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3®oad êd̂ 25J265@cd © ^ Q s s S ts i ®. S .
3 @oad ^ed^25f«a@cd ©©0025̂ 0503© ®. 8 .
^ 2 Q € ^ )3 ® 0  ?ed^85d© @ cd © s d d i 8 0  ® © ^2S5 gcdCD8553000 
^2£9@9O3®0 ^ ^ 8 5 j2 5 5 © o d  @ © jJ® d25^255000 ® . 8 .

®̂a@«)3®0 ̂6d̂ 25l255@od 3Cf®S^d ®. 8. 
d25J2S5gd §ed^8af255@o5 ©2553@0a25^2S5 @ © ^255 g e d 232553000 

©©S25̂ @8a*0 ?ed@2sf̂ @cd ©̂ ©̂ sSoo ®©djs5gede>e5)o0oo
i



(v) 6soQ & Q ts* 0 1 © 8 ^ ® 0 e ©  q iQ ectf g g d sm a e  es^fioo epjQad.
9825525390 @80a ©•SeJQcca G&iesSoisS caSsssa© ead253 q*3co2532soe02sr ©25330253 253§g 80©  

325?g@© 9825533330 datSosastf ©csassf qacDad <§>gc» ASo q»iao. @®@ 982532550000253' eao02S3co 2556253
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Qarris>[T&sraL—€sjGo LaarreSî l̂ujrTsoujLb-̂ Q̂GarrsmLnSsv inrreui' t <n 
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Administration Report
of the

Ceylon National Library Services Board
for the year 1979

Prepared in terms of Section 19 (1) (c) of the CNLSB Act No. 17 of 1970

! Policy and Administrative Changes

The Board constituted of 9 Members appointed by the Hon. Minister of Education ni 
terms of Section 2 of the CN LSB Act No. 17 of 1970 was complete on I. I. 79. A vacancy 
occurred on the resignation of Mr. M. A. Gunatilake, member and Chairman of the Board on 
U . 4. 79 A further vacancy occurred on the resignation of Dr. S. U . Kodikara who left 
the island on Sabbatical leave. The latter was filled with the appointment of Mr. K . J; C . 
Wijayawardhane, with effect from 1 6 .2 .7 9 . Mrs. Rupa Guriatflake was appointed in place 
of Mr. M. A. Gunatilake as Member on 25. 4. 79 and Mr. H. P. Siriwardhane a Member of 
the Board was appointed the Chairman on 20. 5. 79. Thus the membership of the Board as 
at 3 L  12. 79 was as follows.

1. Mr. H. P. Siriwardhane (Retired Editor, Hansard) -  Chairman

2. Mr. K1. J, C . Wijayawardhane (Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of State) ^Member

3. Mr. B. Liyanamana (Director, Local Govt. Services Dept.) -  Member

4. Mr. Alwis Weerakkodi (Working Director, C W E) - Member

5. Dr. R. D. Piyasena (Dean, Nuclear Medicine) -  Member

6. Miss C . Nethslnghe (Librarian, CISIR) -  Member

7. Mr. Dayawansa Jayakodi (Publisher) -  Member

8. Mrs. Rupa Gunatilake (Attcrney-at-law ) -  Member

9. Mr Piyasena Jayaweera (Personal Assistant to Hon. Minister of Industries).- Member

2. 21 meetings of the Board have been held during the year under review. The attendance
of Members at these meetings was as follows.



a t t e n d a n c e

Meetings held each month 

Mr. M. A. Gun at Hake 

Mr. H. P. Siriwardhane 

Mr. B. Liyanamana 

Mr. Alwis Weerakkody 

Dr. R. D. Plyasena 

Miss C . Nethsinghe 

Mr. Dayawansa Jayakody 

Mr. Piyasena jayaweera 

Mrs. Rupa Gunatilleke 

Mr. K. J. C. Wljewardha na

3. STAFF

j f m a m j j a s o n d ; 
1 3 1 1 1 2 3 2 2  1 2 2  

I 2 —  I (Resigned On 14. 4. 1979) 

1 3 1  1 1 2 3 2  2 1 2 2  

2 1 I 1 2  2 2 2 1 2  2 

I I I I  — 2 3 2 2 I I I

-  --------------- I I I I I I

1 3 1  I 1 2 3 2 2 1 2 1  

1 2 1 1 1 1 3 2 2 1 2 2

I I I -------- 3 2 1 1
------ | ------- I - -
- I  I I 1 2 3 2 2 1  1 2

The Board did not experience serious problems in regard to administration during the 
year. The Assistant Director (Administration) Mr. K. A. Dharmasena left the service of th§ 
Board on 27. 2. 1979 to join the University of Ceylon, Peradenlya and the resulting vacancy 
was filled with Mr. E. Rajapakse, Grade I C lerk of the General Clerical Service, who was 
released from the Ministry of Education and Higher Education for service in the Board. The
staff position at the Board Head Office and the Regional Office in Kapdy by 31. 12. 1979 
was as follows: '• >1 ;
Head Office, Colombo No. of. Posts

01. Director/Secretary 01
02. Assistant Director 04
03. Clerks (Grade 11) 01
04. Stenographer/Clerk * 02
05. Typist/Clerk 04
06. Book Keeper/Accounts Clerk 02
07. Library Assistants 10
08. Documentation Assistant 01
09. Peons 03
10. Labourers 02
11. Watchers 01
12. Binder 01
13. Driver 01

Kandy Regional Office

01. Assistant Director 01
02. Library Assistants 03
03. Peons (KKS) 01

4



Two posts of Library Assistants, one post of Heavy Vehicle Driver and one post of 
Typist/Clerk were vacant by the end of the year. Mr. M. S. U. Amarasirl, Assistant Director 
(Library Education) who was following1 a course In [Library Education in England on a 
British Council Scholarship in 1978 continued his studies In 1979 on an extension of study 
leave to proceed on to M. A. (Librarianship). Mr. N. Amarasinghe, Director National Library 
Services participated in the CO M LA Specialist workshop, for the training of Intermediate 
Library Staff held in Suva, Fiji from 24 September to 5th October, and the CO M LA council 
meeting.

4. OFFICE ACCOMMODATION

The most serious problem the Board was confronted with during the year was office 
accommodation. In April 1978 the Board was virtually ejected from its rented out quarters 
at No. 72, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 4. The furniture, equipment, a large collection 
of valuable books, and office staff of 30 persons were hastily shifted partly to a small 3 
roomed house at Davidson Road, Colombo 4 and partly to a basement of a hardware shop 
at Mount Lavinia which did not have even the basic amenities of light, water and ventilation. 
In June, 1579, thanks to the personal efforts of Mr. George Mendis, the Deputy Dlrector  
General of Education, more suitable accommodation was found at Maiigawatte Secretariat 
Building vacated by SLID E. This ended a period of much hardship and frustration for the 
staff and complete chaos and disruption of services for the Board.

5. SERVICES

(i) Book Loan Service

A great effort was made to maintain the book loan service offered by the Board 
despite unsatisfactory accommodation and inadequate facilities during the greater part of 
the year. „

The purpose of this service is to augment the poor library collections in schools and 
public libraries with consignments of new books supplied every three mdnihs. Under this 
scheme 99 public and school libraries were served and the programme Was extended further 
to 29 schooHibraries In the Kotte and Colombo Central electorates towards the second 
half of the year. 8598 books were in circulation and new titles at a cost of Rs. 9684.10 were 
added during the year.

I wish to stress the growing importance and popularity of the book loan service In the 
context of the poor library conditions prevailing in the majority of schools and public 
libraries. Many have not been able to furnish new and useful reading materials adequately 
owing to a number of reasons. The British Council' acknowledging the value of this service 
rendered considerablej assistance to the Board with the donation o f books and a Land Rover 
as a book mobile worth approximately Rs.'270,000/-. The Land Rover is now used for the 
transport of book boxes for school and public libraries. The Board considers that the
expansion of this service Is__ of vital Importance to maintain, reading habits among
school children and the public and urge the Government to inveTt mdre in this venture.
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(il) Library Development Programme

Under the annua! library development programme the Board undertook the development' 
of 35 school libraries and 24 public libraries which received in addition to technical assistance 
handsome gifts of books. Rs. 84,659.80 was spent on this project in 1979.. The libraries were, 
selected for this programme in consultation with the Ministry of Education and tfie, 
Ministry of Local Government. .H'

( l i5) Library Education and Training Programme
.-m

12 seminars were conducted at 6 centres— Colombo, Kandy*. Jaffna, Peradentya, 
Mirlgama and Galle-for the training of public librarians and teacher librarians respectively. 
The participants obtained training in classification, cataloguing, methods of book selection, 
reader services, and library organisation. Several visits to well organised libraries w^e* 
organised for participants to observe the routine ef a library. 10 of these courses were ru l 
by the Head office In Colombo and two were conducted by the staff of the Regional 
in Kandy.

(iv) Library Consultancy Service

Consultancy services were provided for 12 libraries wb-ich needed advice and* c 
in the improvement of their services. These included advice in designing ifu^nifcifne^^ 
equipment, planning services, assistance In book_.selecti©n and stock maintenance. Some^ 
the school and public libraries which obtained these services are situated in 
villages In the island e. g.

Ji >?0 -j ! ;i>
Panama Maha Vidyalaya; Ampara District 

Malwatte Maha Vidyalaya do

Chandayanthaiawa V. C . do

Seruwlla Public Library ■ Trincomalee Districtfi*
Gomarankadawala Maha Vidyalaya , do 

Agbopura Maha Vidyalaya do

Kolonna Public Library • Ratnapura District 

Mlddeniya Public Library • Ham ban tota District

'.C . .'!; ; Jiqzeb
•16JV 9lk3

ei- . ii ; i!duq 
. : ' : '1*432

. . v .  i?£ 03 
' o .’ieH

-,i ■ .' ■... bsbbs
(v) Assistance to Non-project Libraries f »

, - v r [' ■: .I<9in0.3
Innumerable number of requests have been made for books by-all types^of llhr^igf) 

despite the fact the Library Services Board Is not a book donating organisation^Pl j  »§&& 
that the Library authorities responsible for the maintenance ,of ttjese libraries. j? a ^  
not adequately provided for the purchase of necessary books! However every attempt- has. 
been made to meet these demands and token gifts have been piade the more deserv-ip.gf 
ones. Thus 32 school libraries and 32 public libraries and 5 other libraries were pres§ns%(t 
with a set of books for each library. The total value of these donations was Rs. 81J61  s o i l  .
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A very special gift w was made to the Warakapola Town Council library on the occasion of 
the ceremonial opening of the library by the Hon. Prime Minister. The package gift consisted of 
books, advice and assistance in the organisation of the library and some equipment the total 
cost of which was 16,955.71. The books received by the Board under the Ranfurly L ib rary  
Service of the United Kingdom were distributed among those libraries which showed 
Interest in obtaining English language books. The demand for Ranfurly books has been 
growing steadily over the years and the Board has successfully negotiated with the Ranfurly 
Library Service in Britain for more books under this scheme. In 1979 Ranfurly 
books were distributed among 50 libraries in various parts of the island, Pailekele Open 
Prison Camp Library being one of them.

(vi) School L ib ra ry  Survey

An important project undertaken by the Board during the year was a Survey of school 
Libraries under the Ministry of Education. The Board felt that, in the absence of any reliable 
data and statistics, no proper development plan could be formulated. As school libraries are 
an important sector in the basic manpower development, priority was given to research in 
this field. An all-island survey of this nature has never been undertaken previously ahd this, 
therefore, was pioneer work. A  questionnaire carefully prepared by the professional staff of 
the Board was sent to Principals of all schools in the island and 742 schools returned it duly 
completed. Some of the important points that emerged from this survey are worth being 
mentioned here* Viz. Out of a total of approximately 12,000 schools only 742 had any 
kind of library; i.e. 94% of the schopte did not have library facilities whatsoever. O f the 
742 libraries only 61 had any staff to run the services. The report of the survey was 
submitted to the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Educational Services together 
with Board’s recommendations for improvement of library services in schools.

(vii) NATIONAL LI BRARY AND THE DOCUMENTATION CENTRE 

National Library Building

Satisfactory progress has been made in the construction work of the National Library 
building. The estimated expenditure for the year was Rs. 2000000/- and the Building 
Department has proceeded with the work as scheduled to the contract;

N ational Book Collection

In view of the opening of the National-Library in 1981, the Board has commenced 
acquisition of books and other materials for the National collection. The> National collection 
will consist of at least one copy of every book, periodical and newspaper and other 
materials relating to Sri Lanka which will be useful as sources of Information. The Board has 
formulated an acquisition policy on the recommendations of a special Committee appointed 
by the Board which is reproduced in appendix 1 for your information. In this connection 
I regret to mention that we have failed to obtain the funds requested for 1979, and 
consequently, very little progress was made in building up the national collection. It would 
not be irrelevant to mention here that many a rare book has fallen into, the hands of
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collectors, both local and foreign, which generally end up In foreign libraries. Thus we were 
able to purchase only 1124 titles as the funds available for this purpose was a mere 
Rs. 100 , 000 / -  .

To this collection was added 5336 titles received under the legal deposit facility.

United Nations Deposit Library ” • <<*j- ;
The United Nations have recognized the National Library of Sri Lanka as a deposit 

library for UN publications and the Board received 115 titles (books) and 344 pamphlets 
during the year for deposit in this collection.

Newspaper Library

The Newspaper collection in the National Library received 85 titles of newspapers^-35 
titles in Slnhala, 20 titles in Tamil and 30 titles in English under the provision of the Legal 
Deposit Laws. The newspaper collection contains copies of all newspapers published 
since 1977. ; i

t 1
The National Bibliography

The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka, the official record of Sri Lanka’s :pubiishin!g, 
continued publication, although owing to problems of office accommodation and shifting the 
premises, the editorial work was badly Interrupted. Three quarterly issues for 1978 yv r̂e 
compiled and published during the year. Many foreign libraries and local libraries continued td 
subscribe to it although majority of the local libraries could not afford to purchase itV It 
should be stated that the publication of the National Bibliography is one of the basic
functions of a National Library Service and library services rarely bring pecuniary returns.*<* ' *: >
Information/Documentation

p

The Documentation unit of the N L, which had one Documentation Assistant from the 
inception, remains uncexpanded during this year too.The bulk of the requests for Information 
could not be processed owing to the lack of staff. Nevertheless the following important 
activities were undertaken and completed.

< ' ijf
I. Special B ib liograph ies, A catalogue of postgraduate theses available in the 

University and research libraries was updated and a new edition was prepared for public-afeion 
Material was collected from University libraries of Peradeniya, Colombo, Kotte, ICela-oLya.- 
Jaffna, Moratuwa and the following research libraries:

CISIR Library, Colombo 

National Science Council, Colombo 

Central Bank Library

Agricultural Department Library, Gannoruwa
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Industrial Development Board Library, Katubedda 

Coconut Research Institute, Lunuwila 

Rubber Research Institute, Agalawatte 

Geological Department, Colombo 

Agrarian Research Institute, Colombo

The Catalogue contains information of 506 theses together with author and title 
key-word indexes. This valuable catalogue remains unpublished for want of funds.

L ib ra ry  S ta t is t ic s  and Research

Statistics pertaining to libraries in Sri Lanka were compiled for the biennial statistical 
survey of Libraries (Unesco). This survey embodied the entire library structure of the country 
namely, National, University, Special, School and Public libraries, The information included
(a) book collections (b j additions during the year (c) number of periodical titles reported 
during the year (d) number of registered borrowers (e) loan transactions within the country
(f) International lending (g) photocopies and microforms (h) expenditure (I) total 
population (j) population served (k) floor area of library etc.

Information was also provided to Unesco and I FLA and E L  I PA project in respect of;

(1) Bibliographical services throughout the world

(2) World directory of administrative libraries

(3) Experienced library and Information personnel in developing countries of 
Asia and Oceania respectively.

Newspaper Index

The newspaper indexing project commenced In 1977 continued this year too. Al| 
Important articles and news items appearing in the Daily Mirror covering the period 
1977-1978 have been indexed.

Conclusion

The surveys conducted by the Board clearly reveals that there Is a great need for 
expansion of the Services of the Board . Resources of the National Library must be built up on 
a priority basis. These require additional funds and staff or else we will be walking Into an 
empty building on the opening day. So far the Board's attempts to secure more funds have 
ended up in failure; the allocation has remained a meagre Rs. 650,000/- I hope that 
the Ministry will be able to convince the Treasury of the importance of Library Services and 
obtain the funds asked for by the Board.

H. P. S iriw ard h an a
Chairman
CNLSB
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appendix I
Recommendations of the Committee

on

National Library Resources Development

Scope of materials to be obtained

Manuscripts, books and non-book materials, periodicals, Newspapers, Unpublished 
reports, audio-visual materials (gramaphone records, tapes, cassettes audio and video, filmV*, 
photographs, prints, slides, paintings, maps, recordings of unwritten literature, history etc; 

postage stamps, currency notes, materials relating to heraldry, honours, grants etc. 

related to [life and culture of Sri Lanka and deemed necessary for the achievement of 

objectives of the National Library. (Objectives of the National Llbrary-vide annex' ll)

Methods of procurement

(a) Legal Deposit

(b) Copyright

(c) Gifts and Exchange

(d) Purchases

(a) Legal Deposit

0) The Committee observed that current Legislation on Legal Deposit is inadequafe'Tii 
respect of the coverage of library materials. s,J

:
(ii) The Committee recommends that the facility of Legal Deposit should be transfesrrq^^o 

the National Library from the National Archives Department and the provisions .pf t)?® 
law be amended to suit the needs of a modern National Library. , .1 . ,

(iii) Until such time as (i) and (ii) 
Deposit, should be purchased.

above is effected material not procured under !

(b) Copyright material

As the Copyright Office will obtain all materials relevant to a National Library th® 
Board might profitably negotiate coordinating the work of the Copyright O ffice with 
the Acquisitions Department of the National Library. It is suggested that the Copyright 
Office be persuaded to obtain all materials in duplicate and transfer the duplicates to 
the National Library.



(c ) G ifts and Exchange

The Committee recommends that the National Library should have a programme of 
obtaining foreign materials on Gifts and Exchange as far as practicable, through National 
Libraries, Embassies etc.

Necessary financial allocation should be provided in the Board Budget for purchase of 
local materials for exchange purposes.

(d) Purchases

Materials that cannot be obtained under (a), (b) and (c) above need to be purchased. 
All materials purchased should preferably be in triplicate (Deposit Copy, Reference 
Copy and Inter-Library Loan Copy).

Fugitive m ateria ls

Unpublished reports, memoranda etc. and materials published for limited circulation 
specially by Government Departments, Corporations, Institutions which are important 
for research and Information purposes cannot be obtained under any of the methods 
stated above. A Cabinet decision directing Ministerial Secretaries to make Arrangements 
to device a scheme to ensure regular flow of these materials to the National Library 
appears to be the only method of obtaining these materials.

The Committee lays particular emphasis on 'recording’ of traditional art and literary 
forms-Oral traditions, Music, Drama, Dance, Paintings, Architecture including important 
buildings or artistic or historic value, in view of the fact that what remains is fast dislapp
earing or dying. It Is recommended that basic equipment necessary be purchased for this 
purpose and work commenced early.

A systematic collection of resources of the National Library requires a preliminary 
recording of what Is already available In Libraries, Archives and Museums and In 
other Important collections in the country. The Committee urge that the compilation of a 
N ational U n io n  Catalogue of library resources is commenced immediately to asceertaln 
the priorities and plan out a systematic acquisition policy for the National Library.

The Committee is of the view that in regard to non-book materials many Depars- 
ments/Instltutlons do possess materials produced by these respective organizations and the 
National Library need not treat them as a priority area. But it hastens to add that these 
collections may not be available to the users of the National Library, the objectives of the 
owner institutions In maintaining these collections being institutional and/or commercial 
use and not free public use. Further, the preservation of these materials in these respective 
institutions cannot be ensured owing to the constant changing policies with regard to their 
use and the exploitation. In these circumstances the Committee considers it worthwhile to 
obtain a copy of every such product for deposit in the National Library. This observation 
was made with reference to the SLBC, Film Corporation, Information Department and the 
Philatelic Bureau.
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It was agreed that In the fields of Science and Technology the National Library should 
concentrate immediately on older materials in particular In view of the NSC programme of 
building up a current collections of books and periodicals in these areas of knowledge.

Copies of valuable and rare manuscripts, books and other records relating to Sri Lanka, 
available in foreign libraries should be obtained for the National Library. A foreign exchange 
allocation should be made In the Board’s annual budget for this purpose.

N. Amarasinghe
Director, National Library Services

12



APPENDIX II
Objectives and Functions of the 

National Library

Acquire, organize and preserve a national collection of books, periodicals, manuscripts, 
maps, audio-visual and such other materials published and/or produced in Sri Lanka 
or abroad and deemed useful as sources of information.

Serve as the National Research Centre for material relating to all aspects of Buddhism, 
Buddhist Culture and Civilisation.

Acquire and maintain books, periodicals and other forms of resource materials deemed 
necessary for reading, research and information purposes on matters relating to life and 
culture in general.

Serve as the National Deposit Library for local material both printed and audio-visual.

Serve as the National Bibliographic and Research Centre of Sri Lanka and produce and 
publish such bibliographic aids as deemed necessary for the dissemination of 
information.

Serve as the National Documentation and Information Centre of Sri Lanka.

Make available to the National Legllsature, Judiciary, Executive, State Corporations and 
other state authorities the services and information resources of the National Library and 
Documentation Centre of Sri Lanka.

Serve as the National Coordinating Centre for Cataloguing, Indexing, Bibliographic and 
Documentation work In Sri Lanka.

Serve as the National Centre for inter library loans and International Exchange of 
Pubicatlons and other library materials.

Perform or exercise such other duties or functions as may, in the opinion of the Board 
be deemed necessary for the promotion of reading, research and information.
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