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MESSAGE BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

The inauguration of the Sri Lanka National Library Project is a significant landmark in
the educational, social and cultural history of Sri Lanka.

A National Library is the mirror that reflects the unique features of national and cultural
identity. It is intended to be a model for all libraries. It will be the premier Research Library
as well. '

This National Library will play the role of a central documentation and information centre.
It will be the responsibility of the National Library to collect and preserve all publications and
documents published on Sri Lanka both here and abroad. Similarly, it has to collect and pre-
serve publications and documents of international importance. In view of this, our National
Library will be the “grand repository of knowledge and wisdom.” It should prove to be a
valuable asset to scholars, researchers and to the general public.

The Sri Lanka National Library has the onerous responsibility of leading the way. It must
contribute it'sshare to national development. | am confident that the Sri Lanka National Library
would live upto these ideals and expectations. May our National Library grow to be a great
light that will illuminate our lives. May it be a beacon that shows us the path to prosperity
and morality.

e

R. Premadasa |

President of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka
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MESSAGE SENT BY THE HON. PRIME MINISTER

It is with much pleasure that | am sending a message on the occasion of the inauguration
of the National Library of Sri Lanka-the opening of which is a very important landmark in Sri
Lanka's educational and cultural history.

Our country which has a very high literacy rate in Asia has libraries which have reached
international standards during the past many centuries. Whilst the art of writing in Sri Lanka
goes back to the 3rd and 4th centuries B.C. it has now been revealed through recent archaeologi-
cal finds that the history of writing goes even further back by a few centuries.

The libraries that in the past were known as “Pothgul” were an integral part of Sni Lanka's
culture. During the Anuradhapura period libraries that were attached to prominent educational
Institutions such as the Maha Vihara and the Abhayagiri Vihara had an international reputation.
During this period eminent foreign scholars such as Buddhagosa Thero visited Sri Lanka for
research work in these libraries.

Sri Lanka which can lay claim to a proud and ancient history in libraries and writing has
now established a national library with the aim of improving and developing the present
library system. This is a cause for joy. A national library is an important cultural centre housing a
nation’s heritage.

The establishment of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board in 1970 is an important
step in the development of the national library. It is with pleasure that | note the numerous
services rended by the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board during the past 2 decades in
the development of the various types of libraries.

» | find that an enormous transformation for the better is going on in the country’s libraries
under the guidance of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board. It has been accepted inter-
nationally that the correct and efficient supply of information is vital for the development of a
nation. That the National Library of Sri Lanka will be an efficient and strong library able to reach
these goals is my wish.

| am grateful to the Chairperson, the Acting Director and the staff of the National Library
for the tremendous work done by them in the Opening of the National Library.

PG
-
D. B. Wijetunga,

Prime Minister of
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION SERVICES

It is with much pleasure that | am sending this message on the occasion of the inauguration
of the National Library of Sri Lanka, by His Excellency tne President. Libraries and information
Centres are very important in the development of a nation.

The success of every person in our society, be it the ordinary citizens, school children,
students of higher educational institutions, researchers, public servants, policy planners, politi-
cians, etc. all depend on the correct supply of information. Thus Library and information services
play a vital role in the national development.

As the Minister of Education Services, | am very glad on behalf of my government that the
National Library is ready for opening, so that some of these onerous duties can be performea.

Today there is a world wide consensus as to some of the services a National Library should
perform. A few which | consider most important are;

(1) Collection of a nation’s literature.

(2) Collection of foreign publications that are deemed necessary for the nation’s require-
ments.

(3) Publication of the National Bibliography.

(4) To act as the centre for bibliographical and information setvices.

» The absence of National Information Policy for Sri Lanka is a great draw back. The National
Library should therefore take prompt action to formulate the National Informational Policy. The
National Library should also take the lead in planning library services, library legislation, iibrary
standards and in the co-ordination of all library services. Special attention should te paid for
co-operation among the South Asia Region National Libraries and other Nationai Libraries in
the world. There is much work to be done in the improvement of this field.

| am confident the National Library of Sri Lanka will be able to face these chalienges,
taking into consideration the calibfe of the Chairperson and the Acting Director and staff of the

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.
il
Al e

/
Sunethra Ranasinghe,
Minister of Education Services,
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ARCHBISHOP'S MESSAGE

The greatness of a country can be gauged in various ways. Gne such criterion is to make
an appraisal of the literary works of its people.

Sni Lanka can be proud of a long history of her literary works. The archaeological and
historical findings have proved that they wrote on rock stones, clay tablets, ola leaves and on
paper even before the christian era.

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board is now setting up a National Librazy to
preserve all possible written works of Sri Lankans. This effort will no doubt bring a priceless
national treasure and talent under one roof for preservation for posterity. This National Library
will hopefully make available the works, thoughts and concepts of all sections of our people
Irrespective of race, creed and language enriching the multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-
lingual society of our country.

May the National Library of Sri Lanka be an edifice of unity and a store of national intel-
lectual wealth to all Sri Lankans.

)
+WUmar
Nicholas Marcus Fernando |
Archbishop of Colombo.
Archbishop’s House,
Colombo 8.

Sri Lanka. —



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP OF COLOMBO

A National Library for Sri Lanka is a much felt need; and we rejoice that this has become
a reality. :
We boast of a long history and of a culture for our country. No doubt we have to be-
queath to the generations that come after us this culture and in this National Library they
could read and study the documents both ancient and modern in which it is all recorded
for posterity.

However, it would be futile to live in the past and talk of its glories all the time
today. Nay rather the past must teach us to transform today into a glorious tomorrow.
We catch a glimpse of the past in order that we might see for ourselves today what is
possible. OQur forefathers did so much with so little and yet we who have been blessed
with so much must be enabled to do much more than we do at the present. This is the
rich heritage that we can pass on to our children and children’s children. And for this
task a National Library preserving the treasures of the past is utterly essential.

We wish this endeavour every success in the days ahead.

todoy 4. Grovaleagoam

Jabez J. Gnanapragasam
Bishop of Colombo.



MESSAGE BY SWAMI SAMPRAJNANANDA

| am glad to know that the National Library of Sri Lanka is going to be inaugurated in
Apri this year by His Excellency, the President.

The establishment of this National Library fulfills the long and keenly cherished need of
the Nation. It is the actualisation of the dream and vision which began as far back as 1955.
with the Choksy Commission Report on the Local Govt. Service.

There are numerous libraries-Public Libraries, School Libraries, Research Libraries
and other information centres- catering to the various needs of different people of the country.
But a National Library is unique and different from all these. It has an important role to play
at national and international level with its twin ideals.

(1) to acquire andconserve the whole production of published materials for the benefit
of the present and future generationsand to provide an able and efficient leadership
to other Libraries and Information Service; and

(2) to become an effective organic link with the other National Libraries of the World.

With these ideals of “domestic and foreign policies”, it becomes a fit vehicle for the ad-
vancement of the highest needs and aspirations of the nation and its people. Beinga  reposi-
tory of knowledge and learning, it tends to bring out their intellectual development. to help
cultivation of moral and ethical values and to inculcate the religious and spiritual disciplines.

2 Thus, the National Library with its various Schemes and Commitments, has a glorious
and useful function in shaping the destiny of the nation, by preserving and conserving the
national heritage at home and interpreting and promoting it abroad.

May this National Library grow to further heights spreading all round, in the service o
the nation; May the Lord Bless one and all who are associated with this ushering in, from the
top level executives to the grass root level .

‘M. h

Swami Samprajnananda

Vice President and Swami-in-Charge
Sri Ramakrishna Mission-Colombo.




MiESSAGE FROM COLOMBO GRAND MOSQUE

| have great pleasure in sending this message in connection with the Inaugural opening
of the National Library of Sri Lanka.

We, in Sri Lanka are very fortunate in that we have a high percentage in literary rate when
compared with other countries in the Third World. This in tum has created a thirst for know-
ledge mainly through reading. It is in this context that the opening of the National Library of
Sri Lanka could be seen as fuffilling a long-felt need of the research students and others engaged
In specialised studies. We enjoy a long tradition of scholars devoted to the deep leaming and
thelr works are now extant in ancient temples and Madrasas.

It is one of the aims of the National Library to collect and preserve valuable documents
now available in the form of Qla leaf and manuscripts. These are a heritage which should be
preserved and handed over to the posterity.

Leaming and seeking knowledge have been described as virtues by all religious leaders.
Where Islam is concemed, the very first verse revealed to Prophet Mohamed (on Whom Be
Peace) contained the command “IQRAH"-which means “READ". There is another chapter
entitled “THE PEN". Thus we see Islam lays great significance on reading and writing.

It is indeed fitting and encouraging that His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa, the
President, is opening the National Library of Sri Lanka and | in all sincerity wish the function
all success.

Moulavi Fazil M. H. Shahul Hameed Alim
(BAHJI & MAKKI)
President,
Supreme Council of all Thareequas and Katheeb,
Colombo Grand Mosque.



MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF UNESCO

On behalf of Unesco and in my own name, | am pleased to extend cordial greetings and
congratulations to the Government and People of Sri Lanka on the occasion of the official
inauguration of the new premises of the Republic's Nationai Library. The event marks a signi-
ficant date in the cultural life of Sri Lanka, and Unseco is glad to have been able to co-operate
with you in this project.

Libraries have a seminal function in modem societies. Spanning time and space, they
constitute a storehouse of the knowledge and perceptions wrested from Mature by the finest
human minds throughout the world and down the centuries. They constitute a key resource
inas much as they are constantly gererating new knowledge that can be placed in the service
of national development or contribute tc the collective knowiedge of the human species.

The National Library has a crucial role to play in fuffilling national information needs.
Whether through its role as ‘deposit library’, as the compiler of the national bibliography and
union catalogues, as the holder of large representative collections of foreign literature, or as
a source of advice and guidance for the library infrastructure as a whole, it has a pivotal func-
tion in the organization of national information resources.

In the modem world, technological developments and the demands of an increasingly
wide and diversified public are transforming the manner in which these functiors are fulfiliec.
Among other things, modern information and communication technology is opening up
exciting possibilities not only for the intemal management of information but also for inte-
gr’éting the national library in networks of information extending from the international to
the local level, thereby increasing end-user access to knowledge.

As the specialized agency within the United Nations system responsible for international
Intellectual co-operation, Unesco is gratified to have been involved, through its consultancy
services, in the design of Sri Lanka's National Library building. We hope that the completion
of this undertaking will serve as a powerful spur to the further development of the Republic's
library infrastructure and thereby contribute to its educational, scientific, cultural and overall
social progress.

Federico Mayor

J
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MESSAGE FROM INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF
LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS (IFLA)

It is my privilege to congratulate you on the inaugural opening of the National Library of
Sri Lanka,

It is an important event, not only for your country but also for international library coope-
ration.

| hope that the new National Library will be in the position to serve the country as is
required in the Nineties and that it will take part in the international information scene.

IFLA will be pleased to offer its professional assistance, if so desired.

Wishing you a successful future.

Sincerely,

Paul Nauta,
Secretary General of IFLA,

P.0.B. 95312,
2509, CH The Hague,
Netherlands.
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FROM THE CHAIRPERSON............

It is with great pleasure that | am giving this message to the souvenir that is to be published
to commemorate the inauguration of the National Library of Sri Lanka by His Excellency Rana-
singhe Premadasa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

| must first of all say a very special thank you to His Excellency the President for sending
a message to be included in the souvenir inspite of his many onerous duties.

My grateful thanks also go to Hon. D. B. Wijetunga, Prime Minister for sending a message
although he too has a very busy schedule. My sincere thanks also go to the Hon. Minister of
Education & Higher Education and to the Hon. Minister of Education Services for sending
messages. | must also thank all those other persons who sent messages to be published in this
souvenir, including the various religious dignitaries such as the Maha Nayaka Thero of the
Malwatte Chapter, the Archbishop of Colombo, Bishop of Colombo, Swami Samprajnananda
of the Ramakrishna Mission, and Al-Haj Moulana Shaul Hameed for their messages-their
cooperation has been indeed, very encouraging.

The opening of the National Library of Sri Lanka by His Excellency the President is a very
notable and historic event and fills a long felt national void.

This need for a National Library was keenly felt by scholars, librarians and the government
for several years. It was however in 1967 after the UNESCO Conference held in Colombo that
a decision was taken for the establishment of a national library and a national library system.
As a result, the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board was set up in 1970 by Act No. 17, and
one of its functions is the establishment and maintenance of the National Library of Sri Lanka.

/A National Library of any country is the centre round which the full information and library
needs rotate, eg. the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris, the Lenin Library in Moscow, the Library
of Congress in Washington, the British Library in the U.K. and closer to home the National
Library of India, the National Library of Singapore or the National Library of Malaysia. Our
National Library will be the core for library and information science. The functions and services
of the National Library are many and varied. But it can never exist on its own as it has to
depend on other libraries both here and abroad for bibliographical support, loans of books and
other material both print and non print as no library, not even a national library, can exist on
its own. It has to be part of a system, but the same time it has to be the major part.

It will receive, retrieve and disseminate information to all those who need it-be it a
library or an individual: For this purpose very sophisticated communication systems would
be necessary with personnel who are knowledgeable in data processing, data communi-
cation and systems development. This would mean the use of a wide range of equipment
including computers, facsimile machines, desk top publishing systems, C D-Rom drives and
other communication equipment.
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My sincere thanks go to the Minister of Education and Higher Education, Hon. Lalith
Athulathmudali, and to the Minister of Education Services, Hon. Mrs. Sunethra Ranasinghe for
their advice and assistance. My thanks also should go to and to Hon. W. J. M. Lokubandara,
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Information and Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, Minister of
Industries, Science and Technology and Late Mr. Lionel Jayatilake, then Hon. Minister of
Education Services, for their guidance.

| like to take this opportunity to thank all the post Chairmen & members of the National
Library Services Board, and the former Directors & former staff of the Board for their contribu-
tions in making the National Library a reality.

| am indeed very grateful to Mr. M. S. U. Amarasiri, the Acting Director, for his untiring
and efficient work for inaugurate the National Library and organising this ceremony. | must also
thank all the staff of the National Library Services Board for their dedicated work.

My sincere thanks go to all those others who have by their assistance and participation
helped us in numerous ways.

| should not forget to acknowledge the deep debt of gratitude | owe to the Maha Sangha
and other religious leaders for their advice to me at all times.

But at the same time we should not forget the concept that the National Library should
safeguard the heritage of the nation as the heritage represents the life and culture of the people-
both literary and artistic.

It is also binding on the National Library to retain and preserve for posterity and make
available to the public all information needed for research, planning and policy making.

Itis my good fortunate after 40 years in the field of ibraryand informationscience tobe
the Chairgerson of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board at the time of the inauguration
of the National Library.

I/LVI"\‘ (_.VU

Ishvari Corea,
Chairperson
Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board. '

Independence Avenug,
Coiombo (7.
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May our National Library
grow to be a great light that
will illuminate our lives.

% C'233 g32632S) ¢2006Q” 67)66@
BJoc32S
Lisf svrsjarr &s$trr,ntua (D&rr&<stléa (gfUf-iurjUdasr
&mrr§)ug)
President of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA'IS.........
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
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There are many views on what
constitutes a national library. Differences
of opinion are mainly due to the fact that
the constitution and functions of the
national library are always govemed by
national requirements.

However, there is a universal agree-
ment supported by a UNESCO declara-
tion that it is “the responsibility of a
national library to acquire and conserve
the whole of the production of published
materal for the benefit of present and
future generations.”

The main notion is that the National
Library should be the pre-eminent library
of the nation, though a library of last
resort, that it should provide consistent
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and able leadership to other libraries and
information services in the country and
that it should have organic links with other
national libraries of the world.

The national library does not exist in a
vaccum to serve the needs of an arid
sterile scholarship. Being the great re-
pository of knowledge it must surely
serve to advance the highest needs of
the nation, to meet the highest aspiration
of people, to assists in the process of
their intellectual and spiritual develop-
ment, their material progress and aesthetic
fulfilment.

THE ORIGINS OF THE NATIONAL

LIBRARY OF SRI LANKA

The origins of the National Library of
Sri Lanka can be traced back to the 19th
century. The establishment of the Govern-
ment Oriental Library (1870), the establ-
lishment of the National Museum Library
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(1871) and the Printers and Publishers
Ordinance (1885) can be identified as
the main initiatives for the National
Library of Sii Lanka.

The need of a National Liorary for Sri

“Lanka was keenly felt by the government,

scholars and librarians after independecne.
The report on the local Government
Service known as the Choksy report made
a clear case of this need as far back as
1955, Among other subsequent com-
missions that emphasised the need for a
National Library wheze the Commission
on the Colombo Public Library (Kandiah
Report 1958), the special commission
repot on Antiquities (Brohier Report)
and the Saiaries and Cadres Commission
(Wilmot Perera Report, 1959) as the
report on School Libraries in Ceylon, by
Harold V. Bonney, an UNESCC Library
Expert in 1360.

Since 1950, UNESCO organised a
series of conferences in various parts of
the world on the theme of Natiore!
Planning of Library Seivices, with specie:
reference 1o the estadlishment of Nationa!
Libraries as apex organisaticns. «n Decem-
ber 1957, the third meeting of Zxpers on
National Planning of .i2raries in Asia
was held in Colomae. A Natione! Liba
Deveicpment pian for Si anka was
formulated at this meeting.
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The plan had twin objectives:

1. Toassistlibrary authorities in orga-
nising and developing their services
as internal parts of the proposed
national system.

2. To set up a central library institu-
tionto be named the National
Library capable of taking their
leadership in the country's library
services and coordinating the
services of libraries belonging to
all other categories.

Prior to this conference: a UNESCO
expert, Ms Evelyn J. Evans visited Sri
Lanka in 1966 and was in Sri Lanka il
1970 as a special library adviser to the

- Government. She was the architect of the

present Library Services Board Act

SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY

SERVICES BOARD

This Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board, was established in 1970 under the
Act No. 17 of the Parliament of Sr
Lanka. The prime objective of this newly
founded institution was the fulfilment of
the long felt need for a National Library.
Consequently all other activities of the
board were geared towards the achieve-
ment of this goal
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Prof. Michael Brawne

The main problem encountered by the
Board was the acquisition of a suitable
site for the National Library. The present
site was chosen and, the building project
was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers
in 1974, The services of Prof. Michael
Brawne, Professor of the Department of
Architecture at the University of Bath,
UK who is an expert in Library architec-
wre were made available by UNESCO
for this Project.
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His Excellency the President presenting a Publication

At preliminary discussions, it was de-
cided that the UNESCO Expert be involved
in each of the planning and construction
stages. An agreement was reached under
which Prof. Brawne was to be responsible
for the initial design of the library building
and that the Chief Government Architect
would carry out further work preparing
constructional plans etc. in consultation
with Prof. Brawne, The UNESCO Con-
sultant visited Sri Lanka twice between
September 1974 and January 1975. Dur-
ing this time he travelled around the
country studying indigenous architecture
of ancient Buddhist temples. After this
visit he submitted his first report on the
selection of the site and design of the

1
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library. He was in Sri Lanka again between
December 1976 and January 1977 and
submitted a report on the preparation of
constructional drawings. He made a fur-
ther visit in January/February 1981 and
1984 when construction was well under
way to inspect progress made in the
construction work.

THE SITE OF THE NATIONAL

LIBRARY

In the construction of a National
Library the exellence of it's location is of
paramount importance. There are more
factors that have to considered in
the choice of a suitable site than are
dreamt of by uses yet, ultimately every-
thing is determined by the interests of -
it's users.

While every library ought to be ideally
sited in congenial sourroundings very
often public libraries are situated in very
congested places, in the heart and hub of

a city’s bustle.

So determined by inescapability of
practical considerations. Not so in the
case of a National Library, for there is too
much value at issue to risk 2nything but
near perfect conditions.
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A description of the location of our
National Library will demonstrate how
some of these conditions were met.

It is situated on Independence Avenue
in what is termed the Cultural Zone of

* Colombo. Within this zone can be found

the National ‘Archives, our immediate
neighbour, the Sri Lanka Foundation
institute  University of Colombo, the
National Museum, the Centre for Profes-
sional Associations, the Colombo Public
Library, the Royal Asiatic Society, (Sri
Lanka Branch,) the Natural Resources
Energy and Science Authority of Sri
Lanka, the Ceylon Institute of Scientific
and Industrial Research, the Sri Lanka
Television  Training  Institute,  Inde-
pendence Hall, the Planaetarium, the
Sri Lanka Institute of Development
Administration and  similar ~ organisa-
tions and buildings of national and cultural
significance.

The area is rich with greenery and
suffused with a lofty atmosphere and
academic calm.

In an effort to maintain these features,
the government has decided not to
permit the construction of any more
high rise buildings in the vicinity.

The 25 acres site has enviable ad-
vantages of being visible from many
angles up to a considerable distance.
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This enables 1t to be established in the
popular mind and view it as a national
monument of great impartance.

=

FUNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL

LIBRARY OF SR LANKA

1. Maintaining an outstanding and cen-
tral collection of Sri Lanka's liserature.

2. Collection of Ola leaf manuscripts and
other important national manuscripts.

3. Legal Deposit.

4. To maintain a foreign literature col-
lection. '

B. Publication of the Nationai Biblio-
graphy.

8. Act as the National Bibliographice:
Information Centre.

7. Publication of Catalogues and oter
Bibliographical aids of the other
major libraries in Sti Lanka. ‘

8. Coordinating Centre for Inter Library
Lending.

9. Coordinating Centre for Inter Library
Exchange.

10. Formulating Standards for Sii Lanka
Libraries and information felds.

11. Assisting in library and information
planning in Sri Lanka.

12. Research in fibray and information
science.

13, Library services for the biind and the
handicapped.
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14, Library Education and Training acti-
vities.

15, Assistbook publishing and the pro-
duction of other library material.

16. Promotion of reading habits.

| RESOURCES OF THE NATIONAL

LIBRARY

The National Library has been building
it's collection since the 1970’ through it's
acquisitions and exchange programmes.
The National Library was attributed the
Legal Deposit status by the Printers &
Publishers Act in 1976 which made pro-
visions to deposit a copy of each local
publication in the National Library.

Sri Lanka National Library Services
Board has exchange programmes with a
number of foreign national Libraries in-
cluding those of India, Australia, Malaysia,
Japan, USSR, USA and UK.

Gifts and donations of private collec-
tions to the National Library, designated
an approved charity since 1971, have also
contributed immensely to the growth of
the collection. :

The present stock of 150,000 volumes
will form the nucleus of the future national
collection which will eventually be ex-
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panded to accommodate around one
million volumes.

The present book stock of the National
Library consists of the following collec-
tions:

Ground Floor

Newspaper collection,
Periodical collection,
Main Reference collection.

First Floor

Main Sri Lanka collection,

Foreign literature collection,

Legal Deposit collection,

Manuscripts and Rare book collection,
Map collection,

Audio Visual collection.

Second Floor

UNESCO collection,

Special collection,

Library & Information Science
collection,

Folk lore collection.

ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT

The tree is one of the most expressive
symbols of nature. It signifies protection,
shade from the sun, as a souice of nourish-
ment and a place for calm refiections.
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Sessions at a Conference of Directors of National
Libraries

In the Buddhist context, a tree stands
for supreme enlightement.

It is a happy augury of the Consultant
Architect visualised the National Library
building as a big tree, a shelter from the
elements, with it's dominant feature a big
overhanging roof.

Along with the association of growth
here, of an organic structure driving roots
into, and drawing sustenance from our
native soil, is the idea of conservation and
longevity. Here too, the architect saw
the core of the building as a place of
endless rejuvenation, the air conditioned
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book stock running through the entire
buiiding afid forming it's heart,

The building is also intended to refelect
it's lofty purpose, to inspire a sense of awe
and wonder, and have, over and above,
all the appearances of a building that
has, in the words of the architect,
“something of the solidarity and weight
associated with traditional building, Like
the temple of the tooth and other im-
portant shrines”.

It is hoped that the building would be,
lke other national monuments—the
Museums, Independence Hall, the
Colombo Town Hall, the New Parliament
Building, symbols of our national cultural
aspirations and values.

This end, materiais that have emerged
from the soil of the country have been
used. Local hand wood, local. ciay tiles
on the floor, brick and concrete from the
enduring earth and rocks of our native
querries. The art wor o fcliow [ke
wise, by local artists, expressing the soul
of our people. The mural on the weil
depicting local vegitation is considera:
the largest mural in this part of the werle.

To enable the readers to have, in the
word of the English poet Andsew Miarve:
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Some Activities of the National Library.

“a green thought in a green shade”
there are reading areas which are naturally
ventilated where readers when weary,
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may refresh their eyes by resting them
on the lush greenery visible on all sides of
the building.

The library staff may similarly work in a
cool and tranquil atmosphere so conducive
to the creation, of a tranquil mind and
gracious temperament,

Like the core of the tree where the
vital sap pulses, in this zone will be the
ultimate treasure of the library, our national
treasure-all the priceless books, periodi-
cals, documents, newspapers, tapes and
micro films covering both print and non
print, audio visual that will remain in
the custody of the National Library for
the benefit of users for many, many

osgoln oo 8 88 wA8. grar surlgsni. years to come.
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