s . The need f o r  i t  
to  r e f e r  on o ccasio n  to  th e  two spo n so rin g  b o d ies  was a  d isad v an tag e , i t s  
m eetings were r a th e r  la rg e  and in e v i ta b ly ,  because few l i b r a r i e s  a re  
in t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  whole of A sia , a g re a t d e a l  of th e  b u s in e ss  t ra n s a c te d  
was of l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  t o  a  g re a t  many of th o se  who a tte n d e d . I t s  g re a t 
achievem ent, however, was i t s  s t im u la t io n  of and ad v iso ry  work i n  conn ection  
w ith  th e  Union ca ta lo g u e  o f A sian  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  which i s  m ain ta in ed  a t  SOAS, 
and to  which some f o r ty  l i b r a r i e s  i n  th e  co u n try  r e p o r t  t h e i r  access io n s  
from  A sian  c o u n tr ie s .  In  th e  i n t e r e s t s  of p ro c e d u ra l s im p l i f ic a t io n  ABO 
has now w ithdraw n i t s  sp o n so rsh ip  and th e  com m ittee i s  a  sub-com m ittee of 
SCONUL: i t  c o n s is ts  s o le ly  of l i b r a r i a n s .  I  hope t h a t  i t  w i l l  agree  a lso  
to  a c t as a n a t io n a l  committee w ith in  th e  IAOL fram ework, and t h a t  i t  w i l l  
a rran g e  an annual conference  to  which fo re ig n  l ib r a r i a n s  can be in v i te d .

Two such co n fe ren ces have been h e ld  i n  1966 and 1967 a t  SOAS.
O ste n s ib ly  c a l le d  to  co n sid e r th e  problem  of th e  a c q u is i t io n  of p u b lic a t io n s  
from  A sia , th e  second o f th e s e  a ls o  co n sid ered  th e  fu tu r e  of th e  n a t io n a l  
l i b r a r y  c o l le c t io n s  i n  F ar E a s te rn  languages on th e  b a s is  of a recommend
a t io n  subm itted  by a l l  p ro fe s so rs  of F ar E a s te rn  su b je c ts  i n  th e  c o u n try .
The f i r s t  proposed r e g u la r  m eetings o f . l ib ra r ia n s  and sc h o la rs  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  th e  v a r io u s  A sian  re g io n s  on the p a t te r n  o f one which had a lre a d y  been 
s e t  up f o r  th e  Near and Middle Easto In  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s ,  th e r e  now e x is t  
l i b r a r y  groups f o r  C hina, Japan , South A sia  and S ou th -E ast A s ia . They
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a l re ad y  have c o n s id e ra b le  achievements to  t h e i r  c r e d i t  and prom ise w e ll  f o r  
t f e  fu tu re #  The re a so n  f o r  t h e i r  e x is te n c e  i s  t o  ensu re  t h a t  more m a te r ia l  

"needed f o r  s c h o la r ly  r e s e a rc h  comes in to  th e  co u n try  from  A sia  th ro u g h  th e  
"Avoidance o f u n n ecessary  and w a s te fu l  d u p l ic a t io n  betw een l i b r a r i e s .  They 
p ro v id e  a  forum  where l ib r a r i a n s  can meet th o se  f o r  whose needs th e y  a re  
p ro v id in g  and c o n s ti tu te  u s e fu l  p o s t  boxes f o r  th e  in te rc h a n g e  o f 
in fo rm a tio n . A ll  o f th e  groups have com piled o r a re  com piling  un ion  l i s t s  
o f p e r io d ic a ls  p u b lish e d  i n  t h e i r  re g io n s :  th e s e  a re  b e in g  used no t on ly  
a s  gu ides g iv in g  lo c a t io n s  but a ls o  as th e  b a s is , f o r  s tu d ie s  d esig n ed  to  
in d ic a te  what i s  no t b e in g  re c e iv e d .

Thus, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  we f in d  th a t  o f th e  c u rre n t non-governm ent 
p e r io d ic a l  p u b lic a t io n s  be ing  re c e iv e d  by American l i b r a r i e s  th ro u g h  th e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  P .L .48O c e n tre s  i n  D e lh i, K arachi and Dacca we i n  B r i t a in  
r e c e iv e  648 or 34»5$. We now have to  ask  o u rse lv e s  w hether t h i s  p ro p o r t io n  
i s  adequate  f o r  our needs o r w hether we shou ld  seek to  in c re a s e  i t *  The 
South A sia  group i s  a ls o  c o n s id e r in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f an a c q u is i t io n s  
o f f ic e  i n  In d ia  s im ila r  to  th e  one Canadian l i b r a r i e s  have s e t  up under th e  
S h a s t r i  Memorial scheme. I t  has a ls o  been re s p o n s ib le  f o r  c o -o p e ra tiv e  
arrangem ents whereby more newspapers from  In d ia  a re  o b ta in e d  by th e  
c o u n try 's  l i b r a r i e s .

S ou th -E ast A sian stud ies a re  pursued  a t  o n ly  two u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  th e  
c o u n try , bu t th e  group concerned w ith  t h a t  a re a  a rran g es m eetings which a re  
a tte n d e d  a ls o  by c o lle a g u e s  from  H olland and i s  th e  on ly  one which so f a r  
h as  members from  o u ts id e  th e  c o u n try . My hope i s  t h a t  a l l  o f th e  groups 
w i l l  develop i n  t h i s  d i r e c t io n ,  f o r  a  l o t  o f th e s e  problem s cannot be 
Solved i f  co n ta in ed  w ith in  n a t io n a l  b o u n d a rie s .

I  do no t know i f  what I  have t o l d  you about t h i s  g lu t  o f  com m ittees 
i n  B r i t a in  and elsew here ap p a ls  you. I  do n o t know i f  a  s im ila r  a r ra n g e 
ment i n  any o th e r  c o u n try  would be d e s i r a b le .  Speaking p e r s o n a l ly ,  my work 
has c e r t a in ly  in c re a s e d  trem endously  s in c e  th e s e  v a rio u s  com m ittees were 
s e t  up as I  have to  a t te n d  a l l  o f t h e i r  m ee tin g s . And though  I  am by no 
means a "good committee man" (one o f my f a v o u r i te  say in g s  b e ing  t h a t  "a  
camel i s  a  h o rse  d esig n ed  by a  com m ittee") n e v e r th e le s s  I  am convinced of 
th e  u se fu ln e s s  o f m eeting  from  tim e to  tim e o n e 's  c o lle a g u e s  firom o th e r  
u n iv e r s i t i e s  and members o f  th e  c l i e n t e l e  th e y  s e rv e , and t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
m eetings a re  so much more i n t e r e s t i n g  th a n  n a t io n a l  ones t h a t  I  hope when 
th e  tim e comes you w i l l  a l l  jo in  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c ia tio n  o f 
O r ie n ta l i s t  l i b r a r i a n s .
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