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- ‘CEYLOH_NATIOWAL_LIBRARY_S£RyICES_BOARD
* ■

Report for the year 1978 (01.01.1978 - 31.12.1978)
Prepared and submitted in terms of section 19(1)(d) 
of the Ceylon National Library Services Board Act 
NoV-17 of 1970.

i •’
The_Board

A new Board consisting of eight members had been appointed by the 
Hon. Minister of Education on 22 September 1977 under section 2 of the 
Ceylon National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970. On' 19 of 
October-1978 Mr. H.P, fjiriwardhane was appointed a member of *the Board 
in terms’of Section 2(,1)(b) of the Act. Thus by the 31st. of December,•. 1 i

1978 -the Board consisted of .nine members as stipulated in Section 2 
of the Act.

1'’ r 1
Seventeen Board Meetings, .were hj'J.d dating the year under review 

with an average attendance of .six .members per meeting.

Administration
2Z Ẑ bm ̂b Z  Ẑ ̂Z ̂b ZZ ̂Z *

I
I would like to mention that the administration of the functions 

of the Boarc. during the year was very satisfactory. The Assistant ii'
Director (Administration) Mr. L.A.-Gunawardhane who had been seconded', 
for service in the;Board reverted back to his substantive post in 
the Ministry of Education on the 31st of July, and tho resulting va- .: 
cancy was filled with the appointment of Mr. iC.A. Dharraasena of the 
University of Sri Lanka. Mr. Dharmasena joined the Board staff on the 
1st of September 1978. Thus the Board had its full complement of the
Administrative staff by th‘e 31st December, 1978. ' ■ - '

• • . »

Board Funds }

The balance of the Board funds at the begining of the year was
Rs.2596190*79» The Board received a grant'of its. 6 5 0 ,000.00 as recurrent yexnenditure „ „ _ */and a sum of Rs*1,000,000.00 as Capital Expenditure for the.construction
work of the National Library. The J tcer v;o.s released to the Director
of Buildings. By 31st of December, 1978 fo.3802102 . 7 6  remained in the'

\Board Fund, and the value of fixed assets were as follows:"
(a) Land and buildings - Construction work of

the National Library - work'-incomplete' Rs.2425000.00

2/= .........



(b) Furniture and office equipment
%(c) Motor vehicle

(d) Library equipment
(e) Library books
(f) Library books, National Library Collection

Rs . 68 f 5 1 2 • RO
7220. k* 

62.ki0.6e7 
2k?3k0.78 
5'2,2k7. ,

' The Board continued to maintain îts Bank Accounts with the People's 
Bank at park Street Branch. The balance standing to the credit of the 
Board a^.thptJpegining of the year was Rs.7k8k7.7k which increased to 
tot 137807.56! at the end of the -year*

A sum of Rs.9515*00 has been deposited in the National * Savings
f

Bank as cash securities of the Board employees. In addition to this a 
sum of Rs.169337*50 has been deposited as a fixed deposit in the people's

i it:... I- . l'-~Bank, park Street Branch and a sum of Rs.600,000.00 was deposited in 
the Treasury under Section l6(k) of the CNLSB Act.v • »■

The Auditor General's Report on the Board's Financial Management for 
the previous year stated as follows:

1

"1 am of opinion that the accounts presented have been 
satisfactorily prepared on the basis of generally accep­
ted" accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with 
with that adopted in the previous year."

Special attention has been paid by the Randy Regional Office 
towards the development of 2k school and public libraries in the 
new electorates created in Kandy, Regalle, Rurunegala, Anuradhapura,
Monaragala and Nuwara Eliya Districts. Under the usual programme

■of 'Library Development' in general, satisfactory progress has been 
made in organization, assistance and advice, training personnel in 
the school and Public libraries in.the revenue districts of Randy, . 
Anuradhapura, Matale, Monaragala and Nuwara Eliya..

• ■* A .

Technical Services

TheJBoard undertook the reorganization of 12 public libraries 
and 12 schpol libraries in the new electorates, during this year. 
Donation of books to the value of Rs. 1000.00 p.er library was made with

.3/=. i
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a view to improving the book stocks of the respective libraries.*• .
Necessary steps, were, also taken to reorganize the technicalfser-' 
vices of the public and School Libraries in the following areas - 
of work: -Af..;v» '-. f.v'

(a) Development of Library resources
(b) Organization and Administration of Library Material's-;andf :

Services , fy-> r
(c) Dissemination of Knowledge and Information

■ t

Book Loan Service
. ■ ■ ' ; l r ''!Under-the Book Loan Service Programme which commenced in September 

1975* these services were extended to 2^ libraries by the Head Office 
and kO libraries by the Kandy Regional Office, an increase.of 9 over! 
the previous year's number.

Library Exhibitions *

Three Library Exhibitions were held in the Districts of .Nuw'ara.theEliya, Matale and Kogalle under the direction of/Kandy Regional Office. 
The exhibition held in- Kegalle District was- organized on the oc£as£i,on 
of laying the foundation stone for the Dudly Senunayake Memorial Lib­
rary and the other exhibitions were aimed at demonstrating, tho p^qgress, 
of Library Services over the years in the respective districts.

Services r.l •% ■
t * 4 ■ ■ * •*.

Books and library equipment to the value of Ks.39586.43 wore.' h.. ’» ‘
donated toSchool and Public Libraries during the year. Steps werej. \ 
taken by the Board to inspect and provide - technical service and assis- ■ 
tancc to a total of 20^ libraries.

■ r-< ■•! .
. . 1 . ‘ ifi. *

Seminars were conducted, on evaluation of Library Services in
i

general the common problems of library administration as well as . 
problems of individual libraries where an attempt was made to find 
suitable solutions. A special one day seminar was held at the Rataa- 
pura Town Council for 50 Rural Development Officers. -wi ■■■ -?

l
Library Training Courses were conducted for untrained library



k

personnel under the Library Education Programme as in the previous year 
both by the Head Office and the Kandy Regional Office. Under this pro­
gramme ^ in-service training courses were organized by the Kandy Regional 
Office for the training of k ? public Librarians, 08 School Librarians 
and'01 other Librarian. Seven training courses for Public Librarians
were conducted by the Head Office in colloboration with the Local

/ '*Government Training and Research Institute in which 166 Public Libra-
riqjis participated.

.* *

v
Under the Teacher-Librarians Training Programme three training 

courses were conducted at the Training College at Nittambuwa, Mirigama 
a.nd> Peradeniya respectively in colloboration with the.Ministry of 
IS^qation and 392 Teacher Librarians obtained training.-

National Library and connected Services-rJ"T — =-- —  ------= = ------= — =------- = = = = _=—
( 1 .C w
(1) National Bibliography
, . The National Bibliography contains information of books and
periodicals acquired from the Department of National Archives under .
,.the Newspapers (revised) Act No.5 of 1976 and the Printers and Publi­
shers (revised) Act No.6 of 1976. The compilation and the publication

i
of the National Bibliography faced a set back as the Assistant Director 
in charge of che National Bibliography left the Board service in

• • iDecember 1977* However, steps were taken to complete the bibliography 
.upto September - December. 1977 issues*
i

•t(2) Reference Collection
One of the main objectives of collecting books for the National 

Library is to build up a comprehensive collection of materials rela­
ting to every aspect of life and culture of Sri Lanka, published both

, i t * m
locally and overseas. The project was commenced in 1977 and by the end
i . v •
of the year under review 530 such works wore deposited iq the National
i iLibrary collection. This number included both purchases and gifts.

(3) National Documontation Centre
Work on the compilation of the Catalogue of Postgraduate Theses 

available in the libraries of Sri Lanka was completed and a limited 
edition of 5 0  copies were mimeographed and published in order to 
avoid expenditure on printing. The Catalogue contains particulars of . 
Postgraduate Research and is a listing of theses available for 
reference in the University and Research Libraries of Sri Lanka. A

5/=..---
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revised edition is expected to be printed and published later on.
Indexing of major National Newspapers continued during thi(3 .year too.

Professional Literature
:V t  ■

(a) A Direotory of Public Libraries of 115 paues containing ihf'6r‘mation 
on kG2 public Libraries was published during the year. It may be remarked 
that this is pioneer work in the field of Librarianship in this country.

i :t; ■ ■ '■

(b) k Catalogue of books suitable for Public Libraries was als& compiled 
during the period under review. This catalogue contains particulars1- of 200 
books selected from the new publications of 1 9 7&/7 7 *
(c) A guide 
staff and was 
furniture.

, ; lto library, furniture and equipment was compiled by t-he Board 
distributed free to libraries which sought advice on library

: i * . / ■

The following publications are in preparation:
(i) Translatipn of ■»Organisation of small public library1 tUnescb* ‘Manual
(ii) Pamphlet on 'Objectives and Services of the Ceylon National library 

r . Services Board.
(iii) Children's literature suitable for small public libraries. , t

Scholarships_and_Courses_of Studies -■
«■ » \Mr. M.S.U. Amarasiri, Assistant Director (Library Education) left 

for-the U.K. to follow a course in Library Education on a scholarship‘bffer 
ed by the British Council. The Scholarship is tenable for one year.

Conclusion
I-sincerely appreciate the assistance and the cooperation given to me

ih the execution of my duties by the Board and in particular the officials. *1of the Ministry of Education. I wish to place on record the unstinted coop­
eration and loyalty of the staff of the Board. I am grateful to the staff
for assisting me in the preparation of this report.

iii m ' 1 '- i i :
r

3 1 .1 a . 7 8
CNLSBt -Colornbo.

Mi A. Gunatilake 
Chairman

eyioii National Library Services Board.:
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