
S U P P L E M E N T
TO

tElje © u ir^ n n ip l
PART I.

Nc.  6 , 0 7 7 - F R I D A  Y, S E P T E M B E R 2 9 , 1  90 5.
T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ Or d in a n c e , N o. 24 o f  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants o f the Talahena subdivision 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Alutkuru Korale North, in the District of Negombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, _________ ■ G. M. F o w l e r , 1

Colombo, September 29, 1905. Acting Colonial Secretary.
Buies referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—Fob the Constbuction, Maintenance, and Peotection of
V illage W orks.

1. Charge of village 'properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, am balam s, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be  in charge of'the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f som e 
other person b y  by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names of all males residing w ithin 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale o f which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient.
The decision o f the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on  the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. — E very male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Governm ent ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departm ents, and 
persons exempted as unable to work b y  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to  be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen o f the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to  work he may commute 
his labour'by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to  pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman o f  his 
village to  attend and perform such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on  con­
viction , be liable to a fine.

8. NegUct. to contribute labour.— Every person ih charge of a communal work 
shall report to  the Committee completion of the work, and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day o f work on payment by  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above7mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.
Sub-Section 2.— Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing

Attendance ‘at Schools.
II . Erection and repairing of school-houses.— Whenever a school has been or 

shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the  ̂provisions o f  rules 4 to  9 in 
sub-section 1. ‘
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' 12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to  time determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and this maximum distance that they 
shall be required to  travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to school, in accordance w ith the directions giveii by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to  a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.—R egulation of F isheries and Fish K raals.

14. Fisheries.— A ny person who shall kill or take fish b y  means o f poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty o f an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— I t  shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of .the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. A ny person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 

for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 b y  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation of Industrial Products.
, 19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 

obtain seeds and plants o f such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free o f charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to  be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision. <

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to  him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

. 25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. • Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Seotion 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
Boundaries to private lands.—Boundaries of private lands within the sub- 

mvision shall he marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom, 
such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. A ny person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be com pleted.

28. Injury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— N o person shall befoul a  village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public walls.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f  upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to other property, the Com m ittee' 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable tune as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or. 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to  be done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount by way o f penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like maimer direct the removal, without paym ent o f  com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety o f passengers along any public road or street.

. 33. Putting dirt on public roads.— No person shall pu t any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to  take care o f them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary w ild  vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.—Abusive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to provoke a breach o f the peace. 
Sub-Section 10.— Prevention oe Accidents)connected with Toddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.— Every person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used fo tu  distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within his jurisdiction once a month, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—A ccidents from Spring Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the Com­
mittee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay  fifty cents to the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.— Prevention oe Gambling and Cock-pighting.
43. Gambling.— No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences b y  his presence or by  allowing the use o f  his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in  a lottery shall be deemed to  
have engaged in gambling within the meaning o f this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be perm itted in any public thorough­
fare within the division. °

45. Furious driving.— N o  person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.— Construction op Village Tribunal CouRT-housES.
* C- Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses— The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under 
tne provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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- ; .......Su b -Section ■ 14.— P enalty  on  Officers fob Breach: of D u t y .
47. .Penalty on -officers.—■-Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section o fth e  principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

- Sub-Section 15.— Collection of T olls. .
48. T olls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, N o. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. T oll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
mittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates’ shall be duly published.

Su b -Section  16.— V illage  R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W idth .
50. D efacing  village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a, fine.

51. Village paths through paddy f i e l d s . proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in  breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a  fine.

52. Roads  12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

i Sub-Section 17.— V illage  Canals.
. 53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 18.— L oitering  on T horoughfares.
54. L oitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. . An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub -Section 19.— N il . (See Ordinance N o. 10 of 1891.)

Sub -Section 20.— Selling  Spirits to F emales.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a 
fine.

Su b -Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance No. 23 of ' 1889.) ;

r  Sub -Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter o f sheep, goats, or pigs.— I t  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. H ouses to be whitewashed.-—-The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or f  ny other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(a) The past operation of such rules.
(b) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ Or d in a n c e , .Wo . 2 4  of  1 8 8 9 .

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exerciseof the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the UdUgaha pattu subdivision 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Salpiti korale, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, and 
the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. Acting Colonial Secretary.

i Rules referred to.

Sub -Section 1.— F or th e  Construction , Ma in te n a n c e , and  Protection  of
V illage W ork s .

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in  charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by ’ by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labou/r.—T he village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names o f all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy  of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale of which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
.The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages'are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  E very male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by  the Chairman o f the Com m ittee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be perform ed, 
the tune when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such maimer as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to  work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman' of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
v iction , be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person in  charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the w ork, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted; 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the am ount of com m utation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A n y person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 2.— Construction and  R epair  o r  Schoolrooms, and  securing
A ttendance  at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.—  W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to time determine the ages 
betw een  which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in  accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub -Section 3.— R egulation  of F isheries and  F ish  K raals.

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
■the permission o f such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be  used for catching fish or for soaking coeoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in fn y  river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section  4.— Communal L ands .

18: Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Su b -Section 5.— Cultivation  o f  I ndustrial Products.

f 19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to' stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in  such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined b y  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Commiltee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
.the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
..proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane o f the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

ouk-Section -B oundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub-

s Sh aU b® “ f 'T !  by fences’ ditches> or stones, according to the local custom, buch boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners oil both
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sides thereof. A n y  person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun* 
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be com pleted.

28. Injury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub -Section 8.— N uisan ces .
29. Befouling wells, <f;c.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring o f water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring', or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee may 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without paym ent o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety o f passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber,
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person competent to take care of them. . . .

34. ‘ Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on  any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— Ail houses and com pounds shall beJtept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Su b -Section 9.— A busive L anguage .
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to  provoke a breach of the peace.

■ Sub-Section 10.— Prevention of Accidents connected with Toddy-drawing.
39. Ropes to be used.— Every person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 

bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to  inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to  
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.— A ccidents from Spring  Gu n s , &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the 
Committee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to  the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Su b -Section 12.— Prevention  of Gambling and  Cock-fighting .
43. Gambling.— No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  alio whig the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving.—-Ho person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner. .'

Su b -Section 13. Construction of V illage T r ibu n al  Court-houses.
46. Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repair

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by  communal labour, under 
■the provisions of rules Nos., 4 to  9, sub-section 1. „
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• Sub -Section  14.— P enalty  on Officers for Breach  of D u t y .
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 15.— Collection of Tolls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.
. 49. Toll collectors.— W here the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­

m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.—Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in W idth.
50. Defacing milage paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine. .

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

62. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in w idth shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
63. Village canals.— Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

Village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 f.m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

1 i . _t Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.) <

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

.liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule sha.ll, on conviction, b e  liable to' a 
fine.

j. Sub-Section 21.—Nil. (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.) ;

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be com petent' for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 o f 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that'such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules. >
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The Village Communities’ Ordinance. N o. 24 or  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Mampe-Kesbewa sub­
division of the Chief Headman’s division called Salpiti korale, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. Fowler,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. -------------  Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub -Section 1.— F or the Construction , - Ma in ten an ce , an d  Protection  or
Village Works.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering-and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names o f all males residing 
within his division, between the ages o f 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy of the fist to  the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
o f which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it , 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or am ended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— E very male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in  the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it’shall be performed, and the number o f days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to  the Chairman of the Committee o f a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to  exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour
under these rules for any o f the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its com m uted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine. v

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— E very  person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion of the work and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day o f work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of com m utation due by the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction  and  R epair  op Schoolrooms, and  securing
A ttendance  at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has. been of 
shall hereafter be established by  the Gov&rmnent the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section L
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. A ny parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance w ith the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.:—These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made b y  the parents.

Sub -Section 3.— Regulation  of F isheries and  F ish  K raals.

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by means of poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing, in paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors o f paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose o f catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine.. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Section  4.—C ommunal L ands.

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

, Su b -Section 5.— Cultivation  of Industrial Products.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to  time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to  be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner's premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him  from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to  do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss o f time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the Same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to  the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.— B oundaries and F ences.

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

' Su b -Se c tio n  8.— N u is a n c e s .
29. Befouling wells, die.— N o person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In case such owner shall neglect or 
delay-to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by  way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee may 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without payment o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on  any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
tiling, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.
* 35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. diving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave, suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. It  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

Su b -S e c tio n  9.— A b u siv e  L a n g u a g e .
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach of the peace. 
Su b -Se c tio n  10.— P r e v e n t io n  of A c c id e n ts )c o n n e c t e d  w it h  T o d d y -d r a w in g .

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— I t  shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Su b -S e c tio n  11.— A ccid e n ts  fro m  Sp r in g  Gu n s , &c .
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be  proclaimed b y  the Com­
mittee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Su b -Se c tio n  12.— P r e v e n t io n  of  Ga m b l in g  a n d  C o c k -f ig h t in g .
43. Gambling.— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery  shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thorough­
fare within the division.

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.—Construction of Village Tribunal Court-Iiouses.
46. Construction of Village Tribunal court-hauscs.— The construction and repair 

■of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by  communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section.l.



( 12 )

Su b -S e c tio n  14.— P e n a l t y  on  O fficers  f o b  B r e a c h  of D u t y .
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the- 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine,

Su b -Se c tio n  15.— Co llec tio n  o f  T o lls .
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to  the 

approval o f the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Su b -S e ctio n  16.— V il l a g e  R oads  n o t  e x c e e d in g  12 .Fe e t  in  W id t h .
50. Defacing village 'paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on  conviction, be 
liable to a' fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention o f narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Bonds 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Su b -Se c tio n  17.— V illa g e  Ca n a l s .
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section 1.

Su b -S e ctio n  18.— L o ite r in g  on  T h o r o u g h f a r e s .
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m . o n  dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance N o . 10 of 1891.)

Su b -Se ctio n  20.— Se l l in g  Spir it s  to  F e m a l e s .
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Su b -Se ctio n  21.— N i l . (See O r d in a n c e  N o . 23 o f  1889.)

Su b -Se c tio n  22.— M isc e l la n e o u s .
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— I t  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman o f any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Koralerules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 o f 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

[а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the 

said rules.
{d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any 

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ Or d in a n c e , N o . 24 o f  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Kotte-Galkissa subdivision 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Salpiti korale (Colombo Division), in the District of Colombo, 
Western Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905, Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.
Su b -S e c tio n  1.— F o r  t h e  Co n s t r u c t io n , M a in t e n a n c e , a n d  P r o t e c t io n  of

V il l a g e  W o r k s .
1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 

minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge o f the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation o f the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headman o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before-the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale of which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving inform ation either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork , shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision o f the Committee as set forth in such fists or amended fists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the fist prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by  the Chairman o f the Com m ittee, shall be 
exempted from  performing % ork under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the w ork to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the- 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.-—If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which amount is n ot to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labotir;— E very person liable bo contribute labour 
uncier these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to  attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
v iction , be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person in  charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion of the w ork, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a fist of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent by  the defaulter 
of double the amount of com m utation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A ny person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—Construction and R epair op Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at -Schools.

11- Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair' of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1. ,
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  sch ool, in  accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be  liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made b y  the parents.

Su b -S e ctio n  3.— R e g u l a t io n  of  F ish e r ie s  a n d  F is h  K r a a l s .

14. fish eries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­
mite', or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be 'gu ilty  of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It  shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein -without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of-the persons whose interests-are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17-. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall-be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission o f the Committee and pay­
ment o f  such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
ruleshall, on  conviction , be liable to a fine.

Su b -S e c tio n  4.— Com m u n al  L a n d s .

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to  the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested h i them.

Su b -S e c tio n  5.— Cu l t iv a t io n  of  I n d u st r ia l  P r o d u c t s .

r 19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time,' 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who m ay-apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free o f charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Su b -Se c tio n  6.— Ca t t l e  T r e s p a s s , D is e a s e , & c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f a  herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in  such manlier as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—No cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f  'the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall' bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. I f  
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase w ithout loss of time, aud shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman w ho has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same £o 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of calUe.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall leport the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub -Section 7.— B oundaries and F ences.

. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub- 
ivtskhi shall be marked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom, 
uch boundaries shall he put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify  how- the boundaries should be defined 
and the tune within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Su b -S e c tio n  8.—^Nu is a n c e s .
29. Befouling wells, &e.— N o person shall befoul a village ela, .village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— No person affected with a .conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well,..spring, or bathing.place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water o f such well, spring, or. bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon  due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to other property, tl-ie. Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to cut it dow n .within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount b y  w ay of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.—T h e Committee may 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety o f passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.—-N o person shall p u t any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on  any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place,, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to  harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Su b -Se c tio n  9.— A b u siv e  L a n g u a g e .
38. Abusive language.— N o  person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to provoke a breach o f the peace.

Su b -Se c tio n  10.— P r e v e n t io n  of A ccid en ts  c o n n ec te d  -w it h  T o d d y -d r a w in g .
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account tod d y  is drawn shall be 

bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shail be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to  the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings .-—It  shall be the duty of the village, headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a.m onth, ,and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Su b -Se c tio n  11.— A c c id e n ts  fr o m  Sp r in g  G u n s , & gv

42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 
in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the 
Committee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay  fifty cents to the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Su b -Se c tio n  12.— P r e v e n t io n  of  G am blin g  a n d  Co c k -f ig h t in g .
43. Gambling.— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
wit-bin the division.

45.. Furious driving.—No  person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Su b -S e ctio n  13.— Co n str u c tio n  of  V il l a g e  T r ib u n a l  Co u r t -h o u ses .
46. Construction o f Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to  9. sub-section 1.
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Sub-Section 14.— Penalty on Officers for Breach of Duty-.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to  an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 1(5.—Collection of Tolls.
. 48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to  the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy  the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.—Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width.
50. Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a  fine. *>

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to- females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil . (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in  respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may. be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The V illage Communities ’ Ord in a n c e , N o . 24 on 1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in- 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the ICelaniya sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale West, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F owler,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. ' -----— Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.
Sub-Section 1.— Fob the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection or

Village Works.
1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 

minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation o f the dead, unless they have been placed in  charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names o f all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, o f  any 
other person, that any village work should' be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature o f the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient.
The decision of the Committee as set forth  in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— E very male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided, that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by  the Chairman o f the Committee, shall be 
exempted from perform ing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to  be performed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. ' Commutation of labour.— I f any person is unwilling to work he may commute 
his labour by  a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which am ount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay  its commuted value when duly noticed by  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con- 
ruction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and work, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of com m utation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 2.—‘Construction and  R epair  op Schoolrooms, and  securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.'—W hen ever  a school has been of 
shall hereafter be established by  the Govermnent the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1,
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich  children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to  travel from  their homes to attend such schools. A ny parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exem ption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Su b -S e c tio n  3.— R e g u l a t io n  oe F ish e r ie s  a n d  F ish  K r a a l s .

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish b y  means o f poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance w ith local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission o f the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece o f  water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction , be liable to a fine.

Su b -S ectio n  4 .^ zCom m ijnal L a n d s .

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the. Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

\
Su b -S e ctio n  5.— Cu l t iv a t io n  of  I n d u st r ia l  P r o d u c t s .

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to  be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to  be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to  or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common, herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Bu/rial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, w ithout loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to  do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses.of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the. Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.—-The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidano of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall bo put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by  the Committee to mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

S u b -S e c tio n  8.— N u is a n c e s .
29. Befouling wells, c(be.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.■— N o person affected with a conta-. 

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon, due complaint the: 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building., 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  tlie owner of such tree to cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In case such owner shall neglect or 
delay- to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by  way of penalty as for a breach, o f the rule-:

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Com mittee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without payment of com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of jiassengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber; 
mats, copra, arecanut, dr other com m odity (or keep carts) on  any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs. ,

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All bouses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from, filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

Su b -S e c tio n  9.— A b u siv e  L a n g u a g e .
38. Abusive language.—N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to  annoy any person, or to provoke a breach of the peace. 
Su b -Se c t io n  10.— P r e v e n t io n  of A cctden ts)c o n n ec te d  w it h  T o d d y -d r a w in g :

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the- feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a coeoanut flower shall renew; 
the sealing stick at. intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos w.ithin his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Su b -Se c t io n  11.— A ccid en ts  fro m  Sp r in g  Gu n s , <fec.
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the Com­
mittee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.—Prevention of Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or b y  allowing the use of Ins house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part, in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thorough­
fare within the division.

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.—Construction of Village Tribunal CouRT-housES.
4®' Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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. Sub-Section 1 4 —Penalty on Officers for Breach of Duty..
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section  of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 15.— Collection of Tolls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval o f the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee.m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.— Village Roads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width.
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine. ... .

51. ' Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the .intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— N o person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine,

Sub-Section 19.—Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.) ;

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the' 
village headm an, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. An}'' person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to he, whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

From andjftfter the date of publication of the above rulos in the Government 
Gazette a®?f||m pus rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  Tim Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th Decem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) A ny right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

i ' therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach o f the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, Lability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ Or d in a n c e , N o . 24 o f  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-.named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of seotion 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by-the inhabitants of the Mahara subdivision of the 
Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale West, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. i Acting Colonial Secretary.

Buies referred to.

Sub-Section ,-,l.—Fob the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection of
Village Works.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge o f the headman of the village, and also all places for- 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been p laced in charge o f some 
other person by by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages o f 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale of which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works.—  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any- 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deem ed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or am ended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. — Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by the 'Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work b y  the Chairman o f the Com mittee, shall be 
exempted from  performing w ork under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such maimer as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— I f ahy person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the- 
Committee, which am ount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to  contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, w ho fails to contribute ’ 
such labour or to pay its com m uted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction , be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— E very person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion o f the w ork, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a fist of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to  day of work on  paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.—A n y person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2. Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been ’ or.
shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair Of ' 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to 9 in; 
sub-section 1. ,
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich  children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be  liable to a fine.

13. jExemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Su b -S e ctio n  3.— R e g u l a t io n  of  F ish e r ie s  a n d  F ish  K r a a l s .

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means o f poison, dyna­
m ite , or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent o f  such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Su b -S eo tio n  4.— Co m m u n a l  L a n d s .

18. Communal grounds.*—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be  m aintained as provided b y  rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in  them.

S u b -Se ctio n  5.— C u l t iv a t io n  of I n d u st r ia l  P r o d u c t s .

' 19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to tune, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

S u b -S e c tio n  6.— Ca t t l e  T r e s p a s s , D is e a s e , &c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to  stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in  such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f  the subdivision. ' •

23. Segregation, of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head o f cattle belonging to  him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall

• disinfect the place b y  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.
24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 

herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.—-Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who lias 
a case o f murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President o f the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman o f the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Su b -Se ctio n  7.— B o u n d a r ie s  a n d  F e n c e s .

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall bo put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. A ny person ordered in writing by  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which sx^ch works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring o f water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foiil the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon  due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon  any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to  other property , the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n w ithin such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount b y  way o f penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, w ithout paym ent o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street. - '

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, tim ber, . 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to  take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person com petent to take care o f them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw can - 
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.—-All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty o f all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

S u b -S e c tio n  9.— A b u s iv e  L a n g u a g e .
38. Abusive language.—-No person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to  provoke a breach o f the peace.

Su b -S e c tio n  10.— P r e v e n t io n  oe A c c id e n ts  c o n n e c t e d  w it h  T o d d y -d r a w in g .
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account tod dy  is drawn shall be 

bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to  the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

S u b -Se c tio n  11.— A ccid en ts  fr o m  Sp r in g  G u n s , & c.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaim ed by the 
Committee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay  fifty cents to  the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Su b -Se ctio n  12.— P r e v e n t io n  oe Ga m b l in g  a n d  Co c k -f ig h t in g .
43. Gambling'. N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery  shall be deemed to  
havetengaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving. No person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Su b -S e c tio n  13.— Co n str u c tio n  o p  V ill a g e  T r ib u n a l  Co u r t -h o u se s .
Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses— 'The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1,
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Su b -Section  14.— P enalty  on Officers for B reach  of D u t y .
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Se c tio n  15.— Co llection  of  T o lls .
.48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established b y  the Committee, subject to tho 

approval o f the Governor , w ith the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.— V illage R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W id th .
50. Defacing milage paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall„on conviction, be liable to 

' a fine.
52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 

not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub -Section  17.— V illage Canals.
53. Village canals.— A ny repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section  1.

Su b -Se c tio n  18.— L o ite r in g  on  T h o r o u g h f a r e s .
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Se c tio n  19.— N i l . (See Or d in a n c e  N o . 10 of  1891.)

■ Su b -S e c tio n  20.— Se l lin g  Spir it s  to  F e m a l e s .
.55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Su b -Se c tio n  21.— N i l , (See Or d in a n c e  N o . 23 o f  1889.)

Su b  Se c tio n  22.— M isc e lla n e o u s .
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter Sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during tho night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 

• this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to  a fine.
_ 57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either
w ith makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions, of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutlcuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East lules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—  ;

(a) The past operation of such rules.
(b) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) A ny  investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The V illage  Communities ’ Ord inance , No. 24 or 1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Henaratgoda sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale West, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, • ■ G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. ------- —— Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Su b -S ection  1.— F o r  t h e  Co n st r u c tio n , M a in t e n a n c e , a n d  P r o t e c t io n  op
V ill a g e  W o r k s .

1. Charge of milage properties.— AR village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.—-The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names of all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to  the Chairman of the Village Committee, o f the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it , 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision o f the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any o f the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departm ents, and 
persons exempted as unable to work b y  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to  be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days ’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en o f the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the w ork and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and work, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and  R epair  on Schoolrooms, and  securing
A t te n d a n c e  a t  Sc h o o ls .

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been of. 
shall hereafter be established by the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to  9 in

■ sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to time determine the ages 
between w hich children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exem ption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to  the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents,

S u b -Se c tio n  3.— ’R e g u l a t io n  o s  F ish e r ie s  a n d  F ish  K r a a l s .

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means o f poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on  conviction , be liable to  a fine.

Su b -S e c tio n  4.— Co m m u n al  L a n d s .

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Su b -Se c tio n  5 .—-Cu l t iv a t io n  of  I n d u st r ia l  P r o d u c t s .

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

S ub-Section 6.— Cattle T respass, D isease , &c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— No cattle shall be removed 
from any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head o f cattle belonging to  him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss o f time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to  do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and \ 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub -Section 7.— B oundaries and F ences.

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by  the Com mittee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any
such boundary. J

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— N o person shall befoul a village ela, village well or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells— N o person affected with a conta 

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing nlaee 
or wash clothes, or m  any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.’

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses— E  upon  due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to other property, the Committee’ 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within such rea 
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In case such owner shah neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the am ount by  w ay of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares— The Committee mav 
in like manner direct the removal, without paym ent o f  com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety o f passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish timber 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on  any village road or 
path, nor allow children too  young to take care of themselves to be thereon un’ ess in 
charge of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses— N o  person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings place or

outrfged. ^  ° ther a0t by  WhiCh any individual is insulted or p S  decency

35 Disturbing public repose— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs. ^

shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

“ S K f  11 b“ d" ‘y of “ •
Sub-Section 9.— Abusive Language.

38 Abusive language— N o person shall use abusive or indecent lamnuum in 
any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to provoke a breach o f tlSTpface 
Sub-Section 10.—Prevention or Accidents)connected with Toddy-drawing.
, f ' .  R °peS t0, iB uscd. Every person on whose account tod dy  is drawn shall be 
bound, m  coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct goorl and a 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shah 
consist of foui- strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f every fo m  months 
two new ropes shall be added to- the line of ropes used for the feet.
„ j j ° - . ^ ^ “ ^ - - T h e  tapper of a kited or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41., Headmen to inspect couplings— It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a month fmrl t 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules. 1 ’ and to

Sub-Section 11.—A ccidents ' prom Spbing Guns, &c.

S c 0 & ' £ £ £ ? % &  proclamea W iCant ^  ^  ^

S™ - J ct*on ^ . - P revention or Gambling and Cock-righting.

these' of&nceVby his presence o ^ l V X w u S  t f  “ “ i  w  or abet
purposes. (Any person X  o r e L l ^ f  n w ^ .8 f 6 ° f bls house or land for such
have engaged in gambling withm the m e a n in g ^ ft S ^ i le  ) 7  ^  b6 de6med t0

fa m w i £ t h 3 ^  <* rt-r8° in*  ShaU *  * * * * * * * *  *  any public thorough- 

thoroughfare in ahuTous m careless m ln n L ^1'^ 6 ^  vehicle or animal °n  a public

Sub-Section ^ . - C onstruction or Village Tribunal CouRT-housES.

o f ' ViUag^Tribunal h L ^ 't C f b T T m - r i e d  COnstrucfcion and repair
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, s u b -s e c t io n !^  ° Ut by C0lnmunal labour, under
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Sub-Section '14.—Penalty on Offtoebs fob Bbeach of D uty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 15.— Collection of Tolls.
48. , Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  l e v y  the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Seotion 10.—Village Roads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width.
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance o f village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet ip. width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 

“rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

' Sub-Section 17.—Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be earried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— LoitehingonThob.ougheab.es.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p.m. on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

SubtSection 19.—-N il. (See Obdinanck No. 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.—-Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.—Nil. (See Obdinance N o . 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman he absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.—-The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu,’ lim e, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th Jvme, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th Juno, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect-—■

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) A ny right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The Village'C ommunities’ Ordinance , N o. 24 oe 1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of .the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under .the provisions of section 
16 o f the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the BemmuUa subdivision of the 
Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale West, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, ■ G. M. Eowler, 1

Colombo, September 29, 1905. . Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.
Sub-Section 1.—Fob the Constbuction, Maintenance, and Protection of

Village Works.
1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 

minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person by by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons'liable to labour.— The village headman o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names o f all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy o f the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale o f which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be  deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall b e  final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work by  the Chairman of the Com mittee, shall be 
exem pted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number o f days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee.shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour b y  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee o f a sum fixed by.the 
Committee, which amount is n ot to  exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to  contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, w ho fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman o f his 
village to  attend and perform  such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on con­
viction , be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour. —  E very person in charge o f a communal work 
shall report to  the Committee completion of the work, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to  attend and work, or to  make a payment in  money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day o f work on  paym ent by  the defaulter 
o f double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A n y person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to  9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.—Regulation of Fisheries and Fish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.— A ny person who shall kill or take fish b y  means of poison, dyna­

m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.— It  shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining, the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be  used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent of such fees as the Committee m ay determine. A ny person infringing this 
rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 

for  such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided b y  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation of Industrial Products.
! 19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to  time, 
obta in  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or f?ee of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in  such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined b y  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain.or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as posable, to the 
Chairman o f the Village Committee and to the President o f the Village Tribunals

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall bo put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both



( 3 i )

sides thereof Anv person ordered in w riting b y  the vA>mmu,bee ^
dary shall do so. ^Sueh notice shad specify  how  the boundaries, should be define
and the time within which such works shall be  com pleted.

28. In jury to'boundaries.— N o  person shad alter, deface, or w ilfudy injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—-Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— N o person shad befou l a vd lage ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any  vdlage.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected  w ith  a conta­

gious or infectious disease shad bathe at any pubdc w ed , spring, or bath ing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water o f such w ed , sprm g, or bath ing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f  upon  due com pla in t the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fad u pon  any house or other budding, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to  other p rop erty , the Com m ittee 
shad give notice in writing to  the owner o f such tree to  cu t it d ow n  w ithin  such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay adow . In  ease such ow ner shad neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Com mittee shad cause th e  w ork  to  be don e at his 
expense, and may recover the am ount b y  w ay of penalty as for  a breach  o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— T h e Com m ittee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, w ithout paym ent o f  com pensation , o f  any  tree 
dangerous to the safety o f passengers along any public road  or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shad p u t any d irt, rubbish , tim ber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity  (or keep carts) on  any  vd lage road  or 
path, nor allow children too  young to  take care of themselves to  be  thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person com petent to  take care o f them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shad throw  stones a t houses, draw  cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on  any  buildings, p lace , or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or pu blic  decency  
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shad disturb the p u b d c  repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— I t  shall 
not be lawful for any resident to  harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— A11 houses and com pounds shad be k ept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary w d d  vegetation  b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shad be the du ty  o f ad Police Vidanes to  see that th is rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— A busive L anguage.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shad use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to p rovok e a breach o f the peace.

Sub-Section 10.— Prevention of A ccidents connected w ith  T oddy-draw ing .
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account to d d y  is drawn shad be  

bound, in Coupling trees, to use or cause to  be used four d istinct good  and sound 
ropes for tho feet and three ropes for the hands. E ach  rope  w hen fixed  shad 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f  every four m onths 
two new ropes shall be added to  the line o f ropes used for  the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a  cocoanu t flower shad renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— I t  shad be the du ty  o f the vidage headm an 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction  once a m on th , and to  
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 1 1 .—A ccidents from String Gu n s , &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shad be set w ithout the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shad be proclaim ed b y  the 
Committee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shad pay  fifty  cents to  the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 1 2 . Prevention of Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling. - N o  person shall engage in gam bling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or by  adowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in  a lottery  shall be deem ed to  
have engaged m gambling within the meaning of this rule )

. i £ i n  S S 3 &  N °  “ rt' rO0ine b* P” “ M ,d  “  “ V  public thoroughfare

J L f f s ,  » “ “ • > » *  ■»**>
Sub-Section 13.— Construction of V illagf T-rt-rttvat-v mnAGE tribu nal  Court-houses.

46. Construction of Villaqe Tribunal m .
o f Village Tribunal court-houses shad be carried oiit h e  construction  and repair
the provisions of rules N os. 4 to  9, sub-section 1 . ^ om m unal labour, under
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Sub-Section 14.— Penalty on Officers fob Breach op Duty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.—Collection op T olls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to  the 

approval o f the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Su b-Section  16.—V illage R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width .
60. Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a  fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defaping it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a  fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rqles Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
64. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 b .m . on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  aline.

Sub-Section 19.—N il . (See Ordinance N o. 10 of 1891:) :

• Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. " Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction; be liable to a . 
fine:

Sub-Section 21.— Nil . (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Seotion 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter. of sheep, goats, or pigs.— I t  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29thDecem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein. .
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in  respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
earned on as if the above rules had not been published.



The V illage  Communities ’ Or d in a n c e , N o . 24 or 1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Alutgama sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale West, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
i Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. ------------ Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—For the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection op
Village W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalarus, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the.burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f  names of all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from* a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the lis t  as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or am ended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in  the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by  the Chairman o f the Committee, shall be 
exempted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days ’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to  work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a payment to  the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any o f the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly  noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con-

, viction, be liable to  a fine.
8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person in  charge of a communal work 

shall report to the Committee completion of the w ork and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of w ork on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A ny person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—Construction and Repair op Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been of 
shall hereafter be established by  the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1.



12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich children shall attend school.and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to  send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be  liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to  the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.—R egulation of Fisheries and Fish K raals.
14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish b y  means of poison, dyna­

m ite , or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance w ith local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission o f the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment o f  such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction , be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 

for such lands as it ipay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be  maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.—Cultivation o'f Industrial Products.
19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 

obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

' . . S ub-Section 6.—-Cattle Trespass, D isease, &c.

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to  stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to he loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such maimer as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation Of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined by  the village headman, and-he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case o f murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to  the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Su b -Se ctio n  7.— B o u n d a r ie s  a n d  F e n c e s .

27. Boundaries to private lands.—-Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, die.— No person' shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  Uut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee may 
in like manner direct the removal, without paym ent of com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.—N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on  any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— Abusive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace. 
Sub-Section 10.— Pbevention of Accidents)connected with Toddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good  and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Bach rope when fixed shall 
consist o f four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Su b -S e c tio n  11.— A ccid en ts  ib o m  Sp r in g  G u n s , & c .
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed b y  the Com­
mittee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 1 2 .— Pbevention of Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.—-No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences b y  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part iff a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— No cart-racing shah be perm itted in any public thorough­
fare within the division. °

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare m  a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.— Construction of Village Tribunal C'cuBT-housES.
f 4®' Conduction  of Village Tribunal court-houses.-— The construction and repair 

o mage Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, xuider 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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C S ub-Section 14..—Penalty on Officers fob. Breach of Duty.

47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an. office created -under the
ll.th  section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

> Sub-Section 15.— Collection of Tolls.
'48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section o f the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.— Village Roads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width.
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

. 51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance o f village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.—Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

■hamlet after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement o f this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 19.—Nil. (See Ordinance N o . 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
. 55. Sale of intoxicating liguor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil. (See Ordinance N o . 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headm an be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or any other suitable, substance whenever-they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rulos dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Kprale East rules under tlio Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th Decem ber, 1902, arc cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy m ay be

— . carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The V illage  Communities ’ Ord in a n c e , No. 24 of 1889;

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise, of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Egoda Potha subdivision of 
the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale East, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F ow ler ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. Acting Colonial Secretary.

R u les referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—For the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection of
Village Works.

1. Charge of village 'properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter o f cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons 'liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names o f all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Com mittee o f the korale o f which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in  it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
bn the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal* Telegraph, and R ailw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work b y  the Chairman of the Com mittee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such maimer as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to  work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to  attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to  a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour. —  E very person in charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the w ork, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and w ork, or to m ake a payment in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of w ork on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the am ount of com m utation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—Construction and Repair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or
shall hereafter be established .by  the Government the construction- and -repair of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
subjection 1. .. ........................... ........ .
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12. Attendance,-—The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. A ny parent or 
guardian, w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  sch ool, in  accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to  a fine.

13. Exemption,-—These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.—Regulation or Fisheries and Fish' Kraals.
14. Fisheries.— Any person w ho shall kill or take fish b y  means of poison, dyna­

m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty o f an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission o f the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall; on conviction, be liable to a fine.

117. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish' or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
Shall be erected; nor shall any existing kraal be continuedin any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of Vrater without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment' o f  sUoh fees as tile Com m ittee'm ay deterfnine. A ny person inf ringing this 

’ phi & shall; oti'convictihn, be liable to  a fine.

S u b -S e c t i o n  4 .— C o m m u n a l  L a n d s .

, 18., . Communal grounds.-—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for  such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided b y  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested 'in  them.

Sub-Section 5.—.Cultivation Ob Industrial Products.
f  19; Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
bbtttin seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
payment, or free of'charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20.’ Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

pu b lic  thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the oharge of. a herdsman.

21’. Tethering oh roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in  such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 

■ other, village o f ’ the subdivision.
23: Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every

sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect' the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial .of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shallbury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase w ithout loss of time’, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of catile murrain.— E very proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a. ease of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the-circum stance to the village headman, Who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals Or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle Which may have been lost or stolen 
shall .forthwith givo information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman o f the Village Committee and to the President o f the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.— Boundaries and Fences.

Boundaries to private lands.-—Boundaries of private lands within the sub- 
diyigion shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall bo put up at the joint expense of the joint owfiers on both
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Bides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by  the Com mittee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should/be .'defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, A c.— N o person shall befoul a village ela,. village well, or 

spring o f water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants of-any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— H o  person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing,pl<u?e, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul,the water of such well,,spring, orb i^ h in gp lace .

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.—T f upon due . com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the.Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within sucli rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be-done at-his 
expense, and may recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach "offthe rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— T he  Committee m ay 
in  like manner direct the removal, without payment o f  com pensation, o f-an y ‘ tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall pu t any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on  any village road or 
path, nor allow.ehildren too young to take care of themselves to.be thereon, unless in 
charge of some, person com petent to take, care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person, shall disturb the public-repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs..

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to  harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be. kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the-owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be  the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.—Abusive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive pr indecent language in  

any place where it is likely to annoy any person pr to provpke a  breach o f the peace,

Sub-Section 10.—Prevention of Accidents connected with Toddy-dkawing.
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account tod.dy is drawn shall be 

bound, in  ooupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for tho feet and three ropes for the hands. Each ropo when fixed shall 
consist o f four strands, and shall' be entirely new. A t the end o f every four months 
tw o new ropes shall be added to  tlie, line of ropes used for,the. feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after, six months.

41. . Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to  inspect the coupling and bam boos Within'his jurisdiction pnce a m onth, 'and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—Accidents prom Spring G-uns, &c.
42. Setting spring gum .— N o spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the 
Committee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay  fifty cents to the 
Committee for the expense of. the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.—-Prevention oe Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.— H o  person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presenoe or by  allowing the use o f his house or land-for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a  lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Oart-racing. H o  cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving. —No person shall drive any vehicle or annual on a public ■ 
thorough!are in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Seotion 13.—Construction oe Village Tribunal Court-houses.
46. Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.— T he  construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried put b y  com m unal labour, under 
the provisions of rules.Nos. 4 to  9, sub-section 1,
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Sub-Section 14.—Penalty on Officers for Breach of Duty.
-47. Penalty on officers.— A ny person appointed to  an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
n eglect or breach of duty, he liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.—Collection of Tolls.
48.. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to  the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

S u b -S e c t i o n  16.— Village Roads not exceeding 12 Feet ln Width.
5 0 .  " Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in  breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.—Village Canals.
63. Village canals.— Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

Village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
' sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.—Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 T.m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
’so doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.) !

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
. 55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, bo liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 23 o f  1889.) t

Sub-Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
66. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headm an be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith  makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

F rom  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Ivorale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East lules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th Decem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(a) The past operation of such rules.
(b) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein. •
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

, said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

suclh right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
©very such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy m ay be 

u carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V i l l a g e  C o m m u n i t i e s ’  O r d i n a n c e , N o .- 24 or 1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Megoda Potha sub-division, 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale East, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. ------------  Acting Colonial Secret—

B u ie s  referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—Fob the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection or
Village Works.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f  • names of all males residing 
within.his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
o f which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth  in such lists or am ended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— E very male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to- 
wards*the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unablo to  work b y  the Chairman of the Committee, shall .be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number o f days ’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall '  
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.-—If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
tinder these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by  the headman of his ' 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to  a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour. — E very person in charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion of the work and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and work, or to  m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.-—The Committee shall direct that such'defaulter be  prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day o f work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
Water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

S u b -S e c t i o n  2 .— C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e p a i r , o r  S c h o o l r o o m s , a n d  s e c u r i n g

Attendance at Schools.
11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been of 

shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to  time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  sch ool, in accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall .be liable to  a fine.

13. Exem ption .— Those rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
oth er provision  to the satisfaction o f the Committee has been made by  the parents.

S u b - S e c t i o n  3 .— R e g u l a t i o n  o r  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  F i s h  -K r a a l s .

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish b y  means o f poison, dyna­
m ite , or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance w ith local custom, 
shall be  guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It  shall not bo lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors o f paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece o f water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent o f such fees as the- Committee m ay determine. Any. person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction , be liable to a fine.

Sub-Seotion A.—Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 

for  such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall.be m aintained as. provided by  rules 4 to. 9 b y  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation of Industrial Products.
19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 

obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it. may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free o f charge. Expenses in  connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Seotion 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease,. &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart, road or 
in such manner as will, allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  .any village in  the subdivision where there is cattle disease to  ,or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to  him from  the common herd, and shall, put it  into 
such secluded place-as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall .die. the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than sixfeet deep. I f  
the. proprietor o f  herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a.case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to  the village headman, who shall forthwith teport the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to  the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Polioe Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Seotion 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private: lands within the sub­

division shall he mafked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall bo put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on. both
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sides thereof. A n y person ordered in writing b y  the Gommittee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be com pleted.

28. In jury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

S u b - S e c t i o n  8 .— N u i s a n c e s . "  -i"

29. Befouling wells, &c.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 
spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants of any village.

30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o  person affected w ith a conta­
gious or infectious disease shall bathe at 'any  public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay  foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f  upon  due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut i t 1 dow n within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be done at his 
expense, and m ay recover th e  amount b y  w ay of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The  Com m ittee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without paym ent o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any  dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too  young to  take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge-of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on  any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— I t  shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out. •

Sub-SectiOn 9.—-Abusive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace.
S u b -S e c t i o n  10.—P r e v e n t i o n  o f  A c c i d e n t s ) c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  T o d d y - d b a w i n g .

39. Ropes to be used.— E very  person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist o f four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be  added to  the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper o f a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It  shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

• Sub-Section 11.—Accidents from Spring Guns, &q.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be  set w ithout the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaim ed b y  the Com­
mittee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay  fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

S u b -S e c t i o n  1 2 ;— P r e v e n t i o n  o p  G a m b l i n g  a n d  C o c k -f i g h t i n g .

43. Gambling.— N o  person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet
these offences by  Iris presence or by  allowing the use o f his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gam bling w ithin the meaning of this rule.) ^

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be perm itted in any public thorough-
fare within the division. 6

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner. r

Sub-Section 13— Construction op Village Tribunal Court-Iiouses.
46. Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.— T he construction and repairf iT-ii . ™ , J ------- — .mu uuiBuuuuun am

.o f  Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by  communal labour 
the provisions of rules N os. 4 to  9, sub-section 1,

under
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Sub-Section ' 14.— Penalty on Officers for Breach of D uty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
.neglect or breach of duty, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 15.—Collection of T olls.
,48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published,

Sub-Section 16.— Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in W idth. '
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section .1.

Sub-Section 18.—L oitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.-—N o person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing- A n infringement of tins rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.—Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil . (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith makulu, lime, or any other suitablo substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—  ^

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and
- every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be

carried on as if the above rules had not been published, ■ - . ...
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T he V illage Communities’ Ordinance , No. 24 of 1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Mapitigama subdivision of 
the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale East, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, ' ,G. M. F ow ler ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905, Acting Colonial Secretary.

R u les referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—F ob the ' Construction, Maintenance, and Protection of
Village W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person by by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of parsons 'liable to labour.— The village headman o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a  copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale o f  which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision o f the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work b y  the Chairman of the Com m ittee, shall be 
exem pted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the w ork to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number o f days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a payment to the Chairman of the Committee o f a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which am ount is n ot to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to  contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person ih charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion o f the w ork, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to  attend and work, or to  make a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such %defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on  paym ent by  the defaulter 
o f double the amount of commutation due b y  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A ny person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established by, the Government the construction «nd repair, of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to  9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance,.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een  which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required' to travel from .their homes to. attend such schools. A ny parent or 
guard! ap. w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, ip  accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule,

. shall be liable to a fine.
13. Exemption.— These rides shall, not apply to children for whose education 

other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— R egulation or  Fisheries and F ish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.— A ny person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

m ite, or. other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of-an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.— It  shall.not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.—No person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpqse of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of .the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be,used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece o f water without the previous permission o f the Committee and pay­
m ent o f such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall’, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section. 4.— Communal Lands.

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be  maintained .as. provided ,by rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested, in  them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation oe Industrial Products.

r 19. , Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
frpm. the communal .funds.

Sub-Section 6.— Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—No .cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the dharge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.—No,animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f  the subdivision.

23. Segregation o f diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head, of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into

• su^h secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
'disinfect the place b y  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

,24. .Burial qf sick cattle.—-When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall hury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
propped,to bury, the carcase w ithout loss of time, and shall recover tbe expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

.25, Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a ease of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked by fences, ditches;'or stones, according to the local custom . 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. A ny person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark 'his boun- 
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

such"boundary^0 houndari6s' ~ S o  Person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injurO any

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, < fcc.-N o person shall befoul a  village ela, village well or 

spim g o f water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f  any village. ’
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected with a conta- 

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or b T tW g  p la S  
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.’
r  JL1 ‘ . ^ moval, ° f  ^ ig e r o u s  trees overhanging houses.— .If upon due com plaint the 
or ^ ^  a r n L T t io ^  h a« y  tree is likely to.fall upon any house or o th e/bu ild ing , 
= L n  oonfhtion dangerous to  the occupants or to other property, the Committee 

“ writing to  the owner o f such tree to  cut it dow n k th ir i X h  ma- 
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall negWct or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by  w ay of penalty as for a  breach o fth o ’ rute.

in like manner dt.p^nf r ° “ 6' ^  f on? ^ uUic thorough fa r e s .-T h e  Committee m ay
d a n e e r ^ X  t h / emOVa1, W1f 0ut Payment o f  com pensation, o f any treeangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street. 7

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any d irt rubbish'’ W rM l, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keen carts) or. m ’ “ X  ’ 
path, nor allow children too  young to take care o f them^elves n h X f  llag°  r10ad .or 
charge of some person com petent to take c T e  0f  them °  bS there° n ’ “

m y other “ * by - h" h d " : « ;

» n d g a r d e n , t a l r o m 'S f r a b b i t t ,  a t d t ’* ? * * “

1 ST 11 *h*11 be d"ly " *“ Mi“ ̂  r..
Sub-Section 9.—Abusive Language.

“ y p i . . . i K ,

SdM .or.6K 10.-Ps .™ m i„K o ,  Ac c e n t ,  connect. .  w m rToddM K .vm ..srsr.j'ir k  <*>ropes for the feet and three roues for the l,a ^ 6d femr distinct good and sound 
consist of four strands, and shah be entirely new X ^ h f e n T f  Whei\ fixed sha11 
tw o new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the i e e t j ^

the scaling sthk  a t l^ t e X l s  m t e r X X l t h a  ^  ° r *  Cocoanut flower shall renew

to the village headman
prosecute offende/s under t h e S ^ ^ ^  JUrlsdlCtlon once a month; and to

' ao c ! UB'SECTI0N 1L^ Accidents Spbing Gunsj &c.
in L i t S g T f  Z X S 0 SD  gUnS 8ha11 be without the permission 
Committee by  b e a t - t f X S n  S  t h ! T T n ? hf J e P r i m e d  b y  the 
Committee for the expense of th e ’proefamation ShaU P&y f i %  Cents to  the

43. o p ™  Z t0;  "  GA™  Cock-eighting .
these offences b£  his p r E c e  o t t y  eock-fighting, or abet
purposes. (Any person w ho oreani'Ls n r X 8 th ?®.e of ,hls house or land for such 
have engaged in gambling w ith *  the m e a n S g X th is  Z l  J0^  ShaU be deemed to

within S T ^ : Z  N° Cart̂ 0ing 8haU be permitted in any public thoroughfare 

thoLghf™ ”  S S * ™  “ y  V° h k '°  ”  “ l™ ' °» « public

^ m'c:zz^cv ^ v̂ T  r vt °‘ ™srait c o d , ™ , . , .
o f Village Trib unal court-houses shah* be° c l t X SeS‘~ "The C0nstl*uotion and repair 
the provisions o f rules Nos. 4 to 9, su f-se c tro n T  ^  c^ m u n a l  labour, X er
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Sub-Section 14.— P enalty on Oppicers for Breach op Duty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to  an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect'or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.— Collection op Tolls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established b y  the Committee, subject to  the 

approval o f the Governor, w ith the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a  schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

i Sub*Seotion 16.— V illage R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in W idth .
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor o f paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths* leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to

. a fine.
52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 

n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

1 Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— A n y repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughpares.
54. Loitering.— No> person shall loiter without a light on  any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 19.—Nil . (See Ordinance N o. 10 op 1891.) j

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil. (See Ordinance N o. 23 op 1889.) j

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered dining the night. Should

. the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine. '

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders

. from  the Committee. ^

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules.under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29thDecem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

^ ■ («) The past operation of such rules.
(6) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred 

therein.-
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the 

. i said rules.
(<f) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any 

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 

_ carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The  V illage  Communities ’ Ord in a n c e , N o . 24 op  1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Weke sub-division’ 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale East, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, - . G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. ------------ . Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—F or the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection op
Village W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other-village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation o f the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burial's Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headman o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a  list of 1 names of all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it , 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision o f the Committee as set forth in  such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— E very male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
65 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to- 
wards^the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work b y  the Chairman o f the Committee^ shall be 
exempted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to be perform ed, 
the time when it  shall be performed, and the number o f days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen o f the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting, to contribute labour,— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to  pay its commuted value when duly noticed by  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to  a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work and shall furnish to the Com- 
mittee?a list o f persons who fail to attend and w ork, or to  make a payment in money.

9. Prosecution.— The  Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day o f work on  paym ent by  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—-Construction and R epair op Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses,— W henever a school has been of 
shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
■sub-section 1.
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12: Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages
betw een  w hich  children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required to  travel from  their homes to attend such schools. A n y  parent or 
guardian w ho, w ithout reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any o f his children 
to  sch ool, in  accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall b e  liable to a fine.

13. Exem ption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to  the satisfaction of the Committee has been made b y  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— R egulation of Fisheries and F ish K raals.
14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

m ite , or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall b e  guilty  of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors o f paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or "their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close, any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to-be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be  erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent o f such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction , be liable to  a fine.

.Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.

18: Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent
for such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in  them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation or Industrial Products.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  tim e to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free o f charge. Expenses in  connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—CaTTlE Trespass, Disease, .&c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to  be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f a  herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.—:N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in  the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place b y  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor, or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. I f  
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses o f 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to  the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which m ay have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police. Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. -  A liy  person ordered in writing by the Committee to m ark his>boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within whioh such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section  8.— N uisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— No person affected w ith a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in  writing, to  the owner of such tree to  cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to  be  done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount b y  w ay of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal o f dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.—-The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without paym ent o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on piiblic roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on  any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person com petent to take care o f them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on  any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose — N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. diving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37! Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— A busive L ang u ag e .
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach of the peace.
Sub -Section  10.— P beventio n  o r  A ccidents)connected w ith  T o d d y -d raw in g .

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper o f a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It  shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub -Section  11.— A ccidents fbom Seeing  Gu n s , &c .
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring, guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the Com­
mittee b y  beat o f  tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Su b -Section 12.— Pbevention  of Gambling and  Cock-fighting .
43. Gambling— No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or, abet 

these offences by  his presence or b y  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be perm itted in any public thorough­
fare within the division. e

45. Furious driving.— No person shall drive any vehicle or animal on  a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.—Constbuction of Village Tbibunal CouaT-housES.
. Gor^ructioii of Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repair 

o f Village Tribunal court-houses shall -be carried out by  communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, su b ject ion  1.
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. . . . .. .S u b -S e c t io n  14.— Pe n a l t y  on  Officers  fo b  B r e a c h  of  D u t y .
PenaltV on officers.— A ny  person appointed to an office created under the 

i  , s®ctl° n  o f ĥe principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Su b -S e ctio n  16.— Collectio n  of T o lls .
48, Tolls.—-The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval o f the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section o f the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1880, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of suoh tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appom t toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Su b -Se c tio n  16.— V ill a g e  R o ads  n o t  e x c e e d in g  12 F e e t  in  W id t h .
50. Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.—Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under’ rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering. No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement o f this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Su b -Sectipn  19,— N il . (See Ordinance N o. 10 o f  1891.)

Sub-Section 20.—Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or jany other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
aSect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the 

said rules.

(“ ) ^  investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any 
such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
earned on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ Or d in a n c e , N o . 24 oe  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Dompe subdivision of 
the Chief Headman’s division called Siyane Korale East, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September, 29, 1905, Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub-Section 1.— F ob the Construction , Ma in ten an ce , and  Protection , of
V illage  W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person by by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labowr.— The village headm an of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy o f the list to  the Chairman of the Village, Committee o f  the korale o f  which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be  deemed expedient. 
The decision o f the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any o f the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  .India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work by  the Chairman of the Com mittee, shall- be 
exem pted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which am ount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, w ho fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to  a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— E very person in charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the w ork, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a payment in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent by  the defaulter 
of double the amount o f commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A ny person obstructing any village path , road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or ■ 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub -Section  2.— Construction and  R epair  of Schoolrooms, and  securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established b y  the Governm ent the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under the provisions o f  rules 4 t o  9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between w hich children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required to travel from  their homes to attend such, schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho; without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to  send any of his children 
to  school, in  accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall b e  liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— Regulation or Fisheries and Fish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.— A ny person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

m ite, o f  other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It  shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission o f the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals:—N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on  conviction , be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to  the Government Agent 

for such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation oe Industrial Products.
F 19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  tune to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the com m unal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
. 20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

• 23.- Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head o f cattle belonging to  him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined b y  the village headman, and he' shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase w ithout loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which m ay have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, w ith as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman o f the Village Committee and to the President o f the Village Tribunals

Su b -S ection  7.— B o u n d a r ie s  and  F e n c e s .

.m7\ Boundaries to private lands.—-Boundaries of private lands, within the sub- 
, division shall be marked by fences,- ditches, or stones, according to. the loca l custom. 

Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. A ny person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. ■ Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Su b -Section 8.— N u isances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected w ith a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon  due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon  any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount by  w ay of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the removal, without paym ent o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, tim ber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty o f all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub -Section  9.— A busive L angu age .
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person Or to  provoke a breach of the peace.

Sub-Section  10.— P revention  of A ccidents connected w ith  T o d dy -dr a w in g .
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account tod dy  is drawn shall be 

bound, in Coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for tho feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to  the line of ropes used for tlie feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to  
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Su b -Section 11.— A ccidents from Spring  Gu n s , &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the 
Committee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay  fifty cents to the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub -Section 12.— Prevention  of Gambling  and  Cock-fighting .
43. Gambling.— N o, person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to  
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving.—H o  person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub -Section 13.— Construction of V illage  T r ibu n al  Court-houses.
Co™ il'uctiof l ° f  Village Tribunal court-houses.— 'Tho construction and-repair 

of Village' Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by  communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to  9, sub-section 1.
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Sxjb-Sectxon 14.—Penalty on Officers fob Breach of Duty.
47. Penalty on officers.— A ny person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
n eglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.— Collection of Tolls.
48.. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to  the 

approval of the Governor, w ith the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, _may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— W here the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule o f which 
rates shall be duly published.

Su b *Se o t io n  16.— V il l a g e  R o a d s  not exceeding 12 Feet in Width.
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. A n y person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see; that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a  fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in w idth shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Su b -Section  17.— V illage Canals .
53. Village canals.— A ny repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any

village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section  1. '

Su b j e c t io n  18,— L oitering on T horoughfares.
54. Loitering.— N o person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Su b -Section 19,— N il . (See Ordinance N o. 10 of 1891.) I

Sub-Section  20.— Selling  Spirits to F em ales.
, 55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Su b -Section 21.—-Ni l . (See Ordinance N o. 23 of 1889.)

Su b -Section  22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headm an be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. A ny person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

F rom  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions o f “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance N o. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th Decem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

. said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T he V illage  Communities ’ Ordinance , No. 2 4  o f  1889.

IT ia hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Aturugiriya sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Hewagam korale, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. Eow ler ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. -------------  Acting Colonial Secretary.

Buies referred to.

Sub-Section 1.— For the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection o s
V illage W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f t names o f all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to  the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
of which his division forms a  part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. U ability and exemption.— Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards ;the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Governm ent ser­
vants permanently em ployed in  Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departm ents, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work b y  the Chairman of the Com mittee, shall be 
exem pted from  performing w ork under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to  be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en of the 
respective^ villages shall order ou t the labour in such manner as the Com m ittee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.—I f  any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour b y  a paym ent to the Chairman o f the Committee o f a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is n ot to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour,— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to p ay  its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of His 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to  a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour,—‘Every person in  charge o f a com m unal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to  m ake a paym ent in  money.

9. P rosecu tion .^The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount o f commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.—  Any person obstructing any village path , road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section  2.— Construction and  R epair  op Schoolrooms, an d  securing-
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of schooLhouses,— W henever a school ha3 been of 
shall hereafter be established by  the Government the consti’uction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out vmder the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich  children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
•shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  sch ool, in  accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be  liable to  a fine.

13. Exem ption .— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— R egulation of F isheries and F ish K raals.
. 14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance w ith  local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose o f catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal; 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent, o f such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction , be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.

18. ' Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

' Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation of Industrial Products.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to  be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If. 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.
• 26. Boss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 

shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as littlo delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

■ , Sub-Section 7.— Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked b y  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any. person ordered in writing by  the Committee to. mark hjs boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, o r  wilfully injure any
such boundary. __ • .

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, S c .— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring o f water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public' wells.— N o person affected w ith a conta-- 

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other-property, the Committee 
shall give notice in  writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without paym ent of com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street. .

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts), on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care o f themselves to be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs. -

36. Owing shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any .resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this-rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— A busive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace.
Sub-S'ect'ion 10.— Prevention op A ccidents)connected with Toddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.— Every person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— I t  shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.— Accidents from Spring Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be  set w ithout the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the Com­
mittee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.— Prevention op Gambling and Cock-eighting.
43. Gambling.— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling w ithin the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thorough­
fare within the division.

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on  a public 
thoroughfare in  a furious or careless manner.

S u b -S e c t i o n  1 3 .— C o n s t r u c t i o n  o p  V i l l a g e  T r i b u n a l  C o u R T -h o u s E S .

( Contraction of Village Tribunal court-housew.— The construction and repair 
oi village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried, out by  communal labour, under 
the provisions o f  rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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Su b -Section  14.— P enalty  on Officers for Breach  of D u t y .
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
n e g le c to r  breach o f duty, be liable to a fine,

Sub -Seotion 15.— Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.— The rent Of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually _and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Conn 
ffiittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of whjoh 
rates shall be duly published.

Su b -Section 16.— V illage  R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W id th .
5Q. Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing.this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on eonviotion, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by oommunal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1. • .

Su b -Section  17.— V illage Canals .
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 18.— L oitering  on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement o f this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine,

Su b -Section 19.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 10 of 1891.)

Su b -Section 20.— Selling  Spirits to F em ales.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Su b -Section  21.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 23 of 1889.)

Su b -Section  22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
•the hfeadman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Douses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makuhi, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated Sth June ,1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(o) The past operation of such rules.
(6) A ny right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred 

therein.
(c) A ny punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in  respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy m ay be 
carried on as if the above rules had n ot been published.
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T h e  V illage  Communities’ Ordinance , N o . 24 of. 1889,

IT is hereby, notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor , in exercise of the po.wers vested in 
him by section 7 of. the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of'Che said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Hariwella subdivision of 
the Chief Headman’s division called Hewagam korale, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information,

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905, Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub -Section  1.— F ob the  Constbuction , Maintenance , an d  P rotection  of
V illage  W orks'.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, am balams, 
minor outlets for flood water,'spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords' and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, an d  also all places for 
the burial or cremation o f the dead, unless they have been plac.ed in  charge of some 
other person by  by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons 'liable to labour.— The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a  copy of. the list to  the Chairman o f the Village Committee o f the korale of which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry J and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of .the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be filial 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f  18 and 
55 residing in any o f the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified hi the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigran t coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work b y  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee, shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to  work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour. —  Every person in charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the w ork, and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter bd prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path , road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and  R epair  of Schoolrooms, a n d  securing
A ttendance  at  Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established by  the Government the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to '9  in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children, 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given b y  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be  liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made b y  the parents.

Sub -Section 3.— R egulation  o r  F isheries and  F ish  K r aals .

' 14. Fisheries.— A ny person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without,the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent of such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 4.— Communal L ands. <

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to  the Government Agent 
for  such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Su b -Section 5.— Cultivation  o r  I ndustrial P roducts.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to  be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub -Section  6.— Cattle T respass, D isease , &c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
pu blic thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick  head o f cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place b y  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to  do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase w ithout loss o f time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to  the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police V idane-of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals

S u b -S e c t i o n  7 .— B o u n d a r i e s  a n d  F e n c e s .

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked b y  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on^both
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■sides thereof. A ny person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify, how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Su b -Section .8.— N uisan ces .
29. Befouling wells, A c.— N o person shall'befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.—-If upon due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to  other property , the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by  way of penalty, as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the removal, without paym ent of com pensation, o f any tree, 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs. . .

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept cleart
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out. *

Su b -Section 9.— A busive L anguage ,
88. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to  annoy any person or to provoke a breach o f the peace:

Sub -Section 10.— P reventio n  ok A ccidents connected w ith  T o d d y -dRa w in g .
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 

bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section  11.—-Accidents from Spring  Gu n s , &e.
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set without the p&rmissioil 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed b y  the 
Committee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to  the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

S u b -S e c t i o n  1 2 .— P r e v e n t i o n  o f  G a m b l i n g  a n d  C o c k -f i g h t i n g .

43. Gambling .— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 
these offences b y  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furiotis driving.—N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

S u b -S e c t i o n  13. C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  V i l l a g e  T r i b u n a l  C o u r t - h o u s e s .

. . Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.—The construction and repait
of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rifles Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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Su b -Section 14.— P en alty  on Officers fob. B reach  of D u ty .
47. Penalty on officers.— A ny person appointed to  an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Section IS.— Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to  the 

approval o f the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

! Sub-Section 16.— V illage  R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W id t h .
50. Defacing milage paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine. '

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. N o person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

62. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules N os. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Su b -Section 17.— V illage Canals.
53, Village canals.— A n y repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub -Section  18.— L oitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.—-No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so  doing. A n  infringement o f this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 19.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 10 of 1891.)

Sub -Section 20.— Selling Spirits to F emales.
55.. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to a 
fide.

Su b -Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 23 of 1S89.) ;

Su b -Section  22.— Miscellaneous.
66. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals he slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman o f any adjoining 
village to, grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on  conviction , he liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Rorale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rales dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(a) The past operation of such rules.
(b) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

. said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

anch right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 

„ carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V illage  Communities ’ Ord in a n c e , N o . 24 or 1889. '

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Kaduwela sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Hewagam korale, in the District of Colombo, Western Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

B y His Excellency’s command, ,
G. M. F ow ler ,

Acting Colonial Secretary..

Buies referred to.
S u b -S e c t i o n  1.— F o r  t h e  C o n s t r u c t i o n , M a i n t e n a n c e , a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  o f

V i l l a g e  W o r k s .

1. Charge of milage properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all.other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f i names o f all males residing 
within his division, between the ages o f 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to  the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
o f which liis division forms a  part.

3. Village works.— On receiving information either from  a headm an, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list Setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient.
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or am ended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour' to­
wards the works specified in  the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work by  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exem pted from  perform ing w ork under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the w ork to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute, towards it. The headm en of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour' in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.—-If any persdp is unwilling to w ork he m ay com m ute 
his labour b y  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee o f a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which amount is n ot to  exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour,— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its com m uted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  suoh labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour,— E very person in  charge o f a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion o f the work and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and work, or to  m ake a paymen t in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day o f work on  paym ent by  the defaulter 
of double the amount o f  commutation due b y  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A ny person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any o f the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on  conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—-Construction and R epair op Schoolrooms, and securing 
* A t t e n d a n c e  a t  S c h o o l s .

11. Erection and repairing of schooLhouses;^-W henever a school has been of 
shall hereafter be established by  the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, September 29, 1905.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
betw een which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given b y  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub -Section 3.— R egulation  of F isheries and  F ish  K raals .

14. Fisheries.—-Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance w ith local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It  shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose o f catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.
• 17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking eocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece o f water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent o f  such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on  conviction , be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 4.— CommiJnal L ands .

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided b y  rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub -Section 5.— Cultivation  of I ndustrial Products.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

‘ • Sub-Section 6.— Cattle T respass, D isease , & c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to  be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— No.anim al shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to  stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head o f cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined b y  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor o f cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Su b -Section 7.— B oundaries and F ences.

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked b y  fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on botl)
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sides thereof, Any person ordered in  writing by  the Committee to mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances. . ”
29. Befouling wells, <fcc.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring o f water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected w ith  a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f  upon due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it  down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to  be done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.—.The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, w ithout paym ent of com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any  dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.—N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on  any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the publio repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to  harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Seotion 9.— Abusive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to  annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace. 
Sub-Section 10.—Prevention of Accidents )connected with Toddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account tod dy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper o f a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— I t  shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub -Section 11.— A ccidents from  Spring  Gu n s , &c.
42. Setting spHng guns.— N o spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaim ed b y  the Com­
mittee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub -Section 12.— Preventio n  of Gambling  and  Cock-fighting .
43. Gambling.— No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling w ithin the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. N o cart-racing shall be perm itted in any public thorough­
fare within the division. 6

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner. or animal on a public

Su b -Section 13.— Construction of V illage  T r ibu n al  C o u R T - h o u s s s .

Ff n S,e Tribynal court-houses,— The constructionandrepair 
h f11. 'i  co^ l t 'h° f se® s11̂ 1 be carried ou t by  communal labour, under the provisions of lules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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Sub-Section 14.—Penalty on Officers for, Breach of Duty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Aiiy  person appointed, tp an office created under, the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 15.— Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors,— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee niay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.— Village Roads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width,
50. Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, he 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less, than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of harrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a, fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules N os. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 17.— V illage Canals .
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section, 1.

Sub -Section 18.— L oitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— N o person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n infringement o f this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.) 1

Sub-Section 20.— Selling  Spirits to F emales.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub -Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 23 of 1889.)

Sub -Section  22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
th e  headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a perm it to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on oonviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with, makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale Bast rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein. ,
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in  respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The Village Communities' Ordinance, N o. 24 of 1889. .

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Wattala subdivision of 
the Chief Headman’s division called Alutkuru Korale South, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F owler,

Colombo, September 29, 1905, Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub-Section 1.— F ob the Construction , Main ten an ce , a n d  P rotection  o r
V illage  W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge o f the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person b y  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons ' liable to labour.— The village headm an o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages o f 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy o f the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale o f which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —• On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by the Chairman of the Com mittee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number o f days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour b y  a paym ent to  the Chairman of the Committee o f a sum fixed b y  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay  its commuted value, when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour. —  Every person in  charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion of the w ork , and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and w ork, or to m ake a payment in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day of w ork on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the am ount of com m utation due by  the defaulter.1

10. Damaging village property.— A n y person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and  R epair  of Schoolrooms, a n d  securing
A ttendance  at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established by  the Governm ent the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be earned out under the provisions o f  rules 4 to  9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to tim e determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required, to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in  accordance with the directions given b y  the Committee under this rule, 
Shall .be liable to a fine.

13. . Exemption.—-These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made b y  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— Regulation of Fisheries and Fish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.-—A ny person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

m ise, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be.guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in  any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first-obtaining the permission o f the-persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure o f any kind, whether intended 
to-be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
■shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.
:I8. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to  the Government Agent 

for such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 b y  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation op Industrial Products.
19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from time to time, 

obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
■payment or. free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to  be met 
from  the communal funds,

.Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
2Q. Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f  a .herdsman.

'21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay he determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place b y  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss o f ti me, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase w ithout loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
,a case o f murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.—-The owner of any cattle which m ay have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, w ith as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman o f the Village Committee and to the President o f tiie Village Tribunals

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
..Boundaries to pripate lands.—-Boundaries of private lands within the sub- 

,-divisio.n .shall bo marked, by fences, ditches, or stones,-..according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by  the Committee to  mark his bourn 
dary shall do  so. Such notice shall specify how 'the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, dbc.— N o person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.— No person affected w ith a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon due cbm plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable tim e as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment o f com pensation, o f any free 
dangerous to the safety o f passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, .or other commodity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged. ’ ' .

35. Disturbing public repose.— No person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It  shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.—All houses and compounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

S u b - S e c t i o n  9 . -“ - A b u s i v e  L a n g u a g e .

38. Abusive language.—No person shall use abusive or indecent language in 
*ftny place where it is likely to annoy any person or to provoke a breach of the peace.
Su b -Se c tio n  10,—P r e v e n t io n  of A ccid e n ts  c o n n ected  w it h  T o d d y -d r a w in g .

3 9 . Ropes to be used.—Every person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall

e onsist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. At the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.—The tapper of a kitul of a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.—It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within his jurisdiction once a month, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—Accidents from String Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.—No spring guns shall be set without the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by the 
Committee by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.—Prevention of Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.—No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or by allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare
within the division. ' s

45. Furious driving. —No person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.— Construction of Village Tribunal Court-houses.
46. Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.—The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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S u b -S e c t i o n  1 4 .— P e n a l t y  o n  O f f i c e r s  f o b  B b e a c h  o f  D u t y .

47. Penalty on officers.—Any person appointed to an office created under the 
11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.—Collection of Tolls.
48. Tolls.—The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.—Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
mittee may appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

' Sub-Section 16.—Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in Width.
50. Defacing village paths.—No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.—The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that .all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine,

62. Roads 12 feet in •width.—The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.—Village Canals.
53. Village canals.—Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village' canals shall be carried out by communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.—Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.—No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 19.—Nil. (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.—Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.—No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
.fine.

Sub-Section 21.—Nil. (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.) t;

Sub-Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, On conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutliuru Ivorale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East mles under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—  '

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
_ every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
; earned on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The V il l a g e  C o m m u n it ie s ’  O r d i n a n c e , N o . 24 o f  1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Kanuwana sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Alutkuru Korale South, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
G. M. F o w l e r , 

Acting Colonial Secretary.

o

Buies referred to.
Sub-Section 1.—For the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection of

Village Works.
1. Charge of village properties.—-All village paths, bridges, edandas, ainbalams, 

minor outlets for flood water, sp.outs, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.—The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a fist of names of all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55,’ and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.—On receiving information either from a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the. villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the fist as may be deemed expedient.
Tho decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.—Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Govermnent ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.—If any person is unwilling to work he may commute 
his labour by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.—Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.—Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a payment in money.

9. Prosecution.—The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on payment by the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.—Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

S u b -S e c t i o n  2 .— C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e p a i r  o p  S c h o o l r o o m s , a n d  s e c u r i n g

Attendance at Schools.
11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.—W henever a school has been of 

shall hereafter be established by the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in­
sula-section 1.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, September 29, 1905. ,
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12. Attendance.—The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine. ■

13. Exemption.—These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents.

Sub-Section 3.—-Regulation of Fisheries and Fish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.—Any person who shall kill or take fish by means of poison, dyna­

mite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.—It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.—No person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.—No kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person-infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.—Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent . 

for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.—Cultivation or Industrial Products.
19. Cultivation of industrial products.—The Committee shall, from time to time, 

obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
payment or* free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from the commimal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—No cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the.owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.-—No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—No cattle shall be removed 
from any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.—Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.—When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, arid shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.—Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.—The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwitli give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.—Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall bo put up at tho joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person, ordered in writing by the Committee to mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed. .

28. Injury to boundaries .—No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Su b -S e c tio n  8.— N u is a n c e s .
29. Befouling wells, <&c.—No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.— No person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.—If upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense,'and may recover the amount by way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along 'public thoroughfares.—The Committee may 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment of compensation, of any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.—No.person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber', 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other commodity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to be thereon, unlessin 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.—No person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by which any individual is insulted or publio decency 
outraged.
•.-35.■ Disturbing public repose.—No person shall disturb the public repose, at 

night by making any noise or singing indecent songs.
36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.—It shall 

not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.
■37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and compounds shall be kept clean 

and gardens free from filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

S u b - S e c t i o n  9 .— A b u s i v e  L a n g u a g e .

38. Abusive language.—No person shall use abusive or indecent language in 
any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to provoke a breach of the peace.
S u b -S e c t i o n  1 0 .— P r e v e n t i o n  o r  A c c i d e n t s )c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  T o d d y -d r a w i n g .

39. Ropes to be used.—Every person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four- distinct good and sqund 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. At the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. . Scaling bamboos.-—The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.—It shall be the duty .of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within his jurisdiction once a month, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—Accidents from Spring Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the Com­
mittee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.—Prevention op Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.—-No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or b y  allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery  shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling w ithin the meaning of this rule.)

44. Oart-racing. N o cart-racing shall be perm itted in any public thorough­
fare within the division. 6

, 45' Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare m  a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.—Construction of Village Tribunal Courthouses.
J ^ ° T T i0V f  'Fribmwl court-houses— The construction and repair
of Village; Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under 
the provisions of redes Nos. 4 to  9, sub-section I.
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Su b -Section  14.—P enalty  on Officers foe, B reach  of D u ty .

47. Penalty on officers.—Any person appointed to an office created under the 
11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

■ Sub -Section 15.—Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.—The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.—Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
mittee may appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Su b -Section 16.—V illage  R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W idth .
50. Defacing milage paths.—No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.—The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
8 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.—The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

Su b -Section 17.—V illage Canals .
53. Village canals.—Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.—L oitering on T horoughfares.
54. Loitering.—No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m . on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing- An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Section 19.—N il . (See Ordinance N o. 10 of 1891.)

Sub -Section 20.— Selling  Spirits to F emales.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.—No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Su b -Section 21.—N il . (See Ordinance N o. 23 of 1889.) *

Su b -Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.—The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

From and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette- all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,” dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rides dated 8th June, 1888, andHapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
everjr such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 
parried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The Village Communities’ Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named' Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Gampaha subdivision of 
the Chief Headman’s division' called Alutkuru Korale Sofith, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. Bowler,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. Acting Colonial Secretary.

■ Rules referred to.

Sub-Section  1.— F or the Construction , Main ten an ce , a n d  P rotection  of
V illage  W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.—All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by by-law made under “ The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.—The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale of which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —- On receiving information either from a headman, or any • 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the . list as may be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “ what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. — Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.
’ 5. Labour.—The Committee shall specify the extent of the .work to be performed, 

the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct. ■

6. Commutation of labour.—If any person is unwilling to work he may commute 
his labour by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.—Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect. to contribute labour. — Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work, and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a payment in money.

9. Prosecution, Hie Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on payment by the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.—Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.

Sub-Section  2.— Construction  and  R epair  of Schoolrooms, and  securing
Attendance  at  Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.—Whenever a school has been or
shall hereafter be established by the Government the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in. 
sub-section 1. j
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12. Attendance.—The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from then- homes to attend such schools: Any parent or
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.—These rules shall not apply to' children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents,

Sub -Section 3.—R egulation  of F isheries and F ish  K raals.

14. Fisheries.—Any person who shall kill or take fish by means of poison, dyna­
mite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.—It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or then agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.—No person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.—No kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
dr other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 4.—Communal L ands .

IS. Communal grounds.—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Su b -Section 5.—Cultivation  of I ndustrial Products.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.—The Committee shall, from time to time, 
obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
payment or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from the communal funds.

Sub -Section  6.— Cattle  T respass, D ise a se , &c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—No cattle shall bo allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.—No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—No cattle shall be removed 
from any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.—Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging ,to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and be shall 
disinfect the place by fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.—When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of tune, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.—Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.—The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.— B oundaries and F ences. .

27. Boundaries to private lands.—Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by the Committee to mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.—No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, <fcc.—No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.-—No person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.—If upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.—The Committee may 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment of compensation, of any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.—No person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other commodity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.—No person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by which any individual is insulted or public, decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.—No person' shall disturb the .public repose at 
night by making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.—It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.—All houses and compounds shall be kept clean, 
and gardens free from filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by the owner- 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub -Section 9.—A busive  L anguage .
88. Abusive language.—No person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to provoke a breach of the peace.
Sub-Section 10.—Prevention of Accidents connected with Toddy-drawing,

39. Ropes to be used.—Every person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for tho feet and three ropes for the hands. Each ropo when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. At the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the. line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.—The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.—It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within his jurisdiction once a month, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rales.

Sub -Section 11.— A ccidents from  String  Gu n s , &c.
42. Setting spring guns.—No spring guns shall be sot -without the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by the 
Committee by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub -Section 12.— Preventio n  oe Gambling and  Cock-fighting .
43. Gambling.—No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or by allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving. —-No person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub -Section  13.—Construction of V illage T ribu n al  Court-houses.
Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.—The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall he carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1,
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Su b -Section  14.—P enalty  on Officers fob  Bbeach  of D u ty .
47. Penalty on officers.—Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 15.— Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.—The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.—Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
mittee may appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section  16.—V illage R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W id t h .
50. Defacing village paths.—No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.—The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.—The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 17.— V illage Canals.
53. Village canals.—Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 18.— Loitering on T horoughfares.
54. Loitering.—No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p.m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 19.— N il . (See Ordinance N o. 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.— Selling. Spirits to  F em ales.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.—No person shall sell intoxicating 

' liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a
fine.

Sub-Section  21.—N il . (See Ordinance N o. 23 of 1889.) j

Su b -Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the
1 village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
•village to grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.—The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

i

From and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the prolu­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,” dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

. said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 

’ carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice oi the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Ambatalenpahala sub-division 
of the Chief Headman’s division called Alutkuru Korale South, in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. ----------— Acting Colonial Secretary.

B uies referred to.

S u b - S e c t i o n  1 .— F o r  t h e  C o n s t r u c t i o n , M a i n t e n a n c e , a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  o f

V i l l a g e  W o r k s .

1. Charge of village properties.—All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fordsand 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.—The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of-the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.—On receiving information either from a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “ what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.—Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.—The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.—Tf any person is unwilling to work he may commute 
his labour by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.—Every person liable to contribute 'labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.—Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a payment in money.

9. Prosecution.—The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on payment by the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by the defaulter.
' 10. Damaging village property.—Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Section 2.—-Construction a n b  R epair  op Schoolrooms, and  securing
A t t e n d a n c e  a t  S c h o o l s .

11. direction and repairing of school-houses.— Whenever a school has been of 
shall hereafter be established by the Government the construction and repair or 
■the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
•sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.—The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.—These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents.

S u b -S e c t i o n  3.— R e g u l a t i o n  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  F i s h  K r a a l s .

14. ■ Fisheries.—Any person who shall kill or take fish by means of poison, dyna­
mite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.—It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. . Fishing in canals.—No person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amnna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. . Kraals.—No kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

S u b -S e c t i o n  4 .— C o m m u n a l  L a n d s .

18. Communal grounds.—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for. communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

S u b -S e c t i o n  5. — C u l t i v a t i o n  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  P r o d u c t s .

19. Cultivation of industrial products.—The Committee shall, from time to time, 
obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
payment or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.-—No cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.—No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—No cattle shall be removed 
from any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

2 3 . Segregation of diseased cattle.—Every proprietor of cattle, shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct,

2 4 . Burial of sick cattle.—When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
prooeod to b u r y  the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

2 5 . Report of cattle murrain.—E v e ry  proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a ease of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report

r6 9^cu.ms^ nce to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.
, Loss of cattle.—-The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 

s a I forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
sue i Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
unairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.— B oundaries and  F ences.

boundaries to private Zands.—-Boundaries of private lands within the sub- 
o sha, . marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom, 

cundanes shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by the Committee to mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within wliioh such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.—No person shall after, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub -Section 8.— N uisances.
29. Befouling ivells, A c.—No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in  public wells.—No person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.—If upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal o f dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.—The Committee may 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment of compensation, of any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on  public roads.—No person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other commodity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. P elting stones at hom es.— No person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— No person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open  to grave suspicions.—It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.—All houses and compounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— A busive L anguage.
38. A busive language.—No person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person, or to provoke a breach of the peace. 
Sub-Seotion 10.—P revention  or A cotdents)connected w ith  T od dy-draw in g .'

39. R opes to be used.—Every person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good aiid sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. At the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.—The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. H eadm en to inspect couplings.—It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within liis jurisdiction onco a month, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—Accidents prom Spring  Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.—No spring guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall bo proclaimed by the Com­
mittee by beat of tom-tom, and tho applicant shall pay fifty cents to the Com­
mittee for the exponse of tho proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.— Preventio n ' o r  Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.—No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or by allowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.—No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thorough­
fare within the division.

45. Furious driving.—No person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub -Section 13.— Construction of V illage T ribunal  Court-Iiouses.
46. Construction, of Village Tribunal court-houses.—The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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Su b -Section  14.— P enalty  on Officers fob B beach  of D u ty .
47. P enalty  on  officers.—Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th,section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section IS.— Collection of T olCs .
48. T olls.—The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to,the 

approval' of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. T oll collectors.—Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
mittee may appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shah be duly published.

Su b -Section 16.— V illage R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W idth .
60. D efacing village paths.—No person shall deface a village path or cause any. 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.—The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a. fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— T h e  construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 17.— V illage Canals .
53. Village canals.—Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub -Section 18.— L oitebing on T hoboughfabes.
54. Loitering.—No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

, Su b -Section 19.— N il . (See Obdinance N o. 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.—■Selling  Spirits to F emales.
. 55. Sale o f intoxicating liquor to females.—No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Su b -Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 23 o f  1889.)

Su b -Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter o f sheep, goats, or pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. H ouses to-be whitewashed.—The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or rny other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.

From and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,” dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or romedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 

, carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T he V illage  Comm otities ’ Ord in an ce , N o . 24 of 1889.”

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Udugaha.Pattu North 
subdivision of the Chief Headman’s division called Hapitigam korale, in the District of Negombo, 
Western Province, and the same are published for general information.

B y His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F ow ler ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub-Section 1.—Foit the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection ox
Village Works. . .

1. Charge of village properties.—All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and- 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person by by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. L ist o f persons liable to labour.—  The village headman of each division shall
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale of which 
his'division forms a part. -

3. Village works. — On receiving information either from a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be .Anal 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. L iability  and exem ption. — Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list, prepared by the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
.exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.—The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Com m utation o f labour.—If any person is unwilling to work he may commute 
his labour by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. N eglecting to contribute labour.—Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails, to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. N eglect to contribute labour. — Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work, and shall furnish to the.Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a payment in money.

9. P rosecution .—The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on payment by the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by the defaulter.

10. D am aging village property.— A n y  person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2. Construction and R etaer oe Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. E rection  and repairing of school-houses.— W h en ev er  a school has been or 
shall hereafter be established by the Government the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to .9 in 
sub-section 1. •
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12. Attendance.—The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.—These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents.

Su b -Section 3.— R egulation oe F isheries and F ish  K raals .

14. Fisheries.—Any person who shall kill or take fish by means of poison, dyna­
mite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.—It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.—No person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction; be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.—No kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be Continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 4.—Communal L and s .

18. Communal grounds.—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
.for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Su b -Section 5.—Cultivation  of I ndustrial Products.

19. Cultivation of industrial products.—The Committee shall, from time to time, 
obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
payment or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from the communal funds.

Sub -Section  6.— Cattle T respass, D isease , &c.

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—No cattle shall bo allowed to stray on a 
. public' thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.—No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—No cattle shall be removed 
from any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.—Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the connnon herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and. he shall 
disinfect the place by fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.—When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.—Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

20. Loss of cattle.—The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals,

Sub-Section 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.—Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in writing by the Committee to mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. Injury to boundaries.—No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.—No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.—No person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.—If upon due complaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by way of penalty as for a breach of the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.—The Committee may 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment of compensation, of any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.—No person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other commodity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.—No person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.—No person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.—It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.—All houses and compounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Su b -S e c t i o n  9 .— A b u s iv e  L a n g u a g e .
88, Abusive language,—No person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to provoke a breach of the peace.
Sub-Section 10.—Prevention of Accidents connected with Toddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.—Every person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. At the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.—The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.—It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within his jurisdiction once a month, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—Accidents from Spring Guns, &o.
42. Setting spring guns.—No spring guns shall be set without the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by the 
Committee by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub -Section 12.— P revention  of Gambling and  Cock-fighting .
43. Gambling, -No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or by a! lowing the use of his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged m gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving.—Ho person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare m a furious or careless maimer.

Su b -Section 13. Construction of V illage  T r ibu n al  Court-houses.
of V l! a3B tribunal court-houses.—The construction and repair
of Village Tribimal court-houses shall be carried out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1. *
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Sub-Section  14.— P enalty  on Officers bob. B reach  o r  D u ty .
47. Penalty on officers.—Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Section 15.— Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.—The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.—Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
mittee may appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.— V illage  R oads not exceeding  12 F eet  in  W id th .
50. Defacing village paths.—No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to a fine.

61. Village paths through paddy fields:—The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
8 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in -width.—The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

' Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.—Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.—No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p.m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. . An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Su b -Section 19.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 10 of 1891.) !

Sub-Section 20.— Selling  Spirits to F emales.
'55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.—No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance N o. 23 of 1889.) ;

Sub Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall bo competent for the headman of any adjoining

, village to grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the prolusions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to be -whitewashed.—The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from the Committee.
i

From and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,” dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkura Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East lules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

M . (a) The past operation of such rules.
(6) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred 

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

. said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment,- and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 

. carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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The  V illage  Communities ’ Ord in an ce , N o . 24 of 1880.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the sa:d Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Udugaha Pattu South sub­
division of the Chief Headman’s division called Hapitigam korale, in the District of Negombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F ow ler ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. -------------  Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to.

Sub -Section  1.— F ob the Construction , Main ten an ce , and  Protection  of
V illage  W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.—All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge.of some 
other person by by-law made under “ The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.—The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy of the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.—On receiving information either from a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient. 
Tho decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4.. Liability and exemption.—Every male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in- any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently employed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railway Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to work by the Chairman of the Committee,-shall be 
exempted from performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.—The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen' of. the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.—‘If any person is unwilling to work he may commute 
his labour by a payment to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour,—Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay its commuted value when duly noticed by the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its commuted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.—Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee completion of the work and shall furnish to the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to make a payment in money.

9. ■ Prosecution.—The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may be withdrawn prior to day of work on payment by the defaulter 
of double the amount of commutation due by the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.—Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-mentioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.-“ Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance  at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of schooldwuses.—Whenever a school has been of
shall hereafter be established by the Government the construction and repair or 

■ the neoessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
‘sub-section 1, ■ .
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12. Attendance.—The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between, which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to school, in accordance with the directions given by the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.—These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents.

So b -Section 3.—R eoulatton oe F isheries and  F ish  K raals .

14. Fisheries.—Any person who shall kill or take fish by means of poison, dyna­
mite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom,- 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in paddy lands.—It shall not be lawful for any person other than- 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or 'their agents.

16. Fishing in canals.—No person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
.embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
Any person infringing this rule Shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.—No kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
ment of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub -Section 4.— Communal L and s .

18- Communal grounds.—The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by rules 4 to 9 by the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

i Su b -Section 5.— Cultivation  o r  I ndustrial Products.

■ 19. Cultivation of industrial products.—The Committee shall, from time to time, 
obtain seeds and plants of such industrial products as it may consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
payment or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from the communal funds. • "

S ub-Section 6.— Cattle T respass, D isease , &c.

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—No cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner's premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.—No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—No cattle shall be removed 
from any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.—Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
. sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into
such secluded place as may be determined by the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.—When a sick head of’cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.—Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
. a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith Report
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of catt’.e.—The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidano of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Vi.lage Tribunals.

SiiB-Sf:cTiON 7.—Boundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.—Boundaries of private lands within the sub- 

: division shall bo marked by fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom.
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof." A n y  person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do  -so.. .Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

■ Sub-Section 8 .— Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, &c.— No person shall befoul a  village ela, village well, or 

spring o f water used for  drinking purposes by  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.-— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon  due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give-notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall .cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by  w ay o f penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

38. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Com mittee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without paym ent o f com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall pu t any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall ■ 
not be lawful for any resident to  harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— Abusive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to  annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace. 
Sub-Section 10.— Pbevention of A ccidents)connected with  Toddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to  be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist of four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line o f ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.—-It shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.—A ccidents from Spring Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission in 

writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed b y  the Com­
mittee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 1 2 .—Prevention op Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or by allowing the use of his house or land for such 
pmposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a. lottery shall be deemed to 
have engaged in gambling w ithin the meaning of tins rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thorough­
fare within the division.

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.— Construction of Village Tribunal Court-Iiouses.
46. C onduction  of Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses, shall be carried out b y  communal labour,- under 
the provisions of.rules.Nos. 4 to  9, sub-section 1.
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.Sub-Section 14.— Penalty on Officers tor Breach; or Duty. '

47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed'to an office created under the
11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or broach of duty , be liable to a fine, '

Sub-Section 15.— Collection or T olls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by the Committee, subject to the 

approval o f the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section o f the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.— Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in  W idth.
50. Defacing milage 'paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The  construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, Under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for.any 

village canals shall be carried out b y  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 Under 
.sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on  any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
so doing- A n infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine. ,

t Sub-Section 19.— Nil. (See Ordinance N o . 10 of 1891.)

Sub-Section 20.—Selling Spirits to Females. '
55. Sale o f intoxicating liquor to females.— No person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine,

Sub-Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance N o . 23 of 1889.)

Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith makulu, lim e, or.rwy other suitablo substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dp tod 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Koralo North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Haph-igam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th Decem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(a) The past operation of such rules.
(5) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred 

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the 

said rules.
{d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any 

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigpiion, legal proceeding, and remedy m ay be 
earned on as if the above voles had not been published.
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T he V illag e  Comm unities ’ Or d in a n c e , N o . 24 of 1889.

IT  is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Yatigaha Pattu North 
subdivision of the Chief Headman’s division called Hapiligam korale, in the District of Negombo, 
Western Province, and the samp are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G . M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. Acting Colonial Secretary.

Rules referred to .,
Sub-Section 1.—F ob the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection o r

Village W orks.
1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 

minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter o f cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge of the headman o f the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge of some 
other person b y  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headm an of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy  of the list to the Chairman of the Village Com mittee of the korale o f which 
his division forms a part.

3. Village works. —  On receiving inform ation either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it , 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
Thb decision o f the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. —  Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India , Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exem pted as unable to work b y  the Chairman o f the Com mittee, shall be 
exempted from  perform ing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to  be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to  work he m ay commute 
his labour by  a paym ent to the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to contribute 
such labour or to pay  its commuted value when duly noticed by  the headman o f his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay  its com m uted value, shall, on  con­
viction, be liable to  a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour. —  Every person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion o f the w ork, and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and w ork, or to m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be  prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day o f work on  paym ent b y  the defaulter 
o f double the am oim t of com m utation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any o f the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and R epair op Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or
shall hereafter be established b y  the Governm ent the construction and repair o f 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under thet provisions o f  rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1. . *
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from tim e to time determine.the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from  then’ homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian who, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— Regulation oe Fisheries and Fish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

mite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance w itlrlocal custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

■ 15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission o f the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent o f such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
'rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to  the Government Agent 

for  such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in  them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation oe Industrial Products.
•

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.—Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge o f  a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the. time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village of the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him  from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined b y  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss o f time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to bury the carcase w ithout loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor o f cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

20. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to  the Police Vidane o f the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village'Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Su b -S ectio n  7.— B o u n d a r ie s  an d  F e n c e s .

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­
division shall be marked by  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof; A ny person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do  so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. In ju ry to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.— Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, cfcc.— N o person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Injected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected w ith a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Bemoval of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property , the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it dow n within, such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In case such owner shall- neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by  w ay of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Bemoval of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee may 
in like manner direct the rem oval, without paym ent o f compensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to  the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person com petent to take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— I t  shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out,

Sub-Section 9.— Abusive L anguage.
38. Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to provoke a breach o f the peace.

Sub-Section 10.— Prevention of A ccidents connected with Toddy-dbavving.
39. Bopes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 

bound, in coupling trees, to use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist o f four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line o f ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings,— It  shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bamboos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.-—Accidents from Spuing Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 

in writing of the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed by  the 
Committee b y  beat o f tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to  the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.— Prevention of Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gaihbling.— No person shall engage in, gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences b y  his presence or by  allowing the use o f his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to  
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving.—N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner. ■ ,

Sub-Section 13.— Construction of Village Tribunal Court-houses.
, 4®:„ GonstruoHon of Village Tribunal court-houses.—The construction' and repair 

of Village Tribunal court-houses shall be can-led out by communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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£?ub-Section 14.—Penalty on Officers fob Breach of Duty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.—Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.—T h e rent of any tolls established by  the .Committee, subject to  the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold tire Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule "of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section  16.—Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in  W idth .
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on  conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths thtough paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in  breadth. N o person shall cut any such path w ith the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in w idth shall be carried out by communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 t o  9 under sub-section 1.

Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— A n y  repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
So doing. A n  infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 19.— Nil . (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.) j

Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.■—N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to  a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.— N il . (See Ordinance No. 23 of 1889.)

Sub• Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
66. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It  shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman bo absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith makulu, lime, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, andHapitigam Korale rales dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889. 
dated 29th Decem ber, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(a) The past operation of such rules.
(b) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

' therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
{d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any 

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy may be 

, t carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V i l l a g e  C o m m u n i t i e s ’  O r d i n a n c e , N o . 24 o f  188!).

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested itt 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the sa'dOrdinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Yatigaha Pattu South sub­
division of the Chief Headman’s division called Hapitigam korale, in the District of Negombo, Western 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, •' G. M. F ow ler ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. , ” ------------  Acting Colonial Secretary.

R u les referred to.

S u b -S e c t i o n  1 .— F o r  t h e  C o n s t r u c t i o n , M a i n t e n a n c e , a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  o f

V i l l a g e  W o r k s .

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in charge o f the headman o f the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed, in charge of-som e 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headman of each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names o f all males residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy of the list tcf the Chairman of the Village Committee of the korale 
of which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving inform ation either from  a headm an, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names o f the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient.
Tho decision of the Committee as set forth  in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— E very male inhabitant between the ages of 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exempted as unable to  work by  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to be  perform ed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number o f days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headm en o f the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such maimer as the Committee shall 
direct.
' 6. Commutation of labour—-If any person is unwilling to  work he m ay com m ute 
his labour by  a payment to the Chairman of the Committee o f  a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute-labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its com m uted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of- his 
village to  attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8, Neglect to contribute labour.— E very person in  charge of a com m unal work 
shall report to the Committee com pletion of the work and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list of persons who fail to attend and work, or to  m ake a payment in m oney,

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day o f work on paym ent b y  the defaulter 
of double the amount o f commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A ny person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any o f the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

Sub-Section 2.—Construction and R epair op Schoolrooms, and securing
A t t e n d a n c e  a t  S c h o o l s .

11. JErection and repairing of sehoobhouses.— W henever a  school has been of 
shall hereafter be established by  the Governm ent the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
sub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to time determine the ages 
betw een  w hich children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be  required to travel from  their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w ho, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to  send any of his children 
to  school, .in accordance with the directions given b y  the Committee under tliis rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption-.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction o f the Committee has been made by  the parents.

S u b - S e c t i o n  3.— R e g u l a t i o n  o r  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  F i s h  K r a a l s .

14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish b y  means o f poison, dyna­
m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in  accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

• 15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors o f paddv fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece o f water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent of such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a  fine.

S u b - S e c t i o n  4.— C o m m u n a l  L a n d s .

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for  such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be m aintained as provided by  rules 4 to  -9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

. S u b -S e c t i o n  5.— C u l t i v a t i o n  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  P r o d u c t s .

19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 
obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

S u b -S e c t I o n  6 .— C a t t l e  T r e s p a s s , D i s e a s e , & c .

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to  be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— No animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— No cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to  or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from  the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as m ay be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— W hen a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of. 
doing so from  the proprietor. .

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain, or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to  
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. 'Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to  the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to  the President of the Village Tribunals.

S u b -S e c t i o n  7 .— B o u n d a r i e s  a n d  F e n c e s .

27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the- sub­
division shall be marked by.fences, ditches, or stones, according to the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof.. Any person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun- 
. dary. shall do so. Such notice shall specify how  the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

2 8 . In jury to boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

S u b -S e c t i o n  8.=— N u i s a n c e s . . "

2 9 . Befouling ivells, <&c.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 
spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any village.

3 0 . Infected persons bathing in  public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­
gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon  due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to  the owner of such tree to  cut it down within such rea­
sonable tim e as the Committee m ay allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be  done at his 
expense, and m ay recover the amount b y  w ay of penalty as for a breach o f  the rule.

3 2 . Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay 
iii like 'manner direct the rem oval, w ithout paym ent of com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

3 3 . Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too  young to  take care of themselves to  be thereon; unless in 
chai'ge o f some person competent to take care of them.

3 4 . Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act by which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

3 5 . Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose, at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

3 6 . Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.---It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

3 7 . Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation by  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

S u b -S e c t i o n  9 .— A b u s i v e  L a n g u a g e .

3 8 . Abusive language.— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 
any place where it  is likely to  annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace.
S u b -S e c t i o n  1 0 .— P r e v e n t i o n  o f  A c c i d e n t s ) c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  T o d d y - d r a w i n g .

3 9 . Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist o f four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end o f every four months 
two new ropes shall be  added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

4 0 ! Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall; renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

4 1 . Headmen to inspect couplings.— I t  shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

S u b -S e c t i o n  1 1 .— A c c i d e n t s  i r o m  S p r i n g  G u n s , & c .

4 2 . Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be  set w ithout the permission in 
writing o f the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed b y  the Com­
mittee b y  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of tho proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.— Prevention op Gambling and Cock-pighting.
43. Gambling.— N o person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or b y  allowing the use of his bouse or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in  a lottery shall be deemed to  
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o eart-racing shall be perm itted in  any public thorough­
fare within the division. 6

45. Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare m  a furious or careless maimer.

Sub-Section 13.— Construction op Village Tribunal CouRT-housEs.
. Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repaii 

of \ fllage Tribunal court-houses shall he carried out by communal labour, undei 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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S u b -S eW io n '  1 4 .— B e n a l t v  o n  O w t o e r s  f o r  B r e a c h  O F "D t)* ir<

47. Penalty on officers.—‘A ny person appointed to  an office created under the 
11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to  a fine.

S u b - S e c t i o n  15.— C o l l e c t i o n  o r  T o l l s .

48. Tolls.—/The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 
approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the' 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may be sold annually and 
p'r-bcee'ds credited to' the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee niay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule o f which 
rates shall be duly published.

1 • S u b - S e c t i o n  16.— V i l l a g e  R o a d s  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  12 F e e t  i n  W i d t h .

50; Defacing village paths.— N o person shall deface a village path or cause any 
damage to- such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be 
liable to  a  fine.

51. Village paths■ through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all- the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than
3. feet in.breadth. N o person, shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing. or -defacing it. A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a  fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in  ividth.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out b y  communal labour, uiider the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

•
t' S u b -S e c t i o n  1 7 .— V i l l a g e  C a n a l s .

53. - Village canals.-—Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 
village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section 1.

S u b -S e c t i o n  18.— L o i t e r i n g  o n  T h o r o u g h f a r e s .

54. Loitering.— N o person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 
hamlet after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to  show sufficient reason for 
sO doing. An infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

L t . S u b -S e c t i o n  19.— N i l , (See O r d i n a n c e  N o . 10 o r  1891.) !

S u b - S e c t i o n  20.— S e l l i n g  S p i r i t s  t o  F e m a l e s .

55. Sale■ of intoxicating liquor to females.—N o person shall sell- intoxicating 
liquor to females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

.. S u b -S e c t i o n  21.— N il . (See O r d i n a n c e  N o. 23 o p  1889.)

r S u b -S e c t i o n  22.— M i s c e l l a n e o u s .

56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.—-It shall not be lawful for any person to 
slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the

• village headman, nor- shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this.rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

67. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith makulu, lime, or rny other suitable substance whenev :;r they receive orders 
from  the" Committee.

From and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June ,1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No, 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and rem edy'm ay be 
earned on as if  the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ Or d in a n c e , N o . 24 of  1889.

I T is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice, of the. Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of' section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of tbe Doonagaha Pattu 
subdivision of the Chief Headman’s division called Alutkuru Korale North, in the District of Negombo, 
Western Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, . G . M . F o w le k ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905, Acting Colonial Secretary.

R u les referred to.

.Sub-Section 1.— Fpa the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection of
Village W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep, or swine, and all other village 
properties, shall be in  charge of the headman of the village, and also all places for 
the burial or cremation of the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person by  by-law  made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headman o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list of names of all males residing within 
his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st February 
a copy  o f the list to  the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale o f which

1 his division forms a part.
3. Village works. —  On receiving information either from  a headman, or any 

other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves of the work, shall prepare a 
list setting out the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it , 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption. — E very  male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared b y  the Committee, provided that 
priests of all religions, immigrant coolies from India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exem pted as unable to work b y  the Chairman of the Com mittee, shall be 
exempted from  performing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent of the work to be performed, 
the time when it shall be performed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.

6. Commutation of labour.— If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour by a paym ent to  the Chairman of the Committee of a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which amount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— Every person liable to contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its com m uted value w7hen duly noticed by  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform  such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction , be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— E very person in charge of a communal work 
shall report to  the Committee com pletion of the w ork, and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and w ork, or to  m ake a payment in money.
. 9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution m ay be withdrawn prior to day o f work on payment b y  the defaulter 
of double the am ount of com m utation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— A n y person obstructing any village path, road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any o f the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, bo liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been or
shall hereafter be established by  the Governm ent the construction and repair of 
the necessary schoolroom s shall be carried out under the provisions o f rules 4 to  9 in 
sub-section 1. < . .



( 10fe )

12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from time to time determine the ages 
between which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. A ny parent or 
guardian w ho, withoqt reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any o f his children 
to  school, in  accordance with the directions given b y  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to a fine.

13. Exemption.— These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by the parents.

Sub-Section 3.— R egulation of F isheries and F ish Kraals.
14. Fisheries.— A ny  person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty o f an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— I t  shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddy fields or their agents to fish therein without 
the permission of such' proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
embankment, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of  ̂catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission o f the persons whose interests are affected thereby.. 
A ny person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a  fine.

17. Kraals.— N o kraal, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to  be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake, or canal, 
or other piece o f water without the previous permission o f the Committee and pay­
m ent of such fees as the Committee m ay determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on  conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.$
18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to  the Government Agent 

for such lands as it m ay consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided b y  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them,

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation of Industrial Products.
19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 

obtain  seeds and plants of such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to  be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6.— Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.

20. Prevention of cattle trespass.—N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 
public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a  herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such m anner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.— No cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee may direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— When a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss of time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

26. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President of the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.—B oundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall be marked b y  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. Any person ordered in  writing by  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the tim e within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Su b -Se c tio n  8.— N u isa n c e s .
29. Befouling wells, <&c.— N o person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any way foul the water of such well, spring, or.bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— I f upon due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to  fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to  the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to cut it dow n within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the w ork to  be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount b y  way of penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the removal, without payment o f compensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to  the safety of passengers alorig any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall p u t any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to take care of themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge o f some person com petent to  take care of them.

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.—N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to  harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean 
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary w ild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. It shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out.

Sub-Section 9.— Abusive L anguage,
39, Abusive language,— N o person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to annoy any person or to provoke a breach o f  the peace.

Sub-Section 10.— Prevention of A ccidents connected with  Toddy-drawing.
39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account tod dy  is drawn shall be 

bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to  be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist o f  four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
tw o new ropes shall be added to  the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It  shall be the duty o f the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 11.— A ccidents from String Guns, &c. .
42. Setting spring guns.— No spring guns shall be set w ithout the permission 

in writing o f the Committee. Such permission shall be  proclaimed b y  the 
Committee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty cents to  the 
Committee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.—‘Prevention of Gambling and Cook-fighting.
43. Gambling—  No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by his presence or by  allowing the use o f his house or land for such 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be deemed to  
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing. No cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thoroughfare 
within the division.

45. Furious driving.—N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13.— Construction of Village Tribunal Court-houses.
^instruction of Village Tribunal court-houses.—-The construction and repair 

o f  Village Tribunal court-houses shall be cairied out by  communal labour, Under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to  9, sub-section 1,
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Sub-Section 14.— Penalty on Officers for Breach of D itty.
47. Penalty on officers.— Any person appointed to  an office created under the 

11th section of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 15.—Collection of T olls.
48. Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to  the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section  of the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, m ay be sold annually and 
proceeds credited to  the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Where the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to  levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

Sub-Section 16.—V illage R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in W idth.
50. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to  such paths. Any person infringing this rule shall, on  conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a  fine.

52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance of village roads 
not exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to  9 under sub-section 1.

1 Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protection, and maintenance necessary for any 

Village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to  9 under 
sub-section  1.

Sub-Section 18.—L oitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

ham let after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n infringement o f this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

. Sub-Section 19.— Nil . (See Ordinance N o. 10 of 1891.) !

Sub-Section 20.— Selling 'Spirits to F emales.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to females.— N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a 
fine.

Sub-Section 21.—Nil . (See Ordinance N o. 23 of 1889.)

* Sub-Section 22.—Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman of any adjoining 
village to  grant a permit to  do so. A ny person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to he whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
with makulu, lim e, or any other suitable substance whenever they receive ordera 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions o f “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Korale North rules dated 8th June, 1888, and Hapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East lules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 
dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) A ny punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach of the

said rules.
(d) A n y investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect of any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy-may be 

, carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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T h e  V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’ O r d in a n c e , N o . 24 of  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in 
him by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, 

has been pleased to approve of the following rules which have been made under the provisions of section 
16 of the said Ordinance by the Committee elected by the inhabitants of the Dasiya Pattu sub­
division of the Chief Headman’s division called Alutkuru Korale North, in the District of Negombo, 
Western Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,

Colombo, September 29, 1905. -------------  Acting Colonial Secretary.

R u les referred to.

Sub-Section 1.— F or the Construction, Maintenance, and Protection of
Village W orks.

1. Charge of village properties.— All village paths, bridges, edandas, ambalams, 
minor outlets for flood water, spouts, wells, watering and bathing places, fords and 
ferries, markets, places for slaughter of cattle, sheep or swine, afid all other village 
properties, shall be in charge o f the headman of the village, and also aH places for 
the burial or cremation o f the dead, unless they have been placed in charge o f some 
other person b y  by-law made under “  The Cemeteries and Burials Ordinance, 1899.”

2. List of persons liable to labour.— The village headman o f each division shall 
prepare annually, before the 1st February, a list o f names o f all males' residing 
within his division, between the ages of 18 and 55, and shall forward before the 1st 
February, a copy o f the list to the Chairman of the Village Committee o f the korale 
o f which his division forms a part.

3. Village works.— On receiving inform ation either from  a headman, or any 
other person, that any village work should be constructed or repaired, the Village 
Committee shall make an inquiry, and, if it approves o f the w ork, shall prepare a 
list setting out the'nature of the work-and the names of the villages interested in it, 
and make such subsequent alterations in the list as m ay be deemed expedient. 
The decision of the Committee as set forth in such lists or amended lists shall be final 
on the question as to “  what villages are interested.”

4. Liability and exemption.— Every male inhabitant between the ages o f 18 and 
55 residing in any of the villages interested shall be liable to  contribute labour to ­
wards the works specified in the list prepared by  the Committee, provided that 
priests o f all religions, immigrant coolies from  India, Volunteers, Government ser­
vants permanently em ployed in Postal, Telegraph, and Railw ay Departments, and 
persons exem pted as unable to  work b y  the Chairman of the Committee, shall be 
exempted from  perform ing work under these rules.

5. Labour.— The Committee shall specify the extent o f the work to be perform ed, 
the time when it shall be perform ed, and the number of days’ labour that each person 
liable under the preceding rule shall contribute towards it. The headmen of the 
respective villages shall order out the labour in such manner as the Committee shall 
direct.
1 6. Commutation of labour.—-If any person is unwilling to work he m ay commute 
his labour b y  a paym ent to the Chairman o f the Committee o f a sum fixed by  the 
Committee, which am ount is not to exceed 35 cents for each day.

7. Neglecting to contribute labour.— E very person liable to  contribute labour 
under these rules for any of the purposes mentioned herein, who fails to  contribute 
such labour or to pay its com m uted value when duly noticed b y  the headman of his 
village to attend and perform such labour or pay its com m uted value, shall, on con­
viction, be liable to a fine.

8. Neglect to contribute labour.— E very person in  charge o f a com m unal work 
shall report to  the Committee com pletion of the work and shall furnish to  the Com­
mittee a list o f persons who fail to attend and work, or to  m ake a paym ent in money.

9. Prosecution.— The Committee shall direct that such defaulter be prosecuted, 
but prosecution may. be withdrawn prior to day of work on paym ent by  the defaulter 
o f double the amount o f commutation due by  the defaulter.

10. Damaging village property.— Any person obstructing any village path , road, 
water-course, lake, or ela, or through malice injuring any of the above-m entioned or 
other village property, shall, on conviction, be liable to  a  fine.

Sub-Section 2.— Construction and R epair of Schoolrooms, and securing
Attendance at Schools.

11. Erection and repairing of school-houses.— W henever a school has been of 
shall hereafter be established b y  the Government the construction and repair or 
the necessary schoolrooms shall be carried out under the provisions of rules 4 to 9 in 
pub-section 1.
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12. Attendance.— The Committee shall from  time to time determine the ages 
betw een  which children shall attend school and the maximum distance that they 
shall be required to travel from their homes to attend such schools. Any parent or 
guardian w lio, without reasonable cause, fails or neglects to send any of his children 
to  school, in accordance with the directions given by  the Committee under this rule, 
shall be liable to  a fine.

13. Exemption.— 1These rules shall not apply to children for whose education 
other provision  to the satisfaction of the Committee has been made by  the parents.

Sub-Section 3.—R egulation of Fisheries and Fish K raals.
14. Fisheries.— Any person who shall kill or take fish by  means of poison, dyna­

m ite, or other explosive, or any other means not in accordance with local custom, 
shall be guilty of an offence.

15. Fishing in  paddy lands.— It shall not be lawful for any person other than 
the proprietor or proprietors of paddv fields or their agents to  fish therein without 
the permission of such proprietors or their agents.

16. Fishing in  canals.— N o person shall make or close any opening in any canal, 
em bankm ent, lake, tank, pond, or amuna for the purpose of catching fish without 
first obtaining the permission of the persons whose interests are affected thereby. 
A n y  person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

17. Kraals.— N o lcraa.1, stockade, or enclosure of any kind, whether intended 
to be used for catching fish or for soaking cocoanut husks, or for any other purpose, 
shall be erected, nor shall any existing kraal be continued in any river, lake or canal, 
or other piece of water without the previous permission of the Committee and pay­
m ent o f such fees as the Committee may determine. Any person infringing this 
rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine.

Sub-Section 4.— Communal Lands.

18. Communal grounds.— The Committee shall apply to the Government Agent 
for such lands as it may consider requisite for communal purposes. These lands 
shall be maintained as provided by  rules 4 to 9 by  the inhabitants of the villages 
interested in them.

Sub-Section 5.— Cultivation of Industrial Products.
19. Cultivation of industrial products.— The Committee shall, from  time to time, 

obta in  seeds and plants o f such industrial products as it m ay consider desirable, and 
distribute the same amongst cultivators who may apply for the same either for 
paym ent or free of charge. Expenses in connection with such supplies to be met 
from  the communal funds.

Sub-Section 6 .— Cattle Trespass, Disease, &c.
20. Prevention of cattle trespass.— N o cattle shall be allowed to stray on a 

public thoroughfare or to be loose outside the owner’s premises unless they are in 
the charge of a herdsman.

21. Tethering on roadside.— N o animal shall be tethered upon any cart road or 
in such manner as will allow it to stray on the road.

22. Quarantine during the time of cattle disease.—N o cattle shall be removed 
from  any village in the subdivision where there is cattle disease to or through any 
other village o f the subdivision.

23. Segregation of diseased cattle.— Every proprietor of cattle shall separate every 
sick head of cattle belonging to him from the common herd, and shall put it into 
such secluded place as may be determined by  the village headman, and he shall 
disinfect the place by  fire, or otherwise, as the Committee m ay direct.

24. Burial of sick cattle.— When' a sick head of cattle shall die the proprietor or 
herdsman shall bury the carcase, without loss o f time, not less than six feet deep. If 
the proprietor or herdsman neglect to  do so, the village headman shall forthwith 
proceed to  bury the carcase without loss of time, and shall recover the expenses of 
doing so from  the proprietor.

25. Report of cattle murrain.— Every proprietor of cattle or herdsman who has 
a case of murrain or contagious disease amongst his cattle .shall forthwith report 
the circumstance to the village headman, who shall forthwith report the same to 
the President o f the Village Tribunals or Chairman of the Village Committee.

26. Loss of cattle.— The owner of any cattle which may have been lost or stolen 
shall forthwith give information thereof to the Police Vidane of the village, and 
such Police Vidane shall report the theft, with as little delay as possible, to the 
Chairman of the Village Committee and to the President of the Village Tribunals.

Sub-Section 7.— B oundaries and Fences.
27. Boundaries to private lands.— Boundaries of private lands within the sub­

division shall he marked b y  fences, ditches, or stones, according to  the local custom. 
Such boundaries shall be put up at the joint expense of the joint owners on both
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sides thereof. A ny person ordered in writing b y  the Committee to  mark his boun­
dary shall do so. Such notice shall specify how the boundaries should be defined 
and the time within which such works shall be completed.

28. In jury to boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary.

Sub-Section 8.—Nuisances.
29. Befouling wells, dbc.— No person shall befoul a village ela, village well, or 

spring of water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants of any village.
30. Infected persons bathing in public wells.— N o person affected with a conta­

gious or infectious disease shall bathe at any public well, spring, or bathing place, 
or wash clothes, or in any w ay foul the water of such well, spring, or bathing place.

31. Removal of dangerous trees overhanging houses.— If upon  due com plaint the 
Committee is satisfied that any tree is likely to fall upon any house or other building, 
or is in a condition dangerous to the occupants or to  other property, the Committee 
shall give notice in writing to the owner of such tree to  cut it down within such rea­
sonable time as the Committee may allow. In  case such owner shall neglect or 
delay to  obey such order, the Committee shall cause the work to be done at his 
expense, and may recover the amount by w ay o f penalty as for a breach o f the rule.

32. Removal of dangerous trees along public thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay 
in like manner direct the rem oval, w ithout paym ent of com pensation, o f any tree 
dangerous to the safety of passengers along any public road or street.

33. Putting dirt on public roads.— N o person shall put any dirt, rubbish, timber, 
mats, copra, arecanut, or other com m odity (or keep carts) on any village road or 
path, nor allow children too young to  take care o f themselves to  be thereon, unless in 
charge of some person competent to  take care of them ..

34. Pelting stones at houses.— N o person shall throw stones at houses, draw cari­
catures or indecent figures, or write insulting expressions on any buildings, place, or 
thing, or do any other act b y  which any individual is insulted or public decency 
outraged.

35. Disturbing public repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  making any noise or singing indecent songs.

36. Giving shelter to persons whose character is open to grave suspicions.— It shall 
not be lawful for any resident to harbour any criminal or vagabond.

37. Gardens to be cleared of filth.— All houses and com pounds shall be kept clean
and gardens free from  filth, rubbish, and unnecessary wild vegetation b y  the owner 
or occupant. I t  shall be the duty of all Police Vidanes to  see that this rule is 
carried out. '

Sub-Section 9.—A busive Language.
38. Abusive language.— N o  person shall use abusive or indecent language in 

any place where it is likely to  annoy any person, or to  provoke a breach o f the peace. 
Sub-Section 10.— Prevention of A ccidents)connected with T oddy-drawing.

39. Ropes to be used.— E very person on whose account toddy  is drawn shall be 
bound, in coupling trees, to  use or cause to be used four distinct good and sound 
ropes for the feet and three ropes for the hands. Each rope when fixed shall 
consist o f four strands, and shall be entirely new. A t the end of every four months 
two new ropes shall be added to the line of ropes used for the feet.

40. Scaling bamboos.— The tapper of a kitul or a cocoanut flower shall renew 
the scaling stick at intervals after six months.

41. Headmen to inspect couplings.— It  shall be the duty of the village headman 
to inspect the coupling and bam boos within his jurisdiction once a m onth, and to 
prosecute offenders under the preceding rules.

Sub-Section 1 1 .—A ccidents from Spring Guns, &c.
42. Setting spring guns.— N o spring guns shall be set without the permission in 

writing of .the Committee. Such permission shall be proclaimed b y  the Com­
mittee by  beat of tom -tom , and the applicant shall pay fifty  cents to  the Com­
mittee for the expense of the proclamation.

Sub-Section 12.—Prevention of Gambling and Cock-fighting.
43. Gambling.— No person shall engage in gambling or cock-fighting, or abet 

these offences by  his presence or b y  allowing the use of his house or land for such* 
purposes. (Any person who organizes or takes part in a lottery shall be  deemed to  
have engaged in gambling within the meaning of this rule.)

44. Cart-racing.— N o cart-racing shall be permitted in any public thorough­
fare within the division.

Furious driving.— N o person shall drive any vehicle or animal on  a public 
thoroughfare in a furious or careless manner.

Sub-Section 13— Construction of V illage Tribunal Court-Iiouses.
4A Construction of Village Tribunal court-houses.— The construction and repair 

ot \ filage Tribunal court-houses shall be carried out by  communal labour, under 
the provisions of rules Nos. 4 to 9, sub-section 1.
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Sub-Section 14.— Penalty on Officers for Breach oe Duty.
47. Penalty on offvcers.~Any person appointed to an office created under the 

11th section o f the principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, shall, on being convicted of 
neglect or breach of duty , be liable to a fine,

Sub-Section 15.— Collection oe Tolls.
48; Tolls.— The rent of any tolls established by  the Committee, subject to the 

approval of the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, under the 24th 
section of the Principal Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889, may bo sold annually and 
proceeds credited to the communal funds.

49. Toll collectors.— Whore the rent of such tolls has not been sold the Com­
m ittee m ay appoint toll collectors to levy the rates imposed, a schedule of which 
rates shall be duly published.

1 SliB-Section 16.— Village R oads not exceeding 12 Feet in  W idth,
60. Defacing village paths.— No person shall deface a village path or cause any 

damage to such paths; Any person infringing this rule shall, on  conviction, be 
liable to  a fine.

51. Village paths through paddy fields.— The proprietor of paddy lands - shall 
see that all the public paths leading through their paddy fields are not less than 
3 feet in breadth. No person shall cut any such path with the intention of narrow­
ing or defacing it. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a fine,
, 52. Roads 12 feet in width.— The construction and maintenance o f village roads 

n ot exceeding 12 feet in width shall be carried out by  communal labour, under the 
rules Nos. 4 to 9 under sub-section 1.

f Sub-Section 17.— Village Canals.
53. Village canals.— Any repair, protecton, and maintenance necessary for any 

village canals shall be carried out by  communal labour, under rules 4 to 9 under 
Sub-Section 1.

Sub-Section 18.— Loitering on Thoroughfares.
54. Loitering.— No person shall loiter without a light on any road or about any 

hamlet after 9 p .m. on dark nights without being able to show sufficient reason for 
so doing. A n infringement of this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

p i._ Sub-Section 19.—Nil . (See Ordinance No. 10 of 1891.)

' • . .. Sub-Section 20.— Selling Spirits to Females.
55. Sale of intoxicating liquor to femalef.— N o person shall sell intoxicating 

liquor to  females. Any person infringing this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to a 
fine.

i Sub-Section 21.—N il. (See Ordinance N o. 23 of 1889.)

r ' Sub-Section 22.— Miscellaneous.
56. Slaughter of sheep, goats, or pigs.— It shall not be lawful for any person to 

slaughter sheep, goats, or swine without information previously given to  the 
village headman, nor shall such animals be slaughtered during the night. Should 
the headman be absent, it shall be competent for the headman o f any adjoining 
village to  grant-a permit to  do so. Any person infringing any of the provisions of 
this rule shall, on conviction, be liable to  a fine.

57. Houses to be whitewashed.— The villagers shall whitewash their houses either 
w ith makulu, lim e, or ruy other suitable substance whenever they receive orders 
from  the Committee.

From  and after the date of publication of the above rules in the Government 
Gazette all previous rules, that is to  say, Colombo District rules under the provi­
sions of “  The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1871,”  dated 13th June, 1889, and 
Alutkuru Koralo North rules dated 8th June, 1888, andHapitigam Korale rules dated 
4th June, 1888, Siyane Korale East rules under the Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, 

# dated 29th December, 1902, are cancelled, provided that such cancellation shall not 
affect—

(а) The past operation of such rules.
(б) Any right, obligation, or liability acquired, accrued, or incurred

therein.
(c) Any punishment or penalty incurred in respect of any breach o f the

said rules.
(d) Any investigation or legal proceedings or remedy in respect o f  any

such right, obligation, liability, penalty, or punishment, and 
every such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy m ay be 
carried on as if the above rules had not been published.
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