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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE SRILANKA
NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES

BOARD FOR THE YEAR 198l

A

(Prepared in terms of Section 1 (d) of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act
" No. 17 of 1970.) ’

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES.

The role of the National Library Services Board in the context of Library activities
in Sri Lanka, is to establish and maintain a State Library at national level and to create a
National Library Service co-ordinating the activities of all libraries in the island with the

National Library at its apex. Hitherto, plaoning of library services outside Colombo
has been carried out according to the disparate wishes of various government departments

and institutions. The Board realising the need for systematic planning of library services

made available to authorities concerned, plans covering areas such as administrative and
operational processes. The Board has taken action to create public library system on a

district basis with the object of providing adequate library services to alt districts throughout
the country. The Board believes that the resources of the National Library could be made

available to libraries in all parts of the island by co-ordipating these District Libraries with
the national library service. It is the ultimate objective of the Board to develop the

National Library as the fountain of all library services in the country and also function as
the focal point in all international library activities by co-ordinating and maintaining close
liaison with national library systems of other countries.

The Board of nine members, appointed by the Honourable Minister of Education in
terms of Section 2 of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. |7 of 1970
completed its term of office on 01. 01, 1981, The Board was then reconstituted with the
appointment of new members,

With effect from 06, 02. 1981, the writer was appointed as a member and Chairman
of the Board. Subsequently Messrs. Dayawanse Jayakody, B. Liyapamana, Edmond
Ranasinghe, G. P. 8. H. De Silva and R. A. Dharmasena (with effect from 31. 03. 1981) and
Mr. H. P. Siriwardhana and Miss, C. L. M. Nethsinghe (with effect from I, 05, 1981),
were appointed as members. '

Thus the membership of the Board as at 31. 12. 1981 was as follows:~

Mr. M. J. Perera (Chairman)

Mr. Edmond Ranasinghe. . . .
Mr. G. P. H. S. De Silva 5 - Appointees of the Mnister of Education.

Mr. R. A. Dharmasena.



Mr. Dayawanse Jayakody ‘E Appointed on che recommendation of the -
Mr. B. Liyanamana Minister of Local Govt.
Miss C. L. M. Nethsinghe - Appointed on the recommendation of "the Minister
of Information.
Mu. H. P. Siriwardhena ~ Appointed on the recommendation of Ministcr of
State.
it Meetings were held during the year under review.

STAFF P

The present staff consisted of a few officers who had been recruited to implement
the library services programme initiated in [970. Of these only four officers possessed fu'l
professional qualifications. The rest were in clerical or allied grades and lower grades. To
set up the National Library the staff will have to be increased, and a competent staff of a
high professional level has to be recruited. It is not possible to recruit staff suitable for the
National Library at high levels as the library profession in Sri Lanka is not in such a
developed state. Therefore new staff will have to be recruited and trained. '

The staff position at the Board's Head Office 2nd at the Regional Office in Kandy
as at 31. 12, 1981 was as follows:-

1. Director, National Library Services - ol
2. Asst, Directors - 05
3. Documentation Asst. (actg.) - ot
4. Clerk - Gr, 1 - 01
5. Clerk - Gr, II - 0f
6. Stenographer (Higher Gr.) (Sin) - 0l
7. Stenographer (Lower Gr.) (Eng.) - ol
8. Typist/Clerk Gr. III - 04
9. Finance Asst. (actg.) - 0l
10. Book keeper / Accts: Clerk (casual) - 0l
11. Store keeper - 0l
12. Library Asst. Gr. II - 09
13. Library Asst. Gr. I1I . - 04
14, Library Asst' Gr. III (casual) - 02
15, Library attendent (casual) - 03
16. Driver (casual) - 01
17. Office Labourer - 05
8. Garden Labourer - 02
19. Watcher (casual) - 01
20. Watcher - 0l
21, Book Binder - 0l
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Appointments, Resignations, Promotions and other establishment and administrative
changes of the abovc staff were as follows:-

The Asst. Director in charge of administration left the service of the Board with
effect from 31. 12. 80 and this post was vacant from O0l.0I, 81. The practice followed so
far in filling up this post was to appoint Gr, 1 Clerks from the G. C. S, on secondment
for a period of 2 years. This year for the first time Mr. M. Amaratunga, an Officer from
Class IT Grade II of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service was appinted to this post on a
permanent basis with effect from 0l. 07. 8!, and this has greatly assisted in carrying out
the administrative fuanctions of the Board.

Several changes in the staff position took place during the year under review. Two
posts of Library Assistants, one post of Driver, one post of Binder and one post of Finance
Assistapt, were filled and it was possible to implement the scheme of grading of staff from
the beginning of the year.

Mr; S. M. Kamaldeen, who functioned in the capacity of Asst. Director, Library
Services, since the inception of the Board retired from service and Miss. Nalini De Silva
an experienced librarian from the Local Govt. Services was appointed to this vacancy
with effect from August 1981. Mr. M. S. U. Amarasiri, Asst. Director (Library Education)
was appointed Asst. Director (National Library) and required to act in the post of Asst.
Director (Library Education) as well. The officer who functioned in the post cof Docu-
mentation Assistant left the Island on no pay leave for two years with effect from June
1981 and a Grade Il Library Assistant was appointed to act in this post. Mr. C. A. C.

Fernando, Library Assistant at the Kandy Regional Office resigned from the Boards’ service
on 31, 08. 1981,

OFFICE ACCOMODATION

In the absence of permanent accomodation, the Head Office was shifted to and
maintained under extremely difficult conditions in a temporarily prepared section at the
incomplete National Library building. In addition to lack of water, electricity and toilet
facilities the staff had to put up with noise from machinery, dust and other hazards. The
Board found the assistance rcndered bythe staff who had to work under these hardships
heartening. However, several service units had to continue at the Maligawatte Secretariat
and this created numerous administrative difficulties, The Contractor did not adhere to
the undertaking given by him to complete and hand over the administrative block by the
end of the year and this hampered the progress of the Boards’ activities considerably.

SERVICES

NATIONAL LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

Construction of the National Library building continued throughout the year. The
contractor has agrezd to complete the building and hand it over to the Board by the end



of September 1982. Thc amount allocated for the construction of the building this year was,
Rs. 6,000,000/-, The total cost of the work carried out upto 31. 12,198} is Rs. 19,700,000/~
Unesco consultant Prof. Michael Brawne visited Sri Lanka twice this year to give
advice on the architectural aspects of the building. Towards the end of the year a commi-
ttee to review the progress of the construction of the building was set up, Its membership.
consisted of Engineers and other consultants drawn from the Buildings Dept., and the
National Library Services Board.

NATIONAL BOOK COLLECTION
. )

i

One of the main functions of the National Library is to collect, preserve and provide:
access to the nations literary output and items. Material for the National Library has been
acquired in accordance with the acquisition policy recommended by a special Committee in

1971. Allits recommendations were implemented except those relating to publications.
registered under copyright laws,

LEGAL DEPOSIT

In terms of the 1976 amendment to the Printers and Publishers Ordinance of 1885,
copies of all publications printed in 3ri Lanka are deposited in the National Library. Accor-
dingly in 1981, 5858 publications and copies of all Newspapers published were
received. However, it was felt that the scope of the Ordinance was inadequate in the con-
text of the goals and objectives of the National Library (Appendix |). Non-print material
such as films, tapes etc resulting from developments in printing techniques and changes in.
publication material and media are not covered by this Ordinance. Therefore it should be
stressed that the objectives of the Legal Deposit Ordinance are not fully met.

GIFTS AND DONATIONS

During the year, 894 volumes were received as gifts and donations locally and from-
abroad. Australian National Library, Marga Institute, Agricultural Training and Research
Institute, Unesco, Central Bank of Ceylon, were the main donors. while the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute and the Sri Lanka Ipstitute of Development Administration donated
copies of their new publications. Two invaluable gifts received for the National Library
were a collection of private correspondence of the late Mr. E, W. Perera, and four :ancient

ola manuscripts received from Prof. D. E. Hettiarachchi. It has also been possible to-

acquire a large number of excess publications and unused publications from several Govt.
Departments including the Govt. Prioter’s Dept.  and the Sri Lanka Institute of Develop-
ment Administration, for deposit in the National Library.

When publications are relegated from Government Institutions in this manner, there
is a possibility that they will become irretrievable. Therefore we should request these Insti™
tutions to submit particulars of such publications to the National Library.  Further arrange-
ments should be made to obtain as gifts, copies of all reports, documents, and hand outs etc.
published by every Government Institution for deposit in the National Library, and thus
ensure accessibility to all Government publications at one resource centre.
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PURCHASES

The cost of books purchased for the local books collection amounts to Rs. 162,525.74
These books covered science, technology and {culture of Sri Lanka. Speocial emphasis was
l2id on the acquisition of rare publications.

A major problem that jeopardized the building up of the book collection was lack
of accomodation. Storage space is not available at the Maligawatte Secretariat for additio-
nal stocks of books: :

The Natjonal Library collection has been divided and organized into the following
five components:

Main Reference Colle:tion,

Legal Deposit Collection.
Newspaper Collection.

International Publications Collection.
Library Science Collection

MAW!\)—

Already a large number of documents have been acquired but no action has been
taken to catalogue, classify and index the collection systematically due to shortage of
personnel and equipment and nonavailability of accomodation.

DOCUMENTATION SERVICES AND INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

Eight requests from foreign countries for the supply of information on various academic
matters were handled under provision of documentation services. Under the International
Exchange of Publications, exchange of books was commenced with Japan and Australia.

NEWSPAPER INDEX

An index to the Daily News covering the period from July 1978 till October 1979
bas been complied by the end of the year.

FOLK SONGS

Another important task undertaken by the Board is the collection and deposit of folk
songs handed down orally from generation to generation. The Board engaged the services
of Mr. Peter Wijesinghe a fomer editor of the periodical ‘Sri Lanka’ and an authority on the
subject and by the end of the year 2604 folk songs depicting different aspects of our
traditional village life have been recorded in manuscript form.

NATIONAL LIBRARY ACT
The Board felt that the present Sri Lanka Library Services Board Act No. 17 fof 1970
was not adequate to maintain the National Library or to implement various services. Preli-

minary discussions in this regard were held with Mr. L. E. Samarasinghe of Unessco and
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action has been taken to prepare a draft for a pew bill based on the National Library
Services Acts of Australia, Canada, Nigeria, Jamaica and Malaysia,

LIBRARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAMME

Several important changes in the Library Education and Training Programme took
place this year. So far the Education and Training activities of the Boatd took the form
of assistance given to the education and training programmes of the Ministries of Local
Govt. and Education, but from this yepr the Board conducted it’s own programmes with the
cooporation of the Ministries concerned, Asa preliminary measure Library Education
Programmes in Technical College Libraries were implemented with the assistance of the
Ministry of Higher Education and the Board intend to conduct similar programmes every
year, A four day training course was conducted for 35 Technical College Librarians.

A most significant cchievement in the Library education field was the initiation of a corres-
pondence course for training librarians.

In March this year a one day seminar and a two week training course was conducted
for District Librarians. With the cooperation of the Ministry of Educational Services a one
week training course was held for 140 Teacher Librarians.

IN-SERVICE TRAINING AND INTRODUCTORY TRAINING COURSES
IN LIBRARIANSHIP

Under the in-service training scheme, two training courses were organized at the
Dehiwala—Mt. Lavinia Public Library and at the Ratnapura Public Library for the Librarians
of the Police Training School, Kalutara, and Parakaduwa Public Library. -

An Introductory course in Librarianship was organized by the Kandy Regional Office.
Thirty untrained Librarians selected from Libraries in the Central province participated in
this course.

ADVISORY SERVICES AND BOOK AID SCHEMES

Library development scheme

A District Library service was Inaugurated this year for the purpose of developing
library services on a District basis. To Initiate this- service libraries from the following
districts were selected after an island-wide survey. '

I. Kandy District - D. S. Senanayake Public Library.
2  Batticaloa Disrtict - Kalmunai Public Library

3 Jaffna District - Chavakachheri Public Library

4 Kurunegala District - Kuliyapitiya Public Library

5 XKalutara District - Horana Public Library

6 Hambantota District - Tissamaharamaya Public Library



The main objective of this service is to devplop smaller libraries in these areas and
promote cooperation among these libraries with the District libraries serving as a base. Under
this scheme which is being operated with assistance from the Asia Foundation, the Board
has decided to grant a subsidy of Rs. 20,000/- to each of the above libraries, and action has
been taken to supply books and other equipment within this amousnt.

Under this scheme, a set of books worth Rs. 19177.41 has been supplied to the
Chavakachcheri Public Library. A copy of the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, Dewey—
Decim! Classification Scheme and a catalogue cabinet were supplied to the Kuliyapitiya
Public Library and aetion has been taken to supply reference material out of the balance
money. .

The Kandy Branch office is attending to the task of developing the D. S. Senana-
yake Public Library in Kandy and by the end of the year preliminary action in this regard
has been taken. The Horana Public Library has not yet informed us their requircments which
were to be provided under this scheme.

Althcuagh thé Kalmunai Public Library has informed the Board that it wishes to
purchase books out of the funds alllocatcd to it, the list of books reqnired was not forwarded.

It was brought to the notice of Board that the Tissamaharamaya Public Library
which was selected from the Hambantota Disrtict doeS not have the basic facilities required
for a District library and the Board took necessary steps to provide such facilities.

JAFFNA PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Board conducted an inquiry ard submitted its report on the damages suffered by

the Jaffua Public Library as a result of the fire that destroyed it and on rebuilding of the
Library.

BOOK AID SCHEMES

Several requests for book donations were received from various libraries during the
year. When making such donations, priority was given to public and school libraries.
Accordingly a stock of books consisting of 1308 titles, valued at Rs. 7990.78 was supplied

to 10 public libraries, 09 school libraries and 05 libraries in various other institutions
At the end of the year, arrangements have been made to distribute 333 titles valued at

Rs. 3750. among 5 school Librarics, 01 Public Library and 05 other Libraries.

O.D. M. ASSISTANCE

Out of books received under this scheme, 228 titles valued at £ 625.30 were acquired
for the National Library collection.

RANFURLY BOOK AID SCHEME

At the end of the year, 5117 books consisting of 50 titles were distributed among 44
school libraries, 09 public libraries and 48 other libraries.



BO@K L.QAN SERVICES

A book loan service was operated among 31 school libraries in the Kotte and
Colombo Central Electorates by the Head Office and 83 public libraries, 21 school libraries
and other iibraries were provided this service by the Kandy Regional Office.
PROFESSIOMGAL ANG TECHNICAL SERVICES

Authorities of {0 public libraries and 09 other librarics were given professional and
technical advice regardipg library bui]dingfs and furniture, reorganization of libraries, bovk .
selection and maintenance. ’

LIBRARY CONSULTANCY SERYICE

During the year under review the Board inspected 45 public, schoal and other libraries
and offered technical guidance required to reorganize and develop them. In addition;, the
Board also iuspected a few other special libraries and helped them reorganize these libraries.
Prominent among these were the Audio visual library of the. Sri Lanka Breadcasting Corpo-
ration, I.C. M. A. Library and the Library of the Isntitute of Architects. The Board
oxamined the Unesco Mational Commission Library, and steps were taken to acquire books
that were not relevant to this collection, for the National Library Collection and distribute
the balance among other Libraries.

CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS

]_JUripg the year several seminars and discussions were held with the objective of
promoting hbr‘ary development work and also to encourage librarians to perfform a more
effective service. The Board also participated in several seminars organized by Local Govt

Institutions, community Centres and various other voluntary organizations, and conducted
lectures and discussions.

The Board convencd a meeting of libratians of libraries selected under the District
developnient programmc and had discussions with them.

A seminar on the ‘Non-aligned data Bank’ conducted by a team of Unesco consul-
tants was held at the Agricultural Research and Training Institue under the joint sponsorship
of the Board and NAGLIS (National Association of Graduate Librarians and Information
Scientists). s ‘

' A gneeting of representativcs of institutions that received aid from the Asia Foundation
during this year was held at the Ministry of Planning and a review of #id received by this

Board was submitted at this meeting. The Chairman and the Director of the Board attended
. a seminar held at the Marga Institute iq August this year on the *Exchange of Scientific

information - relevant to economic, political and Social development among South Asian
countrics.  The Director of the Board Mr. N. Amarasinghe. represented the International
Federation of Library Associations at the conference on Asian Uistorical sources sponsored - .

by the International Council of Archives and Unesco, held at the Sri Lanka Fowndation
- Institute from 6 to 7. October.  The Dirc:tor, Ngtiopal Library Services also served as a

member of th: Book Development Council Sém«d as a memter of the Advisory Committee
of the National Science Couuncil,
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Report on the recommendations of the Public Tibraries Advisory Commitiee, and the
National 1.ibrary Advisory Committee of the Board was forwarded to the Hon. Minister,
The attention of the Board was drawn to recommendations  made by these Committees
regarding development of local librarics, and the Board on the rccommendations of the
Library Education Committee decided not to recognize the non-graduste certificate course
in Librarianship conductcd by the Vidyalankara University. '

A number of forcign experts, specialised in different aspects of mnational library
services visited Sri Lanka during the year and had discussions with the Board They expre-
sed the view that an understanding of the policies and objcctives of the National Library
Services Board served as a guide to plan their activities in compliance with the national -
library devclopment programmes, Unesco expert Professor Michacl Brawne, Architect
(Library Buildings), Peter Russell, fLibrarian, Australian Scientific and Industrial Research
Institute), Richard McDopald (Bibliography Division, British Library) Adrian Van Ash,
(Australian National Library), Jocelyn Waga (University of south Pacific. Fiji Islands)
N. Cheverly (Unesco Book Developmeut Centre, Pakistan and Earl Samarasinghe (Library
Division Unescoy, visited the NLSB during the year under revicw. Professor Michael
Brawne and Mr. Earl Samarasinghe were directly connected with the activities of the Board,

PUBLICATICNS

(i) Sri Lanka National Bibliography

Volume No. 3, 1981 of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography was issned and disri-
buted amongst subscribers and editing of volume No. 4, 1981 was completed by the end of
the year. In an effort to promote sales of the National Bibliography a publicity campaign was
launched with the assistance of Unesco and local educational and Govt. institations.

Further, preliminary steps have been taken to coduct a survey on the sale of the
National Bibliography.

The Board also has taken steps to compile a handbook titled ‘Basic cataloguing ,
covering cataloguing methods,

(i) Library News

Publication of ‘Library News' was continued. This is cir-ulated among 1100
Libraries. and by the end of the year arrangements have been made to print this ona new
format and sell it at a concessionary rate,

(iii) Bibliography of Post Graduate theses

By the end of the year about half of the printing work of this publication has been
complcted.

(iV)- The Board had planned to issve a publication including lectures celivered at the
seminar of District Librarians, and by the end of the year arrangements were made to
carry out the task of editing the scripts,

(o]



(v) Deway Decimal Classificatlon

To help librarians to overcome problems in classification of library books the Board
made arrangements to transia'e the Concise Dewey Decimal Classification scheme, 16th
Edition in to Sinhala and distr;bute it among librarians.

PUBLICITY AND EXHIBITIONS

Two book exhibitions were held at the opening of the new library at thc' Udawela
Vidyalaya at Openayake and at the Padmawathie Pirivena at Keragala on the occasnot\ of the
Sahitya Day. im conpectlon with the library week, the Director of the Board delivered a
speech, over the radio on 25 0 , 81, enumerating the objectives of the National Library
gervices Board and assistance offered by the Board for library development. The Board
made arrangements to allocate a sum of Rs. | lakh in the year 1982 for purchase o‘f bo?ks
from author-publishers and to formulate a scheme to distribute such books among libraries.

The Board also took steps to give publicity to the National Library through news-
par s and periodicals,

RE ARCH

The Board conducted a survey on literary publication in Sri Lanka during the pa§t
14 years. The survey was based on information included in the National Bibliography W_hi‘:hls
depcsited with the Registrar of Publications under the Registration of Publications Ordxnan?e
This survey was conducted to gather data required by the Book Development Council-

Arrangements are being made to publish this as a publication of the National Library Services
Board.

SCHOLARSHIFS AND TRAINING COURSES

A library Asst. of the Board was offered the cpportunity to follow a three months
training course covering functions of a National Library uader a scholarship granted by the

Australian Nationa] Library, The Book Binder was given a 6 weeks training in book
binding 'n the Deparment of Archives.

In addition, a preliminary training course was conducted for the benefit of the staff of
the National Library Division.

CONCLUSION

I greatly appreciate the assistance given to me by the Members of (he Board,
Ministry of Educational Services and various othcr organizations and Institutions in the task
of developing library services of Sri Lanka.

The staff of the National Library Services Board fully cooperated in carrying out the
Board’s activities. I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to them. In the absence of
facilities such as adequate office space, welfare facilities etc., required to maintain an
efficient service they carried out their duties without complaint.

M. J. PERERA
CHAIRMAN.

19 S.L.N.L. S.B.



APPENDIX 1

Recommendation of the Committee

on

National Library Resources Development

Scope of materials to be obtained

Manuscripts, books and ‘non -beok malerials, periodicals, Newspapers, unpublished
reports, audio-visual materials (gramaphone records, tapes, casscttes, audio and video, films,
photographs, prints, slides, paintings, maps, recordings of unwritten literature, history etc, .
postage stamps, curren’y notes, materials, relating to heraldry, honours, grants etc, related
to life and culture of Sri Lanka and deemed necssary for the achievement of objectives
of the National Library. (Objectives of the National Library-vide annex !1)

" Methods of procurement

(a) Legal Deposit

(b) Copyright

(c) Gifts and Exchange
(d)y Purchases

(a) Legal Deposit

(i) The Committee observed that current Legislation on Legal Diposit is in adequate in
respect of the coverage of library materjals,

(ii) The Committee recommends that the facility of Legal Deposit should be transferred to
the National Library from the National Archives Department and the provisions of the
law be amended to suit the needs of a modern National Library.

(iii) Until such time as (i) and (ii) aboveis effected material not procured under Legai
Deposit, should be purchased.

(b) Copyright material

As.the Copyright Office will obtain all materials relevant to a National Library the
Board' .rr'ught profitably negotiate coordinating the work of the Copyright Office with the
Acquisitions Department of the National Library. It is suggested that the Copyright

Office be persuaded to obtain all materials in duplicate and transfer the duplicates to the
National Library.



(i)

(©) Gifts and Exchange
The Committee recommends that the National Library should have a programme of
obtaining foreign materials on Gifts and Exchange as far as practicable,through National
Libraries embassies etc.

Necessary financial allocation should be provided in the Board Budget for purchase of
local material for exchange purposgs.

(d) Purchases

Materials that' cannot be obtained under (a), (b) and (¢) above need to be purchased.
All materials purchased should preferbaly be in triplicate (Deposit Copy, Reference
Copy and inter—-Library Loan Copy).

Fugitive materials

Unpublished reports, memoranda etc. and materials published for limited circulation
specially by Government Departments, Corporations, Institutions which are important
for research and Information purposes cannot be obtained under any of the methods
stated above. A Cabinet decision directing Ministerial Secretaries to make arrangements
to device a scheme to emsurc regular flow of these materials to the Natioenal Library
appears_to be the only method of obtaining these materials.

The Committee lays particular emphasis on ‘recording’ of traditional art and literary
forms-Oral traditions, Music, Drama, Dance, Paintings, Architecture including important
buildings of artistic or historic value, in view of the fact that what remains is fast disapp-
earing or dying. It is recommended that basic equipment, necessary be purchased for this
purpose and work commenced early.

A systematic collection of resources of the National Library requires a preliminary

recording of what is already available in Libraries. Archives and Museums and in other
important collections in the country. The committee urge that the compi‘arlop of a N:{thqal
Union Catalogue of library resotrces is commencd immediately to ascertain the priorities

and plan out a systematic acquisition policy for the National Library.

The Committee is of the view that in regard to non-book materials many Departments
Institutions do posses materials produced by these respective organizations and the National
Library need not treat them as a priority area. But it hastnes to add that these collections
may not be availablto theusers of the National Library,the objectives of theowner institutions
in maintaining these collections being institutional and/or commercial use and not
free public use. Further, the preservation of these materials in these respective
institutions cannot: Dbe epsured owing to the constant changing policies with
regard to their usc and the exploitation. In these circumistances the Committee considers it
worthwhile to obtain a copy of every such product for deposit in the National Libra'ry.
This observation was made with reference to the SLBC, Film Corporation, Information
Department and the Philatelic Bureau.,

It was agreed that in the fields of Science and Technology the Natiopal Library should
concentrate immediatly on older materials in particular in view of the NSC programme of
buiiding up a current collections of books and periodicals in these areas of knowledge.



(iii)
Copies of valuablc and rarc manuscripts, books and other records relating to Sri

Lanka, available in foreign libraries should be obtained for the National Library. A foreign
exchange allocation should be made in the Board’s annual budget for this purpose.

N. Amarasinghe
. Director, National Library Services
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APPENDIX 1I'

Objectives and Functions of the
National Library

Acquire, organize and preserve a national collection of books. periodicals, manuscripts
maps, audio-visual and such other materials published andfor produced in Sri Lanka or
abroad and deemed useful as sources of infomation.

Serve as the National Research Centre for material relating to all aspects .+ Buddhism
Buddhist Culture and Civilisation.

Acquire and maintain books, periodieals and other forms of resource materials
deemed necessary for reading, research and information purpose on matters relating to life

and culture in general

Serves as the National Deposit Library for local material both printed and audio-visual

Serve as the National Bibliographic and. Research Centre of Sri Lanka and produce
and publish such bibliographic aids as deemed nzcessary for the dissemination of information.

Serve as the National Documentation and in{ormation Centre of Sri Lanka.

Make avaitable to the National Legislature, judiciary, Executive, State Corporations
and other state authorities the services and ifnormation resources of the National Librery

and Documentation Centre of Sri Lanka,

Serve as the National Coordinating Centre for Cataloguing, Indexing, Bibliographic
and Documentation work in Sri Lanka.

Servc as the National Centre for inter library Joans and International Exchange o]
Publications and other library materials.

Perform or exercise such other duties or functions as mgay in thc opinion of the
Board be deemcd necessary for the promotion of reading, research and information.
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