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Ceylon MNational Library Services Board

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

19=@

| Independence Avenue - Colombo 07.



Administration Report
of the

Ceylon National Library Services Board

for the year 1980

Prepared in terms of section 19 (1) (c) of the CNLSB Act
No. 17 of 1970

1. Policy and Administrative Changes

The Board appointed by the Hon. Minister of Education in terms of Scction 2 of
the CNLSB Act No. 17 of 1970 consisted of 9 members as at 01. 0. 1980. On the
7th June, 1980 the Hon. Minister removed from membership Mr. Piyasena Jayaweera
and appointed Mr. George Mendis, the Deputy Director - General of Education
to fill the resulting vacancy; the appointment taking effect from.8. 6. 1980.

The supervision of the functions of the Board was transferred to the Ministry of
Educational Services with effect from 30th April 1980 by notification in the Sri Lanka
Government Gazette (Extraordinary) No. 86/8 of 30. 4. 1980.

Mr. H. P. Siriwardhane resigned from the Chairmanship of the Board on
-December 1st 1980 on being appointed the Chairman of the Ceylon Tourist Board
and the Chairmanship of the Board remained vacant at the end of the ycar. The
following were the Membcrs of the Board as at 31st December 1980.

Mr. H. P. Siriwardhane
Mr., K. J. C. Wiiewardhane
Mr. B. Liyanamana

Dr. R. D, Piyasena

Mr. George Mendis

Mr. Dayawansa Jayakodi
Mrs. Rupa Gunatilake

Mr. Alwis weerakkodi
Miss. C. Nethsinghe

A total of 23 Board meetings have been held durnig the year.




It was observed that the CNLSB Act which wasenacted in May 1970 needed
evision and intial steps were taken to study ths Act and make recommendations
to the Hon. Minister with regard to necessary amendments. The Board also decided
hat in view of the anticipated completion of the National Library building towards
he end. of 1981 special attention should be paid to the planning and organi-
sation of services of the Nation4l Library, collection’' of books and periodicals
and  other resources materials training of staff and make a start with these activi-
ties. Hi‘therto, the Board’ s main activities were directed towards the development of
library services in genaral; Viz, School Libraries, Public Librarjes, Departmental and

o}hér libraries; Training etc. Appropriate steps were taken to advise the Hon. Minister
in regard to these policy changes.

The Board received as its grant from the Govarnment a sum of Rs 650, 000/~ for
its servizes but the commitments of the Board exceeded this sum. The Board also

received a grant of Rs 150, 000/- from the Asia Foundation for the Public Library
Development Programme. ' '

2. Staff

The administration of the Board during the year was satisfactory. Mr., M. S. U.
Amarasiri, Assistant Director, Library Education returned to the island after succesfully
completing a course leading to the M. Sc in Librariansbip at Loughborough University
of Technology. Mr. Amarasiri reported for work on the 2lst of October, 1980.

Staff training

(a) The Book keeper-Accounts Clerk of the Board was provided the opportunity
of following a certificate course conducted by the Development Administration Training

Institute.

(b) The Director/Secretary participated in a two week Development Administration
Course also conducted by the Development Administration Training Institute.

Two minor employees were promoted in June 1980 to 2 posts of Library Assistant
and Typist respectively which had remained vacant from 1979 onwards. A post of
Driver fell vacant consequent to filling the post of Heavy Vehicle Driver on the staff;
A Watcher was also promoted as an Acting Binder for a temporary vacancy occured
on the Binder leaving to Middle East on two years no pay leave. All promotions
were made on the basis of qulifications. A Karyala Karya Sahayake was served
with netice of vacation of post for being absent during the 1980 July strike.
The post remained vacant during the rest of the year. Two Trainses were recruited
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to the staff as Store Keeper and Typist under the Trainee Scheme of the Mi_n'i_stgy
of Plan Implementation. A Library Assistant left Board’s service in October reé;ult'-1
ing in a vacancy in the mid - level library staff.! Thus two posts of Library A§sis¥-
tant and a post of Driver fell vacant towards the end of the year. In addition to
thesc vacancies three new posts approved for 1980 namel, Book Binder; Fin_aﬁcial
Assistant and Store Keeper remained vacanf{ until end of the year as a result of a
directive from the Ministry of Educational Services that no new appointments be made
pending a reorganisation of the Board. For the same reason the implementation

of the grading of staff was also stopped. Thus the Boaid staff at theend of .t'he:'
vear remeined as follows. '

Head Office o

1. Director/Secretary — 16 O/ st
| 2. Assistant Directors — 04
3. Clerks Gr. 1I1. — 0!
4. Steno-Typists — 02
5. Clerk-Typists — 05
6. Library Assislants — 10
7. Documentation Assistants — 01
f. Drivers -- 01
9. Watchers — 01
10. Book Binders — 01
11. Karyala Karya Sahayakas — 01
12. Labourers — 05
13. Trainees — 02

Regional office (Kandy)

1. Assistant Directors — 01
2. Library Assistants — 03
3. Karyala Karya Sahayakas — 01



3. Office accomodation

Once again this year the Board was confronted with the problem of office
accomodation when the Local Government Services Department shifted its offices
to the 4th floor of the Maligawatte) Secretariat Building when the Gaffoor Buliding
in Fort where the Department was housed collapsed in September. The ,Board
hastily removed its office staff, furniture and equipment to the stores area in the 3rd
floor of the building and after a futile search for suitable and economical office space
for 3 months decided to shift to the premises of the new bujlding under construction at
the Independence Avenue, Colombo 7. The office was set upin an improvised office arca
on the ground floor of the National Library Building in November 1980, without even the
basic amenities of toijlet facilities, water and electricity. The Natjonal Book Collection
and the stores remained at the Secretariat Building, Maligawatte.

4, National Library and the Documentaion Centre - Building

Good progress was seen in the constraction work of the building for the National
Library and the Documentation Centre. A sum of Rs 2, 000,000/- the entire allocation
for the year 1980, was released to the Director, Buildings Department. The value of

work completed as at 31. 12. 1980 as estimated by the Chief Construction Engineer
Buildings Department was Rs 16, 883, 000/-.

5. Nationl Library Book Collection

. .6828 volumes of book and periodicals were acquired for the Natjonal Library
.during the year under review. Of this number 475 titles were received as gifts and
donations. Two valuable private libraries consisting of many rare works purchased
for the national Library are those of Dr. M. H. Peter Silva, the retired  Senior
Lecturer and Prof. D. E. Hettiaracchi both of the Sinhaleie Department of the Un-
iversity, Peradeniya. These two collections consist of volumes -and contains language

dictionaries, works rclating to Portuguese history, Sanskrit, Prakrit’ and other Indian,
literary and linguistic works which are not

available in any other ljbrary in Sri
-Lanka.,. The Board is

grateful to those two scholars for agreeing to sell these emi-
nent collections to the National Library for a nominal sum.

""" Among the donation to the National Library mention must be made of a gift of
180 titles of Japanese Publications by Messrs Kodansha publishers, Tokyo, and a set
of childrens books consisting of 99 delightful titles gifted by the UNICEF to com-

‘Memorate the International year of the Child. The latter consist of mainly French,
German and English juvenjle fiction and stories.
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The Unesco deposit collection received 82 titles this year, which were added to
the National Library.

The total value of purchases amounted to Rs, 146,293. 26.

Under the Legal Dcposit facility the A National Library received 5643 pub]ica—
tions and the nmewspapers published in Sinbala, Tamil and English during the“'yea'r.
. 5.'

6. Documentation and Informaticn

Library/bibliographic information supplied to the international publications /[ insti-
tutions are as follows: ‘

LAY

IFLA Newsletter for Asian Regional Section
World Directory of Administrative Libraries

Experienced library and information personnel in
developing countries of Asia & Oceania
National Thesis Bibliography

-Bibliographical Services throughout the world 1975 - 79 o
" Retrospective Natjonal Bibliographies of the Commonwealth R

Information on Sri Lanka Natjonal Bibljography and indexes to
periodical articles published in Sri Lanka, -

In addition to tke above services the Dccumentation Branch bas also continued ‘main-

taining the Index to the Ccylon DPaily News. period covered during the yearfls_'!M'ai'y-
December, 1937. R

7. Library Development Services

(i) Book Loan Service

pooeatld

The book loan service programme was cextended to Colombo Ccentral’ and

Kotte arcas where 82 schools where served during the year. The St Amhoﬁ}‘l’s' Maha

Vidyalaya wished withdrawn from the scheme towards the end of the year., - Book
withdrawn from the loan collection were presented to 42 libraries. e

Ch

The Xandy rcgional office served 62 libraries under the ‘Loan Scheme, . and .ihe

loan collection was strengthened up to 4950 titles.
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(ii) ‘Library education and Training

Under the Education and Training; Programme 3 types of Librarians were provided
with suitable training: (a) Public Librarians, (b) Teacher-Librarians, (c) Others. .

(a) Public Librarians %

Training was provided for 19 Public Librarians at the Local Government Training
and Research Institu(e, Longdon Place between 9.6.80 — 13.6.80 and for another batch
of 21 Public Librarians at the Local Government Training and Research Institute, Mac=
kenzi{e;”RQz:iq between 21.7.80-25.7.80 A one-day workshop was conducted for 21
Public Llib_‘r:é.rinas at the Public Library, Veyangoda. These three courses were cons
ducted in Sinhala while a Tamil medium course was conducted for 18 Librarians in
Colombo between 24th to 28th November 1980. The latter course included conducted
tour to the American Centre Library Colombo 7.

(b) Teacher - Librarians

Under the School Library Development Programme 3 batches of Teacher ~ Librarians
were given a course of training in School Library Management and - services. These

courses were held at (i) Mirigama Teacher Training College from 22-25 April 1980,
(ii) Universjty, Peradeniya between 08 —19th September, 1980 and (iii) Mirigama
Teacher Traning College, 10-15 December, 1980. A total of 334 Librarians partici-

pated in these three courses which were conductéd in cooperation with the Minister
of Educational Services.

(c) Special Librarians & Inservicc Training

The following library staff were accomodated in the in-scrvice training programme
of the Board during the year.

;‘,A‘(lt)_';::_(?are—taker Librarian, Kuruvita Public Library

i () -Library Assistant, Embilipitiya Paper Factory
(.3:)".Library Assistant, Research Library, Ministery of Fisheries
';'(-4)- ‘Library Attendant, Public Library, Talpe Village Council
1 (B) A-Library Assistant, Air Force Headquarters Library

. (6) A volunteer Lijbrarian was given a course of practical training

Two in - service training courses were also conducted by the Kandy Regional Office.
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(d) Seminar and Training Course for District Central Library Staff

The preliminary work in planning and organising the course of training for ‘Dis-
trict Central Librarians and the Seminar for Library Authorities to be held early 1981,
was completed during the latter part of this year. The course is to be cox}ducigd
with assistance from the Asia Foundatjon. * ‘

(e) Library consultancy services and Book assistance “

Eleven major libraries which sought the advice and assistance of the Board in\_

regard to planning and construction of library buildings, designing of library furmt’ure%:_
,and equipment, advice on book selection, development of library stock and orgamsatron

of services, were inspected and necessary advice and assistance was rendercd The'
libraries are s

Ambalangoda Public library

Mampe - Kesbewa Public library _ ’ !
Chavakaccheri Public library |

Kalmune Public library

S1i Lanka Development Adminstration Institute library

Libraray Ministry of Parliamentray Affair’s and Sport

Batticaloa Public library »

Ministry of Agricultural Development & Research library T
Watlala ~ Mabole T. C. library

O 0 ,m NN\ > W N -

-

Devinuwara T. C. library

. ;. . .';. !
Akuressa T, C. library i L

oy
[y
.

97 other libraries were inspected jointly by the Headquarters staff and Kandy Regional
Office staff with a view to maintaining proper service standards and advising ‘on
miscellaneous organisational problems, Under the book assistance programme, 25 Public
Libraries and school libraries were presented with 1612 volumes of books worth
Rs. 19148. 10. The Educational and Cultural Centre, Kuliyapitiya received 142 volumes
worth Rs, 2991. 13. Eight Public Libraries organised by the Kandy Regional Office

and 5 school libraries were given 556 volumes and 425 volumes respectively.: 'The
otal value of these donations is Rs. 13,079. 39, 2145 books in English which origi-

nally belonged to the Central Ceylon Youth Organisation and subsequently g:fted to
the Board were also distributed among 27 libraries,
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(f) Grading of Public Libraries

On a request made by the Local Government Serviee Department, action was taken
to grade the Public Libraries in the island, based on a statistical survey conducted
by the Board. The Public Libraries Cpmmittee has recommended the creation of 3
grades of . Public Libraries acording to the strength of the book stocks held in each
library. *Accordingly, libraries having over 10,000 volumes were placed in Grade 1,
10,000-6,000 in Grade I less than 5,000 in Grade III.

' \(g)..;:National Library Week

i ~Th; "Bbard participated in a number of programmes in celebrating the National -
Library Week at Nuwara Eliya, Matale, Kegalle, and Kandy districts by providing

advice and assistance in the organisation of ‘Do vyou know contests’ and simillar
activities for the local authorities.

* *(h) Public Library, Colombo

On the occasion of the new Library building in Colombo by H. E. the President
on 17 December, 19¢0, the Board was represented in the ceremonies by the Director/
Secretary Mr. N. Amarasinghe and the Assis'ant Director Mr, S. M. Kamaldeen. Contri-
butions were made to the commemorative publication ¢Roads to Wisdom’ issued on
the, occasion, by the Chairman Mr. H. P. Siriwardbane and the Director/Secretary Mr.
N. qua;asinghe, on 'the National Library of Sri Lanka and ‘Library Fducation and
the Practitioneers : National Libraries’ respectively.

(i) Assistance to Authors

As an incentive to writers and authors, the Board purchased under the programme
of .bopk: purchases from author=publichers books worth approximately Rs. 40,000/
during..the ,year. Under this programme purchases in respect of any single author
had .to. be limited to Rs. 500/- due to the limitation of funds available.

(j) Seminars, Exhibiticns and Publicity

(1) Mr. N. Amarasinghe, the Director/Secretary participated in the [FLA Con-
ference of the Directors of National Libraries held in Manila, Philippines in August
1980. s On;;the invitation of IFLA and Unesco the Director presented a paper at the
pre-session -seminar on ‘Problems relating to the training of library staff in National
Library_;Services in Developing Countries.’



(2) A seminar was conducted jointly by the Board and the Hon. District Minister
of Jaffna in August, 1980 in Jaffna on a ‘Library Development Programme for Jaffna?
in which the Chairman Mr, H. P. Siriwardhane participated on behalt of the Board.

(3) xxhibition of Commonwcalth Literature. The Bowd mounted an Exhibition °
of Commonwealth Literature at the Bandaranaike International Memorial Conference -
Hall during the 8th Commonwealth Education Ministers’ Conference during ‘5th .ta”-
13th August, 1980. The objective of the exhibition was to illustrate the cultural
relations among the Commonwealth nations and the main trends in the literatures of
the Commonwealth countries. A publication entitled ‘Commonweaith Literature : An
exhibition of a select list of titles...” was issued on the occasion. o

(4) ‘Library News’ : 43

The Library News bulletin published by the Board quarterly continued to be dssued
as a newspaper during this year.

1

(5) National Library Services Board - Publicity Pamphlet

An attractive brochure under the (itlc *What can we do for you' depicting the
services and functions of the Board, in particular the functions of the N?tibnal'
Library was published in order to publicize the services of the Board, for the infor-
n-ation of libraries, local and overseas. ooy

(6) The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka 4

1

The National Bibliography of Sri Lanka is the authoritative record of publliéh‘i‘n'g
in Sri Lanka. By Deeember, 1880 the four quarterlies for the year had been compiléd

and edited and the first two quarterlies were distributed among the local and overséas "
library subscribers.

(7) Celebration of 50 years of Franchise : SET

A comprehensive classified list of publicétions relating to Sri  Lanka :ﬁuﬁlfshedg’z?
locally and overseas during the period 1970 - 1980 was compiled for the Prime Miils-""

ter's Office for the Commonwealth Institute Exhibition celebrating 50 Years of
Franchise in Sri Lanka.



CONCLUSION

The Chairman acknowledges and appreciates the cooperation and assistance recei-
ved from the Minisiry of Educational Services, the Members of the Board and froms
various institutions and organisatié‘ns in the planning and implementation of libraray
services in Sri Lanka. The co-operation receieved from the staff hoth professional
and non - professional despite many hardships undergone throughout t(he year, poor
. working condifions and lack of minimum facilities is mentianed here / with special
appreciation.

M. J. PERERA
CHAIRMAN, CNLSB.
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